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Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 03/12/2008
To: San Diego Attn: _ELSUR |
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Approved By:] 2;\ |
Drafted By: b6
Case ID #: (U) | (Pending) L7C
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b3 (U) (Pendlng)
(U) (Pending)
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To:. San Riego From: an Diego b7A
Re: (U) 03/12/2008
For administrative purposes, the following will be re-
opened: S
I PURPOSE
12y
e
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bl
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For administrative purposes, the following files will be opened:

| PURPOSE
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DR AP IED BY HE 06 o8008l 00
Ol Da-31-3014

_SEERET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject: |[AnwarNasser-Aulagh Day &-Date—Saturday-October 6;2004+———
IT-UBL/ALQAEDA Shift: Team: | | b7E
Conducted by:
bo
b7C
_Spbject Observed Alsessment Data Obtained
stial Activity

o=l

hataa At 4 ‘T;Aen
TOTO2 Xt =3 Y raco

1 A
Aé%%ﬁeﬁaa Sbserved

ISTq I_l_ b7
[ctSDbweiltedcee instituted at Dar Al-Hijsah mosque(Aulaqi's workplace). | b7E

IS| | b6

| Aulagi's vehicle was no longer observed at the mosque. Search of various areas wwas

negative.

Per surveillance Aulaqi's vehicle was observed at his residence.

Aulaq1 was last observed east on Route 7 toward Columblgrﬁﬁgéedéﬁécks by surveillance team of
. tradieuh Approved by:

1 AWLAKI-3546




Conducted by:

Subject Observed Assessment Data Obtained
Unusual Activity

A§8§J§Pé J\Iot Observed Photos Attempted -~ Video

Contact Observed by by

Prepared by:
Analysis / Administrative Data Approved by:

AWLAKI-3547




Subject: _Anwar Nasser Aulaqi

SESRET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

File #:_199N-WF-222852 Sub Fisur

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

Prepared by: IS|

Page 2 of 1

;SE@REI

Shift

DECIASSIFIRD By HalolC JBbdisial

OH O5-31-2014

Day & Date: ctoher 6 _2001

4
Team b7E

bo
b7C
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SEERET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subjec’r' Anwar Nasser Anlaqi Day & Date: Saturdav._Qctober 6. 2001
File #:_19ON-WF-222852__Suh Fisur Shift: Teaml | 17F

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

Surveillance of Anwar Nasser Aulaqi was instituted in the vicinity of 3159 Row b6
Street, Falls Church, Virginia, where his vehicle, a 1999 white Dodge Caravan b7C
b7E

bearing Virginia tag number YGM-1238, was parked.

Aulagi was no longer observed at the aforementioned address.

Surveillance of Aulaqi was maintained in the vicinity of 3331 Keywood Drive, Falls
Church, Virginia, where his aforementioned vehicle was seen parked.

Aulagqi, in aforementioned vehicle, was observed proceeding south on Glen Forest
Drive, to east on Leesburg Pike(Route 7), where he was no longer observed.

Prepared by:_IS|

Page 3 of 1
SEERET
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DECIASSTIFIRG By HeloG gBSJ28T80
OH g95-31-201+2

SECRET

SURVEILLANCE LOG
Physical surveillance Date:_Qctober 6 _2001
of:_Anwar Nasser Aulaqi File #: _199N-WF-222852 Syb Fisur
TIME INITIALS : OBSERVATIONS
Page 2 of 1
SEERET
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DECIassFIED DY He (b (JBH 8l a0
Ol 03-231-3014

SECRET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject: |AnwarNasser-Axagh Day &DBate—Sunday—October 7,266+
IT-UBL/Algaeda Shift Team: 2 ,’? c
Conducted by: b7E
Sphibject Observed Alsessment Data Obtained /
suial Activity
X
P

i d hotos-Attempted AVi il"'ec: b6
e
b7C

SQibysitlante instituted at Anwar Autagi's workplace. | _
Aulaqi drove a direct route to the Mt. of Olives Center. Unknown Middle Eastern Male (UMEM) #1

wore a white shirt and had glasses and light hair. He exited from the front passenger side of the van. b6
UMEM #2 exited from the side of the van. He was wearing a dark color plaid jacket and appeared to be short b7C
and stocky. Prepared by

tdropped AEM's # 1 and 2 insiddRREVESs§Ye's parking lot. They entered a b7E

This tag comes back to an address in Arlington, VA-

[The UMEM's exited the parking lot and then travelled west on Route 7 before

they made a-turn and at Patrick Henry Drive and headed east on Route 7. They then made another u-turn and
headed west on Route 7 again. They then pulled over to the side
of the road just after Row Street.  Surveillance eventually took
them into Washington, DC where they were lost in traffic near 12th
and G Street, NW. A search of the area was negative.

informed the units that it appeared that Aulaqi had

mailed something at a U.S. Postal box at the intersection of Glen
Forest Drive and Garland Drive, a short distance from his

residence.

AWLAKI-3551




DECIASSIFIED BY HELCE dRS 08150
OH o5-531-2024

SEERET
Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject:.Anwar Nasser. Anlagi . Day & Date: _Sunday._Qctober 7 2001
File #:199N-WF-222852 _Suh Fisur Shift:] | Team: | bUE

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

| Due to communication problems with the I:l Aulagi exited his workplace without being b6
observed. Since he was not at his residence, surveillance checked all shopping areas in the area of his b7C
residence. Checks were also done of the Islamic school in Springfield, Virginia; The George Washington bTE

University area; Channel 10 in the Merrifield Virginia, as well as the| |

Everything was negative.

i's residence and workplace.

Prepared by: | b6
b7C

Page 1 of 2
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SEERET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject:_Anwar Nasser. Aulagi Day & Date: _Sunday October7 2001
File #: _199N-WF-222852 Suh Fisnr Shiﬁ:_l |Team b7E

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

Prepared by: | b6
b7C

Page 2 of 2

SECRET
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SEERET

DECIASEIFIRD B HEILG B 08T Rl
Ol D5-31-2014

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject:_Anwar Nasser Anlagi
File #:_199N-WE-222852 Suh Fisur.

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

Prepared by:

Page 3 of 2

SECRET

Day & Date: _Sunday Qctober 7, 2001

Shift:]

bo
b7C

Team:

— DbJ/E
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SEERET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject:_Anwar Nasser Anlaqgi Day & Date: Sunday, Qctober 7 2001

File #: _199N..WFE-222852 Sub Fisur Shift: Team| b7E

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

Surveillance instituted in the vicinity of 3159 Row Street, Falls Church, Virginia, on b7E
Anwar Nasser Aulaqi, where his vehicle, a 1999 white Dodge Caravan bearing

Virginia tags YGM-1238 was parked.

Aulaqi drove the above mentioned vehicle south on Glen Carlin Road, east on Route

7 and north through the lot of the Mt. of Olives Center.

Aulaqi and 2 Unknown Middle Eastern Males (UMEM's) exited the above

mentioned vehicle and entered 3407B Payne Street, Bread and Kabob Restaurant.

Aulaqi and the 2 UMEM's were no longer observed. Surveillance maintained in the
area.

Aulagi and the 2UMEM's exited the above mentioned address and entered the above
mentioned vehicle. Aulaqgi drove south through the parking lot, west on Route 7,
north on Row Street and was no longer observed. Surveillance maintained in the
area.

Aulaqi drove east on Route 7 in the above mentioned vehicle, and north on Glen
Forest Drive.

Aulaqi was no longer observed. Surveillance maintained in the area of 3331
Kaywood Drive..

Aulaqi drove south on Glen Forest Drive, west on Route 7, and north on Row Street.

Aulaqi was no longer observed. Surveillance maintained in the area.

Prepared by:

bo

b7C
Page 4 of 2

SECRET
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DECIASSIFIED BY HSIOG J8ng 8 ag
OF 03-31-7014

SECRET

Surveillance Log Cover Sheet

Subject:_Anwar Aulagi Day & Date: Tuesday_Qctober 9, 2001

File #: _199N-WFD-222852__Suh Fisur Shift Teamlzli

b7E

Analysis / Administrative Data (continued):

b6
Prepared by: IS I biC

Page 3 of 2

et
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DECIassFIED DY He O JBH, G819
Ol D3-21-2014

SECRET

SURVEILLANCE LOG
Physical surveillance Date:_Qctober 9 2001
of:_Anwar Aulagi File #:__199N-WFD-222852 Sub Fisur
TIME INITIALS OBSERVATIONS
Surveillance of Anwar Aulagi was instituted in the vicinity of 3331 Kaywood Drive, 0 7E
Falls Church, Virginia.

Anwar Aulaqi was observed driving a 1999 white Dodge Caravan bearing state of
Virginia tags ZGM-1238. He proceeded to travel south on Glen Forest Drive to
west on Route 7 to north on Row Street.

Aulaqgi was no longer observed.

Aulaqi was observed driving the aforementioned vehicle south on Row Street to east
on route 7 to north on Glen Forest Drive.

Aulaqi was no longer observed.

Aulaqi was observed driving the aforementioned vehicle south on Glen Forest Drive
to west on Route 7 to north on Glen Carlyn Road to north on Manchester Street to
east on Route 50 into Washington D.C. to east on E Street to north on 20th Street
west on G street to north on 23rd Street to east on I Street.

Aulaqi was observed parking the aforementioned vehicle on I Street between 21st
Street and 22nd Street, NW, WDC.

Aulaqi was observed exiting the said vehicle and proceeded to feed the parking
meter for his parking space. He proceeded to walk east on I Street to south on 21st
Street to west on G Street.

Aulaqi was observed entering Funger Hall located on G Street between 22nd Street
and 23rd Streets, NW, WDC. He proceeded to enter a elevator inside said address.
Aulaqi was no longer observed.

Aulaqi was observed inside room 609 of said Funger Hall.

Aulagi was no longer observed.

Aulaqi was observed talking on a cellphone as he walked east on G Street crossing
22nd Street.

Aulagi was no longer observed.

Page 1 of 1

SEERET

AWLAKI-3560
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SESRET

SURVEILLANCE LOG
Physical surveillance ' Date:_Qctobher 9 _2001
of: _Anwar Anlaqi File #; _199N-WFED-222852__Sub Fisnr
TIME INITIALS OBSERVATIONS
’
Page 2 of 1
SEERET
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Description: [ Original notes re interview of
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ALL THMAORIAT IO COHNTATHED

HEEREIN 12 URLLASSTEIRD
DATE Di-230-2013 By HaTDL 85008750

The Muslim Students’ Association of Ametican University welcomes
you to

Friday for Peace:
In Memory of the Fallen and Not Forgotten

Program

1:15 pm — 2:15 pm Khutbah & Prayer
Tmam Siraj Wabaj
Imam, Magjid al-Tagwa, NY
2:15 pm — 2:30pm Announcements, Presentation
Br. Faisal Matadar
Chair, DC Conngil of MS.A
" 2:45 pm - 3:45 pm Panel Presentations
Dr. Abdnl Aziz Said
Director, AU Center for Global Peace
Dr. Mohammed Abn-Nimer
Professor, Internati. Peace & Conflict
Dr. Akbar Abmed
Professor, Istamic Studies
Shaikh Anwar al-Awlaki
Imans,Dar al-Hijrah Masjid
S7. Naglaa Hussny
Human Services/ Counselor
Br. Altaf Husain
President, MS.A of the US & Canada

3:45 pm — 4:15 pm Question & Answer Period
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Al THFEORMAT OH (THTATHETE
HEEEIN IS5 UNCIASSIFIED
Date D7-30-2013 By HSTLE Je508T50

REFLECTIONS ON ISLAM AND PEACE
Prepared by the Mohammed Said Farsi Chair of Islamic Peace

ISLAM: Lexical & Conceptual

But what of Islam itself—the religious faith of approximately one fifth of humanity
today? Etymologically, the name islam derives from the triliteral verbal root “salima” ‘to be
safe, secure, free from any evil or affliction’. We see this root meaning displayed in the taslim or
exchange of Salutations of Peace (salamun “alaykum ‘May safety & peace abide with you’) by
which Muslims greet one another. This greeting may also be rendered “I will not do to thee
anything disliked or evil; ” it is an assurance of security and of freedom from all harm.

The noun salaam in essence connotes ‘safety, immunity, freedom from faults & defects’;
while also embracing ‘self-resignation & submission’. Al-Salaam is one of God's Most .
Beautiful Names (see Q 59:23): “The Author of Safety*Security’, or according to another popular
interpretation He is so denominated because of His safety and freedom from all imperfections.

The verbal noun silm (or salm) denotes ‘Peace, Reconciliation’, in the sense of becoming
at peace & reconciled with others (synonym = musalaha). Salm may also refer to a person who
makes peace, or is at peace with others (see Q 39:30 4nd a man who is at peace with respect. to
another). Thus the third verbal form saalama-hu ‘he became at peace/reconciled with him’
indicates the process of mutual reconciliation.

These meanings are crowded together into the name of the Faith of Islam: ‘The Faith of
Peace & Reconciliation. By a linguistic process peculiar to Arabic (= tadmim or ‘implosion of
meaning’) these significations melt together forming a single concept. The fourth verbal form
aslama ‘he resigned, submitted (himself)’ denotes one’s entering into a state of resignation &
submission, of acknowledging the truth & justice of something and conceding its truth with
sincerity. '

Interestingly, the verb aslama also denotes ‘to pay in advance’; this may be relevant to
the lexical formation of its verbal noun namely: “al-islam” —literally, the taking upon oneself
to conform & manifesting humility and submission. It is as though one makes a down payment
through the surrender of the egotist self-will to the Higher Power of one’s Maker, thereby
securing genuine inner peace, becoming reconciled to the imperatives of truth, and achieving
immunity and freedom from vices and evils.

The active participle from the fourth verbal form is muslim. The “muslim” is the ‘self-
resigned one’, without any hypocrisy; he or she is salim ‘secure/free from evils of any kind’ (eg.
qalb salim ‘a heart free from defect”); and merits the ‘Abode of everlasting Peace & Security’
(Dar as-Salaam) or Paradise.
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Four Islamic Notions

Let us look briefly at four essential notions at the heart of Islamic teachings on Peace and
Reconciliation, given in seed form in the Qur'an and expanded throughout centuries of tradition,
unceasingly seized upon by the brightest minds and deepest hearts of Islam. These are the ideas
of 1. Man’s inner nature or fitrah; 2. that of Reasonable Persuasion; 3. of the calling for
Forgiveness (' Afw) as a higher response to injustice; and 4. the warnings against Dissension. or
Civil Discord (fitnah) and against “committing excesses on earth”. These notions represent the
fabric of a deeply embedded discourse in the life of Muslims individually and collectively, both
in the past and in the present.

1. Islam adopts a positive view of human nature, insisting that the original human constitution
(fitrah) is innately good, and described as being “muslim ”in nature. There is no conception of
‘original sin’ in Islam, rather a positive and hopeful portrait of human potential. In the second
chapter of the Qur'an called The Cow (al-Bagarah 2:30--31), God consults with the angels
upon creating the First Human Adam :

And when thy Lord said to the angels, ‘i am about to place a deputy
(khalifah) in the earth,’ they said, ‘Wilt Thou place therein such as will cause
disorder in it, and shed blood? - and we glorify Thee with Thy praise and extol

“Thy holiness.’ He answered, ‘l know what you know not.’

And He taught Adam all the names, then He put the objects of these names before
the angels and said, ‘Tell Me the names of these, if you are right.’

The verses go on (2:32-35) to describe the angels admitting their inability to name,
whereupon God asks Adam to inform them of the names of all things in creation. The angels are
then ordered to prostrate to Adam in recognition of his superiority. All obey, except for Iblis,
the Devil (from the Greek diabolos), who refused to bow to Adam and is consequently expelled
from heaven (+cf. Q 7:11-12: 38:71-85).

Muslim exegesis of this event stresses that the angels were mortified at their ignorance
leading them into error; they never conceived that God would create a being more surpassing
than themselves (pure spiritual intelligences innately formed to serve God). The angels felt they
were better suited by nature to rule in the earth. The angels were already aware of man’'s future
conduct on earth: fomenting bloody dissension and aggression. In fact, we know the first human
pair Adam & Eve themselves erred and were banished from paradise to earth.

Yet God knew something the angels were unaware of—that humans include spiritual-
minded beings (prophets) who shall guide to the Truth and so purify the earth of corruption, thus
deserving rulership in the earth. Islamic teachings therefore justify the high position awarded
humanity in the divine plan: Man as God’s khalifah or deputy on earth. In this view, man is an
unfinished being—somewhere between the beasts and the angels, capable of descending below
the level of beasts, and of ascending above that of angels. In view of the history of our century,
this explanation may leave us somewhat uneasy—perhaps the angels had a valid point after all?

From within the Islamic tradition, this concentration on the ultimate value of the Human
Person finds expression in one of the most profound theosophical doctrines known to any
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religious tradition east or west: the teaching on the Perfect Man (al-Insan al-Kamil) elaborated
in Sufi esoteric thought, where “MAN" forms the beginning and end of creation, the real purpose
of the cosmos, and the gleaming point of consciousness wherever one turns.

2. Persuasion: A striking feature of Qur'anic discourse is the emphasis on people’s use of their
innate intelligence in comprehending the revealed guidance. Time and again the Qur’an exhorts
its hearers to ponder, reflect, think, and to understand (eg. the refrains a-fa-la ta’qiluna / ...
yatafakkiruna). Religion is armed with arguments designed to persuade through force of legic,
of emotional appeal, of appeals to universal cosmic order and Divine providential purpose; and
failing these—to promises of eschatological rewards or punishments.

Above all, it is recognized that people cannot be dissuaded from pursuing the wrong
course in life through force or violence: “There is no compulsion in Faith!” asserts the Qur'an.
Beyond this reasonable tone in the Qur'anic discourse of ‘Suasion’, there is displayed a
remarkable Tolerance towards those who insist on following previous dispensations, and a
recognition that revealed Truth is not a unique event nor does it have a copyright peculiar to a

particular ethnic group or time. This is an ideal which was nof always upheld over the temporal
extent of Islamic polities.

3. Forgiveness (al-'Afw) is consistently held out as the preferred option for humanity when it is
a matter of requiting a clear injustice or crime. “The recompense of an injury is an injury the like
thereof; but whoever forgives and thereby brings about a re-establishment of harmony, his
reward is with God; and God loves not the wrongdoers” (Q al-Shura 42:40).

Yes: Islam clearly provides for a scheme of retributive justice of the type known in the
ancient Near East (an eye for an eye); one finds these rules detailed in the early juristic
disciplines of qisas and diyat. But the higher ideal of Forgiveness and reconciliation is
promoted as the superior good for creating harmonious relations between individuals and groups,
requiring long-suffering and great determination. “And he who is patient and forgives—that,
surely, is a matter of high resolve” (Q 42:44).

Neither naive pardon, nor a mechanical retribution, is urged what is sought isa
reformation or moral good accomplished by sincere forgiveness. Islam, with its realism and its
joining the material and spiritual domains of existence into a unity, seeks to lead people to ever
higher observance and understanding by degrees, according to the measure or capacity of each
individual person. As the potential for human achievement is boundless, and the arena for
growth and ascent unlimited, the Islamic view of human perfection is one of vast horizons.

4. Warnings Against Fitnah: The Qur'an frequently cautions people against going to excess
when attempting to pursue rights or correct injustice. Of course, this attitude itself is only an
extension of the Islamic precept of adopting the middle way in all activities, of Moderation and
evenhandedness. Muslims are enjoined to be a “Middle Nation”, and we have already pointed to
the realism which marks Islam’s joining the sacred and profane into a unity. “Be in the world,
not of the world,” goes a famous utterance of the Prophet.

This emphasis on avoiding extremes when asserting one'’s rights, or repelling mjus'uce is
highlighted in many ways. In the temporal political history of Muslims, it is a commonplace
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feature for the sage or spiritual personality to urge neutrality when confronted with internal
dissension, and the worst onus is placed on those who contribute to Civil Discord (fitnah).

The Qur'an asserts that fitnah is more grievous than killing (Q 2:190-193). Utter
condemnation is heaped on those who, by selfishly pursuing their own limited goals, bring
destruction and violence down upon the rest of their fellows, “committing excesses on earth” (Q
5:33). Islam also holds that greater harm is done to the world by indifference and unconcern,
than by active deliberate mischief—by the failure of good persons to rally in support of true
causes.

TAWHID
Is this portrait of Islam a familiar one? Or does it appear unfamiliar and strange?
Perhaps it is a measuge of the estrangement from the roots of their own tradition that Westerners
often find Islam to be both strangely familiar yet “other”.

In conclusion, we may invoke the primary doctrine of Islam, Tawhid Unity -- of God,
of Humanity, of the Universe and of Truth itself. The realism of Islam declares that the
material and the spiritual are in reality one, that no one can claim to be spiritual if they are
unable to make a good thing of this life. Conversely, one cannot truly make a good thing of this
life unless they are able to order their spiritual life properly.

Tawhid is a conception whose reality enters into human life at many levels. Beyond the
doctrinal and ideological planes where the Oneness of Humanity is stressed, tawhid mediates the
direct personal relation to the Absolute, and the maintenance of harmony with the universe. It
may be approached as an Ecology of the Spirit that reconciles the apparent multiplicity of created
things within the Unity of Existence. It is what the “Greatest Shaykh” [shaykh al-akbar, = the
Latin doctor maximus] Tbn *Arabi referred to as “The Breath of the Merciful” nafas ar-
Rahman; depicting the manifestation of created multiplicity and its re-absorption into
Primordial Singularity to be the Divine Being’s drawing a breath. More precisely, God comes to
self-knowledge in us.

Tawhid expresses the Islamic ideal of the fundamental unity of all humankind and rejects
a vision of humanity rooted in exclusiveness. In social terms, exclusiveness implies a distinction
between those who are members of the group and those who are not. Such exclusiveness has no
place in Islam.

The universalism, tolerance and inclusiveness of Islam is beautifully evoked in the Qur'an
(chapter 49, verse 13) with the words: “and we have made you peoples (or “nations”) and
tribes that you should know one another.” At first glance, the relevation contained in this
simple but powerful statement may appear somewhat paradoxical: that the reality of ethnicity
and cultural diversity is an expression of the Divine Will, while at the same time, humankind is
directed to embrace the notion of the unity of humanity through the expression of human
solidarity. Upon reflection, it is clear that this simple but powerful revelation is an expression of
the universality of the original message of Islam. For at the heart of the message of universalistic
Islam is a respect for cultural pluralism that is inextricably linked to a recognition of the
fundamental solidarity and connectedness of all human beings.
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Active Listening and Sustained Dialogue

Active Listening is a communication skill which we develop as we learn to hear not only words
and ideas. but also the emotions, feelings, and experiences behind words and ideas. We try to

become a clear mirror for the other person. reflecting back what we have heard and understood.
We use empathy as a tool of analysis. :

WE ARE LISTENING
When we give the person speaking our full attention. :
When we honor the speaker’s willingness to present what is true for her or him.

WE ARE LISTENING WHEN WE LISTEN WITHOUT
Responding, even non-verbally (smiling, frowning, nodding)
Agreeing, disagreeing, evaluating or judging
Imposing our own attitudes and beliefs
Rehearsing what we will say when it is our turn
Talking to another listener during the dialogue

eaving the group while another is speaking

WE ARE SPEAKING
When we present whatever comes up for us — an idea, a concern, an experience
When we speak clearly, audibly
When we are open, honest, and direct without hurting anyone

When we give only as much explanation as needed for others to understand us fully.
When we know when to stop speaking

WE ARE SPEAKING WHEN WE SPEAK WITHOUT
tating agreements or disagreements
Judging or blaming ourselves or others
Defending our position or self-image
Avoiding or skirting the real issue
Speaking a second time before everyone has had a turn

Sustained Dialogue is not expecting or seeking immediate resolution. but to be open to and
accepting the need to fully experience their emotions, the moment, and the act of sharing itself.

Sustained Dialogue is building a relationship of trust by giving one another the safety to speak

their truth. to fully honor the vulnerability and openness of sharing, and by demonstrating a
resolve to mutual restoration and healing.

Sustained Dialogue represents the transformative power of a long-term commitment to peace.
the willingness to engage with one another on their own terms and according to their own needs.

* # *
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IN THE NAME OF ALMIGHTY GOD THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE

Islam, as revealed to Muhammad (PBUH), is the con-
tinuation and culmination of all preceding revealed reli-
gions. It is thus the perfect religion for all times and for
all peoples. Such a claim is supported by several facts.
First, there is no other revealed book that is extant in its
original form and content. Second, no other revealed reli-
gion has a convincing claim to provide guidance in all
walks of human life for all times. Islam, however, address-
es humanity at large and offers basic guidance on all human
problems. Moreover, it has withstood the test of fourteen
hundred years and has the potential to establish once
again an ideal society, as it did under the leadership of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

It was a miracle that the Prophet Muhammad could win
even his toughest enemies over to the fold of Islam with-
out adequate material resources. Worshippers of idols,
blind followers of the ways of their forefathers, promot-
exs of tribal feuds, abusers of human dignity and blood -
these were Muhammad’s people. By the time of his death,
however, he had transformed them into the most disci-
plined nation under the guidance of Islam and its prophet.
Islam opened vistas of spiritual heights and human dig-
nity by declaring righteousness as the sole criterion of merit
and honor. Islam shaped its followers social, cultural,
moral, and commercial life with those basic laws and prin-
ciples thatare in complete conformity with human nature,
As human nature does not change, Islam is applicable in
all times and for all peoples.

1t is unfortunate that the Christian West, instead of mak-
ing an honest attempt to understand the phenomenal suc-
cess of Islam, has always considered it a rival religion. Dur-
ing the Crusades, this opposition gained a great deal of
strength and force, which led to the generation of a genre
of anti-Islamic polemical literature based on ignorance and
hostility and designed to distort the image of Islam. But
such hostility has not prevented Islam from unfolding its
genuineness to those modern scholars whose bold and
objective observations have begun to set the record
straight.

Here we furnish some observations on Islam that have
been made by acknowledged non-Muslim scholars
of our own time. We hope that their comments will con-
tribute to an unbiased and open-minded dialogue between
followers of other religions who are interested in gaining
a true understanding of Islam.
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1t (Islam) replaced monkishness

by manliness. It gives hope to the

slave, brotherhcod to mankind,

and recognition of the fundamen-~
tal facts of human nature.

- Canon Taylor

Paper read before the Church Congress at

Walverhamton, Oct. 7, 1887.

Quoted by Arnold in The Preaching of Islam

pp. 71-72,

[The] sense of justice is one of
the most wonderful ideals of Islam,
because as I read in the Qur'an I
find those dynamic principles of
life, not mystic but practical ethics
for the daily conduct of life suited
to the whole world.

- Sargjini Naidu

Lectures on “The Ideals of Islam.”
Speeches and Writings of Sarojini Naidu
Madras, 1918, p. 167.

History makes it clear however,
that the legend of fanatical Mus-
lims sweeping through the world
and forcing Islam at the point of
the sword upon conquered races is
one of the most fantastically
absurd myths that historians have
ever repeated.

- De Lacy O'Leary
Islam at the Crossroads
London, 1923 p. 8.

The extinction of race con-
sciousness between Muslims is one
of the outstanding achievements of
Islam and in the contemporary
world there is, as it happens, a cry-
ing need for the propagation of this
Islamic virtue.. )

A. J. Toynbee
Civilization on Trial
New York, 1948, p. 205.

T have always held the religion
of Muhammad in high estimation
because of its wonderful
vitality. It is the only reli-
gion which appears to
me to possess that
assimilating capacity
to the changing phase
of existence which
can make itself appeal
to every age. I have
studied him — the won-~
derful man — and in my
opinion far from being an anti-
Christ, he must be called the Sav-
iour of Humanity. I believe that if
aman like him were to assume the
dictatorship of the modern world,
he would succeed in solving its
problems in a way that would bring
it the much needed peace and hap-
piness. Thave prophesied about the
faith of Muhammad that it would
be acceptable to the Europe of
tomorrow as it is beginning to be
acceptable to the Europe of today.

- G. B. Shaw
The Genuine Islam
Vol. 1, No. 81936.

1 am not a Muslim in the usual
sense, though ThopeIama “Mus-
lim” as “one surrendered to God.”
But I believe that embedded in the
Quran and other expressions of the
Islamic vision are vast stores of
divine truth from which I and
other occidentals have still much
to learn, and Islam is certainly a
strong contender for the supplying
of the basic framework of the one
religion of the future.

- W Montgomery Watt
Islam and Christianity Today
London 1983, p. IX.

But Islam has a still further ser-
vice to render to the cause of
humanity. It stands after all
nearer to the real East
than Europe does, and
it possesses a magnifi-
cent tradition of inter-
racial understanding
and cooperation. No
§ other society has such
- a record of success in
uniting in an equality of
status, of opportunity, and
of endeavours so many and so
various races of mankind... Islam
has still the power to reconcile
apparently irreconcilable elements
of race and tradition. If ever the
opposition of the great societies of
East and West is to be replaced by
cooperation, the mediation of
Islam is an indispensable condi-
tion. In its hands lies very largely
the solution of the problem with
which Europe is faced in its rela-
tion with the East. If they unite, the
hope of a peaceful issue is immea-
surably enhanced. But if Europe,
by rejecting the cooperation of
Islam, throws it into the arms of
its rivals, the issue can only be dis-
astrous for both.
-H.A.R Gibb
Whither Islam
London, 1932, p. 379.

The rise of Islam is perhaps the
most amazing event in human his-
tory. Springing from a land and a
people [which were] previously
negligible, Islam spread within a
century over half the earth, shat-
tering great empires, overthrow-
ing long-established religions, re-
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moulding the souls of races, and
building up a whole new world—
the world of Islam.

The closer we examine this
development the more extraordi-
nary does itappear. The other great
religions won their way slowly, by
painful struggle and finally tri-
umphed with the aid of powerful
monarchs converted to the new
faith. Christianity had its Con-
stantine, Buddhism its Asoka, and
Zoroastrianism its Cyrus, each
lending to his chosen cult the
mighty force of secular authority.
Not so Islam. Arising in a desert
land sparsely inhabited by anomad
race previously undistinguished in
human annals, Islam sallied forth
on its great adventure with the
slenderest human backing and
against the heaviest material odds.
Yet Islam triumphed with seem-
ingly miraculous ease, and a cou-
ple of generations saw the Fiery
Crescent borne victorious from the
Pyrenees to the Himalayas and
from the desert of Central Asia to
the deserts of Central Africa..

-A. M. L. Stoddard

Quoted in Islam: The Religion of All Prophets
Begum Bawani Wagqf

Karachi, Pakistan p. 56.

Islam is a religion that is essen-
tially rationalistic in the widest
sense of this term considered ety-
mologically and historically. The
definition of rationalism as a sys-
tem that bases religious beliefs on
principles furnished by the reason
applies to it exactly... It cannot be
denied that many doctrines and
systems of theology and also many
superstitions, from the worship of
saints to the use of rosaries and

amulets, have become grafted on
the main trunk of the Muslim
creed. But in spite of the rich
development, in every sense of the
term, of the teachings of the
Prophet, the Quran has invariably
kept its place as the fundamental
starting point, and the dogma of
unity of God has always been pro-
claimed therein with a grandeur, a
majesty, an invariable purity and
with a note of sure conviction,
which it is hard to find surpassed
outside the pale of Islam. This
fidelity to the fundamental dogma
of the religion, the elemental sim-
plicity of the formula in which it
is enunciated, the proof that it
gains from the fexvid conviction of
the missionaries who propagate it,
are so many causes to explain the
success of Muhammadan mission-
ary efforts. A creed so precise, so
stripped of all theological com-
plexities and consequently so
accessible to the ordinary under-
standing mightbe expected to pos-
sess and does indeed possess a
marvellous power of winning its
way into the consciences of men.

- Edward Montet

“La Propagande Chretienne et ses
Adversaries Musulmans,”

Paris 1890.

Quoted by TW. Arnold in

The Preaching of Islam

London, 1913, pp. 413-414.
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BWAMYISIMAIN OBJECTIVES

B To serve Islamic thought by eluci-
dating the faith on the basis of pure
monotheism (tawhid) and arming the
Muslim youth with full confidence in
the supremacy of the Islamic system.
1 To participate in spelling out the
role of the youth and students in build-
ing the social, economic, and techno-
logical institutions of the global Mus-
lim community (the ummah).

For detailed information on Islam,
contact WAMY at:

PO. Box 8096 Falls Church, VA
22041-8096

Tel.: (703) 931-7239
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IN THE NAME OF ALMIGHTY GOD (ALLAH),
THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE

umanity has received the Divine guidance only
through two channels: the word of God (Allah)

and the prophets who were chosen by God (Allah) to
communicate His will to human-beings. These two
things have always been linked together and attempts
to know the will of God (Allah) by neglecting either of
these two have always been misleading. The Hindus
neglected their prophets and paid all attention to their
books that proved only word puzzles which they ulti-
mately lost. Similarly the Christians in total disregard
to the Book of God (Allah), attached all importance to
Christ and thus not only elevated him to Divinity, but
also lost the very essence of tawheed (monotheism)

contained in the Bible.

Asamatter of fact the main scriptures revealed before
the Qur'an, i.e., the Old Testament and the Gospel, were
written in translated form long after the days of the
prophets. This was because the followers of Moses and
Jesus made no considerable efforts to preserve these Rev-
elations during the life of their Prophets, rather they were
written long after their deaths. Thus, what we now have
in the form of the Bible (The Old as well as the New Tes-
tament) are translations of individuals’ accounts of the
origihal revelations which contain additions and dele-
tions made by the followers of the said Prophets. On the
contrary, the last revealed Book, the Qur'an, is extant in
its original form. God (Allah) Himself guaranteed its
preservation and that is why the whole of the Qur'an was
written during the life time of the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) himself on separate pieces of palm leaves, parch-
ments, bones etc. Moreover, there were tens of thou-
sands of the companions of the Prophet who memorized
the whole Qur'an and the Prophet himself used to recite
it to the angel Gabriel once a year and twice when he was
about to die. Then the first Caliph Abu Bakr entrusted
the collection of the whole Qur'an in one volume to the
Prophets scribe, Zaid Ibn Thabit. This volume was with
Abu Bakr till his death. Then it was with the second
Caliph Omar and after him it came to his daughter Halsa,
the Prophet’s wife. It was from this original copy that the
third Caliph Othman prepared several other copies and
sent them to different Muslim texritories.

The Qur'an was so meticulously preserved because

it was to be the Book of guidance for humanity for all
times to come. That is why it does not address the Arabs
alone, however revealed in Arabic.

1t speaks to man as a human being:
“O Man! What has seduced you from your Lord.”

The practicality of the Qur'anic teachings is estab-
lished by the examples of Muhammad (pbuh) and the
good Muslims throughout the ages. The distinctive
approach of the Qur'an is that its instructions are aimed
at the general welfare of man and are abased on the pos-
sibilities within his reach. Inall its dimensions the Qur'an-
ic wisdom is conclusive. It neither condemns nor tor-
tures the flesh nor does it neglect the soul. It does not
humanize God (Allah) nor does it deify man. Everything
is carefully placed where it belongs in the total scheme
of creation.

Actually the scholars who allege that Muhammad
(pbuh) was the author of the Qur'an claim something
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which is humanely impossible. First of all, could any
person of the sixth century C.E. utter such scientific
truths as the Qur'an contains? Could he describe the evo-
lution of the embryo inside the uterus so accurately as
we find it in modern science?

Second, is it logical to believe that Muhammad
(pbuh), who, up to the age of forty was marked only for
his honesty and integrity, suddenly began the author-
ship of a book matchless in literary merit and the equiv-
alent of which the whole legion of the most talented Arab
poets and orators could not produce? And finally, is it
justified to say that Muhammad (pbuh), who was known

ALL THFUEMATION CCHTAIHED
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as al-Ameen (the Trustworthy) in his society and who is
still admired by the non-Muslim scholars for his honesty
and integrity, came forth with a false claim on which he
could train thousands of men in character, integrity and
honesty, who were then able to establish the best human
society on the surface of the earth?

Surely, any sincere and unbiased searcher of truth will
come to believe that the Qur’an is the revealed Book of
Allah.

Without necessarily agreeing with all that they said,
we furnish here some opinions of some important non-
Muslim scholars about the Qur'an. Readers can easily see
how the modern world is coming closer to reality regard-
ing the Qur'an. We appeal to all open-minded, indeed
all scholars to study the Qur'an in the light of the afore-
mentiohed points. We are sure that any such attempts
will convince the reader that the Qur'an could never be
written by any human being.

Hotwever often we turn to it (the Qur'an) at first dis-
gusting us each time afresh, it soon attracts, astounds,
and in the end enforces our reverence ... its style, in
accordance with its contents and aim in stern, grand,
terrible - ever and truly sublime - Thus this book will
g0 on exercising through all ages a most potent influ-
ence.

Goethe, Quoted in T. P Hughes' Dictionary of Islam,

p. 526. .

The Koran admittedly occupies an important position
among the great religious books of the world. Though
the youngest of the epoch-making works belonging to
this class of literature, it yields to hardly any in the
wonderful effect which it hds produced on large mass-
esof men. Ithas created an all but new phase of human
thought and a fresh type of character. It first trans-
formed a number of heterogeneous desert tribes of the
Arabian peninsyla to create the vast politico-religious
organizations of the Muhammadan® [Muslim] world
which are one of the greatest forces with which Europe
and the East have to reckon today.

G. Margoliouth, Introduction to J. M. Rodwells - The
Koran, New York: Everyman’s Library, 1977, p. VIL

A work, then, which calls forth so powerful and seem-
ingly incompatible emotions even in the distant read-
er-distant as to time, and still more so as mental devel-

(1) “Muhammadans” is not accepted term in Islam. The [ollowers
of Muhammad (pbuh), are not Muhammadans, but are Muslims.
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opment - a work which not only conquers the vepug-
nance which he may begin its perusal, but changes this
adverse feeling into astonishment and admiration, such
a work must be a wonderful production of the human

been almost totally ignored by previous translators ;it
is therefore not surprising that what they have wrought
sounds dull and flat indeed in comparison with the
splendidly decorated original.

mind indeed and a problem of the highest interest to

every thoughtful observer of the destinies of mankind.

Dr. Steingass, Quoted in T. R Hughes’ Dictionary of
Islam, pp. 526-27.

Arthur J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted, London:
Oxford University Press, 1964, p. X.
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A totally objective examination of it [the Qui’an] in the

The above observation makes the hypothesis advanced
by those who see Muhammad as the author of the
Qur’an untenable. How could a man, from being illit-
erate become the most important author, in terms of
literary merits, in the whole of Arabic literature? How
could he then pronounce truths of a scientific nature
that no other human-being could possibly have devel-
oped at that time, and all this without once inaking the
slightest error in his pronouncement on the subject?

light of modern knowledge, leads us to recognize the
agreement between the two, as has been already noted
on repeated occasions. It makes us deem it quite
unthinkable for a man of Muhammad’s time to have
been the author of such statements, on account of the
state of knowledge in his day, such considerations are
part of which gives the Qur'anic Revelation its unique
place, and forces the impartial scientist to admit his
inability to provide an explanation which calls solely
upon materialistic reasoning.
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Maurice Bucaille, The Bible, the Qur'an and Science, Maurice Bucaille, The Qur'an and Modern Science,

1978, p. 125.

Here, therefore, its merits as a literary production
should perhaps not be measured by some preconceived
maxims of subjective and aesthetic taste, but by the

1981, p. 18.

THEY SAY.

effects which it produced in Muhammand’s contempo- P
raries and fellow countrymen. If it spoke so powerful- For further information on Islam, please
ly and convincingly to the hearts of his hearers as to contact one of the following institutions: » A
weld hitherto centrifugal and antagonistic elements N ]
info one compact and well organized body, animated IFTA Islamic Center
by ideas far beyond those which had until now ruled Tel: (202) 342-3700  Tel: (202) 332-8343
the Arabian mind, then its eloquence was perfect, sim- Fax: (202) 944-3192 Fax: (202) 234-5035 . ,
ply because it created a civilized nation out of savage wwiw.islamicpage.org ; .
tribes, and shot a fresh woof into the old warp of his-
tory. IAD WAMY
Dr. Steingass, Quoted in Hughes’, Dictionary of Islam, Tel: (202) 342-3700  Tel: (703) 916-0924
p. 528. Fax: (202) 944-5982 Fax: (703) 916-0925
In making the present attempt to improve on the per- www.iad.org www.wamy.org
formance of my predecessors, and to produce some-
thing which might be accepted as echoing however faint- HASA IFA
ly the sublime rhetoric of the Arabic Koran, Ihave been Tel: (703) 641-4890  Tel: (703) 914-4982
atpains tostudy theintricate and richly varied rhythms Fax: (708) 641-4899 Fax: (703) 914-4984
which - apart from the message itself -constitute the www.iiasa.org www.islamic-foundation.org
Koran’s undeniable claim to rank amongst the great-
estliterary masterpieces of mankind... This very char-

acteristic feature - ‘that inimitable symphony,” as the
believing Pickthall described his Holy Book. ‘The very
sounds of which move men to tears and ecstasy,” - has

IFTA invites readers of this brochure to inform our office of
any typographycal or editorial errors they may find.
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