2% This reference i1s an article from the Chicago

%E ”Dazly szes” for 9/22/40 entitled "Fear U.S. Harbors

B Bi . hiich w ¢ 'Jable to, the Bureau

o by This v
Eg article wWas a series ¢ ticies made

- public by Secretary of Nauu Knor, as part of the national

*ﬁ defense program. Col. Williem J. Donovan, having just re-

turned from a mission abroad on behalf of Secretary Knomw,
wrote these ariicles In collaboration with Edgar,ﬂowrer

Saoreign correspondent.

ﬁ . ?‘1-')?580-1124’5
£ 08
B ST 62-56216-1125
(9’) (Article from
) Washingion "Evening
’ S'!:ar'", [‘/2-’)//‘(‘]}

This reference ts a letter from Jol. Jilliam J.
g Doncven, an attorney at 2 Walls St., NYC, dauid Hi°°(’” R
o NYZ _enclozino g letter he had received f'rors JD)CJ

Pl _
Uy 0o 1cTTer ST
- Information regerding a German whose last name was Fischesser,

This individual haed Jjust bought e lake and surrounding laend
in Otsego County and had spent considerable money on the
place although he only lived there in the summer,




On 8/25/40 letters were di recied to both- ' b‘-k'\"
Pand Col. Donovan stating that an ent from tne :
oany Field Office would call upon “or fur-

ther information.

The 8/23/40 issue of "Hemisphere', city and state
not given, carried an article which stated that Roosevelt's
announcement of pending exchange of aged U.S. destroyers
for British bases, and the Canadian - U.S. nutual defpﬂne
agreement, dramatically brought to ligal the results of

. lengthy secret talks., Not made public, Fowever, was tie

' name of Roosevelt’s negotiator. No diplomat, the man who
was sent to 8psak for the President in London was Col.
"¥ild Bill" Donouan World War I commander of New York's
Fighting 69th, Naterial for Donovan's newspaper articles
on "turopean Fifth Column” was gathered during ronversations
with King G2orge, Prime Minister Churchill and dozzns of
lesser British dignitaries.

Aoove ariicle is one of ’
several newspaper clippings

5 making up this serial.

< 64-1000-3X

(67)
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On 8/29/40 Congressman ¥Wright Patman from Teras
appeared before a Special Hearing of the HCUA. Patrman re
JSerred to a report by Col. William Donovan and Edgar Mow-
rer on the "fifth columns" in the U.S. which appeared in
an unidentified newspaper on 8/22/40 under the following
headline: "Strong 'Fifth Column' In United Stat-s could
Be Cur Undoing - Hitler conspiring for ¥orld Dominion -
Immense Suns Spent for Propaganda'. The full text of the
above article is set out tn this reference.

LDies Committee Neport,
Vol. 14, pg. &$201

(74)

s Ly Q s 7 ount John de Per-

ery good friend of Col. "Bill" ¥illiam Dono-

dicari wge
Uan.#ﬁet Donovan at a cocktail party given by
Count erdicart at 410 Park Ave., NYC in September 17140,

Donovan wes believed to have been asked to use his influence

in ehbtaining o visa for Jount de Perdicari to return to
Italy.

6531 008-11
(27)
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Dot 20,000 to Thorkild Reiber who in turn irans/z
sum to thz campaign manager for Martin Dies.

[ oo
¥

o

T (Source not piven)
L
é! A confidential source ndvis:i the U7 office trot
Col, "illinr Donovan wrs Peiber’s confidentinl alviser
throushoui his difficultica ocvezr His assceiziions »ith
Vestrick ond could probably furnish pertinent deiails con-
cerning Rociver's financial dealings, althoush it wag ncl
doered aldvisatle to tnterview Col. Donoven at that tirme,
e Yemo for the Dircctor, &/5°7°
- No capiion given
e GE- 10325152
& (28]
1 10/10,7:20 an unknown outside aonres in J¥0,

Te ros g
madz quatitladle Information concerning the Jounciel 20
Armonracl. oel., Willign Sonovgn was 1lis ; -

IR TR o e S SN 5
the ceard o f 1his council.  Eayrond Zeom Doiln, fando2f 0o
Fe~r o Mirvetors of e Counci? Fsr D' v ahater A
the purpese of the councid was to rmalk crLorigon rorih
Jirghting for.,
Blind lero, I10/25/%c¢ .
- Re: uounuzl Jor Derocracy
94-1-18811~-
changed to
100=1354060-
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This reference is a leiter to the Director dated
. 10/16/40 signed Bill (William J.) Donovan on the letterhead
of Donovan, Leisure, Newton and Lumbard, Attorneys and

Counselors at Law, 2 Wall St., NIC. In this letMn
: rnformation which he had recetved from
Moncerning the presen country of certain
renc
a

e

contacts, and suggested 8 a contact for
information. Donovan also stat ank Knox had ask.d
that they get together for luncheon sometime coon.[kﬁng)

~7
This letter was acknowledged on 10/12/4J¢2:; the
luncheon tnvitation accepted.

66-2542.8582X
{107)

SI 100-6407-1
(75)

This reference i8 a letter dated 10/18/40 from
¥illiam J. Donovan, an attorney at 2 Wall St., NYC, to Mr.
Hoover regarding a Baron Franz Von Recum who asked Dono-
van s advice on obtaining residence in the U.S. This letter

was acknowledged 10/24/40.
65-31063=-1

(92)
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This reference is a letter dated 10/24/40 fron
william J. Donovan, Attorney ot 2 Fall &%t., NYC, regarding
a man names Henry F. Miller who was charged with smuggling
narcotics from Merico. Letter acknowledgesd 11/8/40,

18-0-4439
(77}

On 10/21/40 Mr. Hoover telephonically contacted
Col. ¥illiam J. Donovan in response to his call. Donouvan
mentioned a youny lady who had Twnch with them ana stated

that she wos suspicicus ¢f o Xr. Jamnond. She had advised
thet Famrmond had sais something about ceorming to her plane

and she sent him a telegram that she could not have hirm,
but the telegram came back that he was in Halifcx. Ske
later told him that she had atternpied %o send the teleprar
and this caused hin grect concern. He ashked her fo gine
him the record of all the time he had beern in ker horme,
From thesc actions she concludes that somcone was chee’ing
on kim, ’:7 - /( // .,"LJ.'J:" C S . . - ’.)

O P AR SR - -

! ¥eno from ¥Mr., Hoover
to ¥r. Tamm and ¥Mr,
Cleng dated 10/21/4¢
No captiion given
SS=RRL62407

(e2)
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On 10/24/40 Col. William J. Donovan called from
NY and talked with ¥r. Temm, concerning an individual who
gove his name to Thorkild Rieber as Watts cnd stated he
wes a Fecderal Inspector. Donovan was advised thet the
Bureau had no agent in that vicinity by the name of Wai'ls.

Memo for the Director,
10/24/40

No caption given
€5-27244-6

(es) -~

This reference is an undated memo from an uni-
dentified outside source,“place not given, received in
ecrly November 1840. This memo stated thael when Col.
willigm Jonovan returned [from his trip abroad where he
had been sent by Secretary of Navy Kroxr, the Presicent
and Ben Smith met Donovan and talked with him. Smnith said
Donovar told him that when the first bliitztries hit Lorcon
that London weould collapse. Jonovan later said thail he
has talked to Smith but thot he had said that in his
epinion the British would stop the Nazis.

ES=7557-20

(26) ~
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This referance is g lettler date? 11/9/00 from \
ﬁg Tillion J. DJonovan, Attorney at 2 Yell Jt., NYU. 1o

Lo
,Lg Jr. Paoteor enclosing a leidforgelich loncvra had receluc 1
o Rabarals I Ter Izttor s2t out :
7?( - rEA e R v'r'v!},“"ﬂ' Ggr‘o GEERAGE g1 Puvana Visia ., t k._‘-ﬂ,‘ﬂ
gan ,qn"t,or,],u ’i"e ‘oS, z,uho wad o nemphew of Yusitte lalsuokrs St
Foro’an ftniuter o.f" Japan. i

of acinowledgernent were zeni to both-
)

. TS
4
and Junoven on 11/76/40,

C5=21402-1

b

(5’”/‘1_‘. L

o , . . L e
el . S, S S ORI A S
7hia refeorence 18 a le drten 11/°9,:0 frop

+tig
evLe
Yillian J. Jonovan, an atiorney at 9 Tall Sie, MY, incwpiriag

au 1o the atiitude of Draft Poearl oj;i”’ 1ls toward draf
rocioirnatne going oversens with tho Sritial,
Lonowvan wro adviscd hy relter that the Do
Joad Cernnlated o policy on this =atior,
e Sy

ﬁ\
il e
.
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i

B
i

=
o

shis referznce 18 ¢ heollet eniitio-, J

Jolwiy Neosons for Arerics' hy Col. Williew oesctan and
“lgar Yoovor with the introduction written v Fron

Searetn vy o the Fany.  This boobled publicho ! by fhe

Amoi oan Juvacidoor Publlc Affoiva, 175
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In the latter part r the earl

-~ oA

PP

i gents concerning i0rkt Bzeber hf}
ofiftcer in charoe of forezgn sales and the Teras Marine
Departnme e Teras Company, prior to his resiynation
in 1541, stated that Col. William Donovan treveled
o with Riebér on one or more occasions throughout Germany and
i was introduced by Rieber to important persons in Germany
and later used these contacts for his own military missions
in Central Europe.

%

~tated Donovan and Rieber were the best o
JTiends ena suggested that Donovan be interviewed regarding
Rieber. Prior to Rieber's resignation from the Teras (Com=-

. pany he was represented by Col, William Donovan whose ser-

. vices were compensated in the sum of #6,000 by the Teras
Corpani.

Y Rpt., 10/%/43

e: Terkild Rieber, wmus,
Registraticn Act, Dc~
naturalization proceedings -

&, Neutraglity Act

65-27244<81 N

. (12) -

g; In 1341 a list of personsg on the personal mailing
j list of Ulric EBell and his organization, the Fight for Free-
dom Tomnittee, included the name of Col. William J. Donounan.

Source not given
Bureau 'emo, 5/15/41
- No capticn given
100=25087=2
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" This reference 18 an unidentified report dated
1/25/41 setting out data obtoined from a confidential Source
close to the German Embassy, entitled "European Situation.”
This report stated that "Wild Bill" Donovan would prove dis-
appointing to the President in his missions to Bulgaria _
and @reece.as an emigsary of the President. Deiails as
discussions with the heads of these countries set out. (?9)
The above information was furnighed to Yajor
General Edwin M. Watson, Secretary to the President on
1/28/41. e

on 1/29/41 the NYC PD advised that an investigation
had been conducted concerning Count John Perdicari (believed to
be a German spy) who had been in the US allegedly stnce 1934 as
a representative of Piccioli (a tobacco firm in Itely). During
a personal interview with the investigator Perdicari said the
purpogse of Col. ¥William Donovan's journey to Europe was to
"reel out" various nations os to a United Sitotes of Europe. He
said that Col. Donovan was sent by Secretary Knox and that the
Stote Dept. was receptive toward gponsoring such a movement.

NY Rpt
¢ - i ——
\3\9"(/ was, ’ y

Fsp-1 .
65-310Q8=-5

) (29)
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This reference 18 an unidentified report dated
2/15/41 entitled "Furopean Situation” and setting out data
obtained from a confidential source close ito the German
Embassy. This report stated that on Col. Donovan's visit
through the Balkan area he (Donovan) told the lecders of
the countries in this section that he was the direct re-
presentative of the President of the U.S. and warned them

dhmd 4 # +ha amie mnAamawaea ohavtld ho Aafambad $haoass Aanvumndnian
IFU iJ L2083 - Gl v VWG I @ LQiIsWuhiw Ve UGJ Wil e b it I W W PO

could look forward to conciliatory and beneficial powers.
Donovan told them that if they played with the axis powers
ond were defeated, th ould not look for favor from Great
Britain and the U.S.(i ua

The above information was furnished to Vajfor
General Edwin M. WFalson, Secretary to the President; The
Secretary qf Novy; Assistant Secretary of State Adolf A.
Berle; Assistant Attorney Generagl Matthew F. VcGuire and

Solicitor General Biddle on 2/18/41.

66~ 5424~3-229
(28)

ovan was believed to de making an investigation of
ith a view of utilizing his services and that
ame disturbed when he learned of the investigation,

was agreed that an inguiry of Donovan would be made con-
cerning this matter.

Yemo for the Director, 12/10/41
No caption given

61-7566-8119

(116)«

ime -31- \
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A trqnslnmon Srom the ARussian daily paper [for
3/17/41 the "Russky Golos" published at 61 Zast Tth St.,
NYC, carried a news . item which stated, "i¥illiam Donovan,
unefficial #¥ashington observer in Europe, confers with
Spanish officials agbout American aid to Spain.’'

100-21318-4
"Russky Golos", 3/17/41
(28) -
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The NY "Times" for August 19 to 22, 1940 carried
& series of articles by Col. William J. Donovan and Edgar
Movrer, material for which was obtained by Col. Donovan
when he was sent to London ot the request of Secretary of
Navy Knog. The ariicles described German "pifth column”
methods. Donovan was Coordinator of Information in 1941,

which became Office of War Information in 1942.

The Seattle "Post - Intelligencer" for 4/20/41
listed Col. William J. Donovan as a sponsor of the Fight

Jor Freedom Committee.
Seat
Re:

SK-C
100-23795-120 pgs.

This reference is a letter dated 5/13/41 from
¥illiam J. Donovan, attorney at 2 Wall St., NIC, to Mr.
Hoover enclosing a letter d 5/12/4
had recelved from

p
0 our government. Donovan's letter was acknow-

o] n
ledged 5/19/41.

65-35339-11
(101)
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Col. Willigm J. Donovan was onc of the founders
of the American Friends of Yugoslavia, Inc., which was in-
corporated in NYC on 5/1/41 to relieve suffering Yugoslavia.

(Source not clearly stated)
NY Rpt., 3/7/44

Re: The American Friends

of Yugoslavia, Inc., aka;
IS-C

100-182760=-5

(92)

On 6/4/41 Mr. James Magee called this Bureau and
advised he had sent a letter to the Director on §/2/41 re-
questing a speaker for a mass meeting in Pittsburgh durt ng
the latter part of June. According to Mr. Magee this rally
was to be held in opposition to the America First Commitice
and "w/ild Eiil'" Donovan was to be one of the speakers,

2r. ¥Yagee was advised thas this letter would be
called to the Director's attention as soon as it arrived at
the Bureau.

Bureau memo, 6/4/41
No caption given
100-4712-67X2

(66) -
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On Saturday night prior to 6/24/41— . b-f\D
called Mr. Foxworth and advised that he had heard a radio
broadcast which stated that "Wild Bill" Donovan had been
appointed head of a new secret intelligence service, which

was to be staffed by representatives from the Justice,
Treasury and State Departments which would work closely
with the army and navy.

Memo for the Director,
6/24/41

No caption given
626442712

(65) .

The Fashington "Times Herald"”, date not given,
carrizd an article entitled "Donovan Feads U.S. Intelli-
gence" which stated that President Roosevelt had com-
missioned Col. William J. "Wild Bill" Donovan a Major
General in the U.S. Army To supervise American military
intelligence and to ally it with the British secret ser-
vice. A time stamp on the back of this reference in-
dicated it was received in Mr. Hendon's office 6/25/41.

66-8700-4
(66,107)
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On 6/25/41 observance by a Bureau Ageit gt Room

629 of the N k Bldg. in NYC revealed that N
told hat (Col. William) Donovan OMU \rﬂL
to Yu o fight. Col. Donovan was called "Wild Bill"

because he was such a 8§issl, decoras/ng L

- In the summer of 1941 information was received
that Atherton Richards, regarded in Honolulu as a brilliant
erecutive, financier and economist, who=mgs President of the
Hawaiian Pineapple Company, was associcted with ¥illtam J.
Donovan. ' (Source not given)

This reference containsg the following nozvation:

"7 understand from Donovan he is to be his right hand man
on administration, H."

Memo for the Director,
7/19/41

No caption given
62-63816-2

(61)

ST 62-3816-1

(61). -




il

~ R R

|

e————

e, . s - s i i o €y et B e et MR 4 1 v de s semk e

o

0 | o

On 4/2/50 Joszph Barnes was irnterviewed by
Bureau Agents at which time he advised that in the summar
of 1241 he went to work for Col. ¥illiam "IFild Bill"
Donovan in the office of Coordinator of Injformation in
Kre.

¥FO report, 4/:1/50
Re: Owen Lattimore

Esp-RE
100=-24628~405 p. 7
(54, 66)
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This reference sets out information concerning the
newspaper, '"The New Leader" published in NY. Attached to
this memo is an article from the above newspaper of 7/12/41
by Edward Loring entitled, "Donovan Heads New Office To
Speed Counter Espionage." This article stated that Col.
¥illiem J. Donovan had been named Coordinator of Information,
and included a picture of Col. Donovan as well as details of
the new counter espionage office.

Memo for Mr. Nichols,
7?/16/41 with above news-
paper clipping

No caption given
61-5124-9

(118) °

The Congressionagl Record for 7/31/41, page 657
carried the following remarks by Senator Fheeler with re-
Sference to his (Fheeler's) prosecution by the Department
of Justice: "'Wild Bill' Donovan, who is in the Department
of Justice, is the man who conducted my prosecuiion., AMr.
Donovan ts now head of the Gestapo in the United States.
That is the proper place for him, because he knows how such

‘things should be done. He worked with Burns, and with all

the sliueths in the Depariment of Justice when they were
ratding the offices of the late Senator Caraway, the lcte
Senator Walsh, and old 'Battling Bod' LaFollette. So he is
a fitting man to head the Gestapo in the United States."

Memo for the Director,
8/1/41
Re: The Congressional
Record
- 68.1731-103X2

(62)
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4 confidential {nformant of ¥ID who was designated
6a "E" gdvised that on 8/1/41 he had conferred with Del Fungo
Gierc, wa. Peter Brenner who wgs under indictment {n the -
Southern District of NI on charges of imperaonating a Gop 't,
officer. Mr. Charles T. Lark, Attorney for Glera, vags at- .
tenpting to make an appointment with Col. Willianm Donovan in
order for Giera to give Donovan the details of hts caase. .
Giera advised that Lark claimed ke had something on Col.
Donovan, and if Donovan refused to tnterview Giera, then

Lark would make q public matter of him.

Y, g e
O

) . o, Y
‘,‘.,-ﬁt-'.tu',-‘):p -

"\

ARMy

J. Donovan, Coordinator of Iaformation,-

vas given detcils of above kndervtew In a Buregy letter dated
10/8/41.  threat | S
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65) (name searched as N
¥ild Bi1} Donovan) .ixis.
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\ Tesur log, date not
t - : given, Fashington, D.C.

c;;;gled E’Sunmary .
Informant # not given
65-6.3;!-1 -79

(51)

on 8/19/4) SN ¢ o1, (¥illiam) Donovan's

office called and staile
Bureau be advised th

the Mayflower Hotel,
\ had come to Col. Donouvan’s o .
said he knew a group which was operating a smug g g
TR in the Everglades of Florida, and t ere smuggling
O, Germansg in from Cuba or somewhere had been un-
Mn getting an interview aval officials.
LAl 0) aid Col. Danawvan wanted someone from Navy or
l mwm_t the Mayflower Hotel and de-
termine whether or not something should be done about the

matter.

wad
Pyaa advised this wu-.ao*-e-#a{ within the
Jurtsdiction of INS. A

Bureau memo, 8/19/41
No caption given
100-39578=-1

(51)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

#orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU “PG
REPORT MADE AT DATMEA\;I;EN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPCRT MADE BY
_ NEW YORK 6/30/53 | 6/23,24,25/53 THOMAS J. LARDNER
7;‘ TITLE . CHARACTER OF CASE
. : "

WILLIAM JUSEPH DONOVAN, aka: "wild Bill SPECTAL INQUIRY
Donovan

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

WILLIAM D. MITCHELL advised that appointee has detested him since HERBERT
HOOVER appointed him Attorney General, Appointee's first law pariner, FRANK
G. REICHLE of Buffalo, was indicted during late 1920's or early 1930's on worth-
A less bond deal. Appointee asked MITCEELL to intervene. MITCHELL wrote letter
J{/ to FGJ pointing out spotless character and reputation of REICHLE. No court
action instituted at that time, however, REICHLE was re-indicted in 1931 or
1932. Appointee again asked MITCHELL to intervene. MITCHELL refused. RFICHLE
tried and acquitted. MITCHELL considers appointee loyal, capable and brilliant
—” ~ and knows no reason why he should not have responsible govermnment position.
o~ -+ Judge CHARLES D. LAWRENCE, U. S. Customs Court, recommends most highly. The
Honorable HERBERT HOOVER recommends appointee most highly having known him since
1925; knows none of circumstances of indictments returned against REICHIE or
appointee's intervention in affair.

&
i

- RUC -
REFERENCE: Washington Field teletype to New York, 6/22/53. *

DETAILS: WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, Attorney, 20 Exchange Place, advised
that he has knowin the appointee for approximately 30 years
in mostly a professicnal relationship. He stated that both
served in the Department of Justice during the CALVIN COOLINGE Administration
from 1924~1928. - Mr. MITCHEIL stated that he was Solicitor General and the ap-
pointee Assistant o the Attorney General. At this time both were very friendly
and got along well together. ’
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However, Mr. MITCHELL stated. their feeling for each other
became strained when in his official cqpaC1ty he had occasion to alter Some
~of the legal briefs that the appointee drew. The appointee resented these
alteratlons™ and advised Mrs MITCHELL of his resentdent.” During the Fresi-
dert1a] campaign of 1928 the ‘appointee aided Mr. HOOVER, being a loyal Re-
publican, and after his election hoped that he would be appointed Attorney
General. However, in Washington political circles at this time his, Mr.
MITCHELL'S, name was prominently mentioned as the new Attorney General. Mr.
MITCHELL stated that when these rumors began spreading he called in the ap-
pointee and explained to him that he did not want the job, had no desires
of obtaining it, and had done nothing to secure the appointment.

h

However, a short time later Mr. MITCHELI was called to
the home of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court HARLAN FISKE STONE, who
along with President-elect HOOVER who was also there, asked him to take the

Attorney Generalship. Mre MITCHELL told them of his plans to return to pri-

- . -vate practice which negated his taking the Attorney General's position. How-
ever, Justice STONE and Mr. HOOVER persuaded him to take *the job, which he
did.

E:J,ﬂw\# S g g

- From that time on the appointee detested him, feeling
that he had_ "underﬂut" him, the app01ntee, to get the Attorney Generalshlp.

ffbm‘the'Départméht ‘of Justlce and returhed‘io New York Cltj to fouﬁd his 1aw

) One of the appointee'!s first partners was FRANK G.
REICHLE, now a practicing attorney in Buffalo, who maintained the Washing-
ton-0ffice of the partnership.. In'the_late 1920's or early 1930's Mr. REICHLE
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington as a result of a worthless
] bond deal. 'Mr. MITCHELL stated a few other individuals were also indicted
but he could not recall their identity.  REICHLE protested his innocence
stating that although the other individuals who were indicted resided at “the
same address as he, he had no connection with’ them.

ey

The app01ntee at this time called upon Mr. MITCHELL in
his partner's behalf and asked him to have the indictment quashed. Mr.
MITEHELL told the appointee that he could not do this, but wrote a letter
to the Federal Grand Jury pointing out the spotless character and reputation
of REICHLE and also of his high standing in the communlty. As a result of

_ thia letter, no ‘action was taken against REICHLE. - :

ot However, in 1931 or 1932 REICHLE was re-indicted on the
. -l \
i \
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same charge_and_once again the appointee asked Mr. MITCHELL to intervene.
The z app01ntee at this time was campaigning for the governorship of New York
Staté. ~Mr. MITCHELL refused, telling the appointee to let the court action
take its ¢ourse. REICHLE was tried and acquitted. Mr. MITCHEILL could not
recall the outcome of the trials of the other individuals involved, but be=-

;ﬁ lieved they were convicted. All court records of this action are maintained
EE in the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice.
# Mc, MITCHELL considers..the appointee to be a very capable

- and brilliant person and knows of no reason why he should not be given a
responsible government position. He believes that the present position to
be the Ambassador to Thailand. He condidera the appolntee's 1oyalty to be

& unquestioned. -
i. CHARLES D. LAWRENCE, Judge, United States Customs Court,
/f 201 Varick Stre u, ﬂdviacd tha.tr he has k‘ﬂun 1 the app01utc“ since 1928 whan

o -+ both were serving in the Department of Justice. He stated that his associa-

; tion with the appointee was professional and not very close. He stated that

P he has seen the appointee twice in the last five years. He stated further
that the appointee was quite disappointed when he was not made Attorney
General by HERBERT HOOVER. '

Judge LAWRENCE recommended the appointee most highly
as to his character, reputation and loyalty to the United States Government.
He stated that the appointee has a notable record of public service and -
-recommends him for a responsible government peosition. He knew nothing dero-
gatory concerning the appointee.

The Honorable HERBERT HOOVER, former President of the

T United States, Waldorf Towers, advised SA ROBERT J. JACKSON that he has known
the appointee since 1925 when he was an Assistant to the Attorney General
in the Cabinet of CALVIN COOLIDGE. The appointee subsequently served as an
Assistant Attorney General to his Attorney General, VILLIAM D. MITCHELL, but
rezigned in 1929 to return to New York City. Since that time they have
maintained their association and constantly keep in touch with each other.
Mr. HOOVER recommended the appointee most highly as to his character, repu-
tatiph, ability and loyalty to the United States Government. He'stated thal
he -knew-none of the circumstances surrounding the indictments returned against
FRANK_G. REICHLE, the appointee's former law partner, and the attempts made
by the appointee to have them quashed. He supggested that his Attorney General,
Mr. MITCHELL, be interviewed in this regard. Mr. HOCVER knew nothing dero-
gatory concerning the app01ntea and recommended Hiw for a 1esponsib1e govern—

ment position. e e e
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LIL INFORMATI

0% CONTAIKRED -
7 : Director, FBIl FIREIR 18 neL ASSIFIZD . DATE: 6/30/3'3
fl/W ’ £ A Iz C—F,Tl'}fr - SEOWN - ’ ]
AA T FRO v SAC, New York (77-16713) oIrwmvizs
i -
“46 SUBJECT: "II}IA JOC..;P"{ DONOVAN aka: (ATTENTION: INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION . '™~ H
;} *7i1d Bill" Donovan ,"~ £ SPECIAL INJUIRY SECTION) v *
SPECIAL INQUIRY e _MH of
» TOD AR :
. RPeference is made to report ofzzi\EaggAS J. LARDNER, 6/19/53,
_ i New York.
} The following information in regard to the appointee is being brought )
3 to the Bureau's attention, and due {o the nature of it is not being reported :

in the details of the referenced report.

- 0a 10/3/u% JON ®. ENGLISH, Attorney, 1‘1E G. Da“iel Balgwin ruild-
- ‘Eﬂ&1g, home add.css, 2450 South Shore Drive, both in Erie, Peansylvania, ai-

» Eviseo that when General DCNOVAN set up 0SS, comprissd the organizatior. of sore
30 branches. ENGLISH was in the Field Photographic Branch. He statel tlat
on nulercus occasions he wes warned by'his superiora in this brinch that the
per:c:rﬁe; of the Visual Prescntation Section were endecvoring to encreack
upon the jurisdiction of the Field Pnotcgraphic Brarch. The perscnnel of

the Visual Presentation Branch were suspectec Communists or fellow travelers,
&n” while they had no direct evidence to substaontiate this cloim, their

opinion was based on the following.
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1: Their branch was the only branch that mairtained collectior. boxes % !(f)
1

- ! Y :
for Russiarn War Relief. L - Sl A e
4
_ C d-by_:}:g%:' - 3 . .’ ] q:—;;:r‘!-_!:,'.'i‘. a9 i
B e e DUEEEsb R ey
',+;n.uchﬂ . .j 1¢ 81$L°UH [,zﬁggﬁhu}fﬂf ’

. N . .
. " y y .‘_-.‘W !
Lo » [y ‘.l L I

. Tl W e

, - Ay

b

H i s ;/
' ’ -~
: - — N — = P N PR P b A L
? ;"- F—_ _-.7_...;-“‘ . _; ’_‘~ R - - -" ) “"- . .;‘,- . . .

L o et e b it T e L . A A\ . ‘
L s e LS 4 - TN T v ': - o - v ‘o . lﬂ.ﬁ AN A P é 'v—‘ ‘
) B T W TR ey ey I R T . . W\‘\u“ e 1Y \



T Amalh . Wea AL m e LD - B L -V - M o e maa e

0

Letter to Director o - . TO
NY 77-16713 e T _.

2. They were anxious to hire colbred personnel.

3. In conversation between the enlisted personnel of the Field Photo-
graphic Branch and the Visual Presentation Branch, the personnel of the Field
Photographic Branch were impressed with the radicalism of the personnel of
the Visual Presentation Branch. _

L. About this time, the winter of 15LL-19L5, CARL MARZANI, one of
the members of the Visual Presentation Branch, was exposed by the ”Washing-
ton Times-Herald." ,

| SV
S'l?ﬂ-l -79

The above information was previously furnished administratively by XY
report of SA BRONI S. MACYS entitled "J. DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was., et . :
al, Perjury, Internal Security - R, Esplonage - R," at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- C@ 9.
vania. N

" % 0

On 9/9/50 CIA reported that Gener Lo O?
WILLIAM DONOVAN, formerly of 0SS) advised tg -
to introduce him t¢ General SMITH of CIA and )
all intelligence material which he might receive t-o him (OF TUTh G ‘ Cg-”—
the General. General DONOVAN had bee Q(
cuss intelligence matters. (R},

Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS J. GALLANT entitle
Espionage - IS," 2/28/51, New York City.

A3

.5—'(’ _
=4 ¥1D The information attributed to informan as previousl
T furn to the Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS NT entitled h
T E \ was; Espicnage ~ IS," 2/13/52, New York City.

Due to the type of information furnished by the above sources they
are regorted by letter and not by report.

Reference is made to Bureau teletype to New York, dated 6/18/53. \ L



DMHrector

The information attributed t 19 s1y fur-
nished to the Bureau by letter dated 3'entit1ed ESpionage -
IS & R." - .

During the course of the investigation of

a Security Matter - C classification, the following was notedi

I .llllllln

On applying for employment at the "New York Daily News
GEORGE W. POLK c§ "Herald Tribune," Paris,France, as a refere

13'080

Mr. LUKE CARROLL, in charge of correspondents at the "New York Herald
Tribune," advised on 1/28/53 that the GEORGE W. POLK who had been & corres- -
pondent for the Paris "Herald Tribune," which is owned by the "New York -
Herald Tribune,” was identical with the GFORGF POLK who had been killed in
Greece in 1948,

POIK'S death was the shiact of manv invesgtd B.ﬂ+“nhﬂ I“r varions arancies

Fg V)T e R o wae 0LJeCy O many INvesStigavioens 10us ager vd-vw’

since he went into Greece to investigate the "civil ‘ar" taking place there.

The "Volce of Freedom" for June 1948 reports POIX was killed because
he despised the Greek Fascist Government and wanted to broadcast an inter-
view with the leader of the Greek guerillas., According to this article,
the Greek Government did not want the American people to hear this broad-
cast.

The "Voice of Freedom" is a publication cited by the California Com~
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, page 22l;, "to be Commnist
initiated and controlled or so atrongly influended a3 to be in the Stalin
solar system," .

-
it

Tha "ll’.'- Tarlk f‘nmﬁnnﬂ an 8/ and 1/ED rarried 8 store hy T "'

d sa W L\'d“ N SRR Wik Wf J WAl [ W ‘l""‘“*“‘-‘ W VWA Wy 4 L 8
STONE relative to the POIX murder and subsequent investigations. The story -
alleges the Overseas Writers Club was investigqting leads indicating the
Rightists were responsible for the murder and that the Greek Government in-
. fluenced the American Embassy in Athens in having the chief investigator re-
R calleds STCNE charged "a hush up" of the case. The Overseas Writers Club
. was chaired by WALTER LIPPMAN and General WILLIAM DONOVAN.
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In viéw of the nature of the above information it is being furnished = °
by letter to the Buresu.: It is being left to the discretion of the Bureau .-
to have WALTER LIPP interviewmed concerning his knowledge of General * . -

The above information was previously reporked to the a
John L. Fagan on 2/17/53 in the report entitled was.}
Security Matter - C" at NYC. ‘
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

; 'll'??-ll;l:;os.zlomclm'rm ar BUREAU _ ' JMR
_"'; REFORT MADE AT ‘ DA'L:WH:N \Pamonron WHICH MADE REFORT MADE BY S o
NEW YORK /1753 6/29/53 . | THOMAS J. LARDNER
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, aka: - . - L LT oo b T
™11d B111" Donovam . -, . | . SPECIAL INQUIRY =
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: - T-2, edvised that his eiperienc& with the

appointee has not been favorable. He considers appointee.
an "anti-anti-Communist® and would not recommend, T-3,
considers appointee a "bubblehead" who never got tough
with Communists in O.S.Ss He would not recommend eppointee.

- RUC =- _ _ _
REFERERCE ~ Report of SA THOMASJ. LARDNER, June 19, 1953
DETAILS T-2, an _informant of known relisbility, an

individual who is well versed in Communist
actlvity 1n the labor union field, advised
that his experlence with the appointee has never beey favorable.
The_ém_m;ntﬂe‘haa»aluanbeen soft _and mushy™ in his treat-
mént of Communists and Compunist infiltration of organizations
under his control, T-2, s tated thai ihé appointee would never
teke a Firm stand ‘against Communists in government, unions, or
the Unite t{oanti-

mited Nt onse 72, tonsidery thé appointee an "an
Comainlste" T-2, stated that hi's comments were not based on

apecific incidents, but on genoral Impréssion and observatlofls
7-2, would not recommeénd the appointeée, '

Tw_gj__;;mant of unknown reliability,
newspaper columnist, who has_general Knowlsdgé dr-YEriouw ——.
sctivitles throughcut the United States, advised thet he has
made 1inquiry concerning the appointee for his own use. The —
appointee!s -law firm-represents—a public reletiony Yirij,
Allteéd Syndlcats, whose clients are JOHN L. LEWIS, FRANK
CDB‘IELIIOJ?Jand LAUGHLIN CURRIE, The appolnteé was alleped-to = -
ch

-

have Is aded a recent committee which was to ask Presiden
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’ ¥I§EEEQEEE_19_QPSt SenatgnﬁﬂxﬁQJLJﬁLiuﬁm&m; The_wPDQintebﬂg

aw firm_also.was.alleged ta represent the Chinese Generals
WA _absconded with millions_of Nationalist China's. runds.
considera The a_ppo:l.ntee .a._"bubblehead" who never gOL tough
the “ommunists in 0ffice of Strategic Services, T~3,
would not reccmmend the appointee,

T-3,
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ROBERT J. JACKSON

Due to the type of informatlion furnished, these
individuals desired theilr identities be protected,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGIRATED AT BIRE AU

REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH M’ADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 72353 6/26’250’ /L | wTLiIae w. FRNTHORE saw
TITLE ™y

CHARACTER OF CASE

VIITLITAM JOSEPT DONOVAN SPYTTATL TRCULIERY

SYNOFSIS OF FACTS:

Result of HCUA file review set forth. T®DGAR ANSTI. MOWRER, Syndicatad
@gir . telumnist, reports favorably concerning DONOVAT,
ntsr, 7/ .

je P

PR SN | "Fic

{

X ol it o,! "’*'
PN o ”PFPEHZH g New York teletype dated June 18, 19%3.

Q,r T' ‘f{‘ Report of SA WILLIAM E. F“MIMOHE dated June 26, 1993 at
. Washincton, D. C.

JRTALLS WY WAZETNTTGN, DL,

ELTAABETH USHEILL BUNTLOY tes sbified under oa

_Le: er oath th briuxE_ybe
o House Comrlttee on Un-Arerican Activities on Julv 31, 1948.._She alutted
I d5 a former merber of Lhe TorFunisi Darty, She also testified

that_she anerated as courier in a Sov1et esplonaye nefwor"ﬁétween*
- 1951 and 19h>. She 1dent1f1ed MINCAN ~HAPLIN LIR of the 0ff
Stralepic Services as one of her contacis in washington, M,

T. VYiss
" TTHTIEY exnl3ificd tYEve WagE a 01rcl° of lawvers arcund General
R ANOUVAN at (4S8 ard LEE W&S one of them. He Azd

ded

fice of

v JI ov LC.‘:-'U HEI‘ JJ.J. E T“P‘_
TrmTownt IohT THIT "hirhly secret information on what
D85S was doing; that thcr were trwlng to muk sascret nepotiations with
Fovermmante in the Balkan bloc ih case Lhe war endeu, thut

par1thating n2ople 3w Munpary; that 05§

F-

they wWern
Deonle were Hring vunt 1ntu
Tirkey €0 operate in thﬂ Pa1k4ns and thdt General UV vas interested
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in having an exchange by the NKVD and 0SS,

| U )

e - -

¢ s ———

Ohe furiher testifiéd that L7E was_a member-of the Com il st
JTarty ind had wor}pd in Gena2ral. DONOVAN's law fimm prior to coring
into the fbb., i%i testified under oath befcre the Committec on
Tvrast 10, 1048, ve acknowledged acavaintanceslin with Mies BEMILEY,
stating s'c was known to him as HEL:N GUALT.

L5 testified:

"™pr, fhairrman, Miss ELIZABETH BENTLEY in her recent
testirony before the House Un-American Affairs Tomrittee
has arcused =2 of helng a Comrunist and of sanolyine her with
seersd, informabion concernine the 055,

"7 want to sav ecatcrorically that I ar naot and have
never been a Comrunlst'a*d'that 1 have .never diviu)sad
cladsifisd_irforpation to any unauthorized PETSOMN. -I.had
beeﬁ"an assistant in the legal cffices of General DUNOVAH

- befo"e the war; I had comé to the0SS7With him as hlS '
afsistant; and I was ‘therefore particularly aware of a
rennxrement of vérsonal lovalty Lo him in such matters alone

with my lovalty to the service of the mited Dlates,

"Duriag the war my wife and I met Missy 50117V socially
at t} 2 heme of a friend., VYe met a preat many peonle at
this time. Therealter we saw Miss BENTLEY off and on for
a little over a year. OQOur acguainterc? wan catirely a social -
- one.

"l made it a rule during my service with 055 never to
discuss anyti'-ing that had not oreviously annpared in the
newspaners, and then only to the exient made publie. | I

certainly kept strch?y'to thls rule in any ,alxh T aver

had with Miss BEWT' oo
"T was in the Amy and in the 0S° for ned four years
e and during that time WCrked day and atrht, Y00 An Tfashington

and ovarscas, to further our war effort. 1 a- sure that
fenaral LW AN and the other of Flecers urdder whon 7 served
will confirm the fact Lhet rv war record io one of which I

can fesl jusily proud., While in the Aviyv T roe [rom the rank
of first lieutenant to lieuienant colonel. | have receivaod
sevoral official comrmendations. I knew thiat I have served

my country with complete loyalty and to the oozt ¢ my
ability and it is a prolound sho-k to fin? rv nume and war
record attacked by ihe irresponsible charrecs of Ui woman.

N P ik

AN
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#It is hard for me to be]_"u;\e that Miss BENTLEY's
statements are those of a rational person., In trying to
recall my acqua:.nt.ance with Miss BENTLEY T have been puzzled

that T do not remermber that she ever tried to get any

information out of me. In view of that fact I_am tempted .
to believe that Miss_BENTLEY yged her sogig) relationship ¥
with me merely to help her misregresent to her_emplqyers for )
t@ own personal build-up that she had access through me to

someone of the importance of Gensral DONOVEIN, T‘ - -

In addition to the above LEE related he wWas_epployed in

DOROVAN's Jaw. Lirm for three years and was then brought into ﬁhe_@S
In 0SS his wnrb’?‘mﬁﬂﬁfzﬁéééq=ﬁr‘fw ur l%gal

« / By the General. Lo two
X//" aOFTSET and narﬂv a member of the so-calléd secretariat, ]
a7 oeen t%y Teneral DY:0VAN 66 two missions to China,

Om-the=ftr=t-mtwsIon, in 1943, he. dld,_po:,_‘gei"t"‘cmr-m LIE s ot
ntssim,mméw1édleﬁ? Jﬁﬂ%‘}, «ho-uent-nnt.ﬁ:.ﬁ TeREYal DIONUVAN

A returned the first week ia.fctober,

L

Xo further nertinent Momatlon regarding the relationship
between Generd Roted dn tyhe House Tommitiee non

Im—-u;ncan ALY 5_ r-ecord s

THOMAS J. DONEGAN, Special Assistant to the Attorney General,
advised SA JOSEPH M. KELLY of the New York Office of the Federal Bureau

of Investication on Septerber 1k, 194b that he had learned through

a confidential source that General WILTIAM J., DONOVAN had issued a

staterent to the press that he still had confidence in DUNCAN C,1EE,
More Specific information was not available,

&

t/‘ﬁ
94%/
LIt

p

p*” m active duty as a eutenant. Colonel in the Arry of the United

TwetwfI dite ol separatlon. U’D

The files of _T-l, _anpther government _agency.shich gonduais )
personmu and securnv-r, e mvesnlg_auma,.mwmnar%?d b

STETES on January 2h; IT0b i@ on April™y,™19LE; "upon The™Tecommendation

ommmmku arwarded fbhe-aﬂly'me‘ﬁa’af‘“onjfe’aal
) AN Y record re £T8TsT8a Tor separation from the Army

mr-&anmy-eay-}%émdqas -wn termingl "1t ate™ 11" may ‘b"‘l?hﬁ""tﬁ'e o

coniacts w

J-—aﬂmsms"‘"n—r—‘_‘m T & LA e e
apanese Division; HF L“N N _TENNEY, Spanish D:Lv:Lsion,

He furnished vanous ypes oI Iﬁformatlon inasmuch

N mN,&,RFI

Miss B“‘N:x:L.EY also_testified t~at in addition to ILEE thgse R
Of her contacts whe emp.Loye in Ao wWere HMa fm mRI‘Nz Heaj‘,

le Ne.
S13¢. ;«,9

ThedD

e/
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7
e
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as he hail access to that which 0G5S was pettlnp on Latln america; had

Fecess to cablzs which 05T was getting in irom its azent abroad; had

‘acness to world Zwide inforration of various sorts and reporied Lo har
éE that 05T “}ad an arrangnménf with the State Department whereby he c3u]d
’ see State Uenart.nent cables on v1ta‘¢. issues,

—————— . A omee g o — - -

In a gienzd statement furnished to the Federal Purecaa of
Tnvestirgation Apents on November 30, 1945, wniss WiNTLIY stated her
last meeting with HALPERIN occurred in 19h4. He was still _employerd
by 55. In_garlv 1948 "TAFV",_her Russian coniact at that time, told
—155 BENILEY. thai JALPERIN had been accused by .GefieTal WILLIaM U,
DONOVAN of beins a Soviet Apent "After this accusatlon, aﬂcord1n~ Lo
"JACK, HALPTRTY failed to appear two or three times to reet his contact.

n“”(PPﬁﬂni information. 1nsarued invo uhe HMeuse Comrittee on
meirericar ictivities record during Yiss BERTLZY's te stircny indicated
ﬂﬂET“ﬁ*ﬂ'Va”'EFblode in"05S ‘between Septerber 1941 and nctober 1943
and In ﬂﬁ""ﬂpnargfegg‘of State‘betwpen October 1945 and June 1946,
L On the morning of January 2L, 1946, during the course of
a nhvsical survelllance of HALPFRTN by #BI Apents JODERH 7. WALEH, JR.,
FRANTTS CALLANT, and “NANSTS . ORRIEN, he was observed leaving his
lew Yoprk hoteol and proceeding te 2 Wall Street, the woidroos of the lavw
fir» of Tondran, leisure, Newtonw and Lombard., e rouad
bullding annrcxinastely a hall hour. Thiz law Jirnm Io
(leneral DMMIOVAN is connected.

With reference to J. JULIUS JOSEPH, Miss :JENILEY testified -
she had collected Fomwunlst ’arty “dues f rom hlm. Pased upon his
ﬂﬁ—Iovanﬁ, he was in” a position to” fumish her in?érmation reparding
both Japan and Russia, “J0OSTPH's wife was alse employ=d by 0SS for
approxlmatelv qlx months in the Pub11c1ty Divisicn. &he, iovo, was
a “oarunlst.

Ho tn(tlmonv dlIEPt]V relatln? JOSZETPH with J2MOV4 was iven
hw *qu BTLTY, o

Migs DRITSY inferred the House Nom-ith - on 'ri-ameriecon
Activities that WILEN R, TINWLY was a Communist o was first employved

’ .‘s.',‘ at, the 0U5, Spanish Nivision, and later handled i»e Balkans when U e
Fal W v .
BEA NN .nanloﬁwﬁlv10105_"sorL of dried un", _lio testimony directly relating
o FRTTN pme w1th ??*”hW” was civen by Vies BIITEY,
%gzgi* . No testirony dlrectly llnklnv D*N“ID RIVEN WEELEN with
: - Genezal jﬂ‘ﬂVﬂN _was related, by Miss HENIT)

DAVTD WHTTTAKER CHATBERD testified bafore the NHeure Comeltiee
on ln~American ﬂctiviLJEa on Aurust 3, 19L8. He said he joined the

e
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rfommunist Party in 3924 and for a nmumber.of vears prior to his break
with the Party in 1937, served in the Communist Party underground,
orincipallv in Washingteon, D. C, The original purpose of the under-
rround, according to OHABERS, was infiltration of the American govern-
ment. FEspionage was one of its eventual objectives, The head of the
undereround at the Li—e SHAMBESS knew 11 was NATHAN VITT, an Adtornoy
for the National Labor %elations Beard., ILater T3] AST became the
leader,

NATHAK WITT testified under oath befsre the Comrittee on
aueust 20, 19)8. He stated he graduated from Harvard Law School in
June 1932 and immediately entered the nprivate praztice ef law., He so
rcmained until deinine the Apricultural Adjustrent Administration in
1933, WIT7" ctate! he joined the legal staff of Lhe old hntional fabor
Yelations heard in rFebruary 123L. 12 terminuied hic federal erploynient
in Drcembzr 17210, at whizh time he was Secretary of the llational
Labor Relations Board. WITT declined 1o state whether ho knew CHUULEFRS

Tn testifying before the Comiittee on Senterber 1, 1950,
WITT stated that during the 1932-1933 veriod when he was followins Lhe
private practice of law, he was erployed in the olfice of WITITAY [T
NNV AN, :

R S B A1 '""n,lbecretary, Sommittee on vocialisr ong
mumrunism, fmitld States Thamber of Commercs, iesuiiied belore Ul
Torse Nommithtes on !n-American Activities con March 26, 1347, Ye
entered’ a renort of thé United States Chamber of uonnnrce entitled
"Oommanists U1th1n thﬂ Government" into the record., In this reﬂojt
ulider L%D H“tjlﬂr "msplonap@ ani Sedltlon” the followLng ancears:

"is late as March 1945 (Wa1or fensral WILIIAY J.) DUV

nad defended the umplo"munt in 085 of such well-known Communists as
TRITRR T 0w, TRVITIG FAJANS, TITTON UOLFF, and VAT LOLGUWTEKL:
A nurbar of pro-Tomrunisls in the 085 were subseouently blanketed into
striatesic intellirence posts in the Siate Department. Oraniing the
Téneral's Lbhesis Lhat 'no {creipn policy can be stronger tian tLhe
inTermiticn upon which it is based', i4{ can be geen how cuncideraiions
of war-tim= exoedlﬂnﬂy have endanrered our safbux.

e = e . -

“Washinrton Evening Star March 13, 19L5 and asiinston «ost
Jalv 19, 1945,

e Tollowing Associated Tress releasce 1mnears on wate £0vaen
of the July 17, 1945 issue of the "Jasiington Tost"

My Y NRATNOIS. 16 ARRTANNS-LTRTTD AS ROTHG YTH0ET T TH
T SOFTRITS - T
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nSixteen commissioned and non- -commissionaed Army of ficer
were 1isted by the r‘m:a‘:sel of & House ¢ Subcommltpgq“yeoterd
as having backgrounds whieh 'reflbct Commnisn', Th ‘War

'_ . PRV

pfcH '1‘["_"1'-'1}'{. 1mr\:’a¢ate.l.v I“-‘pllbﬂ D'ld'b I-,{lﬁ.mbll have. prove LICLTY

lovalts to hmerica, — T
w‘

L

”Theﬂgggigﬂﬂﬂrﬁ_giyﬁu"aAHousenuilitarv Luagcuamittee by
rhiel “ounsel M. RALFH BIRIN in orivate testimony. ihe a%—
comiitieé Teleased them yesterday without comment of its own.’

ool

S AP a R e h o AR 1 e e = o - e +

—

Arong those listed were:

pid.
e

g -

?%; "Lientenant IRVIPO SAJANS, Orfice of Stratogle Svrvicﬁbj
e Washingion, 'on honof“rcll ol Youne COqun st Leam

ksl merhars {iphting the Spanish Civil Var.

"Lizutenani 1RVILG- GOTF, Office of Strategic Sarvices,
Yashinston, ‘speaker, Communist School, lew Yerk City:
and a member of 'the Abrahuxr Lincoln Bripade in
- Smaint'.

WETN festified that Yevidence shows irhat thic ~veanizaticn
was Mom~unist dominated.....”

"Tientenapt VINCHMT TOTC(HSKT, Urfice of Jtratorsic Sorel o ob,
"TasFi{nrton, 'fousht with Abraham Linceln Brirade in
Smanish Tivil War?',

- "Tienterant MIITON WOLFF, Office of Strateric Services
- ‘ B B ’
Tashinrton, 'National Com ander of the Zommunisti-con-
trelled Voterans of the Abraham Linceln “rigadet,

o~ " 1'0"‘ Coneral WITLIAY J, Dovoval, Director of the Offic:
L Tontratepic EEIULﬂeo, also iss nwd a detpmchlln
"n:ch he praised the fouts 1and1nr service' of four ef
the oflicwrs in orpanizing resistance groups in
Pnpwv—or"upl ed northern Italy. ..Thesa oi'ficers zerved
With an (€8 unit of the Fifteenth Arvy Group.  They
were GUI'YF, WOL'F, LOSSOWSKI ‘and T2A00,
- L4 - - 3. I i P “ - - P N i PRI - e - )
. A close reading of the March 13, 1945 odition of the Wasbine-
/tou “Lar te wrieh the above report males referconce Yalled lc locn!l -
the nows item montioncd.  Thare appears on nace &0 of this edition
an Azsocialed Press Jdispatceh beadlined:

MOONIEAL PISORLL DECTNDS OWSTCENE ACCHSWD QF BEIMG GOt RISTE

~0-
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f nThe Chief of Armv Intelligence declared teday that 10
/ Army officers accused in newspaper articles of Comrunist
g 4 affijiations are now 'actually engaged in urholding the Inited
3 { i Statzs by forcel.

reight of the 10 ars in ~omhat oversesc, Yajor Ceneral
SLATRCT UTESELT, Lold an invesiigalbing Uonwe Tillitary Subcorysithcee,?

/ Arone the nares listed were: Mirst Liecutenants IRVIRG
NOFE and VINCEMNT LOSSOWSKI; Second Lieuternanto IRVING FAJAIS and

o
i FILTON WOLER.

A murin~ a hearing bv the House Cormmittse on Un-Amcrican

g? ictivities en "Comrunist infiltration of Hollywood Motlon Pictur:

I “Trfnstry" con Anril 1¢, 1961, STRILING HAYDE., a self-admitted Comnanist
t:j Farty renbo e testified he left the Parancunt YMetien Tieture Cempany

in Hollywecd on Senterber 5, 1941, Shortly after he centacted the

# 'tHPn folonel DINOUAN, Co- ordlndtor of Information (later 0S8). ‘=z

e . _ was 1nt'oméd wr were “trdlning United &tates troops and voluntesrs in
_ﬁa_ - VUETTIIla wdrfare. As a result of this, HAYDUL went to Scotland w*ere

re {raifod A5 a Uaratrooner. HAYTEN satd he get in touch with PiCual

v me=10e ‘5ot :‘tl"e }’J‘:‘E‘.‘J“.,b\"?lj’ LTS h;"\rt 0'11 1ed "J'Y!{ﬂ\ﬂ‘i hn '--'erl w.lth
A LETH,
Uol"* Tormitloce on 'n-American Activities filer contain—i o

cope of thre uep erber 1939 issue of the maparing, “Equal Justice™,

volume XITI, nurber 7, a menthly publication by the International

Tabor iEfense ;112 Faqt 19th Street, Room 5Ol, New York City. Pare "
- four of the issue lists Colonel UILLIA“ J. DONOYAN of New York as

one of the head members of the National Comrdtfece of Sponscors,

Numercus other naticnally prominent, persons were listed as merbers of

[P Re GR LR Do DG vaniiiiad Voopda Vo 1iaTil s

the commitice.

in its 19L8 report, vare 22hL, the Califcwrnia Tommitiee on
Tnetrapican Activitiese classifies "Equal Justice" among the nublicoation:
¥hizh the “-%rif Lee found "o he Comrunist initiated armd controlisd,
or &n stroncly inflienced as te be in the Stalin selar system”.

EROAR ALLGTT, UWETR wags interviewed by Lhe repoctine aront
. gn JInly 1, 1953, MW HOR stated he writes a celurn on forelpn allairs
which g naticnally syndicated Lhroe tivce a weelks MG stateco
Fa has lomys hoen associated with the Thicaco 4il: lews and was
~losely ac~uainied with FRANE KNOX, now deccased, Publistor of iho
fhicago Daily News and Secretary of the FNavy in 1%M0.

MOWEER recalls he was in Furope in 1940 when h. received
inatructions from KNOX to meet Colonel WILLTA J. 20HOVaN in Lotidc:,

\E\‘ // . 1\‘
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Tt was Y(WER's understanding that DONOVAl was in England to survoy
the defense nreparations and attitudes of the British neorle for
Secretary of the Navy, KNOX. Tn Zngland MOWRER furnished much infeor-
ralicn 1o DOUOVAH pariicularly that vertaining tc politics, DOLOV "
made his contacts among military personnel., As an outcrowth of this
asgociation, MOWEEW wrote a pamphlet reparding Hazi Fifth Column
Activities in ¥ngiand.  This ramnhlet was prinsed listing both 'OJR
and NOROVAN as its authors.,

M(WRZR states-he has had some contact with DONOVAM from
time to time since 19)0, JFrom readinp recent newspaper articles he
understands DONOVAN is under ceonsideration for anpointment as Ambascador
to Thailand. ™UYSER states he is of the ovinion this is =1 excell:nt
rchoice becanns of he sensilive situntion existinr in that »art of
the werld,  Te states WNOWAN's military baclpereoun ! and pelitiecal
Tknew how! vill serve in the best interests of Ll imited States in that
part of tre world, WHe comr-enled that anything he misht reRport
concerning OONOYAN nersonally would bhe of a favorable nature,

.".Q
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qjl l}he{ﬁpfb;hation pertaining to THOMAS J. DONRGAN on page ”
three of this report was taken from the New York report of SA JOSEPH <
M. KELLY dated .November 29, 1946 in the mztter "GREGORY", Espionage-R. o
DONEGAN was reporting in connection with the activities of the Grand ’§3<r
Jury meeting at that time, (WFO file 100-17493-5898) -
[ . Gﬁr
> [T- s rei‘erred to on page three of thi %\j“'

2 nce Agency Security files ,1u

G <

=2

-\

The InTormation regarding the physical surveillance referred
to on page four of this report appears in Washington ¥ield COffice
letter to the Director dated December 11, 1945 entitled "NATHAN
GREGORY SILVERMASTER, wa, et al, Esplonage-R" In connection with the
statement appearing on page four of this report that no testimony
directly linking WHEELZR with General DINOVAN was related by Mies
BELTLEY, the Bureau may desire to note that in Septermber 1942 CSS
advigsed over the signature of DONOVAN that no additional action was
being taken as a result of reports under the Hatch Act which had been
made available, This is reflected on page 135 of the Washington Field
Office report of SA FLOYD L. JONES dated Jamuary 11, 1946 in the
matter captioned "NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTEW, wa, et al, Espionage-R,

R




WTAMDARD FORM NO. 84 .
a

Oﬁ%e Memoraindum + ONIVED STATE. GOVERNMENT

0 & Mr. Ladd o DATE: July 7, 1953
: . I 'Iohen.h.,_." ;::

o ' . >

PROM ¢ Mr. Roserm’ , . Ladd g B

a4 -1§¥mxr‘ﬁ
. / Clexe ;
\ . Glavin— A
Harbo . -

/ R;;rn [P iniS
Tracy
Genrty
Mohr

Winterrowd —

This is to advise as to the reascn why the Tele, Room—

Holloman —in

investigetion on the individusal listed below has taken s
more than 3 weeks to complete. 'f@i

a
ig sumject:  EISENHOWER INVESTIGATIONS

i Gandy -

kH

o WILLIAM J. DONOVAN
i Investigation ordered 6-15-53
Status - In dictation

e W T

Lk
- while the investigation has generally been

‘highly fsvorable to General Donovan there is considcrable
'informetion regarding his "goft policy" towarad pro-
.Comrunists in the Office of Stretegic Services at the
time he heeded that Agency. There 1s also Information
. 'as to pro-Comrmnist employees in his law firm. Running
——— iout and docurmenting this information hes resulted in

‘the delay in completing this case.

The summary has been dictated and 1s being
o ]typed and every effort is being made to trensmit it
by July 9, 1953.
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July 15, 1953

| PERSONAL /ND CONE;ENQ;EAL

T

The Honorable
The Secretary of State
washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Secretary:

In sccordance with the reguest contained In
your letter dated June 12, 1953, there is attached
a summary reflecting the resilts of the 1nq%irios made
.. by this Bureau concerning General Wllliam J., Donovan.

Thisa 1nvest1getion covers inguiries as to
the chearscter, loyslty, general standin_, and «bility
of Generel Donovan but no Inguiry hsz been made as Lo
the source of his income.

Sincerely yours,

Ur Edgar Honv 2y
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July 15, 1953

-
.c; PIRSONAL A1D con??ﬂiﬂTIaL
| , LY MESUENCER i
by . Honorable Shermsn Adams E
. ‘ The Assistant to the President
S The White House
Washington, D. C.
;;‘ My deer lir. Ademc:
: By letter dated June 12, 1953, Honorable John
e . Foster Du} s requested an Investigation of Ceneral :
- - Williem J,”Donovan. There 18 atteched a summary »
= reflecting the results of the inguiries made by this
- Bureau concerning General Donovan. £ copy of this
summery hes been furnlished to Mr. Dulles.
Tuls Investigation covers Inguiries oo to
T the chsrocter, loyalty, general standing, end sblility
= of Genersl Donovan but no inquiry has becn made as to "
o the source of his income. -7
,ii;q Cincerely yoursg
w.;"" i ’e
' LOOYo: |
7ol ' N
| AttheHhemt o
LLTrmeh - ,5'?7 o~b ‘
£ n;-ﬁaRECORFED-QZ :7;? <.
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’ fhe ftborney (eneral July 15, 1553
..+ .Dipector, Pl PER3OHIL AND C??TMU-L o
o [ _ - g
.i;HmJ‘A'"f " WILLIAM J. DONOVAN A
E SPECIAL INQUIRY . 5

e = =

£ ¥
Dulles rvq:ested an investigation of Ceneril s1lllam J. Lonovan.
There 18 attached s summary reflecting results of Inguiries
i4.., ~made by this Bureau concerning Ceneral Donovan, Coples of this
"' summary have been rorwarded to Mr., Dulles snd Honorable Sherman
Adans.

By letter dated June 12, 19:3, tonor

Thils investigation covers iInquiriss as to the
character, loyalty, general standing, snd ubility of CGenersl
Donovan but no ingulry has been made as Lo the source aof nls
income.
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1883, nt Burfrelo, New York. His parents have beon dend since the
osrly 1920's,

é July 15, 1953 \
s S
WILLIA} JOSLPH DONOVAN S e
{‘ R v
, AN e
I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA Calde et
ks Birth -
No record for the birth of “111linam Josonh Tonovan
= - e¢nuld be located In the records of the Purcau of Vital Ststlstics
gb i { for the Stiate of New_York; however, the 1952-53 edltion of "vho's
£ tif~  Who in America’ indiocates that he was born at Fuffalo, Yew York,
g&; yj‘ on January 1, 1883, the son of Timothy P. and Anna {Lannon)
= L Phonoven, It was also noted in connection with verlous employ-
- - ment checks that Mr. Donoven lists his birth “ate as January 1,

TAducation

The appointee ontered Columbia Collope, 116th Strecti
and Rroadway, New York, New York, In Sepntember, 1903, and recelved
an A.B. degree In June, 1905. He subsequently enrclled 1In the
- Columbia 'niversity Lew School on September 25, 1905, and iecelved
an Li.B. dogroe on May 27, 1908, There was nothing of a dors;atory
.. nature noted in the spnolntee's scholastic record and none of hils
# former professors were ocvailasble for interview Auring the course

of this investlpation.

I+ was noted thot Mr, Tonovan hns bhoen n member of the
Columbia Colleye Alumnl since 1922 and the Columbia "Iniversity

L nn\ -~ AT vt 1 4 . T -
Law S¢cho0lL aAaildmni SL1NcCe 1928- ¥r. Thoodore &, R 163, fgglsvant

Director, :.uncll on the Committee of Tevelopmont and Fescearch

of Columhia University, said Mr. Donovan 1= presently the chalr-
Tolzon man of the ambove-named council. Mr. Rurimles seld the esnnolnteo
nwis had beon a apeclal advisor to Prosldent Ul senhower when he wns
cre Presldent of Colurmbia Unlversity. He said iirr. Nonovan had boen
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- anpointed to the position by President Lisenhower and further
that the appointes has been very sctive in the above council
and has been lerpely responsible for 1ts success and effec-
tiveness. WHo sald he has worked closely with the eppointee in
the functioning of trlis organizatlon an? has found him to be
an outstanding adminlistrator, possessing on excellent chardcter
and roputation. He recommended him rmost hirhly and said he is
a loyal Amoricun citizen whom he woul? rocom~end for s position
of trust.

of Laws frnm Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indlana, on
June 2, 1929. The citation read as follows: "A lawyer and

g : The appointee received the honorary derree o’ Toctor
soldier, who has served his country well 1n high civil poslition

and rare 1nternntional dlstinetion 1in the Yorld “far us leader
of' the Lﬁmﬁﬁﬁ 69th Replment - Colonsl willtam 7, Donoven of

i

=

% Pufralo, New York."
"’:’. .

Mr., Tonovan was awarded an honoréry degree of' Toctor
of Laws by Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York, In 1930.

Employment

S Mr, Tonovan entered the practice of law at Pn“falo,
1n 1907 rmd wes mamber ol the Tollowinym flirms:

1917 - 1919 Otprian, Donovan and Grodyear

1920 g Donovan end Goodyear

1924 - 1925 Donovan, Reichle and Depcw

1926 - 1931 Tonovaon anA Raichle M
N 1933 Donovan, Raichle and Randell

1934 - 190 Donovan and Ralchle

He was appointed Tinited States Attornoy Cor the
Western Nistrict of Yew York at Buffalo on ¥ebrunar~y 7, 19°2.
Persons contacted In the Puffalo aren described Nonovan s a
man of pgreat interrity whose word 13 his bond, #3 an ex'mple,
thoy sald while serving ns "nitcd States Attornoy, ho had csused
a ra‘d .- be me“e upon the lockers of fellow mecrbers of the
Saturn Club., As n result, he was bltterly criticlzed by a numher
of prominent citlizens and thelr animoslty hns continued to the
{owe ~present time. Thoy said that thils 18 an indicatlon of the fact

[ afd
vl thnt his character is unimpesachable and that at no time has there

Helmant - - . N R . < . .
Clres cever been any susplelon thnt ho was not the true patrioct he 1s
w  reported to bo.
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: Frank . Ralchle, Jr., Genesce utliing, Puffaolo,
New Yorl, said ho boecame acqualnted wlth the appolntee shortly
after World War I and soveral ycars lator they formed a
) partnershlp which continued until 1940 at which time ¥r., Donovan
entered upon employment with the Federal Government. We sald,
however, that from 1929 until the termination of the partnership,
the appointee took practicelly no part in firm affairs, his only
intecrest beling in feos on pending matters of minor charncter.

')

Mr. Ra'chle sn'd that while assoclated with the
appointee, Mr. NDonovan becnme Tinlted States Attorney for the
Western ™strict of New York. He recommendod the appolntec In
the most laudatory terms, He said it 1s difficult Lo find words
to adequately descrlbe the excellent character of Mr, Tonovan,

In his opinion, the appointee 1s & man of Iimpeccable honesty
in his professional and personal relatlons. He sa'd h's hebilts
ereo oxemplary and he {s a true patrlot In feet as well as by
renmutntlon, With regard to speclfie tratts of character, Vr.
Ralcrlo described Tonovan as "indomltable, aprressive, ond
1mienendent! ; o sald his perscnality 1s "charming en? mepnetic”
rnd he 1s an exceedingly capsble attorney. In the latter regcard,
Mr. Raichle pointed out that while serving as Unlited States Attor-
ney for the Western District of New York, the eppointee success-
L fully tried a number of highly publicized cascs and has been out-
staniing in appellate work, He concluded by stating that Mr.
Dnnovan is versatlle in all phases of legal practice.

e
L

gL . LR

fn R, L £

Mr. Donovan was employed on Aurust 1h, 192k, «'th the
Nepartment of Justice, Offfico of the Attorney General, ns nn
Aasigtant Attorney Genernl, at ‘ashinpton, N. C. This emplovment
wny terminated on March 23, 1925, es nn Assistant Attorney
b leneral by roason of appolntment as Asalstant to the fttorney
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General. 1lle was emploved s Asslstant to the Attorney General
from Merch 23, 1925, at Wasshington, D. C., until March 2,
1929, at which time he resigned.

s William D, Mitchell, ﬂ%torney, 20 Exchange Place,
e Yew York, Now York, sald he has known Tonovan for anoroximately
= thiriy years in a p*ﬂ“&ﬂ@*ﬂh%‘ relationshin, Pe seld both
.ﬂ% gserved in the Department of .Tustice Auring the Celvin CooliAre

administration from 192, to 1928 and were very friendly ond pot
elong well topether. THo sai~ thls foeling became strained when in
his official capacity, he had hed ocecasion to alter some of the
leral brilefs drewn up by the appolntee. Fe satld Mr. nonovan
resented these alterations and so advised him,

R it b 3 ¥

»
TPollowing the election of Herbert Foover as President
in 1928, Mr. Mitchell said he was called to the home ~f Assoctate
Justice of the Supreme Court Harlsn Stone, who along «w1th
: Presldent-elect Noover, who 'ras also thore, roecuested him to tale
o the post of Attorney General In the Hoover asdminlstration. WMr.

?: Mitchell sald hc acqulesced and from thet time on thc sppointes

' detested him, feeling that he hasd undercut him to get the Attorney
X ) Generalship. As e result of thls appointment, Mr. Donoven, early
o T in 1929, resigned from the Department of Justice snd went to New
T York Citvy to found hils law {irm.

HMr. Mltehell nalso stmsted thrt tn the late 1H20's ar
enrly 1930's onc of the appolntco's law nartnsra, Frenk Ratehle,
was indicted by & Federal CGrand Jury in washinptnn, T Cs, A8 8
result of a worthless bond deal, According to Mr. Mitchell
Rrlchle protested his innocence stating that although the other
tndividurls who were indlcted rcsided at the same ed-dress es he,
. he had nn connection with them, At ihls time, the appnintee
cnlled upon Mr. Raichle in his partnert's behalf and esked him to
heve the indictment quashed. Accoriing to Mr. Mitchell, he¢ tolAd
S Tonovan that he conld not 4o fthis but he wrote £ letter tn the
v tederal Crand Jury, vointing ont the spotless character onAd
i reputation of Roichle snd also pointine ont hils hiph standing 'n
the comminktv. As a result of thls letter, no action wes tnlen
ngrainst Raichle.

However, 'n 1731 anﬁ 1932, Raichle was rein?icted on the
some charge and according to Mr, Mitchell the appolntes nnce apain
nskod him to 5ntervonc. Mr. Mitchell said at. thls timo tho opnsint

Tolgon

e wos campalrnline for the Governorshlp of Wew Vork ond he hnd rcefused
Hctmant this request telling the eppointee to let the court action u.%e

Clege

sawn . 1ts eourse., Tt was h'a rceollection that Ratchle was accultted.
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Mr. Mlitchell antd4 he conslders the anpolntee to be
very capable and brill'sant person and knows ot no reason why
he should not be giveon a responaible Government positinon. Te
consliders his loyalty to be unguestiloned,

Mr, Tonowvan served as Chief Counsel for the Yow York
Stato Fuel Adminiatration from Sogtemher 27, 1922, untll Decsmbher 131,
1922, and received a flat fee of $5,000 for hls servicos.

The 1953 edition of "Who's Who 1n Amcrlca” inAdlcates that
the apro'™ntoe was n member of the United States Telegation to the
Customs Rerulation Conference botween the nited Stertes and
Cannda in 1923. Efforts to locate any speclfic rezerd of this
conference were unsuccessful,

On December 5, 1928, *111liasm J. TNonovan was cnpolinted
by President Calvin Coolldre to act ag a commissioner r“prrscntinp
the Inited States In a conforence to conclude & compnct which
wnmild remove rll causes of controvercy smong the States  of
Colorado, New Mexlco, and Texas. Ile journcyed to Sant- Te, Yew
Mexlco, on December 19, 192, ond was elected chairman of the
cormission. The commlssion reconvened on Tanuary 22, 1929, and
subsequently reached an agreement which was sirned as a compact

on February 12, 1929,

He was appointed Tnited States Represmontative by

President Cnnlidge on February 7, 1929, snd wns to partleipote

in ncpotinations contemplntnd between the Stetes of Arlzona,
Californla, Vevada, ¥ew Maxico, Ttah, rn- “vomlng, under en fct

of Congraqs known as the "Boulder Canyon ProjJect Act" nonproved
Necoember 21, 1928. He presided at a formal conference at Santa

Fe, New Mexico, from Tebrusry 1l to March 5, 1929, and at .
subsequent conferences. This cormlasion frniled to resch an apreoe-
ment,

Mr. Donovan sorved as counacl to the Lorislatlve
Cormission to rovi=ze the laws of Wew York Stanto Public Sservice
Commlission in 1929. Honoreble John ¥night, 'In*ted States TMilsrrict
Court Judre, Western Dlatrlict of Yew Yorlk, ™ifrfelo, Yew York, suid
he had anpointed Mr, Donovan to the sbove position nn? for
sevce. 2l months thereafter had worked 1n close collaboration
with hlm on &l’falrs of the commlssion., Judpe ¥n'rht sald he hirs
a hirh regerd for Mr. Donovan as an Attorney &nd as ¢ mcn., He
described him as an outstending patrliot of kirh principles,
dependable and of excellent assoclates end remutnstion.
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) Ralaton R. Irvino,»Senior Phrtner, Donovan, Loisuro,_ T e
Lumb ¥owton, and Irvina, 2 Wall Street, Wew York, Wew York, .- .. .
" sal ns been associated with Mr, Donovan since 1926 whon bhoth: E
- C wepel- the Topartment ¢f Justice, He sait Mr, Donovan fo T z
rir ich bears his name, 'n approximately 1929. He describod 1
him o of the prcatest livinc Americans froa the point ofd

1 sorvi& thet he hns rondered to the United States: Mr, Trviué
v says he knows nothing derorstory concerning the anpointee and
rocommends him most hipghly for a positlon of trust. 'Jﬂwm,_“

oo ¥

The "Second Ammual report of the Hational Hb&ltat!on Rt
Boord for the Fiacal Year Ending June 30, 1936" lists srbltraetion -
hearinss on furust 12, 1935, in the dispute between the /‘mericar i
Train Disoctehors! Associction and the Boston and Mcine Fatlroad -
over the question "Shell t¥aln dispatchors handle ‘sentralized * -

R T )

I

LS 2

v

S Ly AFSAg YA Ty
, .

‘B traffic eontrol systems frdm AR tower or shall such system be |
o handled b train dispatchers?™ Colonel Willlam.J. Donoven wes
o, < the "ncutral nember" of the boars whicl was also mude ud of ' -
8, =, Mllier, Assistent CGcnoral Monazer of the Rostorn and Veine N
é Ratlrond and 0. II. Bracse, V"ce Presldont, Amorlesn Trsin
" " Dispatchers!'! Associatlon. DBoth of theso *nd!vidualz were con~

tacted during the course of the ourrent Investigetion and Breese
2 anid Topovan irmpresced him es s man of excelle«t cbaracter,Varz
‘ talr-mlrﬂvi honest, and an extremely loyal ond patriotie ‘

14
: Americen c.titen. Mr. Pracsc recormendsd the snnointoe for e . L g
noaition of trust with the Covernmont. Mr, Miller was unable e

tn suflficiently recall t}‘o l;“womfee to corment eoncernine htm,

The ].9;?-53 ed1t1on of "Who's Who in America™ inA{cates ..
-]~ that Ponoven wns an unof”iclal observer for the Secretery of the ...
Navy in Grect Britaln Auring July and August of 1940 and In _
Snuthcast Europe from Locemtor, 1940, to March, 194l. Efforts 1
‘ "locate any official record concernings the nbovo employmont wES %y
smnmsuecesaful 1118 : ? )
elerTin Jatod uly 11, "19h0, Airected by tho Topartment g
Stato to the /rbessedor at Lon"on informing him that the Séé ;N
of the Navy des’rod to sond ' Colonel Willism J, Nonovan to Fn*lcqg 7 I
for a brief survoy ani report on ccrtaln aspects of the British :
defonse situntion. According to this source, Donovin was to le
the Tnited States on July 1, 1940, and was to rcport to the
Awbnaaador upnn his arrival in London, o

Tepartment of State r*les &lso ocontain » tolegrln dn
novomber 39, 1940, Alrected to the Amer’oan Leration at .
-1i sbon, Porturnl, informin~ tho Leration that Socrotary of
T had arreaged ror Colonsl Donovan to meke an 6bﬁ-f

!
.t
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!E trl throurh tho Moditerranean arca and ¥North Africa. ST T
Eﬁb ‘Mr, Tonovan was anpointed coordinator ot 1nrorn¢tion oo
S Ly Ppeotdent Roosevelt on July 7, 1941.  On April 2, 1943, » i;prgjﬁ 4
nlr §#or of tho Orrice pf Strategic Services, he was offiecl 117, ﬂﬁ@‘;
Eit oo d to active Auty in the frmy as a Colonol. On October:i -
. 5 191‘2 was r-licvod as MNirector of the 0Office of- Stratoglgu P
. o o munac and at that time hold the rank of Malor General, ~¥Wa

: "‘ui VJ-.- oiFY v bl g A v _"'u
. 'Sf #n unfavorable nature concerning tho anpointee appesrs In™

rile covering tne abovo period of employment.

Lepal RackrPOund ‘ P =

William J. DonoJ%n applied to take the Mew Ybrk State .
Bar examtination on March 23, 1907. He took the exam’'natlion on
Netober 22, 1907, passed gpd was certifiet to the Fourth Judicial
. & Nepartmant. Rochaster, New: Yorl on Kovember 7, 1907. Ve was
n**lttoﬁ to the Suoreme Court Fourth Judictal Department.
Rochoster, New Yorlk, during “the Yovomber torm, 1907, and filled an
osth to practice £s &n attorncy in New York State on December 2&, e
1907. We has been & momber of the Yew York State Bar Assoclation] -,
since 191 and has continued his memborship to the present time '
rnd 18 in pood stan?iag. Yo deropatory inform:tion concerning ,
Mr. Donoven 18 contained in the flles of the Yew York Stete Roard] . *
of Law Exrminers, or the New York State Bar Assoclation, L o

O TR

L

¥r. Nonovan wns edmitio? to practice in the "niteA 7
8tates District Court for the Westorn District of Wew York, P
Buffelo, New York, on April 22, 1913. ¢ hes bacn continuaily }
a member In gnod stanng of tho Zrie County Bar Assoclatlon,

. Pufrslo, since Scptcmber, 1909. Ro grievarces hevo ever been rE
.t filed sgainst Mr. Donovan w'th this Bar Association. Mrs, Irens H.,:
Tatu, Assiatant Secrectary of tho 4Yrie County Bar Assoclation, sayp:  »

ahe has knowa the appointee by roputation as a hipshly capable R

sttornoey of oxcellent-charscter ond nssociates. She slso seid o .
thet his foraor pertndrs were likewlsoc hlgrly rerarded lawyara ° Q
excellent character and revmutetion. Il §

Tho appointee was electot to membership in the !ow S &
York City Bar Assocination on Fobruary 2, 1922, and has held the
following offices: 1931 - 193, on the exocutive oommal ttee; - :
193%;, on the nominsting committee, and since 1922 has been a
__ sustalning member of the assoclation, He has becnh a mewber or
—— New York County Lawyera' Association since 1929 and 1s presently
" #» sustalning member in good standing. The Corm.ttee on Tisciplir
luw York City, has no record of any action apainst the sppointee
Committoe on Griovanges of the Asaociation of the Bar, .8
T %r New York likewise poptaina no record of eny acu N
: ten against Mr, Dotiovan. ,
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Politleal "ackground

Mr. Tonovan was the Roepubllean candldate for Llieutenant
Governor 0f the Stete or New York in tho:tlectlon of 1927, but
wes defeated by fleorpe Lunn. He was the Wepublican candldnte
for Covernor of the State of YNew York In 1932 ond was defeated
by Werbert ¥, Lehman,

Marltal Stotus

Tho appolntee marrlied Ruth Rumsey and they had two
children, David Rumsey Donovan, age aprproximately thirty-five,
who presently operates an experimental farm at Nerryville,
Vireinia, and Petricie Donovan who was killed 'n an automobile
accldont about eleven years ago whlle ettending eollere, Peraons
cortacted advised that the anpolntee's wife wiz a momber of n
wenlthy and socially prominent famil; »nl hier braother, Texter
Rumaeyv, ts President of the Erle County Sevinga Rank, "uffelo,
Wew York. Persons who weroe ascqualnted with lirs,., Tonover described
hor ss e loyal cltlzen of excellent character, reputation, and

Service Rgpord

The appointee cerved as an enliziaed mon In the ew Vork
State “attonal Cuard from 9ctob-r, 1911, mtil Netobor 14h, 1412,
nttalnine the ratk of Serpeant. On Nctolicr 17, 1912, b weg
comulssioned 8 Captaln In tho New York State NWatlonal Zoard and

was subsecuently mustered into Federal scrvice at Covernors
TuTnnr‘- Now Vn'r'l( on Tn'hr 10_ 1G16. for Anty orn tha Maxloorn harnd

arm
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e commanded the 3rd Squadron, Mcnllon, Terxas, until October 15,
1916, when he became Judre Advocate., Ve commanded Trovp I until
rustered out of Pederal=uervico &t Puffalo, Yew York, on Warch 165,
1917.

e opaln ronorted for Auty on Tulvy 1%, 1917. Ve held
the rank of HMajor and wes f4jutsnt of the ?1lst Infantry Irirade,
6th Nivislnn, Loy York State Yatlional Guard, ITn Aupust, 1517, bhc

was assirned to the 69th New Ynr'- "= -t+ry and pt Camp 1"11lar was
pleced in commend of the lat Bettilirm ~g the unlt vrenared for
foreign zcrvice.

v Ponovan entered the front lines in Tecbruary, 1V1FR,
in numerous campalipns until severely wounded on Netnober 10,

-
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He was subsejuently promoted to Colonel on March 9, 1919, and
placed 1n command of a regiment stationcd in Cermany. He
served as inspector and instructor in the Provost Marshal
Cenersl's Department in Parls, France; rcecturned to the Unlted
States on April 21, 1919, and wes demobllized at Hoboken, New
Jersey, on Mey 14, 1919.

He was ewarded the Congressional Medsl of Honor for
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call
of duty in France on October 1ly-15, 1918. He was also awarded
the Dlstingulshed S8ervice Cross for extraordlnary heroism 1n
action from July 28-31, 1918, The Listingulshed Service Medal
was awarded to Mr. Donovan for exceptionally meritorious and
distingulished service. The brief contalned in his flle which
was druwn up in 1926 indicated he was the only member of the
Army awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, Distin,ulshed

Q ocns Mol mAd Nligrle il abhhald @ * r 1 ; . P =
Service Medsal and Distinguished Service Cross [lor service per-

formed during World iWer T.

#@# . He sccepted appointment &s a Colonel, Infantry, Officers
gf ' Rescrve (orps, on May 14, 1921, &nd waes trunsrerred to che Cavalry,
- Officers Reserve Corps, on Februaory l, 1922. He became &

-+ Brilgadler Cenersal on March 2y, 1943, as Director of the 0ffice of
- Strategle Services. On December 7, 1944, he was promoted to
2= Major General, the rank he held upon his rclease from actlive duty.

- 1 e
He 1s now csrried on the Army rolls as & Msjor General, Honorery

Reserve

Results of Investigation

Intervisws .

In addition to the iInterviews which have been set lorth

above, the following individuals who were contucted during the
course of this investi gb tion h‘Tcrh'Iv rocommendad the anr)fnfl&a

LS F g WAk A oV w i L LT S e wrarketat aata W WA Faldks e S

88 to hls chereacter, loyalty, reputation, associstces, and ability.
Typlcal of these interviews are the followlng:

Lueius D. Clsy, Chairmep of the Zdosrd, Continental Cun
Compsny, 100 Fast 2nd Strect, New York, lcw York, sald he hud
worked closely with the uppointee in Washlngton, B. C., durlng
World War II and had vislted with him both in Germany &nd lew York

on numerous occaslons. He said he has the highcst regerd for hils
charactar, r-mmrnfinn- nqqnoiﬁrnq- end consideras him to be en outbe

SN o R A Ll Sl Vet T2 =1 P LT Y Hadd 2l 2 124

hen ... gtanding citlzen of the United States whose loyalty 1s beyond

T question. He said his many successful assoclations with the Unifted

ﬁﬁ““' States qualified him for sny top Government position.
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Je« kdward Lumbard, United States Attorney for the
Southern Distriet of New York and a law partner of the nppointee,
snald the appolntee 1is the greatest patrliot in the Unilted States
and the most decorated American civilian, He said the appointee
has been entrusted with responsible and confidential posttions
by every President since Woodrow Wilson. He szid 1n his opinien,
the appolntee wonld be tho best reprosentative the United States
could send abroad as he hes bYotter cortacts in foroeipn countries
than any person in the Unlted States w.th the possible exception
of the President h'mself. Mr., Lumbard sald the appolntee¢ has
rroat qualitles of imagination wnd resourcefulness. He 2lso sald
he has &n enormous amount of energy for & man gsevenly vycars old.
Ae regcommended him unqualifiedly for a positlon of trust with the
Government.

Alexander Holtzoff, Judre, United States Distrlet Court,
District of Columbla, saild he wus omploye® 1n the Nopartment of
Jusftice with the appointee. He said Nonovan was and 1a a very
dynamie porson possesscd of an abundance of well controlled and
well directed cenergy. He said the appointee hac & fine mind and
1s known as & very capable organlzoer. Judge Holtzoff summed up
h's comments by stating he would highly recommena Tonovan for any
position which the United States Government might consider him.

Tho Honorable Herbert Hoover, former Prestdent of the
Inl ted Rtates, Ualdorf Towers, MWew York City, said heo has knowm
.l"‘n‘]". 'ODOV”I’! Slﬂce J.‘jdb an aince I}nf“[; tire has mnintained f’llS
rssociation with him an-? constently keens 1n tonch with him.
Mr. Hoover recomrended the appolntece most highly for a nosition
with the Government’' and said he knew nothinr Aecropgatory concerning
him, -

- Allen Dulles, Mrector of the Central Tntelllponce

Apancy, Washington, ™., €., said he wns closely associated with
Mr. Donovan Adurins world War IT and fouﬂd him to be a very

N e 2N
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Jﬁﬁi’ Aadmitted from time to timo he has had Adlfferences of oninlon 'r!'th

Tonovan buy as far ns he was concorncd, it would nnt have any
bearing in connectlon with nny positton the Covernmont might hsve
in mind for him. Ye omphasized that Donovon was an i{ntense,

and patriotic¢ Armcricnn and thero was no Annt:t In his m"nd con-
cerninr ' 1s absolute loynlty to the Inlted Ttates Covernrment,

Mr, T™alles concluded by saying it wes hls understanding thet Vr.

e Npnovan was being considered for the nosition of Imited Statcs
Heimnnit
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James W. Ackell, Donovan, Leisure, Lumberd, Newton) \

and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, New York, New York.

< A pr. James C. Bronbright, Profeasor of Economics. ,"
F ’ ' CSlumbia University. New York, New York. BRENE

Ugo Carusi, Representative of the United Natlo
Hich Commisgioner for Rafugaasn in the Jnitetj_ 8

s =5 W e e e A i e - - ,—a- T ssa Waa

Wushington, D. C. '1'4‘-' A '? )

ns - ) -
tates, oo

- e

Russell Hardy, Attorney, 1820 Jerrerson Piace,“
Northwest, Hashinbton, D. c. :

Norman J. Morrison, Attorney, 1632 K Street, Northwest.
Washington, D. C.

Charles D, Laurence, Judge, United States Customs
COurt, New York, New York. . ;

Edgar Ansel Mowrer, Syndicated Columnist, Washington,
D. C. ,

An Informant of known relliability:who 1s well versed
in Communist activities in the lsbor union field advised that
his experience with the appointee has never been favorablae,

He sald that Donovan has alwuys been "soft &nd mushy“ in his
treatment of Communists and Communist infiltration of oryeniza-
1 tions under his control. This informant said Donovan would
. never teke a firm stand against Communists in the Government,
: Unions, or the United Nations. He ssid he considers him "anti-
- f anti-Communist™. The informaent said his comments were not bssed
- on specific incidents but rather on general impressions and
observations., This informant would not recommend the appointee
for & position of trust with the Government.

Another tnfoarment af inlinaum walfiahil ! d“ nowananaw

columnist who has general knowledge of various activities through=
~ out the United States, advised durling the course of this investi-
getion that he had made inguiry concerning Mr. Donovan for his
own use. He said the appointee'a law firm represents a publie
relations firm, Allied Syndicate, Accordin
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e,

pmbassador to Thailand, and he personally feels that the eppointee
has the necessary background, independence, and sblllity to
handle this job in a very capable manner,

In eddition to the sbove interviews, the following

persons who were contacted furnished similar corments,

"r, Carlos C. Alden, Dean Fmeritns of the Tniversity
of Puffalo School of Law, "uffelo, Mew Vork,

James W. Persons, Offlciel Referee In Fankiuptey,
western Distrlcot of New York, Buffalo, Wew York,

Carlton A. Flsher, Justlce of the Wew Vork State
Supremo Court, 8th Judicial DNivisfon, Puffalo, New York,

Navid V1, Snwers, Cammanlle !npnrtments, Rurfale, Few York.

William King, Secretary ol the Wew York Stato Senate,
Albeny, Now York.

Dr. Finla C. Crawford, Vicoc~Chancellor, Syracuse
University, Syracuse, New York.

phe PG S U R 0 SPARA IR WA

the Clty ot New York.

Rethusl Wohster, President of thec Rar Associatlon of
Rreclk P. McAlllster, Donoven, Lelsure, Lumbard, "ewton,
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, Noew York, Wew York.

Otto C. DPering, Jr., Nonovan, Lelsure, Lumberd, Newton,
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, “ew York, Wow York.

Colonel Walter Bllgh, Acting Secretary, Republiean
State Committee, L1 Lrst L2nd Street, Mew York, Mew York.

Harry Hopkins, 1 Sutton Tlace, Xew Vork, 'ew “ork.
Yarry Smith, 1 Sutton Placo, Yew York, “ew Vori.
larry Robblins, 5 Sutton Place, Yew York, New York.

Nenry NeTorest Alexander, I, Sutton Place, “ew Vork,

-

;\

tin New York.
[HETIY
o Paul Hammond, 230 Park Avenue, Yew York, New York.
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oy
to this informant, Mr. Donovan was alloged to heve heasded a  _ "
recent commlttee which was to ssk Presldent Eisenhower to oustwwwu
Tinited States Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin., YHe further -
stated that the appointee's law {irm was alleged to have T
"represunted the Chlnese (Generals who absaconded wlith miliions
of Nationalist China's funds. This informant scid.he considers
Tonovan to be & "bubblehoad" who nover got tnupgh with the
Communists n the 0Office of Strateglc Tervices. He would not
recommend the sappointee for a positlon of trust.

Intormation Concerning Employment of Pro-Communists in the
Offico of Sirsteglc Services

Elizabeth Terrill Bentley testi{led unier oasth bheforae
the Touse Cormittee on Un~-American Activities on July 731, 194K,
at whici ime sho admltted thot she was s former menber of the
Communist Party and operated as a courler 1n a Soviet esplonage
network between 1941 and 1945. She identified Tuneen Cheplin
Lee of the Offloce of Strateglic Services &s one of her contacts.
She explained that there was a circle of lawyers around General
Donovan at the Office of Strateglc Services and Les was one of
tham. According to her, Lee provided her with all types of
information *ncluding hipghly secret Information on what the

an‘-Ynn nf' Q+rmotarin Qnrnr"t raa wag doins Phee 4Ar-PAarywodtar Tvel3AnA
L L WA UUU{ L A A el A L ® ) 'IU-I-LIE" Frii v L idl AL ikd ULV ‘LELLOJ.LL‘)‘U

such thlings as the fact that the OTfice of Straterlc Sorvices

was trylng Lo mako secret nepotistlions with Governments in the
Balkan group In caae the war ended; that they were parachuting
people 'nto Hungary; -that o'l Dfflce of Strateglc Services people
were belng ment ' <o Turkey to operate in the Ralkans snd that -
Generel Donovun ''as interested 1n having an exchinnge hetween

the 0fflce of Strategle Services and Wuss'a's ¥XVD. She Turther
testifled that Lee was a member of tho Communist Party and had
worked in Ceneral Monovar's law firm prior to coming Into the
orffice of Strateg’'c Servicoes,

Mr. Lee testlifled under oath before the above committee
on Auyust 10, 1948, at which time he acknowledged nequalintanceshiip
wlth Mlss Bentley Lut categorlically doniled having ever been 2
Com~unlst or ever having divulged classifled information to any
unauthorizad persons. He said he was employed in feneral Nonovan's
1lsw firm for thres years anAd was then brourht into the 0"fice of
Sfrategloc Servises by the feneral. He sa'd he had becn sent on
two misstons to China by General Donovan an? on the flrst mission
in 1943, he 4id not get to China but on the sccond misslon In
July, 19h€ he went with General Donovan and returned the rirss

r
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weok in October, 1945. ¥o further pertinent information X
regarding the relationship between the appointee end Duncan

> Leo was noted in the above records, ' _ -

: Ty
‘ The racorda of enother Governmont agency dhinh 4f:7_ﬁ N~
: ,ﬁ onduots personnel and securlty-type Investigations¥ reflaot R N
(/’ that Dunoan lLee was separated from sctive duty es a Lioutenant g,"-’ m
r,l‘t,fg Colonel in the Unlted States Army on January 2i, 1946, and © |-¥ ~<b
on April 3, 1946, upon the recommendation of General Donovan C?) Y4
was gwarded the Army Commendetion Medal,.(c{) e e g éEE

' During another 1nvestlgatlon by this Bureau, an - 3;3

informent of unknown reliebiltty**who ﬁ E 200688 to information Y

conoernlnr the sgiivities snd individuals esnnected with the k=

~nointee's law firm advised in the early part of 1953 that
EE vas <81l ecquainted with Duncan Lee when Lee was employed
with that law firm., He described him as en extremely nervous -
and timid Individual who he believed lacked the personal oourage f
to heve been a Communist or to have engsged in easplonage _
activities, He 41d say that Lee had been active in the affairs
‘ of the Bussia War Relief because he had been tssirned by the
firm to esalst In the oorporate organization of this group. _
This essignment reportedly name about because of the interest
.of General Donovan and ochers in the law firm in the eatablish-
ment of Russia war Feller.

_ Y
This informpant sald that he and others had "teaseu

Lee because of this connection with the Russla War Ralietz;however,
. they did no% rti. ibute bla connection with the crganization to any
particular interest in Communism or Soviet Russia. The fourth
report of the Senate Faot-Finding Committee on Un~Americen .-
Activities, California State Legislature, 1ists the Russian War
Reltef, Inocorporated, as a Communist front organigzation and states
on page 1358 _vs followss "Whilc it is undoubtedly true that many
J//.fr well-intentisned loyal Amerloans were tricked into believing that
~the Russis_War Rellef was a bona fi4e American agency, the hard
ﬁ%wf” core or Communist Influenee: and diraction is ov!dent‘.‘ '

Ty Elizabeth Bentley alao testified at tho tire refarrod ..
to above that in addition to Duncan Lee, those of her contacts .
who were employed in the OIlfice of Stratoglo Services were Hauvlco
__Palperin, head of the Lat'n “mericun Division 1n the Research '

and Analysis Branchj; J, Jullus Joseph, Japaneao Diviaion; Holon
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Tenney. Spanish hlvision, and Dorn2l4 Mivyen Vheeler, She salAd
Falperin was a Communist from wi nmche collected dues and he
furnirhed her with various types of information as he had

acceas to that which the 0fflice of Strateglo Services wac getting
on Latin America; had pccess tn world-wide informatlion nf

varinns sorts ard reported to her that the office of Strateple
Servicoes had an nrrangement with the State Tepartment whereby

he eold see State Nenmartment crblez on vital 'annes.

i,

She sald her last contact with TMalperin occurred in

10l ~l . o
19);'' at which time hes was still employed by the nffice of

: 8trategle Services, Her Russian contuct, "Jack"”, told her 1n
~early 1945 that Halperin had been acoused by FenOra; Tcnovan of
.being n Soviet apent urd, following this accusation, Hrlperlin
r railed to appeer two or three times 'to rieet his contact.
Backpronrd informatlion 1nserted in the Vouse Cnrmmittece on M-
f Amaricen fuilvitios record Auring Miass Tantley's tosiinony
SrAleatyd that Palperin was employed In the 0fflce of Strategle

! fS8rvices f'rom September, 1941, to October, 19,5, and in the
Department of State from October, 19I5, to June, 1946,

' ERa ATl FTH L oA W W - - Nt > 7ir 2 LY 24 8 -y
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o - With reference to J. Jullus Joseph, Mlss Rontley

S testified that she had collected Communist Purtv dues from him
nand based upon hls omplovrmont he was in a nosltion to furnish
her intormation regording bolth Janan and ™issla, She aniA
Joge~hts wiflc was ~lso IWDTnyeﬁ by the 77"{ce of “tratercie
Servicea for anproximately slx »onths in the "vhlicity TMvistlon,
and she too wos n Communist. She rFave no testimony Adlrectly
relating Joseph =n1th General TDonovan.

g

i:l‘&ﬁ;
1 'r i
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EE‘ - Miss RBentley Iinformed the House Commlttee on Tin-fmerican
> Actlvities thot ‘wlen B. Tenney was n Communist who was first

awaa emnloyed in the Spanish Divislon st the Office of Straterle

z Services and later hrndled the Ralkans. o test'mony Aircetly
relaet'ne Helen Tenney with the anwointee wns riven by i'lss ontlev.
Similarly, no leatimony Jdirecily linking Tonnld Niven “hesloys
with Oensral MNonov.n was reldted by Miass TRentloy,

tmerssn P, Schnmidt, Seeretary, Conmmittee of' “oclallsm

. snd Commmisonm, Tinlted States Chamver of Commerce, testifled before
the House Committee on Un-American Act'vities on March 26, 1947,
p At which time he entered ‘nto the record a report of tha Unlted
a o Atetes Chember of Commerce ontitled "Cormmmnuiats within the
o Kielol» rpvarnment”.  Tn this report anneers the (ollouing:
L Cler
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"As 1lete as March, 19hY, {(Major Ceneral "Mlltam J.)
Ponoven had defended the employment in tho 033 of such well-known
- Cormunists as Irving Goff, Irving Fajans, Milton Wolff, and

Vincent Lossowskl., A number of pro-Communists In the 0SS were

Vo AdW WA W RN W R ST T A Fi  Aslssrans e gl 3%

P surtsequently blanketed 1ntof§tratario intelligence posts in the
State Department. Granting the Ceneral's thesls that Yno foreirm
policy can be stronger than the ‘nformation upon which it is

v based',; it can be seen how consideratlon of war-time expedlency
have ennangeren our safety."

i

-
i

y Siael
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Tho "Washington Post" for July 19, 1945, on page 7,
~carries an article captloned, Army Defends 16 Officds Listed

As 3elng Tinged With Communismi, The article went on to Suote
tho War TNepartment as saying that the men had proved thelr
loyalty to Amcrica. Tho names were given to a House Milltary
Subcormittee in private testlmony which was subsequently
relessed and included the followlng: "Licutenant Irving Fajens,

Nrrloe of Strateric C‘nnn'{nnq’ Wash !vnﬂ!'nn, on the honor roll of

AW s AR PR =W Ay A

the Young Communlst Leaguc mombers {i;hting the Spanish Civil Yar.

"Lieutenant Irving Goff, Offlce of Strategic Services,
Washington, speaker, Communist School, ltlew York Clty, and a
. member of tho Abreham Lincoln Brigade in Spain,

"Lieutenant Vincont Lossowskl, 0f"lce of Strateglce
Sorvtccu, Wash!'n~ton, fought with the Abraham Lincoln Triecade
in the Ypanlsh Civlil Yar,

«

£

.

e,
-

"Lisutenent !71lton ¥oll'1, 0Of"ice of Hirnteric Services,
Washington, Natlonal Commander of the Cormuniat-controlled
Vetorans of the Abraham Linenln Brigade.

- : "Major Ceneral William J. Donovan, Director of the Office
of Jitrateglc Cervices, also Issued s stetemont in which he pralsed
the 'outstandiny service' of four of the officers in eorganizing
resistonce groups in enemy=-occupled Northorn Italy. Thoze offlcers
gerved ith sn 085 unit of tho 15th ~frmy Group. ‘fhey were nff,
Yolff, Lossouskl, end Frans,"

It 1s to bo noted that the ¥Youn: Cormunist League ond
the Abrshem Lincoln Pripgade have boen citcd by the Attorney
nenerel as coming within the purviow of Ixccutlve Order 10L50.

: ' [ otgoe . Turings & hearing by the llouse Cormmlttee on !In-fmerlcan
' Nichale Activitics-on "Communlst infiltration of Ilollywood lotlon Plcture
frome Imdustriss™, ‘on April 10, 1951, Sterlins Heyden, a sclf-admitted
Glavip —
Harbe
Rosen
Tracy
Gearty . .. _F
Mohr . - ,
Tinterrpnd 1 - -
'[er;(e. Ro:nm N 16
liallaman _ 1
Sizoo
Mixs Gandy .
;o
; ! >,
e S L Mg T I T o U VS
e R T e S T P




Comnunist Perty member tcstified he left the Puramount Motion
Plcture Company on September 5, 1941. Shortly thereafter, he
contacted the then Colonel Donovan, Coordinstor of Information
and was Informed that the United States was training troops

and volunteers in guerrilla werfare. As a result of this,
Hayden said he went to Scotland where he trained asnparatrOOpcr.

He Bgid he gnf In touch with Donovan inssmuch g8s aspometime

WS AN RS T A WAL AW AA V NAAd SRR A LTIl bANw R [RR AL 1§ 4=

previously he had salled around the world with Donovan's son.

Mlscellsneous

The House Committee on Un-Amcrican Activities files
contain & copy of the September, 1939, issue of the maguzline
"Equal Justice" volume XIII, number 7, & monthly publicatlion
by the International Labor Defense, 112 [ast 19th Street, New
York City. Page four of this issue lista Colonel willi,. J.
Donovan »f New York as one of the head members of the Natlonail
Committee of Sponsors. It wes noted that numerous other
nationally promlnent persons were listed s members of that
committee. In itas 1948 report on page 2.4, the Califoinia
Committee on Un-Amerlcaen Activitles classifies "Equal Justice"
as among the publications which the committee found "to be Communist
initieted end controlled or so strongly iInfluenced as to be 1In

the Stalin solar system"”.

Nathan Witt testiflied under ozth before the iousc
Committee on !'n-Amerlicen Actlivitles on September 1, 13950, et which
time he stated that,during the 1$32-33 period when he wes folliowlng

the priveate practive of law, he hed been employed in the office
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of William J. Donoven. Duvid Whittuker Chsmbers, in testifying -
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities on August 3,
1948, said he Jolned the Communist Perty in 1924 end for & numberp
of years prior to 1937, served in the Communist Party under-
ground, princlpally in Washington, D, €. ke sald the originsl
purpose of the underyground was Infiltration of the American
Government. Tuae hcod of the underground at this time, eccordin;
to Chimbers, wus Nathan Witt, an attorney for tne Nationul Labor
Relatlions Beoerd. It 1s to be noted thet iitt, 1in testifing

under o&th before this commlttee on August 20, 1948, sald he had
formerly been employed by the National Labvor Relations Board put
declined to stste whether he knew David Whitteker Chambers.
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During the course of this investigation, the records
of the following Covernment agencies were checked and either
no information or no additional information to that precviously

Haad L 22 AL Y Ll ¥l moay

set forth in this report was obtsined.

Agency Checks

G-2, Depsrtment of the Army
United States Civil Service Commission
Central Intelligence Agency

House Commlttee on Un~-American Activities

o Security Division, Department of Scate

United Staces Park Police

A A .
i The records of the Passport Division, Department of
State, reflect numerous passports hiuve been issued to the
appointee from 1928 to the present time in conncction with
officiel travel es a representative of the various branches
of the Covernment with which he has been employed. #Ho
unfeavorable Information was contained therein.
Credlt and Criminal
The records of the Credit Burcaus and law enforcement
egencles covering the various places of educetion, residence,
end employment of the appolntee were checked end no unfevorable
- information was obtained.
L =" Relatlves
b
Glerm A1l persons contacted during the cource of the investi-
e - gation who were ascquainted with the various members of tine immediate
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femily of the appolntoe highly recommonded thom as to thelir
cheracter, loyalty, and reputpgtlion. It was determlined that
his brother,Timothy, who diedgabout twelve yoars apo, was an
outstanding ol tlzen of Buffalo, New York, TMis other brother,
Vincent, is reportedly a Catholic(Prieat who for meny years
W8S asaigned to New York City. tn7only sister of Mr. Tonovan's,
Lorettie, lived for mevernl yeors in Ohio bhut leter moved to
the Far West. Ner first husband reportodly died nnd she heas
remarrled but her present nd#rc ss 1s not known.

The rocords of the Crcdit Bureaus and law enforcement
BFBHCIGS COVGPIHE the pPBSBﬂE‘ULBCBS of PBBlﬂeﬁGB of the
eppointee's son David and his'wife Buth were checked and no
unfavorable information concerrning them was found.
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“iited Statres Qrepa-fment of ire
Fedrral Lurean vt Investigation
Washingtms 235, 0. C.

IN REFLY, PLEASE Ri.FER TO
FILE No. _ ____ o \
July 15, 1953
CONFIDENTIAL

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN ‘

¥. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Birth

No record for the birth of William Joseph Doncvan
could be located 1In the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics
for the State of New York; however, the 1952-53 edition of "Who's
Who in America" reflects that he was born at Buffalo, New York,
on January 1, 1883, the son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lannon)
Donoven. It was also noted in connection with various employ-
ment checks that Mr. Donovan lists his birth date as January 1,
1883, at Buffalo, New York. His parents have been dead since the

~ ol

2Ty 1TQONY
gariy Lycv S
Education

_ The appointee entered Columbia Collere, 116th Strect
and Rroadway, New York, Wew York, in Sentember, 1903, and reccelved
an A.B. degree in June, 1905. He subsequently enrolled in the
Columbla University Law School on September 25, 1905, and received
en LL.B. degree on May 27, 1908, There was nothing of a derogatory

nature noted in the thnihfpﬂlq acholastie record and none of his -

Viad 0 Lia T L1 Misrus whila Ao UL LUl ddad Ld

- former professors were available for interview during the course
of thils investigation.

It was noted that Mr. Donovan has been a member of the
Columbia College Alumni since 1922 and the Columbia University
Law School Alumnl since 1928. Mr. Theodore S. Ruppgles, Assistant
Director, Councll on the Committee of Development and Research
P of Columbla University, said Mr. Donovan is presently the chair-
% man nf the above-named council. Mr. Ruprles said the arppointee

had been a special advisor to President Eisenhower when he wsas
President of Columbia Unliversity. He said Mr, Donovan had been

.
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General. He was employed &as Assistant to the Attcrney General
from March 23, 1925, at Washington, D. C., until March 2,

-1929, at which time he resigned.

William D, Mitchell, attorney, 20 Exchange Place,
Yew York, New York, said he has known Donovan for approximately
thirty years 1in a professional relationship., He sald both
served in the Department of Justice during the Calvin Coolidge
administration from 162l to 1928 and were very friendly and got
along well together. Fe said thls feeling became strained when in
his officlal capacity, he had had occasion to alter some of the
legal briefs drawn up by the appointee. Fe said Mr. Donovan
resented these alterations and so advised him.

Tollowing the election of Ferhert Hoover as President
in 1928, Mr. Mitchell sald he was called to the home of Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court Harlan Stone, who along with
Preslident-elect Hoover, who was also there, requested him to take
the post of Attorney General 1n the Hoover administration. Mr.
Mitchell said he acquiesced and from that time on the appcintes
detested him, feeling that he had undercut him to get the Attorney
Generalship. As a result of this appointment, Mr. Donovan, early
in 1929, resigned from the Department of Justice and went to New

" York City to found his law firm.

Mr. Mitchell also stated that in the late 192Q0's

or
rly 1930'a ene of the appointee's law partners, Frank Raichl
a

5

(

a
arly 1930's ene of the appointee'=s law partners
was indlcted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washinpgton, D. C.,

sult of a worthless bend deal. According to Mr. Mitchell,
Haichle protested his innocence stating that although the other
individuals who were indicted resided at the ssme address zs he,
he had no connection with them. At this time, the appointee
called upon Mr. Mitchell in his partnert's behalf and asked him to
have the indictment guashed. According to Mr. Mitchell, he told
Tonovean that he could not do this but he wrote a letter to the’
Federal Grand Jury, pointing out the spotless character and
reputation of Raichle and also pointing out his high standing in
the communitv. As a result of thls letter, no action was taken
against Raichle.
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same charge and, accordlng to Mr. Mitchell, the appointee once again
asked him to intervene. Mr. Mitchell said at this time the appointee

‘was campalgning for the Governorship of New York and he had refused

this request telllng the appointee to let the ce~+ action take
its course. It was his rccollection that Raichle was acguitted.
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Raelston B, Irvine, -Senior . Partner, Donovan, ‘l’.otauro. B
¥owton, and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, Wew York, Wew York, *:i"”

T

ns boen associated with Mr, Donovan since 1926 when hoth : h"
the Dopartment of Justice, He saiA Mr. Donovan fof -z
jek hears his nmne, 'n anproxlmntely 1929, He. dosot},b . 3
e, S K -
L)

14 fusowmd o P PN
HU‘ of !-ue cr catest -lj.v.l.lu-. ERSTICANS I T0xR vu: yv.llllr vn'_

het he hns rondered to the United States. Mr. Trvidé

'aorv
says he knows nothing deroratory conserning thc anpointee’ and
rocormmends him most highly for a position of truat._

I |

The "“Seocond Annual report of t.he Nauonai Ho-’litat!on
Board for the Fioscal Year Ending June 30, 1936" lists lrb!tnuon o
heerings on fusust 12, 1935, tn the dispute betwesen the ’nmeritar

Train Dispztchors'! Associction and the Boaton and Mcine Patlroad 2 -'"

over tho fuestion "Sholl t¥ein dispetchors handle ‘sentralized *. y

trnf"lc enontrol systoms £rdm AR tower or shsll such system be ‘
handled b7 train 4 spatchem?" Colonel ¥Willism J. Donovan wes .-
the "ncutral wumber" of the bLoard which was atlso mude us of Hi.ﬁ‘-":';;gk,'*—
], T, I"lller, Assistent Conoral Munarer of the Rostorn anA va¢na *W*
Rellroad and 0. Il. Bracse, V"ce Presidont, Amorlesn Tre'n .
Dispatcherst Assoclation. Both of theso 'nd!vl&ual: wal'e con-‘i- .
tacted duning the course of the current investipstion end Breese,
sniA Torovan impresced him es & mon of excelle~t charactap, % ¥

n s

falr-mindcd, honest, and an extremely loyal and petriotie S
_ Americen citizen. Hr. Pracsc recormendod the spnointoe for e p
poaition of trust with the Covernmont. Mr. Miller was unsble ' ¢
to suflficlently recall tr.e qm-)o.nteo to corment eoncernins him,
The 19;?-53 edit‘lon of "Who's Who in America” 1nf'ieataa .' -t

. that Donovan was an unof”Ticial observor for the Secrestary of tho
Wevy in Great Britain during July and Aupguat of 1940 and Im - _
S~uthcast Europe from Locemtor, 1940, to March, 1941. zrrom s
"loonte any official record conoerninr t.he ahove omplomant ma

¥ator Yuly 11 19!10, directe'! by tho hoplrtmmt ‘*
Stato to the ’rbasssdor at London informing him that the Sedrs
of the Navy des’roft to sond'Colonel William J, Nonovan to Fnrls
for a brief survoy and report on ccrtain eapacts of the Pritlsh
defonse situntion. According to this source, Donovin was %o loavo
the United States on July 1, 1940, an? was to rcport to tho TR
lnbnuﬂor upnm his arrival in London, §

‘\‘.

'Departnant. of State f'les also contain l tolq;rq L £
uov-u‘ber 30, 1940, Alrocted to the Amer’can Leration et . .
-1isbon, Porturnl, informin~ tho Lecation that Socrotary of

," had arreaaged tor colono). Donovan to meke an ob‘

.



J. Edward Lumbard, United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York and a law partner of the appointee,
sald the appointee is the greatest natriot in the United States
and the most decorated American civilian.  He said the appolntes
has been entrusted with responsible and confidential positlons
by every President since Woodrow Wilson. He said in his opinion,
the appointee would be the best representative the Unlted States
could send abroad as he has better contacts in foreipgn countries
than any person in the United States with the possible exception
of the President himself. Mr. Lumbard sald the appointee has
great qualities of imagination and resourcefulness, He also saicd

he has an enormous amount of energy for a man seventv vears old.
Ha recommended him unaualifi pﬁWv for a nosition of truszst with the

oYy 4 HEA S 10 S v B ALat sl T4 S FARV g

Government.

R

Alexander Holtzoff{, Judge, Unlted States District Court,
District of Columbia, said he was employed in the Department of
Justice with the appolntee., He sald Donovan was and is a very
Aynamic person possessed of an abundance of well-contrnlled and
well-directed enerpgy. He said the appointee has a fine mind and
is known as a very capable organizer. Judpe Holtzoff summed up
his comments by stating he would highly recommend Donovan for any
position which the United States Government might consider him.

g
]

. The Honorable Herbert lioover, former Presldent of the
= IInited States, Waldorf Towers, New York City, sald he has known

b %I ™ ~ * a 1TQ2 ; .
Mr. Donovan since 1925 anid 51nce that timec has malntained his

association with him an? constantly keeps in touch with him.

Mr. Hoover recommended the appointee most hlghly for a neosition
- with the Government and said he knew nothing derogatory concerning

him,

- Allen Dulles, Director of the Centrel Intelligence
Agency, Washington, D. C., saild he was closely assoclated with
Mr. Donovan during World War IT and fourd him to be & very
areressive, industrious, and capable individual. Mr. Dulles
stated from time to time he has had differences of oplnlion with
Donovan but as far as he was concerned, 1t would not have any
bearing in connection with any position the Government mlght have
in mind for him. FHe emphasized that Donovan was an intense,
and patriotic Amcrican and there was no doult In his mind con-
cerning Fis absolute loyalty to the United States Government.

Mr. PDulles concluded by saying 1t was his understanding that Mr.
Donovan was belng considered for the position of United States
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to thils informant, Mr. Donovan was alleged to have headed a
recent committee which was to ask President Eisenhower to oust
United States Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin., He further
stated that the appolntee's law firm was alleged to have
represented the Chinese generals who absconded with milllons

of Nationalist Chinats funds. This informant sald he considers
Donovan to be a "bubblehead" who never got tough with the
Communists in the Office of Strategic Services. He would not

recommend the appolntes for & positlion of trust.

Inrormation Concerning Employment of Pro-Communists in the
Office of Strateglc Services

Elizabeth Terrill Bentley testified under ocath before
the House Committes on Un-American Activities on July 231, 1948,
s at which time she admitted that she was s former member of the
Communist Party and operated as a courler in a Soviet esplonage
network between 1941 and 1945. She identified Duncan Chaplin
Lee of the Qffice orf Strategic Services as one of her contacts.
She expleined that there was » circle of lawyers around General
Donovan at the 0ffice of Strateglic Services and Lee was one of
them., According to her, Lee provided her with all types of
o - information Including highly secret Information on what the
£ Office of Strategic Services was dolng. This information included
such things as the fact that the 0ffice of Strategic Services
was trying to make secret negotlations with Governments 1in the
Balkan group in case the war ended; that thev were parachuting
people Into Hungary; that Office of Strategic Services people
were belng sent 1Into Turkey to operate in the Halkans and that
General Donovan was Iinterested 1n having an exchange between
s the O0ffice of Stratepgic Services and Russlats NKVD. She further
testified that Lee was a member of the Communist Party ard had
worked in General Donovan's law firm prilor %to coming into the
Office of Strateglc Services.

N o
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Mr. Lee testiflied under oath before the above committee
on August 10, 1948, at which timec he acknowledged acgquaintancuship
with Miss Bentley but categorically denied having ever been a

Communist or ever having divulged classified information to any
unauthorlized persons. He sald he was employed in General Donovan's
law firm, for three years and was then brought into the Office of
Strateglc Services by the General. He sald he had been sent on

two missions to China by General Donovan and on the first mission
ifn 1943, he did nct get to’'China but on the second mission in

July, 1945, he went with General Donovan and returned the first
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weok In botober. 1945, No further pertinent information :
regardiny tho relationship betweon the appolntee and Dunoan

abed \29'

(eﬂaL;a

LGU was HUDUQ l.ﬂ bﬂl’ HUUVU recor CIB. - :r?

The records or anothor Governmont aganoy uhich .:fjji'

onducts personnel and security-type Investigations®™ refloot Ra

that Duncan Lee was separated from active duty as a Lieutenant Bt

Colonel in the United States Army om January 24, 1946, and@ -~

on April 3, 1946, upon the recommendation of General Donovnn q5

was awarded the Army Commendation Medal, Cc{) e by

s ' During another investigation by this Bureau, an - &
(C k\r tnformant of unknown reliabil?ty# w‘ho@ access to informaetion -
K concerninr uhe aciivities snd indlviduals ¢onnected with the @

s-nointee's law firm advised in the early part of 1953 that
he vas sell aoqualnted with Duncan Lee when Leo was employed

Ab A L 8 et mamrAE
with that law firm. He described him as an éxtremely nervous -

end timid individual who he belleved lacked the personal courage

to have been &8 Communist or to have engsged in espionage ,

activities, Ho d14 say that Lee had been active in the affairs

,um“vl of the Efbstg,dar Relief because he had been cssirned by the

firm to assist In the corporate organization orf this group.

This assignment reportedly aame about because of the interest

.of General Donovan and ovhers in the law firm !n the eatablishe

-~ ment of Rusa!a war Fellef:

v This informant aaid that he and others had "teaauu _
Lee becauss of this connection with the Russia War Rellef; however,
. they d1d nat% ~ti.lbute bla connectiorn with the crganization to any
particular Interest in Cormmunlsm or Soviet Russia., The rourth

report of the Senate Faot-Finding Committee on Un-American

Activities, California State Legislature, 1ists the Russian War
Reltef, Incorporated, as a Communist front organization and states
on page 13158 _u»s followss "Whilc it is undoubtedly true that many
well-intentidned loyal Amerlcans were tricked into bellieving that
. —~-the Russia_wWar Kellef was a bona fide American apenc!, the hnrd
core or Communist tnflusnce: and dlrection 1s evident
" Elizabeth Bentley alao teatified at the tire rerarrad .
to above that in addition to Duncan Lee, those of her contacts ,
‘who were employed in the Office of Strategio Services were Maurico'
\Falperin, head of the Lat'z “merlcun Divislon 1n the Research
Eﬁnd Analysis Branchj J. Jullus Joseph, Japanese Division; Helen

. & ?(/‘711'



Tennj, Speniish Division; and Doneld Niven Wheeler. She sald
Halperin was a Communist from whom she collected dues and he
furnished her with various types of information &s he hsad

access to that which the Office of ‘Strategic Services was getting
on Latin America; had access to world-wide information of
various sorts and reported to her that the Office of Stretegic
Services had an arrangement with the State Department whersby

L L = -._ e e

he could see State Department cables on vital 1ssues.

She ssid her last contact with Halperln occurred in
194}y st which time he was s5ti1ll employed by the Office of
Strategic Services. Her Russlan contact, "Jack" told her in
early 1945 that Helperin had been accused by General Donovan of
being a Soviet agent and, following this accusation, Halperin
failed to appeer two or three times to meet hls contact.
Background information inserted in the Heuse Commlttee on Un-

American Activities record durlng Mliss Bentley's testimony

reflected that Halperin was employed in the Office of Streategilc
e Services Irom September, 191, to Octobsr, 1945, and in the
'\;1 Department of State from October, 19,5, to June, 1G46.
v
g
E
L3

with reference to J. Julius Joseph, Miss Bentley

- testifled that she had collected Communist Party dues from him
and based upon his employment he was In a position to furnish
her information regarding both Japan and Russia. She said
Joseph's wife was also employed by the 0ffice of Strategic
Services for approximately six months in the Publicity Division,
end she tco wes & Communist. She gave no testimony directly
relating Joseph witl. General Donovan.

M2 o o
Miss Uu.tle" informsed th Haon

¥ 4
Activities that Helen B. Tenney was Communl £
employed in the Spanish Division at the O0ffice of Strategic
Services and later handled the Balkans. No testimony directly
relating Helen Tenney with the appointee was glven by Miss Rentley.
Similarly, no testimony directly linking Donald Niven Wheeler
with General Donovan was related by Mlss Bentley.

Emerson P., Schmidt, Secretary, Committee of Socielism

and Communism, United States Chamber of Commerce, testified before
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947,
at which time he entered into the record a report of the United
States Chamber of Commerce entitled "Comrunlsts within the

Government." In this report appears the following:
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: "as late as March, 1945, (Major General William J.)
Donovan had defended the employment in the 053 of such well-known
Communists as Irving Goff, Irving Fajans, Milton Wolff, and
Vincent Lossowski. A number of pro-Communists in the 035 were
subsequently blanketed into stratepgic intelligence posts 1in the
State Department. Granting the General's thesis that 'no foreipgn
policv can be stronger than the information upon which it 1Is
based,' it can be seen how considerations of war-time expedlency
have endangered our safety."

The "Washinpton Post" for July 19, 1945, on page 7,
carries an article cuptioned,"Army Defends 16 Officers Listed
As Being Tinged With Communisn." The article went on to quote
the War Department as saying that the men had proved thelir
loyalty to America. The names were gilven to a iHouse Military
Subcommittee in private testimony which was subsequently
released and included the following: "Lieutenant Irving Fajans,
nfrice of Stratecic Services, Washington, on the honor roll of
the Young Communist Leaguc members fighting the Spanish Civil War.

~"Iieutenant Irving Goff, Office of Strateglc Services,
Washington, speaker, Corrmunist School, New York Clty, and a
member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain.

"Lieutenant Vincent Lossowski, 0ffice of Strategic
Services, Washinrton, fought with the Abrasham Lincoln Erlgade
in the Spanish Civil War.

"Lieutenant lMilton Wolff, O0ffice of Stratepic Services,
Washington, National Commander of the Communist-controlled
veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.

"Major General William J. Donovan, Director of the Office

of Strategic Services, also lssued a statement in which he praised
the 'outstanding service! of four of the officers in organizing

resistance groups in enemy-occupied Worthern Italy. These offlicers

served with an 0SS unit of the 15th Army Group. They were Goff,
Wolf{, Lossowski, and Frans."

I+t is to be noted that the Young Communist League and
the Abrahem Lincoln Rrigade have been c¢ited by the Attorney
General as coming within the purview of' Txecutive Order 10L50.

During a hearing by the House Committee on TIn-American

Activities on "Communist infiltration of Hollywood ¥otion Plcture
Industries, " on April 10, 1951, Sterllng Hayden, a sclf-admitted
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Communist Party member testified he left the Paramount Motion
Picture Compeany on September 5, 1941. Shortly tnereafter, he
contacted the then Colonel Donovan, Coordinator of Information,
and was informed that the United States was training troops-

and volunteers in guerrilla warfare. As a result of this,
Hayden said he went to Scotland where he trained &sa paratrooper.
He sald he got in touch wlth Donovan inasmuch as sometime

previously he had sailed around the world with Donovan's son.

Miscellanecus

The House Committee on Un-American Activqties flles
contdin a copy of the September, 1939, issue of the magazine
"Equal Justice" volume XIII, number 7, & menthly publication
by the International Labor Defense, 112 East 19th Street, New
York City. Page four of this i1ssue lists Colonel William J.
Donovan of New York as one of the head members of the National
Committee of Sponsors. It was noted that numerous cther
nationally prominent persons were listed as members of that
committee. In its 1948 report on page 22i, the Californis
Committee on Un-American Activities classifies "Equal Justice™
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Nathan Witt testified under cath before the House
Committee on Un-American Activitles on September 1, 1950, at which
time he stated that during the 1932-33 period when he wus following
the private practice of law, he had been employed in the offlce
of William J. Donovan. David Whitteker Chambers, in testifying

before the House Committee on Un-American Activities on bngan 3 -

[~ o M2V 2y

- 1948, said he joined the Communist Party in 1924 snd for a number
of years prlor to 1937, served 1In the Communist Perty under-
ground, principally in Washington, D. C. He said the originsl
purpose of the underground wes infiltration of the American
Government. ‘The head of the underground at this time, according
to Chambers, was Nathan Witt;, an attorney for the National Lsbor
Relations Board. It is to be noted that Witt, in testifylng
under oath before this committee on August 20, 1948, said ne had
formerly been employed by the National Labor Relations Board but
declined to state whether he knew David Whittaker Chambers, '
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Agency Checks

During the course of this 1investigastion, the records
of the following Government agencies were checked and either

no information or no asdditional information to that previously

set forth in this report was obtained.

G-2, Department of the Army

United States Civil Service Commission

Central Intelligence Agency

House Committee on Un-American Activities

Securi%y Office, Department of State

United States Park Pollice

Central Files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation

The records of the Passport 0ffice, Department of

State, reflect numerous passports have been issued to the
appointee from 1928 to the present time in connection with
official travel as a representative of the various brenches
of the Government with which he has been employed. No

unfavorable 1nformation was contained therein.

Credit and Criminsal

The records of the Credilt Bureaus snd law enforcement
aganicles covering the veriocus places of educetlon, residencs,
and employment of the appointee were checked and no unfavoreble
information was obtained,

Relatlives
All persons contacted during the course of the investi-

gation who were acquainted wlth the various members of the immedilate
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family of the appointee highly recommended them as to their
character, loyalty, and reputation. It was determined that
his brother, Timothy, who died about twelve years ago, was an
outstanding citizen of Buffalo, New York. His cther brother,
Vincent, 1is reportedly a Catholic priest, who for many years
was assigned to New York City. &An only sister of Mr. Donovan's,
g Loretta, lived for several years in Ohio but later moved to
: the Far West. Her first husband reportedly died and she has

remarried bit her present address is not known.

The records of the Credit Bureusus and law enforcement
agencies covering the present places of residence of the
appecinteel's son Duvid and hls wife Ruth were checked and no
unfavorable information concerning them was found.
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CENERAL WILILIAYW DONKOVAN f-iﬁ-w VHERE cHOWN
INFORMATION GONCERVING E e W1EE

. The following information concerning General William _
Donovan, former hédd of-the Office of Strategic Seruvicés, has been

 obtained from a‘confidertial source.’ The -reltability of the: ¢/
tnformation {8 unkrown. ‘
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Main File No: %7-58706 Date: // /J%s s
' also see 94-4-4672

§7-2753 Date Searched: ?/22

Subject;. ¥illten Donovan

Found 4s:  ¥il1sondrnovan "yi1a 111%XDoMovan
¥illgam Jbaephﬁéonovan ¥illtam Jy<Donovan

Y )

Also secrched cay KNo other searches made.

This ia g surmary of Informatfon odbtained from ¢
review of all "see" references to the subject in Buresu files
under the ncnes and olicses listed adove. No atterpt has Dbeen
made to exrhcust all possidbilities as to the names ond alicses
by which tr: subject may have been known., All references under
the above names containing data fdentical or posaidly identicaol
with the subjfect have been fncluded except thoase listed at the
end of this aumnary os not hoving been reviewed. The tera /. o
prccaalng a seriol number shown in the block indicates thot the
seriacl so designated contains the same tnformatfon as the fore-
gotng sertal. However it should be reclized that the iInforma-
tion In these seriale may differ gsomevhat In detail although
the faocts are dasically the aame, ~

Thts sunmary ¢s designed to Jurntsh o cynopata of the
inforaction set out tn each reference. ZEzcept where stated
otherwtoe thc origincl serial will contatn the tnfornation tn
®much moT# ae¢tail. {Q}","ur .

H -

TRIS SUWN!RY RAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF
OOFERNNENf AND NAY CONTAIN INFORUATION NOT SUITABLE JOR DISSEN=

JINATION,
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

DONOVaN, William Joseph, lawyer; born at Buffalo, Il.Y.,
Jan 1, 1883; son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lennon) D.;
A.B., Columbia, 1905, LL.B.,, 1907; LL.D., Univ., 1931;
marricd Ruth Rumsey, July 14, 1914; c¢hildrean - David

Rumsey, Datricia {dec.). Beban practlce at Buffplo,
1907; COUHSEL for NW.Y. State ruel ﬂuliQ‘bedbLJH, 1924;

itepublican candidate for lieutenant governor of Hew
York, 19<2; U.S. district attorney, Western District

of N.Y., 1922-24; member U.S. deleration to customs
rezulistions conference between U.S5. and Csanada, 1923,
assistant attorney general of U.S., 1724-25; the assist-
ant to the attorney general, lMarch 1925-29; U.S5. con-
missioner and chairman Rio Grande River Compact Com-
mission 1528-29; U.S. commissioner, chairman Colorado
River | nmmﬂcSlon since 1929; member of Donovan, Leisur
hewton, Lumbard & Irvine; counsel for Association
ity Kew York and New York and Bronx County bar asscci-
ations in bankruptcy investization, 19<49; counrcel to
committee for revision New York state public cervice
-ommission laws, 1349. Member of Board of Arbitration,
under National Mediation Board, controversy between
American Train Dispatchers Association, and Boston

and saine Rallroad. Republican candid-te for goverior
of I.Y., 1932. Serv=a as caplaln of Troons 1, lst
Cavalry, N.Y. National Guzrd; assistant cniefl of staff,
d7th Tivision, American Expeditionary Forces, “orld

!
5
-~

i
=,
oo

S ~4ar; major, brigade, adjutant, 51lst Drigade; major,

- 165 Infantry (old 69th Y.Y.} qivanCan to reank of cclo-
133-,, nel; wounded three times; unoflfiecial observer for s.cre-
fr ) ' tary of Navy, Great Britain, July-Aug. 1940, scuth-

eastern burope, Lec. 1940 - iarch 1941 apoointed coor-

dginator of ianformation, July 1941; director of Office

of Stratczic Services, June 1942; rank of maior ger.:ial,

1.5, aruy. {Decorated in Vorld wW=r I} Congressional

lredal of Honor for conduct in action nenar Landres and

St. Georges, France, Cct, 14-15, 191¢; Distinguishec

) Szrvice Croszs for conduct in crossin- liiver Curcg,

ax July «<&-31, 1918, Distinguished Service iedal for s.r-

o , vices in Bacarat sector, July 28-31, and ieuse-Argonne

. Crfensive Oct, 1918 (U.5.), lLezion of Honor, Croix 4i

» Juerre with pnlm and silver star (Froance), Croci di
Guerra (Italy); {Vorld Var II) Oak le:1 cluster on
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Jisti J.E',uiaut:u Service Meds

of strategic services (U.S.,}, Order of Crown (Italy)},
Knight Commander Order of British Empire (Great Britain),
Commander Legion of Honor (France), Grand officer Order
of Leopold with palm {(Belgium), Papal Lateran medal,
Order St. Svylvester (Papal), Comuander's Cross with

star ol Polonia Restituta (Poland), lst Class of MNost
Exalted Order of White Elephant, Santi iala medal (Siam),
Commander Cross with star Royal Order of St. Olay {Nor-

way); Alexander Hamilton medal Association Alumni Cclum-
bia College Member Association Bar City New York {exec-
utive committee 1931), Phi Kappa Psi, Pni Delta Phi.
Repubiican. Catholic. Clubs: Buffale (Buffalo); Uni-
versityv Metropolitan, Chevy Chase {(Washington); River,
University, Cedar Creek (New York). Home: 1 Suttcn

1. 8., New York, N.Y.; also Chapel Hill Farm, Berry-
ville, Va. Office: 2 wWall St., N.Y. City 5.

(Who's Who 1952-1353)
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T This reference is a Bureau memo dated 10/18/24 to
oy Col. (#Witlliam J.) Donovan, Assistant Attorney General con=
&= cerning a letter dated 10/15/24, which had been received by
ﬁ?‘ col. Donovan from George H. Wark, Federal Prohibition Director,
gg Topeka, Kans., and which he (Donovan) had referred to this
& Bureau. Mr. Fark's letter was a request for information which
= he could use in an address on the subject of Communists in the
5 U.S. By letter dated 10/31/24, Col. Donovan advised Mr. hark
£ that the Department had no information gvailable for the pur-
= pose he had stated.
i Above Letter [from George
et H. Wark dated 10/15/2. an?
‘ﬁm letter to Mr. George H.
Yark dated 10/31/24 en-
closed with above Bureau
\ﬁv memo.,
e No capiion given
e €1-0-662
(77)

This reference is a meme dated 2/4/29 from 0.
Luthring, Assistant Attorney General enclosing a Ietter Haten
8/30/29 from Honorable William J. Donovan, counsel to several
bar associations in NIC and vicinity, requesting a statement
of tne total number of bankruptcy cases investigated by the
Bureau in the fiscal years 1523, 1924, 1825, 1928, 1927 and
1926,

49-0-25
o (86,122)
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This reference 18 newspaper clippings from "The
Wam?AdM odbes mad atan Paw D/IOD/10%N antidtilad "Dambmund
FNUT AW |DDUU By e UDVBIDI JVJ U/O\)/J.\?UV Il LLOW UUI’INIDPV
Adbuses Charged, Donovan Urges New Laws" and "Donovan’s Re-
commendations For Reforms in Bankruptcy”. In these articles
Donovan predicted more scandals if changes in bankruptcy
were not made, and set out recommendations for revision of

" the rules laid down by the Supreme Court for the administration
. of bankrupt estates.

- 6§6-1897-26X
(71)_~

-

eference ls an INS name check form for-
Govt. official lawyer, which was recetived
om the ate Dept. through liaison channels on ?7/18/52.
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This reference is a newspaper clipping from the
Washington "Post” for 7/5/32 entitled, "Donovan -~ for -
Governor Campaign Is Planned”. The ar*icle stated that the
chairman of the (Chenango County Repudlican Committee haf
announced organization of a campaign to win the party's
gubernatorial nomination for Col, Killiam J. Doncvan, FKorld
¥ar hero and former Assistant Attorney General in the Coolidge

Administration.

66-1897-97

(71)

This reference is a newspaper clipping from the
New York "World Telegram" for 8/1/@3 entitled, "Donovan

S Backs Coal 'Combine’. " This article stated that Col.

e William J. Donovan gained the nickname '"the Trust Buster"
through nurerous successful court battles with big busi-
ness. JGhtle assistant to the dttorney General he was ceoat
tn cnother role - that o/ leader of the dcfense in the
government's anti-trust suit against Appalachian Coals, Inc.

60-1553-37X

(71)
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This reference is newspaper clippings from the
Washington "Herald" for 8/23/32 entitled, "Col. 'Bill'
Donovan Backs Hoover Stand" and the Washzngton "Star" for
8/23/32 entitled "Donovan Opens Race ¥ith Roosevelt Rap."
These articles refer to Donovan's speech opening his can-
paign for the Republican gubernatorial nomination on the
brevious night.

66=1897-97X41
(72)

'

oD

-

Above data should not be disserinated.

65-9940-191 pg. 4

(15)
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on 4/21/33 Commander Edward Spofford, former
National Compmander of the American Legion, invited | N
to a dinner at the Hotel Ritz Carlton

miven by the NY Scciety of Military and

-

i

Ea

) Navael Officers of World #ar I, to hear Col. Williem J.
x

&

Donovan speak on "Ethiopia, Itely and the United States.”

Col. Williem Donovecn made the above speech follow-
- ing his return from Italy where he met Mussolini, who fur-
i nitshed a plane to Donovan in ogrder thet he might view the
) Ethiopian carpaign. _zndzcateu that Donovan made
this trip to Ethwplmy at his own instigatiocn, eond

that the Italicn Embassy in Wash., D.C. nade it possible
Jor Donovan to meet NMussolini.,

_‘urnished tnformation in this reference

T during inierviews by a Burecu Agent on December 17,19 cnd
22, 18§41.
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E5=-31000.17
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f

on 10/9/33 Col. William J. Donouvan telephoned to
inquire whether the Bureau was partaczpa+1nq in the "Black
Diamond" hearings, and was advised negatively. Donovar
stated that in event the Bureau was r~allea in he wounld like
a chance to be heard.

Bureau memo, 10/9/33
No caption given
62-23159-45

(91)

In 1937 a confldentzal informant reporfed thal
Colcnel Edwin Emerson organized the "Friends of Germani'”
and took up offices en the same floor with the German con-
sul et 17 Battery Pl., NYC. One of Emerson's practicer
wos to list the names of "Honary Americarn lembers” on the
letterhead of his stationary, which letterheads were re-
vised as the "Honorary Members' protested the use of their
nares. One of the names used by EFmerson in this fashioa
was Col. #illiam Lonovan,

Letter to Richmond, £/21/<9
enclosirg menc &/31/40

Re: Colonel Fdwin Enrnerson
6l1-5062-

(28)
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Thig reference alsc sets out informagtion regording
: o ILJUI b 0 LA L o

el vis Vv fvie U 2 W
T

Col. Emerson and stated that among the perOOns who rePsza+eL
the use of his name by the "Friends of Germany" erganization
was Col. Williagm J. Donovan, erstwhile head of the Dept. of
Justice of the U.S.

Meno for Mr. Tanmm, 12/17/37

Fnclosing memo fro

No capition given

E1-7566-75E

(75)

ST €1-78566<1476

(64)

ST 100=235075-25
o
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This referencs refers to a N.Y. repor* deted 1/10/

in the Lindbergh case which included a detailed meno prepare?

by /'r. Rebert Thayer, an attorney assoctated wiwth 701, illier

J. Donoven, NYC, concerning the participation of YXorric os-

mer Iin +h TeynAhs h
ner n o vhe Linagobergn case.

Bureau lewo, 3/15/3¢
Re: Morris Rosner, wa
7l 7632

(76)
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Oon 2/27/39 o Bureau Agent reviewer files of
District #11 of the National Fertilizer Ascociction (NFZ
in gession o

A uring this review o letter was ohserved from NFA
recarding the decision in the sugar case of '-?/'-?()/'-?6 and an

LD R L LOL s 2 W [P Lu v

address of Col. Williem J. Donouan with regard to the effect
of that decision on trade acssociation activities.

Seattle Rpt., 3/4/55

Re:; Fertilizer Indusiry;
Anti-Trust

60=-2078-240

(7g)

SI 60=2072=-3"7]

(75)

o

The NY ojfice made available ¢ printecc copy o
an acdress by Col., Villiam J. Donovan before the Tracde
Association Erecutiives in NYC at the Pernsylvanic Lotg
it phich wgs obtained . o Bureav Agent from
Trede Associction Foc-

5
(74

CUtTiIUES,

NY Let., 4/10/35 enw

clostng copy of abo. e
address

rne:r Sugar Institute;

Antitrust

60=-1350-448

(&2}

- - '\ - «f-v- . L ' . -
“ .-' ““:’ -"" \v. “ w. b - "\J --" -~ *‘--J i A :‘_w_' P
h’("{ﬁ: i "ﬁ o MR i\e M‘; ’h..\ "‘lr.v w‘\ il t-“f:m S e \.:{;:- LY e



e

g e, e - - 'r.j:'_tl;"""t'\-‘ = ™ TR - Tt~

nad 4y . A . A N iy =, Rt TN ; = W )
BN sttty T e QO AN M eyt T Tl T L St T ST
B T e o w- B A R e T LA SRR A i W W E

was
aul, Minn.,
ates Attorney.

on ?7/14/36
interviewed at his ojfice,
where he was associated witl
on 7/10/36 Grady L. Boatwrighti called at his
office. Bootwright referred to the actililies o; Senator
KacKellar who was going to get Mr. Hoover fired (referring
to J. Edgar Hoover, Director of FBI). Boatwrighi went on
to say that "Wild Bill" Donovan, "Cotton Ed" Smith and Joe
Robinson were going to have Mr. Hoover fired.

St. Paul Let., 7/17/2¢
No caption given
2430101457

(59)

SI 62-42010«1-217

(59)

ST 62-4£2010-1-218

(60)

with regard to the above incident, disciplinary
action against Boatwright resulted in his transfer to falt

Lake City.

JOIC=1-217K

#* Member of Secrct Service in St. Paul.
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The August 1936 issue of "Daring Detective”, carried

an article entitled, "Smashing the Notorious Xbrpis )mb”by

1

Jack Heil. On page 27 of the above issuve Heil siated ihat he

had personal knowledge of the FBI and its methods. Heil
stated: "I have watched it work in many cases. As a nems-
paper man, I have sat across the table from J. Edgar Hoover
in the office of 'Wild Bill' Donovan, when he was first
Assistant Attorney General and discussed details of Ohio's
Sfaemous Heyner whiskey conspiracy whose meandering led al-
most to the White House doors.

Hemo [for the Direcitor,
11/15/26

Re: George Jaock Heil
61-7559-514%

(64).

kN aRals . 5N

1837 the Bujjalo Gffics
of the Rufrfalo PD had ro-
any of the officers tnking the

b g N [ - Fe)
LD L2l 0y
advised tnat

cetved the hi

exargnaty or the po°1tzon of captaincy in the Buffclo
PD. was interested in beilng appointed as capiain tﬁi}
in the Bujjale PD and was highly pleased to learn that the
Director was willing intercede it d 0'Brien and
#illiam Donovan on his behalf. said he knew Lono-
van and 0'Brien slfghf%yﬂiéuf_g Ty well y reputat:on.”‘
ﬂro_commenvs he did not wish anything said o 1.
Dono®Ban at that time.

Buffalo Let., 12/2/°7

Ne caption given

22186650

(54)
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The Milwaukee "Sentinal’ for 11/1/37 carried an
article entitled '"90 More Days for 0il Trial'', This article
said that the o0il trial which startcd the first of Octover
would centinue for three months longer according to Jilliam
(wild Ball( Donovan, chief defense counsel, who said it
would take his side twice as long as it took the Gov't. to
present the prosecution.

B iy

i lwaukee Let., 11/6/37
enclosing above news-
paper clipping

Re: Major Oil Companies;
Antitrust

60-1G26-636

qu}
ru/

’?ﬁ??hﬂﬂ%m‘l Ly

on 1/22/40 Col. Williem J. Donovar called fro-

NYC and stated he wanted to talk to Mr. Foover ahout one

— of the "Christian Front' boys. Donovan said thaot during
- World War I he had a man in his regiment naned John Prou?l
| wko was an excellent soldier. This man's son was one of
L - the members of the Christian Front boys whe had been ap-~
Lo prehended.

Dvring the above conversation it wece decided ithat
Doncovar would confer with Inspector Connell@y in NYC in-
stead of coming to Washington. NY was advised of this de-

cisicn.
e
o Yemo [from Mr. Hocuer %o
G Mr. Tamn, 1/22/40
il Re: Christian Front
. b5_4279-170

(76),
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This reference is a report from dated
4/22/40 which stated that at a meeting, on 4 40, place
not stated, between the vets, Vincent Sheehan anc Colonel

"iwild Bill' Donoven it waes suggested that e famcus named |
ottorney be hired to represent the vets of the Abraham '

Lincoln Brigade (VALB) at the trial of ifilton Folff, com-!

TTAT mimes AN ++nrnorr hiy

mancer C_Jf VALAE. This was done by h}':rvuy an alivorney Oy

the name of Howley, from "Wild Bill'' Donovan's office.

61 -8381-35 SRR
(64) -
ST 61-72381-618X page 23,

27

52

Tated

MOCZT NG HIT

This reference is a report from
4/12/40 whick stated that the above describec
held in tho office of the New Yorker Beveracge Company.
This reference also states that Col. ":ild Bill" Donouar

T wes present at this meeting.
— i The following inked notation appeared on this

reference concerning Donovan: '"Had ckarge of 69ith Divistion
during iar, Stiil has command."

61-8381-27
. (65)
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This referegnce is a letter fror
o p- € 7y 21 A P

Tilliarm J.

henorable chaoracter and
relicd upcn.

3/:0 Mr. Koover wrote 1
Deneotan gtatiy that arrangements had beo
orworth, 5A0 in NY¢, to get in touch wit
in connection with any information which
right bhe uf value to the FEI.

65-16215-7
(p1) -

4 note doted 5/?8/;) wriéten on papgr Srom the
[reoterpts office telephons room stated thot
called in persoa 3

Slistan J. sdencwven of MNP !
are M. losver and said he would Gliap in g |
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On.8/19/41 Captain James Roosevelt called at this
Bureau and advised that he had been designated as liaison
man for Col., William Donovan's organtaat:on. Roosevelt
wanted information about the Bureau's coverage. Roosevelt
waes assured that this Bureau would do anything and every-
thing possible to assist and cooperate with Col. Donovan
and his organization in carrying on the duties assigned %o
them by the President.

Bureau memo, &/20/41
No captiion given
62-62405-112

ST 62-64427-X5

(20)

On 8,20/41 representatives of I¥S and ONI receivecd
inatructy o vote [fer the approvael of the wvisa application
on the basis of a statement by Col. (William)
wae needed in the defense program of his

country.
Bureal 8/2
Re:
Vis
100-178286- 129%

(47)
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on 8/29/41 Col. Williom Donouvan called and talked
with Ur. Tamm. Col. Donovan satid he had talked with re-
presentatives of the War and Navy Depariments. (The subject
of this conversation was not clear but it was believed to
concern the setting up of a new intelligence agency.) (ol.
Donovan said he wanted to cooperate with Mr. Hoonver.

Memo for the Director,
8/29/41

No caption given
62=04427-X6

(20).”

" On 9/9/41 information was received that ¥r. J.C.
Wiley, formerly of the Treasury Depariment, was attachec to
the office of Col. William J. Donovan, coordinator of in-
Jormation.

Kemo to Ir. Foxworth,
8/9/41

No caption given
6838=-10033~-366X
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