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SAC URGENT
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONCVAN, SPECIAL INRUIRY, BACKGROUND DATA CONTAINED IN

WHO-S WHO FOR FIFTY TWO DASH FIFTY THREE
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GENERAL CONOVAN IS BEING

-

CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF CF MISSICON. CONDUCT THORCUGH
INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND

- QUALIFICATICNS OF DONCVAN. THIS CASE SHOULD BE ASSIGNEDR TO A MATURE,

EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORDED CONTINUOUS ATTN. TO
INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE,
ASCERTAIN CURFENT ADDRESS OF ALL IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CONDUCT APPRO=
PRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS CONCERNING EACH., SUREP ATTN. IN- .
VESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTY TWO WITH=
OUT FAIL,
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3 WILLIANM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SPECIAL INQUIRY. BACKGROUND DATA CONTAINED IN
B WHO-S WHO FOR FIFTY TWO DASH FIFTY THREE. GENERAL DONOVAN IS BEING
CONSIDERED FCR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION. CONDUCT THOROUGH
INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND
| QUALIFICATIONS OF DONOVAN. THIS CASE SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO A MATURE,
-EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORDED CONTINUCUS ATTN. TO
INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE,
ASCERTAIN CURRENT ADDRESS OF ALL IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CONDUCT APPRO-
EHaos PRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS CONCERNING EACH. SUREP ATTN. IN-
VESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTY TWO WITH-

OUT FAIL.
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ACKGROUND DATA CONTAINED IN

WHO~-S WHO FOR FIFTY TWO DASH FIFTY THREE. GENERAL DONOVAN IS BEING

CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION. CONDUCT THOROUGH

. INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND

‘SL _QUALIFICATICNS OF DONOVAN. THIS CASE SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO A MATURE,

- EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFCRDED CONTINUOUS ATIN. TO
INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE,

PRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS CONCERNING EACH. SHREP ATTN. IN=-
VESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTY TWC WITH-

> OUT FAIL.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

$?:|TS“CIT:‘).S.EIORIGVINATED AT BUREAU FILE NO. 65—1717
REPORT MADE AT ’ DATE WHEN ‘ FERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
ADE
CTONIATI, 0412 5/29/50]  5/23/50 WADE Tty ALLEY FSG
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Genmeral WILLTAN J. DORUVAN, former

e al WOTYY VA T oAt }.. ad NOC

1GAL -
intepviewand, and states 0SS rald om AMERASIA
offioes oconducted eftor 0SS olerk found identi-
onl repert in AMFRASTA negezine on Siam pube-
1ished, Ton to twolve exhibits soeicsd in AB8
raid. DUNOVAN porsorally iuaforncd Seerctary of
Btate STTITINIUE of rald and finding of Chate
Dopartment pspors., IXNOVAY believes STLIZINIUG

telephoned Presldent RUOSEVELT regerdiny the
woktear. DOROVAN late. informed T\v ¥YLED LYON of

State Deportment thni:_we.o b1C
a‘xapeotcd.
- TNC -
LITALLS e AT TOl, GUID

Ganoral WILLIAM J, DOHCVAN, former hend of 0.5.5., was
interviowed on May 25, 1950, at the offices of the GIRGE Ji. /TAD CORIFIBATICH,

Room 350, Talbott Building, "First end Lodlow Stroets s Doyton, Chio.

Genoral DOKOVAN related thet in conmecticn with tho ANIRASIA
cage 1t was his imprecsiop theat he hed just relurnsed fron gbroad on the doy
followins the raild by Lpento of 0.5.8. at the Hew Yorlr O{ffc7? of ADRALIA,
Hewaver, DUROVAY stoted he did not come dnto his offlice uutil the evening of
the day he returned from ebrned. Acoordin~ te this elokerent, DWW WA¥g rotur.:
vir1ld have beca on Murch 12, 19153 hoereter, ko =iz -Fla {0 rocall the enaet
date in March -f 1945.
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CI (51717

DONMOVAY stated upon his return tc the olfico he wos
informed of the AMTRASIA raid of the previous evening by Mr. VAL BLUREX, was
was at tha, time Security Offiocer for 0.S.8. DANOVAY stated he was informed

' at that time that the raid had beecn conducted by FRAIN BIELASKT and othor
Iy D45.5. Azents and 05 he reoalls it was not until 1:70 A1, that the 0.5.3.
{ Agents were eble to got into the offices of ANTRASIA.

Continuing, Gemeral DONOVAN related that the Agests seized
about ton or twelve exhibits £rom two sulioases vs evidenoes however, hd
stated he hes no recollection ga to tho oontents of the exhlibits. After

té beiny informed by VAN BFUREYN of the detalls of the raid and of the foct that
@ officinl State Dopartnont pepers wero found in the AIFRASTA offices &s well
o e.a 0.5.8. papers, DOV VAT thor 4clophoned Scerstery of State ZINARD R,

P STLTTINIUS at his cpertrment af the Werdnen PFark leficl iz Vashington, D Co
& Gensra.l DOROVL recallsy that it wms quite late when ne wado lie teleophone
¢ call and it wes necessary to ewekan Mr. STEITINIUS, and he informod him thatb
¥ " ho wus ou hic WLy over ‘o Bee him on the matter and sug;geated. that Acsistant
i . Bearetory of State JULIUS HOLMVES be there t0 hear tie feots in the case.

Following this ea.ll, DOYNOVAY, togother with VAN IZUURON
rad Jo Je TIOUEDLN, then legnl counsel for 0.S5.85., rrocecedod vos W Wordmen
rasy Jintal to sen Me, STETTIVIUS,

Jpon srrival thero, Assistent Secratary of Stave LTS
was thers and DEICVAN prooseded to inform lr, STEITINTIS of tho cose. DUNIVI
rooells that he stated to lh-. n‘.rET“‘IHIUS, "This 48 your rospo:mibility - 0

. Fu e | oy ) s am 3 e Y e . -
wore afbor our o papers in this offics and found sumc of yours.” DONOVAR v

stated that the oase wms generally discussed end he was later inforzed by ir,
KORIGAY that while hae, DOROVAN, was talking with i'r. HuLiBES, Secretory
STETTINIUS left the room for a perlod of time, presumsbly for the purpuse ol
: tolephoning Presidernt ROOSEVELT. DONGVAN statod thet ho has no perconal

- knowledga that thic coll was rade, but he Lalieves Meh el STUTIININT Qid

® onll 't:ho Progident.

- Goreral DOIOVAL stated thot wo vos inforuad that o.5.0,.

firgt Deoomo nwnre of L6 cose viien a sc‘mlav]\' clerls: 11 el o8es tHiile reisr-
A L4
. ing en issue of the AITR/SIA mapazine observed an ariicls therein on Sionm

which was idertical to & report which he had previously projared on tho subject.

DOMOVAT stated that in April ot LY5, wiidle talklig to ITTD
LYON,-Security Olficer of the Depertuent of Btate, iiv etabed "soweone In yrr
Dopartrent must Lo responsible for theso papors na“ nx o teken ondt and you st
" have some suspecis «~ whom do you suspeat?" At thie point, "OHOVAY coul :

woao sugp QUs

WEEToq chat T Tater To1d PAICTSRTRERELIRTIN: had sald concerning (NN
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CI 65-1717

BURLEY was told of this st the London, England, Alrport, Wy DONOVAN,.

Covoerning first=hard knmowledsc of the subjeots in thic
cnse, NOXOVAY stated thst he firct met JOH STEWART SLRVICE in 19LZ-10L4 in
Ching vhilc oa official business and saw him thereafter on several sceesiona.
While in Chinn, PATRICK HORLUY informed him that ELIVICE was ettempting ©o
sabotage his, EVRLEY's, oi‘fom in m:m n.nd thet he ha.d doounents Lo show
what ancx h g+ Mns. ".v_ﬁ‘ - : .

tha on‘.Ly othor suhjlcrh or 'lhom DONOVAN had knowledr'e was
LARSY, who, he recalls, was in ‘the U. 8. Havy snd stterpted to cacire ¢
job with 0.8.5.
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YLD : ADINISIRATIVE PAZE - :

General DONOVAY was interviewed in Deyton, Thio, cn iar 2%, 1950,
upon ths telephonio request of the New York Offica.
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¥ NEW YORK OFFICE
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¥ew York City Office in acoordance with their request.
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WASH AND WASH FLD 19 FROM NEW YORK 17 10-22 PM
IRECTOR AND SAC URGENT
S

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI, REBUTEL JUNE FIFTEEN, GENERAL DONOVAN
IS BEING CONSIDEREL FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION, COWNDUCT
THORCUGK INVESTIGATICN AS TO CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATEEL
AND QUALIFICATIONS OF DONOVAN., BUREAU DESIRES THIS CASE FE ASSIGNED
A MATURE, EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORD CONTINUOUS
ATTENTION TO INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE OF JUNE TWENTYSECOND IS MET.
SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE, ASCFFTAIN CURRENT ADDRELS OF
ALL, IMMEDIATE RELATIVES ANR CONDUCT APPROFRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL

ZCKS CONCERNING EACH, SUREP INVESTIGATIVE DIVIDICON SI SECTICN. -

CH

.1
3:-ALBANY DIVISION seasns
‘ .“-—c:__-“'-:—:""'“

'\
3

/
DONOVAN ALMITTED TO BAR PROBABLY NINETEEN SEVEN., COUNSEL FOR NY
BABLY MINLIZEN

et

STATE FUEL AUMINISTRATION NINETEEN TWENTYFOUR. REVUBLTCAN CANP]JATE

FOR LT, GOV, NY NINFTEEh TULNTYTWO AND CANDIDATE FOR COV. NIhFTEkN

THIRTYTWO, COUNQFL TO COMNIS“ION FOR REVI ION hY STATE PUBLIL CEFUILF

v ———— e ety

e

COMMISSION LAWS NINFTFEN TWENTYRINF. SERVED NY STATTZVMTICNAL GUARD
. o !

S CAPTAIN. ! ,f
'

~ BUFFALO DIUI-.)ION I fos
DQNOUAN BORN JAN. FIRST, EIGHTEEN EIGHTYTHREY IN BUFFALO, PARENTS
TIMOTHY P. AND ANNA LENNON DONOVAN, BEGAN LEGAL PRACTICE AT BUFFALO

NINETEEN SEVEN. SERVED AS US DA WESTERN LISTRICT NY NINETEEN TWENTY

TWOH..T.O_TUENTYF-OUR-.—-- o ~ECORDED-92 77- 5?7 03“%\
20U 9200 e e, L—ge»
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TWENTYFOUR TO TWENTYFIVE,

WA 19
PAGE TWO

RICHMCND DIVIDION auvoes
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DONOVAN MEMBER US DELEGATION TO CUSTOMS REGULATION CCONFERENCE BETWEEN

US AND CANADA NINETEEN TWENTYTHREE, ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL US NINETEEN

ASST. TO AG TWENTYFIVE TO TWENTYNINE.
Us COMMISSIONER AND CHAIRMAN RIO GRANDE RIVER COMPACT COMMISSIOW

TWENTYEIGHT TO TWENTYNINE, US COMMISSIONER, CHAIRMAN, COLORALO

o I'd T TYT Nk A BN
MEMBER BOARD OF ARBITRATICK UND

Rl

INCE TWEN TYNINE.,

rn
tr

RIVER COMMISSION
NATIONAL MEDIATIUN BOARD CONTRCVERSAY BETWEEN AMERICAN

TRAIN DISPATCHERS ASSCCIATICN AND B & M RR, COORDINATOR OF INFO
FORTYONE, DIRECTOR OF CSS DURING WW TWO AS MAJOR GENERAL, US
ARMY. UNOFFICIAL OBSERVER FOR SECRETARY OF NAVY IN GREAT BRITIAN
AND SE EURCPE FORTY TO FORTYONE. HANDLE,

BOAKDMAN

ALBANY RICHMOND AND RUFFALC ADVISED
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FRT ATRALY 6=18=53 HLH

SACS BUFFALO AND NE7 YORE URGERT
YILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN - SI. BUDED JUNE TWENTYTWO NEXT~ REBUTFL

JONE FIFTEEN LAST AND NEW YORK TEL JUNE SEVENTEEN., RECORDS NXS

HN

FUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION REFLECT GEN. DONOVAN SERVED AS COUNSEL

T COMMITTEE ENGAGED IN REVISION THIS COMHISSION'S IAWS NINUTEER

%Fa TWENTYRINE, COMMITTEES REPORT REFLECTS ASSOCIATLS OF DONOVAN AS
_»‘Tf:"' PPN

s FOLLOWS: JOum_Lu.Lou...g. " """""" CHAIRFAK ~ PRESENTLY, FEDERAL JUDGE AT
‘“ " BUFFALO; WILLIAH J. B 164:{ RETURNED NYS SUPREME COURT JUSTICE,

BUFFALO, .T. "PR. JAMES C. mmmaﬂf FCOROMITS "PROFTSSER AT .

muw.;

s ONIVEROIIY. CONDKT NECESSARY INTERVIESS,

END
JPH1hlm 77__ 5?70 (28
7-3597 ; ﬂ.
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 12 18 S=-17P ! '

DIRECTOR voesU RGEN Tauas

& {

WILLTIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REURFILE., DONOVAN-S SON, DAVID MAINTAINS
RESIDENCE AT CHAPEL HILL FARM, BERRYVILLE, VIRGINIA, HANDLE.

t | BOARDMAN

RICHMOND ADVISED
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO ~ B N T N /
THE SECRETARY OF STATE i : y PR o
"WASHINCTCN 35, O, T, B DEPART'1ENT OF S r . 4 '

W ILSHINGTON ;

N e

June 12, 1953

o

Dear ¥r. Hoovers ; Y

;o
YA
The President is cons:.aerlng for appointment as a chief! :L < ’j}, _ﬁ(;}
of mission General Jilliam J{~Donovan. The Foreign Relations PRl i

Committee of the Senate has requestéd that such nominations be
submitted with my assurance that a full field investigation by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been concluded.

It is reguested, therefore, that the Federal Eureau of /
4 ]Investigation conduct a full field investigation of General ,,( v
i, Donovan and transmit the findings to me through the Office of Lot
*‘ﬁ | Security of this Department. PO
i b,
A Biographie information on General Donovan is enclosed., {¢ . g
% : Sincerely your.;,
- \ Ia g
A f ) ;_ .
i ol It
;’ -{ [ {4 ot
NPty N S
1 r«“ J “Z j, ‘J ‘ .
s " . SF # . N
- // John Foster Dulles
- ; /
/ .
!
- p it
Enclosure . et
- / o jf‘”f P P

A et
e e

!’_’ ___'___.__,_.—-—" “{,‘

T ,,p’ ot i.- l '
}‘*‘JOPDC ru-r

The Honorable -‘EWLKH‘ . .9 7
J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 7"'5-? oc

Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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William JosepwTi6n :van

(p. 662, WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, 1952-53)

lawyer; b. at Buffalo, N.Y., Jan. 1, 1883; s. Tinothy P. and Anna {Lemncn)
D.; A.B., Columbia, 1905, LL.B., 1907; LL.D., Niagara U., 1919, U. of Notre
Dame, 1929, Syracuse Univ., 193l.

o m. Rutl Rumsey July 1k, 191k; children —- David Rumsey, Patricia (dec.).
x

Regan practice at Buffalo, 1907; counsel for N.Y. State Fuel Administration,
192!); Republican candidate for lieut. gov. of lew York, 1922; U.S. dist.

'l atty., Western District of N.Y., 1922-2L; mem. U.S, delegation to customs

i regulations conf. between U.S. ard Can., 1923; asst. atty. gen. of U.S., 1924-25;

i the asst. to the atty. gen., Mar, 1925-29; U.S. commr. and chmne. Rio Grande

i River Compact Commn., 1928-29; U.S. comnr., chan. Colo. River Commn. since

i 1929; mem. Donovan, leisure, Newton, Ldmbard & Irvine; counsel for Assn. Bar

A City New York and Mew York and Bronx County bar assns. in bankruptey investi-~

i gation, 1929; counsel to com. for revision New York state pub. service comun.

= laws, 1929. l'em. Bd. Arbitration, under Nat. l'ediation Bd., controversy

between Am. Train Dispatchers Assn., and B. & M. RR. Rcp. candidate for

e Governor of N.Y., 1932. Served as capt. Troop I, 1lst Cav., N.Y. Nat. Guard;

e Asst Chief of Staff, 27th Div., A.E.F., World War; maj., brigade, adj.,

o ] 5lst Brigade; maj., 165 Inf, {old 69ih N.Y.) advancing to rank of col.,

= - wounded three times; unofficial observer for sec. of navy, Great Britain,
July-Aug. 1940, southeastern Europe, Dec. 1940-¥ar. 19L1; apptd. coordinator
of Information, July 1941; dir., Office of Strategic Services, June 1942;
rank of maj. gen., U.5. Army.

Decorated(World War I) Congressional Medal of Honor for conduct in action
near Landres and St. Georges, France, Oct. M4~15, 1718; D.S.C. or conduct
in erossing River Ourcqg, July 28-31, 1918, D.8.M. for scrvices in Bacarat
sector, July 28-31, and Meuse-Argonne Offensive, Get. 1918 (U.S.), Legion .
of Henor, Croix de Guerre with palm and silver star (France), Croci di
Guerra (Italy); (World War II) Oak leaf cluster on D.S.¥. for services as
dir, of strategic services (U.S.), Order of Crow» (Italy), Knight Comdr.
Order of British I‘ﬁly.l.x\; (url":‘at BL.LtCI-.I.l.I.) Condr. LeEio'n of Honor \Fraﬂce},
Grand officer Order of Lecpold with plam {(Belgium), Papal Lateran medal,
Order St. Sylvester (Papal), Comdr.'s Cross with siar of Poloniz Restituta
(Poland), 1st Class of Most Exalted Order of White Elephant, Santi lala
medal (Siam), Comdr. Cross with star Royal Order of St. Olav (Norway);

o Alexander Hamilton medal Assn. , Alunni Columbia Coll. Mem. Assn. Bar City
fé_ Few York (exece. com. 1931), Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Delta Phi. Republican.
? Catholic.

ya 'F1"h°: Buffale (Buffalo); University, Metropolitan, Chevy Chase (Jashington);
= River, University, Cedar Creek (Ner 1ork).

Home: 1 Sutton Pl. S., New York, N.Y.; also Chapel Fill Farm, Berryville, Va,
Office: 2 Wall Street, New York City, 5.
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: - | PERSOUAL M0 CONFIDENTIAL
B The Honorable
The Secrotary of Jtate
L Yashington, . C.
» My decr Mr. Secretary:
I wish to acknowledge recelpt of your
o o leatter dated June 12, 1953, in which you requestad
- - investlzatlion of General ¥illiam J. Donovan, whom
- the. Fresident 1s considering for aprointront as a G
chief of mission. e
Plaase be advisod that thils investiration
- has boen ordered and upon completion & summary of (.
.- the results will be forwarded to you In accoraance W
& with your request. ° -
ij_ - With expressions of my hirhecat esteom and ot .
e bYest regards, s )
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«11liem Joscph Dono an

(p. 662, w0018 WHU I AMERICA, 1952-53)

i lawyer; b. at Buffalo, L.Y., Jan, 1, 1883; s. Ti-othy P. end Arna (Lennon)
D.’ A.B., CO]-umbia’ 1905, InLoBt’ 190?; IIL‘D., hliagara Ua, 1919, U. Of hom’e
Dame, 1929, Syracuse Univ,, 1931.

m. Ruth Ramsey July 1k, 191l; children — David Rumsey, Patricia (dec.).

toran practice at Puifalo, 1%07; counsel for N. “taLe Yuel Adnirnisiraiion,
192L; fepubiican candidate for liewt. pov. of o Ibrk, 1922; U.5. dist,
atty., Western District of li.Y., 1922-2L mesi. .S, deleg_at.ion to cusioms

Teguu“"' tions conf. between V.. and Cane., .:.;23' asst, ﬁtt:y'- EEll. of 'U'-So, 192 14 55

the aast. to the atiy. zen., tar, 1925-29; U.S5. camur. and chzne Rio Grande
River Compact Commn., 1928-29, U.%, cornir., chan. Colo. River Comun. since
1729; nmew. Donovan, lLeisure, Mewton, Lomburd & Irvine; counsel for Assin. “ur
Cibt. lew Torw amd “ow Tork ant Jronx Co:nty bar assna. in runicurtey inveosti-
g gation, 1227: counscl to core for revislon wew Yors stats pub. scrvice coi.'di.
T laws, 1929, l'en, Ld. arvitration, under Kat. i'edlatlion id., coniroveray

jg% Letwoon Am. Train Dispatchers fsan,, and B. & 2% . flep. candidate for
Governor of N.Y., 1932. Served as capt. Troop I, lst Cav., N.Y. Kat. Guard;
Aast Chisef of f‘+_nf"f' 27+h Div.. A_E. ¥, Yorld Var: mai., bripade, adj.,
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w” . Slat Drigade; mnj., 165 Inf. (old 69th N.T.) Y advahcing to rank of col.,
F - wounded three times; unofficlal observer ior sec. of navy, Great Iritain,

July-Aug. 1940, =southeastern Europe, Dec. 19L0=ar, 19Ll; apptd. coordinator
of T.formaifon, Jily 1941 dir., Jffice of Siraic~ic Services, June 1942;
rank of maj, gen., U.S« ATmYy.

Decorated(iorld Sar I) Comgrossional ledal of ilenor lor conduct i action

o near Landres and St. Georges, France, Oct. 1k=15, 17153 D.S.C. for conduct
. _ in crossing River Qurcg, July 2831, 1918, D.S.M. for services in Pacarat
i;*ﬁ ' sector, July 23-31, and House-Argonne Offensive, Gct. 1918 (UG.S.), Lezion
E - of Honor, Croix de Cuerre with palm and silver star (France), Croci di
—— Querra (Italy)}; (World War II) Oak leaf cluster on [.7.M. for scrvices as
B dir. of strategic servieces (U.S.), Order of Crow: (italy), Knight Coadr.
- Order of Lritish Empire (Greel Britain), Cordr. Legion of Honor (France),

Grand officer Order of Leopold with plam (Belpiuvm), Popal Laleran nedul,
Order St. Lylvester (Papal), Cordr.'s Crose with star of iolonia Restitnla
(Poland), lst Clasms of Yoot Inedtod Duvier of Vhite Elephant, Santi ilida
medal {Sian), Coudre Cro:e wiih star “oyul Order ol St. Olav (horway);
Alexander Haailton ..edal Asam,. , Alunndl Columblia Colles ‘fems ASsn. Bar City

-Jgf; Sew fork (exec. corve 1951), [1E Rappa 1oi, Thi tclta Fhl. epublican.
- N }k Catholle,
Y - )
,#_g} Clubs: Buffsleo (Fuffalo); University, Metropolitan, Chevy Chase ( asnin-ton);
- F

River, University, Cudar Crcek (hew York),

-
-
F

Hlome: 1 Sutton P1l, S., New York, N.X,; aleo Chapel Hill Furm, Berr;ville, Va.
-0ffices 2 wall Street, New York City, 5.
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6=-18-53 URGENT
T ‘ _ SAC NEW.YORK
» /) ’
/ WILLIAM JOSTPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUNE FIFTEFN, FIFTY THREL.

URFILE ONT HUNDIED DALZH TWO TIVE NINE 4ERO FoUR, J.Y Lo ap 4.,

URLLT DATFD APRIL SEVEN FIFTY THREL; URFILE ONE HUNDRLD UASH NIKE

SIX SIX THREE ZERO, “DUNCAN LEE, REPORT OF SA GALLAGIIER DATED ;

PR il

JARUARY TWENTY, FIFTY THREE, PAGE THRFE; URFILT ONE HUNDILD uvASH

ONT 77RO NINE SFVIN SEvin rou:, ®ELLY.M sOPISON PaIci, Su DAL C,

%f
&

A7PORT OF A JORY L. FAG) W DATED PEMUARY SIVINTIEN FIVIY THREE,

PACF FIGHT.
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REPER 'O FOLLOYING REFERTNCES IN CONNFCTION wITH Ta#4IS INVASTIGATIC.
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NEW YORK 15 TFROM WASH DC 18 6-3§8 PM MLT

= SAC URGENT
%? WILLTAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUNE FIVTEEN, FIFTY THREE, REFEK
N TO FOLLOWING REFERENCES IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INVESTIGATION, URFIL:
) ONE HUNPRED DASH TWO FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR, JAY LOVECTONE, URLET DATED
i APRIL SEVEN FIFTY THREE, URFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH NINE SIX SIX THREE
B ZERO, DUNCAN LEE, REPORT OF SA GALLAGHER DATED JANUARY TWENTY, FIFTY
o 'THREE, PAGE THREE, URFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH ONE ZERO NINE SEVEN SEVEN
- FOUR, WILLIAN ADDISON PRICE, SM DASH C, REPORT OF SA JOHN L. FACAN
DATED FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN FIFTY THREE, PAGE EIGHT,

Bewi HOOVER
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# | VASH AND VASH FLD 14 FROM NEW YORK 18 10=40 AW ues |
(o —— e e e
- s v ) o o ~ I
L/91’RECT0R AND SAC URGENT PO

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI., REBUTEL JUNE FIFTEEN, LAST TC WFO. A
REVIEW OF THE INDICES OF THE NYO WITH REFERENCE TC APPOINTEE, REFLECTS
THE FOLLOWING-JIN FORTYFIVE, ELIZABETH BENTLEY ADMITTED THAT. SHE
OP®RATED AS A COURIER IN A SOVIET ESPIONAGE NETWORK RETWEFL FORTYONE

“To FORTYFIVE., BENTLEY TESTIFIED BEFORE THE HCUA THAT DUNCAN C. LEE,

= " A IPGAL ABVIS@R™YO THE WPPOINTEE, WAS HER FIRST CONTACT IN THE Ci5,
F WHICH DONOVAN WAS THE DIRECTOR, LEE WAS FORMERLY EMPLOYED BY

O

DONOVAN-S LaW FIRM, DONOVAN, LEISURE, LUMBARD, NEWTON, AND IEKVINE.

- #:0THER CONTACT OF BENTLEY 4N 0SS WAS MAURICE HATPERFING' WITH REGARD
L. TO DUNCAN C. LEE, YCUR ATTENTION IS INVITED TO THE REPORT OF SA
. & LOYD Ls JONES,; DATED JAN. TWENTYEIGHT, FORTYSIX, AT WASHINGTON,

PAGE SIXTYEIGHT, IN THE GREGORY MATTER, YOUR FILE ONE HUNDRED DASH

— - —

ONE. SEVEN FOUR NINE THREE, WFO IS ORIGIN IN THE LEE CASE. IN REGARD

i ot

TO HALFERIN, SEE REPORT OF SA EDWARD W, DOOLEY DATED F¥Ep, ELEVEN,

FORTYSIX AT NYC, PAGE FORTYFCUR, IN GREGORY CASE, AND WFO LET TO

" DIREUTOR UNDER SAME CAPTION DATED DEC, ELEVEN, FORTYFIVE, ON PAGE TWO,

i ¥ Aus

wnznx‘ﬂﬁtﬁznxn-s NAME IS MENTIONED, ALONG WITH THE NAME OF APPOINTEE.

26 JiL 2219 crcornin92  27-58704

END OF PAGE ONE
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WA 14
PAGE TWO

-

ALSO SEE REPORT OF SA JONES DATED JAN., ELEVEN, FORTYSIX, AT WASH

" IN THE GREGORY MATTER, PAGE ONE THREE FIVE, CONCERNING DONALD NIVEN

WHEELER, AN 0SS EMPLOYEE, INVESTIGATED UNDER THE HATCH ACT. THE
AFPOINTEE ADVISED THE BUREAU HE WOULD TAKE NO ACTICN IN THISIMATTER.
WFO AS ORIGIN IN THE GREGORY CASE; ;H_REQUSSfED T0 CURNISH A SUITABLE
DOCUHEN%ATION OF BENTLEY+~S ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING HER CONTACTS AT
OSS. FURNISH APPROPRIATE SKETCHES OF DUNCAN LEE, MAURICE HALPERIN,

———— T e — .

-AND DONALD NIVEN UHEELER FRCM BENTLEY-S TESTIFONY RE 0SS, IF POSSIBLE,

AND THEIR ASSOCIATION WITH THE APPOINTEE AT THAT TIME. BOSTON,
HOWEVER, IS ORIGIN IN THE HALPERIN CASE. NH DIVIBICN. REFERENCE IS
MADE TO YOUR FILE SIXTYFIVE DASH ONE TWO EIGHT EIGHT, ENTITLED

HILL REVIEW FILE AND REPORT ANY PERTINENT INFO CONCERNING THE MANSFIELDS
AND THE APPOINTEE AND HIS LAW FIRM, FOR THE INFO OF THE NH OFFICE,

- GENERAL DONOVAN IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF

MISSIONs, THE BUREAU DESIRES THIS CASE BE ASSIGNED TO A MATURE,
EXPERIENCED, WELL QUALIFIED AGENT, AND AFFORDED CONTINUOUS ATTENTION
TO INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET., SET NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE.
SUREP ATTN= INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SI SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTYTWO,
NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL, B

| BOARDMAN

NEW HAVEN ADVISED HLD
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PEATRAL MyRER: - NVESTIGA T InN
U. S DEPARTAY 11 0F JusTCE

ROMMUNICATIGNS ‘SECTION
1
JUr ;ﬁg 1353

TELETY:E

FBI, ST. LOUIS 6-19-53 225 Py WJE | SV

“DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD eeses URGENT

/-
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUNE FIFTFEN, LASTe. ARIY RECORD

A

i NOT LOCATED SL. WFO HANDLE.
- THORNTON

77:59706~ 7

END AND ACK
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ¢~

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FILE NO. rvic
REPORT MARE AT DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR . REPORT MADE BY

3 . o . WHICH MADE - .
= ALBANY, NEW YORK| 6-19-53 6-16, 17,18, JAMES P, HENDRICK, JR.
% = . 19-53 CHARACTER OF CASE
B ' " /T)
t ! WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN ' SPICIAL IHNQUIRY
g ‘BYNOPSIS OF FACTS:!
¥ v DONOVAN Republican candicdate for Lieutenant Governor, New York

State, 1922; Republican candidate for Governor, New York State,
1932, Scrved as counsel to Commission for ﬂevislon of New Yorl:
state 'ublilec Service Commission Laws, 1929. New York State
Department of Audit and Control records reflect DCHCOVAN Chiefl
counsel tc vew York State Fuel Commission, 1922. Records,
New York State Becard of Law Examiners, reflect WILLIAM J.

- DONCVAN applled to take New York State bar examination, March,
A .1907. Graduate of Columbla University, 1905. Attended Columbia
" Law School two years. Took bar examination Qctcber 22, 1907,
passed and certifiled to Fourth Judiclal Department, Rochester,
New York, N .vember, 1G07. Records, New Yorit State Court of
Aappeals, reflect WILLIAM J. DONOVAN admitied New Yoric State Supreme
Court, Fourth Judicial Lepartment, jiochester, jow Y. rk, MNovembor,
1907. Fililedg ovath to practice as attornecy In iew Yourlk State
December, 1907. Membership in New York State National Guard
and New York State Bar Assoclatlion verifled. Record clear. ;
DONCVAN was granted honorary LL.D. degree by Syracuse Unilversity
in 1930. Lr. FINLA G, CRAWFORD, Syracuse University, highly ,
recommends applicant as to character, loyalty and associates. A

- RUC -

REFERENGES: Bureau telectype dated 6-15-53.
Mew York City teletype dated 6-17-53.
Albany teletype dated 6-18-53.
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AL TT7-3597
DETAILS:

AT ALBANY, NEW YORK

M. G. HYAN, Piincipal Plle Cleris New York State Public
Service Comniission, advised thaf{ tnere would be no record in their

Personnel Department of General DONOVAN having served as Counsel
to the Commiasion to Revise the New York State Publiec Service

[N o i SLVES 4 Moaat e A

Commission Laws. She suggested that Mr. BLEECKER H. BAK:R of their
Legal Division might be of help in this matter,

' bir. BLEECKER H. BAKER, Legal Dlvision, New Y.rx State
R Public Serv1ce Commlssfbu, made available the report oi thls
L - Commission's work in 1929. The report rellected that WILLIAM J.
)ﬁL //// DONOVAN hal served as Counsel to the Legislative Lommlssion to
Revise the Laws of New York State Public Service Commisslon. This
report further reflected thaf._associated with DONOVAN on this _
%: - -ﬁ‘;gmj,am.on were Dr. JAMES C. BONBRIGHT, Lcounomics Professor at#
T ew York University, Senator JOHN KNIGHT of Buffalo, New York,
and WILLIA! J. HICiZY, also of Buffalo, New Yorxg. Listed on the
Researbnlgta£# of this Comnission was FINLA H. CUAWFORD, presentl;
Vice-uharcellor BT Syracuse Univer$ity.

. “r. EARL FRANCIG Direct»r, klectlon 3onod, New Yors

' State Department of State, advised that his records. reflected that
WILLIAM J. DONCVAN was the Republican candidate f'or. Lieutenant

- Governor of New York State _in _the election of 1922, but was defeate »

e )

=EF‘ ///‘by*GEUHGE'LUNN The records further reflected that WILLIAM J.

P DONOY .1 was the Republlcan. candidate for Governor in 1932 and was

A defeated by HERBERT_H. .LEHMAN. . Mr. FRANCIS advised that he did

%;7 not know General DONOVAN personally, but knew of his tremendously

o fine reputation. He further stated that he dild not recall that

i General DONCVAN ever resided in Albany. k. RRAINCIS sunzested tnot
the writer c-ontact ¥r. WILLIAM KING, Secretary or tue llew York Syat:

Senate, for information concerning General DOROVAH,

i.o. WILLIAM KIIiG, Secrctary ol the New York State
Senate, advised that he had met General DONOVAN on only one occasi .
b/ Irr Buffalo and could not say that he knew hlm personally. He
advlscd, however, that his reputation speaks well for hin and that
he kncw that General DONCVAN had made a great name for hiimsell
both In New York State and in fthe service of his country.
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AL TT7-3597

-, WILLIAM E. DOUGHERTY, &ccutlve Deputy Comptroll.:,
New Yorl: State Department of Audit and Control, aidvised that his
records showed WILLIAM J. DONOVAN as Chief Counsel for the New
: vork State Fuel Edministration, "The records further indicated
,// thnatl this CapaCLty was servoed from September 7, 1922 to December
31,1922 "Thé ‘fécords indicated ‘that Mr. DONOVAN recc~ved a flat

AN/ Wiew

e s

AT SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

The following investigation was conducted by SA LR
G, ROTIL

Records of the Registrar of Syracuse University reflect
v/ that applluant was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws
in 1930, - e

)&
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AL 77-3597 ' ‘ RFM:hov

{5 The following investigation was conducted by Special Employee
A5 AVRIANTT MOTIR :
fﬁ JUA LINVING LT e PNV UL e
E AT ALBANY, NEW YORK
gl Jijss BETTY CONNORS, Clerk, New York State Board of Law
P . Examiners, advised that her records reflected WILLIAM J, DONOVAN,

N New York City and Buffalo, New_York, applied to take the New York
= Staté Bar Examlnatlion on March 23, 1907. Education background at
¥ /// that time consisted of graduate from Columbia University 1905 and
'g, / two vears attendance at Columbla Law School. No otner information

54 was availablo. He took the New York Stete Bar Examination October

[ 22, 1907, passed and was certified to the Fourth Judicial Depart-
ment Rochester, New York November 7, 1907

/// M. FLOYD MELIUS, Clerk, New York State Court of Appeals, ad-

~vised that his records reflectea_WIEEIKM”J 'DONOVAN "was admitted

- \h“ to the Supreme Court, Fourth Judlcial Department, Rochester, New

e " York, during the November Term 1907 and that he filed oath to

oracticc as an attorney in New York State on December 24, 1907.

Colonel EXVIN C. GORE, New York State hdjutant Generzl's Off L. |
advised that his records reflected WILLIANM J, DONCVAN wasg born
. January 1, 1883; that he enlisted in the New York State National
Guard as Private, Troop I, First Cavalry, on May 7, 1912; and thit
‘;un October 11, 1912 he was made a Captain in the same unit. The
records furtotr'indiCated that WILLIAM J. DONCVAN was a Captain,
e ¥ Troop I, First Cavalry, lexican Border, June 30, 1916 through March
e . 30, 15617. On May 15, 1917, whlle holding the rank of Captain, he
' was likewlse appointed Assistant Chief of Staff of the New York
Division, On Jduly 7, 1917, he was made Major in the Adjutant
G~neral's Department, First Brlgade. DONOUVAN was transierred tc the
69th Infantry Branch of the First Brigade (The Fighting Irish) on
August 15, 1617. This organization was rede81gnated the 165th
Infantry on the same date. DCONOVAN was appOinted a Lt. Colonel on
September 3, 1918 and a Colonel on March 3, 1919 and served in the
. American Expeditionary Forces from March 26, 1917 through April 22,
1919. lle was wounded twice 1n action on July 31, 1918 and October

.15, 1918.

i

Miss 1SABELLE THROWBRLOGEY Secrgiamy, New York State Bar
Association, advised that WILLIAM J, DONOVAN, 2 Wcll Street, New
7 York City, has been & member of the New York State Bar Association
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since 1914 and has continued his membership to the present time
and 1s in good standing

of the Mew York State Board of Law Examiners, New York State
Adjutant General's Office and/or the New York State Bar Associa-
tion regardnng WILLIAM _J. DONOVAN.

// There was no derogatory information contained in the files
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The following investigation was conducted by SA WILIIAM C. PIPER.

AT SYRACUSE, NEW YORK:

Dr. FINIA G. CRAVFORD, Vice-cﬁénccllorf Oyracuse University,
adviscd that in 1929 he and other members of Syracuse University served
on a committee appointed by the then Governor, FRANKLIN D. ROOSFVELT, to
revise the New York State Public Service Commission laws. br. C~AW:CRD |
said that the applicant was the legal representative for the rommittee
and had his headquarters In New York City at thet time. Dr. CRAWFORD
said he was well acquainted with the applicant at that time and has had
cccasional contact with him since then, He described the applicant as a
person of the highest character, reputation, and habits, and one whe was
highly regarded by his friends and associates, Hc stated the applicant
was completely deopendable and trustworthy. Dr. CRAWFORD stated further
that during world war II, the applicant headed the Officc of Strategic
Services in wWashington, D. C. He also sald that during the time he has
been acquainted with the applicant, he has never heard him say anything
nor has he ever heard anyone s8y anything about the applicant which would
indicatc that he was not a loyal or patriotic cltizen. Di. DRAWFORD stated
that he would highly recommend the appllcant for a position of trust and

confidence. He also stated that to his knowledge there was no one presently

t Syracusc University who was acquainted with the applicant,

- RUC -
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Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YO RK 0 J {5
REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
T, MADE
' NEW YORE 6/19/53; 6/17,18,19/53 THONLL 7, LARDKLZR

CHANGED T
T WITITAN Jo:“.u:ruﬁsovm; akas
MWild Bii1-UpBnovean SPACTAL INQUIRY

CHARACTER OF CASE

By o
RN

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: .
Background from "Who's Whe' set forth, bducation

and association with Columbia University verified. No ‘lerogatory
infornation. Appointee not admitted to Bar in Firet Judiclsl
Nepartment, Mo reccord of action by Bar of City of New “York ov
Comn.ittee on Grievances, ;Sgcc*aticn with own law "frmn veririeu,
apnointec nighlv recommenied., VYo record at Hepublican tate ,
Committee, Acting Scerct wry recommends, No record at o9th
Regiment Armory. Neighborhood favor:ible., Associates racommend,
AT, 1ZABETH RENTLEV, admitted Soviet agent, advises QLS inliltrated

Bl o

A
S
v ¥

& i Py individnals aiding USSR. No derogatory credit informaticn
”‘m NV, No criminal record for sppointee and family.
o - RUC -
[ERINCPRESDLN 0 S+
RHuresu tble‘tyt)e to New ““ori » U/‘j ?,/_)_).
s Albany teletype to New York, 6/18/53.

DETAILS: The title of this case Is being marked changed to

' reflect the additional neme for the cppointee as
"e1pH BILL™ DONCVAY, as noted during the course of the interview
witl: Tmited States Attorney J. EDWARD LUMBARD,

PACEGROUTD

The Collowing bockground inlcirwiion war obtuained Crom
"who's Who In america ™ 1952 - 1953,

A‘:f:x::;;f m/ SPECIA:;‘A(‘;;:::(-[ l DO NOT WRITE IN THECE SPACTS
?+.5 ?' 79 ‘ i
... . R Fe o L.
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-

Rureau :i . 1}‘ -—7NDEXED.T20
1 - Wew Verk (77-16713) SR -
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~PROPERTY OF FBF"TH1I’£0'fID§ﬂI1AL REPORT AND IT$ CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YUU BY THE FGL AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
sBENCY TO WHICH LOANED. ,
U. B. COVIPANENT PRINTING OFFICE [T 1 AT |
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DONOV AN, WILLIAM JOSLPH, lawyer; bern at Euffal o, Kew
vork, Jaruzry 1, 1883; ton of TINCOTEY P. erd ALN. (LLNIICN)
DENMOV AT A. B. Besgree, Columbla Univerelty, 10055 LLL Degres,
1907: LLD Legres, Niagara University, 1919;  aniversity of
Fetre Dame, 1929; Svrocuce University, 1731; marricd RN
LANSRY, July 1i, 191h; Children - DAVID \1MUUJ, FATRICia (Deccased),
- Began practice at Buffalo, 1907; Counsel [or New York &Hiuate
iE Fuel Administrat on, 192l;; Republlican.candidate for Lieutenant

Governor of New York, 1922; United States District Attorney,
~ Western District of New York, 1922 - 192l; Member United States
< Delegation to Customs Regulatiohs Conference botween United

31

W

A

. /// States and Canadr. 1923; assistant attorney Uencrul of United
States, 197 - 192%; the ascistant to the Lttorney Oeneordl,

>~ March 16297 - 192¢; United States Commicriwner and Chal-mon,

C o itie Srande Hiver Compact Conmizeion, 1928 - 1926; United Stat-c

Commiceci oner, Chailrman, Colorado .{iver Commission 5ervice, 1929,
Memb-r, Donovan, Ledsure, Newton, Lumbard and Irvine; Counsel
~ for Par Acssociation, Clty of New Vork and New York and Rronx
T County Bar Associations in bankruptey investipations, 1929;
GCounsel to Commission ror Revision New York State Public
Cervice Conmmicsion Laws, 1929; Member Foard of JSrbhitratics under

. :
smerien. Toain

Mational »ofiation Bourd, cortroversy beatwoo:
Bitoatehers , saccelation, and Peoston & Moo L ailrow!;
itepublican candidate for Governor of bew Yorl, T°01 sorved oo
Cantain, Troop I, Mirst Cavalry, New York Pationul uuara;
Ascistant Chief ol Ltaff, 27th ivislon, AL, world War,
Major, Brigade, Adjutant, Slst Brigade; Majcr, 165th Infrntry

- (013 69th New York), advancing to rank of Colonel; wounded
thre: timec; unoi ficial observer {or Secretary ol ~avy, ureat
Qritain, July - August, 1940, Southeastern Burope, Decoumber, 1920 -
March 10h1,

—

9*  Mr. DONOVAI was appointed Co-crdinator «f infornaticn, <uly,

o 1¢41: Director, Cfrice of ntrategic Services, Juns, 194d; renk f
Fajor oneral, United States Army. DLecornted (Lorld sov 1)

s bonmreasicnal iledal of Honor for conduct ir. "ection necr landrou

/ and St. Ceorges, France, October 14 - 1., 1910; Listinsuighed
4  Lervice Cross for conduct in crossing iver Qureqg, July 260 - 31,
. 191F; D.5.M, for services in Bacaret _ector, July 28 - 31,

and Meuse - Argonne Offensive, October, 1918 (United Sti en);
Order of Crcwn (Italy}; Knight Commander, Crder of British
Lmpire (Great Britain), Ccmnmander, Legion of Honor (Fri. ce);
Grand 0fficer, Order ol Leopold with Palm (Relgiuwm}, Peonil

r
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Lateran Medal, Order St. Sylvester; (Papal); Commander’s

Cross with Ster of Polonia Restituta (Poland), iirst Class ,
of most e¢xalted order of White nlbphant fantl Male Medel
{(ctem); Commander Crosc with Ctar, Hoyal Crder cof St. Clav
(Norway}; Alexander Hamilton Medal ﬂsaociation olunnis
Columbla Tollege Memorial assgociaticn; Her, City of Wew York
{Executive Committee, 1931); Phi ¥Yappa Psi; Thi Delta Pri;
Republiean, Cathcelic Clubs: Buffale (Burfalo): University

Metropolitan, Chevy Chese (Washington); River Univeruity, Jedar

_adtresywac 2 Wall "Strdet,

Creck (Nzw vork). Home: 1 Sutton Place, South, New York,
New York; also, Chspel Hill I'arm, Berrwville, \irginid.
Office:s’ 2 Wall Street, New Vork City.

Biucation

Columbia University

116 Street and Broadway
New York, New York

“he following invesfigation was conducted by SA JAMEL O,
DALY,

7y
eI‘QCL clumbia. Law School on ;_C,u..cuucz Shyoa
Jlegrec-on--May 27, -1908, There was ,othin'
SUre, ng&;gdig_iggmﬁppoLptcbﬁ__ucjola§blc roccru.

Cler:, Frole 551on81 LrPoolu, sivised that
c P | whamn o 'l'f’,nr.:

1.
the wppolniee ent
and rececived "n_L
of = derobdtory ne

R o g

LR
at

LMl ce BARTHA SECOR, Clerk, Columbia College,_ advised that
the eppointe® - eNntered sCOLAELIE. udIIbge dn ceptember, 1903, and
reccived _en AR TNegree in June, 1905. The sppointee's residefice

T that time wasd BUfTale, Wew Vork, @nd his cate o birii was

listed as January 1, 1883 at Buf.alo. The“e war nothing of &
derogatory naturc noted in tue appointecTs tihclastic record

and ncne of his former prolessors were av¢e1 blv for dntavie: ,

Asscoiation With Columbios University

Alumnt Federation of Columbia University, Incorporated
Morningside Helghts, New York City

- -
o DORGATIY DOVLE, Clg_fg nivised that thoe Federation

records reflected that the annbinfcp i o resident of h Sutton Placa
. South, and has been a member cf the Tolumbia College Alumni

since 192¢ gnd Columbia Law School Alumnl sincer 1/&8 vlg. Y L
STHEed” hat her reccrds further "eflectud app01ntee‘ buo1n65u

EEEE R

- 2

A S - -\ R - - o o .
T AR S W N e D T T e St e N sy
BT O (i N S *‘""ﬂﬂ“’ ﬂbﬂ“?dxpxkghtﬁw?f‘ﬁﬁf?ﬁwﬂﬁt' i PN TCONE e N

g
H



T ONY 77-16713

Council On The Committee Cf Development
And Research Of Columbla University
Merning-ide Heights, New York City

Mr, SBLCOCRE £, RUGOLES, Assistant Lirsctor, adviced
that the spnolintee 1s prenently the Clicirman ol' the shove-
méntioned council, He stated that theé eprointee hed been a
SPECIEI RAvIssr to ProsidertTnisenhower when<he was-Fresident
'T'Columpie University.. Mr. RUGGL@;Lstated“that the.appointec
had been_appolnted, to, these€ﬁositions by President Sisenhower.
VYT ORUGGLES stated further at’"the "appointee has been very

put wetive 1R Bhe above councll End has ‘been lerzely recponeible I w
' 1T Succgsg"'a;d*cﬂf‘nﬂ{-ﬁwnr cqq.""' Un C‘f'u‘f’pm thaet on oo an o he
vz} hag “worked c¢losély with the appointee in the functioqin; ot

- tiils crganization and has Found that the aprointes Is an

outstendling administrator, posses sing excellont churacter and

reputations WMr. RIGELLS necommended the appolntee most highl:

and stated--thut: ‘he—4sw loyal nmor+caqﬁckthen WO ne wouid
"+ recommend for a position B ¥rgst.”

R Admission To The 'ew York Statc Bar

"y rat Judicial Nepartment, Apnellate Division
New York Stuete Suvreme GCourt
25 Street and Madison svenuse

The following investigation was conducted by SA VAMES F.
- $or cONNELL.

.j HAYH STAMTOW, aseMetant Clerk, advised their records

A ref‘lbctnﬂ thot the 37’\.‘{\0‘}_‘ tee !"':,fl nh‘}‘ Q-‘“rnﬂ‘f'f'c:f? +n 1"3"\9 N ew V(’)T"k
f?“ © State Far through the Tirst Depa rtment. lir., STANTON advised
v/ further taese was no record of any action teken zgainst the

anpointee by that Tepartment.

Loocetation 0f The Bar, Clty of liew York
L2 West Ll vtreet

. Mies GHORGIA MEYIN, Cleek, Treosurer's COffice, ailvised
that the epnolnteec vas ¢ elccted fg tﬁg_@gmb;rsujp in the above
. crgantzetion on Pebruury 2, 19227, T -
o ! ” v PN S [RERE BTN 4 e e
oo Jﬂ%//f ¥r., TERALD M cDCNACH, 0ffise of the Lecretary, aivised

;sthat the qﬁpoin%ce held the fellowing offices in the above
35ﬁov1ation- 1931, to 193L_on the kxecutive Committee; 1921 on
the Yomina oinb Committee, Mr, MacuONAGH &lso advised that the
j/ppointee has been a sustvinwn" member of tne ASuOCl&tiOM since 192

- I - 3 i’;\
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'ﬁr. PETHUEL WeBSTER, President of the Asgoclation of the

Bar, of the CIT§ of New YOPH ARd"H Benlor partner in the riem
of hehster, Sheffield and ChHPQfﬁu 17 Preas Stveest, advised ™!
Lhot hc‘has oW Lne_gzpointeqyulnue‘192?;‘ At Thot tive e woc
1Y~ appointeste perconel assistant in the Apti-Urust Division
of the Dennrtment of Justice, the eppoiacce at thot time beling
an Assistant to the Attorney Genersal, Mr, R0PL3R statcd that
the app01hfﬁe remained in that pod tion until 1929 when Halibllil

a s LT

LLLJJ-HA
Ve tart s PO PO Mmoo L e o s st maAd \é

- A
g‘i }1"/ HOOVER became President and the dyyu.u. Le€ refuriiea o I Yerk
b

.~
(o9

i to fcund  his -law firm, In 1930 Mr., WIBSTER came to New York
and¢ loined the appointee's firm and remained until 1934. Nr.
wi WEBSTER advised thet since 1934 he has seen the eppolntee
intermittently, 7. WBBLTER stated that the app01ntec has a
wenderiul precord as a soldizre, publie official and a lauyur.
Mr. WERSTER recommended the appointes most h"rnlx as te nilc
character, reputation wd loyalty to the United SLuatus covernronb,

He knows nothlng derogatory concerning him and recommended
him "or a poeocltion of 1'1"'1]’:'.1'-

J V A i) - A ol e T
& -+  New York County Lawyers! Assoclation
5 1, Vesey Street

: 21Cw 0O 'PT’:?W‘EEIVL, Memberchiio Seovetar 7, #ivie od Bioal
the eopcictee become a membzr o the fSFULL?.iOh in 197 and i
precently a sustalning -embcr 11n sood chuanding,
Ly R ainlng memoesr it 5S08¢ LN
Committee on Biscipline
1l Vesey Strest

e

‘Mr, :BORG: R. ADAMS, Attorucy for the_ shove committce,
&ﬁvieed that them,poﬂseagadﬂnadmeaopﬁwoﬂyanyaactlcn taken againoh
f'/'y" F the ap: ’uuim,c:,

[ i

‘\

Com vltteo On Orievances OF The Ascoclation
Gf “hn Wep fom The City Cf New Vork
1 Vescy o brect

Ve, TaID T, RLYNCLLE, Asststant—Attoernew o or the zbove
comnittoe, =zdvised they. possessed.no record of any actlion tak.a
against the appointea, '

sk i el

EMELOYMIENT

Donovan, Leisure, Lumbard, Newton and Irvine
2 Wall Street

The rcllowing investlgation was conauctec by SA i}A,O‘:GL‘
TLUZCRITHON K.

- 5~
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"RALSTCN R, IRVINE, Senlor Partnér, advised that he has
been associlated with the appointee since 1926 when both wers i@
the Department of Justice, The ﬂgpointee founded. the fimm,-
which beers his name, 1n epproXimately 1929, when he returned
Frém Washington, e, TRVHE advised thet ho hac becn accociated
both professiorally ™ socially with tho appointee and
recommended him meoct highly as to his chiurscter, reputution,
loyalty to the United States Government and his assoclates,

Mr., IRVINE stated that the appointee 18 one of thgngﬁate§t
living apmericans f{rom.fhe.podnt of.ssmvice.that.he. has.rendgred
te the United States, Mr, IRVING advised that he knows nothing
deforgatory concerning the appointee and recommended him most
hi&hly fuv a posg ition 01 trust,

%

g1 e
el . - . .
pros ‘ The {ollowing partners in the ©irm: whe have been sascociated
4 with the anointee since 1927 and 1929 respectively, both

‘K / profesclionelly ani socielly furnlshed substantlially the seame
= v remarks as Mr., IAVINE and recommended the anrolntee and his
po family moct highly: BRECK P MchAl.LISTED, OTTO C. DLEPING, JK,
.

Renubhlican Ltate Committee

hl _ast 12 Strect

The rollowing investigation was conducted by thie reporting

& egent, _ :
* ) COLONSL WALTER BLIGH, Acting Secretary, advised thaﬂ_&hgxgﬁx

"is nc record maintzained of the appolintee's conrection with the
"} 4 Henublican Party at the above address. fCcolonel BLIGH statea that
= he hes known the-apposintee~professionally osince World wer I,

2 / Colen=1l FPIIGT stated that the appointee hae 8 record of lovalty
- Wi "or the United States which cannot he surpas-ed by any ..ther

d V// individual in this country. He stated that during both Torid

L

- - Wars and in the interim belween them he har handled all types
T of claszsified and confidentlial material. Ho strted thot the

anpeintee is not only a pubtriotic and loyazl American cltiizen
but-he 1s an outstanding attorney as well, Cclonel RLIVGH stated

thot the appointee has both a high civilian end milTtar record,

e knows nothlng derogatory.concerning him and recommends him

most htrhly tor a peosition of trust with the United States Governaunt
69th Regiment Armory

?Gth gnd Lexington Avenue

BIAIO NUCCTO, Clerk, advised the above Armory pusscssed &;}Q,
no record of the appointee's association with the loth Regiment.

n-"
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The following investigation wes conducted by HAWVVOID &,

v T TATT
\J.u Liviil g

1 Sutton Place, SHouth,
New Vork City

R 'Wﬁr. HARRV HOPKINS, Doorman, &dvised that the appointee and |
’ -his wife leased an apartment at the sbove address durin; the .

advised that thev were excellent tenants and recommended them
most highly zs to their character, reputation and lovalty to the

//// summer menths approximately two or three years ago. Mr. HOPKINS

United Ltates Government. He knows nothin deropatory concernin.
them and recommends the apnointec for & pousition of Trust.
HAD?Y 8MITH, Superintendent, advised that the spjpointee -ind
: his wife leased an gpartment during the summer months from 1%46
i . *  to avproximately 1949. He stated that they were excellent
- B tenents who caused no trouble in the apsartment house and he N
— - recommended them most highly as to their character, reputation ’
snd loyalty; to the United States Jovernment, Mo SMVTTH knew

b// nothing derocatory concerning them and stated tae anpointee Is
o man well qu-olified for a position of truct with Ll " did
- States Govoernment.,
i Sutton Place, South . .

New York City

HAREY. RCBPIMS, Rental Agent for the HLNRY FHIFPS nstate,
adviced thet the sopointee and hie wii'e have resided at the
sbove ad-vess since Kay ol 19406, He stated that hic acccciation
T with the family hes bheen of a professionsal nature ane that o

g// this associaticn he woulld recommend ihem most hichly as te their
cheracter, reputation ané¢ loyalty to thoe United states sovernrunt,
He stated thet thre appointee's son resides ab berryville, Vlr“lnll
zt the appointes's country estate,

Mr. .CBBINS advised that he knew nothing derogatory
concerning the svpointec or his family and recommended him
moct highly for a position of trust,

JANM@QND, 230 Park Avenue, who subleased the above-aﬁanmnnt

to the eppointee, both furnlshed substantidlly the same remarks
concerning the appointee and his fanily background as didgyr.
ROBBI%E;

V/// Mr. LuiRY Du 'ORELT ALEXANLUR, a tenant, and Caplain PalL

- 7T -
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ASSOCIATES

T
{LHSIUS D, CLAV, Chafﬁhaﬁ Jf’the-ROnpd, Contirentsl Con
Compeny, 100 Lact L2 Street, advised SA CLORGH o, LUECH HORY
that he had been acqueinted with the appolntec for anproximately
ten to twelve years, He stated thst he led worlicd closely
with the appointee while in Washington during the war and
had riglted with him both in Gr:-r-mnn}r and New York on numerous

aiLal

occesions. He_stated that he had the hiphest regard for the
appointee’s haracten,,xspuxataon,-assoclates and .conslders

him to be an outstanding citizen of the United ULtates, whose
loyelty is beyond guestion, He stated that due to the anpointeetc
many successful assocluations with the United Ltaters Government

he would tichly recommend hlm [or any top Govcrnment porition.

The {'ollowing investigatlion was conducted bty the reporting
esrent.,

. I. W}: LUMBARD, United Stgfes Atgorney ror the iouth-rn
- hir*nﬂpt ol l'gw "qgk, and & law pertner ot the sppointee, aivised
A that he joined the anooiﬁfec s firmm on Nevembher 11, 190-, anc
huas Leen Loih prcfe eionally and cccially relatcd to hI- uinc.o
that tilme, %u . LiEArTE stated that Lthe afﬂointee i the progts
patriot irn Che Unlted Ctotes, and the mcat Jecorsted mnvrlca
* civilien. During his assoclation with the United Ltetes Gevern-
//’ ment, the appointce~has ‘beenentrusted with” responsible end
ﬁbﬁrrﬁCntiQI”bositlons'By every ‘President since WCODRCW WILSON. ’
- ¥r, LUMBARD stated thiat the 'appointee would be the best represen-
tative that the United States could send abroad as he Lxs better
contacts in Jeoreizn countries than any person in the United Ltajes
with the ncecible exceptlion cf the President himself, Iird
LUMPARD stated thiot the apohointee has great qusl ities o imelinat o
: and rescurcefulness, He ctated further thiat the suvvoinitece has
B an enormous amount of energy for & man seventy years old. r.
_LpTann Pecommcndeq the appoin?ee unqualirigdly as to hics e
—zaeracter, veputsilon and loyalty to the United Ltates Covernmind,
e stated that the appointee 1s known to his intimates so
"Wild P1i11" DONOVAM, He stated that his son DAVID resides
. at “thelr ccuntry estate in Virginia and his wife rceides with
thp anpolntee here in New Vork,

- - e
Jhv M TR infidential Assistant to Mr., LUVBARD,
advised that he had been associated with the aprolntes's law
£irm since 19&?. He stal el that he has knowr tue apnointee
¥ - gince that time In a professional relationship. He reconmended
the apvointee vngualiliedly as to his choracter, reputation ond
loys~lty to the tnited Utetea Government., He knows noething
derc;atory cencorning him and recommends him for o positicen or Lrust.
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DRI - C. BCLBRIGHT, Professor of dconomics, Columbie
University, advised that he {irst met the z»npolntee when he
(DONOVAN} was serving es a Counsel to the Committee engaged
in the evision of the Public .ervice Commisslon Laws {cr
lew Vork State, ~ DP, BONBRIGHT stated that his astcociation
with the appeointee has net been a close onP end he last caw
him durins, World war II In .ashington, D, Hr. BONERICHT
stated that the appointee Is an outstanulng lawyer who has a
high public record, He recommended him as tc his character,
abilltv, reputation and loyelty to the United Itates Government,
He knows nothing derogeatory concerning him and recommends him
for a resnonsible poverrment position.

1L CLLLAR LOUL

tuLII.Jpﬁwt’f RILL RONILEY,S en oanmitocl coviolesnlonsns wieny,

has d¥ised fo the following: : : ~

¥Yrom 16L1 to 1945 she had ¢ ~ated as.n bcurier in'a
oviet QgUIonao AIch wast ncerned with The recr

11
3 hivhly-nlaced "fovernment emn]qugﬁ, andi. the obtain1n~vif
0

Tormat 16n “from thém to ghich thyy,had access,  .CUR Ly
;o her foviet superior,, In. 1942 SOLOY wa aivicod the 1 G
\“ Jlﬂ/T owas going to washington, T, u. with Gencrcl Lo

“Lhe TQbiice of 088, " Therdaffer, some = carial wan o ALnuﬁ

——

€Eroarh i which was not_very weludble zndé COLCS grdere-d

BENTLEVubd handle LEE directly. BENTLEY contacted YAZ in

3%%gﬁngznuhanﬂeromhn tonversatiggw_ th nim lewrnel what' »
e of material he co®ld furnish, nd 8130 1earn9d,that LdF

Wime~1f rculiged that the {nférm: f;on Lo wae glving was

destined for Kustian intelligencs. EIE leccr wac, sniftea

te the Japagase Divisionr of OUS, #d %ac ‘urnisghing infowmathkn

about Japanese agents in ¢hina, and m#scellanccus iota, the

sl cxuct nagupe of wiilch BEITLEY cou®d #étirocell, LLL Surnishe
: the inf cringtion .either erally or wriftten. BLFTLEY stalcl that
Lot Lpa through his 1nt1mate acsociation-witi: ,crerzl POMCL LY In
o ¢sS, aed J.b‘p..[l.ltﬁu J{ a pyoposall by ’ucnel";;l BONOVAR to heve sou
: LEVD “epﬂe ntatived e ‘bo the Unitcd ttntus ia excheinge fov
an 0SS mishEbnito Russ%ﬁ ~7His proposal wus looked upow -
- iavonabl the Dresident and Fleet Admirasl Lialdy, Lo had

hecums” 2righ%ened and exc!fed over the prospect of such a mi:rciaen,
hlﬂ'* e J of "this group vi ltlﬂ nim at his horme and |
ncn *s cooperution, -} ' :

rf’/ s
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BENTLEY advised further that LEE, while on duty w th 00
in Waington, acd.furnishing hér confldential date, knew her
L1 TR Cd1munist and later suspected her of being a Scoviet s cut,
,bn &LHU paid her Communlst Partv membership ducsy -

. o= s l

In an int'rview witli t he FFedercl TNurcau of Invesllgition
in 1947, in & hearing belore a New Vork Jo F111@¥unu JUL el
7, and in testimony belore the House ¢ ommittesd *on U*'Americﬁﬁ
Activitfes in 1947, Lisfi_dendied thet _he had ever [urnighed any
confidential data to BENTLEY or any ofﬁer udﬁuﬂﬁorized“individua*_,
oF thet e~ HH&*Bver'angﬁ"Ed in any Communlut Party activities,

A~

LU, o =

o In tectimony b?fqre}Ehe House qunittee or: ‘m-Ame rlcan
Activities on July 21, 19 ;ﬂ BENTLLY 8tefed that Lk, a iogtl

sor to; 3eneral DONOVAN in 085, washor ?Lrat centacyt nothat
sbpcy, ‘anh there wore, however, a.nwmber of Individuale amplc ¢’
_'CUS who.were swplying informetion to ner which she turned "

' “to hcr’Rgghlan,supﬂriéﬁ““ n. adddfion to Lzi, BINTLI also
- ratéd Tas s a courier ror other employees of &he 9;“ who were
T aﬁbarentlv opera ting qdeoaldentlv of . each cther.? One cuch
‘ipdlxldual “was MAURT ?FLPLWIN \ )
Jurin Lthe invc:t?g?tior of the actlixities cﬁ'ﬁﬁ““'“ ” L
Lo by the Rederdd Burcan of Inv-octlgution the Ucllow! R
ncted.
T-1, un inlormant ol unknown reliabllltv, who has accesc .

to informatlon conceming the activities crd incdlividuals connccted
" with the ocpnointes?s law firm, advised in the carly part of 1953
that ne was well acqualnted with I'UNCaAN L ... when Luu wa. epbloyed
with the anvolintee's law Tirm, T-1 statcd that T.EL was ua
¢xtremely nervous end timid individual whc'hg,ﬁelleved locekoed
i the worscnnl courage to have been a Commﬁfi cloor Lo huve engu
. incespionagedctivities,” T-1 stated thak Lo he been ative ~
o de e et o Miscian war {el_rT back:.- he'ﬁdq %o 1onEst el
C b £3f o nc 1ot in the corporate orocoslzation of (his group,
This asslgnment cose atrourt becouse ol the Interest of WILLIAMN
DONOVAYN and others in the law Firr in the esteblichment of Rusiiaon
War Relicf,

. ——

-

L ——

e —— e

fT-1 statcd that he wnd others in the oifice had "tewcad”
LESF Foeauce of hip conncction with tuscion Jur Telief.,  owever,
T-1 stateu thet thsy 4id not attribute his connection wiva thits

“crgonization to any perticuler Interest fn Commuinism or eviet

f Russia. T-1 stated thet he did not rec2ll -4y instance m wiifch
[ he and Lok had ever engaged In the dlscacelonof snelifics during!
! ! his ossoei.tion with him at the Donovan 19 Bim,: T .
oo
- 10 - Iy
I {
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In regard to Russian war Relief the Icllowing Is toc be

noted: :

o

é; The Pourth Report of the Senate ract- inding Cormuittee on

21 Un-american sctivities, California State Iugislature, lists the
Qussian Jar Reliel, Inc., as & Communict front orpaanization

E end states on page 358 as fellows: "while it is undou? hnily

d true that many well-intentioned loyal Americans were tricked

4 into bellcving that the Russian war .lelici was a hona fide
American spency, the hard core of Cormmunist influence and

; direction is evident."

CoonIT

jf' sk iAo, crraratcaused QaeSthig oL Do omude o the

¥ : eredit reco~ds of the Uprcdlt turcou ol sdrestor lew Yerk in

"' regard tc¢ the anpointee and his lamily. Mobhing ol a dercgatoly
A ' nature wes noted,

- CRIMINAL

~ LTt - T T - 4 \
CACAT LT T, MICED caused a search te be made of the
arrest recorcs of the New “ork Police Denevinert In roroool Lo

the eopou’nhee snd nie fanily., 7o recoml w0 Dound,
*'."’—"!
ST - ROC -
-
&
. .
- 11 -
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New Haven 103 Connecticut //f
. ' . June 20, 1953

SAC, NCY YORK
URGENT: ;e
WILLIAN JOoDIi DOLOVAK, SI. KEURTLL SIX RIGHTEEN LAST RIGUPSTING
NH SUREP RE RS eWALTER R. MANCFIZLD, WAS. IK CONKECTICK WITH THE
FOREGOING. NY REQU‘DSTED TO. SUBMIT A SUTPLEMERTARY ADMINISTRATIVE
PAGR ON CGiTIDERTIAL INFORMALT T-TWO KLFIIERED ¥0 Ii :L¥ OHT OF SA
JOI . LD DATED AT NEW EAVLK SIX TVILTY PIFIY THIZE I CADPTIONED
CASE. TLis REFERLNCE TO THYSICAL SURVEILLAKCE 03:"_ c7C
ON JAN. TVLNTY NINE, FORTY SIX 4T SET FORTH IN IL. FLPONT OF SA
Fod. ZAKGIT AUGUST TWENTY-FIVE, TORTY-EIIT, UR FILD ST FIVL
DASIT OIT 1 IVE QUCLT IIFE CUGHT, LRTILSLIL

p1C

CUTT 1Y ITODGULRY DOCUITITATIONL L CLUDIRG WALk G0 Ld i L 0 ICTe
PATING IN THAT SURVEILLANCE.
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As will be set forth below, Hps. WALTIR B. MAKLS 1L1~D.C‘ plrgigidac
Rond,.lorwalk, Cann.., ,lmu_iprm:rly eny loyed by th “viece of
'S—t'rateg_ic uervices ané by the i4w Tirm’ of 1:0*10;.11" ucsuurr_ Iowton,
“Tamoard and Arving.. “Ter RIshans , FALTEN R TA T LD, as_ ul ayriiy
was_an attomex.wmh..;bh.e.samea_.l.éw Ey irm- e
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ADMINISTRATIVE

= Ihe gapfidential Informants utilized in the report of Special Agent!)OHN by

" Jo WARD dated June 20, 1953 at New Haven, Connecticut and entitled "WILLIAM
' JOSEPH DONOVAN, SPECIAL INQUIRY® are as follows:
b4,

T-1 is Confidential Informant“location of original as set forth -
in the report of Specill Rrehl WBANCIS W ZANCLE fugust 25, 19L9 at /-
T-2 is a physical surveillance on January 29, 1949 conducted by SA F. B. O'BRITR
) and SA LAWRENCE W, SPILLANE 4in New ty. tion of original :
' as set forth in surveillance log o%ﬁn the Gregory b";Q_
. Matter, New York file 65-14,603. The rib his =
T source was previously reported in the report entitled* -
ﬁwas., ESPIONAGE - R" dated August 25, 190V a
NCIS W. ZAVNGLE,

Ve Uy oy AR ‘AUII‘V.I.I-’

5
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
" Form No. 1
i THis CASE ORIGINATED AT  BUREAY ‘ FILE NO. PIC
. REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE PERIDU FOR REFORT MADE BY
£ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 6/20/53 | 6116250/ o | Tho 0 oDy L —
‘jﬁ TITLE - CHARACTER OF CASE ' o -
WILLIANM JOSEPH DONOVAN SPECIAL INQUIRY
/

hi.

svNopsisor racTs:  WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN born at Buffalo, New York, 1/1/83.
Adnmitted to practice in U.S. Distriect Court, WDNY, Buffaloy
L/22/13. Served as U.S. Attorney, WDNY, 1922-192li. Record satlsfactory.
- Engaped in general practice of law in Buffalo until 1929. Thereafter, pract
confined to New York City. Maintained residence in Buffalo until 1941 tut wa
2 rarely in city subsequent to 1929, Status in Erie County Bar Association,
; Buffalo, excellent. Former pariner and associate, Federal and state judges
.and acquaintances recommend DONOVAN 's- appointment descrlblng him as hizhly
patriotic citizen and capable lawyer of unimpeachable character, reputation and
associations. Credit rating satisfactory. No record in files of local law
enforcement agencies. Nothing deropatory concerning any member of immediate

family developed.

EEIE T

XA
ice

= RUC =~
T .REFERENCE : Bureau teletype dated 6/15/53,
> New York teletype dated 6/17/53.
ff"ﬁ Alvany teletype dated 6/18/53.
\»} DETAILS: AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK
e The 1952-1953 edition of Who's Who in America reflecis the

following information:

e

WILLI&M JOSEPH DONCVAN was born at Buffalo, New York, on
January 1, 1883, the son of TIMOTHY P. and ANNA (LAMNCN) DONOVAN. On Jalv..lh
191k, he married,RUTH RUMSEY and two children, DAVID RUMSEY and PATRICIA DO“OVAM
(deceased), were born _of the marriage. Mr. DONOVAN enteredAthe practlce of law
at Buffalo In 1907 and was United Statés Attorney for thé Western Districi of
New Ybrk from 1922 to 1924, He is presently a member of the Buffalo Club.

APPROVED ARD Sr'l:cuu. AGENT
FORWARDE IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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BIRTH DATA
/// The records of the U.S. District Court for the Western District
of New York pertaining %o Mr. DONOVAN's admission to_practice reflect his

blrth _at_ Buffale on Jamary 1, 1883wmm - =
ATHISSION TO FEDERAL BAR

The records of the U.S. Disirict Court.for.the MWestern District.
of New York reflect that WILLIAM J J._QQ&QYAN was admitted to pragtice in
this court on April 22, 9137 A

e - X AP e o ey e SAS L TR

STATUS IN LOCAL BAR ASSOCIATION

Mrs, IRENE TATU, Assistant Secretary of Erie County Bar P

Association, advised from records of the Association that WILLIAY J.
DONOVAN Has been contimually a member in good standing since Septeuber of
1909. qugrlevanceghyézguever been filed sgainst Mr. DONOVAN. ’
_ 'ﬂrs. TATU, who has been an attorney in Buffalo since 1915,

" stated that she has known Mr. DONOVAN only by reputaticn as a highly cauable
at%orneykof excellent ¢haracter and associates. He is generally regarded as
an outstanding patriot.

Mr. DONOVAN's former partners, BRADIEY GOODYEAR, GABSCH DEVPT:,
Jr., JULES RANDALL and FRANK G. RAICHLE, were known casually to Mr.. TATU §—
as hiphly regarded lawyers of excellent character and reputation. She has
heard nothing which might reflect unfavorably upon their loyalty to the
United States. M

City Directories disclose that Mr. DONOVAN was a member of the
following legal firms:

1917 to 1919 - O'Brian, Donovan and Goodyear
, 1920 - Donovan and (oodyear
e 192L to 1925 - Donovan, Raichle and Depew
1926 to 1931 - Donovan and Raichle
19337 7 ~ Donovan, .Raichle and Randall
. l93h to 19h0 - Donovan and Raichle

———

-

Nr. FRANV G. RAICHLE, Jr., Genesee building, stated that he —
- made the acquaintance of Mr, DQNOVAN shortly after World War I and that
v several years 1a€3} they formed a partnership whlcq continued until 1941
when Mr. DONOVAN became Director of the Office of Strategic Services.
’ Hawaver, from 1929 until the termlnatlon of the partnership,” Mr, DONOVAN
took prac tieally no part in firm affairs, his only interest being in fees
on penalng matters of minor charadter. -

-2 -

——— . -
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?While associated with Mr. BAICHLE, DONOVAN hecame
United States Attorney for the Western District of New York. “Mr. RAICHIE Nemnt?
vaguely recalls,'honever ‘that prior to the expiration of his term, Mr.

E DONOVAN became Assistant Attorney General of the United States, The last

¥ several years were spent by Mr, DONOVAN in Washington, D.C., and thereafter,
ks he was almost continually a resident of New York City although maintaining
ﬁ . & residence at the home of his mother-in-law in Buffalo at 742 Delavare

. Avenue.

Contimuing, Mr. RAICHIE advised that Mr. DONWOVAN's present
firm, DONOVAN, LEISURE, NEWTON and IRVINE, 2 Wall Street, New York City,
was formed in 1929. The firm has a very 1arge and 1ucrat1ve practice
representing a number of large corporations. Nr. NEVTON was formerly
President of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad while EDWARD LOMEARD, a former
member of this firm, is now United States Attorney for the Southern District
of New York. Previously, Mr. LOYBARD was a justice of the New York State
Supreme Court. Mr. DONOVAN's firm occupies a high status in legal circles
and has an irreproachable reputation.

been in partnership with BRADLEY GOODYEAR and GANSON DEPEW Jr., the latter
of whom has_been deceased since 192) . Wi GOODYEAR, now rptired is a
resident of Cooperstown, New Tork. ~One JJLES RANDATY, was an assoclate of

i the firm for a few years in the 1930's, but died in New York City about

ten years ago while associated with one UNTERMEYER. Another former partner
of Mr. DONOVAN, EMORY TUCKER, during the period of Mr. DONOVA“'S 1nac~ive

E COnnectlon with ‘the flrm, died d_about a year ago.

- { [ Prior to his associatior withWWfr. PAICHLE, Mr. DONOVAN had =
i

e -
All of these former partners were described by Mr. RAICHLIE -
as reputable attorneys and loyal citizens of good character and associates.

2] With regard to Mr, DONOVAN's family, RAICKLE stated that

“ [his parents have been dead since at least the early 1920tg. His fether wec ;| —
a laborer and althoughiMr. HAICHIE does not know for certain, he has heard -

that the family was in the lower income levels.

Further, Mr. FAICHLE advised that Mr. DONOVAN's wife,
RUTH RMSEY DONOVAN, was a member of a wealthy and socially prominent
family. Her brother, DEXTER RUMSEY, is President of e Erie County
8avings Bank, Buffalo. Mrs. DONOVAN is well known to®.r. RAICHLE through  — ,
fré&quent contacts at various times over a period of avpproximately 30 years.
He considers her a loyal citizen of excellent character, reputation and
associates.

According to Hr. RAICHLE, DONOVAN had two_children,
_DAVID RUMSEY DONOVAN, age 35, who is belleved to be the operator of a -

- w
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1arge experimental faruw in Virglnig,and,PATRICIA DOKOVAN who was killed
in an automobile ¢ accldent abOut 11 years ago while attendlng college.

u// Mr. RATGHLE had 1ittile contact with the children tut, to the best of his =

A
0 ,l»y/
{

information and belief, they were of good character and reputation.
There was no indication of disloyalty to the United States on the part of
either.

Mr. DONOVAN's brother, TINMOTHEY, who died about 12 years
ago, was an outstanding Buffalo cltizen, Mr.‘RAICHLE said. _His other
brother, VINGENT, is. &AC—%Hvllc Friest attached to an order who, for many \

yearsJ ~was _assigned_to New York City. An only s;pter of kr. DONCVAN,
LORTTHA,_llved_ipr-several years in Ohlo, but ¥r. FAICHLE vaguely recalls
that she later moved to the far west. MrJFRAMELE has a fzint recollecticn
that LORETTA's first hushand died and that she remarried.
.
Nothing derogatory is known to Mr., IAICHLE concerning the |
loyalty, reputation, character or associates of Mr. DOMNOVAN 's inmediate -—

familye

*Mr. PAICHIE recommends Nr. DONOVAN 's appointment in the most:®
laudatory terms. He said it is difficult tq find words to adequately descrile
the excellent charscter of Mr. DONOVAN, In'Mr. hwiCHLE's ovinion, DCHOVAN
is a man ‘of "1mpeccab1e honesty in his professional and personal relations
His habits are exemplary and he is a2 true patriot in fact as well as by
reputetion. With regard to specific traits of character, Mr. RAICHTE
described DONOVAN as Mindomitable, aggressive and intellipent.® MNr.

DONCVAN's personality is ®charming and magnetic” and he is an exceedirply
capable attorney.”” In the latter regard, Mr. RAICHIE pointed out that while
the United States Attorney for the Western District of New York, Mr. DONOVAN
suCGESGILlly tried a mmber of highly “publicized cases and has been out-
standing in appellate work. Further, Mr. RAICHIE stated that Mr. DONCVAN

is versatile in all phases of legal practice.

- r. CARLOS Q-galDEN Tean emerlbu ,hg undvergity of
Buffalo School of Law who for several years in the €§n!5 s counsu: for
the firm of DONOVAY and RAIGHLE, said that at the time of this association -
r. DONOVAN iﬁ:nt practically all of his time in New York City and as a
consequence, Dr. ALDEN had little contect with him. However, Dr. ALDEN
has known Mr. DONOVAN as an acquaintance over z period of time dating btack
to approximately 1520.

In Dr. ALDEN's opinion, Mr. DONOVAN 1s an outstanding —
Amerlcan of respectable associations, honest, reliable and cavable.
As United States Attorney in Buffalo, Mr. DONOVAN rarely engaged in the

trial of cases presumably because he had no liking for this phase of the law.

-1 -
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However, he was an excellent administrator and Rls devotion to duty was
unquestionable. In connection with the latter, Dr. ALDEN referrcd to the
fact that DONOVAN, while United States Attorney, had sanctioned a raid
upon the Saturn Club of which DONOVAN was then a member. A number of
members were charged with violation of the Federal Prohibition Act and
as a consequence, DCIOVAN lost the friendship of many wealthy and
influential men who were members of the c¢lub. However, Mr. DONOVAN's
action in making no distinction between the varicus clubs, which at that
time were being raided by ihe Alcohol Tax Unit, was generally applauded
by Buffale citizens., In Dr. ALDEN's opinion, notwithstanding eriticism
to the contrary, Mr. DONOVAN was perfectly justified in sponsoring the
rajd.

Speaking of Mr. DONOVAN's former legal associates and
partners, Dr. ALDEN deseribed BRADLEY GOODYFAR and GANSON DEPEW, Jr.
as respectable citizens who were known to him to be attorneys of good,

,charci}er, reputation and associates. Similar comments were made by Dr.
ALDEN Trelative to EMORY TUCKER, now deceased. JULES RANDALL, former agsociate

of DONOVAN and RAICHIE, was khown to Dr. ALDEN only casvally as a loyal
citizen of good reputation. )

ACQUAINTANCES
* . AP .
Mr. JAES W. PEESONS, Official Rueferce in Rankruptey,
Wester:. Distric% of New York, for more than 3C years, stated that hie has

known Mr, DONOVAM through frequent contacts as a lawyer until approximate’ .

20 years ago when DONOVAN became inactive in his Buffalo onractice. Accordimr

to Mr. PERSONS, DONOVAN is a man of "great integrity" whose word is his
bond and who has a high sense of responsibility as evidenced from the fact
that while United States Attorney, he has caused a raid to be made upon
lockers of fellow members of the Saturn Club. As a result, DONOVAY was
bltterly criticized by a number of promlnent c1tlzens and thelr animogity
has continued to the present datee. In ¥r. PRESCNS' opinion, DONCVAI's
character is unimpeachable and his associates of the very bést. At mo
time has there ever been any suspicion that Mr. DONOVAR is not the true
patriot that he is generally reported to be. Further,'ﬂ?. PERSONS stated
that Mr. DONOVAN, while practicing in Buffelo, vas regarded as a very
capable attorney and a very likeable personality. No members of M
DONOVAN's inmediate family are known to Mr. PEESCIS, tut with reuard to
his former partners, BRADLEY GOODYEAR and GAMSON DEPEW, Jr., “Mr. TEUS0NG
8aid that these attorneys were men of high repute,. excellent character
and reputation. Mr. GOODYEQH, a resident of CGprlbuuwu, New YULn, is no®

retired and GANSON DEPEW, Jr, has been dead for many years. The latter t..s

the son of a leading citizen of Buffalo.

Included in his remarks Mr. PEHSONS said that he would be
very happy to recommend Mr. DONOVAN's appointment to any position in the

.
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Federal Government wherein devotion to the welfare of the United States
is of prime importance.
LY
« Honorable CARLTON A. FISHER, Justice of New York suate
Supreme Court Eighth Judicial Division, stated that Mr. DONOVAN prior
to leaving Buffalo was very well known to him through professional contacts.
SE iev3§§‘ asions during DONOVAN's tenure as United States Attorney,

by ge F s WHO Wa then a practiclng aﬁ;ornej, was in frequent contact
= with Mr. UUNOVAﬁ in nne handling of cases involving the New York Central
ga /// “Bailroad. These contacts with Mr. DONOVAN were highly satisfactory and
' “Judge FISHER had observed that Mr. DONOVAN was undoubtedly a very capable
. attorney., At that time, DONOVAN was not considered an outstanding trial
I attorney tut in all other respects, his professional status was excellesnt.
S In Judge FISHER's opinion, Mr. DONOVAN is a "go eetter™, ambitious,

,@%; absolutely trusiworthy and exceptionally personable. There is every reason
> to believe that DONOVAN merited the various honors accorded him by reason
r’_ of his brilliant war record,‘Judge TISHER added.

:é;; Little is known to Judre FISHER about Mr. DONOWAN's wife

Eﬁf* - . other than the fact that her family was socially well established, wealthy
B and very respectable.

Other members of Mr. DCNCOVAN's imediate fagily, excepting
his deceased brother, Dr. TINOTHY DQNOVAN, were unknown to pudge -iSHER.
Concerning Dr. TIMOTHY DONOVAN, Judge FISHER recalled that his brother
was an outstanding surgeon of excellent reputation.

As to Mr. DONOVAN's former partners, Judpe FISHER said
that BRADLEY GOODYEAR and GANSON DEPEW, Jr. were loyal citizens of
excellent families, reputable and considered capable. JULES RANDALL,

a former associate of the firm DONOVAN and RAICHLE, was unknown to cudge
FISHER.

With regard to the Saturn Club inecident, Judee FINER
expressed the opinion that Mr. DONOVAN's raid upon this c¢lub while
United States Attorney was indicative of strong rerard for his ozth.
S There was a violation of the law and DONOVAN was willing to risk the

: possibility that influential members of the Club would resent his action
notwithstanding that they had been warned before hand to discontinue the
practice of having liquor in the Club.

DOMQVAN'S appointment was enthusiastically endorsed by

Judge FISHER.

e
v/// “ Honorable JOHN KNIGHT U.S. District Cours Judge, iewbern
“District of New York, stated that while serving as Republican leader of
the N.Y. State Assgmbly at Albany in the 1%20'g, hc had appointed Mr. .
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DONCVAN counsel to the Commission for the Revision of the New York State
Public Service Comrission. For several months thereafter, Judge K'IGHT
had worked in close collaboration with Mr., DONOGVAN on affairs of ihe
Commission. Judge KWIGHT had occasional contact ™with Mr, DONCVAN while
both were enraped in genéral practice of the law and, in addition,

Judge KNICHT had occasion to discuss several cases with Mr. DONCVAMN while
the latter was United States Attorney.

Judge KNIGHT has a high regard for Mr. DONOVAN as an
attorney and as a man. He described DONOVAN as an outstanding patriot
of high principles, dependable and of excellent associates and reputation.
Reference was made by Judge KNIGHT to the Saturn Club incident and he
expyressed approval of the action taken by Mr. DONOVANM.

Concerning Mr. DONOVAN's former partners, GOODYEAR and
DEPE#, Judg~ KNIGHT stated that these attorneys were known to him in a
casual way as respectable attorneys of good character and reputation.
Nothing which might reflect unfavorably upon their patriotism coulc be
recalled by Judge KNIGHT.

.-
Mr. DONOVAN's immediate family is unknown to Judge “NIGHT.

¥r. DAVID W. R(‘I‘TPQ Cax nnr)'l'lg A -w.vanrsr“l’r-’ who has been a

member of the Buffalo Club for apDrox1nate1y 3C‘¥ears, stated that he

has known DCNOVAN as a fellow member of this club and alse throush gocial
contacts since DONOVAN's youth, However, during the past 20 years,;Mr.

SOVERS has rarely seen Mr. DONOVAN by reason of the fact that the latter

has been a resident of Washington, D.C., and New York City. Mr. SOSWERS -
is also mell acquainted with the family of Mr. DONOVAN's wife and with his
former partner, BRADLEY GOODYEAR. GANSON DEPEW, Jr., now deceased, was

known to Mr. SWERS in only a casual way.

In ¥r. SOWERS!' opinion, Mr. DONOVAN is “ery ambitious™
and a "go getter.® His reputation in Buffalo is excellert and while
practicing here, he was regarded as a leading attorney. LONOVAN's
patriotism was never subject to question and he fraternized with the
best citizens of Buffalo.

Reference was made by Mr. SOMERS to the Saturn Club incicent
3s an indication of DONOVAN's respectability. His action in this case
was very unpopular with a large segment of important people in Buffalo
beacause of their belief that Mr. DONOVAN had betraved their friendship.

The belief was expressed by kr. SC/ERS that Mr. DONOVAN

» is well gqualified for any position involving complete loyalty to the

United States, character and ability.
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Concerning DONOVAN?!s former partnérs, GOODYEAR and DEPEW,
wgir. SOVERS stated that these men were unguestionably loyal citizens of
excellent character, reputation and associates. Similar comments were
made by Nr. SOWERS with regard to DONOVAN's wife who has been known to
Mr. SOWERS sihcé She was a young girl. According to Mr. SJWERS, Mrs.
DONOVAN s family vas very wealthy and leaders in Buffalo society. ¥o
other memters of Mr, DONOVAN'!'s immediate family are known to MNr. SOVERS,

NEIGHBORHOOD

City Directories list Mr. DONOVAN as a resident of the
following addresses:

1917 to 1919 - 826 West Delavan Avenue
109 44 1A% — RN Trood Taserr - Of st
Ayed VO LYyZ0 = OV weEST JEIT)y ovl'een

t

1627 to 1528
and 1939

1929 to 1938
and 1940 - 742 Delzware Avenue

New York City

Mr. DONOVAN has not been listed in City Directories since
1940,

It is noted that his former residence at 742 Delavere
Avenve is now cccupied by the University Post, Veteranc of Foreipn Vars
and that all former residences in the immediate viecinity have been
occupied for the past several years by business establishments.

- Attention is called to the statement of Mr. DONOVAN's forer
partner, FRAMK G. RAICHLE, Jr. that Mr. DOUOVAN was rarely in Bvifalo
during the vears 1929 to 19h0 and that ke has not maintained a residence
ir this city since the latter wyear.

CREDIT AN CRIIIVAL

The following investigation was condvcted by SE
TERHICE . VELDEY:

The records of the Buffalo Retail Merchants Credit
Association reflect that Mr. DONOVAN has alvays mairtaired a satisfactory
credit rating and, further, that on September &, 1941, following his
approintment as United States Coordinator of Informntlon, he withdrew
from his partnership with FBRANK G. RAICHLE, Jr.

According to the above records, the credit ratingsdf
Mr. DONQUAN's wife and son were also satisfactory.
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There is no reference to Mr. DONOVAN or any member of his
immediate family in the records of the Buffalo Folice Depuartment or
Erie County Sheriff's Office. ’
it
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ATMINISTRATIVE PAGE {Continued)

B

With reference to the lead set out in rcferenced Albany
teletype dated June 18, 1953, to interview Mr. WTLLIAM J. HICKEY, rotires
Justice of the New York State Supreme Courti, who waz referred to in reports
of the New York State Committee for the Revision of the Public Service
Commission as an associate of WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, it is stated that
the various perscns whose interviews are related in the details of this
report, have advised that to their personal knowledre, Mr. DONOVAY was rot
€losely associzted with Mr. BICKEY. They explained that BICKEY prior to
becoming a Supreme Court Judge was a member of the New York State Assembly
and thereafter, Erie Courty Chairman of the Republican Farty, and that
DONOVAN's relations with EICKEY were casual and political only in character.

, By reascn of this information, no effort was macde to interview ¥r. HICKZY
in accordance with the aforesaid lead.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT RUREAU
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE
z RICHMOND 6/23/53 6/16, 22/53 | WILLIAM H. PRYOR = MEW
L Tme CHARACTER OF CASE
’ WILLIAM JOSEPH DOROVAN SPECIAL INGQUIRY

SYNOPSISOF FacTs: Neighbore at Berryville, va. report that Gen. DONOVAN has
owned Chapel Hill Farm for about 15 years but has never lived
there, although his wife and son and daughter-in-law reside
on farm. Their reputation, character and loyalty unquestioned
No credit bur jlle. No criminal record on Gen. DONOV

o1&

.

AN

b
- RUC -
£
el 1 _REFERENCE: New York City teletype to Richmond dated 6/17/53.
e DETAILS: AT BERRYVILLE, CLARKE COUNTY, VA.
NEIGHBORHOOD ;

_ Mr. T. M. HOOKER, Mr. ©YRUS PINE and®ir. GARIAND M. CALIER,
all residing near Berryville end businesbmen in the cummunity, informed
that Gen. WILLIAM DONOVAN has owned Chapel Hill Farm for about 15 years .
but has never personally lived there to their knowledge, although he
visits his wife, son DAVID, and his daughter-in-law, MARY GRANDIN DONCVAN,
who do live on the farm, occaslonally on weekends. They reported that the
reputation, character and loyaliy of Mrs. DONOVAN and Mr. and Mrs. DAVID
DONUVAK are above question dso far as they know. They also disclosed that
DAVID {8 the owner and operator of the Battletown Transfer (Company of
“BerryviIlé and st the same time Operates his father's farm known as Chapel

Hiil. e
CREDIT
Ther is no credit bureau in Clarke Counly, Va. N
4 “;‘D":_gffl’n";‘nl’ p——s"“";‘“gfgﬂ ' DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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{é\- Bureau
1 - Richmond (62-993)

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

ey

:t G --._-._f‘\‘:..._-,_# - ..p-n.tn '\J sy _“. ,& , ) _‘_‘ rime
- -,,,. LA .t':"'«.!-'cf":-_;ﬁ xf?*""”-?w‘*"‘ *“‘ﬂ"‘" Q‘ur" .‘-»'*4“' *"«-’" SRR iy PR

e
© g
5 =

VERWMENT PRINTING OFFLCE  10—B02NG-F

-



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No, 1
THIs case orIGINATED AT FUREAU

REPGRT MADE AT oaewnen | penion ron wincH Aok | REoRT MADE BY .
BOSTCN 6/23/53 | 6/23/53 DENNIS M. CONDON .

v e : [ —————— T

/ WILLIAM JOSEPH DONGVAN SPECTAL IWGUIRY

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: : !

_ Ae¥Mre SAMUEL E. MILLER, 25 Dyer Avenue, Melrose, Massachusetts, advises
!';'f / ‘'he is not well enough acquainted with WILIIAM JOSEFPH DONOVAN to
/ comment upon fitness fer responsible goverrment position.

RIC
REFERENCE
) ¥Washington Field teletype to Boston dated June 22, 1953.

DTATLS : J

| FCQUATNTANC %32
L » - ) E
SAMIEL, E. MIRLER, 25 Dyer Avenue, Melruse, Hassaciusetts, former !

etant Coenaral Mornacer Preton & Mzaine Railwnad advised thot
&d Lkl W AWl i s d Chgd ijdst&\-‘ , A Wl VWAL R a iR AAYs l"“-b-l-‘vuu’ ThLA W L WA

he mét WILLIA% JOSEFH DONOVAN on two occasions while conducting

. arbitraticn hearings, but does not feel qualified to comment
on his fitness for a position of responsibiliity with the U. S,
cevernment. He added that DONCVAN impressed him as a person of
good character and he personally liked him,

. RUGC

FORWARDED: N CuAnal

_______ - | 722+58246 - 2.2}

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

TAFPROVID ARL / SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

{2=Bureau ;\MS ") i ' K}' 1
1-Bosten (62-3269) \ !
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PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED QUTSIDE OF
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Form No. 1
THIs cASE ORIGINATED AT BURIGAT
REPORT MADE AT I DA‘I’EWHEN ‘ PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
INDIANAFCLIS 6/23/>3j 6/1%/53 TARCIL SL DERGT Y (r) Law
TITLE T '_CFHARACI‘ER OF CASE
WILIIAN JCUAFH DCVOVAH SrELOIAL T IRY
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Records Notre Dame Univercity, South Iend,
Indiana, Indlcate WILLIA!l JOSEFH DCNOVAN
] never attended the Univerﬂlby PCNCVAY, at
3K>' the 85th Annual Comucncement 6/2/2n at Totrn
‘ wwme, recelved tne honorary derree of Doctoer
of Laws. Recorcs, rreifect cf Llscl~ling,
"otre lame and creditv ana criminal, Souil
P“end, Indlana, nerative.
RUC
REFERZICE: Bureau teletype dated June 15, 1953.
TTATT G “t 3outh Bend, Indiana

Tro. DTARCH FALKOVIG, Reconitlioninl, seadoiic

Atfalrs Cffice, MNotre Dagic University, advised

after searching their active and inactive
records, bulletins, and micro-film, that they had no record
_of WILT.TAM JQSEﬁH_DO ICVLE attending the University. The
Univer2?ity Mulletins did reflect, however, that WILLIAI JOSIE
BONQﬁﬁfiﬁi_Ehﬁ_ﬁStn.Annual Commencement on June 2, 1529 at

Notre Dame Univers1ty did receive the honorary derree of Tioctor
of Laws, The ri +'u+"§ onv rnnﬂ’ H‘n"'“'f‘o"!'!nwra- ;

FREY A U W oa e A WSV IO e

s % e TS VRIS G SN et MR R et 2 % R ey - o————— v mr -

A lnuvor and soldier, who has served his country well in high
civil Mof1E1AT ane with rare international distinct .the

i ) io n
/ -QEiL Tlar as leader of the famous 6%th Reriment - Golonel WILT.IAI
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77-2589

h‘rs. PATFCVIC advised there would bz no zdditional available

inforrmation concerning JILLIAL: J. DCICVALL.

HLSS DC“T ICHIACAI TS SSA, Secretarv, Prefect of Discipline's
¢ffice, Totre Latic University, auvlsed they had no record on
WILT- 34N JOLLPH DCLGVAN.

JAMT'S ARMSTRONG, Secretary, Alumni Assoclation, Notre Dare
University, alvised there woula be no adaitional availabile
information concerning WILLIAM JCOSUITH DONCVAN at Notre Lame,
He added that Reverend CiliRL.S OT'EQNINLI, was the nmresident
of Voire Dame during this weriod and is now deceased. Te
could recall no one at the Universify that coulc furnish any
nrertinent inforriation concerning DONCVAT,

CRvDIT AND CRIYIFﬂh

1)ng: BIANCIE 1ONIILE, Clerlk, Credit Burcau of So;th chd

510 Lotional Taniz Buildinp, advised ther had no 1nfor“4t¢on
on 5hic name of UILIIALL JOIETH DCICVAT..

.. e mee e iy - “ .- . s
f're, 0o Onel., Cleriz, I COrGT aChriOn., [ STt T o ltice
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WA /A FROM BA §-24-53 6~05 PM

DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT
(

} WYLLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL TODAY. REPORT OF SA-THOMAS L, ! ’
y aMB, JR,, IN CAPTIONED MATTER, SURMITTFD JUNE TWENTYTWO LAST.
o
. ALDEN L{
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pd
gg WASAINGTON FROM NEW YORK 17 24 10-22P
" IRECTOR vessU R G E N Tases |
{ |
_%’ WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, AKA, SI. ATTENTION == TNVESTIGATIVF DIVISION,
5; SI SECTION., RE WFO TEL TO NY JUNE TWENTY TWO, FIFTY THREE., LETIERS
=

BFING FURNISHED BUREAU CONTAINING INFO CONCERNING APPOINTEY. DUE TO

R

NATURE OF MAT®RIAL NOT BEING INCLUDED IN DETAILS OF REPORT, WILLIAM

D. MITCHELL ADVISED APPOINTEE HAS DETESTED_HIM SINCE HLRBERT HOOVER

e i

s \ﬁrfi "

" - APPOINTED MITCHELL AG IN NINETEEN TWENTY EIGHT, ADDOINTEP RELIbUFD

- ——

THAT HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN ﬂf BUT MITCHELL QUOTE UNDERCUT UWNUOTL

e e T

-

e e ———— o ——— e —————— = e

HlM TO GET JO3, MITCHELL QTATLQ THIS WAS UNTRUE AL HE DID NOT PrrIRE

e =

FCEITION, HOWEVER, MITCHELL CONSIDERS APPOINTEE VERY CAPARBLE AL

BRILLIANT AND KNOWS OF NO REASON WHY HE SHOULD NOT HAVE

-
l‘lr}

—

GOVERNMENT POSITION, WHICH HE BELIEVES TO BE AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND.

STATES, HOWEVER, THAT FRANK G. REICHLE, NOW A PRACTICING ATTORNFY IN
%i , BUFFALO AND APPOINTEE-S FIRST LAW PARTNER, WAS INDICTED--BY FiJ

= IN WASHINGTON LUKING LATE NINETEEN TWENTIES AS A RESULT OF A WORTHLESS
. BOND DEAL. APPOINTEE ASKED MITCHELL TO INTERVERE &ND HAVF INDICTMENT

.QUASHED, MITCHELL WROTE A LETIFR TO FGJ POINTING OUT SPOTLESE

CHARALTER AND REPUTATION OF REICHLE., AS A PL&ULT NO COURT ACTION

END'PAGE ONE RECORDFD-02 .'5?70F
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PAGE TWO

TAKEN AGAINST REICHLE, A HOWEVER, IN NINETEEN THIRTY ONE OR THIRTY Two,
RIECHLE RE-BWDICTED AND ONCE AGAIN THE APPOINTEE ASKED
MITCHELL TO INTERVENE, DONOVAN AT THIS TIME WAS CAMPAIGNING FOR

GOVERNOR OF NY, MITCHELL REFUSED, TELLING APPOINTEE TO LET COURT ACTION

"TAKE ITS COURSE. REICHLE TRIED AND ACQUITTED, MITCHELL STATES CRIMINAL

Tt LIAIIL ™ LrAry CrNADTC ™ T ATIV
LLuUnRDD K LF ART

baay

[ f\|lhT

~ i T AITT e
LUUR 1m

AT T AR o
AL L LU NEUE S

el
o«
[Val

FOR REVIEW, JUDGE LAWRENCE, U.S, CUSTOMS COURT, NYC, RECOMMENDS

APPOINTEE HIGHLY AS MAN OF HIGH CHARACTER, REPUTATION AND LOYALTY.

His ASSOCIATION, HOWEVER, WAS NOT A CLOSE ONE, ATTEMPTING TO INTER=-

VIEW FORMER PRESIDENT HERBERT HOOVER THIS DATE. REPORT WILL FOLLOW,
BOARDMAN

HCLD
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Transmit the following Telet¥pe message 1o: BUREAU : i
/ / FBI BUFFALO 6-24-53 5-10 PM ST
E v |
¥ D OR j :
T ) ! i
R { . ;
% WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. BUDED JUNE TWENTYTWO LAST. RE BU RADIO?'RA‘=¢__ )
¥
- THIS DATE., REPRRT SA LEO J. KENNEDY SUBMITTED JWE TWENTY LAST. e
#oi
o3 BOSWELL
2 END
RTC :MKC
62-1041
—— AIR MATL
REPIENTN.G) 77“'5?70' -'Q.b
/ -
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 15 24 10-19

g ﬂq\ ‘t%&

IRECTOR ...IU R G E N T..D.

WILLTAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, AKA, SI, ATTENTION —- INVESTIGATIVE DIVI:ION,

ST SECTION. REURTEL JUNE TWENTY THPFE, FIFTY THREE, REFOR[ OF

.SA THOMAS Ja LARDNEK SUBMITTED JUNE NINETREN LAST, CASkE REOPENED
AS RESULT OF JUNE TWENTY TWO WF(Q TEL. TELETYPE SUMMARY RBEING

SUAMITTED REFFRELCE THIS TEL. REPORT WILL FOLLOW, i

%':M 27 OARDMAN _;
. arconpen-gz - /T8 /ob" a. ] .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION va

Form No, 1
THis case oricinaTED aT BUREAU

TR U

REPORT MADE AT mLs;ggm PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORY MADE BY VAR
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS |6/24/53 | 6/23/53 JESSE W. SYME 1
1] v CHARACTER OF CASE
25 / WILLTIAM JOSEPH DONGCVAN SPECIAL INQUIRY

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

0. HUGH BRAESE comments favorably concerning DONOVAN and
recommends him as of good character and loyal to the United

oo Ao
gl
TETTRW FR

States.

- - RUC =~

N REFERENCE: Washington Field Teletype dated June 22,
e 1953. '
% | DETAILS: ACQUAINTANGE §
- . )
“ MR. O. HUGH BRALSE, Prasident, American Train Dispatchers ‘
L Assoc1atlon 107 uast Huron Avenue Chicago, Illineis,

dU.V.th:u LHdb in J.‘j)) he served fOI“ three months on a

National Mediation Board with DONOVAN. During this tim=

he sat daily at hearings with DONOVAN, but had no contact

—- with him outside of working hours. MR. BRAESE stated

Nk that DONOVAN impressed him as a man of excellent
character, fair minded, honest and an extremely loval

- and patriotic American citizen. MR. BRAESE recommended
DONOVAN for employment in a position of trust.

——wem W ¥

3
e - RUC -

"
A wABOED, BrECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACEY
7 ___FORWARDED: 1N CHARGE —
L Ly Iy >TYA?) IR
T ' R L S )
u_’__?;f__’.u_,_é “-. - N
%‘/ COPIES CF THIS REPORT
’!8“ \ ‘

. N a—— .
e (% - Bureau (AM) T JUN 25 1953 s )

B . 25 i

1 - thcan‘ (’Z?}_ 2Q)
2} i ‘ __‘_ ’_,l) @";9

-‘_, Ly - !
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PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AKD IT8 courEn\rs ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE Bl AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED CUJSIDE OF
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LIRTEL
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= '] uas 14 FROM NEW YORK 25 11-02 PM
1: DIRECTOR URGENT s

/
WILLIAM JOSEFH DONOVAN, AKA, ST, ATTN- INVESTIGATIVE LIVISION, €I

SECTION, HERBERT HOOVER RECOMMENDS MOST HIGHLY, XNOWS NONE OF

A CIPCUMSTANCEY CONCEPNING INDICTMENTS RETURNLED AGAINST RWICHLE OR

AFPOIRTEF-S INTFRVENTION IN ATFAIR. REPORT BEING EXPEDITel,
S BOAREMAN
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FEDERAL BUREAU O INVESTIGATION

¥orm No. 1 BUREAU
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE .
ST. LOUIS 6-25-53 6-22-53 JAMES E. REILLY deb
TITLE —;:.;Ra\CTI:R OF CASE
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN SPECIAL INQUIRY

T AFPROVED AND ) BPECIAL AGENT

FORWARDED: 4{{] LI __7/,._....._.‘_".9:'1!‘.‘9‘ .
s

Lo T ;7%5?70&*3&1

26 1 99180 —

Records FRC, GSA, SIMO indicate WILLIAM J. DONOVAN emploxved
by Dept. of Justice, Office of the Atty. Gen., from 8-14-24
to 3-2-29 as Asst. Atty. Gen. and Asst. to the Atty. Gen,

- Terminated by reason of his resignation. No record located
- of employment with Office of Coordinator of Information.
Born - none indicated.
-~ RUC -
REFERENCE: WFO teletype dated 6-~15-53
DETAILS: AT ST. IOUIS, MISSOURI:

A review of the personnel records, Federal Records Center, General Services
Administration, for WILLIAM J. DONOVAN indicates tht he was_anploVed on

[P |

Auﬁ'ust m 19.&4 with the uepart.mem. of ;J‘I.l.st;].l:e_,k UlllCSﬂ__DI. the nuuorucy Gensral
as an Assistant‘Attorney“General.at WAShingtoq, D.C. This employment was ter-
nated on March 23, 1925 as an Assistant Attorney General by reason of appoint
ment as Assistant to the Attorney General. He was employed as Assistant to the
“Attorney General March 23,71925 at Washingion, D. C. This enployment was ter-
minEted March 2, 1929 as Asslstant to_ the_ Attorney General by reason of his

reéignation. - T

(No record of civilian employment for WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN with the Office
of Coordinator of Information couldbe located),

The date and place of birth were shown as - no date or place Indicated.

-~ RUC -
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O]ﬁce Meﬂf izmz e UNITED GOVERNMENT

e J ! Tale
/ ' R 1adl
TO : LI I I LR IO Y S .’ﬂ,.:_f’, R DATE: June 20, 1053 kel
' / - Helmang
. Clesy,
Glavin.

1| e
- 7i Harta .
FROM ? V. I Keay/ ///H/' ' . .F:mf?rf

Gearty . -—.
Mohr .
‘ rrow

- SUBJECT : WILLTAM JOSEPH DONOVAN

% SPECITAL INQUIRY '/J g ;,

’-‘{;‘ - iy "A}.n Gamoy

RO ‘;: -,'5:,‘.‘0&;(?(- ~:___F.
Reference is made to Washington iield Office teletype dated

: June 25, 1953, wherein it was suggested that Allen Dulles o/ the CIA

i be intcruiewed concerrning the captioned individual. This interview

- was conducted by Licison Agent Papich on June 26, 1955,

_ Dulies cuvised thot he was not in possession 0 any
derogatory informition concerning the morals and character o)
Donovan. He stated thai he was closely associatea with Doncvan
during +orld ¥ir II and he found him to be a very ajgressiuve,
tndustrious, and capahble individual. Dulles admiiited that [jrom time
to time he has had differences of opinion with Donovan but us far
as he was concerned, these differences certainly would not have any

-

g;ﬁ - bearing in connection with any position the Hovernment might hove in
: "mind for him. He emphasized that Donovan was intens-ly patriotic
b nnd there was nc deoubt in his mind concerning Donovin'’s ubsclufe

lopalty to the . 5. Government,

Dulles staied thet it was 72is understandia; that conovan
was heing considered for the position of U, S. Armhass~ior Lo Thailand.
3} Dulles personclly ferls thnt Donovan has the necessury hachorounc,

tntelligence, and ahility to handle the job in a very capobie manner.

. With regard to individuals who havc known Dounovan ocver
the years, Dulles sugzested the following persons, puinting out th:it
he was suugesting these names because he jfelt they would ive very

AamAaATR I TlAarn Aty n

Al vTerting AmranuRtS .
ULJJC(, [N T W LU e D LUTIs L 74 blld HUTF O UL a

Charles Steele Cheston
Residence: Lothiam Farm, Zhitemorsh, Fernnsylvania
Rusiness Address: National Aank Fuileing, Philzdclrhia, Pr.

2ohert Jrokson
Suprcme Court Justice, Yashinjton, L. €.

Gereral Jolha MeGruder, retired
- Residences Thomis Jefferson Strosit (uumoer unknoon)
washington, D. C.

ACTTON 2 The above infornation 1o beiny referred 1o the chfLaL
InQULru Section of the Investigative Division.
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FROM ALBANY 6-26-53 NR 251600 12:59 PM . Nl

Mr, Belmont
. Clegg e——
. Glavia

IRECTOR DEFERRED :EE$
) iE

WILL 1AM JOSEPH DONOVAN, S!. RE BUREAU RADIOGRAM JUND 23 Wmewwd —

LAST. REPORT SUBMITTED JUNE 19 LAST BY SA JAMES P. R —
HENDRICK. ' R
RECORNF. g0 7,?8@‘1 g g

RECEIVED: 6-26-53 111 P (
AT Y oaean, N/
Gy JUL 24 s Jj
If the int.elligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated

outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be sultably paraphrased in
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.
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’ rEp c. |6/26/53 | 6/16-25/53 | WILLIAM E. FENIMOKE ' - cas/afd

CHARACTER OF CASE

" . . ‘ .
T WIILTAY JOSEFH DUNOVAN SPE2IAL INQUIRY

AL

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: £

DONJVAN anpointed United States Attorney, Western District of New York,

on 2/7/22. Aopointed Assistantjto the Attorney General, Washington,
D.C. on B/14/2L. Charged with €nforcement of Antitrust Laws, Held in .
high esteer by former atssociates:-who comvent regarding his exceptional
administrative abiiity, well directed energies and sound judgmant.
Rleportedly participated in conferences concerning customs regulations
betwsen Canada and the United States in 1923. 5

Com- issioncr and Chairman, Rio Grande River Compact Commission, 1528~

1929; also as United States Reoresantative and Chairman, Colorado River

Commission, 1929-30. Was "neutral” member of Arbitration Board which

Boston 4 Maine Ralroad in 19385, Served as observer for Secretary of

Navy ¥MOY in 1€L0-LY. vas “Courdinator uf Informstion" and Director,

0585, during 1%0)-2248.  “ilitary tdistory and pacsport data set forth.

Held 3x rank of Mijor Gensral. Awarded uonbressi:nal Hadal of Honor

and others. HRC credit or arrest record. Wo record &t Investizations
Mo unfavorable information in security files of the

Division, MEC.
Central Inte‘ligcnce Agency. No sdditional pertinent information at
Security Division, Department of State. ==~~~ - .

Bureau teletypes datea June 15, and June 23, 1953-':‘f'
New York teletype dated Junc 17, 1953 e
St. louis t,eletyne dated June 19, and June 22, 1953. :

REFERZNCE:

Served as United States - -

s

medisted dispute between imerican Train Dispatchers Association and .

4
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

united States Attorney, Vestern District of New York

il e X

// The Thirtieth Edition of the "Register of the
/ Department of Justice and the Courts of the United 3tates®,

an official publication compiled under the direction of
the Attorney General and released April 25, 192k, reflects
WILLTAM_J. DONOVAN was appointed United States Attorney,
Westernlestrlct .of New York, Buffalo, on February 7, 1922.

T

.ﬁ-i,- TR .
,fﬁa;iﬁﬁ §I§I

Assirtant Lo the Attorney Ceneral, Washington, D. C.

The Thirty-first edition of the above publicatioa,
released September 1 1926 refloects WILLTAN J. DONOVAN

Mo VRS Sy Yy et b
was appointed Assistant to the Attorney General, Washington,
. D. C., on August 1k, 192L. The Senate confirmsd the
— / appointment on March 18, 1925. WILLIAM J. DONOVAN was
/ charged with the enforcement of the Anti-Trust laws. The
Thirty-fourth edition of the "Register® (1%927) lists JCHN
LORD O'ELIAN as the Assistant to the Atlorney General
charged with the enforcement of Anti-Trust laws. His

appointment was confirmed on June 3, 1929.

‘_:,‘.35‘; ;
1

i

- WILLIAM D, MITCHELL, whose current address 1s
20 Exchange Flace, New York City, and CHARLES D. LAWHENCE
now Judge of the United States Customs Court, New York
City, served as Solicitor General and Assistant Attorney

General respectively during this period.

Aerlevs s 4 e SAvs Ll Milase =l Wil

B Miss ANNA C. DENNEAN, Department of Justice, was

T unable to locate any personnel files reflacting the above
o and was of the opinion same would have been forwarded to
gl - is -3 @y : ~ s ~a - .

e the Federal Hecords Center, St. Louils.

. . Judge ALEXANDER HOLTZOFF, United States District
»//’ Court, District of Columbia, informed SA JAMES D, HUPPSRT
that he served in the Department of Justice batween 192L

P RN .
riw ,\u-\.f'*? 'y‘:, V‘éﬂ‘"‘"ﬁ o ’bﬁ""*‘ﬁ-f‘] }P M"’“‘r:::
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and 1915, Judge HOLTZOFF recalled he was a Special Assistant
to the Attorney General in 192} when Attorney General HARLAN
F. STOHME brought DONOVAN into the Department. DONOVAN had
been a student under STONE at Columbia University. DONOVAN
was made Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Anti~
Trust Division not too long after coming to the Department.

In commenting that DONOVAN was and still is a very
dymamic person possessed of ‘an abundance of well~controlled
a fine mind and is known a5 a very capaﬁiehbrganizer. “Judpe
HOLTZOFF related he has followed DONOVAN'S career and is of
the opinion that DONOVAN is a very outstanding American
citizen., There is not the sliphtest doubt as to DONGOVANIS
loyaliy or patriotism. Judge HOLTZOFF summed up his comments
by stating he would highly recommend DONOVAN for any position
for which the United States Goverrment mlgnL consider him.

R T w -

2
g
S

AAmnarain . LR L TL o

e Mr. UGO CARUSI, Representative of the United

— - Nations High Comnissioner for Refugees in the Umited States,
maintains his offices at No. 1025 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite
802. CARUSI advised SA JAMES D. HUPPZRT he was with the
Justice Department between 1925 and 19L5. Ile recalled
DONOVAN was with the Department between 192L and 1529,

V// Orginially he was assigned to the Criminal Division but
later was appeointed Assistant Attorney General to head the
Anti-Trust Division., This was under Attorney General

- SARGENT. CARUSI, at this time, was Attorney General

SARGENT'S personal secretary, and, for this reason, he
states he was in a good position to observe what type of
person DONOVAN was.

CARISI states DOMOVAN impressed everyone in those
days as beinp a "live wire", He was unusually energstic
, and showed remarkably good judgment in administering the
# affairs of his Division. He was never, to MR. CARUST'S
¢ knowledge, swayed by the elements of personal friendships
and would, in fact, "bend over backwards" to place per-
. formance of duty be*ore any other consideraticn. He
gained the reputation of being an extremely capable

"ul'-
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individual and was greatly admired by all those who knew him.
Based upon his contact and knowledge of DCNOVAN, Mr. CARUSI
stated he recommended him wholeheartedly as a 100% American
a1d completely suited for any position of trus!t in which the
goverment might deslre to usse him.

Mr. CARUSI recalled that in 1929 President HERB'RT

HOOVER knew DONOVAN well and held him in hiph estesm. Mr.
CARUSI believes President HOOVER strongly considered appoint-
ing DOWOVAN as Atiorney General in 1929.

Attorney RUSSELL HARDY, 1820 Jefferson Place, N.W.,
advised SA JAMES D, HUP?ERT he was in the anti-~Trust Division
of the Department of Justice between 191l and 1938. He re-
called DONOVAN was first assigned to the Criminal Division
when coming into the Department of Justice at Washington, D.C.
in 192k, but later became Assistant Attorney Ceneral in charge
of the Anti~Trust Division. HARDY noted he was DONOVAN'S

immediate assistant during the last three vears of DONQVAN'S

whe MILL S AL, €4 W ot bt e b VAR LW At D s AR AF Y
e g

stay in the Anti-Trust Division. He has had only slight
business contact with DONOVAN since DONOVAN left the De~
partment.

Mr. HARDY advised he has the highesi possible
opinion of DOMOVAN., Describing him as a man of extiraordinary
ability, HARDY emphasizes that DONOVAN was lnhe best adminis-
trator in the Anti~Trust Division during the time HARDY was
employed there. DONOVAN'S executive ability was almost be-~
yond compare and his other qualifications were on a very high
level. HARDY said that DONOVAN was totally devoid of
ftbureaucratic jealousy" and never stood in the way of those
employed under him. Neither did he try to gain credit which
belonged to others. He thus developed strong loyalties and
personal affection for himself among those in his Division,
all of which was completely deserved.

MR, HARDY was positive there is no one more loyal
to this country than DONOVAN and he sald DONOVAN wiil dis-
tinguish himself in any position to which he might be appointed.

Attorney NORMAN J., MORRISSON, 1632 K Street, N.¥.,
advised SA JAMIS D. HUPPERT he was in the Depariment of Justice,

-l -
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Tax Prohibition Division, between 1926 and 193L. He statad
he was acquainted with DONOVAN while DONOVAN was head of the
Anti-Trust Division but has had nc intimate professional
contact with him. MORRISSON recalled DONOVAN had been Und ted
States Attorney in Buffalc, New York, before joining the
Department in Washington, D. C. and was cne of the best in
the country. MORRISSON stated he has never heard anything
unfavorable with regard to DONOVAN'S govermment service and
his reputation was. of the highest caliber. MORRISSON stated
that from his knowledge of DONOVAN'S subsequent activity,
after leaving the Department, he feels DONOVAN is a very good
dmerican and is well qualified to fill a position of trust
with the federal government.

;ﬁrgaﬁ&h._‘fjﬁﬁﬁﬁ

-

Urdted States Delegation to Customs Regulations Conference
Between United Stales and Canada, 1%23.

The 1952-53 edition_of "#heo!s Who' indicates DONOVAN
- J/// was a member of the Unxted States. Delegatlon to the Customs™
Regulations Confnrenqg Between, United States and Canada in
- 7. 1923,

p ¢
'

J/ . AUDREY SDMUNDS, Personnel Office, Bureaa of Customs,
was unable to locate any specific official record of these
conferances. She noted there is no index Lo their files for
the 1902-38 period.and any information concerning the con-
ferences would be filed in the general activity files. Miss
#DMUNDS made appropriate inquiry among others in the Bureau
without locating anyone who recalled the conferances.

JOSEPH O'DONNELL, a File Searcher in the Bureau of
Customs, Section of National Archives, was alsc unable to
locate any records.

The M"Annual Report of tihe Secretary of Trzasury"

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 192k, has one section de-
voted to "Customs Relations witn Canada", undsr the caplion
"Customs Service!"., A pertinent reference reads "Conferencss
held between officers of the Department and Canadian cusioms

«~ authorities during the year resulted in mutual benefit and the
general facilitation of the customs business beilween the wo

- couniries'.
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Inited States Commissiener and Chairman, Ric Grande River
Compact Comij;ssion.

In the late 1920's, according to the official records
now maintained at National Archives, the States of Colorado,
Kew Mexice and Texas resolved to conclude a compact which woald
remove all causes of controversy armong these stales and be-
of Rio Grande waters above Fort Quitman, Texas. To this end
the respective governors named commissioners; DELPH E.

. CARPENTER (Colorado), FRANCIS C. WILSON (New Mexico), and

/ T. H. Mc(REGOR (Texas)e. On December 5, 1528, WILLIAN J.

DONOVAN was gppointed by President CALVIN COCLIDGE to act
as Comnissioner representing the United Staies in the matter.
Re journeyed to Santa Fe, MNew Mexico, and on Uecember 17,
1926, at the original three day meeting, was elected Chalrman
nf the Commigsion. The Commission reconvened on January 22.
1929, and subsequently reached an agreement which was signed

"as a compact on February 12, 1929.

United States Representative and Chairman, Coloraco River
Commi gsion

Acain, according to official records maintained a
. Nalional Archives, DCNCVAN was appeinted United Statles
P Representative by President COCLIDGE on February 7, 1%2v,

. It ~ and was to participate in negotiations contewplated between

L ' < the States of Arizona, California, Mevada, New Mexicc, Utah -
o },"\//// and ¥iyoming under an Act of Congress known as the "Boulder

5 } Canyon Project Act" approved December 21, 1528,

Footnotes appearing in House Document #7i7, a
publication of the 80th Congress, 2nd Sessiorn, entitled "The
Hoover Dam BDocuments"™ by RAY LYMAN WILEUR and NCRTHCUTT ELY,
1648, disclose a formal conference was held at Santa Fe,

New Mexico, February lh - March 5, 152%, betwsen the repre-
A8 sentatives of the "lower-basin" states.

Colenel WILLIAM J. DONOVAN, as represerntative of
- the Federal Governmeni, presided. Representalives of the
mupper-basin® states were attached as observers. Uuring the
- period, April-July 1929, informal conferences betwcen

o
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Califcernia and Arizona were held at Los Anpeles. Hepresentatives
of Arizona, California, Nevada, Colorado, New Mexicc, Utah and
Wyoming met on August 28, 1929, at Salt Lake City with primary
reference to power matters.

T

On January 21, 193C, the Ylower basin" commissicners
restmed formal confer=snces at Reno, Nevada, wnder the Chair-~
manship of LDANOVAN. At the suggestiion of the Secretary of
the Intericr, advisors were added by each State; Senator CARL

WAVINEAN fAar AmizAanna Banat Ay DTPAMAN awmAd MIIMRMAC AT Save
NAILVLEN 10 Adlobild, oCUCVOX rLiddAalN alild 1nudio Wise 10l

Nevada, and W. J. CARR for California. Having recessed at
Renc, the Commission met at Phoenix, February 6-9, 1930,
but failed to reach an agreement.

\

g

o
k;

Reference to a report of WILLIAM J. DVOVAY, Federal

B Representative in tri-Siale negotiatiouss, to Secretary of the
;SE; Intericr WILBUR dated February li, 1930, is made in one fooi-
note bul appropriate searches by Bureau of Reclamaiion Chief

File Room Clerk, HUGO DUNN, Department of Interior Chiefl File

~ koom Clerk, MERLE OWENS, National Archive searchers, CHARLES
g%;g L E. DEWING and JULIA CARROLL, and Department of State file
& searchers, CHARLES PATTEZRSON and ALIC® COLLINS, failed to

locate this report.

It is noted the Colorado River Cumpact became an
actuality in November 1922 and the "Boulder Canycn pProject
Act" was an oubprowth of it.

GUY W. NUMBERS, head of the Perscmnel Section, De- .
partment of Interior, was unable to locate any record of
DONOVAN having been a Department employee.

T. ¥. MERMEL, Assistanl to Commissiconer - Engineers,
Bureau of Recleamalion, made available House Yocument #717 re-
ferred tov above. He could add no further pertinent infor-
mation.

P I R |

Wational Mediation Board

The "Second Annual Report of the National Medialion
Board for the Fiscal Year inding June 30, 1926" refllects
arbitration hearings began August 12, 1935, in the dispute
between the American Train Dispatlchers' Assoclation and the
Rosicn and Maine Railroad over the questien "Shall train
directors handle centralized traffic control system {rom AR
tower or shall such system be hancled by train dismatchers?",

-7 -
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nel WILLIAM J. DONOVAN, New York attorney, was ihe

tral member” of the Foard which was also made up of -

. MILL¥R, Assistanf General iarager, Boston and Waine

road, and Q. He DRAESE, Vice-rr s*dent, American Train
m,tqler ' assoclation. T‘x‘lﬁ arbltratior beard decided the

* cMlaasized tralfic control system from the AR tower would

be handied by the irain dispatchers. The gward wus made on

November 1%, 153, and was filed in the Office of the Clerk

United States District Court for the District of ‘

Massachusetts. ¢ , EE

BLGENE C. THOMPSON, Secretary, Naticnal Mediation
Bcard, was unable te furn';,sh further pertinent ipfcorration.

Onofficia: Cbsemer for Sec:retary of thc Navy, Graz. Britalr
Tuly - August I5LJ; South Yast curcpe, Lecea eﬁf NS }larc..ex

1yli.

-

The 1952=53 edition of "Wno's Who® indicates DONOVAN
Wwis g3 oifidal observar_f{or the Secretary of the Kavy in
Oreut iriain during July and August 1940, and in south eatt
taroys, veceuter L9LC - Larch 19ul.

-

Jre J. S. CAVITT, Aummstrat.iva Ofrxcer, Adminis-
trative Offic2 «i the Navy Deparﬁ-ent advise-d SA DISUMOND J.
Bi[J3£S ne was unable to_locawe any recorc of this among Kovee
files, #r. DAVITT al'so made appropriate Tinquiry witng T
officiaic of the Department of Navy withoui locating amgyone
who specifically recalled or was closely associated with
OVAN during this period.

Files of the Departnsnt of State contair a t-elagr-:
datec July 11, 15.0, direcied by ihe Deparizent of Staie o
the Ambassader at Londor informing him that Colonsl KNOX (then
Secrctary of the Kavy) desired to send Colonsl WILLIAM J..
DONCVAN to England for a brief survey and . rcport on cariain

upocts of the British defense situation. DONOVAY Intendsd
to depart New York via clipver on July 1k, and wis to report
to the Arbassador upon arrival in London.

Deparhemt of State filss also cortain a telegram

_a__3 uuv-r - )U, l?i‘.e' J“An‘d kv tha 'ﬂ-n.-'l-’ln.hf w t"l-

Awerican Legation at Lisbon, Port.agal infawming the I..gat.ion ;
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‘Secretary of the N (X had arranged for Colonel .
VAN to mane an obggrvation trip throtgh tne Nediferranean
and Forth Africd. . LUNGVAN was to fiy to Lisbon at am™-..
v date and was to be met there by a Rritish officer,
ommodore SLESSER. Thareafter, he was to e {lown to
Gibraltar and Malta and as far east as Alexandria ard Calro.
tpen kic return journey Colonel DONOYVAN was to travel by
comcercial or such other transportation gvailable 83 a
representative of the wchicago Daily News® and wis to visit
Noruw. and West African ports as far south as Dakars

[ Files of the Special Investigations Squad letro- 7

pclitan Police Dapartment, Washingtlon, L. C., contaln' & .
notation that the "Washington Daily News® carried a series _
of articles in hugust 19k0.on ® Kazi Gersany Fifth Colurn
Act:vities in Sulani®. The auldors of this serles werc :
Colonei WILLIAM J. DONOVAN and ¢DCAR ANSEL MONRER, veiera .
foreign corresrordent.- The arvicles reported Colonel o e
DONOVAK had gore to London st the request of Secretary of y
the Kavy, FrALK fNCY, for the purpose of ceveloping infor~- e
mation regarding fifth coluwn sctivities. o B

e
e W

*n & foreward %o this saries, Secretary KNOX
wrote: "These Lwo men, on the oehail of the Undtied States, S e
nuds tha most thorcgeing survey of fierman' fifth colimn! :
pethods us:d in weakanin, resistance of possivle snacies
and urdermiring the worale of countries they proposed to
attauk. The results ... are designed to make Apearicans
fully conscious of wethods used by totalitarian powers, so RS
that Af or when such methods sre used here they will T
jrstantly be recogrized for what they are and their effect e
nullified.* - :

Ko other pertinent information was located in
thesr Special Investigations Sguac files by SA DESHIND J.
BRID/ES.

Coordinator of Information

According to the "Inited States Covernment
Orgeni zational Mamual, 1952-53%, refarred to previously, C
the Coordinator of Information was established by Presidentisy
order dated July 11, 1941, %o collect, analyse ard correlats
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f‘ *-:m 1$crr-ution and data bearirng on national serurity. 7This data EREN
% Txe to be rede availatle to the President and such other - .° - mL-
Ve eials as deterrindéd by him. Related supplementary - | T

activities were also to be performed. Exclusive of foreign -
irforeation activities, the unit was translerred by mili tary
order of June 13, 1942, to the jurisdiction of the Joint
Urited States Chiefs of Staff nI"d designated t-h office of
Strategic Services. -

e - . I
. , . .

} '
g TR PR
< HPENEAL ' UETMR s v S M

Office of Stratesic Serviges
Subsequent to its redesigrnetion, the functions cf -~ L

Office of Stretepgic Serviles were modified by Exccutive Order .

9312, Yarch §, 16L3, so that the agerc¢y was responsible for - t*s--;‘

the collec....cn and analysis.of such strategic information as .-

requirec by the Joint Chiefs of Staff for military operations and

n].—.u nning. The apgency ¥as algo rp:ﬁonr{ble for gg_n_r;ggt.ipa Ja T,

Special operations not assigned ot.her goverment azencies, '; ; '

ixecitive Order 9621 of September 20, 1945, provided for the

' : , tamiraticn of the Office of Strat egic Services effective - -

; . Octcber 1, 19L5, and for the distribution of its funct.:.ons to K

B tae Depar tment of State grd the War Department. - - - B A

s 7 .
S tSontact officemer‘ﬁ‘al Intelligence
-;\%; e - Azency, aivieed S4 RORIRT VENOAL et Central Inte’ligeu
]
3
1

e
4

i
T

i

Lk

1% - Agency personnel recards reflect DONOVAX was_gppointed Coordip= . :.

Y A _-’gtor of Information by President ROGGEVELT on July Ty 19ul. .

3-8 S _Qn Aprz.l 2, 1941 whilé Director of Office of Strategic b___?)

’f- S S , Services, he was oflic:.élly recalled fo active cuty im the .

’“g 5 Arcy at a Colonel. On October 1, 19145, he was relieved &8 - o ot e
Rl | Director of Office of Strategic’ T"At thal'time hg <

.,
.

sr.a.,ea nothing of an L
f unfsvorable nature was cont.a.n fz.le. T PR
| “'urt.her stated he was unable to advise tha

. identify of anyons who might have been closely associated with

DONCVAN cduring this period other than ALLEN DIILLES, prasent
Central Intelliger.ce Agency D:..rector. )
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In reviewing that portion of DONOVAN'S nfflitary
ffe which is located at the Pentagon, SE JOMK J. LANDIRS
noted a "Siatezent of Service® certified by the Adjutant §.
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i _;( T General on July 15, 1943, which reflects. DONOVAN served as an.en- ;

‘2 e ed pan in the Kew York National Cuard between October 1511 _{ "
*E - - tarl Ditobir 16, 1912, 'He -attainad the rark of Sergeant. _On - f§ ' ¥

' w - Oﬂobe. 17, 1912 he was conrnissioned & Captain™in the New  ° e

York National Guard ‘arid Subsequently mbstered into Federal®

S8sice at Coverncrs Island, New_York, .on July 19, 1916, for
© dify on the Mexican barder. :

‘--—-—-—""""_- -
‘ A ‘bner resume of DCNOVAN'S career, drm up in

November. 1926, 1n_conné ction with his position as Assistant

Attorney Ceneral, reflects he was a Captain in Troop I, First

P

3 \S_ 8.

5T 'CwaIry, ‘NewTark National Gunrd when mustered into Fﬂdaral

}::5{ service. After the musteg}ng he commanded the Third Squadron
_{}.J at Mclen, Texas, until Cytober 15, 1916, when he becaze Judge ..

Advoiate. He commanded Treop I until muste:'ed out of Federal
Séfvice at ui‘falo, New York, on March 15, 1917. =~

L

DONOVAN &gaip: report.ed for duty on July 15 1917. Re
held the rank of Major and was Lc,jutant of the 2lst. Ini‘antry
Bngade, 6tn Division, New York National Quard. In August.
1517, h2 was assigned -to -the 69th New York Infantry. ..Thig -

e nrit 1atoar harams tha 1AGEh Trfont e 1i%nd THyd =f an A4 Mewewm
wiliv L3VE0 vstane wis ‘UJU&I J.KMNJHI.J, SO LAV BETUle &U WELR

MiXIer DONOVAN was placéc in comrand of the 1st Battalion as ‘
the urit prepared for foreign service and de,.arture froo &ne 1
Um.ted Siates. '

Commanding his lat Battalion, DONJOVAN enteréd the
front lines in February 1918, serving in delense of the
Lunéville secior- (uorraina) 3 Baccarat sector (Lorraine),
Esperance ! Sovairn sectdr (Chazpagre); Champagne Xarne De- . Ll o
fensiVe; _Alsne_Macne Uffensive;. S Minial Offensive; - - § -+ - -
Essey ~ Pannes sector (Lorrsine), and Neuse Argonne sector T
until severely wounded on October 15, 1918, and vacuated 'to
a‘hospital,” DONOVAN had dlso beern wounded on July 29, 1918,

_ but was not treated in a hospital until late August 1918. 5

W
)

R L m-.——u‘..—-ﬂ»—r At 1

- DONCVAK was aubsequent.l;y promoted to cdonel
Ini‘anu-r on Mareb 9, 1919, and placed in command of a regi- .
‘ment -tationed with theé American #xpecitionary Forces,

o Germany, _He_sepved as_Inspector and instructor in the -

- Eovost llarshnl General's Departnent, Paris} “retirned to

e United States on Apnl a4, 1919, and was~ dmotﬁ#i_udf

abaobqkén, Kew Jorssy on Hay'lh, ’1919." A
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'r-if‘ n—---2~ . t- DRCVAN was_agarded the Congressional Medal of r
. -QE T T for convpz cious gallartry and intrepidity above ‘and "Se- o
LRy ! y i ‘the call of duty near Landres and _St. George, France, = ' o
ns % ’ October lu-lS, 1516, ———eln
= E For ext.raordlrar} hereise in action, July ca-_n
g-? 118, DOKOVAN w®as awarded the Distinguished Service c:ross. T
: :—'} S e led 1. i Baltalioni aercss the River Dureq and cajtired .7
O important eremy strongholdi near Villers-sur Fere, France,
;"g-'},._,_i NS on July 28-31, 1918. 1In advance of his Division for four days
= },"-g L. - “under sh2l) and naciine pun fire from the enany who werz or
‘3"’: thres sides of him, h2 reppgatedly and persisueﬂtlv couriter- .
;g‘p atiackes and was wounied t#®ice, His coolness, couraze and -
:#4. eff‘...c:.e"‘ leu.dcr.:‘up r=rdered poss;b.i_e t‘"a ma:mtanance o- PR EE i
7;, 5 2 the p positione” N O * e -
4 ‘; cgé" (pe' The Distinguished Se rvice Yedal was awarded D&hUVAN
F (&\e for e.>.ce*>t10na.~ly meritorious and dlst.ingm.shed service. AS .
;gj:'s'v, : Battaiion Comxander, 165t¢h Infantry during operations’in the ™
w ". Baccarat sector, July 26-31, 1518, he demonstrated high pro=
& s fassicral atteimments and rmarked ability. He dlsplaved con=
. 53] >‘ ) spicuious energy and effiaient leadership in advance of his
I w hattalion acrpss ths OWRCS River. In October 15918, ms a
¥ ;;;f 5 Tieutenant Colonsl he commanded the same regiment nlth marked
. * 4 < succass in the Meuse - Argomne Offensive, From Januay 1,
.-__}; 1919, to karch 3, 1919, as nsp'-'ctor - Ir.strl.ctor, ?rovost.
%% _¥mrsnal® General's Depariment, he rendered service of great
28 “valué to the A.X.F. TEmmemT mEmemmeam——
.E'; . ‘The brief pr'epared notes DONOVAN is the only menbar -
g~ ) of the Army awarded the Congressional Medal of Honcr, mstin.;,mshed
JAES B - Service Vedal and Distinprdshed Service Cross - the Kation's .
Y ¥4 thres uignest awards - for service perrormed during World far I.
S . AR S idataiul:
?{‘_;’i’ DONOVAN accepied appointment as a Colonel, Infantry,
_. s Officars Reserve Corps on May 1l, 1921, according to official
};, . s x_:_éfgrjgs__am :.a_:s-!rw;:}sfarrod to Cavulry,mc, on February L, 1922.-
£1in2 - : Official records further reflect DONOVAN, A:my :
£ 3 Serial Number 0-102 383, became a Brigadier General on ga;__dx_ 2h,
o8 - 1943, and was recalled to active duty on April 2L, 19L3, as
A5 - Director, Office of Strategic Services. On Decembedh7, 19hh,, B
, ;'i“_. - {he-was promoted to Major General the rark he hald upon hia{ o S I
' te- :. . e
A : - meactc £
Dt T -‘-: «lszx:s:r.{- rv- nv-‘.«‘, L ’!”' ﬂ-«.u\"' e /
mﬂl‘ .ux--‘~-¢¢-¢-‘-*":_,.-._ PR o 2 e -
——— - — __- —-:B:'.—..x:;f.y...._.,_._....____,,.-,
et T ,-:a ‘b"-"—f 'r*‘\ J_rk\ ." - q: "‘-fa-""‘ e ‘-e.".-‘w_-."
T ',"‘_‘H_; P S \- ‘**h L i T .
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- l: s..*\-__., . . . .
) . DOXCYAN is now carried on_the Army rolis as a
. Major General, Henorary Rescrve, SmTe
7- . FLT v PR SR L S T A ———

LONOJAN, according to the military records, has
been awarded: ' '

| ¥edal of Fonor ¢ _
Distinguished Service Cross with Cak Leaf Clusier
Distinguished Sgrvice Kedal with one Cak Led: Cluster

;’ Crder of Crown = Italy
i
!

. Italtan Yar Cross.

- Knight Comrarder, Order of J.X.B.E, - Britain

TR 1 Lezion of Honor, bDezree of Cerxzander - France ,

3 l Grand Officer, Order of Leopold with Palm - Belgium

53 ? H Croix de Guerre, 1940 with Palm

‘7.4 1 French Croix de Guerre with Ster (W.W,I)

3 ' French Croix de Guerre with Palm {w.5.1) ’
-5 { Purple Heart with one Oek Lea? Cluster

R

Grand Cross = GQrown of Italy
Canander Cross with Star, J. J. Royal Ordar of
Saint Olav = Korway
! Speciar Collar Ordar Yun Hul - China
Czechoglovalk War Cross

LTI

2 SUTMO LY

N

<1 .
R No further pertinent information was noted by ST J&EX J.

= zfl LAXNDIRE, : o

,,j 2 - "qu__,__‘_:__ -,

i" b Passport Dats o~ e - -

PR ' .
;zj; ef In reviewing appropriate records at the Passgort B
37 Office, Depariment of State, SA JAYES D, HUPPERT noted numerous - |
s > A passporis have been issued DONOVANL, Pertinent data regarding

xhe o) © \ thai is set forth below, J e
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I PASSPORT NIM3ER DATZ ISSURD | . PJRPOSE COUNTRIES TO BE
R : VISITED -
| S
voe Special 3040 vay 6, 1923 Official busi- France, Hcllang,
. ness, Depart- and Germany
S nent of Justice
£ 7 204011 April 15, 1930 (%ot specified) Europe
*.. {* 20L011 (renewed) = June 28, 1932 Travel Europe
. ) 3 . *
g 1239L2 June 23, 193, % Business England, France,
Germany, Austric,
s P " and Switzerliand
iid :
N 123542 {renew=z2) April 20, 1937 (Not specified) (Kot spacified)
S .
A 543075 fay 31, 1938 Business England, France,
:‘f Gerzany, Italy.
2 (Also va.id for Spairn)
f‘ - Smecial 8150 Jily 11, 154C Official busi- Portugal, Spain, france
o {Losy or stolen i-, .25t (Lndted ard England. ZLater
i Scfra Bdriric, States) Kavy vaiidsted for ad-
2" January 22, lSul} ditiona: cuartrfes.
o ? Substitute for abov: January 24, 1941 Official busi~ Portural, Spain,
i issuei at Anericarn ness (United France and
i ¥ Consuzate,3elrrade - - - States)havy enriand. Later
! Special No. 227 validaied for ad~

ditional countirlizs.

#
o -vvw b

Ut U Wt by

Special 16357 June §, 19.2 Offictai busi=- BRritish Isias
: ness, Oflice c¢f
the Coordinator
of Inforaation.
(Directer,
Office of
Stratlegic Ser-
vices)

[, TR
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Above renevad. Decenber 8, 1942 - —————— ——————————
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-:",l PASSPORT NULIBER DTS ISS'T"“ - PURPOSE CLJ}\""RTES TJ BT
lv . - - ISITED
E- Above renswed, June 15, i94L43 —————— -———
A Renewzl Series Ko.
Zoa 1018
Above renew23l ¥arch 30, 19L4 ¢ ————————— ———————
Dipiomatic Ne. Juna 22, 3.9LT As Associate Various Zurcpean
526 Y Chief of and Union of
g Counsel for Soviet Socialist
ol Prosecation Repubiices
: of dar Crizes
ani as Di=~
: rector, Office
iy of Strateglc
s Services
;}' New York Series October 16, 19L6 Legal Business Enzland and France
e No. 5132
gt o2
’5‘ (The abcve jassnord was acconuanied by a military permit #17635, issued by the
N Joii.. Cniefs of Siaff. It granted DONOVAN peurzission to enter tne United Siates
% Zone of Cerzany and Austria fc~ the purpese of visiting Cenaral CLAY. Issuad
Fi3 e June 10, 1647, it expired Auzust 10, 1947.)
-2 .
53 New Tork Series September 3, 1yLE Legal Business Zurope
S0 No. 5132 = renewai .
251 | series oo 393 -
S '
: ;f Above passport ex- May 18, 1950 (Not specified) (Kot spzeified)
: %i tended to expire
7 f} October 15, 1950
B ? 322968 July 10, 1?50 ) Businass and Ensland, France,
L3 Pleasure Cermany, Belgium
HES and Itely.

P FI)
s

Above renewad - re- ‘$'> Business France and Enzland.
. W &2 ,

newal Series No.
21166, Explres MayY 14, I‘IBZ_\ w’&‘ﬂa"

Juy 9, 195h ‘ N .
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CRTDIT AND CRTMINAL

ﬁ; SE JAMES A. ROBERTS determined there is no record of
-y WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN in the files of tle Washington, D.C.
i% Credit Buresu.

No arrest record of WILITAM JOSEPH DUNOVAN was located
in the files of the Metrovolitan Police Denartment, Washington,
D.C., by SE EDMUND J. FIDEN.

SE WALTER JiMrS TULSON determined there is no record
of DUNIVAN in the files of the United States Park Police,
Washington, D.C.

MISCELLANEUUS

At the Investigations Division, Civil bLervice Cunalssion,
SA FRANK P. HOLJIAN was advised there is no record of JTIITAM
JOSEPH DILUVAN in their indices.

I Contact Ufficermadvised Si HUBENT J. MCKENNAN o= D
i& ' there is no derovgatory information cehicerning WILIIAM JUSEPH
” - DONOVAN in the Security Files, Central Intelligence Agency.

SE HILBERT ARPS determined there is no additional
pertinent information in the files of the Security Division,
Department of State.

A

The 1952-1953 edition of "Who's Who in America" reflects
DONOVAN was married to RUTH RUISIY on July i, 191y, Two chiddren,
: DAYID RIMSEY DINOVAN and PATRTZIA DIMOVAN (now deceased) wers bory
S t> this union.

:F‘H‘ . 1-' R
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JEF:CAS
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
LEADS
i WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE:
ot
e i AT WASHINGTUON, D.C.:
ﬁ /w:.ll report results of the House Committee on [’
- I] Un-American Activities agency check. i/
L - 4 {
=5 -

= j Will report results of ONI check.

Will report result of file reviews, principally
HGUA, based upon New York teletype dated June 18,

1953,

i-’ _ Will contact EDGAR ANS=L MoNnER, 3301 Gartield
e Street, N. W., if he is in this country al this
time for the purpose of determining nature of
DONCVAN's mission for Secretary of the Navy
KNOX, now deceased, in 1940-4l, and any comment
he may have regarding DONOVAN.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF [NVESTIGATION “‘}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE g o

Cet) E i

AIRTEL—"" 3

Transmit the following Teletype message 10: T . ‘
. :

!
FBI, ST. LOUIS 6-30-53  HMA:mbs ‘
‘s A
CTOR, FBI ;

Ty o
WILLIAM JOSEPH ﬁONUVAN, SI. REBU RADIOGRAM DATED JUNE TWENTYTHREE, LAST.

RUC REPORT OF SA JAMES E. REILLY SUBMITTED JUNE TWENTYFIVE, LAST.

S RUC.

9 THORNTON
END
T 77-12216
e f:\ ﬂ 3;” b J i
—— " o6 it
- CLEEAT  ba e :
. "
. SPr06-3C
] OGERDT Ly 77- 5F206
r ﬁ . ﬂ:/'fll
AR TR LS T NP S A"
IS PR i AR ‘J’r" R Q;
\.I, 1'/ /"
{}: .‘j Zl( r ’.f'
Approved: T At Sent M Per
Special ‘Agentéin- Charge Z
1,:&.4;» _{(_Ln%. '\g:vt'h\» "V“ ‘,'k\" \.-_.e, \_’ WXLy . .f‘_“m - e n\;.t -
V}‘MMW ?"‘ “‘2""*‘5'3"53: 2N "“”‘"“"”‘ Ay b .‘”‘ms-""-&."" "ﬂ:&r‘ -
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'l wnsv/m:rom FROM NEW YORK XX 15 30 11-16P

P
g B{RECTOR esseU R G EN Tasee

ATTENTION ~ IN?ESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION,

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, AKA, SI. THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WHC DESIRE

v(‘rn Fuiiem T TR Ml P a ¥ o Y TN

’ THEIR ENTITIES KEPT N N L FURNISH HE FOLLOWINY
£ wrommion, ~ s

ADVISED HIS EXPERIENCES WITH APPOINTEE HAUE NEVER BEEN FAVORABLE.

)
o]

o ———— = - o s oy

APPOINTEE HAS ALWAYS BEEN QUOTE SOFT AND MUSHY UNQUOTE IN HIS

e — ——

TREATMENT OF COMMUNISTS AND COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF‘ ORGANIZATIONS

et pmeer

— A e Wi iy - ——

UNDER HIS CONTROL.-TATED THAT APPOINTEE WOULD NEVER TAKE A *

Cor e e Rt i Y ~

FIRM STAND AGAINST COMMUNISTS IN GOVERNMENT, UNIONS, OR THE UN.

HE CONSIDERS APPOINTEE AN QUOTE ANTI ANTI COMMUNIST UNQUOTP_.

- v

—STATED THAT HIS commmrs WERE NOT BASED ON SPECIFIC INCIDENTS

----- -t

BUT ON GENERAL IMPRESSION AND OBSERVATION. _
L ___________J

et o

_STATED THAT HE MADE iNQUIRY RE APPOINTEE FOR OWN USE.
'APPOPNTEE-S LAW FIRM REPRESENTS A PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRM, ALLIED A

SYNDI(_,‘ATL, WHOSE CLIENTS ARE FRANK COSTELLO, JOHN L. LEWIS, AND

LAUCHLIN CURRIE.  THE APPOINTEE WAS ALLEGED TO HAUE HEADED A RECENT

END PAGE ONE ”"56’}0@*57
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COMMITTEE WHICH WAS TO ASK PRESIDENT EIbENHOWER TO OUST SENATOQR

it e e S

M~ NADRTUVY TUL
Vv WARINE s LITE
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SO WAS
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THE CHINESE GENERALS WHO ABSCOUNDED WITH MILLIO OE NA T{QNALIST

AR T - e —— . R N TR A SO Lt T
PR

CHINA-S FUNDS.—CONSIDERS APPOINTEE A QUOTE BUBBLEHEAD 57p

UNQUOTE, WHO NEVER GOT _TOUGH WITH-COMMUNISTS- IN 0SS, BOTH INDIVIDYALS

"--_____.-—-"-""

WOULD NOT RECOMMEND. REPORT WILL FOLLOW.
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NEW YORK $0 FROM WASH DC 30 7-00 PM
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SAC URGENT
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN,- SI., ADVISE DATE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

SUBMITTED AND IDENTITY OF REPORTING AGENT,
- HOOVER
WFO ADVISED
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This reference is a letter dated 5/13/40, Dallas,

M oy 1 afanoand Har NDiearuntled Q‘f‘(‘)ﬁxrhnlﬂPT‘” This TPttPT'
.LC;LLLO_, avyru..u’ Fes v Lyl s VLo
stated that the innocent stockholder could do nothing ochout

it when the federal government knew what was going on and
did not take adequate steps to correct thne condition. This
letter continued that the amount of money paid Fllliam J.
Doncvan and Irving Trust Company totaled more than one
million dollars. Enclosed with this leftter was a document
pertaining to the amount of fees paid to the receiver an?
trustee, together with other interested parties in the
Radio - Keith - (Orpheun Corporation Bankrupt Case.

E2-108=-3075

(76)

allowed gent %o eragmine The . Tile
B 4opmzu and Farley entitled, "Transfers from Gernan ns -
tates to American Benefzczarzes.” On 3/25/32 of the above
eredit file under the heading "Donovan, Leisure, Newton

and Lunmbard”, it was stated that both X¥r. Topken and }Mr.
Farley were introduced to the German consulate by Col.
Donovan. Col. Donowvan was itdentified as Zol. William J.
Donowan, former Assistant Attorney General under former
Attorney CGeneral John Sargent, with law offices at 2 711
Ste, NIC.

NY Rpt., 6/18/49
Re: Gernan Funds;
Miscellaneous, Infor
mation concerning
€5-7337-155 py. 16

. (94)
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MS
S— e _"—_—_jua[’ [~/
Qﬂ_aﬂwﬁ“ JBﬁ, Yemo from ir. Hoover
L d/ dated 8/6/40
No caption given
qu’|p- 2d-$3 64-5004-X2
(112)~—

This reference is a letter dated 8/8/40 from
¥illiam J. Donovan, 2 Wall St., NYC, enclosing a letter
which he had received Jrom Dr, Gerhardt Alois Westrick,
Faldorf - Astcria Hotel, NYC, concerning pro-German
allegations which had been made against. Dr, Westrick.
Letter of acknowledgment sent to Col. Jonovan 8/22/40,

65-10325-76X

(96)

On 8/13/40 the Publication Section Mailing List
contatned a change of address for Col. WNilliam J. Donovan
SJrom 41 Broad St., NYC, to 2 Wall St., NIC.

Memo for Mr. Renneberger
8/13/40

No capition given
94-6-5953 _
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Oon 8/19/40 ir. James Allen of the Department of
Justice called recarding e series of five articles pre-

pared by Col. #illiam J. Donovan at the reguest of Secretary

o/ sar Knor which were to appeer in the Fashington "News"

concerning Fifth Column activities. Mr. Allen felt that o
sirth article should be written to ezxplain the part the
Denariment of Justice took in combating Fifth Column ac¥i-
vities.

Iemo to Director fror
rr. Temm, 8/313/40

No caption given
94-8-64-31

(95)

The Washington "Daily News' for A/20/40 carried
an crticle entitled "Fifth Column Dangers Traitor’'s Vitcol
FPactor in fany Nazi Victories" which was the second of
SJour articles made public by Nawvy Secreitary Inox as par?
of the National Defense progrem. Col. Villiam J. Donovan
having just returned from a misson abroad, on behalf of
Secretary Knor, wrote these articles in collaboration with
rdgar Mowrer, foreign correspondent,

61-75504

(67)
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