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commandl 8 crew of mechanics for hie cars and privete planes. He does n§t
‘need a ccllarman, because he orders the desiied wine and champlsno fral all
part: of the world. But unlike his fsther, he is not satisfied with ons
chronicler only; he commands & phalanx ‘of hi~h1y paid and favoured star
journalists vho havc to meke sure that newspapetl, megezines, radio and
:elevisiqn stations receive only those news that have been censored by‘hb%‘

-

and‘: considered newsworthy wifh re;ard-to his private lifc and his projects.
And he is not exactly wodest, It fletter ; his banal vanity to appear in the
hesdlines as "America's Prometheus'. . .
‘But not every reporter is welcome. He exerciseé control over who wi}i ‘
be ﬁis favorite writef. Thus, he asked the WEst'berman scribbler Klaus s
Harprecht to see him, invited him for a flight in his plane, and gave him
an gxclugive interview durin; & £lizht over the Tennessee Valley. Baiﬁprecht
had‘been recomuended to Wernher von Braun by Bonn. He is the‘sama who made the
pointed, but vain effort tolﬂhitewash as a martyr the war criminal Walter
Schellenberg, group commander of the S.S., former espionage and sabotaog chief'
| of Hitler and Himmler. The routine ejacula:iono of Harper's pen were graciously
approved.by t;; Huntsville Baron. As s result, the reader of the Federal
Republic was allowed to note:
:7;ﬁbfnher von Braun has become the hero of the new world. Nbbody 13 for-
getting hiu German background bot nobody hesitstes to idolize him as C
shining guaran:ot of America’s invincibility, hopes, snd heritage for . bcctet,

more pcrfoct worid it i- not solely the sensation of his success vhich prompted

thc Amnricanl to shower von Breun with fams snd to bathe in the reflection of

his sloty. Neither is it jua: the idolization of his achievements, 1t 1s :sthdr

”
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mqra ch& ascret af his capsbilities, 1. e. of his personllitya This sen oi
& Pomaranian country squire is endowed with & truiy fortunate harmeny o!
strengrh snd sensibilivy.’
L The eristrocrst with the plsybcy looka. to whem innumerous scientiste,
g;neraln, mansgers, and sdmirals make thelr kawtaw and who is $dolized by
Ntll Streat, does not know mndesty. In spite oi his oversized f£labby chin,
r ha is considered photogenic by Amarican televisicn producers, after experienced

Hnllywno& mske~up specialists covered his harelip BCAT .

In contrast to the organized popularity, the glory, and the uﬁsurpassabie

phantasm which surround him, the Rocket ‘Baron von Braun tries to erect 8 o

strsnge wall of silence sround hils pest and his family. Not long ago, Mr.

ﬁexgn B. Gun ran sgeinst this well, His widely publicized report in the
“?rah#furter Iilu&trierten" was highlighted by the remarks:

‘The best kept secret of the rocket city Huntsville in the state of
Alsbama 15 not the moon bound Saturn rocket, which {s developed at the
sdjacent Redstone Arsenel, but the exact address t:i Wernher von Braun.
Frivacy ranges high in the von Braun family. Mrs. Maris von Braum does not
participate in public or official events. The rocket expert declines almﬂst
all interviews and rarely receives photo;raphers in his home. He srranged with
the Préﬁa Office of the Army and other press agencles that no reports and
photos of his chtldren will be publighad. No one gets to enter his haugt

withou: 8 agcciai reason = and even genersls of the Department ﬁf nefcnsm

are snitzng {n vain to be ssked to tes or to a cocktail party at the ven

Brauns in their house on Severkraut 4111,



; In keeping with their degire for privacy, the vor Rrauns aeldum 1asva
their prgtty modern Mouse, in which part of the furniture came frow Germ;ny,
They nnly get together with # few goud friends or the closest associstes of
von Braun. Occagionslly, the entixe famil: drives te @ drive-in movis theater
wherg ons can stay in the car sud asoid contact with other people.’

~'LIhia shows that th; von iram Lamily enjoys their domestic privacy. They
&a'ﬁnn wish to get fute the liseli .. Apparently, the Rocket Bavon does
nﬁt feel too much at esse. He would like to make othe;s forget his past.

7&8:& I started to Sécams interested in his pexrson, an article from
Duesseldoxf sttracted wy stteutior. A certain Walter Gong wrote asbout the
“Prussisn of Huntsville" end evacularly wrotel '

*The ones who become America- citizens 1&53; their past behind; and
Wernher von Braun's appearanke also wodistes something which makes it essy
for the Adericans to say in ¢ue re~:h “Me Cerman Sclentist” and “The American
Ebékgc Bxpert". As {gr asﬁhe is cgrcorved; wo contradiction between Peenemuende

s

and Runtsville exists.'

Sppargytly, the rocket exvert reliuquished his former natiomnality in the
United Statgsu- so to spesk = {n crder to shed his skin, but aot to break with
his»§ecrecy~veiled past. Since then, the thumbed bibles with the torn plggs

in his desk and badside teble have hecome pert of his legend. But I vnn:c§1tn

know uhy for exsmple in 1945 his siuil-decorated 8§ uaiform had been f%§ *
mothballﬁé;by twe G.I.% snd stashed ascy in & trunk,
To be considered the 'spiritusl father' of varinus high alitude rockets,

:oaﬁ quite some efforte on hig part. After I heard that he slready feiled inm
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Qéthématic: as an Bth grade student st the Zrench Gymnasium in aarlié lﬁ&“
suffe:ad the disgrace of not even beln; promaﬁe& 1 was overcome by doubls in
his real qualities. Thaua doutrs nuleiplied whan 1 was unsble to £ind the
nane Wernher von Braun in Germid rid faericoa pateat files. I was stogsled
that -the man, who pretends for years t. scrive for the reslization of & trip
to tﬁa moon, is not iniuded 14 the dewest, heavy volume of the world
directory of air and spece travel, that was publighed in switzerland, The .
traile of Wtrnhet von Braun, whom the German-Americen £ ik producers audaciausly
shaw as tesehing for the stars', lead me inlo tha offices of industrial
combines and NATO stafis.

 When I found out through my Jjnericas §rien;s.the address of the
blue-bleeded von Braun,and the rocuet baron finally heard that I was anxicus
to unveil his secrst, the secret of Huntsville, the villa ocwner of 907 Mc61una
Srpset rescted with strange nervousnesg, With conspicuous haste, he sent me
2 polite letter in which he seid: . ’

" "Wernher von B:auq ‘ July 21, 1961

" P.0. Box 6822
. N

. Buntsville, Ala.

" Dear Mr. Madér: X

_ "W
1 rccuived your letter of July 3, 1961 and = of course = I appreclate

yeur centaetins wa prior to publisidag any statements sbout me., -

t wish to inform you, however, that I was neither conaectdd with the

ff.? GC

development of the manned nox unmgnned V 1 “aasmeie; these were Alr Force.

projects hendled by the Air Force Developmeat Centex Pesnsmuende West. I was

. ] R
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.tecﬁgiéal director of the former Army Development Center Peénemuende East
and 1& charge of the devciopment‘of the A & project, from which the Y.Z
derived. . 'éé
Should you ‘be tnterested {n reference materill rvegarding my activitiel
and my curriculum vitae, I would »-ui- 4 the following publications:
“'Heinz Gartmann 'Weriker voo L1 :n Nuflnﬂuium Publishers, Berlin;
Efik Bergaust '"Reaching for the s;yrs”, Do?pleday & Co, Inc. Garde%;J
City, N. Y. -
Walter Dornberger "V 2%, 1°: "'li:~ Press, New York; -
Willi ley “Rockets, Missiles, z.:¢ Space Travel”, The Viking Press,
~ New York (also published in German). .
1 would appreciate your taiin3 the sbove statements in consideration
when you are writing the contemplated series of articles.
| . . Sincerely,
signed Wernher von Braun'
' I complied with the request of the myth-possessed Wernher von Braun. But
since I also used other reféreuces, he could not confuse me with his stateﬁencs.

— N
Thus, I found cnn of thé most zigantic iﬂriguee of the latest history.

Fireplsce Chat about three K's (Kaiser - Emperor, Krieg = War, Kanonen =

Cannons). ' ' . ~
#*,‘
' Hny 1931. Nestled into lush greens was the long stretched Silccian

villugc of Obetwiecenthal. Heavy, dusty roadsters rolled through thc valley,

packed with gifts. They were heading~taward the feudsl estate Oberwiesenthal,
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Q?" o which the von Brauns had purcl:ased » year sgo. Although the former domain
ﬁ% ‘ - Neucken ‘of the Order of the German Knights in East Prussia hsd servcd

four generctiont as their baronial estate, the family represents centuries
" olﬁ Silesisn aristocracy. ceeeescos F°E the von Brauns, centuries of pplinz

overusonasmen was part of God's order of the world and a frequent participation

in the pilleging raids of their empcrors part of their code of honor."

A lengthy illustration of the opulent perty and illustrious guests, *“

all "representativel of the feudrl oystem’” is given. Center of attractiou"

is monocle carrying Col. Becker (note: later Major Genersl, Chief of Developmen;

of thé German Ordnancg Dept.). The conve;satian centers around “emperor.’
war, and cannonsg". Host 1s Ma:zaus von Braun, whose background is given in ‘
an extremely slented version. He it mentioned as formef "Pregident of the i
Police of the City of Stettin, who had machine guns turned on impoverished,
hungfy workers and sailors aud perso:ally removed the red flag from the
ACity Hall". In his govermment pest in Rerlin, his main concern is "how to
preserve the influence of the reactiouexry and militar} junkers and industrisl
barons and their mesns of suppressin; the working class. “'Shrewd éolitiéking
and maneuvfiﬁk braught him his appointment aé representative of the big
landowners in the Central Committee of the Federal Bank.

After a long drinking session, Col. Becker and Magnus von Braua discuss
th? future of Htrnﬁer who makes pocr 3rades at the Technical Unive:s;ty of

Zuerich = where his father has no coanections. Magnus von Braun 1nquit¢s what

chancea sxist for s career of his son in military rocketry. Beckeix asauxcs

him that ckapt. Dornberger of his staff talks very favorably sbout Hbtnher.
whon he me: on the Rocket Field Reivickendorf, and that Wernher would have

a pr&mising future in the Army Ordnance Department, especially in view of
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'his'fgiﬁar‘c political affilistions. The deal is settled and the student:
Wernher von Brnun.cal1¢a back fron Tverich. After tha “Prussisn psrssites
havc‘inﬁulgeﬁ {n excessive drinking , vomiting 1n91u&ed“, the hagvy-réadltsrs
Ieaé; in gho dusk of the morning. " .

wrhis plance fnto the ultra-reactionsry nurEery of Wernher von Braun was
vary important, because here are the roots of his carefully guarded secret
af Huntsvill«. In the censored bio raphies of weruhe: vor Braun, na:hing,is
mentioned shout the true background of His rocket csreer. For the publie .
new motives for his steep professionsl carsexr were fnvented to excite the
m&nds 1n the degired wey and to keep the public fram knowing the truth."

| Yerbal guotatiens from Gartmenn biegraephy is ibnee& showing Weruher

von Braun's mother encoutaging her sen's interest {n astronomy and the |
stars, upon which Mader coments as follows:

uzside frowm the oaling with Mars, no important faet of this-fait& tale
is true. A harmless telascope veplaced desth=spewing cannong. Instead of
Prussian officers who started firing with rifles, machine guns, sud

*

howitzers npon\Frendhmen, Bel daas, Tritons, émericana, Rufssiens, sud

even their own countrymen, the fou f, voeicus, and motherly amateux sstryonomax
18 offered, Instead of dangevour . liiory rtuket projects, space resesreh
appearéé with crystal clear humsne objectives.

But sven the most eunni:, wricer cennot completely fit humanicm acd

Brusiiaanetmﬂﬂ megalomenia with fis resulting militarism undey the Ftuasian

picket helmnt The idcthﬁnt Hahnus VO Hrauﬂ with his aharacttriatic |

Prussim spirit of despotism actuany passed on to his sons (on the nature

af humaﬂ beinwaz sre repeated by him at an ags of 773

»

.
&

-

o L



:f‘Han sre goode-nstured shecp wiih car:iuurousiinstincti, ready te follow
each shepherd armed with stick sud watghdng, hut also ready te kill Qpé#
the ghephet&'u command. {(Quoted fron le,nus von Breun's biography.)’

vLet ug tie on to the forgibly construed Liblical allegory of the Barom
von Braun! Just ss the revenous wolf does not decome s harmless vegetarisn,
no war-minded von Braun with Prussian teronial blood in his veins can evsk*

L)

become an innocent lamb. Not even the shrewdest gseribbler in ordinary cen

-

scconplish such a change.”

Hissing in Reinickendorf. * ‘

This chapter brings details about the rocket sctivities on the
Rocket Field Reinickendorf sud emphasizes the monopely thet the German
Ordnance Department exercised. Rudolf Nebel {& mentioned as stating that
bis group iz buildiog a supér rocket for the German army which will make
srtillery and bomber plaves nbsolete. ’

An extensive review of Tslolkovsky's publicstions and idess is given,
fellawed by & chrooclogical account of impoertent milea:anes in rocket
histnry. Amn§§g¥%é§§¥§§2§§%g rth {s mentioned as having worked slready in
1917, on ‘#n "Englend rocket® destined to carry & paylosd of 20.000 1&3 ‘

of c:plosivai into the English populat{on. Dornberger {2 an unseruputbut

mili:lrint, appninted by Col. Becker to "become the blacksmith of dangerous
mess innihilating weapons'. According to Mhder, Dornberger advised the
yaung van Braun ia 1932 to become & member of the boarﬁ of directors of the .

SQciety ‘for Space Travel in order to place a feliabla informant among :hi:

arized private rasea:éh.

&)

group. rhe Cerman Reichswehr £inally prohibi:s unsuth
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‘“Thc'éreedy hends of éerman militarists killed the peaceful development

of rocket production and 8 development :rend which would have ensbled

Germany to become a member of the lapding avd respected rocket nations.
| while drawings, samples of materials, patent files, and licences

ed
disappeaq’{n the vaults of the Reichswehr, the German Ordnance Department

started in the year of Wernher von Braun's appointment with its test series
ro.

;;_ on the restricted shooting ranges of Minich, Meppen, Stolp, and Britz. hdl

s :

¥, . The world public no longer besrd cf -l .a."

._ . f;‘.
Minister (Ret.) on the Proul 4 Sroeads .
This chapter illustrates v'si: ol ¥agnus von Braun 8t Kummersdorf,

where he attends & successful static test firing. Mader goes to great lenjt:

to ghow Magnus von Braun as ‘an “imminent mzxhe part of the NAZI.bigwiz

finance group", who 'supports a+tidemocratic principles, favors the asceut to
power of the mess seducing Braunauer (Ritler)”, 1is involved in corruption scanda
and‘brings his publie cﬁreer "to a shemeful énd‘ in 1932, which does not -
prevent him, hovever, from "usin; his far-reaching influence in the

Banking Committee to direct ia 1933 to 1938 four billion German Mnrk into

the channela of military rocket development to the benefit of his lon

*
:;:-

... Doctor Thesis: “Top Secret'’.

-

“Piles of books were set ablaze. Lads in brown uniforms threw the loot

of cheir pillaging raids and domiciliary scarchings into the flames. In their

yyy
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swn way, the fascists squared with the best crpationg of the human mind.
The binzn of fire {lluminated the Frielrich @ilhelsm University at 5eriin.
itler n cohorte started to destroy science and culturau

| Surroun&ed by loudly scclaiming antisenites, storm troopers made Jewiel
s#ienttets scrub boots and pavemeal with tooth brushes,

| The friedrich Wilhelm Undvers’iy warc ong nf the first to ban democrats
s%ﬂ pscifists from its staff {omed: rtel} after Hitler 8 rise to pover., ggw
atutdy men kook their place uho wive sajer to push themselves into the
fcreg:aund,“

A detsiled and smearin; rTepor. on variousep:afessors follows. The -‘;
Iﬁsﬁitute for Defense Politics is comparec to & training center for
nrobber knights and pilferers to become future fascist oppressors'’.
Among the new gcademic staff of “arisn supermen', the student Wernher
von Braun is getting eround, atrending various c1a§aea. slso lectures on the
impact enexgy of projectiles.
“An impact energy of st least § kg ic required to break human bones,
16 mkg t@.quhh them thereu il ~ cors lvays vefer to the naked human
body = ; 17 mkg to break and 33 mk - to smssh the bones of horses.
~W§rnhe: von Braun found this cold, cai&ulatng manner quite impressive,

the given destructive forces, howerer, diaapp&nxinglg gmall. His :héugh:s
circled around & xockst faster then the sound; ft would cause with ita payload
of 1000 kg of dynentite destructions of an uanconceivable extent at . prnxelecteé
taréét, Ee devoted hib entire love to this project. With such rockets it would
be possible to al;minatc-ﬁhp fnierioy wotioss surrounding Germany {n such

& thaiaugh msnner that #ll previcus evperiences of the ballisticians would

-

-
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! ‘ soeﬁt completely outdated.
Y " A year later, time hed cors S5¢ .. Trofessor Dr. Becker to have the

till missing doctor's title pre'r,'w ty s favorite. The treatment of the
candidate Wercher von Brauu = Lo oagia with the subject of his thes:l.l and

#néludtig his promotion = illustrales the state of prcs.itucion that Cerman

& X

ccience already attained in 173%.
: Tﬁe Federal Minister (Ret.) Ifz-.;,nc:'s vor Breun had had quite some trg’v‘;x"r;le
vith his son. Wernher even confessed this ouce:

‘47 believe my school educatiorn was uscless. I attended the French .
Gymnesium in Berlin where only Frenach was spoken «... My weakness was in ‘
Vthe‘ field of mathematics. But 1 flunked not tm:ly in mathematics, but also
in physics' Wﬁiﬁ‘&‘zmmm As reference Spgndauet
Volksblatt, a West Berlin newspaper, .glate September 17, 1959, is given.).

This prompted Magnus -‘of coiirse without regard to additional costs -
to have his son: trimed in the Boardin; School of Ettersburg near Weimar
and later steered ghtough the cliifs of grad‘uation in a private school
fog' the ciildren of well=to-do parents on th'e.North Sea island of Spiekerocog.

<Wheth'e;hthe mathematical-physical block in Wernher von Braun ever
\iari'i.shed {s impossible to find out, even with the greatest effort, because
the legendary myth that he 1s pro.notingl always veils this sore spot. 1f one
Awould trust the dsta of the West Germsn Munzinger Archives, one would be

'foolcd by the following tale: . . %

‘Stimlnted by his mother, von Braun was alteady interested 1n ‘sstronomy

‘as a child, read the books of rocket pioneer Oberth, and built firework rockets

i 'H_e"ia.ttended s High School in Berlin and later the Be‘i'mann Lietz School on
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;f{: .. ’j According to thig, Wernher von Braun uould have been & child grodigy

.A in'pa:hematics and physics, ahtle to digest Clerth's books already before
aefeeding yigh aceool, Beeides, this‘v;rsion contradicts the report of his
precééf ﬁiographer CGartmann, who evidently makes Wernher von Brsun read
Oberth only 1n 1930, after graduation. This was noj specisl aecomplishment
whatsoever, since Hermann Oberth's book 'Roads To. Spsce Travel" requires Very
little knowledge of mathematics and each stu@ent in the first semester can
understand it without any effort. )

At any rate, efter six semesters of engineerino and physics at the =
‘Technieal Universities Berlin and Zuerich as well as the Friedrich Wilhelm
University, the young baron had rothing more to show for than his pre-
exsminetion. But of course, this did not matter. Professor Becker smoothed the
way:fer his admission to the pfomction exercises. On April 16, 1934, Wernhei
von Braun handed Professor Becker the thesis which was supposed to bring him

: theilong desired doctor's cap. He had chosen a long, bombastic and non-
commitcal ticle-" Coristructive, Theoreticel, and Experimental Contributions to
the Problem of Liquid Fuel Rockets'.

If we use this example @s touchstone for the credibility of such personal
stories ‘as the ones written by Gartmsan, who proclaims: 'His imanination dtd '

'not know any limits. He was dreaming of and revelling in boundless splc.

flights == Wg cannot 1nsuc a certificate of true reporting to von Brtun s

E

literary mlnnelingerl. -
" Alresdy the introduction to the doe;offs thesis, which was kept secret

forideeades, makes the dream of the early cosmic goals of Wernher von Braun



burst iikc s soap bubble. The very first sentences of his thesis read
Qa followss

" tmhe ugse of the rocket principle in ertillery can be traced ba;k‘tc'
mucﬂ earlier days th;n~:he use of camnons. If nevertheless during the last
century rockets were almost compleicly supcrseded by heavy srtillersy, ‘ .
this has two main ressons

& 3 ) A

. 1) the use of smokeless powder improved ‘the range {of cannons)

compared to black powder réckegs; T

2) the new rifled barrels made higher target accuracy than that

of ordinary rockets possible.

However, also the rocket has ;rest advantages compared to hesvy
artillery. Complete lack of hiygh bsrrel pressures and recoil permits £iring
of large rockets from extremely 1iahtweight pedestals. Furthermore and
at least theoretically, rockets can attain optionally high end velocities.

1f we want to use these adventages of the rocket, it is necessary to
regain or even surpass the pro;ress of heavy artillery in renge and £light
stability. Increase of firing rarge poses {irst the thermodynamic problem of
efficient1§“;sing high-energy fuels for rockét propulsion and second the
problem of well-designgd li;htweight construction. The increase in flight
stabiiity and target accurscy, if aa sctive guidance system with gyroscopes
is Qsed becomes mainly & proble~ o7 }.LQ-r*eci;ion mechanics. secesseies

. Thc future importance cf liciid {uel vockets lies in reaching 3rente:
and 3rect¢: distances, which cantot he reached in any other way aud thus

juitify extensive developmert work. ... The present thesis can only bc

considered as @ contribution to tie physical and engineering problems to be

stic 1iquid fuel rocket. +.» 1O BTLAY withir

HS2

solved in developing a usable balli
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e tigid line of development, an evirly catencive treatment of individull
L testl has been avoided, ' (Cuoted irom reprint of doctor's thesis of ﬂ%v.n )
e : to pursue
Seeing this clear-cut object.ve ©. vOR Lraun s dissertationiyxpuxBulxy
the interest of Hitler's armed forces, we €on only explain the often attemptec
forsing of the original purpose of Yernher von Braun's rocket research in
NATO countriec by sssuming that the now American rocket engineer withheld
£rap‘h1: staff of writers his first thgsis, vhich shaped his career, or;;hat

his biographers {ntentionally ignored this tﬁesis.

But this is not a&ll, the public has & right to hearpbout the circumstances

S

i3

'surrounding this unususl exercise of conferring a doctor's dezree. . ¢§

R 103
‘(

On February 21, 1934, Col. Professor Dr. Karl gmil Becker, accompanied
by a captsin of the Intellizence fgency of the War Ministry, appeared in
the spartment of the Dean of the School of Philosophy of the Ffagdfich Wilhelm
University, the philologist Dr. Wilhelm Horn, Bayernallee 6; Berlin-Charlotten~
burg.

Becker immedistely explained that they needed Dr. Horn's help in &
promotion p:ocedure .which had to be kept top. secret in the.interest of
Germany. A certein candidate was supposed to be conferred a Ph. D. without
neither the staff of the Philosophical Faculty nor the students or outsiders
hearing sbout it. While Becker talked, the captain of the nlntelligenco
Service mechanically exsmined the study of Professor Horm. -

. . !;?«
:”ﬂ Hotn voiced some objections sgainst the unusual proposition. Hﬁitcupon Begk

I

disgruntingly explained to him that the Army Cormand had already obtained
€ ‘ the consent of the President of the University. As already mentioned, the

fescists hed sppointed Eugen Pischer, the odious racist, President of

- Ys3
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the UniversiCy! It was agreed that Professor Horn would confer with the

¥

president.‘

Becker was absolutely sure of his case. lie accepted Wernhexr von Bsaun l
rocke: thesis and arranged for the twenty-two year old to receive his prsmotiou
cer:ificats on July 27, 1934, which authorized von Brsun to Carry the
ti:le "Doctor of Philosophy" The certificate was gigned by Presidenc Fischer
and Professor Horn. None of them ever saw one line of the doctor’ 8 thesis.

In fac;, it actually was the Army, who clapped the doctor's cap on Wernher von .
BtAuh after giving it the highest grade veximium'. Neither Prof. Fischer-

nor ?rof Horn, but Major General Prof. Schumann, one of von Braun's

-,,«-'*1

militaty teachers, msrked in the top secret university files:

| 'According to sn agreement between the War Ministry and the Prussian
Ministry for Science, Culture, and Education, the thesis is classified gecret;
it 18 kept in the files of the War Ministry, reference WaPrwZ Az 37
(Dissertstion von Brsun " Constructive, Theoretical, and Experimental
COntr;butions to the Problem of the Liquid Fuel Rocket')

Grade: eximium. °
. ‘q.\

]

' Apfil 4, 34 ' signed Schumann.'

?us the conspiratorisl secrecy even went farther. The only document
tﬁat the Friedrich Wilhelm University presented to the title~crazy Wernher
von Brsun, the doctor's certificiate, co staired a falsification. Ihe brssd
subjecs of the thesisfwss reduced to the insi’nificant formula ‘On Fi:iua
Tesss};‘ﬂernhet von Braun had to put up with the fact thet neither he ner h.s

wWas

thssis wews included in the Yearly »nllht?r of German Universities., Finally,
1tc_the militar¥ Intelld nce_ﬁgrxicﬁﬁ

Haja: Genersl Schumann even gave orders 123 report 1mmed ately an%Lp

sy

AR
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asking ;or von Braun's thesis. The maiun concera was not just to keep the.
thetilAlccret, althouzh this was o2 of the reasons, but to hide ths anti~
humnﬂe charscter of the thesis from the public. -

'In all NATO countries this shominable fact still 1is ome of the best
kept secreés of Huntsville. It is gi nificant that‘ﬁernher von Braun called
himself IQter - even today this falsification is kaiik happily going on =

' Doctor of Science. | ; S
Why @ll this forgery? The redPor is quite evident° wernher von Braun
is trying by all means to be eonsidered 2 sciencist wha is pursuing -
useful resesrch. Butthis he has never Ibeen. He who claims to study seriously
the problems of space travel, did not even use for his so~called thesis the ﬁ
major internationally known space and rocket literature published by Professor
Ziolkovsky, whose writings ere not even mentioned in the bibliography xax of
von Braun's dissertation. For Werrher von Braun, the genius Ziolkovsky was
8 Russian, s Soviet of the lower races,\wblgf #5% crestive achievements,
8s Wernher von Braun wastaught at home, at school, end at the University.
In SOYEEE Russias at that time, :oun; and xexazk enthusiastic scientists,
revere& by all Soviet people, staziv ro solvz the complex problems of
rocketry and space travel, while ii Geriay a small war-crazy group, claiming
mon&ﬁol} 28 expgftp, stopped the rocket development that did not serve thelz

class-conscious gosls. ' E

' A glance into the German Paten: Fe;ister reflects this process. In the

broad category of ‘rockets and resction type propulsion systems operated by

O , %
combustion glael' the following rumber of patents w:zn registered in Germany:

-
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_i" Year Number of Patents

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935 '
1936 .
1937
1938

A RS Lt 0 L e ©

i?It'also should be noted';hat aftei.1933, upon request of the “Reichs=
wehr" and later of Hitler's Armed lorces, a publication of patent applications'
was usually delayed 3 to 5 yeaxs, if the patent holder - after heipg,exPBsed
to qﬁite some pressuﬁe - gtill insisteé on the publication. *;
A peaceful rocket development in Germany, where Col. Becker, Capt.
Dornberger - who in 1935 received an houworary doctor's degree frgm the Technical
University Berlin upon request of the Army - , and Wernher von‘Brauﬁ with

his'pnusually conferred degree determined the trends of development, did not

£1nd any support at s11."

The First Dead. , .

Chapter brings details of firing test in Kummersdorf, July 1934, that led
to the death of Dr. Kurt WuhmAe, oue of the chiefa of the military rocket
projéct. Mader emphssizes the ruthlessness xam of von Braun, who regards thig
accidnnt ‘with mixed feelings", because it removed one of his competiéors. The
only potential competitor gtill left, 1is Rudolf Nebel and Mader implies that
von Braun is starting an ingenious intri;ue against Nebel by bdlaming him as

a Je v implicaeting Nebel's Jewish tride who finally ends up 1n a concentrat101

o 1—/5"é>
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camp and {8 lstexr killed at fuscavicz. :
“Whtnher von Brsun laughed in his sleeve. Tha intriyue succeedsd, s¢ ha
had hoped After ull, he vas 8 pedigreed member cf ﬁha master race, # ‘
descendsnﬁ of @ Pruasinn feudal family, wio for ceaturies had thought and
acted extremely antiaemi:ic;‘Rnxxaxinxxxmgxia Quite some time ago, the
eeréias of nobility, immersed in class avd réga snobism, had already joined
Hitlar s 55, the black blood oxder ol vazisn. Already st that time, 261 mambera
of the nobility belonged to che olilicoys Qorps of the $§5, among them seven |
princes and 39 barons. 260 timas the liztle word "weon' preceded the -
classifications of rank of S5 ;roup lesders, sﬁlbrigade %gaders etc.‘rhé .
extremist right ultra-Cermau ~obility gaehered‘kerviiely arcund Bitler and
#immler. The von Brauns werc not Ti&sing.
 The Oberwiesenthal Baron Magaus von Ersun ,albo danced atteadauce in the s&x
staff of the high-flown Reichsfuehrex 85 Heinrich Himmler. Having reached a
high age, Beron Magnus von Brauu s.111 rejrets that he personslly talked to
the most brutsl mess murderer of sli times only once, With delizht he recalls
their meetinz: ‘In the discussion he was extrsordinarily polite and showed
zood manner;f' Neithay before ov after 1945 did M“agnus van Braun have the
slightest pbiections against the 83 organized intellectusl Hitler fawatics. His
approving judgment is summarized i, the formuls: 'Tha.ss cared very much
about imposing sppesarance’, ‘;
Thus, the &rinns von Braun estatlished excellent connections wiﬁh the
new rulers in their brown and bLleck pauts. fxjonkx Thanks to these connections

they pushed Rudelf Nebel out of their way. Wernher von Braun tried lster to hice

his smorasl elbow Jostling. He sent & statement to & Munich Court veferrin;
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to these incidents snd hed it certified in iugust 1961 by an Alsbama
Notary Public M. Wilbourn: | £

i‘"th our Peenemuende asctivities I cé 1zideved Nebel unguited, I hl&
alQayi thpght more of his capahil;ti;s Lo premote things an%?gia qualities
in org;nizing and collectinb conty .Lutions then of his purely scientifie
and techdical accomplishments. ..... The fact_ that his true strength wasg .not
in the technical field, bu; in pusiiing things, qgcepting sgt-backs‘and in -
prepariné the ground, does not dimirish his meriﬁs. Actuslly, it was not
much‘different with Count Zeppelin.' )

No angel could be as innocent &€ tﬁe Baron from Séuerkraut Hiil. He

ststed no more Or no léss that his first teacher was not accepted into the
Peenemuende teasm, becsuse he lackszd scientific and'technical quelifications.
But he did not lose one word sucul tlc role the von Braun family played in
the intrizue against Nebel. To close tue zzron's lapse of memory, &
remarkably timely coincidence has =¢ te merntioned. At the same time when
vebel with his M.S. degree was forced to stay away from the German rocket
development,_ the young Wernher trixd everything to become a member of the
ss. | |

1'Bq must hive préven himself quite well with Hitler's elite. How else
could one explain thié he proudly displayed the insignia of a sé storm

troop leader during the war, a ra. that compares = if at all - to thoﬁlof

SR e

.'Ihc 88 renk of Wernher von Draun was just one step below the last rank

of the mass murderer Eichmanal

CRE
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So fax, this fact for which writte. proof is on file in the War

, . Cmnpensacion Department of the Munich District Court I, has been catc;ully
concealed. Since Wernher von Braur lcutiu: ted nn his oiogtaphern to keep
sﬁrict éilenca on this shameful episode, ané since the success-crazy writers
are anyhaw afraid of. the powers thoi are always noticeable behind Wernher
von Braun, 1 had to look for trustworthy witnesses from those dark days.

| I found Dr. Wilhelm Lat:ema:v, wi~o was drafted into & key position \1:\
t’ne Nazi wveapon resesrch during the second world war. Dr. Lateema‘m wrote
me a letter, in which the most decisive statements speak for themselves:-
'From W. Lattemsnn, ' _ November 11, 1982
ﬁe.umannétr. 8
Darmstadt-Eberstadt

Dear Mr. Mader:

Lesessss From & key position as laporatory chief, I was drafted to serve
in the Air Ministry and at the sanc tinme in the FEP ( Forschung - Research,
Erprobung - Testing, Patente - pateits). ..... I belonged to the FEP of the
Weapon SS and in this capacity T hnd to work on almost all development projects.
I had no contacts uRAKEKSEURX wit‘.; Wernher von Bra\m, 1 was ounly assigned to
mvestigace the case Nebel from a scientific standpoint. To do this, 1
visited Mr. Nebel in his home in Derlin, where we got into a frank discussionm.
Frankly, 1 d1d not 1like the way i: which Nebel had been put or ice. This

opinion was not only bagsed on my conversation with Nebel, but espaciluy on

studies of the documents that I received. It was wen known to us thct: Wemhar

von Braun had at least the rank of an S8 troop leader. <ooo

iHewn
* 1 still remember having read iu a book or an article&w wo:.?n assoclate

-

i
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of ﬁbfﬁhcr von Breaun after the war, that Wernher von Braun liked to we;t"
his s 8. uniform. .

1 hava ne objectiona whatsoever to be named in your documentlty, 1! this
really serves the cause. I have no ambition and do not carry any titles cooos’
) Nebel's teacher, Prof. Herman Oberth, was also excluded from the German

rocket research, which proved waxx to be very advantageous for Werrder vou

Braun, because his knowledge and experience would never have been adequaze

to compete with Oberth. Although Professor Oberth begzed from the faraway

" Roumanian Mediasch to be ellowed just to help design the war rocket of the

nazis, he was not called. The section of the Ordnance Department, commandec. .
by Colonel Becker, the friend of the von Braun family, declared tha:.'Obafﬂ'ﬁ
is & Roumanian citizen and therefcre caunot bte edmitted to work on the

top secret development projects.' Proiessor Oberth resigningly dictated

his chronicler:

"The §erman rocket scientists. e “o far had been in close cont:éct
with their foreign colleagues, dic =0 le.er or only evasively answer any
questions "from foreign colleajuas, 3nd the ties between the German and
foreign rocket experts brokc .... Tae curtsin had gone down, but strangely
Oberth had remained outside. ie wés aol allowed to work on secret develdpment
projects.

‘ Wernher von Braun, following the casket of Dr. Wahmke, saw himsclt
advancing a good deal. wuhmke was oa his way to the grave, Nebel on hlu way
te the dungeon, Oberth out of tae country. The road lesding to his ptnsentinb

the war rocket to Hitler was opeu sEiifer ...,

This kwaes just the beginnin:. Shortly afterwards, in the year 1936, Hitler

440
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appointed the 24year old Weruher vor Braun, who was still engulfed in
seientifﬁc puberty,but a reliable rezi and well verged in cnnapiracy,
28 technical director of the most spaculative untertankins of its :tma

and put him,in charge of the glant experimentsl grounds of death.“

. ¥
a x

On_the 'Forbidden Island'.

The opening paragraphs give & ini& description of the hectic
sctivities to establish the Peenemuende Rochet Tenter. Referencs is mmde'
to Heinrich Luebke, the present President of the Federal Republic of
Germany, who worked for @ facilities plaraing groupkt end "established the
maiegigl basis for Ritler's ovevs: (. . 31 acstacy; and shuffled armamant

funds liks »mﬂdt“.

| Mader breaks Peenemuendc teas inte three categories with “different
attributions of guilt in produtiu; itler's rockete., First of all the
consciocusiess alique arvound Dornberger and vou Braun. Secondly, & wide
circle of scientistc and engineers, who afte° recognized rather esrly the
criginal cheracter of the untertaking, but had not enough courege to leave.
Thirvdly, ghe big‘group of people who had to dgciﬂe batweed assignmeng to
the frah: of to lﬁ armanment related job's |
Hhrnher von Breun is shown as gathering outspoken fascists around him. &
P
"nr. ztna: Stuhlinget represents the type of scientist) who intentian&liy
placel himsclf at the service of asppgressors. In ?eenemnenﬂe he balonged to
tha von Eraun cirvele and calculated trajeetorias for Hitlar, on which
gupposed to hit the densely populatad
uhlinger is standing without

- Yel

S oot o0 eicios. T‘Dd'}'l the st‘utt"azc born S
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P homc country in the United States next to Wernher von Braun. Stuhlinger v
assumed the name 'Mister Apex" and is computing with his worn=out nbaci .
new mlll murders. The terror,that he helps to spkread, has become hic A
elixir ;f life." .... List of former and present key members of tesm. Q
follows. 1nc1ud1ng Eberhard R;:s, Walter Riedel, Dru/?hlter Thiel,
Arthu; Rudolph, Dr. Rudolf Hermigﬁ. Dr. Hermann Kurzweg, Ludwig Roth,
Dr._steuding, Prof. Buchhold, Prof. Vieweg, Dr. S einhoff etc. Mader
éali‘thgm "perfidious fanatics andAagg;?ssive rocketeers, ?ent on‘murdeﬁﬂﬂ

Y

i,'RaBid Plans. ' .

T

Hitler is shown in November 1937 as discussing with his generals the
concept of the mext war, while von Braurn, firmly settled in Peenemuende
and trying to keep Oberth out of the rocket conclave, arranges for him to
tea;h at the Technical University of Vienna. Oberth leavesRoumanis for
Vienna and “becomes a traitor of his country'. |

After Hitler's return from the invaded thl_Cziechoslovakia, tie wants
to inSpect‘Efs “"arsenal of wictorious weaponi" &nd visits the
Peeneﬁuende fesearch colony in compény of Licutenant General Prof. lecke:.
Wernher von Bragn-in shown as convincing Hitler of the necessity to have
rocketAWeapons for his “econquest of the world. Well chosen party platitudes f:3:
the hectic repertaire of the 10th Party bay ia Nuremberg, mixed with

stratcgic speculations and 8 minimm ot rechnical dats servilely prcsentcd

- did no: £ail to achieve the calcul ted effect. The following statie £1ring

remnineé just @ thundering sta.c prop".

-f Continuins prepsrations for Hitler's attack in 1939 are illustrated.

_Z/ég
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Upon ‘declaration of war on September 1, 39, tue entire "areedy von Braun

© family is truly elated". Sigismund von Draun, "the former spy apprentico under -
the attachc mask at the Hitler Embassy in Paris”, has been appointh ;o the
"“master race ntaff of the General Consulate in Addis Abebbs, wvhere he is
enjoying life in @ fasctist-occupied #frican state'. The younjest brothcr
Magnugmis studying chemistry '"to te 8-« ¢o ioin the srmament production.
on the home front". Wersher vor Tri: {3 =ujuying enother success. The
"brown and Braun rocket pro.ram " gth top priority and thus, for Wernhet?von
Braun, the sluice gates sre opc- o [OT enormous Tesources in money, material
and manpower at a time ‘when the Geracr people have to be grateful for

rations of ounces of preserves and coffee ersata".

A Report is Reachin: Oslo,

Mader describes in detasils his cfforts to clarify the secrets of the -
0slo report, an anonymous letter depicting Peenemuende projects, German

radar defelopment etc.; letter hed -cen dropped into mailbox of English

.y e Lot
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Embassy at Oslo in October 39. At grest lengtﬁ, Rrziix statement of British

%

official 1is Quoted who testified that he received such & report in November 39,
. but that sender coulzd never be identified , in spitc of all effortl of tha

British Secret Service. Mader claims after personal 1nves:igations. thlt it is

]
[

almos: certain that Dr. Hans Heinrich Kummerow, an anti-fascist, who rctnsed to
» -tosc\s'l' arvaa madiat .
suppot: the t development through his vork and inventiont, wag

sendct o£ this letter. Kummerow and his wife, both 1nspired by the ideals
of x degocracic, peace=-loving Germany, are shown working against the nazis

and ending i{n & concentration camp. However, no proof whotsocever for these
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fscts or assumptions is given. Entire incident is used to compare the
. {deslistic , suffering Kummerow with "Faseist playboy type von Braun".

"ile the 30 year old sun-tanucd 22d corefree von Braun is crui;ina
in his‘luxury yacht on the Baltic, fagcist torturers are thrashing thavpllt
Dr. Kummerow after dragging him out of his dark cell. .

wWhile von Braun lets his {infatuated secretary , Hannelore Bannasch,

~warm his blood, the vociferations of the Gestapo investigators are shpckiﬁg
the young mother Inge Kummerow, whom they forc? to face the glaring &
f£loodlights.

While von Braun on his business trips is frequenting‘questionable
apartments with his part-time fiancee, the capricious Dorothee Brill, the ’ﬁ
separated KummeTows 8re tremblin=g 1:fe of their children &nd |
that ;f members of their fam: iy =4 Loaand Jeloads.

thile von Braun lets champajne toztles pop in 8 victory=-confident cercle,
plain potatoes already were & treat for Dr. Xummerow, imprisoned in a moist
cell.

The German people produced a Verauer vow Braun, who = as he proved later -
was always‘étlling'fB sell his natiopality fo; egoistic motives, but it also
produced a Dr. Kummerow, who sacrificed his life for a happy future of Germany."

';A,list of German people follows, who are prosecuted and shipped to
concentration camps b;cause they fouzht again;t'fascism. Execution'6