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On January 19 Mr.Winchell sent you a- =~

Dear Mr Hoovers

letter, I have just received the copy with several

pencilled changes, which he asked me to call to your o //.
: - L e
attention. - ST
S, . N"\
On page 1, a correction in the o f*%i
second l4ne should make it read: "Airport Develop~ - . . *.
o ~ o~ ComLl
ment Program,® eta, e E
' On page 2, it should read (middle % ‘F
of page last sentence} He told me he was bound for/“""’ —— K
necife,
| - % -
I hope this ia clear, S
sincerely, ,g": ) s
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In the absence of the Director, this

vill acknowledge receipt of your letter of recent
dﬁta. T

I have carefully noted the content of

your letter and you Bay be assured it will recelve
appropriate consideration, :

Sincerely yours, ’
Yor the Director

ot T

Edward A, Tamm
Assietant to the Mrector
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Uhy hnt U-ltor '1nch011 m.stigntnd? nu comon
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, up% L en e Tem
O Miad e wacbe
Re: WALTER LI, BROADCAST Toto. Meem
January 2L, 1943 (o

Miss Seehm -

Kise Sandy -

The following items, which appear to be of interest to the Burean,
re comented on by Mr. Winchell in his broadcast on the above date.

we
N
N l. Denaturalization Proceedings, Alien Enemy Control.
Q Margaret F.:(Soidel

Mr. Winchell stated, "On January 16 the Associated Press reported
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was holding Mrs. Margaret

F. Seidel, 36 years of age. Mrs. Seidel was in the trusted employ

of Andrew Jergens, my sponsor. She is being held for investigation
of violating the Enemy Alien Act. Mr. Jergens, stated the Assoclated
Press, aided the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the investigation.
This is to further report that Mr. Jergens cooperated fully with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation many months ago, on camplaints about
Mrs. Seidel turned over to John Edgar Hoover and Mr. Jergens by this

newsboy.*

As you will recall, Mrs. Seidel was apprehended on Jamuary 11, 1943-¥ 3 |
a dangerous enemy alien, violating the alien enemy traveling regulations, in
at she did travel from Ios Angeles, California to Cincinnati, Ohio, without = .’
proper permit. The Department is fully aware of the facts in this case and _
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2 Mr. Winchell commented, "That Bureag of ‘I‘nve-sugauqn;wiu
institute denatwralization proceedings agalnst & great muber of ;
S pie: bEsTRUYEDnaturalized Americans accused of aiding the enefdd T36 948ight will
= - also be turned on their influential Washington, D. C. backers.”

40 SEP 141964 P 8 M
As you are aware, the Department has bedn conducting consolidatedf -

denaturalization proceedings in New York City against the leaders and mesberxs of

the Cerman-American Bund. Cases are proceeding at™the present time in N )N

New Jersey, and will start in Philadelphia on the 25th of this month. The exact

significance of Mr. Winchell's remark, that the spotlight will be turned on their
influential Washington, D. C. backers, is not known and is not apparent from the
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MnoFérdum for Mr. Ladd o | o Page 2

3. TWar Frauds.

Mr, Winchell states, "The War Department tamorrow will issue subpoenaes --
against several persons comnected with Wright Field for collecting -
graft. ,The Federal Burean of Investigation and Lieutenant Colohel

© W1lli am O'Dwyer,. the rormer District Attomey in Brooklyn, uncavareﬁ
the dirty work . h. . i

Apparently Mr. Winchell 10 talking about en investigation being' con=

erning thelBaker-Lockwood NP VT Mgy JER g s S,
ducted concerning er-Lockwood Manufacturing Campany, uu.urpura.ueu, Kansas

City, Missouri. On DeAcember 18, 1942 the Bureaun receivad a memorsndlm n'om the
War Frauds Um.t of the Depar’anent. requesting an _ipves
he :

Was consp :
5 oD & on a 53,667,050.00 contract for
airplane shelters. Through the manipulation the Baker-Lockwood Comparny
received the contract and the othexr firms in iracy submitted high blds
so that the Baker-Lockwood Company would be the successful bidder. As you are
aware; the investigation of this matter ie contimiing at the present time and the
Department is fully aware of the developments., ILieutenant Colonel O'Dwyer, as
you are aware, has advised that the investigation resulted from an inguiry, which

apparently was and other Air Corps Investigators concerning the
activities of

Le Matters of General Interest to the Bureau.

Mr. ¥inchell mentioned that the sedition cases against thirty-three
persons now under indictment will be tried by United States Attorney Genersl
Biddle. William Powell‘Maloney, who did the foundation work will, eccord:lng to
Mr. Winchell be appointed Chief of the Trial Division of the Departnent o.f. Justice,

Mr. Winchell mentioned that Thurman Arnold of the Department of Justice
is slated to go on the Bench of the District of Columbia Superior Court next month.
He steted that Attorney General Biddle will cont.inue the vigorous campalen against
1llegal price fixing comhines. .

Mr. ¥Winchell remarked concerning the activities uhich t.ook place on
the floor of Congress pertaining to Congressman Houston of Kansas and Congressman
Claire Hoffman of Michigan. Mr. Winchell stated that Congressman Houston challeng-
ed Congressman Hoffman to prove his libelous comments or "shut-up®. According to
Mr, Winchell, Congressman Hoffman demanded among other things that Walter Winchell
and the Department of Justice be investigated by Congress. According to Mr,
Winchell, Mr. Hoffmen in a one hour tirade carelessly stated that the thirty-three
persons indicted for sedition were persecuted, not prosecuted. Mr. Winchell said
that Congressman Houston replied, "Mr. Hoffman, did you mesn to state that the
Americans on those Federal Grand Juries were part of any conspiracy when they
indicted and convicted those who championed sedition? Do you mean that the
convicted George Sylvester Vierlck, William Dudley Pelley and all the others, some




Memozandum for Mr. Ladd _ Page 3

Cey

of who admitted their guil! were persecuted? I say it is a good thing that
somebody did investigate them. T say they ought to be thankful that we have
citizens who have the boldness and sagacity to strike out against these enemies
of our country.® According to Mr. ¥inchell Congressman Houston continued, "that
we should all praise the Department of Justice for taking action. I say these
people who are working against these enemies deserve better treatment than to be
slandered and vilified on the ﬂoor of Congress,* According to Mr. Winchell,
Congressman Houston presumed that’Congressman Hoffman turned his fire on the
wrong persons, Congressman Hoffmsn should be mad at the conspirators, not the
reporters who dug up the facts or the prosecutcrs who acted. on it.”*

Mr, Winchell remarked that the investigation or the Black Market in
meat will start in Congress tomorrow afterncon at 12:00 P, M. He further
stated that the public is asked in the meantime to withhold blaming the butcher
and the vholesalers. He stated, "it is alleged that a stupid OPA regulation
forces them to se]_'l. at 231¢, meat that costs them 271¢ to produce."
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¥ N EDGAR HOOVER
B A

| EpaAR H e A ; CC-!S?V Mr. Tolson
s - TR Mr. B. A. Tamn
s, Federal Bureau of Investigation Me, Clets
r. Glavia___
Hnited Siaies Bepariment of Sustice -2 Mr. Ledd____
. Mr. Niebols
Mashington, B, ¢. Mz, Rosen .
: : My, Trasy
February 1k, 1943 _ Mz, Carson
. : "Mr. Cofley
: Mr. Hendon
' Mr. Eramer
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAD Mr. McGuire
: LT Mz, Earbo
Re: 'ALTERQINCHELL BROADCAST - Mr. Quing Tamm__
February 14, 1943 . . : Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss Beahm
Miss Gaady

i

The following items, which appear to be of interest te
the Bureau were commented en by Mr. Winchell in his broadcast on the
above date. .

[N

-]

1. Reg:lat.raﬁim Act, Sedjtion, and related matters

L4

Mr. Winchell stated that, "Among the very first persons accused by
this newsboy in 1933, was a man named Robert Edward Edmondson of

New York and Pennsylvania, because ef a suspected connectien with
Nazi propagandists. At the time, I was called hysterical, an
alarmist, a war monger, and other things for doing so. This is te
report that Robsrt Edward Bdmondson, who is among the thirty-thres
indicted for alleged sedition, finally admitted that link last week.
In a District of Columbia court, Edmondson said that he had exchanged
propaganda material with the Kaxi World Service of Erfurt, Germany.
Edmondson also admitted to the prosecutor, that is the Departaent of
Justice prosecutor, that he had accepted free service on German liners
before the war for his exchange of propaganda material, and that this
servics was arranged for him by the German Consul in New York City.*
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x " Memorandum for Mr _add ‘ ‘m , Page 2,

Iou will rocall that Goouo Sylvestor Yi.oml; was convicted on
March 5, 1942, for filing filse registration statements in violation of |
Section 233 (o), '1'11'.1. 22, U. S. C. (The McCormack Ac:._), _and was nntonco%

to serve & term of from iwo to six years , and fined $1,500. Viereck is i
also under indictment at this time along with thirty-twp other ' '
i ,

Mr. Winchell stated, "3acramento, California. United States Attorney
. General's ruling against Harry Bridges was sustained im a California

Federal Court this week. Harry Bridges was ordered deperted by the

Department of Justice. His appeals will continue in the higher

courts, This 1s to remind listeners that this reporter was the

very first to expose Harry Bridgoe' comnmnistic activities in the
- United States.™ ‘

The Bureau has, » of course, been fully advised at all times as to
the Bridges developments, including the ruling in the California Federal Court
referred to by Mr. Winchell.

3. Matters of Genersl Interest v

Mx. Winchell stated, "To the Editor of the New York Herald Tribune:
In last sunday night's broadcast in the story of counter espionage,
there was no mention of the G-men or the FBI. I distinctly said
'Federal authorities'w, i

Mr. Winchell was undoubtodly referring to the Comment he made last
Sunday to the effect that"Federal men dropped the rumor in various hotel
lobbies and offices in Washington that Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill were
away on a trip. Twenty-four hours later the Nazl short-wave radio announced
it. Then the Federal men circulated another phony report, to wit, that
Roosevelt and Churchill were to meet each other somewhere in Canada. Shortly
after the Nasi radio amnounced that too., How the Federal men did it must
renain their secret until l.ft.or the War, but the result was most uciting.

mnl mae hoora becosee a3 e P =t L

eral men have trapped 22 men, some of whom are high in government circles.®
llr. Nichols advised last Sunday night, with reference to this material, that
he believed that Mr. Winchell's remarks were based on a United Press release
with a London date-line that false informajion had been given out by Federal
authorities in Washington, and as a resultfNazi agents had been trapped.
¥

. . . [
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd

Page 3o
Mr. Winchell also remarked, York, Another New York gang war has
broken out. Tony/fato, alissATony the Horse", one-time strong-arm T
hoodlum for C o gangsters 1s in a coma at the Geverneur Hospital
in New York. The police say his wounds may prove fatal. The gangster
was found in a hallway with four chest wounds made by an ice pick,®
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Federal Burean of Inuestination Nl ‘;::"————
Hnited Hates Beparintent of Justice Mr. Niehols
Mr. Ro
‘Mashington, B. & : vl .r,::;——-

JAS:MEﬁ February 21, 1943 :' g::;::
Broadcast 9:00 P.M, : : Mr. Hendos
m-Ct-atred 10:45 Pcua . ’ o ) -
o _ r. Kramaer,
X ' fD - Mr. McGuire
~ * MEMORANDUM FOR MR. IADD er—-— Mr. Harbo_
/(. ' o . V Mrz. Quina Tamm___
£ ) Re: WALTFR WINCHELL BROADCAST ) Tele. Room
Bas 15 ‘ February 21, 1943 ' Mr. Nesse
’ ' Miss Beahm ~
N ' Miss Gandy
N The following items, which appear to be of interest
w to the Bureau, were commented on by ¥r. Winchell in nis broadcast
Ea on the above date.
- ™,
E': . 3_, 22 1. Geman Matters
= -_:&‘ /‘f}erman-American Bund
g Mr. Winchell stated, "Fort Wayne, Indiana. One of the
€2 . 3N convicted Nazl agents sentenced to eighteen months .
= N started a cross~country tour of the nation, accompanied
20N by & United States Marshal. This convict and Bund member
f?-‘ e Y da mao ednacdns anw, Uata etncdns Ha wi 1Y +actd o amadmad
4 . r‘n - bF WViE ou&&‘.tlb L AT A LA W ﬂ&lla-klls. 1% T Aok WGUJ-LJ ﬂaﬂ.hllﬂv
2 —'Q} his best friends in the German-American Bund for the
o= Government at several cities including Cleveland, Chicago, and
: 2 l_U_-! San Francisco. Pirst stop - Fort Wayne, Indiana.®
— ] <
== alorog am |

“1t is believed that the individual réferred to by Winchell in.

ythis comment is Willyfluedtke, who was cne of the twenty-eight- Bund mberé

jndicted in New Yo or conspiracy to violate the-Selective Service Act. =
entered a4 plea of guilty and was sentenced to eighteen months In prisoxu .

Hé Is ngw asslsting the government by testifying in proceedings with

reference iq the denaturalization of members of the German-American Bund.
" It might also be stated that the denaturali{zation of some of these in~-
" dividuals is now underway in Fort Wayne. -
RECORIED SR
2, Commnist Matters & ¢ ' i‘

- INDEXED |
/kNational Maritime Umion kol M - 31l lS 305

Winchell stated as f‘n‘l'lr'-- L34 rh-mi- 4 1L ] -en«nwl Tha
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. following wholloping editorial from jthe St. Louis Star Times
had this to complain about a very s 6117 By 464 Fecen
hearsay allegation that merchant sedmen refused to unload car
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at Guadalcanal and that fighting United States Marines

were forced to unload that ship. The fact, says the St.

Louis editorial, that there was no official verification
and that Admir. alsey of the Navy and Umited States . .
Marines debunked it did not deter such immoderates as s
Representative ClaipfHoffman of Michigan, who, assuming %
the whole truth of the story, took the floor of Congress in
an arm-waving exhibdit of rancor and attack. Mr. Hoffman

and others joined in the vituperatlion and engaged in reck-
less vilifying criticism. They are not above dynamiting
national unity in the midst of a war. What was accomplished?
Nothing but the resentment by the merchant sailors whose
patriotism it impuned, and who are risking their lives in
waters all over the world. It represents the sort of

discord and disunity which Adolph Hitler delights in seeling
among those who oppose him, concludes the editorial from
thehSt. Louis Star Tiges," o

The statement with reference to the allsged refusal of merchant

seamen to unload cargo at Guadalcanal has previously bsen brought to the
Bureau's attention. This story, in which it was alleged that the seamen
ere members of the National ¥aritime Union, was first printed in the
Akron, Ohio, Beacon Journal, and is reported to have been cleared for

/7' release by the Bzacon Journal by Censorship as not revealing anything of
military interest, It was thereafter picked up by, the Associated Press.
and reprinted in thelew York Journal American andfChicage Tribune. A
libel suit has now Been filed by the National Maritime Union against the
Associated Press and the New York Journal American asking damages in the
amount of $2,000,000 and similar suits are contemplated aga.inst the
Akron, Ohio, Beacon Journal and the Chicago Tribune in the near future.
The Director has been kept currently advised of all developments in this
matter. When this story was first published, informatlon was received
that the Fational Maritime Union considered a smear paign against
Censorship for having cleared this story. Mr. Byrorj Price was imediat.ely
fumished with information concerning the possible 4mear campa.ign.

3. Matters of General Interest to the Burea.u.

)Dies Committee _ :
lr. Winchell stated, "Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The cirrent

A o A lm Py ST Bomnwn mus v wad o Tam VT m o mem

1 D 3Uue UJ. wilS l.’J. UUHUULBII, rmula];vaxu.u, UdbllUJ.J-\- u.cuudnwa .
... what it calls the technique of amearing employed by Congress—
. man MartiniDies. The readers of this publicatlion came to
the defense of a very highly respected Pittsburgh businessman .
whose name was included in a list of individuals whom Congress—
man Diea considers guilty of un-American actlvities. The name
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MYemorandum for Mr. Ladd

< .° of this very highly respected hisinessman of Pittsburgh is

+. ~ Omitted by me now and not by any censor, editor or regulation.
7 Mr. Dies did not accuse the highly respected businessman of

' being a Communist nor did he say that this man had Communistic
leanings. Mr. Dies!' chief interest, complains the Pittsburgh °
Catholic, seems to be the fastening of the Comminist label on
anyone he doesn't like and many readers undeubtedly jump to
the conclusion that the Pittsburgh businessman was another
victim of Congressman Dies' color blindness. It would be a
relief, said the Pittsburgh periodical, if the tiresomely’
familiar headline 'Dies Committee Charges! were to be re-
placed just once by the words 'Dies Committee Proves!.®

The Pittsburgh businessman referred to by Mr. Winchell appears
to be Mr. Frederick McKee, who is reported to have been interested in
various peace movements in the United States. He is a wealthy Pittsburgh

Respe ct.ﬁilly,

businessman and is presently of the Comiittee known asfdHel _
Arnerica by Alding England.m
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- , found that out, as yet. He thinks

hell still Talks >
 Of Medal For Hoover _‘

Hasn t Yet Learned Why Congress Won't Give Congress-
' ional Medal To J. Edgar Hoover - ’

«

]

-

Aopposltlon to awarding the Con-
‘gressional Meda! of Honor, to J.
Edgar Hoover, head of the FBL |
again was brought to public at-|
tention Sunday night by Walter
Winchell in his weekly radio
[hmadcast

With all the fac:lmes whxch.
'Mr .Winchell must have at his|
,command for getting the news,
it s surprising that he dees not
funderstand why Mr. Hoover has
pot been given the Congremional
Medal of Honor.

Although Mr. Taber considers

Winchell's attacks as very trivial,
the truth concerning his oppom-g
tion is enlightening. He is simply ;
dpposed to awarﬁmg the medal to*
eivilians, since it is an established
custom that only military men'
be s0 honored. This position is
supported by all war veterans
and by many other members of
Congress.
- Fact is, Winchell 1is trymg te
upset an old tradition in favor
‘of his intimate friend, Hoover.
,Now, Taber and Hoover are
friends, and the former said he
valued Hoover's work as much as
anybody. However, he sees no
reason why a civilian should be
given a military medal.

Winchell said some time ngo:
that Taber was the onl
gﬁsman opposed to a mida for

. He further stated that
. 'T‘:I:fkw!! the only Representa-!-
tive to vote against a medal for
Hoover. A

No vote was . ever taken on aj
medal for Hoover, hence Mr.
Taber could not have voted'
against such a proposal. Speak-
ing from the floor, however, he
opposed this idea. So many Con-
gressmen agreed with Mr. Taber's| :
ieas against setting the prece-|’
dent of awarding a military medal
to non-military men that the pro-
posal was dropped.

But Wincheil apparently hasn't

— L 2
Representanve John Tabersg

#iran - o T

VL that he can make Congress
-a» he thinks. “He wants cover
W have the Congressional Medal

//‘j n P — of Honor.
Ll . - Brelakly Mr. Hoover woulﬂi
- ~ - -

— T ey en;oy a boost in pay.

__.-..’_,__

;l

T,

The Lyons Republican
The Clyde Times
Lyons, New York
November 26, 1942
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2 tHe Foreion service  SEQETT
' OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Communication #313 ' ) AMERICAN EMBASSY R X
- London, Englend
- - February-18y 1943
wr. J. Edgar Hoover " YIA DIPLOMATIC ATR COURIER POUCH
Federal Bureau of Investigation PERSONAL ANBCOWMSTERIES-
Washington, D. Coe ; : T
Avtention: Mr. Eimball
Doear Sir; :
. Reference 1s made to your open csblegram, transmitted

by Western Union and dated February 10, 1943, which advised
thet a United Press dispatch by Robert Dawson, United States
re8s correspondent in London, bad referred to & astory im the

Ul 4w pvisaves ¥

¥
London Daily Sketch stat.i% yhat Allied intelligence agenis
in the United Statea had glven fake reporta of a meeting in

af

LY

|

o Washington and that as a pesult an important group of German

q
e
E};
Pl SR spies wers arrested, You instructed that the writer sesu7o
Iy, any detalls avallable on the background of this atory, and
T advised that you had been unable to verify these facts in
: =t 3  Washington. . :
=Xk For your informstion, therse is belng transmiited =
olipping of this article, entitled *INSIDE INFORMA "
| 1 atch of Jan
o
I e advised. ;
. 8
: ' Very truly yours, ot
Classied ty SBEHLE- Gt . e
Deciassify on: Gﬁ"m"”'yjz_:’/d b : Arthur M. Thurston
. | : Inspector ENCLOSURE
: : ) = : -— e --1
AMT:WGR | . {2.376/5-39]
Enclosure | *RECOR - f B i
1‘%‘;‘0/’/’ n-‘ [y l - - ’
COPIES DESTROYED NN ) — - =1
20  SEv 14 1964 =R i s
'SECHT | A S
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. An important of Naxl
3% % : sinb?ﬂhem:tounh‘
a3 ? in U.S. as a result of the Allies’

complch and deliberate decep-

~/ tion of the Wilhelmstrasse over .
/ the Churchill-Roosevelt meetin L
at Casablanca.  Here is a brie o
lm!ory of the trick which to-day makes Nul : %
uplonqo the world’s laughmg-stock"' r-— RO :
BRI SN e g _
. On January 3, Naxzi pro| ganda gave “flut ’
- mawse—from (they said) a source connected .

¥ with the U.S. Senate Foreign Affairs Committee— ;
} that 2 Churchill-Roosevelt meeting was planned i !
Waslnngton. Europe was l‘ol«l all about it. ... "'
.4 ¥ % S
; o Thereafter the Nazis gave PCI'IOdICII :nfotrna-
Y . tion to Europe of the time of the meeting, Mr.
Churchill’s arrival in Washington, and the su |ecl's _
wscussed As late as yesterday evening, when
ritish newspapers were preparing to announce
:!le facts to-day, German radios were giving
 éircumstantial details of what was happemng.h
| Mr, Clmrcl-ull in Wlshmgron. SRR S
. What tlu Naxis dld not know was tl\at Hu
“ news” ‘of the Washington meeting had -
been planted in certain quarters for two purposes:
(1) To deceive; (2) to trap certain people wh
were expected to pass on the false lnlormatwn an%

so gnre thems;'lvu away* Thay dld. ;'». Gt g
. Altemprs are being made by tlu Germnn ngb

& Commaml to drop tablets containing stron
1 doses of cocaine to the men trapped in Stalingrad.”
A number of planes carrying these cargoec are
“understood to have got througll. :
*

* .
Tlm is bcl:eved lo'bo the first time Hu Nazls
1 have lrtéﬁl‘;ten ro relieve war-stvain in this
lwa by air, though it is known that many of their |
. air pllots in I'h*c blitx on l.‘ondon cu:ued dmgc. -
. Von Sthorer, former Nazxi. Ambasudor to
.. Spain, who was recently recalled, is to become
‘second-in-command of the Ibero-American propa-

gands organisation in Berlln. This is part of the -

move to keep Argentina “ on Ilu fence,” whlcln ‘ ?° 3 6 JRN

we re'.'ea‘ed ncea!!-,- R R -k ERCLO mm} /
% - * . ‘-‘ z * el .- ’

. Von Sthorer is expecl'ed to go to Buenos Alru

DAILY SKETCH

rands thcro——but m the guise of leader of a ] London England

soon fto ammpt to reorganise Nazi prop
‘ sconomic mission ”_so plan for aﬂor-tho-wi

" @rade. Hu utmhn should be watched. .ol ] g'ggﬁg;y , 1943
v '-—-"‘hh
Y Page TWO.
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Federal Burean of Inuvestipation
. Hnited States Bepartment of Justice
< . - ¥ashington, B. &.

DIRECTOR

o March 3, 1943

MEMOERANDUM FOR MR, LADD

ALL JNFORMATION CONTAl‘\!ED

UNCLASSIR WALTER WINCHEML, BROADCAST,
,41__8( ’g 7Y February 7, 1943

On February 7, 1943, Walter ¥inchell stated in his
regular Swunday night broadcast that based on a false report that
bad been planted by|American Intelligence Agents, 22 German sples
had been rounded up.

Roocesevelt ~ Prime Minister Churchill meeting. You advised the writ

| Mr. Tollon

©7 Mr. Ladd

.. Miss Beahm

-

ur- !_- Aa Tlm_
MP. Clegg
Mr. Glavin

|

My. Nicholas

" Mr. Rosen
. Me, Traey
_ M. Carson

. M, |

Coltey
Mz, Hendon
Mr. Kramer

‘Mr. MeGuire

Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quian Tamm__
Tele. Room
Mr. Neasse

Miss Gandy____

L

The purported planted report referred to the President

er that it

had been learned from Walter Winchell that the scurce of his story was G-2. .
You instructed the writer to determine from G-2 if Military Intelligence or

Alr Intelligence had been responsible for this story, if this matter had been
referred to Thursten in London for inquiry, and to find if there was a newspaper
story referring to the meeting which speciﬂcall: stated that the ueting was

in Canada.

Colonel Eissell was contacted to learn
had been roaponaible for this story, and Colonel
in his own organizaticn. He called Colonel Hinman, who is the Assi
of the Second Service Command, Colonel Bissell stated that absolut

G~2 or Alr Intelligence
ssell checked thoroughly

stant, G=-2,
ely the

story did not originate from Washington and that Colonel Himman had emphatically

denied that G~2 in New York had anything to do with it.

I checked with Colonel

Brock who is the Executive Officer for Air Intelligence and was advised bty .

Colonel Brock that no such story or:l.ginated with Alr Intelligence.

Fichols and diapatehed to Thurston:

On Pebruary 9, 1943, the rollowing cablegram was dictated by Mr.

WThe United Press dispatch by Robert|Dawson,{United Press _
correspondent in London, referred to'a story in the London Dally

Sketch stating
) had given fake
an important group of German spies were arrested. Desire
‘sgcure any details possible on background of this story.
your information Bureau unable to verify fa

QZTMM@%/

ed Intelligence Agents in the United States
eports of & meeting in Washington and as a result.

to ..
Yor

oL 14 19“ A)

On the above date, a partial reply to this
Thurston. This consisted of a clipping frem th Logdoﬁ Dd.ly fketch for
Wednesday, Jammry 27, 191;3 and is part of a co N i
In.fomtioa . “cogpm i

TNDEXED
ot} Nt% " “— i 7Y
,1_71 ﬂ“l EX-~4
,r-‘—u.-n-q—“*-y—lrw‘ F— —.‘wr“"'tﬂ _!m"‘—“ "t'aﬂf'T,.a'r TEEETUS ‘F"""'“"“’j-{'"“_""“""*"— ——

Sy




Nemorandum for Mr. Ladd _ Page two

The pertinent parts are quoted belows

"An important group-of Nazl spies have been run to earth
%fu._%;u a result of the Allies' complete and deliberate
ception of the Wilhelmstrasse over the)hurchill-Roosevelt
meeting at Casablanca. Here is a brief ¥istory of the trick
which today makes Nazi espicnage the world's laughing-stock:

* # *

"On January 3,(!!'&5._1_ _propagandagave 'first news'-from (they said)
a source connected with the U. S. Senate Foreign Affairs
Committee——that a Churchill Roosevelt meeting was pla.nned in
¥ashington. Rurope was told all about it.

* » *

"Thereafter the Nazis gave perlodical information to Burope

of the time of the meeting, Mr. Churchill's arrival in
Washington, and the subjects diacussed. As late as yesterday
evening, when British newspapers were preparing to announce the
facts today, German radics were giving circumstantial details
of what was happening to Mr. Churchill in Washington.

= ®

"What the Nazis did not know was that the 'news'! of the Washington
meeting had been planted in certain quarters for two purposes:
(1) To deceive; (2) to trap certain people who were expected to
pass on the false information and so give themselves away. They
did.» .

Mr. Tmrston advised that further inquiries regarding the source of
this report are being made, and that as soon as a report is received, the Burean
will be advised.

1

With reference to your instructions to find a newspaper story alleging
that the meeting was to be held in Canada, please be advised that a complete
review was made of all the Washington newspapers about that time with no success.
However; There was sutmitted to the Bureau a clipping from the New York Herald
Tribune for February 9, 1943 entitled "Winchell's *Trap' Story Is Repudiated by
FBI®, and is sub-titled "U.S. Gave Qut No False Rumors on Roosevelt Trip." This
ar't.icle is date lined Washington, February 8, from the Herald Tribune Bureau and
states that the Bureau denied any knowledge of the Winchell report to the effect
that 22 persons, some of them in high Govermment circles, had been trapped

Re

YT ‘a.n-a{_ TR T _;'?,r?.ﬂ r'glr_-??r--q_—m s _.t& *,ey-,-_--mm”-r- e r‘_gw .:" R TARATIIR A ST T e e i
i3 e N T
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd Page three
when they relayed a message to Gennnny that President Roosevelt and Prime
Minister Churchill were mpeting in Canada. i}

Representative clippings from the Washington papers are attached
for your information. 'As soon &s the further material is received from
Thurston, it will be called to your attention.

Respectfully,

R

Attachment
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éNaznsSpiés Um

‘on Roosevelt Trip.

‘T ONDON, Jan. 37—The " Dally
Bxetch “ineide information®™

- the Churohill-Roosevelt meeting™

" Reviewing Axis propagandists peri-
odical broadeasts hinting thst
Churchill 'was in Washington, the
| Sketch columnist sald that

ﬁ%'f; Elmﬁlmmmor: 00T INED
MLE
DATE ?2;7 'l BYSP9 872 e

, | - Taken from
‘ THE WASHINGTON DAILY MNEWS
January 27, 1943
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Into Fa|se BelleF
Chu_rchn" Was' Here

HE

. . By BOBERT DOWSON - -
LONDON Jan, 27 (UP)—Germa.ny, eompletely

‘misled on the Roosevelt-Churchill conference, heaped:
denunciation on the President today and the Ngzz Vichy!
Radio echoed that “Frenchmen” had hoped they wouldf

spared such new effrontery A8 an Alhed meeting on
French empire goil. -~ - «; - R -
. The London Daily Sketch, dlscussnng the’ complete
ecrecy which protected the conferees at Cazablanca,
said Allied intelhgence agents in the United States had
iven fake ;eports of a meeting in Washington to sus-
wpected Axig agents and as the result “an important

oup of German aples had been arrested o

rman Radao Threo How; Lafe

: It was not untll 8 :m, 1 am., EW”TL three hourl
ot the news had been released to the world, that Ger-"
radios heard here reportedl ‘that the: -President wnd

img Minigter Wisston Chumchil ud ppod gt -CoptFRRE

INCLOSURE
9 - 1/( /5 *-:_?6

. dent, who, they nid. had
ded new bases in the Brit!
pirelnretumzm'mppnut
m&h&z“q: el

~r

ALL INFORMATIOY c‘o:'-noma:ea
HERERE I3 U SE)
DATE BY SES A/ ac.

Taken from
-TIMES HERALD

'&shington, Do c.
Janu 1
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Page 2 - FAKE PARLEY TIP TRAPS SPI RING

t;gmg, Berlin offered, fapiastic

anations today as io why thel
meeting was held at cusbhnu.
instead of Washingten. -

cast it sald that the President ;|
“decidedly di¢ not want Churchill | :
to come to the United Btates, be.
cause of America’s embarrasament
toward the British for the appoint.
ment of Marcel Peyrouton to the
governorship of Algera™ - - -

- Casablanca, the Axis radio as
‘serted, was selected “xfter General
EBisenhower had flown to~ th
ington to present his views.” . .

Berlin also reported that the
Congress was “furious” &t tha
President because he did not ask
its permission to 'leave the coun-
iry, “as President wnm dld after
the Izxst war.”

Germany’s first broa.dcut put-
iing the conference on the right
Bide of the Atlantle merely quoted,
French and German, the fa
at it hadgbeen held and [

es of those who took part. &/ +

ed the news under an :
erdam date, in keeping with the

’Pllcel of orisin ut 131»0"5"“"!5"‘JJ

Innnl:n;llshlanzm.gebiﬁd- P

Cusablanca, that great city of our
empire, deals & severe blow to thef .
who '

‘'ance in French terrl )

‘ « beoples to bleed white while fight-
“Ing against Bolshevism confirms

events in Allied countries.

'nrmuury"tom S
Next the Nazi Vichy radio said:
“The general opin.on was that
Churchill had gonsato Washington
. to confer with the President; but
this time the two statesmen. met
at -Casablanca, The cholce of

sentiments of PFrenchmen,

had believed we would be spared
such new effrontery.”
At 9 am. (4 am. EWTS Berlin &'

January 27, 1943

e | aZlnieinal ”diﬂerenoeu.ﬁw;pn
inot be bridged hav# to camou-

‘fisged by a bombastic meeting

:wlt.h the usial democratic propa-

gands bluff,” this broadcast said.

It was said that the Allied bul-
lesin on the meeting referred to
“offensive action” only to conceal
submarine losses,

“Berlin considers that ail that
is being sald on the offensive ac-
tion subject in Allled declarations
{s mere propaganda,” Berlin said,

As late as 7:15 pn. EW.T. yes-
terday. Berlin was broadca.s

ch stories as: .

“gtockholm — the outcome

e conference in Washington

ing awalted In Iondon

s utmost interest.”

gave iis first commept, in anff-— - T

official German news agency dis-

patch: o .
“Roosevelt’s theatrical pppear-
con-
quered without fighting, was
symbolic of United suta im-
perialism.
"Rnosevelt's st.a.te.ment reg
& desire 10 see the stronges oali-
tion in world history destroyed
* shows s lack of s sense of reality
for which he wil]l be punished by
the future course of events,
“That he wishes the European

that he is one of the greatest
criminals In world history.”)

T
Germany quoted “political quar-

ters” that the situation in North

Alrica and ditferences befween
the “invasion powers" there—-
erica and ®Britain — d!
ench dissidenta” had n L
ted the personal interventiof of
e President and Chm'chm. '

mdl. '.l'lllt'll.ll
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szs Had‘lt T nat ﬂmey Was Here -

Fake TlpS on Churclull
Trapped _German Sples

l! ROBERT DOWSON
Preas Btaf! Carresponden

LONDON Jan. 27-~Germany.

velt-Churchill conference, heaped depunciation on the Premd
today and the Nazi Vichy radio echoed that “Fredchmen
hoped they would be spared such mew effrontery as an Allied

meeting on French Empire soii.®

_The London Daily Sketsh, discussing
the complets secrecy which protected
the conferees 8¢ Casablancs, said Allled
inteliigence agents o the United Btates
had aiven faks renarta of & meeting
ln y W to suspected Axisagents
and ss the result “an impartant group”
of German spies had been srrested. -

It wsa not until three hours after
thenmmreleuedtot.hcwaﬂdmt

right hat Oerman radics reported

g S

that the Presidept and Prime Mintster
had met at Casablancs. .

Bnpdiarbanndl

eompletely misled on the Roose{-;
en
" had

blancs. The cholce bt Cassbiancs,
thntgmteltrotowempm.m:
severs blow: the septiments of

Frenchmen.whohldbelwmdwwum.
bespuedsuchnewe:tromerf }
At 22 m EWT Bm'unnwmﬁut'

Prench territory, ecmquered
fighting, wqmbblhntﬂﬂ.in-,
riamm."
Gummndbuﬂerzdhnmﬂn
tions Soday why ibe meeting
ca  insiead

e st night, . many languages
Cerman and er Axis radice hed | ish.
told in detall Ghurchiu had gons,
t0 Washingtom confer with thn

“The general opinlon wes that

Churchill [ | gons ta Wrashinpotim to

confer with the dent but this

lmmuwmum

Washington. Berlin sa3d In su Bag-|
broadcast that the o
dent 414 not want Churghill

to come to the Dnited Btates because
of America’s smbarrsssment m'a
| the British for tha sppointment of

ton to the governwahip
iof Algeria™

Mbmmmmmm
was selected *“after Cen. ower

hkvm"

t‘u ACCHELE

ALL INFORMATION CONTNNED y

HERLIHR
DATE

b2/t

[*9] \-H-rl' -'- E j’é&

Taken from

THE WASHINGTON DAILY NERS

Jamm ry 27, 1943
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L o A Mr. E. A, lamm

s

Federal Burean of Investi " u Mr. C,lﬁl.l
Mr. Glavin
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Ladd
z ' Mr. Nichols
R _ . Washington, B. &. Ye. Roves
LBN.FIE- February 19, 1943 Mr. Traey

Mr. Carson

. . R - . e ——

- Mr. Colfey

Mr. Heodon

; ) . / X Mr. Eramar
MEMORANDUM FOR IR. TOLSON - Mr. McGuire
‘ Mr. Harbo

e [ o J B [
Mr. Quion Yamm

‘ Tele. Room_
I talked to mﬂle Fashingiolr. Neaso_
Bureau of the] New York Hera. ibune, nquired with . Miss Beahm

Jurther reference to the New York Herald Tribune story Misa Gandy

regarding the FBI and FNinchell. I told him that I was

L

curious to know if he ever had an opportunity to check
back on the source of the astatement: "The next suggesiion was
that the FBI be contacted 'since everyone knows J. Edgar Eoover

F P | s, B rn
J EEGS such 3WJJ" to Mr. Finchell.

Ftated the matter was8 closed as far as he was
concerned, that he did not intend to do anything further about it,
and did not intend to tell us anything further about it,

I told him it was my understanding he was going to look
into the matier and, regardless of whéther he could tell us eracily

who made the 8tatement, I had taken him at his word that he would
drop by and see us. T Jurther pointed out it was of much itmportance

e =TS Ll A= Iz 55 L 1o 8

to us to know whether the guthor of the phrase *the nezt auggestion
essessss” Was the Herald Iribune or some other agencye.

He again replied by atating that he did not care to discuss
the matier jurther, I told him if that was the way he felt about
it, it was up to him, and hung up.

I now think we should write a communication to Mr. Ogden
Reids If you approve, a communication is attached,

.+« Respectfully,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED / 1 oA~
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- Nex hrk lou“ !'ruuo

. b’a:a Jors, .l.'en,- _!grg_

,acntngly iuoouuqunﬂu wostiT,
Tl attention b & SEOTY whioh 8p
- fasue pS BAe¢ Zaw York Heral
7 dateline &f Februsry 8o This 8¢
#inchell's breadcogt on Sxnday Itn t, Mmr’
Ae Indicated ¥hat BE pcruua, “eome RIgh (N G‘cucmnl ﬂre.:u,
hod deen trosped as o resuld of Jolse ¢ips which Aad been put _
lod been ssed or $he Cerman lhlf.- P \

-~ oyt wad Qhrt.ly _tuanur
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- ,‘fnth(igiou “Bureds, e01led ons qr u u
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" $a the correotasts Wf #re- Finchell s iﬂ“éﬂﬂ- iy ossiegons’
_ snawersd Ao tnx try b; sdasing st She F3I 224 nod ta¥ea 1u
‘action slsined By m-. ingdsll ead Jurthsrnsrs, &8 Jir as m
wers not sdvised the mc L L nui

- TBX mas soageraed, we
T Mire Wineheld peserred and that eur enly sdgs 8 WAES -
., atkuodton &pp und ta bo 8 Unised Fress dlspastod earryisg ®
20 Sewden dadeline wAich sppesresd 8pp roginsiely two weeks )cforc T
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o flle

atatenent au, my sssistant, weuld cdotn $he Itwy tpucma
that Ae waas ¢freulaeting 6 fo!uhaed.. Ny csetatant aleo teld
gt ¥r, Cullinane that rejardless the faet remained shat motther c
o - Rer asy etAer offt0tel ta Bre Burepu Juraished this Wﬂ'n- g e T

i't-.

. tiom ov any ether naide Inforzation $» Hr, ruouu.' n'.
n:n!nuc‘::cuau 2‘:?: the .;awn - mft : *
nfmcd 0 ne was, eourae, perfec mpcr. L
" FRen -the them srpeared In she Zerald fridene, & o! otm ndc.;.‘
-8t she Favy Departnesat sad I Aa¥be been uoun #hat SAs Navel .-

§ . O/ftcer who received Mre Oxllinane’s iaquiry, node ae nol ;
otahuut sa auud u ﬂq l-rn.!d !’rthu Otan. ..,‘.? __,,
' : n ﬂw of m wnuuu mf I uu Juﬂuuug
uotdc information s Nr, Vinehell » aad She jucs weuld de e oo
" same tf I wers furatlahing iaforanatfen $¢ oay etAer uatpapcr ' { :
" repressntative $o the ezcluaton of elhers » I mum.ly

@ . mosd deatrous af setting the pegerd
5} -~ with she Navy, wy anumt Jle
“ af your Fashinghon Muredu,
| . saderatood Aow we ocesld wer, PP
* pcrﬂw.!arly In view of She fogd $hat Mg
1 . Smaerted 18 ta She Cengressional Recerd,  Bevever

pointed out Ae fory wod juir end #aa8 iV €ss erry . .|
our uuta.!.#tuk the postston that fn SAe ctcthont :
which reod elle favy Departaent offictals ssid SAey
knew notAing of the matier, and the Rezt suggestion was $hot
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HEREI Y i'“ £ ‘!:.CJ / , | Tele. Ro:m .
DATE £ sJ Wﬁf”/é” | - Jins Boaa

Iith reference to the)XlVew York Herald Tribune gm Gandy
atory of February 9, 1943, wherein a statement is made
*Novy Department offtcials said they knew nothing of the
natter and the next suggestion was that the FBI be contacted
,'since everyone knows J. Edgar Hoover feeds such stuff to ¥r. _
. v Winchell.' Apprixed o/ thta, a Hoouer cpotea an heatedly dentfed

UHUF HPU;EDUUEF JUGGC U“F UllyPﬂl“y FU uuyuut-

Vor called”ﬂhingtan correspondent.
He stated that he wou e tied up over the week-end in connection
with the erican Newspaper Editors Conference., Accordingly, I
mentioned this matter to him over the phone. He stated he knew
exactly how we felt about the matter, that he was very sorry
thelr story had been worded as it was although he stated the

atory does not state the Navy Department off‘ictala made the

stntement n,’.nnﬂ l\u-l- -on-?u .-I-nd-;-' o d dha md mpi mmandd aw
LA R AR 2-4{3" L A U LA RR 7 T\ U'IU '.v*v -uyyaov.u'.

038 veees.® I told him this was quibbling; that it could be
interpreted that the Novy Department offictals said they knew
nothing and naturally when the story come. out this would infer
to the average person that 1t was the Navy Depariment who were
making the statement. He said he apprecioted this and he was
very sorry about {t; that he frankly felt if they were to elad-
orate on this matter that it would merely accentuate it and :
make it more pointed; that he naturally was going to take

Cullinane to taask and +h.n cheak intn the maotdor npa
LA A2 J . L4 Wirs [ 2" N". &N we
cughly. _ —

—————|

He sdnted he had a vigorous protcat Jrom Commander
Berry of the Navy Depariment yesterday; that he hae not yet had
a chance to talk o?éullinane but would do so, although he was
Jrank to say that he would not tell us who » the suggestion
(] §ECORD f £ J' f
I told him that I thought uﬁmitEn d no{—t
to Cullinane he would find that CulliMane 1;“_411.!! his g;yg

of thin air. He atated that, of cou W
up for his men, until he found them wr,:z ):tu unt
it wa Proug “ta the contrary, C'ulltn ne waa th author .

40 Sep 14 lm




the story as fﬁr as we were concerned and gratuitously inseried
this statement. , :

said he would come over the firast of the week
at whi ime he would like to talk to us further. I do think
the 8 probably right tn saying it would be a mistake
to p ything more on this and caorry a retraction.

He further expressed his embarrassment over the way
Congressman Hoffman picked up the story. He stated he hoped in
the very near future he could come over to the Bureau and person-
ally secure the type of story that could be run on the Bureau
which would absolutely convince us that in so far as he and the
New York Herald Tribune are concerned they have nothing but the
greatest admiration for the Bureau. I told him we were not out
seeking pudblicity. :

I suggest no further action be taken on the matter.
at this time,

Reapectfully,

A

WD N TATTReA, v U gt e TR eI s
S LT = SO A S o

SLATEILD B T S g L T L T e D T L I D et e s b
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~confessed dupe of Axls agents?

. -12. 'L“: a

' Did you know Winchell is & s

A "spot check®™ of
Winchellts column
by the NEW YORKER
a popular magazine
revealed that for
accuracy the Navy's
"pride and joy" was
batting well below
50%.! ==
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THIS MAN SAYS --
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AN Winchell § .
1" Walter Winchell 1
Y - R ] I 5
’ In New York o~
E—— e {
I . P R
.w o peosiing st Burwtor Py oidiom siddgumend . . .Hitler Is losing | 4 SRR N
R on the ground in Russia, in the air over Germany and on the sands 9 S
of Africa. He seems to win only in Congress! 1 .”.” : m__
e L R

phiase of the smear campaign. mas&q...__.—_q 26, be
wide toilet lotion audience:

told his matioa-
S it
“Nowly everyons whe printed seditious ortislea hes boen N
Ei?l&.!.&.!.ﬂlﬁfii s
Rosord . . . But, honeychilo—uil of them will be wonjronsed by the !

.lI-.rlIl&-..._z!lvl. Sth.”

And speaking of “sabotage.” on July 12th Liswtenant Commander i
Walter Winchell, U.S.N., after saluting the FBI for capturing the eight 3
aaboteors landed from U-boats, asked his radio sudience: .
‘ “Bew chout the seters going afiar thess sther ssbotenrs whe :
londed i CongromP™

A few u-ﬁr.afsl_-insulvoziiwrgi«

sler implying treason: o
“dnothor remsen s songresmn are demmding the slghs
cobotonrs be shot s that they might taib too mueh.” A n

Since the United States estered the waz, Lt. Comdr. Winchall bas - .
&sgngogmnlnagﬁ%wvlizsuni. .
i-ﬂr!&iao&.g%a&&%l
-o§-. n-E.. -‘SE-. i -.‘?-

Is this the kind of treatment the Legislative branch of the Govers-
ment should expect from 3 commissioned officer? :

In the August 15 issue of Liberty he writes a scurrilous pisce about
“Ameticans We Can Do Without in Congress—-yes, within the
%i%&%%&ofcagmg:

“An officer,” according to the Articies of War, is probibited from
employing “contempinons ot distespectful words against . . . Con-
gress of the United States,” and if found guilty of such conduct “shall -
be punished a8 5 court-martial shall direct.” y
Az Lt. Comde. Winchell would may . . .
about t!”
wl———

“Why isn't something done "'

B

, above clippings reproduced frok -
WNATIVE NAZI purge plot" # the Conspiracy against Copgress

CONSTITOTIONAL EDUCATIONAL LEAGUE,Inc., S42 Nadisca kv BYC.
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lFﬂ rejerence wvo vat mULTCT ur. Nesse
and the article which appeared in the\}i York Herald Miss Beahm
ITribune on February 9, 1943, I wish to refer to the Miss Gandy

statement which appeared in the Herald Tribune article

"Navy De pm:_tm.e.nuwticial_g gaid they knew nothing of the
l) matter and the next suggestion was that the FBI be contacted 'atnce"—lj

Zveéryone knows J. Edgar Hooper fee tu nche
oover epokfsman _heatedly denied tHc%'II‘r. w(

ak

2 of |
Jeeds out anything ‘to anyone.™ r.
M -‘
5

ntact Captain Lovette. iowever, Captat

I endeavored to ¢
\ﬁouette and Commander 351 in‘geecher with wvhom I am well acquainted, l
re presently ip Florida and from there are headed to the West (Coadt. .

h it &

f
Commander Roberd Berry was acting in charge as Lovette's assistanty Y
I called on Comminder Berry and explained the sitiuation to him. N4
—_— Cmy

-~ “He stated he had seen the Herald Tribune but had been out ; -
of his office all day today and yesterday and had not had an oppor- ]
tunity to check on the matier.. I do know that Berry has been out - i
of his office all day today as I have called on various occasiona "' “
A

to talk to him.

Berry called for the log and I would judge that some sort .
2 Leo P\ Cullinane of the Herald <=t

Yonday &round noon. He referred %o

_ replied by stating ™that the i

Navy had no comment to make, e Navy was not advised of the , 1

situation re_ferred to in l"tnchell 8 broadcast.” , i'------

-
-

W38 written many favorable siories on the bureau - -
NG 010 YORCWMIEcking for me on mutters In connection with the ameaé
campaign two yeare ago. He has always been ve,ry Ffriendl d d I am
'chd would n uep khg such a statement .3 .
_ i AR 5F L '\REGORDED & INDEXED IF
BUY C’onmander Ber¥y stated he would lﬁre to

£5% | and questioh him about this. He did send
By presence questioned him adbout this in ¢

- S V1 728
2O Wi '6794—3




—2-

4

asking just whatﬂhad said. (NN ccvised he merely
stated in response inquiry that the d no comment to
make and was not apprized of this situation. %stated at
no time in the conversation was the FBI mentioned no as the
Director mentitioned. ‘ ‘
Jurther stated he_knew 0u111nane, not intimately,
but he was a smart-aleck type and at one time, prior\fo the Herald

Tridbune being short on manpower, merely sat at the telephone and took
stories called in by various reportera in shorthand.

Commander Berry statqd that he knewm
rald Tribune Bureau in Nashington, e would

immediately and point out he just had an opportuniiy
up on the story and to keep ithe record straight he wanted
to know thdat he had investigated this matier and that no one

avy had made the statement iiieied. Berry suggested that
we also either tackle Cullinane or on the matter.

I also wish to dtrect your attention to the attached
clipping qf a story which appeared in the Times Herald on February 10,
1943, quoting Congressman Hoffman wherein Hoffman quotes the article
which appeared in the New York Herald {&ribune.

of th

I am also attaching hereto th;*pg_gresstonal,ﬂecord Jor
yesterday wherein on Page 771 you will note the comments made by
Congressman Hoffman,

I recommend that I call mon the telephone and
ask him to come to the Bureau at w ime 111 outline Cullinane's
conversation, the Navy investigation, and the Navy's denial that they
had furnished the information to Cullinane. I will further point
out that since Cullinane's story is wssl a matter of record quoting
@ Navy official and stating that the Director feeds siuff to
Finchell, that even though our denial is carried in the (Congressional
Record and in the press, the records should be corrected and Cullinane
should either prove his 8tatement or there should be o retraction.

I do not think we should write to Ogden Reid. My feeling
is predicated upon ihe thought that if the Director made a formal
protest to the editor that this might be interpreted as being
defense. Furthermore, by taking the matter up directly m‘th*
it 18 believed that he would be given an opportunity to corréec 8
matter without bringing the wrath of his editors down on him and

this might be more advantageous from the Bureau's standpoint in the
long run.

Respectfully,

' k:fgijﬁ;::;ola
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wnter Winchell, the Nnvy neu-'
tenant commander who fights on
the ether waves, encountered hot
water on two fronts ,yesterdsy

a result of his radio smear cam-
paign against critics of himselt
and his New Deal pals.
Representative Carl Vinson (‘D)
of Georgia, chairman of the
House Naval Affairs Committes,
promised in the House a full pub-

lic inquiry by Congress into the

radic gossiper’s activities, He said
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox
and other high officials will be
summoned before his committee
on the matter next week.

. Radie Chmps Down

In New York, officlals of the
Blue radio network clamped un-
precedented rules of conduct on
Winchell because of his use bof
profanity on the air in calling
“plain damn. fools” those who
voted last fall for the return to
Congress of prewar nonini.erven
tionists.

The Navy Depart.ment disclosed
for the first tinre that ‘Winctrell
was on active duty on January 31
when he used the “damn fool”
epithet in his broadcast. The dis-

‘jclosure was meade in written an-

swers to a series of questions con-
cerning Winchell which were in-
troduced in & resolution by Rep-
resentative Clare E. Holfman
(R.), of Michigan. Representative

1vinson indicated he is not satis-

1i'd with the Navy's anawers (o
quesuons put to them,

Hoffman demanded to know
y Winchell, who took & leading

'po.rt in the Administration’s at-

tempts to purge political oppo-

‘{nents, has not been court-martinled
|and dismissed from the Navy for
hiz contemptucdus remarks about

Congress and conduct unbecoming

{an officer and gentleman.
| Dismissal Rule Ctted - -

The Michigan Representative

‘eited tn his resclution the section
‘Iof the United Btates code which
5 md" . i .

~An officer who uses contemptu-

ous or disrespectful words against
- |the Congress of the United States
“|shall be dismixsed ‘from service

or suffer such other punishmen
court-martial may direct.”
Hoffman took the floor to charge

-‘. that Winchell 10ld a false story in

a broadcast Sunday night when
he asid the Pederal Buresu aof In-
vestigation resently released mis-
1 ormation on purpose in
ap German agents In
y. Heé quoted denials

‘V"nson Prorﬁses Full Inqui??‘%;
Into Status of Walter Wmche"f

1
'enl eommenhwrs ncent.ly hﬂn ;
departed from these standards and
from their prepared acripts to dis-|

and tory manner.” -

The Woods statement did net
mention any commentators hv
name but it was learned
network officials were on hmd in
Miami and Washington last S8un-
day to supervise personally the
broadcasts pf Winchell and ol
Dtew Pearson, political gosstp eol-
umnist, who has commented  ob
the 33 persons awaiting trial here
on sedition charges.

Before their broadcasts, both
Winchell and Pearson were. handed
coples of old regulations and three
new rules forbiddihg derogatory
or insulting remarks about Mem-
bers of Congress, the President's
Cabinet, or any other person hold~
ing any public office. - . -u: 1

Winchell Says S_fatus xt)
In Navy No Secret " " 7]
MIAMI BEACH, Fia., Feb.. 10.
Walter Winchell, when tfold thtt

Representative Vinson - (D.), ef
Gebrgia, chalrman of the Hoube

nounced plans for & public hear-
ing of his status in the Navy, said: |-

“My status in the Navy & nol
secret. T am on inactive duty, re-
cuperating from a nose and throat|
ailment as a result of my flight to;
Brazi], during which we made 14
landings in three days My copdl|
tion 1s responding favonbly tol
treatment by physicians and ;
Florida's sunshine, . e

Tells ‘! Nlﬁ'. Drd ‘-‘—j- . ‘“... |
 *“The Navy has told me: 'pr

duties will be announced aftar the
WAr Is over. You are not 1o reply to

otherwise, That ] pnrt of . your
game. - ‘;*?a" 3

"Ijuathuvetoﬂtbcckandhte
it. I hope Representative W
and hiz committee will be tald the
facts. The Navy knows that I am
Always ready for & call to action.
Tomorrow or the next hour I may
be called to active duty. -

“It may Interest the public to
know that I have not cost the tax-
payers one cent for.my services
in the Navy. My rank is lieuten-

cuss controversial issues in a biased |
inflamma -

Naval Affairs Committee, had an-}

ant coonmander, Three itlmes sinos
December 7, 1841, I have been on
fnactive duty. At no time since
I entered the Navy in 1634 ba
I mccepted any )

or other gratuities

ALL INFQ
HEREY
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Wlﬁ"fiéll’s ‘Trap
Is Repudiated by F B. L

U.5.Gave _Out No False Rumors
F on Roosevelt Trip |

From the Herald Tribuns Bursen -
_ WASHINGTON, Feb. 8-—The
Federsl Bureau of Investigation
vehemently denled all knowledge
today of & report which originated
in Tondon and was revived again
last night in & New York radio
broadcast {o the effect that twen-
ty-twp personssome of them
high in government circles—had
been trapped when they relayed a
message to Germahy that Presl-
dent Roosevelt and Prime Minis-
ter Churchill were meet.tng m
Canada.
According to the 'stories, the
3. B. I, in an effort to stop &
“leak” in Washington, put out a
ely misleading story at the
e of ths Casablanca confer-
ences that the President and
Prime Minister wers meeting in
Canada. The ides apparently was
to see wWhether and how quickly
this false story would reach Ger-
many, and to apprehend, if Dos-
sible, the persons who sent the
message. Less than twenty-four
hours later, according to the story,
the German short-wave radio an-

1nounced the false news of the

Canadian meeting, and as a result
the men involved were trapped,

A spokesman for J. Edgar
ready to answer questions about
the story today. He began by say-
ing that he had been answering
them all throughout last night
since the radio broadcast of Wal
ter Winchell, columnist for “Ttc
D:ilyedmrmr"th rep‘:)‘rt:.i“ York, had
reviv 3
...-wurspokexman said ﬁﬂ"‘

[P L

e % e ik kB e M m b e e

I ; mad s
' b d~8/6 75~
. ENCLOBURE

_{| particular case™ ;...

nm-vumur.dmulsted.'mae
were no men taken into custody by
the F. B. L And further “the F.
B. L knows. nothing nbout t.h.lsa

mmtochecktheWere-
partment's  G-3 (Army inbell.

report likewise proved unavailine.

| However, the War Departmeot fa |

cetiously suggested -that 4ince
Mr, Winchell is a commodore of
som# sort, rou'd better contact
the Navy.*”

MAYY ASCYPW WIICOY DLUCLEID Bl

and the next suggestion was
the F. B.'L be contacted 'sin

gence) a3 to the veracity of the]

- PV P YIS TIRR RPN &

they knew nothing of the matter,]

Hoover, chief of the P, B, I, was|:
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Cc-287  Mr.
Mr.
Federal Bureau of Inuestigation Mr.

- Mr. Glavin
nited Btates Bepartment of Justice Mr. Ladd
. Mr. Nichols
Washington, B. €. Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
January 27, 1943 | o Mr. Carson
- : Mr., Coflay
' ' Mr. Bendon
Mr. Eramer
Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Tesls. Room
Mr. Nease

- Miss Beabm
Nith reference to the attached United Press Miss Gandy

story which is appearing in today's issue of the Washington .
Daily News regarding the alleged arrest of Axis agents
a8 a result of a fuke report which was put out by intelligence
officers, I have been called by all wire services regarding this
and have been answering by stating we had no comment to make.

Aty e 2 Moo ol

Tolson
E. A. Tamm__
Clegeg

——

LRN :JS

——

MEMORANDUM FOR

I did tell VFullen of UP confidentially and off the
record, as well as Tyse of INS, that we knew nothing about this,

Mullen of UP ig of the opinion that this story was
planted on their correspondent in London.

The thought occurs that it might be well to ask
0SS, G-2 or possibly ONI tf they have anything.

Respectfully,

Ve
L. B. Nichols
Enclosure ‘

NTAINED

iQ_&_/ RECORDT.
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arxis /ad It That Parlesy T'as Fere
FAZZ TIPL CF CRURCHILL TPAPPED GZRVAN PIuS

By Dokeri Lowson
UstoPress Corresponcdent

London, Jan.l7 -~ Germany, conmpletely misled on the FPoosevelt-
Churchill conjerence, heaped denunciation cn the Presicdent tolay

arnd the i'azi Vichy radio echkoed that "Trenchmen"” had hoped the
monlad he s-ga;r-ea‘ such nen a‘f‘f‘rnn-ﬁnﬁy cs an Allied "zeetmg on French

zmpire scil,

The London Daily cketch, discussing the corplete secrecy
which protected the conferees at Casablanca, said Allied intellijence
acents in the Urnited States had given fake reports of a meeting in
dashyngton to suspected Aris cgents and as the result "an 1nportant
group” of German spies had been arrested. :

It was not until three hours agfter the news was released t¢
the morld last night that CGerman radioe reported thaet the President
and Frine !'inister had net at Casahlanca.

A1l last nipght, in many languages, German and other Aris
recios had told in Fetail how Churchill had gone to Tasghington to
confer with the President who, they said, had demanded new hases in
the Pritish Zmpire in return Jfor suopltes,for Britain. Laoter the
Xezi Vichy radio said:

"The general opinion was that Churchill had gone to Wash-
inston to confer with the President but thic time the two statesmen
met at Casablance. Ihe choice of Cecablanca, that great city of our
ernpire, ¢efals a severe blow to the sentiments of rronchmon, who had
believed we would be spared such new effrontery.”

At 4 g.me ZFT Berlin gave its first connent:

"Foosevelt's theatrical appearance in French territory,
conguered without fighting, was symbolic of l's 5. imperialism.”

As late as 7:15 p.me. yesterday Berlin was hroadcacsting
such stories es:

"Stockholm - The outcome of the conference in Tashington
is being awaited in London with the utmost interest.” 7/

Fashinpton Daily FNews
January 27, 1543.
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice
Washington, B. ¢€.

7 | Hr: Tracy

February 9, 1543 o
- ) Mr. Larson
' Ae!!ey -
r. Hepndon 2
- ) . . r. [N
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON . Mr. _&_
' f . : .=";'
s WALTER WINCHELL'S BROADCAST Mr. Quink Temm_
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEY  Fovruary 7, 1549 Mr. Quish Tucum
RNARRFRY RHISE T Y - o Herre ™
DATE% j'flA ‘-; .léf_{fg’j %& ' - Miss Besbm

Beginning at about 9:30 on Sunday night I re- pise San®——
ceived o aseries of press calls which continued all day
yesterday and as late as 2:00 A. M. this morning. In each
instance I acknowledged the inquiries by stating that nobdody
khad deen trapped by the FBI in o factual situation simtlar to
that given out, nor did we know anything about the story. In
each instance I suggeated to the parties calling that if they Py,
wanted to check the story naturclly ﬂ%f” should go to its sour e.aﬁ/

OOPHL‘ ‘;24/4/4—.——,, A
Leo P. Cullinane of the New York<- 1d_Tri biuné"called]
me around noon yesterdoy. At the time I wasgion ldng diskance.
He told Miss Lurz he would wait and while w ﬁ?in mgde ~asveral
sarcastic remarks about the ¥inchell story. Pt d To ht! HI
atated he had pressure on him from his New Nork office to vdn down
the story. I told him to begin with that wq had no o say |
about the story because we knew nothing about _it;
had not taken anybody itnto custody, nor had they trafped anybody °
in o situation such as he made Inquiry of. He then-stated he had
called the Army and the 4Lrmy suggested he check the Navy as
¥inchell was a commander and his commanding officer should know
the type of material he was giving out and the basis for tt.
Culltnane pointed out Ae Aad been facetiously brushed off at
035 and at the Navy. KHe stated as o matter of fact the Navy
suggested he call here stnce everyone knew the Director was a
. very close friend of ¥inchell and was always feeding him inside
material. I asked him the tndividual tn the Navy who made this
statement. He did not want to tell me., I told him he could tell
this individual tn the Navy for me that Re wos a "God Domn Har.”
Cullinane then went on to say thot he knew for @ fact that Winchell
and the Director were very close friends. I told him thot was be-
side the point, that naturally Mr. Hoover had o perfect right to
have any friends he so desired, that neither he nor any "two-bit”
newspaper reporter had any right to demand an erplanction
of an infringement, I did tell him that the Director nor-
BUY| nobody else in the Bureau had given this or any other inside
gt | ¥nformation to Finchell; that as o matter of fact, ¥inchell

_— 55 M?ﬁz 13}}135 DESTROYED | :
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Memorandum for Mr. Tolson =

and all other newspaper reporters were treated alike; if they
make inquiry and if we con answer, that noturally we try to help
out. At this point Cullinane became very conirite. He siated
he was sorry to have made the statements which he did as he knew
there had been instances wherein we had helped him.

’ 2round ten o'clock last night o representative of the
Chicago Tribune called. I answered the inquiry erxactly as I
had answered all othera. I referred him to FNinchell. The Tri-
bune man, whose name was Harvey, was probadbly the most decent
in his conversation of any who had called. I, of course, gave
him nothing. '

At 2:00 4. M. the Associated Press called with reference
to the Herald Tribune story. I furnished the same information
to the AP representative, Mr., Charles Haslet. '

At no time in answering any inquéries did I §o beyond the
FBYI and very specifically limited my comments to the fact that the
FBI knew nothing about thias.

If you will recall, the United Press carried a dispaich
under a London dateline which appeared in the ¥Washington Datly
Newe. This story was apparently based upon the London Daily Sketch
story. I suggest that the attached communication go forward to
X¥r. Thurston immediately because I think we should try to run
this story down 1f at all posasible.

I would 1ike to have the Director's approval to call
Captain Leland Lovette at the Navy Department and give him the
text of Cullinane's conversation with me, referring him to the
Herald Tribune, and ask Lovette for the tdentity of the individual
who gave out the statement and furthker tell Lovette thie individual
18 an unmitijated lfar. I also think we should go to OFNI on this
matter because obviously everybody i8 trying to put the Bureau
in the middle. . :

+ 7 Respectfully,




-, CC-287 Mr. 'rolmn'/
G Mr, E. A, Temm__
. ‘ ' Mr. Clegg
¥Federal Bureau of Inuestination / Mr, Glavin
#nited States Bepartment of Justice - { :: ;:‘d
Washington, B. €. ’ Mr. Roda_____
_ Mr. Traey
SWR:es ‘ Yebruary 7, 1943 - . Mr, Carson .
Broadcast 9:00 P.NM. o S I Mr. Coffey
Dictated 10:50 P.M. . T Mr. Hendon
. . ’ Mr. Eramer
{ MEMOEANDUM FOR MR, LADD w/ Mr. McGuire
: ' N Mr, Harbo
v Re: WALTEN WINCHELL BROADCAST AV~ o Mr. Quicz Tamm_
‘\ﬂ L | Pedrusry 7, 1943 w3 Tele. Room____
) ‘ . / Mr. Nesso
_. . : Misa Beahm
Miss Gundy

The following items, which appear to be of interest to
the Bureau were commented on by Mr. Winchell in his droadcast on the

above date. . :
1. Puglitive Matters

Poli, with alias

Lo
€y
»
d -
5
®

Mr. Winchell stated, ®*The Federal Bureau of Investigation hae sent
out a Department of Justice circular for the arrest of Second Lieu-
tenant Joseph A. Poli'of Oakland, California, wanted for Desertion.
The Lieutenant escaped from the guard house at Fort Lewls, VWashington.¥

6’/‘3%44

e As you will recall and Identification Ordsr, dated Jenuary 29, 1943,

Ll s besn circulated by the eau concerning Poli. As you are aware, the west

-“E:‘-‘ Ay oast offices of the FBI are actively attempting to locate Poli and every effort

— % 8 being made to effect his apprehension.

_ e ' ..

8= > - 2. Reglstration Act, Sedition Act and Relsted Matters

g’f‘j - Nr. Winchell stated that, "The United States Attorney Genersl Fragcis

= 2 .- . Biddle has ordered alllJe 0 Immediate tri This should

<C S=~y!.  *  pul at rest the cwrenw rumor that they would never be tried. 0O, Jobn

g -3%7 T Rogge, the prosscutor, who won distinction by bresking up the Huey Long

cm _ dictatorship in Louielana, the full complimentsof government experts

Ll e e and witnesses, including Special Prosecutor William Powell McLoney

= o wd who d4id so much remarkable pioneer work on all these cases, will confer

j Eﬁ E with Prosecutor Rogge tomorrow or Vednndgy.' ‘ 7«
Q ‘ *

<= As you are aware, this appears to be the first indication that the

Buresu has received that this action will be taken. It appears that no informatio
has been received from ths Department indicating when the Sedition cases will da_.

tried. , :
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Memorandum for Mr, lLadd | o | Page 2

., o - af. - . <
ald B 4

Mr, Winchell stated that, "In spite of newspaper storles in Washington,
D. C. reported the other day that Prosecutor 0. John Rogge will review
the evidence in the 33 Sedition cases and that Mr. Rogze may drop

those defendants against whom evidence is wesk., If this is true, it is
entirely inconsistent. The fact is that the evidence against each
defendgnt was reviewed by a Department of Justice committee composed
of the Attorney General), the Solicitor General and other high ra.nking
Justice Department officials. before the cases were presented to two
Federal grand juries. This means that the evidence against each e
defendgnt was twice reviewed in detail by the Department of Justice
committes, In addition, two separate and distinct Federsal grand
juries voted indictments on the same evidence una.nimously .

You will recall that a sunmary nemora.nd.a hag been prepared and was
forwarded to the Director under cover memoranda dated January 28, 1943, concerning
information appearing in the Bureau files relative to the defendents in this case.

Ag you are aware, information appearing in the Bureau files concerning some of

these individusls indicated at best a weak case of violation of the Sedition
Statute. As you are further aware, all the pertinent information which hag been
developed by the Bureaun 1n regard to thess defendente has been furnished to the
Department, i

3. EKspionage

[ Mr, Winchell remarked, "The recent neeting of President Roosevelt

g

and Prime Minister Churchill atfCasablance was used by certain Federal

authorities to undmpcover a 134: starting from We.shington. D. C. The
Federal men dropped the rumor in wvarious hotel lobbles and offices
in Washington that Mr, Eoosevelt and Mr. Churchill were away on a
trip. Twenty-four hours later the Nazi short-wave radio anncunced it.
Then the Federal men circulated another phony report to wit that
Roosevelt and Churchill were to meet each other somewhere in Canada,
/ Shortly after the Nagi short-wave radioc announced that too. How the
Yederal men did 4t must remain their secret until after the War, but
the result was most exciting. Federal men have trapped 22 men, some

of whom are high in government circles.®

As you will recall, after it had been announced that President Roolevelt
and Prime Minister Churchill had met at Casablanca, the United Prees released
a story with a London date line whjch appesred to indicate that false information
had been given out in ¥Wpdhington erel authorities, and as a result had

apped Nazi 'agﬁg. Louls Tl }vised the writer that he believed

r\J 2 ’..WA 1R o \I‘
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Memorandum for Mr, Ladd , - -- Page 3

that Mr. Winchell's remarks were based on the above~-mentioned United Press
release, No information bas been received by the Bureau which would verify
tte United Press release of London for the above quoted remarks of Mr. Winchell,
Ag you ere aware, no lnvestigation is being undertaken by the Bureau in this
regard. : ' '

4. Matters of General Interest to the Bureau

Mr. Winchell stated, "Albany, New York. OGovernor Dewsy 1s quietly
effecting a progressive state government. Powerful leaders of the

e ) 7 Americen Labor Party have been consulted. This means ghat New York
CON Liverals are being welcomed into an alliance with the Republican Party.
: It may mean a Republican sweep in New York State in 1444,

60'1 Mr. Winchell also stated, "London. The rumors that Adolph Hitler ig
. dead are heavily discounted in the Allied capitols, especially in
Noscow, In Moscow they are saying what of it, There are still a
million and one-half war-meking junkers and five amillion Nazi
Party members in good standing. Burope says Moscow will never know
any peace until all of them are powerless.®

Respectful
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Fortaleza, Brazil
Pebruary L, 1943

L i A B,

R e B g
Rio de Janeiro
Damr Sir:

Reference is made to my telegram of today's date
wkidh stated in substance that the gosasip that only
three persons at the Embassy in Rio know the s of
agents of the FBI had been published by WAL CHELL
in the§IAMI HERAID of February 1, 1943.

This morning the Vice Consul and I were handed a
copy of this paper by Mr, CHARLES PEACOCK, Maintenance
Superintendent of Pan American, when we were meeting
the southbound couwrier, MNr, PEACOCK had gpparently
received this psper, as commo occurs, from one of
the crew or passengers of the plane, and handed it over
with the comment that he had finlshed reading it,

Subsequently the Vice Consul noted in WINCHELL's
colum in this paper the statement: "Rio where only
three at the Embassy know the identity of the F.B.Il.
agents," The column is headed, "WALTER WINCHELL, Memos °
of a Seafaring Colummist on Duty with Naval Units in
the South Americas®™, and is datelined, "ABOARD A NAVAL
TRANSPORT PLANE, WATAL, Bragil, Jamuary 5 (Delayed)®,
This ¢lipping 18 being forwarded to the Ambassador by
the Vice Consul,

It should be noted that ocoples of Miaml newspapers
are frequently left at the airport by persons passing
through Fortaleza on Pan American planes, and they are .
widely read by Brazilians as well as local Americans,
However, no comments on the above statements by WINCHELL
have come to the attention of this office,

RECORDED COPY FILED N,/ v oy = S/ S/
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B’ I8 WINCHELL UNWANTED? ? R
" pensational announcement that his hero, J. Edgar Hoover.
hed ‘nipped in the bud a group 'of German informers operat-
mg' 'in this country, some personl were incredulous eneuzh
“to- 1pok for some other authority for ‘the statement bende&
. Mr.Winchell. Accafding to the reports of the broadcast, Win-

: chell said that the falie information. was purposely’ cxrmnleted
to the eﬂ'ect that 'Churchlll and qusevelt were meetmg- in
Canida, and mthm an hour the Berhn ra.dlq wWAS chbrusmr‘
the icanard; snd that J. Edgar Hoover thereupon descend
. on the auapecta ‘to whom ‘the bait, hlq been fed, md thus
frelh laurels were added to his brow.~ ~ = r. k5 .

;i 5 The e‘bory was referred to the War ‘Depertment nt Wa.dh-
mgton where' i mqmrers ‘were requested with 2 sm.lle to. ask'; b
. the Navy Department “You know, Winchell is a commodore.

' or sor\nethmg, in the Navy.” Thus the War Depertment dis~} 4

: lmesed the questloner. The Navy Departrnent strange to

> way, was ‘equally unwﬂlmg to claim Walter for their own;,

. They referred the.inquiry to the F. B. L Thnt outfxt repudl-

ated the story. altogether., NS S f.'t R A g

' While this was going on some members of Congress were:
PR \reatleu under the criticism of Mr. Winchell: It seems’ they(
v * have asked the Navy Department ‘why their “littie boy Wal-
@ v ter,” as Wa]ter used to describe himself on the air, is not|
=y : disciplined for makmg remarks in derozat:on of the: -dig-
;g nity of certain Congressmen, pertlculariy thoae who were

-once isolationists. = .- v . s e ol e

£ The Navy Department has made a formal reply in’ whlch.
- B : it is ‘solemnly denied that anything Mr, Wmchell has uld
_ merits putting him in irons. Item: On such & ‘day Mr.: “Win- | i
- .chell said that Congressman X. prmted eubversive matters,
. in the Congressional Record. Item: Another time Walter'
. Winchell yelped over the radio that Congressman Z. would .
v find out on Election Day whet his constituénts thought of hl!
. Tecord before Pear] Hnrbor < Nothmg eonl’.amed therein re-;
f_ quires official punishment’ to be’ metedrout said the Nnvy.}
. It is pow stated however that is ‘of’ January 3f 1948, Mr.,
i ‘Winchell is on the iinactive list., v XL ey "“

._..

v Congressmen ‘who have been: of!‘ended hy whni: Welter
* Winchell haa said should remembe‘r i fewtruies for hu,enmzi
to his broadcasts: 'First: ‘Never get a8 -excited as he does.:
: Second: Bear inmind’ that Winthell is_not the original dis-

"eoverer of p:tnotum. 'nurd When he 'beé!ns to sermonixé,

i

j‘-l, When ’Welter ‘Winchel! broadeait one Sundey evenmz the e

SR
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Federal Burean of Inuestination

¥nited Btates Bepartment of Justice
Washington Field Division, 1135 K Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.
TN el February 5, 1943
- 62-bls9
Director, FBI - Mr. Memeors |
R * ' 4 A Piper .. ‘
Res SPECIAL, INQUIRY = I4WSUIT BETWEEN |3 QuimaZam=.. !
WAL ASHINGM ir. Nesse ... ... .
TIMES HERALD NEWSPAPER ) cuty.p
Dear Sirs

Reference is made to the telephonic request from Supervisder
FRANK WELCH of the Bureau to this office om February 5, 19h3, teo
ascertain the background and particulars of -the lawsuit beiween WALTER
WINCHELL and Mrs, CISSIEJPATTERSON of the Washington Times B.rl.ld
Newspapere N

It has been ascertained through an extremely confidentia} Ea

relisble source that the difficulties between WALTER WINGHEIL’ and irs,
PATTERSON started when the Times Hsrald began to delete, gortlem oL :
WINCHELL's column from their paper, These deleted porfions dealt with - ~
sxposing certain isolationists, to-wit: Senator WHEEIER, Senator NYE, .
and others, who were supporting the isclationist policfhs of Ahe Times
Herald newaspaper. .. . _ - %
‘ This was first brought to the attention of ﬁr. IINGELL by
a Mr,JOOLTENER, who was & faithful reader of WINCHELL's column over &
perioll of ten years. He began to notice these deletions by omparing'
WINCHELL's articles in the Times Herald with those of the Dally llirrer.
GOLDENER finally called WINCHELL on the telephons and advised him of these
facts, along with information that he, OOLIENER, had called the Times .
Herald to determine why WINCHELL's columm was only appearing three tinu o
a week instead of daily, The Hersld answered his inquiry saying that
WINCHELL was on sctive duty in the United States Ravy a.nd was only
writing his coluln three tiulcmk. R S X

'IINCHEII. on his mext Sund-y broadcust, sentioned, "Attention
Mr, GOLIENER" and at that time denied over the radig 4Rat he was only - -(
writing his colmtmmuwmk,mmmth.mmu . — L4
badh xisinformed to that offoct. ' 3’9 > /”

This was the first mm.ﬁa WINCEELL hdd"s Q%agaéz{'i él(‘)

culties with the Times Herald newspaper and on March 5, 1942, during *
of his brocdcuu, he made the follawi.ng qnotod g ‘M;\R ] 1943\»
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Re: SPECIAL INQUIRY ~ LAWSUIT BETWEEN WALTER WINCHELL
AND WASHINGTON TIVES HERALD NEWSPAPER

Page #2

YWASHINGTONz— I wish that every American would read the back
issuss of the Congressional Record. « . It is & wonderful education. . .
For example; On page 10548 = = for May the 27th, 1940 « » You will see
praise for an editorial on forelgn policy . . . That editorial, ladies
and Gentlemen, was inserted and praised by the late Senator LUNDEEN of
Minnesota » « « It was shown conclusively in Federal court this waek - -
that LUNDEEN worked and collabarated - — with ths convicied Nazi sgent
GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK « « » It fascinates me - to see how the pieces
of the jig-saw puszle fit together o + . That LUNTEEN contribution to the
Congressional Record of May the 27, 1940 - - was an editorial ~ from the
Washington Times-Herald - ~ which buys, but supresses ~ — and handcuffs -

my daily articles.”

Mrs. PATTERSON at the time of WINCHELL's broadcast of the above,
wasn in Florida and immediately had her lawyer in Washington, D. C., who
is RUDOLPH YATEMAN, an authority on libel law, to institute libel pro-
ceedings against WALTER WINCHELL, the Blue Network, and the National
Broadcasting Company. Later on, the Elue Network and the National Broad~
casting Company were dropped as defendants in this case and at the present
time, the Times Herald is proceeding only against WINCHELL.

It has further been ascertained that the Times Herald newspaper
has always been an isolationist newspaper and has featured articles and
editorials praising the stand of Senators LUNTEEN, WHEELER, NIE and oihers,
and at the same time has by the admisaion of Lieutenant CHARIES G. DUFFY,
who formerly edited WINCHELL's columm for the Times Herald, delsted inform-
ation which contradicted any of the editorials or articles favoring iso-
lationism, Lieutenant CHARLES TUFFY has also admitied in & signed deposition
that §t would be silly for the Times Hersld to print isolationist material
and at the same tinme print other articles, to-wits those of WINCHELL which
contradict the policy of the paper and for that resson, these articles were

Aat adad.
UOAS WOue

It was further ascertained that the apparent reasons the Times [
Hersld dropped the Hlue Network and the National Broadcasting Company as
defendants in this case were twofcld. First, they obviously felt that
when presenting this case to & jJury that WINCHELL would have an excellent
defense for his alleged libelous statemsnt which has baen previocusly quoted
in this letter to the effect that the National Broadcastiing Company and
Blue Network thoroughly censor anything which is alisgedly libelous be
a commentator ean read his materdal over the radio. Further, that

-y
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Page #3 i .

average layman has a high respect far the networks and realise how careful
they are to prevent anything of this nature, Secondly, Mrs. PATTERSON is
obriocusly out to get WINCHELL and belittle him in the eyes of the public,
in order to protect the intereats of her own newspaper.

WINCHELL's defense will probably be that the information which
iz the subject of this controversy and broadcast by him is absclutely true
in every respect and that further, he was not trying to libel the Times
Herald but only to put the true facts before the public, inasmich as the
Constitution allows a person the right of free speech, It was further
ascertained that articles published by the Times Herald newspaper have been
many fold more libelous against the President of the United States than this
statement made by WINCHELL., -

Mrs. PATTERSON by her own aduission in a signed deposition,
stated that since she has discontinued the columns of WALTER WINCHELL and
DREW PEARSON, the subscriptions of the Times Herald have increased by many
thousands, which refutes the fact that she and her paper have been injured
as she claims in her libel suit,

The present status of this case is still uncertain and more
definite information will be ascertained this afternoon, February 5, 1943,
at which time a pre-trial hearing will be held., The date for the actual
trial will most likely be set during this pre-trial hearing, the date of
which will very likely be February 23, 19.3.

The Bureau will be lmmediately advised of the exact date ugreed
upon by the pre-trial hearing for the actual trial.

For the information of the Bureau, the Times Herald is suing

WALTER WINCEELL in the amount of $200,000. The action will be tried in the
United States District Court, Washington, D. C,

Very truly yours,

B
GUY HOTTEL ~~

Special Agent in Charge
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

Mr.

Federal Burean of Investigation ::

Hnited Ftates Department of Justice Mr,

- - Mr.

Mashington, B, ¢€. Mr.

March 17, 1943 | Mr,

" Received: 10:25 AM Mr.,
Typed: l:45 PM Mr.
' Mr.

. Mr.

h MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAM Mr.

Mr.

@ Mr.

RE: VWALTER WINCHELL . Mr.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
BV '
%,

HEREIN I3 UNCLACMF,
DATE 247/5¢/  BY.

R X ™

P R . wh X d e - -
stated that it was information he had picked up from

certain that they would have to do something about it. -

Tele. Room
Mr.
Miss Beakm

Mr. N. R, Howard, Executive 3800, Extension 111, Censorship, call

He and advised me that they had begn having considerable diffa.u\uu; with Winchell
P in connection with the}Domestic %gnsgrshig Code. Mr. Howard steted that
e o ¥inchell had apparentlj\ no undergjtanding of the itations of this Code and

that yesterday he had published an item concerning the arrest of a woman in

New York whom he stated had been an imposter and spy, parading in a VAVE
wniform. The Domestic Censorship Code requires that appropriate authoriza-
tion be given by a responsible agency when anything of this nature is pub-
lished. The Censorship authorities immediately contacted Winchell for the
purpose of learning the source who had authorized this release and Winchell -

a newspaper friend

(=3 § St B e S

B. A. Tamm
Clezz
Coffey
Glavia
Ladd
Nieholn ____
Rosen
Trasy
Carson ________
Harbo
Hendon
MeGuirse
Mumford
Piper _
Quinn Tamm _

A ——

Nease

WImnahall

In addition Mr. Howard advised that Winchell had made a serious break only
last week and that he, Howard, was fearful that Censorship might have to
bring the trouble into the open., Before doing this, however, he stated that
he would like some word from the Bureau with regard to the above-mentioned
errest inasmich as he thought that undoubtedly the FEI made the arrest. In
the event it was an unimportant case of ours and had comparatively little
significance, he stated that they might not take any action with Vinchell.
On the other hand, however, should the case be an important one, he felt

T told Mr. Howard that I would check on the matter, secure the details
and advise him as soon as possihle.
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Four in Igz:u ¢, New York Yoo Yorx, dated Narek - = .

3, 1943, I Jeel sure tﬂut you udcrcmd _y - R

position fn the matter he mentions, end I am e

returaing the Idtcr for gour filess - - - S S

Fith best wishes and kfnd regards,
| cordu.up, N

134 4
Wy

Jd
~03a1303,

ALL |NFORMAT|0'\I CONTAED e

HEREINl UNCLASSIFIED -/
DAT BY . ;; : J

e |

é-w (') 3. Fagar Boovez?; @ 1 o -
~Mailed by the D1recgpy =

"f.'i:yg

Mr. Touonﬁ‘ncloaurc § — L
Mr. E.A, Tamm__ :' 7-"~ .. [N RS
Mr. Clegg IR R : : : CoaT

Mr, Cofiey__ - B et L R L - ' = S
Mr. Glavin ) e . o s N . P

Mr. Nichols
“Mr. Rosen,
Mr. Traey
Mr. Carson
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendon
Mr. McGuire
Mr. Mumford
Mr. Piper
Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Mr. Neare
Miss Gu;d?
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REYNAL AND EIZ?E?OGI} INC,
3868 Fourth Avenue NE¥ York

~ March e, 1943  --

'.HW dcar‘ur. linchellx ;‘ ;;_.-'3;:¥”3‘ ’ﬁ?éinfﬂ:

y | few years ago when I was in chargc of trade aales and
promotion for Little Brown and Company, Boston, I becanc -
greatly interested in the FBI and Mr, koover tﬁrough the -
books that the late Courtney Riley Cooper wrote about the
depariment, I even had two f{nggrn in the edi{torial work
on the manuscripts as well g3 being up to my ears in the

. promotion, IThat was in the days when the IBI was naktng
kidnapping a poor gamblc. *“rv_,- . .

It seems to me that a highly ezcittng and usqful boot
could be written about the war job that the depariment
ts doing, JI am simply guessing, but I suspect strongly -
that i1t te due to that organization that we did not

- suffer more at the hands of Bundists and saboteurs.
Hnybe this must all wait until after the war, Maybe
there is a story to tell now and another to tell after
the war,

Unless I anm much mistaken, ur, Hoover won't write §¢
himself, It should De wrt tten by someone outside who

knows the department and has iis confidence, My grapevine,
which connects with yours by one tendril, tells me that

you are the man. And that sounde like a udnnina conbina- ’
tton. . : : R ’ - .

Yon't you please tell me how the tdea atrikea you.

ML Elmroarﬁmioxssrj%nml:vﬁo jt;cerezy vours,
H ¢ s/ John A. Reed
OKTE SA7) 5 _é’_/aL Rtoiorns

St

New Ibrk.ﬂtrror "--;-“?watf"

235 Fast 45th Street P R
New York, New York _,;‘ (But I have a contract nith's & 89
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T February 25, 1943 Ar KeGrire . |

ir. Je Edgar Hoover - Manford. 1

Federsl Bureau of Investigation  VIA DIPLOMATIC AIR COUR E‘RW
Washington, De Ce . PERSONAL A e

Attention: Liaison Section
Dear Sir: -

Reference is made to my letter of Februery 16, 194?, r(;onnﬁﬁ-
nication #313, which replled to your cablegram of February 10, 1943
a concerning the United Press dispatch by Robert Dawson, U,P. correa-
2o pondent in London which had referred to a story in the London Daily

hension of a offGerman 8pies in the

COPIES DESTROYED /.
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover

Inapector
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Very truly yours,

ANMT :WGR




