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Information was received on February 10, 1941,
cial of this offioce, from
Bow York City, telephoms
shs had met a man who had been ons of the owrers of
the bank in Germany whare the money had been deposited in conmeow
tion with the distribution of counterfeit money, which was described
by ERIVITSEY in his published articles, said she was
not particularly impressed by the man's appsarance and had no way of
t2lling whether or not he was telling the truth; that she would en»
deavor to get his permission to disclose his name and would have hia
commmicate with this offioce,

In acoordance with mrrangeaents made through il
the man communicated with this office and was interviewsd
by Special Agent@lllf on February 11, 1941, The man's name is WNC
JOSEPH DORN, now residing at the Barbison Plaza Hotel, New York Cify,
He is at present out on parole from the Federal penitentiary st lewise
burg, Pennsylvania, he having been oms of the persons convicted in
the"BOB Case, and his parols will expire in August, -

L OuDYn 3 ronug - -
This man states that 4in 1929 he m%ﬁuq’¢" /

t0 edit a Mnancial newspaper in Qemmany, the name of ch was the . nruporinar
—"Wirtschaftlicher Ratgeben", which had been acquired by a growp of . ' o> ATl

people who were engaging 4n the business of handling imp~]l

clal securities and needsd a paper to stimilate interest there

The paper had been in business for aboul fifty-seven ysars As & - /\

financiel publications The growp was going to engage in a sort o

brokerage business in comnection with the publishing of the paper = ﬂ




Di rector New York, New York
February 12, 1941

and then found that they would have to have a bank to act s
depoesitory, inammuch a8 the German law at that time would not perw
mit them to operate otherwise, Ths group then bought the mnk‘ )
Sass, Martini and set it wp at 23 Taubenstrasse} Berlin, ’

2 {

One of the persons who went into the venture of i
purchasing the bank was a e SIKNS (possibIy ZIMKNS) who was the
editar of the papers The bank was purchased with money pro:!.d-d
by the same group of peopls that bought the paper and SIMGS was
installed &s president of the bank,

Ancther one of the writers on thes paper was a man

In connection with the purchase of the bank, 1t -
should be noted that what was bought was the charter for the bank,
the bank itself having been inactiwe for quite sometime, and alter
buying the charter the bank was reestablished at the address given
sbove, When the paper was bought by the group, ZICKERT, the omer
of the paper, stepped out as the managing head but remained on the
boarde The office of the paper was not in the smme building as ths
bank, it being located at Bellaimnce Flatis, Berlin, 7The negotiations
for the purchasing of the paper were handlsd by a Dr, NEURATH,

Whether or not this is the Dre MEURATH who since became famous,
DORN does not know,

Mh'-nb.*u YERT A

DORY was in the prenises of the bank one day in
December of 1929 in a oonference with SIMONS and ome or two others,
whose names he does not recall, about a trip hs was to make to

Paris that asams dav. Tha hanl wos nrd as wat Awmndlandns. BOVLDR
¥ e ey SLES FENAL WRELD VY TS JEV &WE WA VILLLAEL BN DoElbd

walked into the private office of the president, where thsy were
gathered, and stated that he had a potential client of the bank who
wantedto cash some American dollarse There was sass discussion as
to the advisabllity of taking this business. DORN suggested that
the matter be loft alone for the time being, ECKART persisted in
his desire to have this man as a depositor, saying the man could
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Director ' New York, New York
Fetruary 12, 1941

undoubtedly give thebankalqtor bosiness if it would accammodate
him in this instance, BScmeane asked who the mmn was and ECKART,
speaiing to DORN, said that 1¢ was the man wham DORN would recall
baving seen ECKART with in the confectlonary on Unter den Linden
on the previcus evening, DORN recalled then that he had seen
ECEKART with another man in the coffee shop on the previous evening,
DORN suggested that ECKART tring in scme of the money for them to
sxsaine and ECKART went out +0 speak 10 ihie man and, &t the samé
tims, DORN stepped out of the door of the private office and took
a look st the man, who was possibly fifteen feet away from him,
and he says that he is quite certain that the man vhom h» sax,
was there with tha money and who was talking to ECKART at the
is the same man whon he had seen the night before in ECKART 's
presence and the saze man whoa he subsequently saw in the Tircvls
Hausman, a gambling casino in Paris, and whose picture he still
later saw in the Book Review Section of the~Yew York TIMES,

who
tg;

ECEART brooglt in & bundls which was understood
to contain fifty $100e bills, which were new, small bills, DORN

remembers them very vividly because they were the first of the small
bills that he had seen, although he had resd shout the contemplate

B e e W WSS WL NSNS i

change in the currency, He looked at one or two of them and he ade
vised against the transaction, principally because it was a type of
money that he had never seen before, He then suggested that if

=

‘they were going to do business with the man, they take the monsy to

the Deuischebank and have it cashed, as that bank was familiar with
the money and had men who undarstood foreign currency and were

familiar with the various types, This spparently was done and DORN
was subsequantly told by scmeons that they had handled it in
mannere DORN sald he cautioned ECKART to warn the Deutschebe

E

money
and he had never seen any of it before. He redalls that the cas
who went to0 the Deutschebank with the money retwrned in about half

dicated that the Deutschebank had cashed the RONBY,
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Dire New York, JNew York
o Pebruary 12, 1941

were, but it is his recollection that there was a substantial
amount involved, As DORN recalls it, be returned from Paris to
Berlin about the middle of Jamuary, 1930, Mwring the month of
January DORN was at the office of the newspaper one day when he
was informed that the Bank Sass, Martinl had been raided by the
police, He immsdiately went over to the bank and

of the money involved in the transactiions, which are referred W
above, had been found to be comterfeit money. If, as has been
related by ERIVITSKY, the Hlls involved in the counterfeiting

were the large sise, then, accarding to DORN, it is possible that

the first deposit was bonafide, as hs is positive that this depoeit
was made up of the small-size billa, DORN learned that the Deutsche-
bank had been notified by the Federal Reserve Bank that the bills
sent in exchange to the United States were counterfeit and the

first information the Sease, Martini Bank had of this situation

was when the authorities raided the bank,

The Deutschebank subsequently sued the Bank Sass,
Martind, but was unable to oollect because of soms pecularity 4n

-the Germsn law which stated that if money is printed on bonafide

paper it is not counterfeit, and the Deutechebank was wsble to
collect anything in restitution for their losse The Bank Sass,
Martini sued the Deutschebank for the hars dme to its reputation,
and collected a small amownt in settlement, This, incidentally,
practically ended the business of the Bank Sass, Martini and the
venture connected therewith and, while the bank stayed open, the

business eventually pessed out of existence,

DORN says he subsequently saw the man who hmd
brought in the original deposit, or at least he is reasonably sure
hs saw this same man, in the Circle Hausmsn, the gambling casino in
l:a.r‘isg in March, 1930, on two ar tlree occasions and that the man

looked at him in a manner which led him to beliews that the man also
recognized him, He 8130 recalls that this man at the time was
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Director Now York, New York
February 12, 1941

gambling with substantial~eize chipse He also thinks he saw the
same man onoe again in fromt of the Cafe de la Paix, Paris, axd,
as indicated previcusly, when he saw the book review article with
the picture of General WALTER G, ERIVITSKY in the New York TIMES
Book Review Section, he recognised immsdiately that it was the

s=na man whom he had seen on the occasions mentioned abowe.

With reference to the book, ¥In Stalin's Secret
Service®, by Gemeral WALTER G, KRIVITSKY, tbe statemsnt appears on
page 118, *In Bexlin, several ysars before Ixe Burtan's arrest,
the private banking firm of Sass & Martini was bowght wp, in s
devicus manner, by the Soviet govermment for the express pupose
of exchanging bogus bills in bulke® DORN states that this is
absclutely untrues He refers to & Dry UBRICHT, an international
lzwyer irn Berlin, who handled the legal phases of ithe transactioms,
as an authority who can state that this is absclutely untrue,

On page 119 of the book it states, "It appeared
that a grouwp of Amsrican promoters, dealing in Cansdisn mining
shares, had acquired in the fall of 1929 the private banking house
of Sass & Martini, a firm founded in 1846, The promoters somn
stepped out and turned the omership over to a certain Herr~Simons,
ani be in turn sold it to none other than PaulNRoth, formerly Com~
mumist member of the Berlin Municipal Councile I knew Roth to
be a confidential employee of the Soviet Embassy in Germany.*
DRN states that the people referred to as the promoters of the
Canadian mining shares was the group of which hs was a member and
that SIMONS came into the venture along with them end, whils it
utmthxthesuyedqnquwremtofthmtuu,tt
is likewise true that the counterfsit incidents occcwrred while _
they were all in the venture, commencing with the original transe
sction, which was about three days after the bank had opened, and
actually befcre the bank was opened for business, PAUL ROTH,
mentioned in the book, is not knomn to D(EN and certainly, he

etates, had absolutely no connection with the bank ar the paper ar
this transaction,
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Agais on Page 119 and 120 there is & statement,
*FranzFischer was described as the chief customsr of the bank.*
mswathathemwrmorhelrdotmmzmm,lo
far as he knows, no suwh person had an accomnt with the bank,

Oz page 120 the following statement appears:
"ioreover, I recognized in the press reparts a familiar Soviet
pattern, The acquirition of the old banking firm by sn elusive
group of 'Canadian American' promoters, who in turn immdiately
disposed of it o a Mr. Simons, who tuwrned out to be acting for
interests represented by Psul Roth-—all this was Just the kind of
window dressing our secret services were in the habit of hanging
oute The old Berlin bank had obviously been purchased in order
to inspire confidence in the bogus currency to be handled,*
DORN states that this is absolutely untzue and that the STMONS
referred to had been connected with the finmncial paper for years
before this occurred,

On page 121 ihe staiement occurs, ¥is ihe notes
were of an old~Zashioned large-sise type, then no longer issued in
Arerica, they arowsed some interest upon their arrival at the
Federz] Reserve Bank inNew York." DCRN saw only the bills ine
volved in the first transaction and he is positive, beyond any

doubt whatsocever, that this package of monsy consisted exclusives
1y of new, mmall bills, the first he had ever seen, .

Berlin pollc On page 121, alr;i;p\dpem the statement, *The
police, under ComnissioneT von liebermann, promptly swooped
down on Sass & Martini, and soon exposed its a.rtiﬁcial character.®
DOEN denies the truthfulness of thie statement and said that the

suthorities gave the bank and its msnagement a “clean bill of hdﬁ.‘

Queatimeduto'hotheranobthnnmm
B&?;ih{éjtmﬁe ECKART wight have been worldng with KRIVITSKY,
[ believed that ECKART was deceived, T oned
mmumm@ggm&ed_;mmhAntm?aﬁ%
confectionary and that the man had known people wham ECKART knew,
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DRN has met Dre AN at Lewisburg and sald
that BURTAN was quite interested get
this matter, but never gave him any information about ite DCEHN
subsequently met NICHCLAS DOZENEERG in the Federal House of Deten=
tion, in New York City, and they tallked about the XRIVITSKY articles,
but no information of any sart was given him by DOZENBERG.
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It should be noted that DOFN is now on parols and
be earnestly requests that no publicity be given to the information
which he has furnished, as he doee not want anything t¢ bsppen which
would 4n any way interfere with the sstisfactory termimation of his
parole, and he fears that any puhlicity might have a bad effect.

He will, however, be quite willing to furnish any additional ine
formation which may be requested of him, although he believes that
he has told above everything he knows about the matter.

With reference to the man nammed by KRIVITSKY as
General, "Ter™TAIEOV, whom KRIVITSKY met in Rome, DORN says he is
quite sure that he ssw TAIROV on seversl occasions with ECKART 4in
Berlin, BHe bases this on the photographs which he has seen of
TAIROV, as he, himself, does not know him,

DOEN is positive in his statement that there was

no Commmi transootion dwwvolvad dn anw mev 4n dho —cealooo oo
T ESSEY MRV auVUaTEU &G wmily way aii wWid PUulGliabe Or

In comnection with the KRIVITSKY matter, (I
— 1d Agent @it 1et, as she recalls it, before ERIVITSKY ¢

g

tantdPliad Prm b TNEoe Mo Saa-_
A 1Y L)

ao~wiins Commitise or before his articles appeared in

e D



Director New Yark, New York
© February 12, 1941

tho‘('!»hu'chy Evening Fost®", she heard ﬁ(nqor, 114

R. T. Reserve, U, S, Arny) mention XRIVITSKY and the articles and "y
he goperently knew what the articles were to be about.

also said that the pictures which were used to illustrate
the icles came from the Spanish (pro-Franco) publicity agent
here; ECHEGARAY, and she stated that she had the pict.nr&: 1.: her rod
desk for a time before they were used, — o famis
information to the effect th;'o Y is now b;i.ng susd ?t::: :ire
on two Judgments, totalling $111,000, and it is beliswe are
was to be ahaa.ring:lnas lementary proceedings on February 11,
1941« It sppears that after living with his wife for a
period of time, one day informed her that he was tired of her, was
going 10 make a change, and he went to Reno where he secured a
divorce by publication. However, Mrse ([l contested the divorce
and, as an outgrowth of thlis, was awarded two judgments which
totalled $111,000, which, however, she has been unable to collect,
and that the supplsmentary proceedings now coming up in the courts
here are in connection with this matter, the law firm being BONNEY
& SCHWARTZ. Thare does not appear 1o be any such law firm in the
directory, There is, however, a law firm offBONNEY & O'ZRIEN,
364 West 34th Street, New York City, which may possibly be the
Iirm referred to,

¥o further inquiries are being made as to any of
the information furnished above, but it is being trensmitted to

the Bureau as of possible interest in conmnection with the KRIVITSKY
'mat't.ar.

Very truly yours,

Be 5o SACEETT
Special Agent in Chargs
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The Bureau is doin absgiutely nothing in con-

t -

rivitsky.
fesp 11y,

Edward A. Tamnm
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MEMORANDUL FOR MR, E, A, TAMM “"' Miss Gendy..... .

Assistant SAC Guerin, New York City, telephonically
advised concerning an article which appeared in the New York
Daily Mirror this morning, entitled "FBI Secretly Probing

[ -
e D

. Case of Krivitsky.“

Respectfully,

Q.4 (Y gt —

C. H. Carson
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W a, I asked Assistant SAC Guerin whils talking with him telephonically,
1€ Erivitsiky or his lawyer had evar askad the Naw York office for protection.
Mr. Guarin st

ated thet he did not have any knowladge of the same and Agent
~who had interviewed Krivitsky did not haves any recollection of such a )&

raquest; however, the files of th2 New York office would be chacked to ascer~ \
~ . tein if such a request was raceived.

. sgent{ i advised that he and Agent talked to Krivitsky
\, 1in the latter's lawyer's office and Krivitsky told BiS story about how he
Y hed been accosted by some people who were Soviet Agents. Mr. tatad that

hz and Agant e were not very much impressed after the interview with
Krivitsky end they wers both of the opinion that hz did not sesm likz & Jaw
although he woe a2lleg2d to have been Jewish.

o Agent P =dvised thst a confidential informant of hig, = bhe
had informed him that a man came over hers from Germeny sevaral - o
w22ks ago. He hed been one of the owners of the bank which handlad the deal
of the Soviet Agents when thsy put the counterfeit money in circulation in
Furops. Krivitcky described this in his story. The msn who came over from

Germany saw the story Krivitsky wrote in a copy of tha Seturday Evening Post
end &also Krivitsky's picturs. He statad that this wes a picture of the man
who had brought the money into the bank,

w .- ' .:‘-" ~‘ o :.{‘: " I
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According tOWMW, confidential informant, ths newspapers have Wb

&
- ¥
reportad that the FBI ism:i_ng the case. Friends of Krivitsky have
callad Agent and told him that no doubt this individual was murderad. Be

Agent- is going to sttempt to find additional information /
regarding Krivitsky through confidential informants. 4

. RECORDED & - -
promnen oo pAVTANE Respectfuuyn:maxfn \iw"' 11 ‘-{6 9‘
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) I spoke to Louis)%é&dman, attorney for Krivitsky this
morning. He was desirous of obtaining the assistance of the

FBI in looking into the homicide of Krivitsky. He furnished
me the follcwing information: p : T

Krivitsky had been in Virginic; had been making plans
during the past few days to settle doun with his wife and
Joamily, to legally change his name and to file an application
Jor citizenship. Waldman had seen Krivitsky last week., He
showed me a Jetter which ke, Waldmar, had written on Jonucry a
11th to Paul Wohl, 173 Lexington Avenue, New Jork Cifgi,,/’fjgzwziw
Fohl had some financial arrangements with Krivitsk n this
letter reference was made to one Hans who appg_tenf.%y had been
seen by Paul Wohl. Woldman on learning of-this information,
inquired es to the wherecbouts of Hane. According to Faoldman,
Fans is one of the most brutal killers of the OGPU. He
etates that he must have come into this country illegally
and his present whereabouts is unknown. He told me o0f no
other descriptive characteristics of the individual he
referred to as being Hans, He did know becouse of his con-
versations with Krivitsky thaot Hans occupied a very important
position with the OGPU in the capacity aforementioned.

Fith reference to the homicide, Waldman definitely has
the opinion that Krivitsky was not a suicide. He is of the
opinion that Krivitsky knew his life was in donger. Immedi-
ately upon learning that Haons was in this country some time
Jast week, Kaldman intended to come to the FBI for o permit
whick would allow Xrivitsky to carry a gun, inasmuch Krivitsky
believed his life was in donger., Waldman did not go to the
New York Office, nor did he call to the attentiion of the
local police Krivitsky's danger, and he says now that Re
Seels partly responsible for the death of Kriv

Krivitsky was not afforded some protection. _
RLCORTED & TNPEYED QQLU_LM_Q_‘ZS__

Fith reference to the investigafion being genducted by .
the local authorities, Waldman stated Rhat according to in-

hompsgon . rrjyxs9g 19 1!

SJormation furnished to him by Inspecto
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was found by & maid at the hotel, at approrimately 9:30 a.m.
Faldman was also informed that Officer Eckstirom of the
local Police Department conducted the investigation and
submitied @ report to his superiors, Waldman iclked 10
Dr. MacDonald, who, according to Waldman, said that {1 was
entirely possible for Erivitsky to have been killed the
previous midnight. ’

¥aoldman says Erivitsky wrote three letters. These
were his mcst recent letters. OUne_was written to Louis
¥aldman in English; one to Susanne EcFollette in German,
and one to his wife in Rugssian. Faldmon did not indicate
the substance of the letters, but did state thet the hand-
writing in the letter to him did look like Xrivitsky's hand;
however, he was able tc odserve that perhops the substance
of the letter was written in a vein indicating that perhaps
Xrivitsky was under some duress. Another unusual feature,
according to Waldmen, concerning the letters was that they
vere written and postmarked at Charlottesville, FVirginia.

Waldmon stated that he knew that the local police had
ans n elaonny Toh af innsetinndingg. He asnua +hei did not takes
TR W maVpEMY JYY Ty PR Murrywveiiys S wwyE Visv g wYw vwEY yWRe
ny fingerprints in the room; they had no controel over the
room; they did not know who the individual was, except that
it was a SamueloGinsberg who was found dead. Waldman said -
thot he wog eble to convince the local authorities that the
man was Krivitsky.

d
a

Waldman states that it is the FBI's function to make
inquiries into this cose, even though the matter is one of
homicide and under the jurigdiction of the local authorities.
He makes his appeal on the basis of public policy. KHe said
that in all of his dealings with Krivitsky he knew that he
wag available to oll Federal authorities. KHe pointed to the
Dogenberg case and stated that Krivitsky was the first
individual to identify the passport itn this case. UHe aald
that Krivitsky had furnished considerable information teo
Federal authorities and to Mr. Murphy of the Stote Departiment,
and perhaps could have been of invaluable assistance iIn
identifying various functionaries of the Farty. XHe said
that Krivitsky lived in sear of his life, and had told him
of the fear which eristed for himself and his fomily.
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He said that Xrivitsky was very fond of his family; hod not .
shown any signs of depression, financially or mentolly,

and did not appear to be in any state of melancholia, In

view of which it is Waldman's opinion that the OGPU knew of

the assistance which he might have rendered to this Govern~
ment, and becouse of the information which was in the posses-
sion of Krivitsky, they decided, according to his opinion, to
do away with him. Waldman soys there is much more involved in
thig case than a mere killing. He points out that 1f this case
wes not itnvestigated completely, it would prove to the public
that agents of the Soviet have a free hand in doing away

with individuals whose interest ig inimicol to the Soviet,

and that those individuals who are here ond who are in the
possession of information which may de furnished to Federal
authorities are in constant fear of their lives.

I informed ¥r. Woldman that the matter i1s one within the
Jurisdiction of the local police, and that ingsmuch as It In=-
volved a homicide, the Burecu did not have any Jurisdiciion
in this matter. He asked me if that was the decision of the
Bureau, and I informed him thot it was.

Respectfully,

(7 A

A. Rosen
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is still trying
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Mr. Hottei atvised that the hzncwritines
hotel rerister arc similar.

th o A Ao i e
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A O

Federal Bureau of Investipation
United Btates Bepartment of Fustice
Hashington, B. ¢.

February 11, 1941

12:39

A

M

ME OZARLUY FOS M. Es A T
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EKRIVITSKY

Re: WALTER G
SAC Hottel, ¥FQ, telephonically edvised that his office
to finc out whether Krivitsky was murdered or com-
suicide,

I astea Mr, Hottel if it had been aeterminea whether

the sulciae notes were actually in Krivitsky & bandwriting, suggesting
thet specimens of the known hanuwriting o

of Krivitsky could undoubtedly
by Cantzin Callahan,

sined freox or throuh i(v-1xr1+1:.nyl;_
|5 Sy ey

attorney
i hd W ‘HUV e W e

=K

in the notes anc that on the

Mr. Hottel stut-a that his office hau been advisea the aoor

to Krivits-y's room was loc<ed Irom the insice ana that it woulo have
been impossible {or anyone to have entered the room other than through
the woor.

I tolu Mr. Hottel to contact & NPA man anc try to ascertain

any available information, cautionin; the NPA man to keep the matter

ential, and to make any suggestions to the NPA man. Mr, Hottel
he could call Captain Callahan ana suggest what can be done,

acaing, ho.ever, that the matter is probablj out of Cuptain Callahan's

h & PR | P S |
nvivutl CJ\PM.LU.UU

oy and J.JJ b.]t‘.‘ ua..uua Ul \.m; DU&.LLJ.UU Dkiutl\-lu I\".i"-

thzt Callahan is Captaion of the No. One Precinct, which covers the
Bellevue Hotel,

Mr. Hottel advised that Krivitssgy registered at the

Bellevue Hotel on February 9th and that it is not known why he was in
washintton, D. C.
of Krivitsky's true iaentity.

Mr, Hottel stated that the hotel management was not
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S Mr. Corven
~  Record of Telephone Call or Visitor o
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- February 1lih 1941 . mew
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\] r. Guian Teman I

Name Le¥aldman, tele 10cally  rew. beem

An attorney in N.Y.C.
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When advi ed the Director was not in th€
office, Je stated he is the attorney for
Generalgrriviteky and wanted to talk to

the Director sometime today about this case.
It was suggested that he talk to an Adssistan

about this and the call 1 was traqg[gggggdto
Mr. Rosen.

‘Prnon:mm)&»nwnvxTﬂ3/ 4& Lf‘
aﬂ ma

_ Mr. Rosen gadvise& that Ilr. #al
= grrongements te come down and see him at
10:15 this morning.=-cd - if ' '
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MENCRANDUM FOR THE ATPTORNEY GENERAL :

I wiah to aduise you of o conferenc hich ir. Eoeen of
this Burecu had this moraing pith Mr, Louig/Vaoldman, an ate
tomey representing Falter Irivitsky, the tndividual who
vas found dead yesterday in his room at the Bellevue Hotel, in
the Distriet. Followinp the public announcement of the {dentity
ond death of Xrivitasky, this Bureau has Deen besteged by Aumerous
press tnquirtes concerning the Bureou's position tn this matter.
There have deen many conjectural statements with reference 40
the activities of Xrivitaky and his presence tn the District
¢/ Columbia., JLouis Waldwmaon, who fdentified Ainself 85 &7 &=
torney of New Tork City representing Krivitsky's estaote, has
given o full atctement o the press of Ats opinfon cencerning
the death of Xrivitsky, which desth Ae qttridutes to the operae
tions of the OCPU, The morning mnewspapers carried o full ond
complete story of these cctivities, and Valdman Aad also ap-
e porently advised the newspapers of Ats intention to visit the
Fe 3 headquarters of the F3I, for upon hts arrtval ot our offtces
e this morning ke waos accompanied by @ corps of mewsmen aad
photographers, The tnformation which Ae furnished to this
Buresu, which I thought you might be tnterested fn having
has already been furnished in full sc the Revspapers by h:n.

Foldman related that Ae had spoken to Xrivitaky last
week; thaot he wos entirely fomtliar with Xrivitsky's persoasl - .

offairs, and knew thot he had been ¢n Virginic preparing to

: settle dovn with his wife and fomily, to legally change Ais
//,name, ond to file an application for citizenship. At that time
1
[}

. L # L , _..:‘.' -
LR Y 1R ir L
P gyt N v i g .

! . . L RS

Krivitsky appeared $0 de in good health,

.-1 .

‘ij .hnxfﬁ>1/' During Yaldman's conversotions with Irfuitsky, he learned
=5- ¢ _hmémgzaﬁat an indfvidual known as—Hans™ had, eccording to Xrivitaky,
e s _TeCently entered the United States t1llegally. "Hans® ts cl-

) T¥Ted ¢to bes ene of the "most brutal killers of the oGPy, ™ ond

. - v s ¥

“YF Glso supposed to occupy 6 promfnent position in the Stalinist

[

- e T¥pime. Noldman knew that Xrivitsky Sfeared "Hand™ dlleged .
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Memorondum for the -
Attorney Genesral «-f -

presence in the United Stctes. Valdman apparently had learned
thot one Poul™Nohl, 178 Lextngton Avenue, New York City, o
Jriend of rrtvttaky, had apparently seen "Hans™ recently.

In ordap €2 ohtcin addidtional {Q‘Par-n4!nn nnnﬂ‘m(nn 'ﬂan- tw
presence in the United States, Falduan wrote o lcttcr to }bul
Yorl, inquiring of the present whereabouts of "Hons." fLe
lend credence to the stotement which Foldman made to the ef=
Ject that he had written to Foul Fohl, he displayed to MNpr,
Eosen o copy ef the letter which he had written to Paul FoAl
under date of Januory 11, 1941,vvherein hc had tnquired cone
eerning the present whereabouts of "Hans. ¥aldman advised
that he did not receive on anever to this Icttcro

Fith reference $o the tuctant clleped homicide, Faldman
fs of the optnion that Xriviteky's decth was not cs & result '
of suicide., KHe knev that Xrivitsky believed his 1(fe was in
danger, particularly because he had learned that "Hans™ was
tn the United States, dccording to Faldman, there was gome
discuseston between Xrivitsky and Aimself cas tc referring the
natter to the local authorities tn Yew York City, so thot
Frivitasky might be afforded police protection, bowcucr, this
was not reported to the New York City~officicls. WFaldman
‘therefore stated that he felt Ae waas partly responsidle for
the death of Xrivitsky because of Ats fatlure te obtain police
protection for him, ,

Fith reference to the (nvestigatfon bclngﬂconductcd dy
the local outhorittes, FValdaon reloted that he had recefved
tnformation from Inspector Bermard ¥, Thompson of the Dictrtet
o/ Colunbic Poltce thot Xriviteky was found by & matd at the
Bellevuc Ilotel at appro:taatcly 9:30 8.m. on rcbruary 10 1941
angd shot GCCU]"QH’!Q to Fl’ll dooctor who GUHBUCF'G 'Fﬂ.’ 'Wl}nﬂflau
of the body, 1t was entirely possidle jbr Eriviiteky to have
expired the previocus mfdnight,

According to Naldman, Xrivitsky had recently written
three letiers. These vere R1s most recent conrunications.
One of these letters was writien §n Engltsh to FNFaldman, one
fn German ta Susanné~LaFollette, and one fn Russian te
Irtvttaky s vtfc. lhldnnn dtd not tndtcctc thc cubatcnco qf

< B b P 2 &4 a2 dhmd dha Ao dha Ta -
| 1:7 4 L'Flr'fﬂ Ull. Lo A" .UUU.’ vudy Wi uuuuwrnbtny VJ .'l.’ J.’lﬂﬁ'l"

vritten to ﬂtl, according to his obgervation, appearcd to be
Xrivitsky's penmanship., This letter, fn Foldmon'’s opinton,



Vemorandum for the
Attorney Censral _ o8

appeared ¢o Aove been written under duress beccuse of tts style
and contents, These letiers vwere poatmarked st Charlotteasville,
Vfrgiufd. .

¥aldman expresaed his dissatisfoction with the manner

fn which the local poltce had Deen conducting thelir {nvestiga«
tion., After relating Ats displeasure of she lecal authorities,
he osked that ¢his Burecu conduct en fmvestigation inée She . - -
case because he delteved thot this was not G mere Aomfcide, bud

vas ¢ matter fnvolving public policy. He atated that it wap

the function of the FBI 4o make tnquiries tnto this ccse Decouse
he knevw that Irivitaky Aad made cvatlable $0 Federcl cuthorities
fnformnation en various eccasions. With reference to tiis state~-
ment of FNoldmon, I wish %0 point eut $haot Kriviteky Acs never

. furnished any tnformation of volue $0 $his Bureau. He Aos

never been used as an fnformant, ond, sccording to tnformation

gnnl?nh?. 4a dhta Biuuwany 44+ da nad ‘nnmn mhadthanw bha had afran
WV P AW IAW [ A J rrer w L4 2 ."-. Y rw LA 3 J BBV EIF WP RIVE S [ 2 ] PP "'-I'

information to ether JFederal agencies., FHe further related that
Xriviteskxy haod been the first to tdentify she passport in the
¥icholas Doxendery case, and that Xriviteky hod furniashed tn-
ormation to Nr., Mirphy of the State Department, This Bureau
Gs no knowledge of any information er assisiance which
Xrivitsky may hove furnished to the Stcte Depariment with
reference to the Dozendery cose. FNoldman relaoted shas _
Krivitsky could have deen of tnvaluable assiastance in fdentify-
ing varfous functionaries of the FParty. Ke stoted that Lrivitaky
ltved tn congtant fecr of Afa life and knew that even thouph .
this fear eristed, tt was Xrivitsky's desire to continue to de
of cssistance to those peraons with whom he hod previocusly declt.
dccording to Foldman, Xriviteky was very fond of Ais famtily,
had not shown ony efgns of depression, menially or othervige,
and did not appear to be tn any state of melancholia, It wap
also Yaldman’s conclustve opinfon that the OGPU were cware of
the cesatatance which Irivitsky may have rendered to tAis
Government, and that beccuse of hts excellent fund of tnforma-
tion Yoldrnan stotes that the OOPU decided 0 do oway with him
oend that therefore Xrivitaky's decth was o matter of vital
tmportance to our Governxent, IS thie cose was mnot completely
solved, 1t would prove to the pudblfc, according se Valdaan's
statement, thot agents of the Soviet Aad a free haond én this
countryy that they would de able $0 do avoy with individucls
bhose interest was infimical to the Soviet, and that those
tndividucls who are here and who are in possesston of Informg=-
tion which noy be furnished to Federal suthortties would be
in constant fear for their lfves.
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lemorandum for the
Attorney General _ . ed .

Mr, ¥aldman was tnformed that the death of Krivitaky
was a motter coming within the Jurtadtction of the local L
guthorittes; that the local authorities had ot the very
outset assumed Jurisdiction of she inquiry tnto Ats death;
that the Coroner had returned a finding of death coused
by suicide ond that in the svent 1t was loter determined
death was caused by murder, the Jurisdiction would etill
rercin in the honds of the local ocuthorities.

Respectfully,

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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g h Atsistant LAC Guerin of the New Yorx Offi “

telephonicaliy auvised that the New Yors Uffice re- j
v ceived information from & newspaper man with refard to- .
' the aeatn of Colonel Wal<er G, Krivitezy. Krpdvitsky was
founa ghot in & roox of the Bellevue Hotel_ Zn ?.a.uhluatou, ‘1
D. C., vhere he had registerec as Schmelha®Ginsbur .
This information was subnittea to Krivitsiy's attorney !
in New York City, one Louis Valaaan. - '

B

—ad

gk

I toic sr. Guerin that the Bureau hud already
received this information; however, it was cesirea that
suultional information be optainea regarcing his aeath.

Mr. Guerin is going to attempt to fima auditional
information either through & coaficential informant or some ‘
otner source. He is going to talk with AgentiiiiffiPregaraing Wc
tae possibie use of an informant who cun discreetly obtain
the iuforzation acesirea. Mr. Guerin will telephonically
auvise the Burcau il any suaitional information is received
by tne lew Yorx Office.

Respectfully,
|' !l’—ﬂﬂ"rﬂ-‘q&! nq I +{
e L u'u,\” el @
[ SR . - awrgre
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.. e of Congregsmon Thomaa in vofcing these stotementis to the preass
‘it er Jersey yesterday was to again gain some headlines for the Dies
% o ,mgorrtttee. This Bureau haes not and will not take any octton in the
H;—-gﬁ?“??" matter unless 1t f8 directed to do sody-pou~
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WEUORANDUW FOR TEE ATTORNKEY GEN-RAL

noticed in the press reperts of today that Congressman
J. Parnelféghomaa, ¢ member of the Dies Committee, gove out a sicte-
ment Iin New Jersey relative to ihe Irivitsky cose, about which I
rrote you {n o memorondur on February 11, 1941. Congressman Thomae
staied, among other things, that he tné;ﬁded to have the Director of
Dies Committiee sometime this
reek, together with the Chief of Police of Washington,
Chief of Deteciives of the
the purpose of finding out
FBI ond also vy it wce so
Congresaman Thomas stated.

D. C. and the
¥askington, D. C. Police Department, for

wvhy this ccse wos not fnuvestigated by the
poorly handled by the local police, as

I do not know whetter this ts merely a publicity stunt

upon thke part of Congressman Tlhomas or whether he does intend to have

such a sutpoenc tssued, but I thought I should call this matier to
your attention and clac remind you of the contents of the memorandum
r*ich’ I cddressed to you under date of Fedbruary 11th and vhich re-
Jerred to on interview vhich wos had by o representotive of this
Furecu with kKr. Louishsoldman, the attorney for Xriuvitsky, ot which
time ¥r. Foldmon wce Informed that this Bureau does not have any
Jurisdiction tn the motier; thot the ccse wos entirely o local case;
cnd thet whatever lnvestigative action was to be taken would have to
be token by the local cuthorities. The local authorities did inveas-

tigate the maotter, I om informed, and did find thot §t wras ¢ suictde.

At that time, 1S I recall correctly, Congressran Thomos viewed the
body of the dececsed man at tle morgue and stoted tlat it xas
Xrivitsky. In his staiement tn New Jersey yeasterday, he stated that
now he has some doubt as to whether the man was Xrivitskty. He did
not state wlat had coused the doubt to arise in his mind.

I, of course, do not see what juriediction the F3I would
ave in a matier of this kind, and it would seen that the sole pur=
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington D ¢

Gentleren -
You undoubteddy know a mllion times more of thisg
Krivitsgky case than anv other people but I chnnot forbear %o

- o I o W Ty — A —_ L = .
make a suggention, It seems to me that the{Dobert of Virginaa

is the one to loo: after, He admite buying the gun, He is
méntioned in one of the letters. At the end as an afterthought,
Why? ToO make him geer to be no party to the affair, His writing
ehould be rerefully checked with the notes. His movemants in
Charlottesville shiuld be looked into. W:a the bullet gurely
“rom the gun that was found, Perhaps he had a gun with p
silencer, came caliber ag the one found. Wny would he do it,

To please 8talin might be Hitler's aim and Dobert may be eimply
following inatructions., Why under the sun do we gllow this Nazi
tc settle here.

Citizen
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DIRECTOR . “ &
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' > ' - ' J Date_February 12, 1941
E‘v; ’ L I e '".-..
red i@ e gal;a&s,c:s.\, 7
- MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
v Mias Gamily

> 11:39 A¥M

Carrollqgéeke of theﬁ{;shington Times-Herald tele-

_ phoned and ctated that in view lof the additional information
—t develgped in thepn ‘rivitsky case including the gdent;‘_ty of Fitel
wolfe Dobert a cnnfeqsed “Nazi storn trooper who broke with
Hitler in 1933 and of the identification of }.:’rs.xobert as

the person uwho drove Arivitsky to his hotel, he nted to know
1f the #4I is now investigating.

I told him the Bureau is not investigating this case.

Fe stated that in view of the new gngles, he would be
of the orinion that the FBI would investigate the murder in view
b3 T of the fact that 11 appears g conspiracy was entered into
-1 - resuliing in the murder. I told him that the FBI has juris-
i diction as to crimes including nurder committed on Government
: reservations or on the hijh seas and that the local police have
. Jurisdiction over nmurders in the District of Columbiac cccurring
szeg on other than Zovernment reservations.

L'r. Peeke stated that the death weapon bears serial
number 43807 and reporters of the Times-Ferald have ascertained
the fgun was purchased in Charlottesmlle, Virginia; that it was
taken in trade in connection with the purchase of another gun.
The reporters are working on this angle at the present time.

Xr. Peeke also stated ;iitherensky, the well-knoun

e )
o . .
T IR
kb o T

. *\‘ .E.'H

Ruseian in New York, insgsists wit dnan that it is,a murder
and not a suicide; that Kerensky furtiher states that|"Fans” is
' the killer. I made no conment to this stiectenent.
; S s s ED Dao 11i46-]3
¥r. Peeke alco advised t*'at Attorney kEgla man_sald 1D
E Tzreﬂ-ﬂerald reporters that the Department of Justice in" New York
sked Wald-an to produce Kerensiy before the Grand quy.Ftﬁplgfkqﬁ‘
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Yenorancdum for the Director -L- February 12, 1941

what was known about that. I informed him that his inguiry

should be malde of L'r. Allen in the Department of Justice; that
the FBI has nothing to do with Grand Jury proceedings.

Mr. Peeke stated that Kaldnan informed Times-Herald
reporters thet the T3l apente in New York promised Frivitsky
nretection ancd trat when Xrivitety lejt lVew York, naldman in-
giructed him to contact Xr. Hoover at the FBI and denand
protection.

I inforned LM'r. Feeke that the statement is not true;

SJurther, that the ¥BI does not furnish protection and that agents
do not act a5 guards.

Respecitfully,

9{@“*7/
<. zjjiracy
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Fedrral Burran of Investination

Mnited States Departnent of Justice

¥RG:CS New York, N.
61~-507 February 20, 1941
Director

Federal Bureau of Investipation
“ashirgton, D, C,

RE: COWMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE
UI'TTED STATES
Dear Sir:
| ——
e

advised this office on February 11, 1941 that o
General WALTER G.' KRIVITSKY was very free with an mdiv:ldual
BOMIS FHZ, an employee of the\0OGTU. According to* I

W‘D‘? hae ooV ewa’-’ e N LY o I Tes

rTmey
,,,,,, red every move of General FRAVIISKY

L ]
in this country.

Later in the day—again communicated

with the office and stated that he had learned through a con~-

fidential informant that the individual previcusly referred to

him was actually ope ALFRILD HERZ LORIS. He stated that BORIS

}’_" is actually GECURGE NINK who was supposed to make arrangements
» for all ¢ e\{ﬂlmgs in the Cormunist Party. MINK is a brother-in-law

| of LRLCLD VU(J"YSJ\L wh0o i3 the head of the Red J.n‘bernanlon&l.

Labor nion in Russia. LINK'S assistant is HERKAN NICHOLAS, SHERMAN
who azthorized the assassinztion of the Italian Jeader in cel ona
namely CARLT LLO\E.R.‘ ERI on a date unknown.

Very truly yours,

éf’M

3] B. J..-. unuru-gl.
o l.-

Special Apent in Charge
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PJIT1AJ September 13, 1941

. Asaistant Director E. J. Comnnelley
\,Iu York, Kew York
- 2
h RL: VALTPR 0. XRIVITSKY;
ESPIONAOE - R,

Dear Sirs

nvarsation between

Reference is mnde to the telephonic
€14 Dffice and Supervisor B'?C

Special Agent ths Few York e and 8 v{ sor
P. J. Wacks of the Bureau regnrding the o of inforsation conceruing
the present whereabouts of Mrs, ¥Walter §. Xrivitsky and her son.

e m et

The Bureau desires special sgent (SR - 1oterview Ve
¥r. Berman Zimels, Vice President of the Nutual Life Insurance Cospany
of Brooklyn, New York, to obtain whatever information that company has
in its possession regarding Mrs. Krivitaky and her presaut whereahouts.

It should be irpressed upon Mr. Zimals that this purti colar inoquiry
i made in the atrictast confidanca.

4 teletype sumrary of ths infomation obtained should be
sulmitted to the Burean not later than September 19, 1941,

Very truly yowrs,
LT

| L John 'R'do-v Hnawer

e ...:J

xn‘--‘. . - Up!& li

X mroc‘l‘nr

e —-—-m}f%. 104-52 B/@\&&Qk
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v 4 s Mr. E. A Tamm ...

Mr Clegg ovennnnes
Mr. Foxworth _______

V Mr. Netben ... ..
(9

A Mr. lacdd.....caoae.e

Mr. Nichola____.___..
Mr.Hendon..........

Mr, Rosen ..

PR 4 PP . /"‘ Tracy

R ¢ ] Mise Guady
A

Tie following telegram v.s received todzy sent to

thie e.me party es those furnished to you yesterdey

ana sent by the suie sencer:

"1.i11 you check TVALDMAN, Hotel Willard, on todayts
Journszi story tact revelver found wos .38 eslitre
vhile™WQE LT says YRIVITSKY bought .32. Also
VAL AN yegtnzdh. teleﬁho d Vaeshingtonien in on
tne mo (ﬂonilcentlulleLlec Committee Investiga-
tor) lvt in. him think he was talking to LOUIS

~LLiad, e2id emphatie-1ly that it was & suicice.

You mizht pru LolIUA on that,  Also you zight
ouild ur & new lezd on the statenent from JALDLAN
trit vhether culcicde or nurcer vhet he vwants is a
recer.y in ulry in%o the activities of the 0GPU

here.™
pUirITATIIAT oM ARUTATITN
r(‘.l- [ Y.l t-‘J:jll:;J-"L
o e
rotr
(P T T bl&mu

RECORVED & l::u};éﬂ -l‘/do_ /// 9 é —'/5
1
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February 14, 1941

YENCIIITOY POE W, B, A, 'rp:'"®@
A

‘ <

RE: GENERAL WALTER G, Kmvﬂq,-
with alieses: Samuel -Ginsberg,
Shmel;z" Ginsberg, Walter 'Krokef.

Keference is made to the recent death bf General Walter

G. Frivitsky who was fourd dead 2t his hotel roon in the
Ecllevue Hotel, 15 E Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C.,
on February 10, 1941.

Reference is alsc made to the various newspaper articles

\ comrenting on the death of Generzl Krjvitsky and especially to

the &leged statements made by Loui
Froadvay,
the latter's death.
deatl 2t the hands of O3SPU Arents.

waldman, Attorney, 302
New. York City, who represented Krivitsky »rior to
%eldman neintained thet Krivitsky met his
He stated to newspaner

revresentetives thzt he had furnished the rBI with documentary
rroof that one Hans™Rruesse, "a notoricus OGPU killer" was
aesimned tc liguidate the former co-workers c¢f the Soviet Secret .
Service in New York City.

8 review of the Bureau files indicated that neither ¥Valdman

or ¥rivitsky ever furnished informztion to the Bureau regarding

the above-mentioned Hans Bruesse. -
ir the files of the Bureau regarding Hans Eruesse 1is a2 passing (""
reference made by ¥rivitsky reparding him in an article written

The only informetion arpearing

bty KErivitsky which appeared in the fucust 5, 1939 issue of the

aturday Eveninr Fost.

The excerpt of that article, wherein the

nzne of Hans Bruesse is mentioned, is set forth in the report of

Special Apent
case entitled,

dated August 19, 1939 in the wWc
"Serge Bassoff; John Antonedy; William Gorawayj

Espionage", Burenu file #65-}';;3?%'[;[)]“0  Ix UL\ﬁi’ /M — ///[/é .__I b

interviewed by Speciel Agent
on October &, 1939, in connection with the above-mentj.oned cace; s

it may be ncted that at the time General Krlva.tsky was - VES
of the New York City Field Office
bl

YWoendurd dolems moe 3 ..—.l

________ B v Y. N -t

t’..“.l .Lll L-Lt: EJLGJC?HL'{: Vi \idmml, Ilt‘.L‘.vllUI na.x.i..u..h:.'n jitery MJ.VJ.DDA\' HMEellvlul d
the name of Hans Eruesse or supplied any informction éoncerning his
idertity or cetivities,

COVIES D

semored 422, (?7 B! D SRS
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¥emo for Tamm -2 -

Pursuznt to instructions from Suvervisor C. H. Carson,
the New York City Field Office has been reguested ito make sovorovriste
inguiries of the Confidential Informants of that Office to determine
the identity and affiliaticns cf Bans Bruesse as well as the identity
énl activities of Colonel EBoris Pykev and Gertrude Schilback,

iniiviiugls &lso rentioned in the zbove-mentioned article by Krivitsky.

The Rickmond Field Division has been requested to institute
a rreliminary investipation reparding the background, reputation and
ectivities of Mr, enl Mrs. Eithel 7. Dobert, residing near Chzrlottesville,
Virginia, with whom Krivitsky svent the week end preceding his death.

Bethk the New York City end hRichrond Field Iivisions were

instructed tc cornduct the recuested investicaticns in & highly

discreet and confidential manner in view of the recent rublicity
given to Krivitsky.

Respectfully,

@, oz T

Psd. Wacks
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JOHN EDGAs HODVER . ] /
. DIRECTOR - ' 3 /

Fedreral Bureau of fnuestigation
United States Department of Fustice

HWashington, B_¢.
LATs I rebruary 12, 1941

JEVOLANVITY 00 Vi LILLCTOR

Althouch we have every reason to believe that Casimer

Fo ralrer ic comnletely and entirely unreliabtle, I cdon't be-
iieve we can overlook the poscibility of there being something
to the story outlined in the cttached telecram [from Henry Payn-
— Sy

ter.
p———————_t

¢f cource, everythinn that we have ever obtainec Jrom
Pelrmer, vho you will recall is Jrecuently contacted by 3ob X,
hae been vithout factual SJoundation, I believe, houvever, we
have nothin: to loce by at least interviewing Palmer, and if
you approve, I will inctruct the New York office to do this.

4 '
‘ ’ Ecward 4. Tamn
A Lk axstheh K |
sttachment w S %
L rrraa .
<t .
b AU 3 J' :
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Fedruary 14, 1941

Joo-11146-/7

X Mro Fenry Poynter
Adsstatont Editor

®PU" Lagazine

New Jork, Nev York

Dear Mr. Poynter:

I epprectate your courtesy $n furnishing

thc inforration concerntiny Castmer Filtnas Palmer
contained tn your telegram o/ Felruory 11, 1941,
Upon recetuing these dac I $nstructed tM Spectal

Azent tn Clharge of my Kew York O/ fce to hove on
A7ent ozl upon you at once in nw!.n that ¢tha

Jurecu ntght Lave t.e bcncﬂt oS tHa tn,’oructtan.
In the event tlere f8 any fndfoatfon of @ vielation
o/ a Federal sictuie vithkfn the fnueetipative
jurhdictiou o/ this Bureau you may bde dssured
uyyrﬁfrtu-l cction will be tahen,

Sinoerely yours,

A‘ : .‘I”:hj‘.‘:'i}?l EG"!1-A¥§:'}E ~ n . tﬂ__ hﬂ:@hﬂ—-\»{rx-
e R I AT ™
t’ ;.. .,lJ Lnr... T‘. I..ol ;ra Jo)u‘ :dpar ggov‘r

Director

AL oo xn gY QQ&-SIJSU

CC = New York

. co [ CoN MUNICATIONS SECTION .
moe | fiB 27 1941 * |
LT LT S | -
- ‘ . FEOULKAL BL D:IF (ﬁih\fQTluﬂlO‘l. . \‘{-l} - \
B Moo e L3 LEFAW MERT OF LSl YT ‘
. Gosan L——-—-——~—-“_"('1"7‘:_:~M
e .‘\i‘ [
iss Smndy

0



,...,....
Lty

..-..
.
e
e e a

e

et o R TREIE
L

BT R N Y

_'.k-' } T
Siney ! .

FEDERM. BUREAD OF INYEZTIGATION
§.§ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BUMMUH{AHUKS SECTION

FEB 11 1941

WESTERN TUNION

Wl W46 87 DL XC

Mr.
:!Vr Naikemn oL L.
"M Lase .

Mr. Glavio .. ... __.

‘/ Mr. Niehola b0

.....

Yorrortk |
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J EDGAR HOOVER F B I
PERSONAL AND CONPIDENTIAL

LN

[IE ~ - V
THE MEN WHO KILLED KRIVITSKY TRIFD TO YIRE CASIMER PILINASﬁFELMfﬁ,//

TWO MONTHS AGO TO PERFORM A KIDNAPPING JOB IN TYIS COUNTRY

FOR STALIN,

PALMNEZR WANTED TO WORK ON THE MATTER FOR US

AND THE ONLY REASON HE DIDNT IS THAT WE RAN OUT OF DOUGH,

I BELIEZVE PALMER TO BE ENTIRELY RELIABLE AND TO -KNOW THE WHOLE

INSIDE STORY SOME OF YOUR PEOPLE KNOW HIM IF YOU DONT

HAPPEN TO YOURSELF, PLEASE LET ME KNOW ANYTIME I CAN EVER BE

OF SERVICE TO YOU, BEST WISHES

HENRY “PAYNTER, * +RTOOROED & meprr,
\ /\' : ".,‘\
- -
S11A FER 11, ﬂ_@-'-‘_. Ay {
S "
\ P ¥

(%0~ Il = 777
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$ederal Bureau of Inuestigation

United Btates Department of Fustire i mnend
Biashington, 8. ¢. ;,u i}

February 10, 1941

LTIORANDUL. FOR KR. E. A, TAGD: Mrj Poote

-
Re: WALTER G. KARIVITSKY

I called SAC Hottel of the Washinston Field Office with

regard to the attached news items of th¥<iashington City News
Service dated February 10th, and told him that the Bureau wants
a very discreet check into the matter of Krivitsky's death,

1

f Lot aey

particularly as to whether the individual found dead in the
Bellevue Hotel at Tashington, D, C., today is actually Walter G,

v A My wweiy =8 Ty ¥LDy a2 SRS

FKrivitsky and, if so, whether he was murdered and, if possible,

by whon,

It was explained to Mr. Hottel that this matter mist

be handled very discreetly so as to preclude the possibility of
the Bureau's getting publicity in connection therewith.

ir. Hottel was told that the Bureau is denying to the

press that an investigation is being conducted. It was pointed
out to him, however, that if krivitsky was actually slain, there
is an excellent possibility the job was done b?*OGPU agent.s under
orders from the OGPU organization in fussia, for which reason
the Bureau is vitally interested, although we must conceal our

interest.

v Hrattal atatad tha ha =y hn
BN [ 1)

o v1d nr'llll.l..'\b Y
bl » IIUUUO SUAYL WL L A% L S o L F — —

wat 1A
Sl 59" bl Tdfah. -
the NFi man, who probably handled the police inves!!-

gation for homicide, and will arrange to get the facts in detail.

Kr. Hottel subsequently called back and advised that

Krivitsky's body is at the lorgue and that he does not consider
it advisable to send an Agent there to see the body tonight.

I pointed

out to kr. Hottel that this would probably not do a

ereat dez2l of pood, inasmuch as none of the Agents of the WFO
could readily idemtify Krivitsky, excert from & magazine photo-
erarh, lr. Hottel being advised that Lhrivitsky wrote a series of
articles for the Saturday Evening Post about lay or June, 1940,
and that his photograph appeared in the Saturday Zvening Post

at that time. Lr. Hottel advised he has heard newspaper

TTOORTFD & 1\"\'*1'*"‘"? ' [l 'TI;}"}?;' /o U

L ~en {1-,-..‘;!-:.?'.
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YXemorandum for
Kr. E. A, Tamm -2 - February 10, 1941

to the effect that Krivitsky, who testified before the Dies Com-
mittee durinz the past sumer, will be viewed by representatives
of the Dies Com-ittee tomorrow in an effort to effect a2 positive
identification,

dgspectfully,
C. H. Carsen
Aattachment
hddendum:

Apent NP -f the iashington Field Office subsequently Wy e
advised that he had received information from a member of the
detropolitan Police, Washington, that lLir, latthews, an investi- \
gator for the Dies Committee, has positively identified the body

as bein: that of Krivitsky.

agent (Y st 2ted that newspaper reporters are so
thick arocund the Police Department tonight and are showinz so
much interest in this case it will be virtually impossible to
obtain any definite information one way or another. He did not
know whether the police have recoversd the bullet and taken steps
to compare it with the gun found near Krivitsky's hand. (The
report is that hrivitsky was found dead by a charibermaid in the
Bellevue Hotel, with a bullet wound through his head and a .38
automatic pistol by his hand.) ngent._does not know
what, if any, olews the police have indiecating possible murdser,
suicide, or just what the story actually was,

Some letters written in fussian were found on Krivitsky,
and Agent —is having these translated at the Bureau
tonisht,
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For your infarmation I wish to advise that Walter 0. Kriviteky
was found deed in his hotel roam in the Bellevue Hotel, 15 E Street,
Northwest, Washington, D, C., on February 10, 1941. Krivitsky
left New York City on or about Febtruary 5, 1941 and proceedsd to
the hone of Mr. and Nrs. Eithel W, Dobert who reside on s fara
near Charlottesville, Virginia. On Sunday, Pebruary 9, 1941, .
Krivitaky and ¥rs, Dobert left Chlrlottesﬁllo and motored to

¥oshington, D, C. Frivitsky registered at the Bellevue Hotel unigr —

the name of Walter Prgk,gl,[l i _;4 - @
While at the Dobert residence Krivitsky purchased a 1.33 falitre

automatic revolver which was found in his rooa. oy T oo
The Medical Examiner for the District of Colmmbia, afters o

reviewing all the facts pertaining to this particular utter renderdd

an official opinion that Krivitaky committed suicide with t.lh nbon-
mtiomd +38 calibre revolver, A death certificate to that eff#ct—
has been officially filed,

Prior to his death Krivitaky wrots three different notes
which indicated suicidal intentiona, These notes together with the

location and physical surroundings of Krivitsky's hotel room precluded

any opinion that Krivitsky was murdered,
: : Ll ' ANRE _M_&(L.SK.IS.Q)
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It may be of intersst to you to know that Louis W
an Attorney with offices st 302 Brosdway, Mew York City, represented -
Krivitsky prior to the latterf's death and was of the opinion that
Kriviteky was surdered by OGPU Agenta, Waldman has stated that he
furnished this Bureau with tion concerning one Hand\Bruesss
adlegelly a “notoricus OCPU killer® who had been assigned to "liguidate®
former Agents of the Soviet Secret Police Organisation.

o e e =

For your information the only data appearing in the files of
this Bureaun pertaining to Hang Bruesse is & passing reference to khia
by Krivitsky in the latter's article which anpeared in the August 5,
1939 issue of the Saturdsy Evening Post entitled, "My Flight Mrem Stalin®,
In this saze article ¥rivitsky mentioned the names of Colonsl Beoris

Brkov and Oertrude Schilbebh gllegedly members of the OCPU (rganisstionm,
For your confidential information this Bureau is presently

econiucting a eonfidential inquiry regarding the identity and whereabouts
of Hans Brussse, Cclonel Boris~Rykov and Gertruie~Gchilbach, = LL

I would svpreciate any inforastion appearing in your files f
regarding these three individuals. /
In the cvent cur investigstion reveals anything which may be

of interest, the sane will be pramtly transzitted to you for your
information.

I sssure you that I desire to coopsrate in all matters of
mitual interest,

Bincerely yours,

x BRI
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TELETYPE
1
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. - FBI MIAMI 2-12-41  12-18 PM EC
| DIRECTOR 5
L~ GENERAL WALTER G KRIVITSKY INFORMATION CONCERNING
NQ&E CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT ADVISES INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM BOSTON THAT
T: /' THREE EIGHT SAVAGE REVOLVER USED IN DEATH OF KRIVITSKY REGISTERED IN
— NAME OF FRANK| MCCORT WHO IS AT WILHOLM COTTAGE, HOLLYWOOD FLORIDA.
ADVISE IF MCCORT SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED.,
r— ' WYLY
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February 14, 1941 )
3 RATTTE CRITARED c
‘ A i AR NAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY |
L L o-exo> O sicfre §) ATI’
Special Agent in Charge 2 333

New York, New York
' - -77
RE: HANS FUETE;
EITHEL W.{DPBERT;
MAF GUEF ITE fDOBERT;
ESPIONAGE 4 R,

Dear Sir:

Heference is made to the recent death of Genercl ¥alter G.
CDKriv1LQky, former head of the Soviet Military Intelligence in Western
Europe. Eriwitsky was found deed in his hotel room et the Bellevue
Hotel, 15 E Street, M. ¥., Washington, D. C., on February 10, 1941.

Krivitsky had regicstered st the Bellevue Hotel on fundzoy,
Febrvary 9, 1941 a“ter spending the preceding few days at the home of
< - Mr. and ¥rs. Eithel V. Dobert who reside on a farm near Charlottesville,
Virginis, with their son Stephen, two and one-helf years of age.
Dotert h:e been described in verious newspaper articles as a former
Nazi army Officer, author and lecturer.

ACCQrding to &en article appeqring in the February 11, 1940 .-
issue of the Washington J..LITIQS-“EI'&LQ, Louis raJ.dman, 302 Dro&uua}r,
Nev York City, an Attorney who formerly reprecented Krivitsky, stated
that Krivits''y left New York City about & weck prior to the latter's
death and had feiled to return to ¥ew York City; that Kriwitsky was
scheduled to appear before the Coudert-Repp Committee investigating
subversive activities in the New York City Schools.

According to information sppearing in the various newspaper
articles, %eldmap is of the opinion that Kriviteky's death was caused
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with NEWSpPEPEY T presentatlveb steted thet he, ¥aldman, furnished the
Buregu with documentsry evidence concerning Hens Bruesse whom he

identified as "a notorious OGPU killer who cast a deep spell of fesr
on the General", and who allegedly was aseigned to "liquidate" former
co-rorkers of the foviet Secret Police Ofganization., The February 12,
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SAC, “ew York -2 -

191 iesue of the Washington Times-Herald newspaper contained a
reproduction of a let er allegedly found smong Krivitsky's personal
e“fects. This letter was dated January 7, 1941 and bore the
gigneture of Paul Wohl, 173 Lexington Avenue, New York City. The
letter read &s follows:

*New York January 7, 1941
173 Lexington Avenue.

My dear Miss L& Follette,

kKill you please inform your honorable -~
friend K. that en ominous person is in New York: Hans -~

Thir letter ie addressed to you since K.”*/”"(
hides from me. VYbviously, to escape the serving of a
sumnons for the remaining $200 which he owes me in

virtue of & formnl srbitration award 4o which I
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submitted at hirs request.

Hie devious practices hardly justify this
warming. 1 hesitate to Bend it. It may be better to
let the rats devour each other. '

Yours truly

(s). PAU'*-WOHL
Psul Wohl

Mise SuzanneflaFollette,
22 Test 23rd Street,
New York City.

For your information, Miss lLaFollette is an alleged writer
residing in New York City and was a close friend of General Krivitsky.

An examination of the Bureau files indicated that the only
informution pertaining to Hans Bruesse appears in the article written
by Erivitsty and publirshed in the apugust 5, 1239 issue of the faturdey
Fvening Post. The excerpt of that article, wherein the name of



‘11929, that Dr. Paul Fohl, & German refugee affiliated with the \

SLC, New York -3 -

Hens Bruesse is mentioned, is set forth in the report of fpecisl

Agent dated August 194 1939 in the cease entitled, W)IC .
"Sergd Eessoff; JohnfAntonedy; Williazf Gorwey; - Espionage.” ’
Your attention ir called to that perticulap excerpt of Krivitsly's ‘

ticle wherein the names of Colonel Borijrhykov and Gertrude
Schildbach are mentioned. :

by your &dditionel inf‘omation./c:onf‘idential Informant B
, of the New York City Field Office, reported on August 16,

International Press and Literury Bureau, 171 Madison Avenue, New York
City, informed him, ‘, that Krivitsky was extremely nervous
beceuse he was being "hounded™ by Communists; that Krivitsky was

under the impression thet Stalin intended to do away with him and had
appropriated $100,000. to "get him", it is believed that Paul Wohl ,
mentioned by Confidential informant irs identicial with the /

individuel whose names appears in the letter addressed to Miss Suzanne
Le Follette, as ebove set forth. 4+t is very possible that Paul ®ohl
mey be in possescion of informetion bearing upon the identity of Hans
Eruesse,

The New York City Field Divieion is requested to immedistely -
etlempt to ascertiin through ite Confidentisl informants the identity,
reputation, background and activitiee of Hans Bruesre, Forie Bykov

anc Gertrude Schildbach to determine whether these individuals are

precently in the United ftates end affilisted with the OGPU Organization.

it is suggested that this investigation be essigned to A D we
who at one time interviewed General %“alter Xriviteky and who

1s familier with the background of hussiesn Comunmistic activities in

Nex York City.

Your attention is called to the delinquent stetus o° the cese >
entitled, "ferge Bessoff, et al;" mentioned abore. You were requested
on Janurry 22, 1941 ts review this particular case and subnit s report
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