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As a result of & recent inspection of the Chicago
Office, it was suggested that a concerted effort be made to
determine the wheresbouts of W.D. FARD,reportedly the founder
of the Nation of Islam (NOI). According to speeches and .
writinﬁs of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, the National Leader of the NOI,
"Allah" came to Detroit, Michigan from Mecca in 1930 in the
person of one W.D. FARD and taught him for 3 years concerning

pate: July 31, 1957

O
P

|

{

Islam. According to MUHAMMAD, FARD was arrested by the Detroit
Police Department in 1933, and shortly thereafter was asked to

leave Detroit by the police department. MUHAMMAD clalims that
FARD continued to teach Islam in Chicago until 193k, at which
time FARD disappeared and nothing about him has been heard

since thils time.

The r'lles of the Chicago O0ffice Iindicate that
W.D. FARD, as WALLACE DON FARD, FBI # 56062, was arrested as
WALLACE FARAD by the Detreit, Michigan Police Department on
May 25, 1§33, their number )4.5138, on & charge of INV. No
dlsposition was given,

The Identification Record for PARD dlsc indicates
that he was arreated by the Los dngeles, Cslifornia Police

Department as WALLIE FORD, their number 164118, on November 17,

1918, on a chargc of ADW. No disposition was given.

’ (2-Detroit NN ( RM)

2-Los Angeles (IM)
2-8an Prancisco (RM)
1-Chicago (10?-33683)

T
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This reco»d also indicates that FARD was recelved
at the State Frison, San Quentin, California, as WALLIE D.
FORD, their number 4231}, on June 26, 1926 on a charge of
VIOL, POIS Act. Disposition given O to & years, May 26, 1933,

DISCH.

E%Bher entries on the FBI Identification Record
are EQLQE_ #1648, Los Angeles, California, WA, sale, $400
or 180 days; WALLEI FORD, #16448, Los 'Angeles, California,
WA, P0OSS, March L, 1926, $1.00 or 1 day, March l, 1926.
Additional allases listed are WALLACE FORD and W.D. FARAD.

The following 1s a description as furnished by

[ I ol B ]

the Detroit Police Department, their number 45130:

Sex Male

Rece White

Age 33 years 1in 1933
Weight 127 gounds
Height : 5'63

Build Slim

Hair Black

Eyeos Maroon
Rationality Arabian

According to the FBI Identification Record, additional
information in the files of the Bureau indicate birth place as

Nwamsmn ~antirmadrd v Aasasls mokdAamalddw Amand anm T o d A
WL U&ULL’ Ve upavlVil Wi il P iLVilald I-IJ NG L LWall ’ UULFI&JL“ALULI

dark, scars and merks, small scar back of left hand, black mole
right side of stomach. ;

Detroit is requested to review the indices of thelr
Office for any pertinent information concerning W.D., FARD or
WALLACE DON Xapbi»MRLLACE FARAD, Detroit 1is also requested to
f7T,‘ review records of the Ddtroit Police Department, their number
z .o .thlBB, and ascertain circumstances concerning FARD!s arrest
7 A.b%on May 25, 1933 and disposition thersof, and to furnish Chicago
M 5 a photograph if available,
167 -

3
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Los Angeles is requested to revliew Los Angeles - -
Police Department record number 16448, and advise Chicago
of the circumstances surrounding the arrest of FARD for ADW
and disposition thereof. It is elso requested that a photograph,
if aveilable, be furnished.

San Prancisco is requested to contact officlals
at San Quentin Prison amd review their file #,231L, and advise
Chicago circumstances surrounding the incarceration of FARD,

and if avsilable, furnish a photograph.

It is requested that all Offices recelving coples /”
of this letter ws furnished the requested information by /
letter. /7

/



()ﬁﬁ'm’ Detroit (100-26356)

e

¥. D, FARD, wa, Wallase Furad
an - NOI

Reference 1is made %0 your letter of July 31, 1957,
with respect to captionsd Subjest.

A review of Detroit Indices reflects that Chieago
has received all intelligence availadle 1n the files of this
Investigative Clerk

orrice, ( )(\
An?ut 9
1957, asecertained from Patro Detroit Police
Depariment, that Subject as WAL n olt Police
Department #5138, was arrested Nay 25, 1933, by that
Departmant for Investigation at the Praymore Hotel as chief
of the Voodoos. FARAD was then described as age 33, 5' 87,
135 1bs,, Arabian ancestry, minister, MNo disposition
eppeared and no other details were available frem the Detroit
- Police De t £iles. A photograph of Bubjeet obtained
from the Detroit Police Department is deing forwarded as
an enslosure herewith, : .
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SAC 5 saitfmuczsco (100-4,3165)

ATION CONTAINED
W. D, FARD "“Ré?,fm LSS
SM - NOI

001 CHICAGO
Re Chicagoe letter to Detroit dated July 31, 1957,

A ‘On August 15, 1957.“ Records Section,
?(\ San Quentin Btate P Zan ‘uentin, caiifornia, mede avail=
able to ﬂmromuon pertaining to WALLIE
D, PORD, San Cuentin number [231L. i
These redords reflect that under the name of WALLIE D.
FORD, indicnted as the true name of the Sudject, hs was received
at San Quentin Penitentiary Juns 12, 1926, from Los Angeles
County, California, where he had been convicted for & violation
of the B8tate Polgon iot, These records further indicated that
FORD was born at Portland, Ore-on, on February 25, 1891, his
father bein.- ZARED RORD, mother, LZATRICE FORD, both of whom
were born in Hawgll, ZKRED PORD!s ocoupation ves listed as
operator of the Ford Bottling Works, Honolulu, Hawaii, The
followin  deseription was noted relative to WALLIE D, FORD:

Race White

Ocoupation Coo

Heirht ' 3 378"

Hoirhs 33 pounds

Comnlexion Dark

Eyaa . Maroon

' ' Black

Hnritll Statua Harried

Children , are 5 = 1926.
—— Rducation Panits anh.oolt. Pertiand,
S ; { 0!‘0[‘0!1.

Pormer iddréss 4401 Mount Eagle Plascs,

Les Angeles, Califorria,.

' When interviewed by Califormia 8tate Parole Authorities
‘ eoncerning his past, the records i{ndicate that FORD furnished
infermation as follows?

i

2 « Burean (RRG)
1 = Chisage 3190-33683) {REG)
@ Detroit (Info) (
Los Angzeles (Info) (REG)
- ann Pranciseo (100-}3165)
{1 « 25-2916%)
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Be was bdora in Portland, Oregon, in 1391, and e
lived in that city until 1313, at whioh time he moved
to the Lea Angeles area where he resided until the time
of his arrest, He married HAZEL BARTOE in Leos Angsles
end shs was 26 yoars of &ge at that time, One ohlild
resébted from this union,

Ascording to San Cuentin records, District
Attorney KEIES of Los Angelo: County, prosesutor in
the “ubjuet's case, made the following statement eoncern~
ing the erime, "This defendant had in his poassession
drugs which his partner EDHARD DONALDSON offered to
sell to police officers for $225., They becams suspicious
when they detected one of the officerk handocuffs and
refused to go through with the deal, Offiaars found
ths drugs at PORD's place of business,”

San Juentin records refleet that while in that
institution, letters were received atteating to FORD's
good character from the follewing individuals:

Mrs, HAZEL E. OSBORNE (former wife), who stated
in sudbstance that PORD d4id not drink, smoke, or gamble,
He waszs morally & good man that because hé was tempermontal,
their marriage resulted in divorse,

Mrs, MARY BROWN of Les Anceles, who ltated that
FORD had been "lilke one of our family for ten yoars,"

Mrs, PiZARL MORTON of Leos Angeien, who wrots on
May 23, 1927, "I have known him for 1l ycara; my
mother and I have alwayas been very fond of hnm...nlwnys
treated him as one of tho ramily.es™

Hhilc incareerated at fan Quentin, the Subject
was soployed in the Jute mill and az a rosad werker.

S

_ San Quentin records indicete that FORD was
released fram San Quentin May 27, 1929,

in ormation oories of this communication are
furnished troit and Les Angelss for :nailtanec in their __
investigation of instent ease,

It 43 noted that the reeordl ef San Quentin
Prison are currently being consolidated with other state

- 00909 33)
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photogiraph of the Subject is avsilable &t the present
time, Efforts will be made in the immediate future to
obtain a photogrash of FORD from the Btate Recordts
Orfice at Vacarille, California, when these records
are filed and made available.

LEAD
SAN FRANCISCO:
AT VACAVILLE, CALIP RNIA

Will obtain a photegraph of WALLIE D. FORD,
San Quentin number h231h.
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FROM : . SAC, CHICAGO (100-33683)

SUBJECT ¢ W, D. FARD ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . s o £-O
SECURITY MATTER - NOI HERMS%FIED
0.0.~ Chicago DATEL =24 -A1SBY <(>

v

Reference San Francisco letter to Bureau 8/27/57.

For the information of the Honolulu, Portland, and
Washington Field Offices, as a result of a recent inspection
of the Chicago 0fflice, it was suggested that a concerted erforf/)
be made to determine the whereabouts of W. D. FARD, reportedly
the founder of the Nation of Islam (NOI),.

According to speeches and writings of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD,
the National leader of the NOI, "ALLAH" came to Detroit,

Michigan, from Mec the person of one W, D, FARD,
who taught him, MUHAMMAD, for thres years concerning lslam,

MUHAMMAD claims_ thet FARD tsught Islem in Detroit, MichiE&n,
oo o at which time he was asked to leavs roit
by the Detroit Police Department and subsequently came to
ChicEgo, 1llinols, FARD taught Isiam until 193, et which time

he  disappeared and nothing has been heard from him since
that time. MUHAMMAD hss also indicated that FARD returned
to Mscce.,

2 Bureau (REGISTERED)

Detroit (100-26356) (REGISTERED)
Honotulu (AIR MAIL-REGISTERED)
Los Angeles (105-4805) (REGISTERED)
Portland (REGIETERED)

San Francisco (100-43165) (REGISTERED)

Waahinstan T1alAd on'{nn {REATISTERRENDY

WOOLLllim il L Aviu iiseve (LT LW AL/

Chicago
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Investigation in this matter indicates that W. D,
FARD may be identical with one WALIIE FORD, FBI #56062, who

was arrested on February 15
Department, their number 16

1926, by The Los Angeles Police
8, for violation of the State

Polson Act and subsequently received a sentence of one-half
to six years at San RQuentin Prison, San Quentin, California,

el oo fan s L !
thelr number 4231l,

Relet indicates that the records of the San Quentin
Prison, their number 4231}, for WALLIE D, FORD indicates thet
the subject was received at San Quentin PenTtentiary on

~June 12, 1926, from Los Angeles,
indicate that FORD was born on February 25, 1891, at Portland,

Californiea. These records

Oregon, and his parents were listed as mother, BEATRICE FORD,
and father, ZARED FORD, both of whom.were born in Haweil,

Prison records reflect that ZARED FORD's occupation was

listed as the operator of the Ford Bottling Works, Honolulu,
Hawali, When interviewed by Californis State Parocle Authoritiesx
concerning his past, the prison records indicated that FORD
furnished information that he resided in Portland, Oregon,

Pram 1807 A 1079 ot 2frlal +Flma lua

----- A b T A Aomom ] am
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until his arreat in 1926,

‘He married HAZEL BARTON, age 26,
in Los Angeles during this time and one child, '

s resulted

from this union. FORD was released from San Quantih on May

27, 1929.

The prison records reflect the following description

ol FORD:

sce:
ccupation:
Height: .
Woight-u
Complexion°
Eyeos:

Hair:

Marital Status:
Children:

Education:

o

Former Addres=s:

White

Cook —
5t 6 3/8" -
133 1bs.

Dark

A on mm o e

Ll oull

Black

Married

One, age 5 -~ 1926

Public schools, Portland,
Oregon

L1401 Mount Eagle Place

Los Angeles, California
’ Bk

00012
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The attention of the Detroit Offlce 1s called to
Detroit letter to Chicego dated October 31, 1955, which
enclosed three coples of an article of "The American Journal
of Sociology,® Volume XLIII, No. 6, May, 1938, entitled,
"The Voodoo Cult Among Negro Migrants in Detroit,™ by one
ERDMANN DOANE BENYON, This article was obtained from the
Detroit Board of Education and contains iInformation relating
to the background of the NOI concerning its origination and
beliefs. A review of this mrticle indicates that the author,
BENYON, apparently wrote this article in August, 1937, and
it 1s belleved that BENYON may have had at that time some
onhection niversity o chigan, inasmuch as a
the end of the article there appeared the words, "University
of Michigan."

All offices receiving 7copies of this letter are
requested to conduet investigation set forth and reply by
lette

tar.
A W e §

DETROIT OFFICE

AT ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN W

Will make inquiry at the University of Miochigan to
determine if ERDMANN DOANE BENYON was ever enrollsd or employed
at the University of Mishigan. If a record is locatad, inquiry
should be made of BENYON's former associstes and at the
alumni office to determine 1f his present whereabouts are
known., If BENYON 4s located in the Detroit Division, he should
be Interviewed for all information he may possess conocsrning
W. D, FARD and the Nation of Islam, Speclal attention should be
pald to BENYON's sourees of the information appearing im His

ticle and to any netes, documents or other research material
e may have reatained. If BENYON does not how reside within the
Detroit Division, f‘ lead should be set for his intervlew as
outlined above. '

\

’ —————

-3 -
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HONOLULU OFFICE
AT HONOLULU, HAWAILIL

Will determine if there is, or ever was, a
Ford Bottling Works located in Honolulu. If so, will
determine who the present officers of this compamy are,
and will interview them concerning ZARED and BEATRICE
FORD and concerning WALLIE D, FORD, It should be deter-
mined whether the FORDs or any of their relatives are
still allve and if any information concerning WALLIE D,
FORD 1s kmown. If any relatives or 1f WALLIE D, FORD
are located, consideration should be given to imterviewing
them to determine if WALLIE D. FORD 1is identical with W. D.
FARD, and, if so, for any information com¢cerning his
founding of the NCI. If Honholulu 1is not in possession of
information concerning W, D, FARD'!'s founding of the NOI
and such informstion 18 necessary to conduct an interview,
Honolulu should request same from Chicago.

Credit and criminal checks concerning ZARED
FORD, BEATRICE FORD and WALLIE D. FORD should be conducted,
if deemed advlisable,

LOS ANGELES OFFICE

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

It 1s noted that records at San Quentin Prison
reflect that WALLIE D, FORD had been marriaed to BAZEL E.
OSBORN at Los Angeles, possibly around 1920, and that they
were divorced sometime prior to 1926, It is also noted that
FORD was the father of one chlld which would have been five
years of age in 1926,

Los;Angeles should check marrlage records to
attempt to locate a record of the marriage of WALLIE D. FORD

-l -
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and HAZEL E, OSBORNE, possibly around the year 1920.
Los Angeles should also check birth records for the child
born to FORD and snould check divorce records for
information concerning FORD!'s divorce from OSBORNE. From
these records all background informatlion concerning FORD,
OSBORNE and the child should be obtained Logical

and the child, If they can be located, they should be
interviewed for all information they can furnish about

WALLIE D, FORD,

PORTLAND QOFFICE

AT PORTLAND, OREGON ;

l-l s & -l- ~ o
for WALLIE D FORD reportedly b F bruery 25,
Portland, Oregon.

If available, will review Public School records
for any information ldentifisgble with FORD and report

informstion contained therein.
':

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE

AT SAN QUENTIN, CALIFORNIA

Will check the subject's record at San Quentin
Prison to determine if there were any addresses listed for
HAZEL E. OSBORNE, MARY BROWN, PEARL MORTON, all of Los
Angeles9 California, who corresponded with FORD during his
incarceration at San Quentin,

"2 00015
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Will meke inquiry at the Passport Division of the
State Department for any record identifiable wlith W. D. FARD
or W, D, FARAD or W, FARD MOHAMMED or MUHAMMAD.

00016
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AIRTEL AIR MAIL < REGISTERED -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROMNM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (105-4805)

AL IFCRVETION CONIND 351 &

RE: CHANGED: 1, D, FARD, was. CHERDIN 13 UNCLASSIFIE
.\ Wallace Fopd, Wallei Ford, DATE(p_-.Q.]:‘LS—BYi_

L Yo W, D. Ford} Fred Doda
ST o) A ¢
(00: cHIchGO) -%

Re Chicago‘letter to Bureau 10/3/57.

The title of this case is being marked "Changed" and
the aliases WALLACE FORD, W. D, TORD and FRED DODD, as furnlshed
by his former common-law wife, and the name of WALLEI FORD, as

Ao irnad FPyaesm Traa Ancalsae Dald s MNonantmarntd: maansnrdo ana haine
WK R d il N L LWL LD m.l.a!:.i.cu: A WL LW ucycu. LHIGLILY LW wiuih g Gl S LA T T

added to the title.

Records of the Logs Angeles County Birth Index were
caused to be searched by SEGNINNNEENGNEE o» 10/15/57 for the
period from 1911 through 1927, and the followlng birth record
was located:

Records 1620, volume 173, page 7850: Birth of one
WALLACE DODD FORD, malz child, born on 9/1/20 at the MacDonald
Sanitarium; father - WALLACE FORD, 347 Scuth Flower Street,

3 - Bureau (AM - REGISTERED)

2 = Chicago &100-33683}§AM - REGISTERED)
< Detroit (100-26355)(Info. )(REGISTERED)
Honolulu (Info..)(REGISTERED )

- Portland (AM - REGISTERED)

- Richmond (Encl.l){AM - REGISTERED)

- San Francisco (100-43165)(Info. )(REGISTERED)

- Waakhftnmdsan B1ald [AM _ REATOTLIREND )
= ACDILIK LU PLOLG (ndd = DATio L dadius g

- Los Angeles {1 - 105-4805)
(1 - 105-2604)
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J
N
)
l
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Los Angeles; race white, age 2C, born in New Zealand, occupation __
ragtaurant Irnc:ha-m mothar - mai r'inn nname HAZEL 'ﬂﬂlRTON Q)_l"? QA11+h

b T Al Cad LAy S M wldoeL ALICHL W1l LIGRIMS LRdl WAL WAL

Flower Street, race white, age 25, born state of New York
occupation - none, The birth was certified on 9/2/20 by HARLEY
E. MacDONALD, physician, with offices at 1521 South Hope Street,
Los Angeles.

~Attached to the above birth certificate was an amend-
ment to the certificate dated 7/10/40, filed by HAZEL FORD
EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, mother of WALLACE
DODD FORD, who was born in thne clty of Los Angeles on the first
day of September, 1620, as stated in the certifilcate of birth
filed by HARLEY E. MacDONALD on 9/2,/20, The amended birth
certificate changed the original certificate to read: Full
name of child, WALLACE MAX FORD; occupation of mother changed to

A aAd hirndlh Asnkds £1 +
read housewlfa Affiant of the above amended birth certificate

was HAZEL FORD EVELSIZER of 477‘ Hub Street. It was sworn to
on 7/1/40., CLIFFORD EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street zlso sub-
scrived to the above information on 7/1/40 before notary public
in and for the County of Los Angeles, State of California.

4> ,
S SE caused a check to be made on
10,/15/57 of the Los Angeles County Marriage Records for the

period 1/1/12 through 12/Q1/°6 and of the Los Angeles County
Superior Court Divorce Records for 1/1/14 to 12/31/30, and
no record of marriage or divorce was found between FARD or
FORD and HAZEL BARTON, HAZEL FORD or HAZEL OSBORNE,

Mrs, CLIFFORD EVELSIZER, who stated that her full

name was HAZEL BARTON FORD OSBORNE EVELSIZER, was lnteryiewed
at her residence, 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, by SA

?on October 17, 1957, at whicn time she furnished the
following information:

i

Her maiden name was HAZEL EBARTON. In 1919 in Los
Angeles she met WALLACE FORD who was operating a cafe at
3477 South Flower Street, Los Angeles. HAZEL began living with
him and their residence was an apartment above the cafe, A
male child was born on 9/1/20 in Los Angeles and was named
WALLACE DODD FORD, In 1921 or 1922 she moved out on FORD and
took the child with her. She continued to live in Los Angeles.
Her second "husbénd" was OSBORNE who lived six months and died,
and then she met' her third "husband," CLIFFORD EVELSIZER, with

whom she ig still livinege CLIFFORD EVELSIZER is a retired

TVAA Wi eiddne e P R SALT LA & W ddhibd d il A b L A

employze of the c¢ity of Los Angeles,

00918 390



LA 105-4805

The child of FORD, WALLACE DODD FORD, later known as
WALLACE MAX FORD, was in the U, S, Coast Guard during World e

Wavr TT and wae killed gt Tinhaven Roads Virainia on 8/2/h0

== LAA= 0N PLE Lhd 1% LAA =] L A o e ad v ety bl L ¥ brdkd AW LALAR W omkde Pryaeddei LAy bl "’I _J/ Ll

HAZEL has documentary proof of death of child as set out above.

\

Information re subJect's criminal record under LoOS
Angeles Police Department No. 16447 is set out in Los Angeles
letter to Chicago dated 8,/26/57. WALLEI FORD was arrested by
the LAPD on 11/17/18 for assault with a deadly weapon and
was released, He was again arrested on 1/20/26 for violation
of the Woolwine Act (California prohibition law), possession
and sale, On 3/4/26 he was sentenced to a one dollar fine or
one day 1in Jjail on count 1 and to a four hundred dollar fine
or 180 days in jall on count 2. On 2/15/26 he was arrested
for the third time by the LAPD for violation of the State
Poison Act - a felony. He was sentenced on 5/28/26 to a

term of from six months to six years and was recelved at

San Quentin State Penitentiary on 6/12/26., He was released
from San Quentin on 5/27/29.

HAZEL described FORD as male, white, New Zealander,
exact age unknown, 518", 140 pounds, slender build, black
curly hair, black eyes, beautiful even teeth, straight nose,
Caucasian features, no visible scars, extremely swarthy
complexion, had the appearance of a very dark complected
Mexican.

HAZEL advised that FORD had come to Los Angeles from
Oregon at least four or "ive years before she met him in 1919
and had been operating his cafe at 347 South Flower Street,

X :
Los Angeles, during t.at pericd. PFORD never told her anything

about his background. He never mentioned his date or place
of birth, education,, parents, brothers or sisters., On one

e - occasion she found an old letter addressed to him under the
name of FRED DODD in Salem, Oregon, By reading the letter she
knew without question in her mind that FRED DODD and WALLACE
FORD were identical; however, he always used the name WALLACE
FORD while she knew him in Los Angeles,

HAZEL recalled that a girl, name unknown, told her
in about 1919 or 1920 that she, the girl, had helped FORD
write letters to his parents in New Zealand because FORD
had very little feducation and had trouble with his correspon-

dence, Accordirg to HAZEL this unknown girl had been a waltress
in FPORD's cafe and had lived with FORD hefore HAZEIL came glong.,

- - LAlANA e ¥ W wh YV ke WAA B W S W W ALl —-—eih e

From this and from the birth certificate on the child HAZEL
assumed that FORD came from New Zealand.
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HAZEL recalled that in 1919 when she first moved in
with FORD he mentioned that he had been married, possibly in T

Oregon; that there had been a bitter separ ration and FCRD

had been unable to obtain a divorce, and that was one of the
reasons she and FORD were never married., FORD had a boy of
this marriage. HAZEL thinks the boy was born sometlime prior
to 1914 or 1915, possibly in Oregon.

In 1926 FORD, while operating his cafe, was
associated with a man who was half Chinese,and the two of
them so0ld narcotlics for which they were arrested and both

sent to prison. The other person was parocled, but FORD told

HAZEL that he would serve out his time and did not want a
parcle as he wanted to be a free man when he was released,

After his release from San Quentin on 5/27/29 FORD
went to Chicago and was in Chicago and Detrolt from then until
1932 when FORD visited HAZEL, her present husband and the
child in Los Angeles., PFORD was driving a 1920 Model A Ford

coupe with California license plates. FORD had white sheets
over the seats of the car, He left the sheets with HAZEL,
saying that he would not need them any more as he was going
back to New Zealand. FORD zave no explanation as to why he
used white sheets. On this singular visit FORD advised HAZEL
and her family that he was only eatlng one meal a day and
that this was his new way of 1ife, HAZEL advised that FORD
was wearing his hair long and full 1n the back. Previously

he had always had a short conventional haircut.

FORD said that since his release from San Quentin
he had been selling doctors' supplies. During this visit in
1932 FORD gave HAZEL a small box contalning self~threading
needles, This box was postmarked 4/28/3C from the Marcellene
Chemical Company, 1900 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia,
and was addressed tp W, D,'FORD, General Delivery, Chicago,
Illinois, HAZEL gave the box to the interviewing agent and
the same is being retained in the Los Angeles file in instant
case,

HAZEL advised she corresponded with FORD from 1929
to 1932, All of her letters were addressed to him care of
General Delivery{in either Chicago, Illincis or Detroit, Michigan,
She corresponded with FORD on an average of once or twice a
year, She tried to get FORD to send money for the support of
the child, HAZEL recalls that when FORD did write he said he
had no money to send.

00020
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political, economiec, social or religious beliefs, and that
he had never indicated any interest in such things.

ewrawm had ary 1M
i FRA=LE Y (L.I.JJ i

Mr., and Mrs, EVELSIZER are leaving Los Angeles on
10/21/57 for a winter vacation in trailer parks in Florida,
They will return to Los Angeles on 4/15/58, 1In the interim
they can be contacted through P,0. Box 42-554, York Station,
Los Angeles 42, California, :

Enclosed with this airtel to Richmond is a copy of
relet. .

LEADS

Coples of this airtel are being furnished to Detrolt,
Honolulu and San Francisco for thelr information in view of
the pending investigation in those offices.

PORTLAND OFFICE

Will check marriage records in an effort to locate
a marriage Tfor FORD sometime prior to 1914 or 1915,

RICHMOND OFFICE

Will contact ti.e Marcellene Chemical Company, 1900
West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, and obtain any background
information they may .ave concerning the subject, noting that
they were in contact with him on 4/28/30 and that he was
allegedly selling doctors' supplles during that period.

WASHINGTON I'IJELD OFFICE ¢

Will check INS records for any information concerning
the subject, noting that he allegedly came from New Zealand,

" RUC.

a5
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" DIRECTOR, FB1
SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-48168)
W.D. FARD
SM=NOI
(O3 Chicago)

Re San Func!sco Jetier to Bureau 8/27/57, and
Chicage istisr to Buresw, 10/3/57.

i
- on 10/&/51“ ldent{ficatlion Officer,
Gnlumc and Rsception sT,

lifornia Medical Faclility, (D
Vacaville, California made available to Sﬂﬁ
pbitograph of WALLY D. FORD, 8%23114, which pho t.o.t.cd
wgs taken in June 1926 whan ublect was remived at the

. reGeption center,

| ﬂu.ua that his r¢cords indicate that the f
Subd ject was ed in Detroit, Michigan, théir number L5138 :-

—gs

st

on 5/ charge of Investication. GHEED svogested
that authorities might have a more recent photograph
#f the Subject., The atormatiomd photo;rnph h cnc.toscd -

S BRI o

* on 10/9/57, \rm Records Scctlon. Sen
Quaun Prison advised that records contain ae

1los Angeles addresses for MARY RROWN er PEARL MORTON, The

only address contalned in the San wuentin file for HAZEL

OSBORME, nee BARTON, was listed as 401 Mount Eagle Place,

Los Angclu, California. d)

. LEAD AL INFORMATION CoNTANE 3

- 1S UNCLASSIFI
DETROLT OFFICE ”‘M&@W
: 3S/9 :

AT DETRUIT, MICHIGAN

will attempt to lecate through the files of the Detroit i
PD under PD quUB a more rscent-pmtograph of the Subject. ) o

= RuUC =

2= Buresu
- Chicage {Encl. l)
- Detroit
1 ~ Los Angeles ) S
"&£ = 3an Francisco (100-3156)

e

— L0 o

00922 39y



~ -

I

Q2

Gstober 22, 1957

WA mam T s as f - o
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M. D ﬂmn, was. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED )

o 15 .
SN - NOI HEREN 1S UNCLASS R
00! ﬂIIGIDO “*““*h"24:4...........'[

.Re San Franciseo Jetter to Burean instant caption 3

S 0/1.2/ and Los Angeles airtel te Burepu imstant saption I
/1 /? pn i

=EF TSTF & ¢

Refsrenced Ban Pranciseco hwar sets out a lead
for the Detrolt Office to locate a files at the Detroit
'?ona- Department on upttoud individual wnder Detreit

v ald s _ = N N TP P —

U ¥Ho. qp.:.;o AD an uvtwi 0. ooaln & rodéanv pno

of the Subject.

Por the inferas he Bureau and San Pranciseo,
e _August 9, 1957, IC , asoertained from Patrolman
mmmu "Foliee artment, that BSub ject as
» Detroit PD Yo. hﬁ}&, was arrested 25.
1933, by that apartn-nt for investigation at the Fraymore
bt-{ as Ohief of the Voodoos. FARAD was then described
as age 11.°6t8%. 135 1bha.. Arablan anrestyy. esteupation
1isted as minister. No disposition appesred sand mo
o%her details were availabdle from $he pelioce department
f1les. A photegraph of the Subject was sbtained from the
notrolt Police Department and was forwardsd to the Chicego
affiee, it bi%ﬁin‘iwiﬁ that ths iﬁciogrlpn vas ene taken

933.
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: /O 30/57

FROM  : SAC, CHICAGY (}p0-33683) ’

SUBJECT: "CHANGED" ) A
WALLACE DON FORD, was., Y
W, D, Ferd, "Allah", ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED &
Mohammad /Ali, Fred Dodd, HEREIN | L,Ncmswgp_m-
Wall Fa;{;d, Wallasce Farsad, Dmﬂﬁil;Ulg
W, D, Fgraud, Wallei Ford, =g ,qgo

Wall Mohammad, F., Mohammad-Ali,
FParrad /Mohammad

SECURITY MATTER - NOI

00 - Chicago

1

aca lat
Re r‘w“litugu lstter

to
1957, Los Angeles airtel to Dire

Director dated October 3,
ec

rect
tor dated October 18, 1957,

The title of this case is being marked “Ch&nged"
to list the subject's true name as WALLACE DON FORD and
to include all aliases by which he has been known. This
name and list of aliases was obtained from a review of the
Chicago files, however, documentation for each of the above
- allases 1s not being included in this letter.

The subject shall be referred to hereafter in
this letter as W. D, FARD,

Bureau (REGISTERED)

Baltimore (REGISTERED)

Detroit (100-26356) (REGISTERED)
Portland ?REGISTERED)

Richmond (Info) (REGISTERED)
Washington Field (REGISTERED)
Chicago ”

ij i - 25-20607 ’3
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CG 100-33683

For the 1nformation of Baltimore, the following
information concerning the Natlon of Islam is being supplied:

According to the speeches and writings of ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD, the National leader of the NI, "Allah" came to
Detroit, Michigan, from Mecca in 1930, in the person of
one W, D, FARD, and taught MUHAMYAD for three years concerning
Islam, MUHAMMAD claims that FARD taught Islam in Detroit,

Michigan from 1930 until 1933, at which time he was asked

to leave Detroit by the Detroit Police Department. He
subsequently came to Chicago, Illinols, where he tsught
Islam until 1934, at which time he disappeared and nothing
has been heard from him since, MUHAMMAD has indicated that
FARD returned to Mecca. In the current philoasophy of the
NOI, W, D. FARD is referred tov as the founder of the NOI
end the Savior of the "go-called" Negro,

The folleowing information w

review of Chicago files:

o
ot
m
|-lo
h)
5
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The Moorish Sclence Temple of America (M3TA)
flourished in Chicago in the late 1320t's undar the leadershi%
of a Negro calling himself NOBLE DREW ALI. During World
War II the Bureau conducted extensive investigation of
the MSTA because of the possibilities of Japanese influence \
in thst organlzation.

™ ’ " ’ ~
The attemtion of t 'g¥6n 1s dpaun o\
to the report of SA arch 16, 1943,

was., ET AL;
EDITION:
Detroit file

at Detroit entitled
INTERNAL SECURITY -
OVERTHROW OR DESTRUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT"

D -6603, Page 4 of this re
_5" nterviewed
% etroit, Michi

dvised

0, ,;/J;f/ﬂ 00025
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Pontlec, Michligan., According tm several
years previously an indlvidual by the name o {phonetic};

whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in
having many members leave the MSTA and affiliste themselves
with a group which he referred to as "Mooselems"

I A 1 -— - £ .
4

Also the Chicago Office is in possession of a G=2
report dated December 30, 1950, at Detroit, Michigan, which
reflects that in 1930 a man calling himself W. D, FARD took
over a group of Negroes which had been organized by another
Negro named NOBLE D. QLLIE. W, D. FARD 1s reporfted to be
the organizer of both the NOI and an organization known
as the "Development of OQur Own,"

The Chilcago Division 1s also in possession of an
ONI report dated October 1?- 192, which 1liasts one ARDUL
MUHAMMAD, & "first officer” of the NOI in Detrolt, as
having been the host of one SATARKATA TAKAHASHI, founder
of the Japanese "Black Dragon Society", Apparently,
TAKAHASHTI and ABDUL MUHAMMAD resided together in Detroit
in the early 1930T§T"ffﬁ_?ﬁfé connection, the attention
of the Detroit Division 1s directed to their file 62-709
on an individual named NAKA NAKANE, wa., Satakata Tak ashi._,é o
Detroit should further refer to the report %%ﬁ;——
dated March 30, 1940, at Detroit in this ca
Teport reflects that NAKANE was instrumental in the formatio
of an organization known as the "Development of OQur Ownﬁ,éj/D<;i#
Page 58 in this report reflects that on June 29, 1939,
TAKAHASHI was arreated for illegal entry and attempted
bribery of United States Immigration inspector. Upon
Interview by a Bureau Agent following his conviction for
bribery, TAKAHASHI stated that in 1930 in Tacoma, Washington,
he became acquginted with a Negro Minister, JOHN WHITE.
Upon goling to DPetrolt from Tacoma, in the early 193013,
TAKAHASHI contacted one ABDUL MUHAMMAD because MUHAMMAD
had written WHITE requesting that a Japanese work among

-3 00026
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*fbis report reflects that on September 9, 1942, one
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CG 100-33683
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e Negroes 1 I s t
t left beca m a fraud. Page 60
L ]

u us -
of this report reflects that AEDH__MHHAMMAQ_%E_%E%;EE;g,AGQ' 09 -
havig%_%iggﬁig_gnﬂinaana_aaxlumb No source r ;o
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The agttention of the Detroit Division is further

directed to Detroit file number 100-6781 and to the report
Aor 8 dated October 27, 1942, at
Detroit entitled "FOREIGN INSPIRED AGITATION AMONG THE

AMERICAN NEGROES IN THE DETROIT DIVISION", Page 5 of

OUSHA APPACANIS wag interviewed at Detroit by Sis NN
AR = - o vine he stabod
that

e was National Executive Secretary of the organization
known as the "Development of OQur Own". APPACANIS joined
the organization in about 1935, when it was under the
leadership of one MUHAMMAD,who died in about 1935. APPACANIS
stated thet MUHAMMAD's wife, sfter his death, had told
him that MUHAMMAD had taken one SATAKATA TAKAHASHI into
hls home when TAKAHASHI was ill at which time TAKAHASHI
learned the principles of MUHAMMAD's organization and
when he was well, approached- MUHAMMAD, with the thought
inmind 7 " that the two of them could utilize the
organization fto make a great deal of money, MUHAMMAD!'s
wife related that NUHAMMAD refused this approath.

A copy of this,letter is being directed
lichmond Dlvislon for information inasmuch as inv
is presently pending in that Division.
Reguest of Bureau

The Bureau is requested to review thelr indices
and furnish Chicago with all information appearing concerning
the subject under the known allases listed in the title
of this letter, 1In view of the Implications furnished in
this letter that W. D. FARD may posslibly have been instrumental
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in the founding of the organization known as the "Development

of Our Own", the Bureau 1s requested to consider having our :
Attache at Tokyo determine if NAKANE, who was reported 2(/’
deported from the United States to Japan, is still alive /%-/43 7-/
and if so to interview him for any informastion he might

possess concerning W, D, FARD,.

Undeveloped Leads.

Tha Baltimors Division

Will check the files of G-2 for &ll information
appearing concerning W. D. FARD and especially for any
Information appearing concerning his founding of the NOI
and the "Development of Our Own", If the source of the
information appearing in the G-2 report dated December 30,
1950 at Detroit, mentioned above, is shown, should determine
if that source is available and be contacted by the Bursau,

The Detrolf Diviaion

Will attempt to_locate
who was reported in 1943 to have been
MSTA Temple mt Pontilsc, Michigan. I is
located, he should be thoroughly interviewe or all information
he possesses concerning the fact that one FARD led a schiam
from the MSTA. He' should be shown a photograph of W, D. FARD,
Detroit Police Department Number 45138, to determine 1if
this 1s the person that led the achism from the MSTA,

A
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The Detrolt Diviaion should thoroughly review
their file on SATAKATA TAKAHASHI to determine i1f the ABDUL ,} fﬂ
MUH AMMAD mentioned in that file could be identlcal witn Mﬁ‘ S
W, D, FERD and attempt to identiry further this ABDUL zuj DR AR
MUHAMMAD and™ f“"locg;ﬂ_hhn source. of the information £
indi¢ating that ABDUL MUHAMMAD died in an insané asylum.- b

f%\.@".f

The Detrolt Division i1s reguested to attempt ) A7 Ly )
to locate the OUSHA APPACANIS mentloned in this letter,

, and, if they are able £0 l1locate him, he should be interviewed

for all informatlon he possesses concerning MUHAMMAD, He
should be-shown.a.photograph of W, D. FARD to determine if

W, D, FARD .is . identicsl with MUHAMMAD. In thils connection

it is noted that the Destroit OFfice wWas formerly office of

origin in the investigation of the organization known as

the "Development af Qur Own", Detroit O0ffice should review f
this file to determine if W. D, FARD was actually instrumental v
in IHe foundin of this EFEE“lzafion as wagh_ggprtéakin Eneﬂ3$€0z, 3

above mentioned “rapork, 4. f,
The Portland Division

-

Reference is made to the lead set forth to the
Portlend Division in referenced L.os Angeles airtel, The
Portland Division is requested to sttempt to locate a
marriage for W, D. FARD sometime prior to 1914, snd to
locate a birth of a male child born to FARD sometime prior
to 191}, 1In this connection, it should be noted that
raferenced airtel Peflects that W. D, FARD may have used
the name FRED DODD and may have lived at Salem, Oregon.
If any informatlon concerning W, D. FARD's marriage or
the birth of his child is located, Portland should conduct
logical investligation to locate the former wife and the
chlld and then should interview them for any information
they may possess concerning W. D, FARD,

i

i
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The Washington F;gld Division

Will check the records of ONI for any Information
they may possess councerning W, D. FARD and for any
information that might be shown concerning his founding of
the NOI and any indication that W. D. FARD might be 1ldentical
with the ABDUL MUHAMMAD mentioned in the above mentioned
ONI report as being a "first officer" with the NOI. The
sources of ONI's information should be determined if
possible and should be determined if they are available
to be contacted by the Bureau,

-~
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. SAC, DETROIT (100-26356%) DATE: December 11, 1957
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SUBJECT: WALLACE DON TORD, was.

)/—- 6703

SM - NOI

Re Chicago letter to the Bireau, October 30, 1957.

Photo of WALLACE D. FARAL, in 1933, contained in 1-A
Serial 9 K>p

Report of SA June 1, 1942, at Washington,

cc Cnicago, re W MMED, was. “ILLIE MOHAMMED stated
he was born near Sandersville, Ga., on August 5, 1891 and
nis slave name was WILLIE POOLE, WILLIE MOEAMMED advised

he met "ALLAH" or W. D. FORD in Detroilt in 1931,

Serial 10 VT
il -

Repor%‘ofms Cnicago, June 13, 1942, 1

GULAN BOGANS, was. is report states that a teletype was™ ™= e

received from WFO on May 11, 1942 stating that GULAN BOGANS L

had been apprehended. The Chicago Temple of the moslsms .
was located at 104 East Slst Street. This organization (fdot
further described) wes founded in 1931 at Detroit, Michigan,

by W. U. FARD. FARD was reported to have been arrested on
toree occaslions in Detroit for teaching Isliam.

Milweukee teletype on May 19, 19,42, reflect that the re
the Temple in Milwaukee reflect that W. D. FARD was report o
to be the "ALLAH" of Islam and in &ll probability could be .
located at 6026 Vernon Street, Chicago, Illinois. -




ot

.

Ny

Serial 1l

o ———
Report of Sa—at Detroit, July 10, 19L2
re WILLIn ICEAW. 2D,

Tnis report reflects that ~ILLIZ MOWAJ ML was born Suzust 5, 1091
as ILILI. POOLZ. ATIIS TIL IS0 was wider indlictent on two
counts because e rafused vo re-ister for the draft, _JILLI.
SLiar o ndvised ne met WALLiCun T, FARAD iIn Detrolt in 1931

NG i AU tnat time was vhe lesder znd crranlizer of th

Iglenm reiisdon in i.etrolit. [.¢ advised tnat "~ ielt Jetrolt

in 1922 or 193L ane :ad no ldes waere nsd could ne ioc2ted at

Tne present Tine,

25-17462-3

HUitn arpy kgzort cated sSeverber 26, 1550, re the Tioszlen
toly Temple of islam - Letreit Zranch.

T-1s report states the TL_V.LILOPUZLIT 04 OUT U407 zné the Islam
: 1ple cults came in or scme intensive Investi—ation by tne
etrecit Police Tepartrment in 19:3-35% and tne following 1nfor-

331on wes ohtained Trom the Fclice lelartment recoras:

In 1y, & nen callin~ 2imseir W, D, FARD, tock cover g - roud
of nerrces that had hee: ranlized by anctasr _ezro naned
cilobie . Cuiliie, as a loslen ;c}~w1tb Sgroup.  This oroun
practicen zhe loslem relision. Peezin~s were neld at tae
nomes of various members of the group. This group claimed

[ T . R

to nave been orliginally set up in 1913. At some time in the
year 1932 or 1933 g'llajor T..L:HASYTI became active in the sroup.
According to & "Handbook of the Letrolt lLegro", puvliished by
the Minority Stuay Associates, editor ULYSHwS DOVII., an
organization which called itself tne "DLVILOPIENT ¢ oUn OWi"
was started by = negro named GoORGL CF lIdS 2 city worker,
as a le; timate pollulcal organization in 1930 A Japanese
named agor T»KQHNuHI took over the organization,
e ————
W. T. FERAUD claimed that ne was the originator of the "DoV.LOPIINT

OUR COuN" and the Moslem Temple of Islam Cult and cited as
proof a book that had been copyrignted by nim in the U.3. Library
of Conrress titled "5 Guidins

Yoy

onincipals". In 193L .0, 750
was given police notice to et out of Tetroit and pe leflt.

00038
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In Detrolt between 1631 to 1630 tnere were apgrox1mately 700
members ol an organlization called "The liation of Islam,' a
pseudo-relicious order in which the members o? the above
orban¢zatlon purported to be a:illed with tne llonamiedan relirion.

m + T e e eslT s e ] \ e T T
nis orgaﬁlzaulon Wwas establisned JV V.o Dy ICED

u onesro ires epO“eqenceu be The Tnicaro "7 and georitted ne
2LUSsed te recister under the eiectl e Lervice et.
edvised ne was "Tuslim' sno 113 rellfion {orhlic reflisurmee—n

by m b

oY AnT TArsose. 65
men cuwestlioned as the offlclals ol “h- cr;‘_]an;zation*
asdvised the vrephet =nd orioinal leader wasg o, . LT AT

l ! ,S

loeal lesder in - LLIJALD TIOTI AT T,

00039 105
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Ex:  WAKA BAXLANLE, was.

b2-T7U9=0l L? Y

Report ot S.i- tlarcn 20, 19L0, at Detvrolt,

re NATA No sk .

Calal, 8 Jspanese, eri rouwed to Canada 1n aporoximately 1000

wrere ne marriea Al Lo DLl OUT0L. ;n 1621, _Aoaos eminraited
to Tacoma, asninmton, wictn a.s wife snca ﬁamily, roma;nlnf
trere untii 1926, wnen ne olisappeared in financial cilsirace.
in 1933 he appeared in Detrclit, MNicniran, using the name of
TAVAIZASY] wneres ne became z2ctive in promotin~ tne necsro
or-anization "levelopment of Cur Own." .0 .il. married

rs. SZARL T. S 2IT0T, negsress, (Zo Pile 10U-15357) on
February 2&:, 193, who was sctive in avove organlization.
sl wan deported to Japan J4pril 20, 16 by 148 witnout
funds. On Lurust 29, 193k, CAlAhND arrived at Vancouver, Z.C.,
Tanada, in possession ol ¢ 2,000., subsecuently resiaing at
Varcouver, 5.0., iincso“ ani Toronto, wnisrio, Saenada, Trom

yalen pcirts re cirected pol.cies of DCOO througn nis wife,
In Fastember, 1940, a ﬂan¢tuL riit caused WALALL To apnoint
T.oT S0 H.LTLF, nesro, as exccutive,

Stri‘z witain the “000 caused ll.allkls to illersallv re - cnuer
e .. at Maflelo, WY.L, on Senumary 11, 1529 using the
name of ¥FU3C an. aitver coming to Letroit, veorzanized nis
loyal i'ollowers into the "Onvard -ovement of Anerica.” On
June 27, 1939 .ilhig was arrestec for illegsl entry and
attempted bribery of U.S. Imrigration Inspector. On
&

SA“fc:m'l-\ar 95 "lOJ.Q LIl e e Aarenviceted fAavm o satrtammtan

N W IR B S A Do siintwes C0OVviIQ Lol dod G il Ui
bribery in :ederal Sourt at Tetreit, Micnigan, sentenced
To three years' imprisonment and - L500. fine.

00040 b
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62-709-b6}. -5

N T OATALE stated tnat wren ne first came to Tetroit st the
insistance ol Zeverend JOFEN fflf; of Teccms, <asinington, ne
resiced Wito L0 0L DT RLT Tor an:rox¢mauelb tWwo weoks
HAKANS stated ne left the residence of ATDUL MO-A™ T because

ne consicered ¥WONAMMD a fraud. Posiowing this ne attended
several colorec courches and frecuented tne 7MCA's in this
city and at tue Insistence of the colored aeopie whicn ne wet

wes 1nstrumentel in orpanizine the “OOU, walecn wag incorporated
in ©tne Stave of ‘licnizan. le aileres tihls orcarization was
starvec in 194y zlthoun,hl Turcw uoub Too investiration no one
couls reseabor luS existence hafore trng Latter zart ol 1632

cr Tue esrly neru o) 1%27 ~uoetaved gan D000 nad hocorme
inactive arter ri d,portQtion To Jepan 1in 193k,

Ho=T10=00 =50

Ihe speecn, 'Japan's Livine _.Ission!' was admittecly written
oY _LLA;; bg. ne states that ae Gl not five this zat any of
thae mretinss ol eltner organ.zatvion sponscred »v nlm. e
speecir 'Tre Sinl ¢ing Ship ance the Life Soat!', was wribten Dy

re. TULL BT OTC IITT“b anc uas read at several of the meetings

but according tTo ...ialx was toc complicated for the people
to understana, aZUTH UTLY LT menticoned hereinbelore is
&lleged Lo be decsea sed at the tresent time, naving died in
en insanffe nospiual,

‘ne fore-oln~ parasrach was set out in
two paragraphs setilns out inormaticn
curine an interview., It is not «nown w-e
furnished taoe in-orm wtlion re tne cCeath ol ~A30LCL -

T i T
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(o]
r
(a3
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:
[
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3

rerdan ol
NOT 1 i3
,'\'r_ benmes

(SR ) -

100-15357-7 . ,.

City
advised

Cn August 9, 1957,
of CLetrelt fousing Cormmission, 3115 tasginss, —etrcit
vaat QU ;s A
ana nas. TeTaeeeeeemmecInce April 27, 1003e T ToITL taat
her nusband ATA NAKANL, who was & Japanese, has been deceased
since Yarch 2, 195}, further advised thet in nhis
opinion
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Report of R4 December 10, 19h2, at
Letroit, re WaSe, 15-J; CUSTCTIAL TLT.HTICN. P
Information was received that wrote a letter to the

Governor ot Michigan stating lecro soldiers were mistreated at
fort Crletnorpe, CGa. W st2ted to his Local Foardé ne
would never take tho oath te defend the Tnitec States.

T TN

On Jootembher § 19&2,— was contacted in his home
at and regquested tc come To the Tetroit Field

Cf ‘rview,

Cn Sestember 10, 19&2 came to tne Metroit Qffice

2and was interviewod nvw and =
adviseg : r Detroit wn s
o0 met a Man o7 one nane of ADUTL HOHAITLD, woo ”as very

dark anc was also a os¢em. AR - ::tcC that this

VOILT D Pounded the Tevelopment on ELl Cwn anc that ne joinecd

it in abcout 1G3¢, ”9 stated he was to MOYWRIYID aend that
PCHAMMLD died in either 1935 or 1937 anc ot orranization went

out o7 rusiness e statec Tne L3TUT MOILLTTTLD qa@ lived at

I advisod he had heard 2 man bv the name

ol 72°Ta8" 1 nad Taken over the OO0 and tnat TALT7 LT nad

told =im t-e Tollowing s=torv before 47 UL dled:

SI0TIATTIED advised_that TANAILSTI met nim, MCFAITED,

arcund 1932 or 1G3L - o =GUVLOTT nad vet TAVATIARET as ne,
HOEAMMID, was alwavs Interested in Crientsis who came tc th
countr:, and TaralaStI, for some reason, fnew aheout »OTAN
and iooked him up upon arrival in tne Lnltad Stdtes. ¥
advised that TaAylASFI was sick and that ne, ABDUL 0B hulk,
ana his wife nursed TANAZALNI back to qealth TarAYLEY ]
told FOLATZMED that 40HAMMEID would never make any money on the
700D and that ne should follow TAXAYASHI's ways and they would
both make money. INOUEAMIIL then allegedly tol€ TANAIASEI
that ne would not rob the Negro penple, as the cerranization
was founded to nelp th derroes anc that the majority of liesroes
wers very ilgnorant. MOHAMZD advised Subject that TAKANASTI
tben rot qulte qngry w1th nim anc left anc that ne to

CHAMVED that ne would start his own organization. h
aQV1SPd that MOPFAITZ™ told the police department that anyone
having one of the T000 cards with TA¥LTASFI's name on it was
an outlaw because they were using nis, VOVLITLD's, creation,
the T:00C.

0042 %0%
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MRS s e et e L e e e et e e e

The 1957 Phone Directory lists the followinﬁ and it is not
the

known if this is identical with in whom
vou are interested,

Ln ¢

RIE: AEBIUL ™OMAMTEZD

100-550119-29

Tris serial is rate stamped Cctober 21, 1942,

TUeTA DL, akdul {cdeceased) oND
Tetroit, " ictliioan “Owjlﬁﬂ_I¢.L

Telt (a} 90 card, FARRRD, Walj, ‘r. (witn slizses),
aster 10/L:/12;
(b} ¢ card, Letion of Islam, cated ©/23/h2.
Zeting "I rescrt:  “ubject, nerro, a 'first officer” of
Zetroit "Templie" of lLation of Islam, negro-monammedan
cult, was host of Satakatas Taizahashi, arent of Black
“ragon Society of Jepan, at time of latter's arrival in
Zetrolt in early 1930s. In 1939 TAVANASHT advised FBI
vhat he came to Detrecit at instance of kev. John WHITE,
celored minister in Tacoma, “ashington, who nad received
ons from. Subject, enccuragsing "some Japanese
in That territory tc sroceed te Yetrcit to work among the
colored people." TailrEs8YI sald that ne left fubject's
home after two weelt stay because he thourht nhim & "fraud."
Tnereafter, according to TAFAYASHI, he founded an organ-
ization really fcp the hdst interest of negroes, called
Development of Cur Own. Meanwhile it is reported that
Subject is oppecsition to the doctrline of the Watlon: of
Islam (reZ. b) that Negro-lohammedans ¢id not belong to
America anc that they were cltizens of the Toly City of
Mecca, with allerlance only to the ¥oslem flag, seceded
and "organized a small %cslem group of nis own in whicn
the cardinal principle was lecyalty to tae Constitution of
the Tnited Svates anc to its flag." Subject cied gzrior

]
] N
Iat el bl o N al=h o] o)

AATArAIr T Aot a3 o sarier Tl Uya s Samb o Av ity S e D e ommay T /o e s ~
Ciolibrlldid v L

C-to 1939, alleredly in an insange nospical.”

00043
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100=6503-140 &I)Q

Tetroit, 4n January, 1943, when ne was intarvi:

current accre=ss could bHe located lor him, _

<
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uucron. G . Tevemder 29, 1957

m::n ﬁMﬂQ&) SRR e
n. P
I ml - .
AR o _..eez mme!
S A | Ghimal“ﬂrtpﬁ-ma-nnhm
mm 3, .1?51. u;tm 85 abows, . ot g
' Investigation u-opa'hto sources
at the Mnﬂny of Miohigan, Aun ahuu. falled %o
produce . my reoord nr an ERDMARN DOANE
A Pevien of Mmait -t luh:gn hunlty
and surr Directories predused $She nams of an ERDNARK D. DRYNON,
who 1in 1934 was employed as a Seach fellow in Boclolegy for
the Wiversity of Miehi and whose sddrezs at that Sime
was® li.tt.d as 8475 Dear Biyeet, Detroit, Mishigan.
T bag Alumni
, | Gnhlog office, Univers s OR r 20, 1957,
: pdmanauummmmn'mmunm
R BTG BRI Bl AR R L
- E ay
T rneembiay onsarls, Oensder During his eareiieses he disted’ss

aoquainsances who -onu be aware of Ma nlldnu ' fanwm;

R e



DE 100-26356

m Thl?er.-'ig- -O H-lnh!.s.n ‘i'ln-n!l ”3‘?‘&_- e -

sarry as she last known address rm- m 212 Ohandler Btreet,

Mins 3; Miohigan, whieh address, uoordlng %o slumni waords,

vas valid as of Maroh, 1956.

JQ‘ vided a eurrent Flins,
Mishigan, !oh‘pbono rectory, noting shat it feiled %0 carry a

-listing for ERDMANN D, BEYNO 1 howevar, 4% 414 eontain a
-Alesing for a Mrs. ERDMANN. D; BEYHOK oﬁ 212 Chandler Biress,

Plint, Miohigan,”

J
Investigation 1is odntinuing in this Division
at the Flint and Detroits addresses noted in an sstsempt o
looate and interview BEYNON in socoerdance with referenced letter.

As will be noted, leads should be set forth
for Detrolt and Flint, Michigan, to comply with the requested
Investigetion contained in referenced Chicago letter. It 1s
noted that BEYNON is undoubtédly identlcal with the person
mentioned. in referenced letter in view of the uncommoness of
the two first names of this individuael and in view of the fact
that BENYON was not located as ever belrig connected with the

'University of Michigan,

Inasmuch a8 there is no additional investi—
gatlon to be conducted 2t Ann Arbor, Michigan, it is recommended
that this case be rea551gnea to either the Detroit or Flint

~Agent hanaling the* 1eads requested."--f' . -

!
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) Indlcu.u Search )Slﬂp
FD-160 (Rev, 6-11-567 ‘ . .
' Date .
*..TO: *CHIEF CLERK 1@/20/57
Bubject — e < — .
WALLACE DOJ 7ORD, was.,, W, D. Fard, "Allah", Mohammad Ali L
Auases  Frod Dodd,” wWali Farra ;’Nallace Farad,*W. D. Feraud? Wallei Ford
Wali Mohammad'.’F'. ohammad-AlL arrad ‘Gohammad"'f e D24 JTE R e
Address Birth Daote Birthplace -~

Main Criminal Case Files Only

Exact Spelling

Criminal References Only

All References

Eﬂeltrict ta Locality of

Main Subversive Case Files Qnly DMuin Subversive (If no Main, list cul Subversive Raferences)

Suhverlivre”Re!orence- Only Main _C_::nim_l.nal (If no Main, list all Crlminul Reforences)
F‘.l.l:.‘.l Serial Number Remarks File 5, Serial Number Remarks
/ cr ) % o B -
7//&. (6’ 2L S 4/ ,me/ /;/‘d Piad A s A a g T
_//).:57 -~ Ae FN é L j : RIS IAACTEY Rl M—:
A >
Zdhij/ ’i//q.,(_ ‘),-,/.,.r_/, -
- / s /
,/Mj'éré ?:p 5 ¥ i /’[zx{’rj,fjd /;7 ol
{or ’ Y - : ’j
.~_,/’_ sl /i AT P AN L o S vV N
b i e 7 Cond . Sl VAT ~) ' i W A SRRl NV Wi Au-/VL‘-’T e
. i

S0 - 2B D

. LN
7{" s o
7o : s o o4
L ’ ,/ . [ it /’

.,-6 7 \,.;I/'-- 4‘

G2¢ SO — 24 24
— ST Gl 3C mm O-lé 35€ -+
2

" IED -

)

/

|/ j s -
' :',//fcz,{ Lodorr’ A

Ll £ 2 Ry

AS -T2 —

L

‘Ax/_/’;/éj‘

'J ~\P 6 PO ¥
‘ -
Requested by 'i Squad 1Extenllon File No.
L #5 261 100-261356
date }
— {_"{):gmﬁm
(daze) WEREIN 13 U\PWS\ .
Reavwl A e e ™ M‘ . v q')
i iew Symbols -

1 - identical
NI . Not identical

? = Not identifiagble
U « Unagvailable reference
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" Indices Search Slip
FD-160 {Rev. 6-11-567

Date
TO: CHIEF CLERK
Subject
.
Aliasas
Address Birth Date Birthplace

Exaoct Spelling

L____1All Refsrences

Main Subversive Case Files Only

Subversive References Only

Main Crimtnal Case Filea Only
Criminal Refarences Only
:_chun Subvershre (If no Main, ltst ali Subversive References)

Main Crimlnal (If no Matn, list all Criminal Refoerences}

:Iﬂastr!ct to Locality of

Flile &ASeArlul Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks
[ R  —— '//
AL, Frocd Lol
B g LJ - T: (_.——
v - 2E358 Y Lt e FARTE ¥ L

AL FA

Fi

(00— 428/

PRl i A

L

- 66T

. s - v
,—"//A‘-‘ Bl NG eI

’

S~ A TG ,
i 7 f i =~ /7 N
" . WA_M_PJ"%‘JW
"] L4 ’ —_—
2z /;;’}f A).xu 220 Bt s ﬁjL.a LD~ 5k 32 TEY A
jf"x/‘_J v J’ J"-";’f h r7,/"'/: S/

M ,m,/

f
J

MD-5 e85/

/55 »JJJé‘

AL g™~ 70

)/Z/f*.ﬁ"t(?.‘l ;Jrrlr///,

" e LoD

LD - £ 98/ =

24 056 (ND)

- Sl -

2373 (NP

€/ 3t TT K~ 3

7-7

~

o~
.

(N

Requested by

f

Extension

File No.

rquad

Bearched by

{date }
Consolidated by
{date)
Aeviewed by
{date )

File Review Symbols

I - Identical
NI - Not identicat

? - Not identifiable
U - Unavollable reference
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“Indices Search SHp - - b
FD-160 {(Rev. 6-11-56)"
H . -
-
Date
TG: CHIEF CLERK
Subject
o Aliases

Address Birth Date Birthplace

Ezxact Spelling Main Criminal Case Filea Only [:]Flestrict io Locality of

All Referencesa - Criminal References Cniy :

Maln Subversive Case Files Only ._-:!Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subvereive References Only ! Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal Referencesn)

File & Serial Number Remarks File) & Serid] Number ‘ . Remarks
— g A - b 77 7 Y O S
TS ///, ' o \9//’/,, Yy ',s'// P A
LA (%l L ed A L4 LA AL T . e e R Y il
bl - 1/ o - 'f 4
: BT e B B e S N
B A s Rl 25 e PO
N . -
. LT .

’ -

9
J]

‘ Y

N

- i T
“4‘5 ('?) . — 72:_0_—11/1 cti Vil A A K m@,&
y ) . lﬂﬂ‘\S‘S#;ﬁ"?Bai
m  csgug-aly (2] 0 e e zeg|# T
22 ')_Q ée' ' O K;i’ﬂi é/’f y : o g P W

. - , LS.
WAL LS G Ny - S (]

AR VAP (Nﬁ)

Requesxted by ) quad Extaneion File No,

B

Searched by

{date}
Consoclidated by

{date)
Reviewead by

{dote )

File Review Symbols

I - ldentical ? - Not identifiable
NI - HNot identical U - Unavallable reference 0035 9“5
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: Indices Search Skip .
FD-150 (Rev, §-11-561

- - ' J//-t—-
—
Date
TO: CHIEF CLERK
Subject
Aliagsesn
Address Birth Date Birthpiace

Exact Spelling

All References

Main Subversive Case Files Only

iSubversive Refetences Only

L. iMain Criminul Cose Files Only
e
Criminal Aeferences Only

Ehestrict to Locality of

Main Subversive (If no Maln, list all Subversive References)

Main Criminal {1} no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serlul Number Remursa File & Serial Number Remarks
f Lii-/ /’4‘/_./({ ALt
Lo
- Ay
n- e |7,
T / - e ¥ + f— -
\ 7
R .f H ‘}.. 4,41/',‘{
t
f
Aegquested by quad Extension File No.
L
Searched by ?
{daie)
Consolidated by
{date)
Reviewed by
{date)

1
NI

Not identical

Flie Review Symbols

? - Not identifiable
U - Unavaileble reference

Identical
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Memomndzzm » U} " ED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : 3AC, DBtroit (100-263%6 DATE: 12/18/57

T S h

SUBJECT: H.D.FARD
SH-Y0T
(00: Chicaro)

Reference is made to Chicago letter to the Birector dated
10/3/57 and captioned as above, as well as Detroit letter to the
Director in the same matter of 11/29/57,

It 1s noted that the latter sets out UNDIVELOPZD L7ADS in
this Office at Flint and Detroit, i“ichigan. A review of the
LEADS at Detroit apvear to be old addresses and former contacts
of some Z5 years ago, while it is noted that the LEAD to contact
SRIIATI DOATE 3TIYON at 212 Chandler Street, Flint, 3, lNichigan
#3s current as recently as iarch 1954 from the Universityv of

i‘“ichigan Alumni Records.

Therefore, it is recommended that a L=iD CiRD be prepared
to locate and interview RTI'YON at Flint, Michigan in accordance
with the reference letter from the Director. In the interim, no
effort will be made at Detroit to locate BINYON at the old addresses.,

UIDEVEILOPLD LTADS

THE DSTROIT OFFICE, At Flint, Michizan: Will forward to

Hesident Agency covering serials 5 and 10 of captioned file
for arpropriate handling to locate and interview BENYON.

sl INECETON CONTAIRED 73 9§
KRN 1S A
G

on




DIRECTOR, FBI Jangary 17, 1958

- W 8AC, DETROIT (100-26356) | R —_
| B : s s CONTAINED 3.-./ yalr)
" W, Do PARD | ML ORI AT
. SM _..QI -&[REN!S 4
"%

o - - lo!ll.t. llﬂ?/ﬁ? to D.u'om and Gﬂlot to Bureau

Ghandler Street, nm chi . lavised that ner husband,
RRDMANNX D. BEYNON, who was formerly associated with the University
of Michigan, bad written the article sntitled *The Veodoo Oult
lc gro Migrants in Detroit®™. 8he advised that he had disd
- 4m ) th advised that he had obtained the material for his
icle by interviewing members of the p himself, She advised
t it was his idea to write the article add-gi"somief the
intorvim he took either her or his daughter. 8he related that
.. the aoctes that hs pared while he was the process of writiag
the article were either lost or destroyed. She stated that she
could not remember ARY RANGS addresses or ’1!6‘! mentiomed
durh; the iaterviews \dul she was muat.

 She stated that her husband®s article was the
uly one writtea by him gonceraiag the Nation eof Islam {¥OI).
She stated that her husbamnd was ¢lese to & sontology professor
&T University of Chicago mamed LOUIS WIRTH. e stated that
H and her husband were both interested in the NOI at that
mieuur time {193%7) and it was her recollection that the

-nn--l-u Al o ‘ —— - a ‘u";‘;‘&ve - A.l .e‘-- “hr g.-

s ﬁb is individual and ; that his name was sither FARD or
‘FORD, - Bhe stated that 4t ras also her recellectiom that this
::un was agtually .of Jewish origin and his real atms was &

isk same, makaowm to her, dut mot similar to sither FARD or

M

O
7,

U1

=
<
-
=
(= p)
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bE 10026356

On Jamuary 10, 1958, Mrs. JARION KIEBER, 609 RBast _
BDaker, Fliat, Michigan, advised that she did sccompesy her
father, ERDMANN BRYNON. on many of the iaterviews that he somdneted
relative to the NOI. $he stated that she remsmbers the leaderes
aams 80 beimg FPARAD, but could not remember aaything slse sbout
him, and she did not know amaything about his being eof the
Jouiah sationality aad “"&;& as & true aame & Jewish name. She
went oa to explaim that LO WIRTH had died im 1952, Bhe stated
that her father and a detective from the Detroit Police
Department who was im charge of the iavegtigation oa the group
conferrsd with each other quite fre uontgy and swapped :
information concerning the group. She advised that to har
knowledge her father had gotten all of his information from
interviews with NOI members or:through the Detroit Police
Department., Bhe stated that she had never sesn FARD as he had
already left Detroit. She stated that she had visited the

. University of Islam which was located in Paradise Valley in

Detroit and had seen a photo of FARD whieh was hanging om a wall
in & room on the second floor. 8hs advised that this house was
located close to the police precimct although she could not

. remember the name of the street.

The Chicago Division should attempt to atteam
tc locate anl notes or material formerly in the peossessioa o
the late LOUIS WIRTH, formerly with the Socliology Department of
the University of € Sago that aight help to ideatify the man who
vweat under the mame of FARD {m Detroit, amd attempt to lecsts
any close associates of WIRTH who gight be in a position to
furnish information goncerning FARD,

On Jamuary 17, 1958, Sors-utm
¢t Department, Subversive Squa 7

' that the records of that agency fail to

reflec y suc vescigation or inquiry with regard so Sud fect

or eollaberation with the late Prefessor BEYNON.

.

00047
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SAC, DETRCIT {100-5549) 1/14 /58

BAC, CHICAGO (25-20607) .

ALL lNFORMM\(!)L!\PiS[S‘;gt;ESNED <) o
RATION OF ISLAM MEREIN 15 UNC
Nuﬂ1:1LBSBY

I8 - NOI

_ who has furnished relishle information
t

in the plml in close sontac J.
the National Leader of the NOI, on January }4, 1958, fummished
the following informationt ; & _

Informant advised that on J
individual who identified himself as from Detrolt,
Mishigan, contacted CLARA MUHAMMAD (wife of ELIJAH)., He
stated that he is an artist and the person who drew the
pleture "with the jewels and of Brother ELIJAH about ten
years ago", He stated, "I am a good Muslim and I have had
& whole lot of torment the last few days and something 1is
trying to kill me to keep me from helping him (possibly
ELIJAH), and told me that I was gupposed to help the temple
raise him up because I am a good Muslig and I get mesaages
from W, D, MOHAMMED (ph) (W. D, PARD),

Detrolt is reguested to furnish identifying infor-
mation eoncerning 4
N} \'

Although 1t appears tnat may be a paycopath,
Detroit is requested to conduct investigation to determine
if there is any basis for his statement that he 1s recelving
mesapages from W, D, MOHAMMED (W, D, FARD),

Detroit reply should be directed to' Chieago file
100-33683 (W. D. PARD), /
! f

b - Detroit (RM)’

- é- 100-5849 (XOI) o o~ Ly
1 1 (W, D, P

3 -~ Chie :

7
1 = 100~6989 (ELIJAH MUHAMMAD) :
1 -100- 653 (V. D, FARD) /&0’ }C}E‘I 6 -_/Lf

[ wﬂa-—-m_i

8
s ”..MSS&“ ‘(%

. _0oods 430



. DIRECTOR, FBI - Jamcary 17, 195¢

 BAC, DETROIT {100.26386) = T

1+

:
.|
i

oL | Mnxn to lunm 10/30/57 in uptimd matter.
B R e nge lt to advise that thn Detroit files and
d refare earefully revi by Correlation Clerk
AN and a Gorrelation Neworandus ::rru.
aut.o-t.nts.c copy of same is beimg tmitm he th
- for the information of Chicago.

Investigation is mtimhg is lotuit to sover
the remainiag leads set forth in relet.

2 « Bureau (REGISTERED)

2 - Chie (Emc. 1) (mxsrm:n)
- . 3= 100-3368)

_ 1l « 25.2
" - Dotrost (200-26356)

mmmoumm 35h96
HERE 1S

U po-ab3 B[S
00049 43




STANDARD FORM NGO, 54

O]ﬁce Memomndum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢ SAC, Detroit (100-26356) DATE: ] /16/58

&

SUBJECT:  WALLACE DON FORD, WAS.,
SM - NOI

f

P

Re Chicago letter to the Director 10/30/57.
THROW OR _DESTRUCTION GOVERNMENT. Page 4 of this report reflects
that Sa interviewe
6/k3. At that time T
W the MSTA Temple at Pontiac, Michigan., According tF
several years previously an individual by the name of FARD (phonetic)
members leave the MSTA and affiliate themselves with a group which
éﬁ)c he refers to as 'MOOSELEMS!,

Detrott file 100-6603-140 which is_
qB/lé/AB, at Detroit entitle LERN
ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY - Jj; CUSTODIAL DETEKN 3 R ER=-
Detrost, Michigan on
whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in having many
LEAD AT PONTIAC, MICHICAN: Will attempt to locate
who as above reported in 1943 wa
A PI= at Pontlac, Michigan. _Interview as to Ia

interview -
of the

t one FARD
led a st¢hism from the MSTA. Show attached photograph of W.D.
FARD, Detroit PD #4,5138 to determine 1f this is the that led
the schism from the MSTA. ((,.»uﬂcé“*— CH M o P

For thé informit’ on of the Resident Agency at Pontiae:

mion to this date at Detroit has failed to locate

n oMo .
UN ALYULIILU S i

ALt INFORYA TN ALy '1!
HEREIN 18 ‘:"N IGN,AINED 1

’1

351 "~ 33950
BY §;p_ g-

1




STANDARD FORM NO, B4

Oﬁice Menmorandum + uNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Tg// :54C, Detroit (100-26356) DATE: January 28, 1958

420M :Director, FBI (105-636“2)..

AL AT TON SONTAINED
Fa 2 VALASSIFED

SUBJECT: WALLACE DON FARD HERLH ay
SECURITY MATTER - NOI narc b -AAS

Reurlets 10-22-57 and 1-17~58,

Relet dated 10-22-57 advised that a photograph
of the subject was availabie to your office., Relet dated
1-17-58 advised that Mrs, Marion Kieber, 609 East Baker,
Flint, Michigan, advised she had accompanied her father
during the time he conducted many interviews relative to
the Nation of Islam (NOI). She also stated that she had
observed a photograph of the subject which was hanging
on the wall of a building which she apparently visited
with her father.

{’ You should exhibit a photogravh of the subjlect

L to Mrs, Kieber to determine if he is identical with the

,j individual she lmew named Farad, who was the leader of the

| NOI at the time her father was interested in this organization.

! 1 - Chicago (1017-33683) (For information)
i
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

[l Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

[ (bX1) I (bXTXA) O (@X(5)
O (bX2) O (bX7)(B) O ()2
O (b)(3) [J (bX7XC) O (x)(1)

O (b)7)(D) O (k)2)

O (bYTXE) O x)(3)

O (®)7XF) O (k)(4)
[ (b)(4) CJ (bX8) O (k)5)
O (b)X5) O (bX9) O (k)6)
O (b)s) O (k)(7)

L] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your
reguest.

[J Information pertained only to a third party. The subject of your request is listed in the
title only,

[] Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBT as to the releasability of this information following our .consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page{s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be
advised as to the disposition at g later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

A

= ——_ - .
‘gl For your information: Z&M&m%ﬂg%&

ﬁq 'l’"l)w following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

€ J20 -RLI3ITE /5

P 5.0.0.0.80.6.0.6000.¢.5.6.060.0.044

X DELETED PAGE(S) X

p 6,449,904 XNO DUPLICATION FEE X

b.5.9.9.9.0.4 X FOR THIS PAGE X

XK XK ) 8.4.6.6.5:0.0.6.0.6.54.4.06.6.9.60.0.94
FBI/DOJ
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DIRRCTOR, FBI (108-63642) . February 26, 1958

8AC, DETROIT £100-263%6) | - o

. D. FARD, was.
SECURITY MATTER =~ NOIX

DNrihi na ve
v-m“"

Be Burean letter to Detroit dated Janwary 28, 1958.

" On February 11, 1958, Mrs. MARION KIEBER, 609 Bast
Baker, Fliat, Nich » WAS shown a photograph obtained
from the Detroit Police Department bearing date Ma

mn.mu Police De Number 45138 by 3A
KEEBER stated that this photegzraph was fden
to the

otograph of the person she knew to be named FARD
whose picture she had seen on the wall at the Univeraity
of Islam some twenty years ago while with her father inter-
vieving persons who were Nation of Islam (NCI) members.
KERBER advised that the photograph of FARD at
the University ¢f Islam either a 5% x 8" or a 10" photegraph
- tn black and white and wvas a "glamorised” or touched up
| - ploture. She statad that shs reecalls that the picture was
taken from a 45 degres angle instead of a full face or a

-~

N

N

% o doubt im-} an that the twe persons were ths same.
N
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DIRECTOR, FBI (105-63642) March 10, 1958

8A0, CHICAGO (100-33683)

P

WALLACE DODD FORD, Was.
¥. D. Fird, "Allan} Mohamad,

Ali, Fred Dodd, Wali Farrad <19 & T
Iuliuo Farad, 'w. De Pwmd’ AL 1NF0RMM\0LP;S%?F""E§"@ >
Wallace Don Ford, Walei Ford, ““Eﬁﬁﬁgiis

"Me OGreat Mandi", F, Mohammad - DAT

Ali, Farrad Moharmad : 439

S8ECURITY MATTER - ROI
00t CHICAGO :

ReBulet to Chicage January 28, 1958, enelosing s
correlation summary prepared at the Seat of Government. For
the information of New York, the following informmtion is
presented!

Agcording to the speeches and writings of ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD, National Leader of the Wation of Islam (NOI), "Allah”
oams to Detroit, Michigan from Mecoa in 1930 in the person of
one W, D, FARD who taught MUHAMMAD for three years seneerni
Islam. FARD taught Islam in Detroit from 1930 te 1933 at which
time he was to leave Detroit by the Police Department and
subsequently oame 0 Chiocago, Illinois where he taught Islam
until 1934, at whieh tims he disappeared and nothing has been
I:narmd fron him sincs, MUHAMMAD has indicated that FARD returned
o Mecoa.

The philosophy of the NOI teaches that FARD arrived
in the United States from Mecoa oh July 4, 1930, and that he
returned to Mecca after bringing the lknow of their twme
identity to the lost~found Natien of Ialam whieh had been held
in slavery in She United States fer» {‘m. The ::naom
of the NOI 4# deified FARD and has identified him with the
ALLAR, o

Im'umntm eonducted by the FBI has identified FARD
as being idents with she subjest of FBI Number 56062 whose
last lmown appearance wvas sn arrest in Chieage, Illinois in

W’. 1 3"
S0 =23 56 .2/

£§>- Bureau (Rowﬂd;

- Detroit (1 6356 ) (Registared)
2 « New York (Registered)

1 = Chiocage ‘

— %
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0G 100-.33683

Page 27 of referenced correlation summary reflects
information contained in a Detroit re dated Xovember 12,
1942, entitled, Was. Et al, Morrish
Seiense Temple of Ameriea, IS -~ J, Custodial Detention; Sedition.”

This report contained information which was given to
the Detroit Office by the Michigan State Police in a memorandum
dated Nume 16, 1942, 'Thiz memorandum reéflected that a W. D.
PARD, alias Davis E1l, 9316 Oakland Avenue, Detroit, was known
as the Grand Sheik of the Morrish Science Temple of Amerisa and
that he was believed to be from Kansas (ity, Misseuri or from
Chicago. This memorandum advised that the Moslems were organired
in Cetroit in 1913 by ROBERT D. OLLIE whe was mm out ef Detroit

in 1929. Report reflssted E. D. PARD reorganiszed this group in

1930 'gzt was run out of town by the Poliss in 193 and returned
in 1936.

~ Page 34 of referenced correlation summary reflects
information sppeart in Xew York report of Oectober Zoigl‘tgsj,
»

r.gl.!‘ding ‘ELIJAH N 'dl.l., MCI, aka, Et .-1’ SSA
Conspiracy, IS - C.° report reflected that en August 11,
1953 a lmown Moslem, voluntarily appeared

tn the New York Office. At that time he advised that in 1951
he saw the god ALLAH in New York City at the MCI Temple on 1ll5th
Street., He inted out that he could not desoride ALLAH bus that

he would e Y be ab.is to identify him if he say him again,
_ furtnsr s that ATTAH agag- .-'?g‘-_.n‘-'d_ nndan

the name of W, D, FARAD. was shown a photegraph of

FARD, he was visibly sdartked and stated that he would net
sitively identify ‘4% as ALLAR or FARD bdu cate that

t quite possidly was a photegraph ef hinm. advised that

ALLAE resided in the Holy 'sity of Meoea wvhere he always had lived

and where he would sontinue %0 live fagever.

MEADS

The Detreit Divisien:From the informatien reported
in this letter it would appear that the Mighigan State Polioce
had sonfused , Marrish Seisnse Temple of America with the
Nation of Islamjf however, Detreit is requested So sontast the

Michigan Stats Poliss and detemmine ths scurss ¢f ths infermatien

appearing in their mamorandum of June 16, 1942, whiech reflected
Shat We D. PARD alias DAVIS EL, 9316 Oakland Avenus was Orand
Sheik of She Morrish Beiense Temple of Amsrieca.

=2 e

0095g 43
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GG 100-33683
Detroit should attenpt teo rosolvn vhether or not the

v‘r: BT allTawad #a ha am atldanm o W AN c- hl.-.ntil.-‘l oo
T AW ad -J."E“ UU WW & RAARE YVa W I-l'l & P L

uith the subjeet of this investigation., If it 13 dotar-inod
that that individual is identieal with the subjest of $his
investigation, logical investigation should be eondusted to
follow his movements sinee that date and to determine his
present locsatiom.

The New D s requested to attempt to
reinterview and determine fronm him all
information conscern 8 appearance ar ALLAH or W. D. FARD
at the MCI Temple in Kew York in 1951,

New York should advise if the photograph shown te
was the photograph of the subject of Detroit Police
Department number L5138, New York 4 eonduoct all logical
investigation to verify or disprov statement that
FARD or ALLAH appeared at the Eew York Temple in 1951. If
this information is verified, Kew York should esanduct all
investigation necessary to loocate FARD or any informatien
senoerning him,




it

SAC, Chicego (100-33083) Harch 12, 1552

CONFBENTIA

Director, PBI (1068-(3642)
G!.l.uiﬂ\edhy-s-ﬁ'.?....../.?/é !/

WALLACE DODD FORD RUTESNCRY. 5o/~ PP
SXCURITY MATTER - NOI . ication /0/&!7
Re Chicage letters 2-3-55 and 2-28.58 and

Detroit letter 1-31-58, q

Re Chicagoe letter 2-38-50 requested Buresu
conslder requesting estigation be ¢oanducted in this
matter in Hew Zealand l& f

—— P -

A review of ct's Bufile reflects when
interviewed by the Californis State parvle authorities,
as 8 result of his arrest in Los Anzeles in 192, the
subject advised he was born 2-25~-1871 et Portland, Cregon,
where he resided until 1313. The only information in the

_poasession of the Bureau indicating subject was a

New Zealsnder is that furnished by subject's former
cumuon-1aw wife, Hagel Evelsizer, &he sdmitted she knew
nothing sbout sudbjest's background and considered him s
New Zeslander from hearsay. Further, she sdvised the
subject visited har either in the Summer of 1932 or 1933
st which time he made ths remark he was returuing to

Now Zealand, In this comnnesotion it is noted the subject
was arrested 5-25-33 at Detroit, Michigan, st which tise
he was described ss being of Arabisn sncestry. After
lesving Detroit hw wes slleged to have taught Islém in
Chiocago until some time in 193%4 when ha disappesred.
Actually, it is not definitely known if Ford or Dodd is
subject's true nane. As yet, his birth has not been
verified, Thexefore, ths Buresu feels investigation in

.- New Zssland ansuld be held &n sbeyance pending further

matter, especially investigastion

investigation .in ¢
nd division by ve Chicage letter

;:g:;atc by fhn »

iy 850 Olo

BRUTIAY  « il

e o e A AR o 8 i e ok B R TR, e Ve b S 5

00066 413
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et WALLACE BOGD PORD
®1 K:ONF

105 -0 Wi

e

the esrly 19%'s. The Buresu feels tha shoa ld -
be reinterviewed for nsmes of individuals who e Bnbers

of the “Development of OGur Own®™ oult during the esrly

1930's and sny sdditions) informgtion he can posaibly

furnish regarding subject's setivities in Detroit during

that pericd, “

Further, Bufiles fail to refiect wat investigation,
if any, has been conducted te locate adward Donaldach, who
wss mrrested with the subject in Los Anpeles in 192, SBan Prencisc:
letter dated [-27-57 peflected Donaldsor as subject's "partner.”
Tnis tndividual ocould possibly furtiian beckground nformetion
concerning Liw subjesoct,

The Buresu shouid be sdvised of the results of
tiwest igation conducstad by the Honolulu Office as requested
by Chise o letter dated 10-3-57 conceruin; subjeat's faily.

The Buresu realises that investigstion in this metter
calls for imsgination, initistive, and resourcefulness. Agents
mndling this matter should not be ¢ontent Lo serely cover
suggested lesds, it should thoroughly end logloc#lly exsning
this asse snd pursue ever¥ logicsl lesd. In this eouneotion,
the Bureeu is ¢lossly foll this investigation,

s

C NIRRT A
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DIRECTOR, FRI (105-83648) April )8, 1938

SAC, CHICAMO (100-33683)

WALLACE DODD FORD
SECIRITY BATTRR - NOI

ReBulet, 4/18/58.

The Buresu feels that continued expenditure
of investigative time in this matter is set warraated.

The Destroit, lLos Analu,: Neow York Mvisions
and the Washiagton Field Office should diseontinue
investigation,

This is to advise the BDuresu that this ease
is being pliaced in a closed status in the Chtoago Office,
and no report will be sulmitted,

Burean (RN) '
it (100-26358) (RNE) ;
Angeles (105-48035) (RN)

Px (R))
n Field (100-34325) (RID (
2

b
ALL WFORMATION CONTANED
dx\ ' HEREIN (S UNCLASSIFIE
| wa&;_-—gfﬁ ﬁv

AL

i
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- STRENDARD FORM NO, 84

Oﬁ‘ice Memom'ﬂdum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO
FROM ;
SUBJECT:

e A T

— 0
- g

548, l)etroit.{;iloo-?lés56“)_.,@"" patE: L/18/58

wallaClh oOLD 2CRD, “wes, ALL INFORMATION CDNWNED -~ N

O =il HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIF
EAz -2 ﬂéB.

He Chicago letter to Uirector, dated 3/10/58,

The folloving Inveygdsction v corcucted at

Etatoiv hu“ulng, idehigan, DY Ca

L/S/58:

Geferenced letter recuested that the Detroit
Division contcet the 1.or o determine the original
souree of tho infermntion a spearing in tocdr muﬂorb¢dum
of June 14, 1940, wmich roflected that e o Py
1 Dovis 31, “316 Ceklend ave., wos Grand Shiek of
1

.ocrish oeience Tenple of .merica, anc 1o an attempt
to resolve whetlicr or not.the L.VI3 JL allegcd to be an
aliosc of .. . fasi, ig icentical it the suocject of tiin

investization.

ii2chitn Stcte Folice, Sceul nvestigation osquad,
Sast Lansing, .ich., t hoce icentity nust be preotected
in any gutooovony resort or commn n1C”t10n at her rooues
advisad that the filcs of the .2ichizen Lyote Folice
contain no additicnal information regarcing .. . Fauld,

saving the alics of Jav is £l, other than thet coitained
in the repert uatua June 16, 1942, & co»vy of which is
in the possess 1on of tne Detroit %BI ffice.

ccording to the
report whic written then a lichi“an<<>
Stata rolice Hetﬁctlve, ana novw & irooper stationed to ¢
tation 1l in Sine : .
in this mattc
advised tha




100-26356

- f

ACCOrGlng N
aprroving UfTicer ias (Captain of Detoctive ..ulosid, who
is deceased,

LoaDO
SoTA0IT:

;—.ﬂﬂ’l-\ﬁ-\nv‘

N

alll

c1llow, intervie
appecring in bhb T !
Lriengall that & copny of

Lo refresn his reo

renort is avaeilotle in thc De

wlacive te tne infornaticn
tod June 16, 1942. It is
thre report be nade availoole

')
collection inasmuch os thot
troit Cilice
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TO: SAC. Dstroit DATE:

RECEIVED BEY:

SA
L’?J}

, personally

11/6/59
| FROU: * AL msoammonecogwm
SUBJECT: NO1 HERE!N 1S UTJCLAuSl 3
. IS - NOI onielp. R WS
, 4
‘ INFORMAN T, 2D ? who has furnished reliable informa tion
! in & past, protect
; ACTIVITY: October 2Y, 1959
! RECEIVED: October 27, 1959 A7c

/%7 "2@:}5‘&1 dﬂé

S h ndex

v SR —
| 11/6/59 ¢ »

FBI - DETROIT

00065 15%
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DE 100-5549
SYNOPSIS:

Meeting of Twelve Tribes Committse a: Tenp.e 1, Detrois,

Mich.,, 10/24/53, Backeground of

DETATLS:

. The raport is dmted October 24, 1959, -concerning a meeil
— of the TWweive Trihes Committee-held atv M UHAMMAD's Temple #1,

11529 Linwood, Detroit, Michigun, the same date,

The variows tribes met and discussed ways and meens
of raising funds, Innsﬂucn as all gPOLDS Intend to keep their
plans secret, no - ture of the
mee ti

She reportad zhe was one ©
earlles @lievers and was in the tempie during the days of

WALLACE FARD, the alleged Messlsh,

_ She came to
-and hes been If continuous residence, “khi . said.,.
ndlceted she was Pirst a-followsr of MARCUS GARVEY,
After B8 WET Tun out of Detroii, WALLACE FARD appeared, according
to her report, She wiaims there was once 25,000 holy names on
the roll of the temple. She sald the first temple was located
on Hestings Street nesr Wilkins Street, For a while things went%
well, she said. She indicated the turn came when the killing
ooeurred and the blame attributed to the Musllims,

reports “there were & few Muslims in Detroit

WAL LA CE F ARD e i




-

Aﬁ(‘

DE 100=-5549

’ reported WALLACE FARD a»d ELIJAH POOLE -
were arrested &n rlegd =s leuders of the Mus'ims shortly after
the slaying. FARD was told to get out of Detrolt, she seid,
Prior to leaving FARD designated ELIJAH POOLE minlster of the
group. She sald there had been many ministers prior to this time

hiit +havy 811 waamad +n =il Qha w=to teas WATTACE FARD dansrtad
WA UI-I\JJ L= 3= S [~} U e A e o et B L W A W W R TV b b dd el & N d - aAas nar T pRA L VWA

Lol

Detroit & few days later and as far as she knows he has never
been seen in Detroit since, *says she believes FARD
is alive but indicates she dms not know where he 13, She =aid
she doubted if any of the Muslims know where FARD 1s, She
strongly belleves FARD was a foreigner and csme to America

from Saudl Arabla, She says she follows ELIJAH POOLE because
she was pressnt when WALLACE FARD designated hlm minister and
leader of the Muslims, ©She says there are hundreds of cld
Muslims in Detroit but they do not recognize ELIJAH as the
leader and, therefore, refuse to follow him,

ROSCOE MAPP3, SR., spoke to the group and suggested
he had been in the presence of ELIJAH POOLE during dinner the
previous day. Apparently ELIJAH sneaked in for a brief visit,

RECOMM ENDA TTON

It 1= recommended that a copy of the sbove memo
be disseminated to the orgenlzational flle and to the files
of the above indlviduals who were noted by the Informant as
being present at instant meeting for use and possible
censlderation in the next Investigutive report submitted
in each case,

00067
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SAC, TETRIT (100-5549) February 17, 1960

<O
N
SUPERVISOR
AL \NFORMAT%ONS%&T;INW o) \
HEREIN 15 UNCLA
NOI ) s
IS - NOI (285 y
%ﬁ
On February 11, 1960, Sergeant SIS,
were in

MSP, East Lansing, Mic lephonica
York State Troopers
contact with Michigan State

officials in rega:-d to captioned organization. The troopers
had been sent to Illinois and Michigan to discuss police
problems in handling members of NOI , particularly while
confined to state prisons. They were also interested in
information which would assist the New York Attorney Gensral's
Office in handling petitions to have their "religion"
recognized by the State iIn order that they could hold mestings
within the New York astate prisons.

O Troopersmand! contacted the Writer
on February 12, 1760, and reiterated the above information.

They also statei that, 1f possible, they would like to have
any information which would establish the whereabouts of
A.D., FTARD, the originator of the NOI, The troopers advised
that they realized the confidential nature of our records
but requested any public source information or othsar items
that would bs of assistance to them, They weres furnished
with the FBI number and Detroit Folice Department number of
FARD inasmuch as the initial check with the Detroit FPolice
Department had falled to reveal a police record for FARD,

It is to be noted that extensive investigation has
been previously conductsd without establishing the whereabouts
of FARD at sny time since he left Detroit in 193l4.
/,) Above for information only.
1

- 100-26356 (W,D, FPARD)

di?§
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I LEAVT THIS STACE BLANK I

I\}amp ,,,,,,,,,, . Classificatic <)[‘ ’\\

Alias. Ref. ALL INFORMAT 1ON CO;E&\NEU g———

' HEREIN SN rl —

I';oél.jj/jg,(?olcré{/ AT == ;?S 19 5’0
» 1.—Right Thumb 2;:R. Index Finger 3.—--E. Midd's Finger 4.—R. Ring Finver 5.—R. Little Finger

7.—L. Index Finger

Fcur fingers taken simultaneously

Left hand

Left Thumb | Right Thumb

1

Impressions taken by ... ..

Classified by

Amputations................. .} Right hand

Four fingers taken s.u-ultaneously

Verified BY ... ; .........................
lPLEASE D? NOT FOLD THIS CARD
00071 y




'DEPT. OF POLICE, Detroit, Michigan @ - Bureau cf Identificatior

[ Q=S
il
Date of Arrest Time Prect. No. !
Ofhicers :
Where Arrested Residence ¢
Associates
- T Age ] . Hair -
|
Height . Color of Eyes
Weight Complexzion
Nationality - Teeth
Born Upper
Build . Lawer
Occupation Chin

DETAILS OF ARREST

<
o
O
~J
oo

DR 179,
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N lll ‘
Jate X \Vil : \
ate Kecerve 1/17/51?

Frem

ame of coatributor)

De. 20 -26354- 171,

[ . -
D Eal P S S

no

/9 /([{fa-juf{ Wil Faf
Deproid WD#‘ZS“/ 38
o

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI
pATEL. ﬂﬁ_q‘_‘gl%
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4-750 (Rev. 9-21-04) Ui )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIFPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

/_Q_Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 . ion 552

3 (b)) O (b)7X(A) O (axs)
O (0)(2) O (bX7XB) 0 Gx2)
O (b)(3) gi (b)(7)(C) O3 k(1)

O (b)7X(D) O (k)2)

O (b)7XE) O x)3)

O (y7xF) O (k)4)
O (b)) O (bx8) L1 (k)(5)
[ (b)(5) 0 (b)9) 0 (kxe)
D2 (b)6) 0 (kx(7)

)é Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your
request,

[J Information pertained only to a third party. The subject of your request is listed in the
title only,

UJ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasabilitv of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be
advised as to the disposition at a later date.
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THE VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS
IN DETROIT

ERDMANN DOANE BEYNON

ABSTRACT

The ‘'Nation of Islam,” usually known as the “Voodoo Cult,” belongs to a chain of
movements arising out of the growing disillusionment and race consciousness of recent
Negro migrants to northern industrial cities. The attention of the general public bhas
been diregted to sensational episodes in the history of this cult, such as the occurrence
of human sacrifice, but the reorientation of the, personality of its members has been
ignored. The members of the cult have been isolated from the social organization of
the community in which they lived, but they have maintained their functional rela-
tionship in the metropolitan economy from which they derive their means of livelihood
and in which they have been able to make more satisfactory adjustments As a result
of the teaching of this cult, they have gained a new conception of themselves and regard
themselves as superior, rather than inferior, to uther peaple.

The Negro sect known to its members as the “*Nation of Islam”
or the “Muslims.”” but to the police as the Voodoo Cuit,? has sig-
nificance for social science rescarch partly because of its synthesis
of heterogeneous cultural clements and partly because of its unique
expression of race consciousness. I the movement be viewed as the
life-cycle of a cult, however, its various phases tend to show an
orderly progression through which the attitudes of its devotees were
molded to a common pattern. There developed among them a way
of living which isolated them 1o a certain extent from all persons
not members of their cult, even though they themselves remained
scattered among an urban population of their own race and color.
In their trade relations the members of this cult have continued
to live, iike other Negroes, within the ecological organization of the
Negro community of Detroit. Their principal occupationat adjust-
ment has been factory labor, and thus the cult members have main-
tained a functional relationship with the metropolitan economy out-
side of the Negro community. At the same time, however, they

1 Spelling: “Moslem™,; pronounced: “Muslim."” This is one of the changed pro-
nunciatiohs by which irfitiates recognize each other. The Moorish-Americans aiso are
“Moslers,’” but pronounce the word as spelled.

*» No effort is made in this paper to trace relationship between this cult and Voodoo-
ism in Haiti and other West Indian islands. The cult received the name “Voodoo™

solely because of cases of buman sacrifice. .
894
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VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS 895

have severed contacts with th- social organization of the community
in which they live, so that they have gained isolation almost as
efiectively as did the members of agricultural religious communities
who migrated to new homes.

THE BEGINNING OF THE MOVEMENT

The prophet and fnunder of the cult made his first appearance
among the Negroes of Detroit as a peddler. Like other Arab and
Svrian peddiers, he went from house to house carrying his wares.

He came first to our houses selling raincoats, and then afterwards silks. In
this way he could get into the people's houses, for every woman was eager to
s¢e the nice things the peddlars had for sale. He told us that the silks he carried
were the same kind that our people used in their home country and that he
had come from there. So we all asked him to tell us about our own country.
If we asked him to eat with us, he would eat whatever we had on the table, but
after the meal he began to talk: “*Now don’t eat this food. It is poison for vou.
The people in vour own country do not ezt it. Since thev eat the right kind of
foud thev have the Lest health all the time. If vou would live just hike the
peuple 1n vour home country, vou would never be sick anv more.” %o we all
wanted him to tell us more about ourselves and about our home country and

dbout how we could be free from rheumatism, aches aged pains.*
!

At the stranger’s suggestion a group of people was invited to one
of the houses visited by him. so that on a particular evening they all
ight hear the story in which all alike were so much interested.
Accustomed as these people were to the cottage prayer meetings of
the Negro Methodist and Baptist churches they found no difficulty
in holding informal meetings in their homes.

The former peddler now assumed the role of prophet. During
the carly period of his ministry he used the Bibie as his textbook,
since it was the only religious book with which the majority of his
hearers were familiar. With growing prestige over a constantly in-
creasing group, the prophet became bolder in his denunciation of
the Caucasians and began to attack the teachings of the Bible in
such a way as to shock his hearers and bring them to an emotional
crisis. Brother Challar Sha'riefl told of the crisis through which he
himseli passed after hearing the prophet’s message:

+ sister Denke Majied, formerly, Mrs. Lawrence Adams.
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The very first time I went to a meeting [ heard him say: “The Bible tells
you that the sun rises and sets. That is not so. The sun stands still. All your
lives you have been thinking that the earth never moved. Stand and look
toward the sun and know that it is the earth you are standing on which is
moving.” Up to that day I always went to the Baptist church. After I heard
that sermon from the prophet, I was turned around completely. When I went
home and heard that dinner was ready, 1 said: *‘1 don’t want to eat dinner.
1 just want to go back to the meetings.”” I wouldn't eat my meals but I goes
back that night and I goes to every meeting after that. Just to think that the
sun above me never moved st all and that the earth we are on was doing all
the moving. That changed everything for me. ’

The report of the prophet’s message spread through the Negro
community. Many of those who heard him invited their iriends
and relatives to come to the meetings, appealing either to their
curiosity or to deeper interests. The attendance at the house meet-
ings increased so much that the prophet was compelled to divide
his hearers into several groups, the members of each of which were
permitted to hear his message onlv at,the time assigned to their
group. The inconvenience was so obvious that the propbet’s fol-
lowers readily contributed money sufficient to hire a hal! which was
fitted up as the Temple.

THE PROPHET

Although the prophet lived in Detroit from July 4. 1930! until

June 30, 1934, virtually nothing is known about him, save that he

4L e Lo F 11 A" alb o ATaveemoc ~f AT el
ANCRIVCS Ui dvUlLl

“came from the East” and that he “called” the
America to enter the Nation of Islam. His very name is uncertain.
He was known usually as Mr. Wali Farrad or Mr. W. D. Fard,
though he used also the iollowing names: Professor Ford, Mr. Far-
rad Mohammed, Mr. F. Mohammed Al. One of the few survivors
who heard his first addresses states that he himself said: “My name
is W. ). Fard and I came from the Holy City of Mecca. More about
myself I will not tell you yet, for the time has not yet come. I am
your brather. You have not vet seen me in my royal robes.”’s Leg-
ends soon sprang up about this mysterious personality. Many mem-
bets of the cult hold that the prophet was born in Mecca, the son
of wealthy parents of the tribe of the Koreish, the tribe from which

* Brother Chaliar Sharrieff, furmerly, Mr. Charles Peoples.

3 Interview with Mrs. Carrie Peoples {Sisier Carrie Mohammed).
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VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS 897
Mohammed the Prophet sprang, and that he was closely related by
blood to the dypasty of the Hashimide sheriffs of Mecca who be-
came kings of the Hejaz. He is said to have heen educated at a
college in England,® in preparation for & diplomatic career in the
service of the kingdom of the Hejaz, but to have abandoned every
thing to bring “freedom, justice and equality,””” to “his uncle™
living “in the wilderness of North America, surrounded and robbed
completely by the Cave Man."

There has grown, however, among the members of the cult a
belief that the prophet was more than man, as Brother Yussuf
Mohammed claimed: “When the police asked him who he was, he
said: ‘I am the Supreme Ruler of the Universe.” He told those
police more about himself than he would ever tell us.”

THE NEGROES WHO HEARD THE “‘CALL"

L}

b mas o 1t

Not all whe attended the IllLEtlAlsD and heard the s SIranger 5 mes-
sage accepted him as a prophet. Many ridiculed his attacks against
the Caucasians and were angered by his criticisms of the churches
and the preachers. During the four years of his ministry, however,
approximately eight thousand Negroes* in Detroit “heard the call”
and became members of the Nation of Islam. Interviews with more
than two hundred Moslem families showed that with less than half-
a-dozen exceptions all were recent migrants from the rural South,
the majority having come to Detroit from small communities in
Virginia, South Carolina. Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippt. 1n-
vestigations of cult members by the Wavne County Prosecutor’s
office also indicated the same origin. The interviews disclosed that

® Sister {arric Mohammed and certain others claim that the prophet graduated
from the University of Southern California in Los Angeles

' Symbeotized by the letters F § £ on the Muslim flag hanging in the home of evcry
cult member.

Y The American Negroes+—*‘the black men in the wilderness of North America”—
are Teferred to symbolicaliy in the cult ritual as “the uncle of Mr. W. D). Fard.” Mos-
lems of the Eastw—Synms Turh and ct}:ers -are referred to as “the second uncle of
Mr. W. I}, Fard”

* Prophet W. ). Fard, Tmhngfor the Lost Found Nation af [slam in o M othemaiical
Way, Probiern No. 0.

* Eatimated by officials of the cult. Detectives of the Specia! Investigation Squad
of 1the Detroit Police Department estimate 5,000.
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the Moslems not only had migrated recently from the South, but
also had visited their old homes in the South one or more times after
their migration and before thev had come into contact with the
Nation of Islam. Through these visits they had become more con-
scious of race discrimination on the part of the Caucasians. After
their brief sojourn in the North thev tended to reinterpret with
sinister implications incidents of race contact in the South. They
began to realize that lynchings and the indignitics of the Jim Crow
system were perpetrated by Caucasians who worshiped the same
God as thev did and worshiped Him in the same way. In many of
its parts the Secret Ritual of the cult reflects the aroused feclings
with which these Negroes returned from their visits to the South.
“Me and my people who have becen lost from home for 37y vears
have tried this so-valled mystery God for bread, clothing and a home
And wc receive nothing but hard times, hunger, naked and out of
doors. Also was beat and killed by the ones that advocated that
kind of God. ™

The illiteracy of the southern Negroes now seemed due 1o Cauca-
sian “tricknollogy. " “Why does the devil keep our people illiter
ate? So that he can use them for a 1ool and also a slave. He heeps
them blind to themselves so that he can master them.”

Awakened already to a consclousness of race discrimination, these
migrants from the South came into contact with militant mese
ments among oorthern Negroes. Practically none of thum had been
in the North prior to the collapse of the Marcus Garvey movement
A few of them had come under the influence of the Moorish-Amen
can cult which succeeded it. The effect of both these movements
upon the future members of the Nation of Islam was largely indirect.
Garvey taught the Negroes that their homeland was Ethiopia. The
Noble Drew Ali, the prophet of the Moorish- Americans, proclaimed
that these people were “descendants of Marrocans.”™* The newer
migrants entered a social milieu in Which the atmosphere was filled

w W T Fard. Secret Ritual of the Nution of {slam, Part 1L sec. 11. This has been pre-
served as an oral Lradition, memorized verbatim by the pupils at the University of
Islam Only a {ew manuscripl copies are extant.

1 A cult term pronounced “trickenollogy

3 Fard, Secret Ritual, Part 1, sec. o,

{ s+ Koran Questions for Moorish Americans (Chicago, 1a28), p. 1, quest 13
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with questions about the origin of their people. Long before their
new prophet appeared among them they were wondering who they
were and whence they had come.

The migrants did not find life in the North as pleasant as they
had expected it to be, when first they came to the “land of hope,”
as the North was known in Negro poetry and song. The depression
deprived them of their means of livelihood, and they suffered their
first experience of urban destitution. Though public relief came to
their rescue, the attitudes shown by the welfare agents increased
their hatred of the Caucasian civilization. Forced to stand waiting
for hours to receive their dole, these people began to believe that
race discrimination was evident in the North as well as in the South.
The welfare workers- -including those even of their own race—be-
came symbolic of all that these people hated.

Anp Asiatic trend among Negre dole recipients of the Elmwood district, noted
at the time as a passing whim, to-day came back with hohror to two women
welfare workers on learning that the fanatical Robert Harris had intended them
for human sacrifices as infidels . . . . Harris stated to the police that each of
these was a *'no good Christian,’’ and that they would have been sacrificed if he
knew where he could have found them.'s

A further disiliusionment came from their own physical discom-
fort resulting from life in crowded quarters in a northern city. Un-
accustomed to the climate of the North. and especially to its winters,
these people svon developed many bodily ailments. Their condition
is described by the Prophet Fard in his teaching:

He had fever. headaches, chills, grippe, hay fever, regular fever, theumatism,
also pains in all joints. He was disturbed with foot ailment and toothaches.
His pulse beat more than eightyv-eight times per minute: therefore he goes to
the doctor every day and gets medicine for every day in the year: one after
each meal and three times a day, also one at bedtime.®

The migrahts realized that they sufiered much more physical pain
than they had in their old homes. They connected this suffering
with the ciyilization of the white man to whose cities they had come.
Even before they met the prophet, they had begun to blame the
Caucasian for their aches and pains.

- s Deiroit Times, November 22, 1931.
s Teaching for bhe Losi Found Nation of Islam in o Mathematical Way, Problem No. 6.
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THE ORGANIZED CULT

Maladjusted migrant Negroes came into contact with the prophet
at the informal meetings in their own homes. With the change to
temple services the movement took on a more formal character. The
teaching became systematized. Membership was recognized and
“registered.”’ The movement itself became organized in a hierarchi-
cal manner. :

The prophet’s message was characterized by his ability to utilize
to the fuliest measure the environment of his followers. Their physi-
cal and economic difficulties alike were used to illustrate the new
teaching. Similarly, biblical prophecies and the teaching of Marcus
Garvey and Noble Drew Ali were cited as foretelling the coming of
the new prophet. As additional proofs of his message, the prophet
referred his followers to the writings of Judge Rutherford, of Je-
bovah's Witnesses, to a miscellaneous collection of hooks on Free-
masonry and its symbolism, and to some well-known works, such
as Breasted's Comguest of Civilization and Hendrik van Loon’s Story
of Mankind. Since many of these people were illiterate, it became
necessary to organize classes in Engih so that they might be able
to read “the proofs about themselves.” They were also instructed
to purchase radios in order that they might listen to the addresses
of Judge Rutherford, Frank Norris, the Baptist fundamentalist,
and others. The prophet explained to the people that the recom-
mended books and addresses were symbolic and could be understool
only through the interpretation which he himself would give at the
tempie services. The Koran itseif was soon introduced as the most
authoritative of all texts for the study of the new faith. The prophet,
however, uded only the Arabic iext which he translated and ex-
plained to the believe]rs. Here too they were completely dependent
upon his ipterpretation.

To give more systematic character to his teaching, the prophet
himself prepared certain texts which served as authoritative manuals
of the religion and were memorized verbatim by all who became
members of the Nation of Islam.

The prophet’s teaching was in substance as follows:

black men in North America are not Negroes, but members of the lost
tribe dff Shebazz, stolen by traders from the Holy City of Mecca 370 vears ago.

FE
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The prophet came to America to find and to bring back to Life his bong Jost
brothren, from whom the Caucasians had taken away their language, their
pation and their peligion. Here in America they were living other than them-
selves. They must learn that they are the original people, noblest of the nations
of the earth. The Caucasians are the colored people, since they have lost their
original color. The original people must regain their religion, which is Islam,
their language, which is Arabic, and their culture, which is astronomy and higher
mathematics, especially calculus. They must live according to the law of
Allah, avoiding all meat of “poison animals,”’ bogs, ducks, geese, 'possums and
cattigh. They must give up completely the use of stimulants, especially liquor.
I'hey must dean themselves up—both their bodies and their houses. If in this
wiuy they obeyed Allah, he would take them back to the Paradise from which
they had been stolen—the Holy City of Mecca.” ‘

Those who accepted this teaching became new men and women,
or, as the prophet expressed it, were restored to their original and

o an dh
true selves. As a mark of this restoration the prophet gave them

back their original names which the Caucasians had taken from
them. Since a sum of money--usually ten dollars-- was required to
secure the original name, this work must have been extremely profit-
able ta the prophet. Each new believer wrote g separate letter asking
o his original name, which the prophet was supposed to know
through the Spirit of Allah within him. Examples of the changed
names are:
Joseph Shenard hecame Tam Sharriaf

AER P L LSRRG jEmaAl MG 1 I0LL

1 mdse_v Garrett became Hazziez Aliah
Henrv Wells became Anwar Pasha
Williarmn Blunt became Sharrieff Allah,

Apparent mistakes sometimes occurred when three or more brothers
applied for new names, neglecting to mention in their letters that
they were blood brothers. Thus, despite his omniscience, the prophet
once gave the surnames of Sharriefl, Karriem, and Mohammed to
the three Poole brathers. The prophet explained this seeming mis-
take as due to his divine knowledge of the different paternity of the
three brothers.

7 Comptied from tl;e three texts issued by the prophet: Tmhng Jor the Lost Found
Ngtion of Isam in 2 Mathemalical Way. consisting of y4 problems. This text was
printed, but given onty to registered Mosiems. Secret Ritual of ike Nation of Islam,
Pact L, in 14 secs.. idvid., Part 11, in 40 secs.

The Secrel Ritual was, and stilf is, transmitted orally. The entire tesching is sym-
bolic and can be understood only by the initintes,
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The people who secured the new names value them as their great-
est treasure. “I wouldn’t give up my righteous name. That name
is my life.”*® They became so ashamed of their old slave names that
they considered that they could suffer no greater insult than to be
addressed by the old name. They sought to live in conformity with
the Law of Islam as revealed to them by the prophet, so that they
might be worthy of their original names. Gluttony, drunkenness,
idleness, and extra-marital sex relations, except with ministers of
Islam, were prohibited completely. They bathed at least once a

nnnnnnn Tnssaler Alaan an #hnt shaz: meia
day ﬁnd '(cpt th{:if LIGUSEs St_r'upuxuuSly CiEarn, 50 waatl uacy uu&u\_

put away all marks of the slavery from which the restoration of the
original name had set them free.

The rapid increase in membership made necessary the develop-
ment of a formal organization. Subsidiary organizations had been
established as the need for them arose. Chief of these was the Uni-
versity of Islam to which the children of Moslem families were
sent rather than to the public schools. Here they were taught the
“knowledge of our own, " rather than the *“civilization of the Cauca-
sian devils.”” Courses were given in “higher mathematics,” astrono-
my, and the *“general knowledge and ending of the spook civiliza-
tion.” That women might keep their houses clean and cook food
properly, there was established the Moslem Girls’ Training and Gen-
eral Civilization Class. Fear of trouble with the unbelievers, espe-
cially with the police, led to the founding of the Fruit of Islam--
a military organization for the men who were drilled by captains
and taught tactics and the use of firearms. Each of these organiza-
tions was under the control of a group of officers trained spedially
by the prophet for their task. Finally the entire movement was
placed under a Minister of Islam and a corps of assistant ministets,
all of whom had been selected and trained by the prophet. Within
three yeﬁrs the prophet not only began the movement but organized
it so well that he himself was able to recede into the background,
appearing almost never to his followers during the final months of
his residence in Detroit. This was undoubtedly an important factor
in the cult’s survival after the prophet's departure.

o Mrs. William McQoy, renamed Sister Rosa Karriem.
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SCHISMS AND PERSECUTIONS
L

o rtarem $an e
rent!y in the prsphet § message were cer tain teach-

ings whlch from the very beginning of the movement, led to schisms
within the membership of the cult and to persecution from without.

The prophet prociaimed that his followers did not belong to Amer-
ica. They were citizens of the Holy City of Mecca and their only
allegiance was to the Moslem flag. Their children must be removed
from the public schools and sent to the University of Islam. In
revolt against this position, Abdul Mohammed, one of the first ofti-
cers in the temple, seceded and organized a small Moslem group of
his own in which the cardinal principle was loyalty to the Constitu-
tion of the United States and to its Alag- The attendance officers
of the Board of Education and the police attempted to break up
the University of Islam and to compel the children 1o return to the
public schools. This led to a severe riot in which the members of the
cult tried to storm the police headquarters. Fearful of race rots,
the judges of the recorder’s court released with suspended sentence
almost all of the rioters. Since that time the University of Islam
has continued its classes.

More serious difficulties arose over the question of human sacri-
fice: The prophet’s position on this question was never made clear.
He taught explicitly that it was the duty of every Moslem to offer
as sacritice four Caucasian devils in order that he might return to
his home in Mecca.” The prophet also taught that Allah demands
obedience unto death from his followers. No Moslem dare refuse
the sacrifice of himself or of his loved ones if Allah requires it. On
November 21, 1932, the people of Detroit became conscious of the
presence of the cult through its first widely publicized human sacri-
fice. A prominent member, Robert Harris, renamed Robert Kar-
riem, erected an altat in his home at 1249 Dubois Street and invited

~ his roomer, John J. Smith, to present himself as a human sacrifice,

so that he might betome, as Hdrris said, “the Saviour of the world.”
Smith agreed, and at the hour appointed for the sacrifice—g:00
a.M.—Harris plunged a knife into Smith’s heart. After constant re-

currences of rumors of human sacnfice or attempted sacrifice, on
January 20, 1937, Verlene McQueen, renamed Verlene Ali, brother

_____ P ¥ LIS AAlAgmihal, AN
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of one of the assistant ministers, was arrested as he prepared for
the ceremonial slaying and coocking of his wife and daughter. This
sacrifice was, as he szid, to have *‘cleansed him from all sin.”

These cases of human sacrifice have directed to the cult much
attention from the Police Department so that the cult has been
forced to pursue many of its activities in secret. The question of
sacrifice has led also to sefious internal clashes. “*Rebels against the
Will of Allah,” as they are called, have left the Temple and organized
another Temple of Islam, desiring to remain within the framework of
the cult but to avoid human sacrifice,/the necessity of which as an
expiation of sin forms one of the most hotly debated subjects among
the cult members,

Persecutions and schisms alike have tended to increase the cul-
tural isolation of the members of this group. The effect of the
schisms was selective, leaving within the parent organization those
who were bound tegether by comrpon attitudes and common loyal-
ties. Attacks made on the cult by the Police Department have been
instigated usually by the leaders of Negro organizations. These per-
secutions have led naturally to a greater solidarity among the cult
members and to a constantly increasing isolation of the Moslems
from the other residents of the Detroit Negro community.

EFFORTS TO EXPLOIT THE MOVEMENT

The solidarity and cultural isolation of the Moslems have ren-
dered ineffectual the various attempts made by interested parties
to redirect the activities of the cult in order to further their own
particular purposes. The first of these efforts was made by the Com-
munists in 1932, but the cult members rebuffed their appeal. Then
came Major Takahashi, a reserve Japanese officer, who sought to
lead the Moslems to swear allegiance to the Mikado. Only a small
minority of the members followed him into the new movement he
organized—The Development of Our Own. With his deportation,
this schmismatic movement came to nought. An Ethiopian, Wysx-
zewixard S. J. Challouehliczilczese, sought in June, 1934, to re-
organize the movement as a means of sending financial support 40
Ethiopia. This too, was unsuccessful. At present the members of
the cult have come under the influence of certain anti-Union intes-
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While this trend seems very pronounced at present, it is unlikely
to leave any permanent impression upon the movement, and still
less likely to detach from the Nation of Islam any of its members.

ADJUSTMENTS OF CULT MEMBERS IN THE
URBAN ECONOKY
At the time of their first contact with the prophet, practically all

the members of the cult were recipients of public welfare, unem-
ploved, and living in the most deteriorated aréas of Negro settle-
ment in Detroit. At the present time® there is no known case of un-
employvment among these people. Practically all of them are work-
ing in the automobile and other factories. They live no longer in
the slum section around Hastings Street, but rent homes in some
of the hest economic areas in which Negroes have settled. They
tend to purchase more expensive furniture, automobiles, and clothes
than do their neighbors even in these areas of higher-class residence.
This improved economic adjustment is due, doubtless, partly to post-
depression conditions of employment and to the increased hiring
of Negroes as a result of recent labor troubles. The members of the
cult, however, claim that they have secured work much more easily
than have other Negroes. They ofier thanks to Allah for this evi-
dence of his faver. To some extent their claim appears to be justi-
fied, though no statistical study has yet been made of comparative
unemployment of cult members and other recent Negro migrants.
Through the Nation of Istam they have gained a new status and a
new confidence in themselves. When they meet Caucasians, they
rejoice in the knowledge that they themselves are superiors meeting
members of an inferior race. Employment managers tend to accept
more readily pérsons whose appearance gives evidence of clean liv-
ing and self-reliance, than those who show the marks of debauchery,
defeat, and despair.

The ascetic manner of life of the Moslems also has contributed to
their economic improvement. No money whatever is spent by them
on liquor, tobacco, or pork. Their one meal of the day consists al-

= Written in August, 1937
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most entirely of vegetables and fruits. Consequently their expendi-
ture on food is significantly smaller than is that of other Negroes
in Detroit. This economy in consumption, however, is not extended
to visible marks of status, such as houses, automobiles, and clothes.
The prophet taught them that they are the descendants of nobles
in the Holy City of Mecca. To show their escape from slavery and
their restoration to their original high status, they feel obliged to
live in good houses and to wear good clothes. Despite their expendi-
ture on these items, members of the cult ¢onstantly declare that
they are ashamed that they have not been abie to purchase better
commodities or to rent finer homes. ‘“This furniture is the best we
could afford to buy here in the wilderness of North America, where
we have to live other than ourselves. When we go home to Mecca,
we will be able to get reallv good furniture, just like all our peopie
who live there use.”

RELATION TO-OTHER NEGRO CULTS

The story of the Nation of Islam cannot be cansidered as complete
in itself. Militant and cultist movements among migrant Negroes
in the cities of the North have formed a sort of tree. After one
branch has groyn, flourished, and begun to decav, another shoots
up to begin over again the same cyile, though alwavs with an in-
creasing degree of race-consciousness and anti-Caucasian prejudice.

Out of the wreck of the Marcus Garvey movement, there sprang
Phoenix-like the Moorish-American cult of which the prophet was
Noble Drew Ali. After this prophet’s disappearance and the stabi-
lization of the movement as a formally organized denomination,
there sprang up the Nation of Istam. Although the cultura) isola-
tion of the members of this cult has not declined during the three
years of their prophet’s absence, there are many evidences of the
loss of militant aggressiveness which once characterized this group.
The organization also is tending to become more amorphous. From
among the latger group of Moslems there has sprung recently an
even more militant branch than the Nation of Islam itself. This
new movement, known as the Temple People, identifies the prophet,
Mr. W. D. Fard, with the god Allah. To Mr. Fard alone do they
offer prayer and sacrifice. Since Mr. Fard has been deified, the
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Temple People raise to the rank of prophet the former Minister of
Islam, Rlijah Mohammed,™ now a resident of Chicago. He is always
referred to reverently as the “Prophet Elijah ip Chicago.” A former
assistant of his, the Haitian Theodore Rozier,” has become the
minister and director of the new movement.

Thus continues the chain of these movements, each running
through its cycle of growth and decay and all of them interwoven
as strands of a web. Fundamental to them all is the eflort of migrant
Negroes to secure a status satisfactory to themselves after their
escape from the old southern accommodation of white and Negro.

UNIvERSITY 0F MICHIGAN

» His slave name was Elijah Poole. The prophet conferred on him the name of
“Flijah Karriem.” The Temple People claim that Mr. W. D. Fard himself changed this
vame later to “Elijah Mobhammed™ to indicate the higher status to which the minister
was called. Moslems opposed to the Temple People deny this and continue to speak of
“Brother Flijah Karriem."”

7 Une of the newer converts, Brother Theodore Rozier, admits that he never saw
the “Savior,” Mr. W. ). Fard, and that he learned of Islam solely through his contact
with the "Prophet Elijah Mohangmed.” (Jppunents of the Temple People contend that
Brother Theodore Rozier is not qualified 10 be minister of Islam since he received the
revelation *'secand- hand.”




