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The United States Attorney for the southern district
of New York has recommendsd the appointment of Mr. Vite
@Marcantonio as Aseistant Unite_d States sttomey in his
office. ;

: Mr. Marcantonio resides at 235 East 116th Sireet,
e Now York City, end his law office is at 20 Vesey Street.

The Dietrict Attcrney statss that Mr. Marcantonio is _
A graduate of the De Witt Clinto High School and received :
his lew degree from the New York University Law School; E

that prior to his admission to the bar,he served in the

office of Foster, La Guardia & Cutler; that he wes admitted e
in July, 1926; was subsequently sssocisted with Mr. Nicholas E i
De Pasquale @t 220 Broadway; is now engeged in gemeral prac- g -

tice and massociated with Michale F. Pinto et 20 Veaey Street. .

Please conducet ths ususl inquiry,.

P g

Respectfully,
]
Charles P. Sisaon ) X /
, Assistant Attomey General.
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With reference to the inveastigetion
: pow being conducted regarding Mx. VITO
K MARCANTANIO ~ candidate for Position as 5
_Assistant U. S, @ttormey: for the Southern ; . s
o Di-trict of New York, there is stteched hereto ST e
for your information, e oopy of o telegrem dated . S I
August 2, 1930, which the mxroau bas reueivod . :
‘ rmm the Haw Tork Ortioo, L ens s JERESE S ‘
; L ? . Very truly yours, R “’ o
» S ' - For the Direotor, ' e
( M , Apsistant Director.
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- N.Y.File 77-172 B/4/30 H,C. LESLIE #2

stated Candidate is & very high class young man; that he has & high regard for
the ethicas of the law profession; he has a fine charecter; that he has excentional
abllity for a young lewyer, particularly good on trial work, appeals and motions;
has had some federal practice and has several cases pending in the Circuit Court
of Appeals at the present time. Ille siates Candidate presents a good appesrance,
is & fine public speaker and is known as the "boy orator.™ Mr. Pints stated

thet Candidate has been married five years and formerly resided at the Harlem
House, 3ocial Center, 311 kast 116th Street, where his, Candidate's wife, Ira.
Marcantonlo is esgsistant dirvector of social work. Candidate is &8lso engaged in
socisl work and tought classes In English and citizenship st the BHarlem iisusse,
His present address is 235 East 116th Street, Hew York City., He stated that
Candidate was born in New York and attended public schools and the Dewitt Clinton
Highechool from which he graduated. He laster attended Hew York University, took
up & ¢ourse in law, gradusting therefprom July 1928. He received = L.L.B. Nr.
Pinto stated that Candidate does not drink; that he is liberel in his views con-
cerning prohlbition. He stated thet he cannot recourend Cendidate too highly as
to character, reputation and gualifications for position sought.

Nicholes D. Paaguale, attorney, 220 Brosdway, atated he went t0 schogl with
Candidate at the Harlem llouse and hag known him since 1$16; that after Camdidute
was admitted to the Dar they forued a law partnership which continued for about
two years; that st the present time Candidate is mgsocisted with Michesel ¥, Pinto.
ile stated Candidete 18 a very fTine, upright, young man, possesses sterlling
gqualities 88 & mun and lawyer; that he is an excepticnally good trial lawyer for
& young man and has had guite some civil practice as well as federsl practice;
he is argumentative, tenacious, has & keen mind and is a particularly fine orstor.
tie has & epod conception of the law, He stated that Candidate does not indulge
in liqguor in any form. lowever, he is liberal in hisg views regarding prohibitien
but would have no hesitancy in prosecuting violators of the Eighteenth Amerdment
were he an Asaistunt United Statles Attorney.

agent interviewed lr. E. D, Webb, secretary of the law school of New Tork
University, W%ashington Square, New York City, who exomined their records and
advised that same reflectsd Candidate was boru in the United States December 10,
1902, attended public schools New York, g¢raduated De Wittt Clinton Hlghschool in
1920, after s four vear course. le fook Un & course in comnerce &t the Mew Vork
Univeraity, ss well as & course in law at the Hew York University law Schocl,
greduating therefrom in 1925, e received a L.L.B. 1ilis morks were ebout the
average. Je failed in one subject, Equity law, which, however, he made up the
following term. I1lia record as to character and reputation is good.

Misa Field, School of Commeres, Veshington S.uare, New York City, consulted
their records end sdvided that Candidate took & courge in Itellan February 1921
to June 1821. 1lis work wus very satisfectory and hss no mervs against his
character or reputation, X
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Hr, . Canpbell, sscretary Court of 4snpeals, Second Distriet New York,
exsmined papers on file relative to Candldate and the informstion confimed
that alresdy furnished by iwr. Webb of the Hew York Univarsity concerning
Candldete’s age, school attendance, ele. ¥p. Campbell advised that Candidate
was aduitted to the Bar,¥ew York State July £, 1888,

agent interyieged Iy, Edward Corsi, U, 3. (engor Superviser and presant
director of the larlem House, 311 Iasat 116%h Sireet, New York. Ir. Corsi
stated that h= has known CTandlidate for about five years: that Candidate
sttended Harlew House as a boy and became an active worker; has been 8 teacher
in & ¢ditizenship class, udult group, He stated Cundidate iw president of
the F. 3. Lalusrdis Bepublican Slub, 249 Emst 116%h Street;: is s8lse 8 meuber
of the Republipan Club st 163 Lest 11Ath Street, Hew York. XHe stated that
Candidate is parried and his wife, Frs. Marcantonio, is sasistant divestor
of the Harlen livuse; that Candidete's father repently died and he has baken
over & house st 235 ¥ast 116th Street, where hs has a lew office as well as
gn office at 20 Vesey Strest. Candidate supports his mother and seversl members
of Yis femily. lie advised thet Candidate is 8 very fine, vounc man, honsst,
intelligent, and beavrs an excsllent reputetion; that he does not use liguor
in any form, However, he is liberal in his views regurding prokibifion snd
does not approve of the lew. lle steted ttut ecandidets has high idsals end would
ot have any acruples in prosecuting vislators of the Eightesnth smendment,
He further sisted that Candidate is fully guelified for the position sourht
g8 to chsrmcter and reputaticon; that he haa no knowledge of Candidatets ability
a9 & lawyer.

Ers, Ellzsbetb lazpari, she is the prssident of the Fizedh School for Girls,

#7 Last 77th Street, Yiew York C:ity, was interviewsd and she atated that she was
formerly dirventor of the lHarles Houss Soclml Center, 311 Bast 118th Street; that
she became mequainted with Cangidate about ten years sgo: that 8% the time he
was sseretary of the Tensnts Lespus, which was forwad for the protection of
tenants in matters effeating rent 4ifficulties; that Conpresssmal lafusrdls
was alsoe very scbive at ths time in coenneclion with this jesgue. Jhe stoted
that Candidute has been associsnted with Loriem fouss wpetivitiss for a number
of vears and was nowenber of the teacher's gtaff and had chargs o the citizen-
ship clesses and did some very fine work in this comnection., She stated that
Candidate married ¥iss jarian Sanders, s descendant of the old Wentworilt fanmily
of Vew Hampshire: .ot Fra. Mareantonio ig ot nresent assistant &irector of the
Parles House ., She slated that Candidute iz an outetsnding firure, fearless,
honest and cannot be purchased; that he is very intellipgent, s hard worksr
and that she has often marvelled at his witality, &s he works ell hours of
the nieht and hard work seeng to be his recrestion. She stated he is & born
lLeader for good, a fins orator and one of the very few men she can rescoimend
so highly. She stated she considers bhim u very good luwyer and u Tighter and
at present Cendidete is handling & matter for her. agend inguired of Ira.

zzarl as to Candiduates views In connsetion witll the Eighiteenth Amenamfffg

-



Ke7.File No.?7-178 B/4/30 He G, JESLID f N

She rerlisd that she ¥mows how he feels about the Highteenth Amendnent but

thet she considered the uestion rather perconal. She finally stated, howsver,
that Candidate would take w plass of wine like all Itulimns, but that he is
not by sny mezns a drinker and has never in her ten Jears intiméte fouch

with him sesn him undsr the influsnee of llguor and she doss not belisve that
he would indulgs in whiskey. In connection with Candidate's ppinion converning
the Eighteenth Awmendment, she stated he is liberal likes m grest multitude of
other good Americans and feels that the Elghteenth dnmendmert I1s not workedble
and is the couse of & preat dsal of erims. Nrs. lagzerl stuted thet she was

8 confirmed dry until she found that the law was csusing & great desl of crime
and she parsopslly believes the Eighteenth lmenduisnt shouvld be nuwended and
that Cundidate fesla the sous way. She stated, however, ithat Candidets would
enforce the law 1o the lebter and has no hesitangy in recomwending him as sghe
helieves he woald be e valusble sddition 4o the office of the United States
dtdorney. Nra, laggerd ls & wery high class, educnted wopan end is & cousin
af tirs. Pinech, dirsctor of the Fineh Bekool for Girls, which Iz & high class
privates schooel for girls ol the wealihy cless.

Speedsl wgent . 1. Belnscke interviewed Judges Knox and Looleey of ths
e G, Bistrict Court fur the Suuthern Listriet of Jlew York and they both ade
viged thsl they do not Xnow Candidate,

Judge Lack of the same distriet was contacted by telephone theough his
secretary and he edvized thst he aid not know Cendidute. The remsinder of the
Judges in the Southern lisirict of Hew York were awsy on vecation snd for that
regzon could not ke lnterviewsd.
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Tith further reference to the
case entitled: VITO MARCANTONIO = Candidate
. for Appointment as Assistent U. S. Attorney,
' Southern Districet of Wew York, there is sttached
bereto for your informetion, a copy of the re~
port of Speciel Agont Hy Co Lewlie _dntevd. Anﬂna‘b

e

4. 1930, ot How Ycrk ﬂity, H.‘.T.L

Ir them are any additional 1nqu1rias

et '-".,0»," A

#% S pu,es.ce - .. which you desire to be made in this comneotion, t SO -
LT " shell be plessed to 4irest much mrthor “lovesti- ' - L .
' gation as you may raqueat. o '
" Very truly yours, :
Direotor.
Encl. #743200.

K - “ I-T'f M .
LY 'L/-ful%"o;, 1.
. K , . ..
ﬁ S AUGHZ 1930 - . | '4'-*
!Uh:.?: ‘“"cb"l W.DJ’“& - ‘s i o ".i- e "‘E"‘., é 'l-‘if;n- -
g ) R S T




T r
Y
! , IR i ;J;Jl : . :
ij_ J: an tunmtting' heru;t.h & sopy or & memo-" v
randun de. wa bem:y 1‘?, 1912.1, thich I han today
direct,e-.n to ths Attorney General concerning Congressman
Vito?_mantonio. ‘
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I wish to scknowledgs recoipb of your letter

. f -"”' e !our oourt-sy a.nd ‘.Lmorut. 111 bringing tbis R
SR AT 1nformtion to my stiention‘are indeed appreciated, . 7 el
et I - and you may be assured your letter will receive appro-— Lt
f priate consideration.

Sincerely yours,

- Joha” Edgar umer S Y PR
T -t~Diractor S R A :

cc Newark, with copies of incoming letter
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May 31, 194

Ma. Frankien D, ROOQGEVELT
¥agHiINGTON, D, C.

MY DEAR MR, PRESIDENT!

YEATERDAY AFTERNOON ABOUT FIVE Q'CLOCK | TUNED 1M ON AN N B C
ETATION AND HEARD THE MOET RADICAL GPEECH | EVER HEARD iN MY LEFE
AND IY WAS BY EOWME CONGRESSMAN FROWM NEW YORK AND HE TALKED LIKE AN

ITaLi AN,

ANY MANM WHO THINKS AND TALKS LIKE WE DID 1'S BOURD 7O BE A FIFTH
COLUMNIST AND | ®OPE YOU wiLl HAVE YHE G MEW YaAp MIS WIiRES AND

TRAVL HIW THENTY-FQUR
MOVE S0 YOU CAN PICK HIM UP,

RLGwMP

YOURS TRULY

HOURS & DAY AND BURELY HE wilLlL MAKE A FaLSE
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ) « e, Tolean

< DIRECTOR v e, B A Foamm

& . . . o wr. Stsxg

reuvial Burean of Juest. e .

- e

. . United States Departinent of Justicr / ' mr. gtevin

MWashington, B, . ..‘: m{—w -

(’ June 11, 1941 . oven

N #r, Carson

Mr. Forworih

Ly ' Wy Brayton

KRM 1 ELC - Guinn “W

MR GBfTEY \J

. e Wr. Harde
[ THin, Rewm
MEMORANDUM FOR T.if DI.LCTOR L e
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Ri.s CONGR SSMAN VITO KARCANTONLO

et P
£ . F Wise Bashim

Mr. Towcy

¥ . Miss Gandy
I thousht vou might be interested in having the follow-

& bRl (LA N i

byt + - O
eii o = -
ingz information concerning the above named Congressman,

!Jl
ol

hccording to information appearing in the Communist press,

Vito Warcantonic was a speakzr at the Fourth Congress of American
Writers, sponsored by theAeayue of American “riters, in New York
City, on June 6, 1%41. 1In his speech, Marcantonio referred to

the various individuals who have been persecuted by the state
officials of Oklahioma for membersnip in tihe Communist Party: He
referred to these individuals as "politiesl defendanls who are
being railroaded to prison by American Hitlerites for the 'crime!’
of ppssessing lzgal political books." Harcantonio furthr

pdcclafed-

vt . : s :
.. "Those who oppose Hitlerism in America are persecuted
‘ ;) ,.:’ me and i‘ramed up.
N (h ¥ ‘i "” The people who are persecuting the Communist Party and

AV . the Communists are using in America the samz vehicle in which
s {1’” !'J \,v\i Adolph flitler and Benito liussolini rode into power,

"I say there is no difference in the persecution of a
Thaslmann in Germany and the persecution of a Browder in the
United States.

"I go further and say it is the duty of every liberty-
loving American to fight for democracy on the bridgehead today.
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¥emorandum for the Dirsclor -

itk Hhes grashing of the constitational rights
of the Jommunist Party begins the offensive agalnst
the constitutional rights of all the rest of the people
of the Unlted states.!

This information was taken from the Sunday Wovker,
for June 3, 1941, page 3.

gﬁf' Fespuetinily,

P. E, Foxworth

:
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Writers Congress Scores War Brive.
Theodore Breiser Geis Peace Award

mening Rally Cheers
Mareantonio Talk;
Hold Rally Today 3

- ¥
i - By Shieldy

Some of the baldest and clearest
tacky mgainst the imperislist wa
@ helng made ab the Fourt

2 American Whritery whw
rned WItR B iy o 4500 peopi
Maphatian Center Priday nightt

Lnportant povellats, playweignes . !
3 pogia ere pulling no punches . |
st depuncistion ol the bukeh-

¢ for marksts that & now golng !

tn the name of "demewracy,” |
T Aty

ey feel, as D&ﬂ\hﬁiamm

weli put it in Bis Fridey mng :
that the warsmakers 5?*";

~ahy
bobo vk sl thist s good and frue |
. bonest dn Amerlesn Bie

DEFEND CULTURE

"oy fevvently agpreed, with {re
ngous  applatnse, when  Joh

ward<Lawsoti; noted plsywrigh

A URE Batng roght ibat:

“Writerg and arilsts recognls

w defenye of tulfure 28 in-
parablie Prom the defenze of
MOCTRET,

“Writers and  arfiety see thde
Iroax & protal trepie snd eore
gl gerambly for world markeis”
And the writers Mtlingly chose
i thefr climatic speaker. Friday
nt, the Congreskmen whe i3
gding the fight in Washinglon]
sunsl fmperizlist wer.

“FEOFLE'S POLITIOLANY

‘l'm nek an lnlelectual’ said
Eiprcanionte, &y goesl
aa&ier. '35 fuqz & piain peo-
‘wg poliieian from East Harlem.
weiteme the Belp of the writein
ndt axriista in the fAght”
darcantonis sald the prissnce of
many writers and artists on thy
Cket jines in this critiesl perl
s entoutaging  the ﬂmrkem
~iF glrugzies:
i fune with his remwrke. B group
‘&ritnm the next nooh 0ok pard

EE:.&: &turday muss

Lo . fo e e R

%

1

R

)] &E-HIE‘LL HA"[“ET’I‘

Jewizh “Day" @i 183 E. Broadiwey,
plokeung in frent of ithe slouck
The pickels were led by [nuald
QpdepeSrewart. pregiden® ol the
eagye for JAmeriean Writers, snd;

rha?w‘wngm subhor of “Mative

OiL e laagues viee president
v ART YOUNG PRESENT

Honored names {n the world 4f
Ca¥h ang lewlers gre taking pard ¥
Jhis broad campsign ggalnsy the
Pnem:ps of perace and cullure,

A__L“ Young. the famaus wrlish,

who Fisked prison i World War I
for his dofigues of the fmperiniials,
way not-strong enough to take the
piatform Fridey aight and make thy
speech e had intended.  Bul Ar
wiood up af e fropl of the hall fo
receive the hesrtlell greetings of
the audiznce,

Cne greetings breame 8 standing

chiering-ovation thal Insted several g

m \ut\eq

: Lireiser Was yrnble *n
some Bast ia; 5% Congress, bul e

aent i warm grtri. ns

N RN

€

k

whiich calied the Congress, had just

Memorial Award beoalse he

B e W

H«ﬁmg AW &mﬂ;_-—m
Mhe League of American Writecs.

fvers Deiser the Rundoiph .‘Boume

giviing for pesce fn the spl 1it ei
andelph  Bourne, the  brillfant
wit-war writer of IBIT

And Dreiser in his grestings o
ne Congresy said;

“Pecavse I have 5o fong and an

This is a clipping from

pars 3 m the

tESAR TURARER I (A w i g oY
Sl.al-,;a‘..l. lI PR ‘ 4}'&. fGT

Clippead at tha Sval

af Governmont
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and . goed friend, Truleinh
Bourne, 1 will be t!eh;hlcd 1o
recelve this iribule that beal‘s his
nawme, for li'is eonception of ihe
demogratic simplicity of Ameri-

cans, thelr love of peace and

progress, os well as his hope for
ghe weifare and peace of all liv-
ng things, makes me wish (o
possess (he memorial award ihat
hears the name of one who wrote
“and worked as he thovght {or the
L good of &1l sincerely and grate-
fuliy,”

! BCORES TRAITORS

nt, prestdent of the
‘;‘JD..‘.EEM“" ricap Artists, and A
ywell knewn writer himsell, scored
the wenpkiings and traltors who had
deserted the struggie for progress
and pence al the firs{ moment of
danger.

Marcanionto spoke as pre?-ldent
of the-dnigrlational Lubor Defepse
as well as a “people’s politician
from Edst Harlem.”

Ax president of the 1LD he cailled
ok the pveople before him o come

the aid of the Okiaboma politicai
" difendants who are being railroaded
t# prison by American Hilierites
for the “crme” of possessing legal
politicri books
 *Thime who oppore Eillerism
in Americe. are persecuted and
tramed up.’ said the Labor Con-
gressman,

; CITER BROWDER CASE

HThe caonla whe are worsssodd
The peopls porassnd

f

fng the Communist Parly and th
‘prmunists ate using In Amerle
he ssme vehicle in which Adelp
itler and Benito Museolinl rode
to power,” he declared.
“i say (here {z no difference in
tlie persccution of 8 Thaelmann
in Germanywimd—iha persecution

a) N e 2
sffectionately honored my greal | of 2

R
Browder in the United
Bintes. :

*I go furiher and say it iz the
duty of every liberty-loving Amer~
tcan to fight for detnocruy o8
the bridgehead today.

“With ihe ctoshing et the eon .
stitutional righis of the i
munist Party beging the offensive
arninst the constliutions] rights
of sl the res{ of the people of
the United  Sfates.”
Well-attended panel discussiols
were heid by ertists, fction writers,
radio writers, critics, labor journal-
wis and youhg writers at the Hotkl
Cnmmodore yesterday.

) id  discussed theprote-
tdrian literary renalssance that gule
minated in books like “Grapes of
Wrath” and/“Native Bon” at the
afternoon mc; Besslon, presided

over by ue I'gill;n
piligker talked on the

e
wnl=

Hegberd
Negru's cortributwn io ericas
cuiture, Edwlin  Pery Bur;um

spoke on “The Probiem OTMd-
ards in Literary Criticisin™ .0/
During the discussion, several
writers from the floor emphasiz
the pionesr work of the John Reqd
Clubs in the early 1930, 4u-pri-
paring the way for the Leaguei
Amnerican Wrilers and the Amerd
Writers Congrexs, :

.,
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HMEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT 70 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
HR. nkz;r_nm F- ﬁcﬂm
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I am transcd $ting herewith for your considerstion a
custodial detention dossier whicli~hes been prepared concern—
1ng Qc;nﬁme.annn Y4 roantonio of New York.

-.-.--—-—'
-a—.-—.—-_.-.-.-—--""

© In view of the special circumstances in this case,
I an trmanitting the dossier to you. rather then to the ' "
" Spectal Defense Unit and I should appreciate your wivice a8
- to whether & copy should ‘be furnished to thu Spedg Defense
Unit.

P
-
it

f"-..

L i
Very truly yours, LTy
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

(A« dml

Detention card relating to Vito Marcantonio. %

Representatives, Washington, D. C.
may desire to send coples of this card to Mr. Matthew F. ‘
¥cOuire, The Assistant to the Attorney General, in place of .
sending copies to Mr. L. M. C. Smith, Chief, Special Defense  _.1% & é

. o

Unit.

There is attached hereto for approval a Custodial

-y

seweral Burean of Inuestigazion
Mnited States Departnent of Justice
Washington, D, .
July 21, 1941

'f..u- ;
Y

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, P. E, FOXWORT

Wi, Tulaun \‘
M. B, &, Temnm
My, Claze
M7, Faxwacth
Mr. Yilavin
P
b, Lodd
e, Michels
[ES—
M. Regen
r——
Mr. Garpon
—err———.
Mr. BrEyion
——
My, Quine Tamm
S

Sir. Menden

Mr. Goifry
Mr Haibe

l

Tolo. Ream

ToMr Rawfr

() ‘F

N

P

M. hease

ME, Tency

Mlas Beshm
_—

Wive Kandy

!(u

The attached card is being submitted specially in
view of the subject's position as a member of the House of

It is believed that you

io
Respectfully, PR
.r‘:zq (klr‘ fk
’i !/‘c"m
R. P. Kramer - o R
Attachment\ /
V2 e e N
"‘Z‘f’m’tﬂi;‘ff 2}2{1( ¢ e
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Fedoral Burens of Investination

HUnited States Departuent of Fustice

TWhi

Washington, D. C.

Auguet 15, 1941

Director

Federal Buresu of Investigation

Washington, L. C.

ATTERTICH:

RE:

»

Yoar Bir:

. For the Bureau's informastion, please be advised that/
a check 6f the indices of the Washington Field Division rsfle

PIRSORAL 488

m. P« E& mmmm

BONGRESSUAN. VITO MARCANTONIO

INFORMATION €O

NCERNING

ington Commlties for Demecratic Actlon, and B

Nobilization.’

Yery truly yours,

T

. ey,

S, E. McKEE
Special Agent in Charge
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. Trom N
Wie Rasdy

R ———

iR

T S O . t

E ik —— O S——— - .
+ Brayten s | . 2 \

N ' e F i Cy 8
. Roien Ta ! ¢,
M e s .

. i \l\_‘v f"‘" .
. ;2/\ 5 1 Aok

HOOK THE ST jpe vy i A
‘ i

*
ERTsHAL
L] - \ _
. 5 . L . 'a r,.';._f" o .
. L . L. '« oo - 3 i B D e . v:-_.f ‘.’A’
£ l‘h“"“—-l At ¥ ‘ . i ’ ' e -
PERSONAL A COmSh s,
o Cvesll.¢ . MDMORANDUM FOR TRE ASSISTANT IO JRE ATTORKEY GRNEKAL, .
AR ;"'bt.‘f_'*..‘:';}";fw;. L Ml Ty ¥, MATTHE® F, MoCUIRE LTy aal L e
Reference iz made to my memorandum dated fuly 28,
1941, with which I forwarded a dossler concerning Congressmean
Yito Marcentonio of Kew York.
o The Tashincton Fleld Office of this Buresu has recently
sora o oo recsived informotlon indicating that the name of Conpresssan
4 U Yareantonlo is listed on the sctive indices of the Ratiomal
- Federation for Constitutional Iiberties, the Tashington Comnittes
for Democratic Action and the American Peace ¥obilizstion,
This infor=atien is being brought to your attention in
order thal you zay be fully advised concernin: the dats recelved
at this Bureau in comnection with the sctivities of Covermment
&ployﬂl. ‘ . . s
" B T A ' Y v.r’mlyrom.
John Kdgar Hoover
Director
W, Yolen
i, B A, Temm
oNr, Qlage . ..
Wr. Faawerth I ._\‘
i | : X L
Less * , ; .
By Sishele i f
v, Rassn
M. Sereen



Department of Fustice
$ffice of the Wsgigtant fo the Htlorney Genevsl
Waghington

August 7, 1941 ~ o .o

!

| L 7 .
s s i
/

MEMORANDJM FOR_HONORABLE J. FDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR, FLDERAL BURLAU OF INMVISTIGATION

This refers to your memorandum of July 28,

transmitting a custodial detention dossier concern-
ing Congressman(Vito“Marcantonlsn

e A, b T W

thet & copy of the dossier shoqig_ggi_hadfurnished
to the Special Defense Unit.

In response to your inquiry, you are sdvised ///

Pl Tl o RN S |

o PP S B B e, PO o (VR e ¥ . VTar &
Dt‘.l..“& o UCLlLlLell Ll \JUllgl'l#bbuldll dabidldily 4.0

not subject to intermnment ss an allen enemy in the event
.0f war.
stitute violations of a Federal criminal statute, the
matter can be considered at that time with a view to
possible prosecutive acticn.

¥

If he should commit any acts which would con-

While the dossier undoubtedly revesls some very

reprehensible statements on various occasicons on the

£ o1 —~Y - P
the Congressman, such statenents were made

1640, Title I of wuich makes the meking of certein sub-

r/?f;; part of
L prior to the passage of the Alien Registration &act of
\ 17

versive stetenents a crime.

“<%4L54£2u¥’};;, Sie G
Matthew F. McGuire

.

(;y/ The Assistant to the Attorney General.
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Feoeral Barean of fuurstinatian

Pnited Mates Depariment of Fastice
Philasdedphia, Pennogivania

September 27, 1041

@9&2?&1 Pureau of Investigation

{"i{
Ré: VITO HARCANTONIC
THVSSTIGATION OF Wianilidilt RIPLOTLIS
TIERNAL SDCURITY {LATCH ACT)

i Dear &ir:
: In compliarice with Durcaun Hulletin He. \s&, dated
A Angust €L, 1841, a review of the filsg of this office hay been
‘ made snd the fﬁllOW1Lb information coxcerﬂln' tﬁﬁ ) bd$ct is ¢
reflectod herasins— ¢ ;

Seeitine during October, 1840, a cunfidential informant
of the Dew York Fleld Pivision advised that the stbjsot was legal
adviser of the Hational Uaritime Unden and advised holding a mesting
Tor coasb-wige delsgales of this Cc{munmt-ganimtnd anicne  Lhis
;nfarmwtio~ was farrishad to the Tursan in a report by Spscial dpnent
We Re GRIFEIN, at dew York City, .-ued_:ebruury 18, 134l,

Infermation derived from a cireilar furhished this
effice indicated that the sublect was the principal speazer i
*hveaticth Century Challange to Our Lill of Rijghis & flow to illeet IM,
at Towvn lail, Fhiladelphia, Pa., on April 10, 1940, wiich meeting
s sponsored Ly the Committes for Feoplets Rights. & repert of =
the Pennoylvania iotor Fplice advised that sulbject was to have bean
the principal spsater on July 3, 1241 at Town Hall, Fhiladelphis, |
st a meciing of the Sevenih American Youth longress, but fer some
~eason, was unable to attend and subsequently, 4ld not speal.

Suls jeel iz suspocted of boing a membar of the Commwist Farty.

—y

Ue furthar invostigation is esontemplated by this office
unless advised Yo thoe contrary hy the Bureau.

R . s o

. j\#sey.y tryly vours, . -
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¥ L R
4 al Burran of Inurstio: S s teee
' nited States Departuient of Justice

New York, New York

shp Oarrne

GPD:1ED Decenber 24, 19414 cors \
e t.' i
|:_1r.| . i
Director t hq(nw
Federal bBureau of Investigation ‘ ‘xm-
wWashington, L. C. I ' .
o .
\\ . EE: VITO MARCANTOFIO .
\[; - INTERNAL SECURITY ‘
Dear Sir:
There is beiz- smitted bhereyith # photcstatic
copy of the report of Y who has not &3 yet been designated
as g confidential informant by this office, and alsco a photostatic

o
copy of the speech of the above named individual which was disirib- ‘ \‘-’

uted by pamphlet, reprinted by m%a;nerican Peace MNobilization
Novement which pamphlet was secured by Boyle.

One copy of these photostats is being maintsined in
the file of the New York office for information, and c¢ne copy of

these photostats is being placed in the New York file on”

% -
-,

e

Very truly yours, - i

PZQM

-~ Pl E. mlm
f _ * Assistant Di.rector
1?.'-& : !:5' 3
“R © - ) ! ; ‘;
L Bl L
- : ‘;
b RS
aa_ % +  Enclosures. ‘
AN ces  New York file 65—5521 (Encs )
FEN

\C(PIES DESTROYED ,;/
NN FILE

‘ li-t...l.nLI-H
St Q‘ 117
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Re: REPRESENTATIVL(VITO HARCRNTOPiy e, Trecy

Wiga Besnim

s Sandy
In a pamphlet styled "Should America Go To ar"
by Vite Marcantonio, he made the following statement:

"I believe that the war of 1939-1940 up to
June, 1941 was an Imperialist War."

Since June 22, 1941, liarcantonio stated that it
was no lenger an imperialist war but it was one "which is now
egsential to our national defense.!

1.t no time during my constant opposition

to the Imperialist Jar did I base my opposition
on reasons of pacifism. I have at all times slated
that if I had believed that the war then was a war
of defense, that if the war then was a war for
) J democracy, I would have voted not only for 16 billion
‘ or 65 billion, but I was ready not only to vote the
¥ entire Treasury of the United States for the prosscution
M of such a war, but also for active participation in
ﬂ'iﬂ such a war. Why has the character of the war changed?
‘ What are the reasons which lead me to believe that a
{a . }-"? A war which was predominantly imperialistic has become
: "I } / {l/ essentially a war of national defense for the peogple o

o 3 ! o
A@ ﬂ‘ y P\’ of the United States? .

A

"The first reason is one of geography. &
N look at the map will demonstrate that a conguered
. X I soviet Union would place a Hazl military bridgehead
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within rowhoat distance of our own Rerth-
western shores, Alzska. You cannoi gebt avay
from that., 3econdly, in the war of 1940 and
the early part of 1941, Hitler could not move
spainst the Western Hemdsphere. We waprs nok

in rmilitary danger as Hitler hed on his western
boundary a8 powerful, well armed Soviet Unlon.
The defense interests of the United States and
the Soviel Union were interdependent. The
existsnce of the Soviet Unlon depended on an un-
conguered United Stetes. The existence of the
Inited States depended on an wncgnugudred Jovied
Union. 4 Hitler conguest of elther madé s Hitler
conguest of the other almost a certaintyy

This speech was made on {ctober 16, 1941, &s is
shown in the New York Times ilndex.
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