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UNITED STATES &/ 'ERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : Ml'. Belmontoh‘i oaTe: April 5, 1965
. M—-—-—-v - ——— . .
: 1 - Mr, Sullivan
FROM . A._]itoﬁge_‘_n_&ﬁ * 1 - Mr, Belmont
. G 1 - Mr, Rosen
SURECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, 1 - Mr, Malley
VIOLA 1T TUZZO0, F"‘I‘ AT, - VICTIMS 1 - Mr, McGowan L
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr, Hines )

E =

Inspector Sullivan in Montgomery, Alabama, has advised
that the Grand Jury is considering instant case. Sullivan reported
at 4 p, m, Washington time that the informant had been on the stand

J since the lunch recess and was still testifying. He had been before
the Grand Jury approximately two hours at the time of the
conversation with Inspector Sullivan,

Sullivan advised that he personally had appeared before
the Grand Jury at the outset, He stated this Grand Jury had been

considered to be "a good Grand Jury" by the Departmental /
attorneys and the U. S, Attorney. He stated the Grand Jurors ;
were most noncommittal while he was in there and did very little /.

talking except r one juror who asked several questions, i -
- /
Sullivan advised that the corridors in the Federal ;
Building were very clear, There have been very few spectators /
gathering around the Courthouse, There are a number of wﬂ:nesses,
including several Agents from Birmingham who participated in the
arrests and searches as well as the FBI Laboratory examiner, yet
e L0 appearx before the Jury.,. .. .. .. .

ne___

Sullivan advised that he did not know how long the jurors
" would be questioning the informant, There had been no report from
the jury room as to the type of testimony or questions being asked by
members of the jury, They did not know whether there had been a
favorable or antagonistic reaction on the part of members of the
Grand Jury to the informant's testimony' regarding the Klan,

(G- 131
r 94 - 20500 1Y 7

Inspector Sullivan is closely followmg this matter and wﬂl
advise the Bureau of per tinent developments. D OAPR

j{ /}’4 N4 &ﬂ/
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o . ' _ . Date: 41/63 H '
" Transmit the following in !
. % PR S (Type in plainiext or .codcl. —:
Via . ARTEL . S ' }
S {Priority) B
T e b
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ATTENTIONT=2S8 kil
) i ‘\‘-._..-L) "EXHIBITS! . SECTION
") A " ROM: SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) (44~1245) Py ) :
i ,'i‘.-" ‘ : ——"
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL.; .
VIOLA GREGGLIUZZO, aka.; ET AL, - Y
VICTIMS - . O
CR - EL | Y oz
(OQ: Mobile)

and three points of interest that pertain to subjects' movements on 3/25/45.
Two blank maps and one large city map are also enclosed for the assistance of
[ §

« Aposter-type map should be drawn for an exhibit showing the map
e parade route and the points of interest as described above, :
E M 5661-. ' ) ’ .
~+ Also transmitted is a map of Highway 80 from the foot of Edmund Pettus
Bridge, Selma, to St. Jude's Complex, Montgonery, Alabama. This map contains
various landmarks and points of interest, including the crime scene and the camp
sites during the march to Montgomery. '
| ' o Brdtpivs
This map should be drawn on a posterSyPafIIBbil’ by the Cordivgraphiowmmus

o Socf;'an foe use as'an exhibit, "

REC. 99 - - /f

. It is requested that the above exhibits be prepqreﬂnd aezigéd, /

Alabama, by 4/5/65. N

| . 5\3@3‘ e énpa.g*ms

Aoy o g

Y ’Q—- Bureau (Encs,5) (AMSD) .

Z-Mokile £ o, cnsnd ue H4 S
e i Ja . II

=

!

Transmitted herewith is @ map of Montgomery showing the route of the mur7 /

ls at Monfgomery,
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SN X . ' : |
ATy . . : m _ _ f/ { My, Toleon____
) S C . v ) Mr. Belmont____
§ll/ . E Wg&aﬂm oF %’qj‘z&:#&m e Mr. Mohe.
. C e } _IBENI Mr. Dedrnon
w COMMUNICATIONS SECTiON 1 Mr

APR2 1965 K/ e ‘C'?'pi‘:‘:_‘*

QBFBI WASH DC Mr. .
e s : 'a Mr. -
.1 Mr. Ruw" '}’
’ o Mo i
FBI BI MGHAM . : R, on ﬁfl‘. lr--«l
: ¢ ro Teeoooes

125 'A,.' CST URGENT 4-2-65 GDM ~M (@13 Tele, Foo
v

LT

4 Migs Blina
Iliss Gandy

TZ DIRECTOR AND MOBILE-SELMA

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 1P -

-

EUGENE %m\s. ET aL. VIOLAQUZZO, AKA-VICTIM. LEROY JEROME
MOTON-VICTIM, CR-EL.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY ST. JOHN BARRETT ADVISED NINE P. M.
APRIL ONE, SIXTYFIVE THAT SUBPOENAS TO APPEAR BEFORE GRAND JURY,

MONTSOMERY, ALABAMA, MONDAY, APRIL FIFTH, HAVE BEEN PREPARED FOR' THE 0
Fou.onns INDIVIDUALS$

——— g-7c,B 74

THESE SUBPOENAS WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE U. S. MARSHAL TO BE

SERVED FRIDAY, APRIL SECOND. aé/(/._ 2 ¥t QL_..- /5/

SELMA ADVISED. ’(f(.l
e
END 6)»}!’« =1 APR 7 1965
WA HFL -~ =~ - -7° /( f '_%\r —_—
: )’\ N e
FBI VASH DC o8}
"o, 7.? -‘ | LRI M . .
ST : ',é/

Cafee ' /‘//-wz.;.

{7

. L
T JL.‘.-.,«’ oo

- R
% ;‘:-‘f‘.'?“ i -"{P’ L : ‘?4
¥ RS e L ___‘ e‘&g’ R oyt i g

"
ol
A



T RESEEES 0 R B
Mr. Mohr
SE Y of LUDED 1H.ETH . APRO - 4 M. bBoloache

‘Mr‘ Cneper

: . 1, Coilaban _—

Mr. Chnrad... ..

: ' L Mr. Fol._
FBI NE¥ YORK 5 : B __1%

! Mrl. qul YRR _
10=1 EST URGENT 4 5-65 HFR

T

e, Ta
M- 8
DIRECIOR, FBI ===19--- AND MOBILE/SELMA/  /44-12457 |™ie oo

e e

FROM NEW YORX  /44-1140/ - ss Gandy —

e o

EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL, VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO DASH VICTIM CR DASH EL{RM
‘~  REMOTEL, FOUR ONE SIXTYFIVE, REQUESTING ALL PHOTOS FROM UPI AND é

MOTORCADE AT MONTGOMERY ALA., MARCH

TVENTYONE LAST. / -
UPI HAS ONE PHOTO OF ONE CAR IN FRONT OF CAPITOL MONTGOMERY, /
SUBMITTED BY JERRY HUFF, NOV. ASSIGNED UPI, RALEIGH, N.C. TELEPHOTO

ONLY SENT UPI, -NYC, UITH NO ROGIINAL NEGATIVE INDICATING PHOTO NOT

| TAXEN BY HUFFJ U2TS NYG BEUﬁEESWZ‘E PICKED UP PHOTO FRON MEWSPAPER,
MONTGOMERY. T Tk L k|

f’
90 AP“lst.ﬁjE')) ' | 18 APR 7 1965 /& /
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RAGE IWO-~— < _'Q | ’
FIVE, Elsut BY 1... ENLARGEMENTS, WITH NEGA1 .£ PREPARED BY NYO

ARE BEING SENT SAC MOBILE/SELMA/ UNDER SEPARATE COVER.
AP. NYC HAS ONE STRIP OF FOUR SHOTS OF PREPARATIONS FOR MOTORCADE

raxsn BY SPENCER JONES, AP PHOTOGRAPHER, NOV ASSIGNED PITTSBURG'

| cuzcx VITH JONES APRIL SIX BY AP DISCLOSES THESE ONLY ARE

PHOTOS HE TOOK. AND HE WAS ONLY AP RHOTOGRAPHER ON DUTY MONTGOMERY.
FIVE EIGHT BY TEN ENLARGEMENTS WITH NEGATIVES ARE BEING

SUBMITTED SAC MOSILE /SELMA/ UNDER SEPARATE COVER.

END BJH
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Serial [S3 pullad from this file under court order of A
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.« National Archives. e
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UNITED STATES Gf c<RNMENT . o

. . Memorandum 1} - Belmont
Ny : 1 = Rosen
T : MR. TOLSON ‘ 1 - McGoygyn

SUBJECT:  UNKNOWN ECTS:
VIOLA-LIUZZO - VICTIM _
CIVIL RIGHTS -

McGovern advised thatlis Rttorney by the name of Hamphy

has called the Birmingham Office to state he is representing all of
Enﬂ SHDJBGIZS. murpny wvas IOLCI. 'I:nal; the SUDJGG¥S WOUJ.CI ﬁé ﬁfi“algneu
in the immediate future. AMcGovern said he was going to call
Inspector Sullivan in Selma in order to get the informant back to

{Birmingham as soon as possible in order that he might be arraigned.

At 2:00 p.m. SAC Ingram called from Birmingham to advise
that he thought there might be a problem in the arraignment of the
__three subjects without the fourth, namely, the informant. He said
& Klan attorney, Matt Murphy, has told the office he represents all
four men and will be present at the arraigmment. Ingram thinks
iquestions will be raised as to the whereabouts of the fourth man at
the arraignment and also there may be a question as to why the fourth
man (the informant) was not arraigned before the nearest Commissioner




BELMONT TO TOLSON | _
VIOLA ‘LIUZZO - VICTINK . ) S $

Mr. Ingram said Birmingham has been making absolutely no

comments to the press and I told him this was correct as the Preside;
had made a statement to the press.,

ey iy o e . e e am e e

PR PP
+

..-—.-.......".-.J....__,,..-—u-.-s

i %
. iy wy ‘ .A\
i RO msf: Sy

BT

T



R D avort e Bl
Cblf-‘!h‘sUN!CATlONS SECT:

g
ad]
MAR 271965 6
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FBI SELMA ALA S
Yoo . Tele. Room__.. ..

Mirs ¥ iraca.
,Mgkffg*r4_
i th g,

7

J

T

10:46°MCST URGENT 3-27-65 MFH
DIECTOR |

-

i
L3y sk

20Y WIL 4
. 3
GARY THOMASQ?OUE, JR.3 VIQLﬁIiAJ’ZO, AKA IRS3. AVThOI\YdLIUZéj if

O el
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PAGE TY0

RECONTACTS WILL 3Z MADE WITH THESE PEZQPLE, AND WHEM PHOTNSGRAPHS
OF SURJECTS ARE FURNISHED 3Y SIRMINGHAH, THEY YILL 28 EXAISITIo.
THIS INVESTIGATION WILL 3E CAREFULLY HANDLED IN ORDER T3 AVOID
COMPRO¥IZING SOURCE. |
VICTI® LEROY JEROXI ¥OTOM

MOTON HAS BEEM IN CUSTODY AS MATEZRIAL WITNESS SINCE NISHT
OF MARCH TWENTYFIVE LAST 3Y ARRANGEMENTS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIZS
ON THEZIR OWN 3ENALF, CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR GAM3LE, WHO HAS
PROSEZUTIVE RESPONSI3ILITY FOR MURDER CHARGES.
ADVISZD THAT HE TALKED TO MOTON THIS DATE CONCERNING HIS SECURITY.

%OTOM REQUESTED THAT HF 3E PERMITTED TO CONTINUE HI3 “03X AT
BROWM GHAPEL AREA IN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT DURING DAY TIME

: AND T0O STAY IN CALLAS COUNTY JAIL AT NIGHT WHERE HE wOULD Z2E

MORF SECURE. SANSLE INDICATED THAT THIS ARRANGEWMENT YAS

ASREEAZLE WITH HIM AND WOULD PIJ3ASLY 2E ADJPTED.
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PAGE TMREZ

, 1§?

1

REPORT nF INVESTIGATION IN MO3ILE DIVISION
A REPIRT REFLECTING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IM THIS MATTER

—

AT FO3ILE WILL 3E SUBHITTED WITHIN FIVE DAY _ARIEST UL,
RACIAL ACTIVITIES, SEL¥A, ALABAMA L WMw'tLa-

J. WILSON 3AKER, UIRECTOR 9F PUSLIC SAFZ Ty, SiLva, ADVIS“'D

|

THIS JATE THAT SVENTS HAVE TAKEN VERY PEACEFUL TURY IN SELVA,

" HE uas: RECEIVED NJ INDICATION THERE WILL 2E AKY ACTIVITY UNTIL ;

i

" END -PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

TUESCAY OR WEDNE3JAY. TENMPER OF NEGRJ LZADZIRS APPEARS FAVIRAZLL
AND SHERIFFrcLARK HAS PERMITTED ONLY PARADE IEQUEST YADE SINCE
LIUZZD INCIDENT, HE HAS LEARNED THAT REPRESENTATIVES JF NEWS
MEDIA WHQ_HAUE SEEN OPERATING IN SELMA ARE PULLIKNG 0OUT FOR

} cantov, MISSISSIPPI.

_ ——
END,
. SURALI TR L O O 4
WAy aeweliTL ) . ; "lg !S Wit
_FBI wégn s | R

_TU CLY

TE L -
PRt “ -
et i e s
., ;"-'. FENRYL FLY ARy e
"ﬁ'i“é s Jptan- c‘-"é‘:"r\'g O




“'""‘,__"':!"T"T“lf"" -
R R RS PR 1

e e i
- .

GENERAL mvxsmz;}wi?mmou

This concerns the muider .. a
civil rights worker by four Klan members
between Montgomery and Selma on
3-25-65.
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FROM

SUBJECT:

~ in the Civil Rights Section who was on duty handling the Alabama lh‘ ;

. ' I 3
T R - T 2 - ,,/

' a4AL G4, M. M0 P . al- __Z
UNITED STATES GC . ERNMENT o . bt
emom(zdum - - R ..._E
;m-. Belmongb\ ok pate: March 26, 1965 i
| 1 - Mr, Mohr | } ! ;1-'.1“

s : L | 1 - Mr. Deloach Tele. flovm
--.Ao ROSGII : 1 - Mr. Sullivan é’f g::;a_
1 - Mr, Belmont &» &n,@z

UNKNQWN SUBJECTS; "~ 1-Mr, Rosen V'
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 1 - Mr, Malley 1 Mr. Swanson

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr, McGowan 1 - Mr. Martind

The President called at approximately 1 a.m. this -, }oﬁ
morning to inquire concerning the shooting of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo

in Lowndes County, Alabama, SA Harold C, Swanson, a supervisor y

situation last night, advised the Presideut of the basic facts of the .\ i\"\f .°
killing and that upon receiving information that this crime had 7
occurred, the FBI immediately instituted a full investigation, v |
}’ r

The President called back at 1:16 a, m, to state that ;’ | / /%
the Bureau should do everything possible around the clock until I
we find the perpetrators of this heinous crime. He requested that by
ha be kept informed and that any significant news be brought to /
hia attention immediately. He alzo requegted that he be kept

informed of the progress of the investigation and requested that / }

| Deputy Attorney General Ramsey Clark be advised of the killing,

be brought to the Director's attention and he was assured that we

The President was advised that his observations would P/d A
_were already doing everything humanly possible to break this case

‘and that our entire facilities are fully committed to this end.

Immediately thereafter, Deputy Attorney General Ramsey
Clark was advised of the killing, He was informed that this was being
done at the request of the President and that we had already instituted

a full investigation, -~
ol &ep y 144 — X LE of
ACTION 6
b i 1965
/‘i’h.l.a is for information. N . 2 APR 8 '
‘ : ) ' ) ———— ——
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UNITED STAT' < © NMENT l

"

Memom,mwm | _
TO ur. mhon{U\}U‘ DATE:  March 26 R i T ;b%%
. «donr WA | F e —
FROM  : &, Rosen -t . DeLoach' ¢ Hotmes
' o ‘ . Sullivan i
Belmont

Rosen 1l - Mr, Hines
Malley 1 - Mr, Swanson
McGowan 1 - Mr, Martind:

Y
o~

SUBJECT: UNENOWN SUBJECTS;
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

P i b o ot i et
E5EEEER

oy
The memorandum prepared for the White House ané Attorne)
General this morning included only the facts concerning the shoot]
of Mrs, Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, at approximately 8 p.n.
yesterday, The autopsy report was also described, however, no
information was ivcluded concerning the following details,
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont
RE: ‘UNSUBS; VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIR

' Inspector Sullivan at Selma was immediately advised o

the above information and instructed to institute an all-out

investigation and to coordinate very closely with SAC Ingram and
Inspector McGovern at Birmingham,

ACTION:

This investigation is getting top priority handling,
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)‘_ UNITED STATES C  IRNMENT - !

y; ’
Memorandum |
To r- Mr Belment °  oate March 30, 1965
B ' 1 - Mr. Mohr
rrRoM - AL Ro “ j. _ 1 - Mr. DeLoach
SRR e 1 - Mr, Belmont
S @ : . 1~ Mr, Rosen
SUBJECT:  EUGENE THOMAS, ‘ »: 1 « Mr, Malley '
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 1 » Mr, McGowan N/
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 1 » Mr. Hines
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR.; : \.drf
VIOLA'LIUZZO - VICTIM o
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS "{# M?,\
According to Rowe, who isa ' member% astview -' /g

Wilkins are members of the Bessemer Klavern of the UKA, Bureau
files contain no additional information concerning Eaton, Bureau ~
files contain the following additional information concerning Thomas,
Wilkins and Rowe, Information in files being furnished to the Department,

Klavern of the United Klans of America (UKA), Thomas, Eaton and /fj'

EUGENE THOMAS:

On August 6, 1959, information was received that several
individuals participated in an automobile caravan at which time crosses
were burned in the Cahaba Heights section near Birmingham, Alabama, -

! Thomas was identified as one of the individuals who was wearing a white
hood a.nd robe.

At a meeting of the UKA held November 17, 1961, Thomas
S \ was elected as an Assistant Klokan Chief of the Bessemer, Alabama.,

-@vf*m REC 61 4;{ a??éa/—-lﬁ

‘ An informant advised that at a UKA' meeting held in
Fort Payne, Alabama, on 11/14/64, Thomas, Exalted Cyclops, Bessemes
Klavern, UKA, announced from the chair that he had received information
that a sp].inter Klan group in Jacksonville did not want the UKA tg hold a
¢ rauy—m Jacksonville and that if UKA did this and #*Robart Shelton)

@rm Wizard, spoke his li.te would be in da.ngeg. APR 8 1965
S

S On October 6, 1964, Thomas, in company.with Robert™
\5\ Shelton, Imperial Wiza.rd, UKA, was in attendance at the Alabama.
Sta.te Fair in Birmingham, Alabama, where the Klan had a booth,

es (5) ko 3~ 36 —GS %
| 77 APR a; (8) CONTINUED ~ Over ’
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.;

v o Aiter a regular meeting o:! the Bessemer Klavernon 3
August 14, 1964, one of the Klansmen mentioned that an FBI Agent
- had proposed that the Klan help themselves and the country by
assisting to solve the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing in
Birmingham, Thomas made the comment that he did not feel the
proposal was a bad idea,

On September 26, 1964, following a Klan rally, Thomas
and other Klansmen drove to the Flame Club, Fairfield, Alabama, to
investigate allegations that both Negro and white people were in
attendance at the club, At the club, they observed Negro and white
people mtermingling. They left the club and started hack to Bessemer
) e h1ghway where Thomas ma de 2 call to
' asking him {0 meat iom,

When they met, Thomas expla - what they had observed
and the necessity for the Klan's taking immediate action to stamp out
‘this "race mixing," asked what he would need and Thomas

explained that he would need dynamite, automatic weapons and hand

grenades. In about 25 minutes, Eretumed and gave Thomas one

Thompson submachine gun, eight sticks of dynamite and five or six

hand grenades, Thomas and the other Klangsmen returned to the

Bessemer Klavern where they were joined by approximately 35 other

Klansmen, They then drove to a park within two blocks of the Flame

Club where they parked, When police cars were observed in the area

of the Flame Club, the plan to bomb the club was abandoned, Plans were

Iater made to bomb the club on October 3, 1964, but were vetoed by

- | Robert Shelton, Imperial Wizard, UKA. Pertinent information concermng

——— this matter was furnished to local law enforcement agencies and :

appropriate military and Government agencies, In order to protect

| the identity of the informant, {JJJfas not mentioned in the dissemi~ g %
nation,

Thomas was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on 1/17/64,

Thomas denied any knowledge of the bombing of the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, He denied being a Klan member,
however, advised that he was personally acquainted with Robert Shelton,
He admitted being arrested in 1947, 1949, 1950 and 1957, He claimed
he had no knowledge of the use of explosives and would not know where
or how to buy dynamite and further stated he had never seen any -

. dynamite used, :
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. Memorandum to Mr. Belmont : .
‘RE'. EUGENE THOMAS, ET Al ;. . i

L On June 8, 1963, the UKA held a rally near Tuscﬂoosa,

Ala.ba.ma, with Robert Shelton presiding, Thomas was one of the
several persons arrested and charged with carrying concealed

weapons.

An informant furnished information on November 19,
1964, concerning acquisition of weapons by Klansmen, The iniormant
advised that Thomas had acquired the following weapons: a , 38 caliber
pistol, a .45 caliber pistol, an automatic shotgun, three 303 Enfield
rifles, a 30-30 Winchester rifle, hand grenades, blasting caps, two
M-=-1 rifles, a Browning automatic rifle, a Japanese rifle and a German
automatic pistol, Thi®information was disseminated locallto the
Alcohol, Tobacco and Tax Division of the Treasury Department, Bureau
of Customs and Secret Service, This information was disseminated at the
Bureau to the Army, Secret Service and the Internal Securiy and the
Civil Rights Divisionsof the Department,

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS: _

On 3/ 11/ 64, Wilkins was arrested by Hueytown, Alabama,
Police Department and charged with "driving while drunk,” "A revolver
was observed under Wilkins® feet and the car was searched, A sawed~
off shotgun, a small baseball bat, a slingshot, a Kloran and a Klan robe

~ were located in the car, The Kloran is the booklet setting forth the

ritual of the Klan, Wilkins denied Klan membership and declined to

o discuas Klan matters,

D T T

Wilkins was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on 3/11/ 64,

. m‘lHnn ahinﬂ hn was nak a mnm‘-\n n-f ane Wlan nmninaiﬂlnu onr‘ Aaniad
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knowing any prominent members oi the Bessemer Klavern., He stated
he attended a Klan rally on 5/11/63, and had left meeting at its close
and gone home, Wilkins denied ovning the Klan robe that was found in
his automobile but admitted owning the shotgun, He stated he felt he
needed the gun to protect himself against Negroes,

In May, 1964, the Chief of Police, Hueytown, A.labama,
a.dvised that he had been contacted by a Klansman in attempts to recover.

the Kloran and Klan robe found in Wilkins® car, The chief stated that

although there was nothing specifically stated by this person as to Wilkins

membership in the Klan, there were statements made which left no '
doubt in his mind that Wilkins was a member of the Klan,




.. Memorandum to Mr, Belmont ; e
;. RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, | - s |

o
3

- GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.: | ' b

o

FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS: -

Thomas* FBI Identification Record reflects he was first
arrested in 1945 on the charge of "drunk," He has five subsequent
arrests for assault and battery, reckless driving and carrying concealed

- weapon,

B e R T

Faton's FBI Identification Record reflects he was arrested
on 4/22/54, by the Alcohol Tobacco and Tax Division, Treasury

" Department, Birmingham, Alabama, for "VPL" distilling (probably
violation of prohibition laws), He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to
two years, suspended and placed on probation for two years,

Wilkins®' FBI Identification Record indicates he was
arrested in 1961 for "MP of P (probably malicious destruction of
. property); was arrested in March, 1964, under the National Firearms
. Act for possession of a sawed~off shotgun and arrested in December,
* 1964, for "AIM" (probably assault with intent to maim), For violation
of the National Firearms Act, he was sentenced to one year and one
day which sentence was suspended and he was placal on one-year
probation,
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.. Memorandum to Mr, Belmont :
e RE. EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL., l
i .

-

ey —

B7A4
The Identification Records of Thomas, Eaton, Wilkins
and Rowe are attached,

ACTION:

Attached for your approval is a letter to the Department
enclosing a letterhead memorandum incorporating information in
Bureau files along with Identification Records of Thomas, Eaton, Wilkins
and Rowe,

The dispositions of the arrests are being obtained.

Due to the exiremely sensitive position of the informant,
[ it is not felt desirable to furnish information to the Department in

writing concerning his status, The Acting Assistant Attorney General
will be orally advised of Rowe's informant status,

L
.
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The following FBI record, NUMBER

e W T T SRR R R TR s

]

S 009 634

< JDERAL- BUREAU OF lNVi‘.STlGK'IQl
WASHINGTON, DC., 20807

T

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL'

Mcw-

iree o

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGLRPRINTS

MAME AND MU BER

s« by — = =

—

Police Depﬁrtment,

Alameda
California

Sheriff's Office .
Birmingham
Alabama

Shariff's Office
Birmingham
Alabana

Police Department,
Bessemer |
Alabama

Sheriff*s Office
Birmingham
Alabama,

Sheriff's Office
Tuacaloosa
Alabanma

AR o 7 g

P e B e, e

Eugene Thomas
#4463-D-6

BEugene Thomas
#46253

Eugene Thomas
#46253

Eugene Thomas
#11295

-

Eugene Thomas
#46253

Eugene Thomas
#2269 '

Yy

| i

ARREITED OW
RECEIVED

January |
17’ 1945!

Novenmber
12y 1947

March 5.‘
1949

| May 27,
1950

- 2 &

R

CHARGE

drunk and 3172
Penal Code

assault and
battery

reckless
driving and
publie drunk

assault and
battery and
discharging
firearms in
city limits

assault and
battery
(Bessemer)

carrying
concealesd
weapon

" highway
intoxication

50 )| 57

DF"TM

x

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerpr
contributors. Where final disposition ia not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, co

:municate with

o -q'(.:.‘{'“' ‘.?-

ncy centributing those fingerprints. ]
Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FEI files but are listad only as inve:
gative leads as being possibly identical w4

record.
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Ty il 'o . CUEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA{ PN
b S0~ 4 :
SR S PN WASHINGTON, D.C., 20531
T - f YRR ST g . w \ . .

: - -3~ ‘,,",f,-;._‘w . Y L T . p Director
" The following FBI record, NUMBER 3 009634 | is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL}

All descriptive factors (if any) furnished by you match _- : i
thoee in our ;dent.ification 1le unless herein quoted. _ !
~ DESCRIPTION AND RELATED DATA:
| Race:  White
Sex: Male
Height: & feeot
Weight: 170 pounds
Halrs: Black )
Eyes: Blue
Date and Place of Birth: March 2, 1923 Jefferson County Alabama
Scars & Marks: unknown -

Address: 1519 12 Avenue, Bessemer Alabama in 1963

a .

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fi:gorpr
contributors. Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, co
- municats with ney contributing those fingerprints.

# -+ Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as inves
&". gative laads as being possibly identical with subject of this record. . e e
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STt o o ;UNI’!F“? STATES DEPARTMENT O TICE‘.
St e T EDERALBUREAUOP[N‘VL‘STIGA N
R I IR g’ ~ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20831
y o . e
1-BUREAU - - - o
. The following FB! record, NUMBER 5 009 634 » is furnished FOR OFFICIAL US E:ONLY.
OIS O e cmanc qerosrions
. ..“ - > . . ) -i
i FLASH BY BUREAU: Eugenp Thomas, also
known as, Genp Thomas If any informatioh
or inquiry received notify Bureau Fleld
Division Birm11nghn their file #157-569 /? ‘
per in!omatina received June 1, 1964. | ;,
THIS 'rici'auuuw NOF. BR” DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI

: Information shown on this ldentification Record represants data furnished FBl by fingerprini
. contributors. Where final disposition is not lhown or !uxthu explanation of chn.rg. in desired, come

. maunicate with contributing those fingerprints. '
:‘;.; .+ Notations in ated h'y * are N(?'l' !:oue onLﬁnqorPrinb in FBI files but are listed only as investi-

g‘cﬂ“ l.udl ﬂ.l m pml, IGIM Wlm I'I.I.D)-':l OL LS munl.. ' “m“.m. 1968 0— W7ol




The following FBI record, NUMBER NOD® assigned

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTK.
WISHINO‘I'\')N D.C. 20537 /

Nl Rad i & “ulf el

_ITION

T

, is furnished .POR OPFICIQL USE O

. mmor MAME AND MUMBEN i iRy CHARGE !_mrnt
= - §
Alcohol and William Orville [April "VPL" - |October 8
Tobacco Tax Eaton 22, 1954 distlliing pleaded g
Division #Ala K-10569 sentenced
Birmingham STATE years sus
Alzbama probation

years
- o T R P o -

since neither ﬁrigeruri"*! nor an

identifying nusmbge which is indexe

in our filcs accampanicd your fosu
o FB) cannot gungmee in any mana
- , _, that this materpl concorms the
e . l/)’ Lf, 9 3 é 0 / | > 6 individual la you are Interes
: I —

gcﬂn leads as bdnq possibly identical w;th subject of this record.

. Information shown on this Identification Record represenis data furnished FBI by fingsrp
contnbulou. Whaere final disposition is not shown o

uplnnqlion of chuxqo is desired, cc
‘municate with ncy contributing lhw%
Notationa indicated by * are NOT gerprints in FBI files but are listed only as invae
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T T R AL RUREAY OF rasTIop—daN STICE
AR . ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG’ N
'.,.,—." - r“-.,_!..;;.,-{;,‘ _'\.;;ﬂjf“lx;j' ‘, Wmmcm D.C., 20537

Th. io!lowinq FBI record, NUMBER none agsigned , is furnished FOR OHICIM USE ONLY

‘.it

All descriptive factors (11‘ any) furnished by you match : o i
those in our identification file unless herein quoted. o0

DESCRIPJ.'ION AND RELATED DATA: _
Race: Whito |
Sex: Male
'Helght: 3 feet 7} inches
Weig_ht:. 150 pounds

(1]
-

Hair: brown
Eyes: blue

Date a.nd Place of Birth: April 12, 1923 Limestone County, Alabama

Scars & Marks: Unknown

Address: Acmar, Alabama in 1954

e el o I L - . W Iagn e A ol M R g ATA ey T e

Alias: W, O, Eaton

Fingerprint Classification: Sinca neither fingesprints 1o

od
SR el e e o e,
' I 33 ¥ o1 in cur fies CCOMPENCE 5o -
o Bl cannal guarsaioe In sy manner

material concerns e
idua n whom you e areied

[T

atm @

Information shown on this Idontificuhon Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint

contributors. Whaere final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desi

municate with ncy contributing those fingerprints.
Notations indicated by * are NOT based on ﬁna.rbnnh in FBI files but are ]

gqﬁn leads as boing pouihly idontica.l mlh -ubjoct oi this record.
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S .r7.7 1. UNITT) STATES DEPARTMENT STICE
e~ = __5" “, e ‘DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA)X"N
A TSRl e WASHINGTON, D.C. 20837 f
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The following FBI record, NUMBER

3t

933 070 D

9 ST

s is furnished FOR OFPICIAL,USE ONLY.
cEnears” HAME AND MM BER el bR cHAmGE %M‘rl@n
Police Department|Collie Leroy May 15, | 1. petty 1. $30.00 °
Fairflela, wWilkins Jr. 1560 larceny é. 180 days
Alabana #9501 2, destroying suspended
private sentence
property
Sheriff's Office |[Collie Leroy August ""MD lo! P
Birmingham, Wilkins 29, 1961} (Bess)"
Alabana #100830
United States écllie lee Roy | March 26 United 2 years
Harshal Wilkins Jr. 11, 1964 States Code probation
Birmingham, #02005 5851 possgession
Alabama of sawed off
. shotgun
Alcohol and Collie Leroy March National pleaded guilt
Tobacco Tax Wilkins Jr. 11, 19G4| Firearms Act suspended
Division #AN~-13 778 NFA (possession of |sentence 1 ye¢
Birmingham, . sawed off " tand 1 day
Alabana N shotgun) placed on 1
_ --j year probatlc
Sheriff's Office |Collie L. November violation
Birminghasm, Yilkins 7, 1964 | Firearms Act
Alabama #100830 assault and
battery " @Bess)™
Sheriff's Office. |Collie L. ._ .. |December| "AIK (Bess)" -
Birmingham, Wilkins . 3, 1964
Alabamna #100830
YR Y
.- ‘m‘ @c {
.r‘

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint
contributors. Whaere tinal dispesition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, com-

municate with agency contributing those ancrp:int-.

Ak 8t e e 3 Bl d e B mee ATV Ll e B2 e v anf o B B20nc bnad e 12 cbad mcnlor wm eeah bl
Notations indicalsd SY ~ GIeé BNl BGsea On sulg-lrunu in s l-ll MeR DUl GI§ 10 OTuy OGS investi-

gative leads as being posaibly identical with mhjoct ot this record.
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e . RVITYY WA ALa) LJLLDIAIN LAVICMN 4 UL UDALLE W v
- ' ERAL BUREAU OF 1wrsnca-pq : y

Peb oy 8 - WASHINGTON, D.C. 208%7
S, ‘~ B - ._, .:-: . . | . i
2 o R - Dimu'.
The following FBI record, NUMBER 933 070 D’ . ta furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
el bl og NAME AND NUMBER At CHARGR

L]

B L rd‘g

FLASH: Collie Lbroy Wilklns Jr. If arrestéd
prior to Novembeyr 13, 1968 Notify Probatioh
Division AdninisEratlvo ngice of the United
States Courts Waghington 235, District of

Columbia informakion recelved Birmingham,
Alabama.

H
4

I

S o < £ S S ey S e By T S TR it i

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FRI hy fingerprint
contributors. Where final duposxhon is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, com~
municate with ugincy contributing those fingerprints.

n

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in I'BI files but are listed only as investi-
gctiv- leads ub?im possibly idonticnl mth subject of this record. 6 coveanment sesaming armce : 1968 o—eor—s0e




- . T % o w Y Tarete S ot A LA LA Al AR N A ATRAMY A I iad & AN
ar T m:mu. BUREAU Or INVESTIGAL DN .
- '- e WABHINQTO!I D.C.,

The following FBI record, NUMBER 938 070 D . is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE O}

All descrlnt.ive factors (if anv) furnisched t_.

N e F s =

[
those in our identificatien f1lc unless

o
H- L1
a3

R Vg

DESCRI?I’I_ON AND RELATED DATA:
. Race: ' White

Sexr ~ Male

Heigﬁt:, 692 inches
Weight: ;60 pounds J
Uair: érovn

Eyes; Brown

Date and Place of Birtnh: July 28, 1943 Jefferson County, Alabama

Scars & Marks: .Unknown .

kl

.
-

Address: 4005.40 Way Fairfield, Alabama in 1964

e A S ettt o+ e e Ao e 2 et e e A @ n oo =

Ocqupation: United Freight Lines Birmingham

Infarmation shown on this 'deniification Recora represenis daid furnished FBI by nnq-rp
contributors. Where final duposztion is not shown or further uplanql:ion of charge is desired, cc
- municate with ncy contributing those fingerprints.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as inve
quﬂn lsads as bdnq pomhly xdanhcul mth tubjoct of this record, ‘
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(Type in plain text or code)
AIRMAIL

l‘. Roomeo .
Miss Holmes_

. DIRECTOR, FBI
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236)

LN [
EUGENE THOMAS: ET AL

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka;
LEROY JEROMEB uomn - YICTIMS
CR - EL

matter,

disselimt:lon until
r'a :

j*, '\,W.,UicE MJ}’

3 Bureau (enc- )(AJISD)
. 1.>~2 ¥obile - Iontzonerv (onc-S)
2 Birninghan

o e 1 e = e

Transmitted herewith for the assistance of the Bureau
are five cOpies of B:l.rminghan report dated 4/5/65 in captioned

In order to expedite handling, copies designated for
Mobile have been sent directly to the Montgomery Resident Agenc

The Birmingham Division, even though it has designatqdl
copies for the USA, Birminghan and USA, Montgomery, is _not makipg
J:uthorization has been received,

!
L
{ . Trotter
|
1
I

Miss Gandy

& -
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.. Special Agent in Charge
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~  Adrtel : _ ' N '

Tos _ SACs, Birmingham (44-1238)

Mobile
oy |
Fromt  Director, FBI (44-29601)-—157

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL;

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKAj
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS

-

ReBHairtel 4/3/65 enclosing rcport of ASAC Robert G.
Jensen dated 4/3/63.

' Promptly disseminate above report to appropriate
Departmental Attorney at Montgomery and USA's Birmingham

and ¥ontgomery. ..
A
S JWh/ras .- i
P (6) e .
N _NOTEz; —We have already received, reviewed and disseminated
v ! reports from Mobile and Montgomery setting forth the

” bulk 8f our-investigation concerning the shooting of
. Mrs, Vieola Liuzzo, Lowndes County, Alabama, 3/25/65 and the arrest
eboiir. 02 subjects.. Report of ASAC Jensen dated 4/5/65 has been reviewed
and it contains only negative interviews with persons who were
reportedly in several bars and restaurants in Birmingham on the
night of 3/25/65 to determine 4f they saw any of subjects. None
of the persons recalled having seen subjects.
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Mr,J.Edgar Hoover ' L[?ﬂ,
Dept.Cf Juatice VAR
Washington,D+Ce “ ‘ Tele. |
. B . ' ¢ ' Mi i
Dear krsdoover: . % uﬁié

yThe purpose of this letter 1s %o check with you if you have —_
Jooked into the matter whioch ia oo %he minds of many people —
who I have talked to, that ia-"what was the purgoae of &

wife of a Teamster racketasr doing in Alabama" I was a lsam~

ster in Rochester,N.Y. while going to sohool at night and I

xnow £irst heod what they are. This man muat be a Pizoa of.

Jiomy Hoffa and you probabdly have a long file on him.

' This 18 not a publicity siunt Mr.Hoover and your repiy will
not be shown to a single person; I have %oo much respect foxr

_____ > aw GG 11\"‘!1'11-

you and the Jjob you have done IoT © 3

1o

2very person who talked %o me about this ploture haa asald,™she}
certalinly must be some kind of nut to leave ber children to
ran off on euch a wild goase chasa®.

. question whea he had you by his side and said,"Mrea lLiuzzo iwent
! : to Alabams to serve the struggle for Justice": The America
people look at your plcture ard seeJUSTICS. 1 belisve they E ¥

\

It‘ is 'my contention,sir that lr.Johoaon opensd the door tq(\ihi

expect to get the other side of the ture froam you

i k il U '
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WESIDENT WARNS CRANSMEN TO GET OWVT

Johnson Declares Wc
W KKK After Killin

- .:.'-' .4 -

On

I FBI Arrest

4 Alabaman
Wallace'Sorry

Editoridd, 12.A.
Timen Wire Servics

WASHINGTON ~ An sroused
and grim President Johnson de-
clared war om the Ku Klux
Klan yesterday, cailing it "“a
hooded society of bigots™ dis
ioyal to the United States.

He said he will ask new laws
to curb what he described as
the Klan's *‘vicious work,” sug-
Rested Congress investigate It
activities and warned Kiansmen
to quit and “return to a decent
society — helore it is too late.™

THE PRESIDENTIAL denin-
ciation was coupled with his dis-

closure that the FBI had Justi - — =

arrested four Alabama kians-

men in connection with Thurs-!

day night's murder of a white’

. woman civil rights worker near
eshoro, Als,

Speaking oa nationwide tele-L
vision and radio with FBI Di-
rector J. Edgar Hoover at his
side, Johnson said, “1 cannot
express myself too strongly is
praising'’ Hoover and his men
‘Ior swift action alter the sia

ing of Mrs. Viola Gregg Li
kﬂ-yeu-old mother
five, .

e S

LS

OF THE KILLING of Mrs
Liwzzo as she drove along High
4y 80 on the route of the Sel
a-Montgomery civil Tights
Johnson said:

“Mrs, Liuxzp went fo Als
bama o serve the struggle for
justice. She was murdered by
the enemies of justice, who for
decades have used the rope and
the gun, the tar and the feath-
ers to terrorize their neighbors

“They sthwk at night, a=

they generally do, for their
poses can hot stand the light
of day.”

OF KU KLUX KLANSMEN,

- he said, “My father fought them

many long years ago in Texas
and I have fought them all my
ife because I helieve them to
reaten the peace of every
mmunity where they exist 1
fhall continue to fight them f{

Fi, o L ey 3

LBJ And Hoover: "I'll Fight Them All My Life'

Bt

. Wallace: ‘Still Safer Than N.Y. S.Euau'-f
Yy - 3860/ |0
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_ ANTHONY, 18 SALLY, ¢ PENNY, 18 TOMMY, i$
« oo In Dotrait, four childres weep for their shain mother. . _  _

EUGENE THOMAS WILLIAM EATON _ CULLIE WILKINS
s« In Birmingham, three suspects are brought before Judge lor arraignment.

‘WhaTT({nd )
Of People
Are They?’

Times Wire cen

DETROIT — “There were
25.000 people down thers and
she had to be the one. She had
to be the one. My God, it's m»
believable.”

Those were the’ anguished
words of Anthony J. Liuzzo, 51,
minutes alter he learned his
wife Viola, 39 had been shot to
death while driving back to Sel
ma, Ala., from Thursday’s ra-
cial demonstration in Montgom»
ery.

Liuzzo, 2 big husky Teama.
ster officlal wept openly and
cried:

“The dicty rats, the dirty
rats. What kind of people are
living down here? What kind
of people can they be?”

Liuzzo later got 2 call from
President Johnson. Liuzzo said

-the President agreed with him

that the slain woman *‘did oot
die in vain,”

“BFING AN Italian and &
member of the Teamsters Un-
ion,” Liuzzg lold the President,
“T know what it is to be pushed
around and kicked around.”

Liuzzo said the President exe
pressed sympathy on the part
of Mrs. Johnson and himself,
and them agreed when Liuzo
said: “I don't think she died In
vml. .

A husky man, Liuzzo had
blinked back tears a short time
earlier and declared:

“They should put a 90-fook
{ence around the state of Als-
bama and let thosa segregations
ists live with themseives, They
don't deserver to live with hue
man beings.”

MRS, LIUZZO, A white Roe
man Catholic mother of five,
had gone to Seima to ‘join the
march becauss ‘“‘thefs are too
many people who stand
around talking” al what Ne-
groes contend are ifically

(Please see MY, Pago7-4)




Rﬂ'r“ - - April 6, 1968 ’

6/‘/ aglad/ o/

ellas Park, Florida

S

. Deur Y

Your letter of March 29th, with

I
WOOY IKIQV34-0,23y
J HI68 & 4 wey

enclosures, was received in Mr, Hoover's absence.
- You may be certain your communication will be
brought to his attention upon his return.

Sincerely yours, -

MALLSD &
APR 6 ~1365 Helen W. Gandy
4, COMMFRR Secretary

BENEN

QEE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Butiles. [
also not identifiable in Bufles. Due to the
- conlroversial nalure of the letter and the allegations made against.

. v»"Mrs, Liuzzo, a letter over Miss Gandy's signature is being gent 3 2C.
»  Father than one over the Director's signature. W
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UNITED STATES G..VERNMENT °
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Memorandum
TO 'f.ig?, i. c. Sullivg; o DATE: 4~2-65

~ Mr, ¥. J, Baumgardoe
0 - . - ) r
SURJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, o o
WILLIAM ORVJLLE EATON,
GARY THGMAS"ROWE, JR,, | |
COLLIE LEROY*WILKINS, JR.; é
- VIOLATLIUZZO - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS (:

_ At approximately 5 p.m,, 4-2-65, SAC Ingram of our :
_~# Birmingham Office called and stated that he had just been told in
- connection with the captioned case, Deparimepta attorney 3 waptod

= O 1) = L] +

y [ .
3 . Mr, Thy : Jeparimental atitorneys saild these four
individuals have been subpoenaed to appear before a grand jury in
the captioned case and that they need the information in our files
.' tomorrow morning. Ingram said this poses a tremendous taf for his
office and that he wanted to know whether he should work his peopl
'all night in order to get this information ready. He thought the
request was unreasonable inasmuch as the Departmental attorneys
knew they were subpoenaing these people and should have given the.
Birmingham Office more notice, - - B87¢
e = )
te After checking with Mr. Belmont, I told Ingram to to
ahead and get the information ready if he could and to get it to
the Departmental attorneys at Montgomery tomorrow morning, it
- possible, I told him he should send the summaries into the Burea:
.. 8 that wae would be aware of what he had furnished to the Departme
attorneys. I advised him he could not possibly get the informatic
to them if he first sent it into the Bureau and that in this inst:
it would be alright to send it directly to the attorneys at Montgc
but that the summaries should be carefully prepared so as not to
reveal any of our informants nor should they include any administ:
tive information. B ‘

11 =T+

hei.og

ACTION: . 4y ~ 28601

. ' The above is for your inrormat1$n.
\ g [

JB:chs a’;_/ \P i
Iy (5-) B .15: h’f

L y '“.{ftiﬂt}; B .V\ { -
ssafmimn & ()

~ 1 = ¥r, Rosen
1 = Mr, Baumgardner
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- UNITED STATES GUVERNMENT - ' ' :
A > ; . , ?t;i;:if
anper
Memorandum | R —
: ’ ’ ’ ' - Feit
; : .- . - Gale
T™O - Ilr. Belmonﬂ““ pATe: April 5, 1963 =} Nedq
. g ) ‘ : Tanal?
F o 1 - Mr. Belmont ot —
FROM :A, \ 1 - Mr. Rosen Holees
- Cjﬂ 1 = Mr, Malley Gaudy
. 1 = Mr, lMcGowan ‘
susjecT: EUGENE THOMAS, 1 - Mr., Hines
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, , z
GARY THOMAS ROVE, JR., _ b
COLLIE. LEROY- WILKINS JR.; JE 7
VIOLA-LIUZZO - VIGTIH Y0
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 7,
,7/ " This case involves the shooting of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo

'~ in Lowndes County, Alabama, on the night of 3/25/65. Four
subjects have been arrested and charged with violation of
Title 18, Section 241, (conspiracy to injure and intimidate
persons in the exercise of their rights under the Constitution |
and laws of the U, 8.) in connection with this shooting. The 1
initial reports of the Mobile and Birmingham Divisions were /
received at the Bureau 3/30/65. They have been reviewed and
disseminated to the appropriate U, 3. Attorneys and to the

' Department., The Bureau is now in receipt of two subsequent 'e-

- - ~ - -~ . - oo r 4 r Vi
reports of the Mobile Division dated 4/1/65 and 4/3/65 and

two’' reports from the Detroit Division dated 3/31/65 and 4/1/65.
These reports have been reviewed by an appropriate Bureau
supervisor and are being disseminated
_ b 19/ f — A8601- [l A
: The Mobile report of 4/1/65 sefﬂ‘fof%h detailed
information regarding Mrs. Liuzzo's background and her arrest
in Detroit on charges of failing to send her children to
school. She was fined $50 and placed on one-year's probation

_____ nlané the sentencing judge was of opinion she was a professicna

crusader and was insisted upon heinz
convicted,

p.o?s ST AT POE——
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Memorandum to Hr, Belmont
RE: EUGENE THOMAS,

B 74

- The Detroit reports of 3/31/65 and 4/1/65 furnish

additional details regarding Liuzzo's background indicating

'that she was emotionally and possibly mentally unstable and
was recelving psychiatric treatment,

ACTION'

L T

The Mobile Office has been instructed to disseminate
copies of these reports immediately to the U, S. Attorneys
- at Birmingham and Mobile and to the Departmental Attorney
handling this case in Montgomery, Alabama, Copies of each
have also beenfurnished to the Civil Rights Division of the
Department.

oo,

R
\
.
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My
. R . . ' Mr.
if.’ ;' ~. : g . ) Me d
' u%ﬁf?'f_-" L o , ' ( 3:;|
EES T D S . - ) L : . Me. c
: Mr- :
FBY SELMA- ALA - . - o & __
) ‘ ) ‘ . A 1 Mr. TM ‘
k H e, Toot o, :--
’ ) ' ' . § Tele. l_"i‘r:m _l
fﬁ:dAP CST URGENT 4-5-65 MFH ) f,,;.,.,,;,‘ _
To PIRECTOR | M
FROM MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) B L A
A 2
mesuz@uoms; ET AL; VIOLA G‘REGG{IUZZO, _AKA; LEROY JEROME: . /7
0 G RNy o T LN -
MOTON DASH VICTIMS. —CRDASH—EL ﬂ
A

GRAND JURY CONVENED AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, NINE AM, APRIL

|
FIVE INSTANT, ALL 'GOVERNMENT WITNESSES SCHEDULED EXCEPT SAS LA'JRENCE

- JABaRATOR
GETTINGS, ED‘JARD LEAHEY AND &A® EXAMINER MARION WILLIAMS WERE HEARD. -' ;
Ly

THE BIRMINGHAM SOURCE APPEARED FOR THREE AND ONE HALE, HOURS. NO /
-3
TROUBLE EXPERIENCED. ’ | iy

——

‘, ﬂ“’" GRAND JURY WILL RECONVENE TEN AM, APRIL SIX NEXT TO COMPLETE

REARING OF CASE.

o 4, R Y- 2560/ - ’ 4)3

WA...s. FOR TVWO BJH T et wveen RIS 4
. l.‘:\“

FBI YASH DC . P el 18 APR 8 1965 /
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. GENERAL INVESTIC TIVE mw,sxon

This concerns the munA of civil
1rights worker Liuzzo by four Klansmen an  ’
night of 3/25/65. Government wiinesses are

testifying before grand jury.

Birmingham source referred to in
attached teletype is the informant in this

et B i ey - Sans ASEALSE A4

case (subject Ga.:y Thomas Rowe ). Inspector
Sullivan is following this matter and will keep
1 Bureau advised of pertinent developments.
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R COMMUNICATIONS SEC 011 i, Kok
T et e . #r. Delosetan
. ~ APRG 1965 3. Casper —mm
e Lt TELETYP R c’"m""_‘
FBI uAsu nc B N
-‘""-'| .""-:\ Ry ‘--"," '-.-' . T - - to
- . “k ‘ . e, Tkt ol
FBI BIRMGHAM o : - . T R ——
: Mis CanYm———
104PM CSTRGENT 4-6-65 DLR W —
R I . $ P e
Ja DIRFETOR | | C{—-(V'/;f S
; FROM BIRMINGHAN (44-1236) B L/ ' y
: | i 0)

' e
EUGENEGQHOHQS; ETAL. VIOLA LIUZZO. ETAL, VICTIMS, CR, EL.

REBUTEL APRIL FIVE,
REVIEW PERTINENT FILES THIS MATTER REFLECTS INFORMATION j

e - . -~ g -
RECEIVED FroM N URING PERIOD MARCH 'SIXTEEN Hq-©

DASH TWENTYSIX LAST, AS SET FORTH IN BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL APRIL ONE

[

‘/
NOT PREVIQUSLY FURNISHED TOQ BUREAU NOR DISSEMINATED LOCALLY. /
ml.anarmns BEING SECURED. RECOMMENDATIONS WILL FOLLOY CONCERNING

ADMINSTRATIVE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO WHETHER OR NOT

LOCAL DISSEMINATION BE MADE AT THIS TIME.
L DISSEMINATION BE MADE AT THIS TI ;1,’;0/’/&%

O 9{4/;_.
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U EREREL O [RET
COMMUNICATIO 3o Mobr..

APR 8 1965 ’ - Mpr. Caspar.

A ) ' - ::P. c.".hN

) . : - -4 Me Conrad
FBI VASH DG TELETYPE ‘ - . Fan
T . R € ’ £ = _‘!.-I..

EEEEEE L o - I et gadtive

‘ r BECE SRR : i T ' - ﬁth'ﬂ_—
| _ ' ?. Trotter.

_ : , . ' _ , Tola. Room.._

; fFBI MOBILE _ . . ‘ _ : , Miss Holmes

_ ] . Mliss Gandy_

" A

10-19 PM ST URGENT 4/6/65 VFP

To DIRECTOR
FROM MOBILE  /44-1245/ |
L Civd Rights "
/i) o

EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL: VIOLA GR_EGG({IUZZO DASH VICTIM -GR—DA5H
Aecclina Loog )
—ah RACIAL MATTERS.

ALARBAMA REPORTED TO 1SDJ FRANK

-
-y

GRAND JURY AT MONTGOMERY
JOHNSON LATE AFTERNOON FOUR SIX SIXTYFIVE. GRAND JURY REPORTED
AH»INDICfHENT WHICH WAS SEALEQ PENDING AR.EESc'l'sﬁF SUBJECTS, WARRANTS

WERE TURNED QVER TOQ USM MONTGOMERY FOR EXECUTIOE. ETAILS OF

‘-ﬂ'
GJ ACTION UNAWAILABLE PENDING ARREST. 1
= e ——
VA -G ORR—LENE-FEVE—WORD- ONE—AND—TWO- SHOUL D—READ—"— AN—INT] GEMENT”
5y Sgee
END “r . . . a A% :
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Memomndum o e
Coarod
. Felt
T _Q Te:3-31-65 | ﬁ
llr. Beyno DATE: 3—-31~ C 4 s
* f
FROM > , _ 1= Mr. Belmont : Tale. Room -
: 1- Mr. Rosen T
1- Mr. Malley
SUBJECT: a'vca'ﬁ THOMAS; i 4 1~ Mr. McGowan a
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 1- Mr. Hines
COLLIE LEROY, WILKINS; .
GARY THOMAS /ROWE, JR.; ' 2 v A/
B VIOLA GREGG'LIUZZO, AKA By - L
/ MRS, ANTHONY LIUZZO; “I 7 () i
/ LEROY JEROMEfMOTON — VICTIM .. T M f ( (
| CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 4 \ A
o . ’ st
/ P

The report of the investigation in this case uf“’
conducted by the Mobile Livision was received at the Buirea
today and it has beer reviewed by Bureau supervisor. This
report sets forth in detall information previously brought }p

R R S R Sy R -l—n‘l.oal-lna- i-hn P11l Aamines.

ta T.ne UII'BCEUI' attention i1acludi O wiG iUzaUwiupl.

Amnip———

The receipt of the ipitial report of the shooting
of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on the
'night of 3-25-65, and details of the investigation initiated
immediately upon receipt of this report. This investigation
includes interview of victim Leroy Jerome Moton who was
accompaning Mrs. Liuzzo at the time of the shooting, interview

to determine Mrs. Liuzzo's activities in Selma prior to the
shooting, and interviews of persons who might have been in

b Bt Y TR e eas PSS —F WL

7QJAN3'1966 | o
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Hemorandum to Mr., Belnont-.
) REB: EUGENE THOMAS

']~ ACTION:
- The report is being furnished to the Civil
Rights Division of the Department today and Mobile is
being instructed to furnish copies to the Departmental
Attorney in Montgomery who is handling prosecution of this
case and to the appropriate U, 3., Attorney.
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\rremr*\ ES GOV NMENT , f SR ',..f‘
femorandum |
o _ -;.-,_.__"_"m. Mohe ) o DATE: March 28, 1965
“ROM e D. DeLoach
SUBIRCY: - SHERIFF JAMES CLARK ‘\/ fa -

DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA > ST
) ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE FBI \30]

]
As you know, Umted Press Internati }?na.l (UPI) has quoted captwned }C\
individeal a.s saying, on 3/27/65 that Mrs, ViolaLiuzzo might not have been

Zooasoien under survelllance. According to a teletype from Selma, received in the
Surauu at 1:11 a.m. today, Clark telephonically advised the Selma Resident Agenecy ‘
ye 3.‘.-_13; that he had had a conference with a newsman during the moraing of 3/27/65.
=2 said he told the newsman the FBI had never told him about the car bearing the X
T.12220 murderers being in the Selma area. He stated he did not know anything about ¢
Zww 02 and, if he did by an outside chance, he might have picked them up., Clark L
s AL .'-- .z stated that he presumed the FBI had the vehicle under observation. He li
e .ed *T*ve be~n getting so much heat from the newspapers on this I had to tell

Rt son_agéthing. I don't recall receiving any information about the car." S
*  After consultation with Messrs. Belmont and Joseph A; Sullivan, and ‘

.mnroval by Mr. Tolson, the attached statement was released at 9:45 p.m., 3/27/ 65,
-2 Associated Press and UPL, \!
" Since this statement was released, there have been several news E:
r&35vts alleging Sheriff Clark has issued a rebuttal. He has been quoted as saying §
t:"”“"r-lot the first time the Department of Justice has called him a liar. Inspector f

i

i Ling, however, I feel we should not attempt to answer any additional remarks
%2 may mgke regarding this matter. To do so will only feed him more material with

¢ which to keép a “feud" going with the Bureau, and I believe we should discourage the

development of sucha situation, if at all possible. .

Exzicsure A crom - 1{4-' Q?éal -

Tl ,,.-;,,.. again, and will report his findings to the Bureau later today. If Clark has '
I
i

» i mg_ls.a?;:luSUl'ia HOT S ETRoe D _ ——
e us ) e
1 - feg Selmont APR 121368 2MAPR 9 1955
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Ly hiry Roseff 7! 5 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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DeLoach io Mohr memo 3/28/65
Re: Sheriff James Clark

: . Additional developments in the Liuzzo murder include a stateﬁzz:t
made by the Grand Wizard.of the United Klans of America, Robert Shelton, that one
of the subjects in this matter had been offered a bribe by the FBI for a confession,
This Uriba is supposcd to consist of several hundred acres of land located in
Jnnesota. A telephonic contact at 11:35 a.m, today with J. L. McGovern, of the
Inspaciion Division, who is in Birmingham, disclosed that absolutely no promises
nor offers were made to any of the subjectss Mr. McGovern said this may have
originzied with the informant in this case since the latter is telling a variety of stor
to his attorney, Matt Murphy, in an attempt to divert suspicion from himself,

Shelton has been making a number of wild claims to the press in the
past fow hours. He has called the President a ""damned liar," and he has said that
Revaerernd James J. Reeb was dying of cancer before he was clubbed to death in Seln
The lziter has been labeled as "hokum' hy John Sullivan, New England Chairman -
the American Friends Service Committee, who said Mr. Reeb had undergone a
physiczl examination shortly before joining the Commiitee on 9/1/64. This examinz
disclosed Reeb was “in the pink of health,’ according to Sullivan.

The Director has also received a telegram from Martin Luther King
which reads as follows:

"Tet me congratulate you and the FBI for this speedy arrest of the
' accused assasins of Mrs. Luizzo. The Agents assigned to Alabama hidve done an
k outstznding job of centaining the tremendous violennes and savagery which runs
' rarsont under this surface of Alabama life. There is still much work to be ‘done
! befcre Llabama is rid of the racist sickness which pollutes her body politic, Iam
. str2 izt we can continue to count on four efficient services,'

T do not believe this wire should be acknowledged because a reply wo
c=iy help build up this character and a communication from Mr, Hoover, which Kin
»ould undoubtedly publicize, will tie us in with him, and put us under an obligation

] Zix. Ilikewise feel that King's telegram to the Director should not be released to

. the press for the same reasons, Mr. Belmont concurs in these recommendations.
2 o abasmoet f%ac"‘b
SICCMMENDATION: 9 Wﬁ*@t . M Z

Submitted for information pursuant to Mr. Tolson's instructions.
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L In accordance with your request, procedure for handling United Press

Internziional (UPI) “‘ems is zs follows:

o,

Originz? and three comes come off machine. Thesa include many items

Oof no Literest to Sureau. Zmployees 'put check mark by thosa w-::eu appear to be of
intercs. to Director including any items ment:orvnt, Director o 722, those refeorring
10 cas.z undeyr investization by Burezu, or outstanding or siznificant rews events.
COrigi. 13 of those items salzcted for Dmector ra clinped, mounted, and routed
direc:ly to Director's Cffice without background notes. Copies zre routed to

_ ‘\Eessz s. DeLozach, Belmont, and Mohr. - Messaenger picks up originals and copies
srors Taletype Umt and delivers to above-mentioned offices @ach scven minutes
durtsg vorkirg cay. *of Teletype Unit

: After ©rector's Office closes in evening and on Sundzys, originals

are 5.._Z& ia Teletype Uault uniil next morning. Ccnies for Mr. Belmont are delivered
to ni 1t .nd wee'tend city agent in General Investigotive Division and copies for you
(Mr. ‘.-M") are dehvered to night duty agent in Special Invesiizaiive Division.
After last regular run at 7:15 P M. on workdays, and on Sund:ys, Mr. DeLoach's
copy Is Laid until rext morning.

Ca Satui.\.ays originals are deiivered to Director's Oifice and conies
to sEzvcificizly as ot * rn!eht with hourly messenger runs being made. There is &

duty ~zeat in Mx. DeLohch's office on Saturdays until about 4 P. M. ard his cqopl
arz m.o.ivered there accordingly as long as his office is opan. | ‘/ 2 ff ﬁ/

-y

Mot nl-:ooam:n
With res:act to item concerning stotement i o3y APpegifiiGERrk

atizzzd) which apne'*"d on the machine at 2:26 P. M. on Saturday, 3-27-65, Lils

wr.s ::_':e‘). off the maciirc along with a series S of otlier items, the-tesi-ef-whieh-vis

also clccked to be sext o the Director’s Olfice and which was received on the mac: -‘.:_r
- ot 3:05 2. M. (copies ¢t these items atlached). The Clark item was clinped, mov.iog /,?

and 2.3 ir ntly delivcrcd to the Director's Office ca the next hourly run smcg it .
Ustamic %x_,, the Dirccior's Office at 4 16 P, M. ILiiss Holmes nan*., umtely,g“n it
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‘\Iemo.a Mr; Mohr Som W, S. Tavel ~~ -~ © -
Res Handli: ng oi Umted Press Items
CANEERT L e e e S

;q._f-,. x

o Mz Be.mont states he received o copy just afier 4 P, M. and that

« he was then talking to Inspector Sullivan in Selma, Alzbama, oa the telephone
.requesiing him to gcot the true facts in the matter. Mr, Belmont has submitted a
‘ separzte memorandum regarding his handlinrr ol .tem /

There is no time stamp on Mr. geLoach's copy indicating time of
receip‘ in his office and Special Agent Hobson H. Adccck, who was on duty in
« Mr, DeLoach's office, states he received a large numbar of UP? iiecms during the

. :afterrcon but cannot remember having seen the one on Clark's statement although
' - g did not leave until about 4:30 P. M.

The nessenger on duty Saturday has ro recollecction of haudiing ihus
particilaritem and the employees on duty in the Teletype Unit 1ikewise cannot
remember this item specificzlly although one of them remembers taking copies of
severzl UPY items to Mr. DeLoach's office shortly after 3 P. M.

RECCLZ: ENDATIO\‘."

~ Submitted ior information.
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Tele Room
Holmes —
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JIM CLARX SAID TCDA‘!@ZRE CAS A "REMCTE
SECCTING OF ¥

C=..{ SAIB THE CAR FROK WHICH TEE
FAD LN STCPFID FRICR TO THE SHCCTING AND GIVEN A WARNING 2Y STATE
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EULLUT WHILE RULIING L S
¥A5C YOUR PART I “LE NAS
CLIDK SAID ST2TZ TROC
TEAT SATRIED TCLD v XL
LICTZ ULS GIVEN & nAT
g%&_‘: '.._;;IIZ(-):-}.'SUR BZTORZ THE DETROIT
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e U.S, €6, NTAR LOTIDES30
¢ ALY SAID TKT TRCOPIRS TOLD

vio 2_COULD KAVE BEEN
FATAL SHOTS ALLEGTDLY YTRE FIRED

LLALCT, CLATK SAIZM - 2THEY- (r2l

RAD THAT CAZ UNDER SUR'..;:ILLA!-.’CE'i' CLARK SAID, ZTHEY (rBI

FOTEZR OF FIVE, VAS YILLED BY A SNIPER 'S
VUTTLE STRVICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS DEMCNSTRATORS
/= STLIA TC NONTGOMERY PROTEST FMAGCH,
I.¥CL¥ED HI® THAT THE DRIVER OF THE CAR
(£ CHARGED IN THE SLAYING OF MRS,
FIC UARNTING TICKET AT 7220 P.M, EST~--THURSDAY
¥ ggMAN ¥AS KILLED ALONGC A DESOLATE

EIM THE UASHID: TICKET WAS GIVEN T0

: z_:_-‘..l...s;}'.'i\ AT TYLER'S CROSSROADS, ONLY A3OUT 10 MILES FRCM THE SCENE

IF 72 2a
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~Z VAnDER IF TEE ARMY WAS |
CICT. THD ARMY WAS I

WOULD HAVZ SZUT OUT A SMALL GROUP TO

LTEZ SHOCTING DIDN'T HAPFEN IN PV
Di_nS_COUNTY., THE SHOCTIN

TEAY IT BAPPERED BUT I°'VE BEEN GEZTTIN

@ULTLY BLAMING M FOR T

ET HAD A

: VER ADVISED BY THE FBI ABOUT THIS CAR,
2 KLOUN _ASOUT IT UE ULCULD FAVE TRIED TO XEEP THE CAR UNDER
N CHARGE OF THINGS AT THAT TId¥zZ BUT IT

VATCE THZ CAR,
COUNTY. KCLAPK IS SFERIFF oF

G OCCURRED IN LOUNDES COUNTY,) I REGRET

¢ TELEGRAKS FRCM ALL OVER THE
MARCH TODAY ON THE COURTHOUSE

I3 TZE DEMCNSTRATCRS INDfCr’\TED I UAS PARTLY TO BLAME FOR WHAT .
+HAPPCKED, IF THEY WANT T0 BLAYZ ANYB

- F2IZ..L BUILDING,® Er
1 T-T FEDERAL BOILDING

2 HCU?S DEPARTIZNT OF JUSTICE &ND FBI CFFICES.
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To- CONCRELSEIONAL RECCRD
_ MAZRCH 28, 1965
SENATE

Pages 5835-5€87.

Senator Williams, (R )D\."*.vare, nlaced in

the ,.u.CO“d an article written by Paul Hope entitled "Baker Case Party Girl
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investigators of e Ruies Committee and the ¥BI concar
usad by Mr, Baker and iiis associates. - - - If is most
of the inquiry developed by the FZI was so noticeably
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and published in the Washington

Zona's article is based uvncn information coitined by the

Suaday £loar on Maren 43
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tiie sanner in whic

Lty bota thie coinmittee and the Justice Dazartmoent in their mmost recent
T .'t. " The asticle cownments on activities of Ellen Rometsca and states

incorgorated a summary of 3

ante
UJrl.

Pages §011-

cemker, the sustice Department showed some members and stafi
,..-..onn\.l of tae Rules Committee an TEI file on Yirs.

Rometsca., Thae com-
e file in ifs minutes, but e Samocrats

nto tae matter.

cer.ing the President's statement announc
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maurdaer of Mrs.

101‘. Tivzzo.

This portion of the commilice’s

Senator Dodd (D) Conrecticut, spcke con~

a.rrest of four memkters of the
Dodd included the text of

i..: Sresident's statzment and a brief statement he issuad in supnort of the
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Mr. Dcdd stated "Apcronriately, J.
President at that press conference and I say this becaus

Tdward Hoover

i Li>. Zoover's cutstarnding agents in the field worked throughout the nigat to find
"to.- sarpesrators of this outrage. And it was esdecially appropriate to have
. .".'. Joover there, hecause what better reply could there have been to the

22328 that the FBI has
onants
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Menworandum to the Director
Re:. T‘xa Congressional Racord

‘ s v SENATE - continued

T

- '7’7‘“* - Aw,ournment: Until Thursday, April 1, 1835, at 12 nobn.
HCUSE

Page 6035. Congressman Gathings, (D) Arkansas, spoke
concerning the economic boycott of Alabama suggested by Dr. Martin Luther
King. Gathings stated "I implore Dr. King to please permit the schoolchildren
of Alabama to. participate in the school lunch program by the utilization of sur-
plus food commodities, - - - -, At this point, Congressman Axndrews, (D)
Alavaina, stated ' hope tze gentleman will remember and that the Members of

1 this Zouse will rerember that last December Mr. J. Edgar loover, one of the
\rrreatest Americans of all time, said that this Martin Luther King was the most
notorious liar in this country, and Mr. Hoover until this day has not retracted

.‘that statement. "

: Pzges €055-6058. Congressman Gross, (R) Iowa, spoke con-
cerning the Sobouy Buoker investigation. IHe included the article written by Paul
Eope waich was set iorth with remarks of Senator Williams earlier in this
meorsrandum.

Pages 6036-60587. Congressman Cleveland, (R) New Hampshire,
spcke concerning use of certain materials in construction of pudiic buildings,
refarring to the substitution of concrete for stone exteriors of new Federal
btiidings. He stated "Four structures which would have concreie exteriors have
recoatly been avthorized for construction in Wasihington, at a total cost of
$120 million, - These four buildings are the Federal Oifice Buildinz No. 5, the

l\'auonal Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian Inst1tut1on, the = ederal Bureau
of Livestigation Zuilding, and a new headquarters for the Xousing and Home
Firoace Age*xcy. * Air. Cleveland included a brochure entitled "Cur Beautiful .
C¢. nital, Will t =2 Marred by the New Trend in Federal Building ?' (It is to e

cred tne Generzl Services Administration advised tze a.rchztects have not yet -
preser.ted their recommendations to the Fine Arts Commission as to the
e:msuior treatiient for our building. )

$:
17
i

'i 7. Zage 6074, The House received a lovicr {rom the Attornm'
Cz..2pal transizitting a draft of proposed legisiction entitled "A bill to a
sc2223n 4032 of title 18, United States Code, to facilitate the rehabilitatiog of
persons convicted of o;fenses against the Umted States.™ This was refer ed to

the Jjudiciary Committee.
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Memorandum to the Director - ' . S
Re: Tae Congressionzl Record . : :

~ _ ' HOUSE - continued —

Adjournment: Until Tuesday, March 30, 1935, at 12 noon.
APPENDIX

There was notking contained in the Appencix that was of
particular interest to tie Sureau.
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™ M. re,elmcm/.lv‘\“'z . | bare. March 29, 1965 l..m.,.__
4 ] . { - ;&I:. Caslger M_-—:_
RO N - . Be Ont : Tele Poom .
' )“ A’ Rma’"’ SN 1 - Mr, Rosen 1 ~Mr.Maldycen ——
" ‘ o) 1 = Mr. McGowan
(susjecr: EUGENE THO WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 1 - Mr. Hines /. \*
COLLIE wnoﬁms GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. DT A
-3  VIOLA'LIUZZO, AKA - VICTIM - () 4
RN LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM P . ‘ U ;
"'/ CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS - N J‘;' ; /-

,.,

: With reference to Mobile teletype 3-27-65, referring to the f ‘\ '
: "Iive-day arrest rule,' the following is set forth.

This case involves the arrest of four subjects on Federal éz /0
' charges by Bureau Agents on 3-26-65, in connection with the fatal /7
shooting of Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on the night

of 3-25-65. Mobile, in stating that a report would be submitted within
the five-day arrest rule, was referring to the rule set forth in the
Manual of Rules and Regulations, Part II, Section 4B, Page 2c,

which states, "A report must be sent to the U, S, Attorney within

five working days of the taking of a subject into Federal custody. ™
The report will, of course, contain the facts developed upon which

the arrest was made in order that the U, S. Attorney may proceed \ !
with prosecution without delay. ‘;.
- The purpose of the rule is to insure that any delay in the /

. jhandling of prosecution of subjects arrested by Bureau Agents i

~=wiws- feannot be attributed by the U, S, Attorney or the Department to
|delayed reporting on the part of the Bureau. With respect to this
. case due to its importance, Mobile Division, where the shooting
*, occurred and the Birmingham Division, where the arrests were
made have both been instructed that the investigation of this matter
" must be handled on an expeditious basis and the report of the arrests
" submitted no later than 3-30-65, to the Bureau for clearance before

bemg furnished to Departmental attorneys. Qgé l }
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Py s  Date:  4/7/68 {
Transmit the following Ia = {- ‘
Cew LT - {Type in plai= text or code} '
. ) : e o 1
Vid " AIRTEL -~ AIRMAIL. » '
o (Priority) "f !
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1238) /9
SUBJECT: . E‘UG‘EN? HBOMAS; ET AL.
'- _ ~ VIOLASLIUZZO, aka.;
ET AL -~ VICTIMS
CR -~ EL
n . ReBuairtel to Birmingham, 3/30/65.
Following is a listing of arrests and disposition
of same for the four subjects in this case:
_ AAr’resting Date Arrested
Agency and Number Charge Disposition
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON: ¢
Alcohol & ' 4/22/54 State charge  10/8/54, pleade
Tobacco Tax #Ala N-10569 Viol. of guilty, sentenc
Div., B'ham, Prohibition 2 yrs. suspende
Ly Alm. : Law-distilling probation 2 yrs
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ano Arrested

™

i

LA

f

L r,' 3

H .

e ¥
B $ -

s . Agency
RS

ate

. 1/18/45
#4463-D-6 ..

l A].amed" ?
Caliit., PD

e T

S wT R
e s

‘Sheriff's
D- . Office, - ' #46253
|:..: . _, B'h’ a. » AI‘. . .

L

.‘-'-‘

.‘l" - . .
4 o e,

“ A Sherdff's.. - 3/8/40 .- ...
. office, #46253
‘" B'ham, Ala. _

P . -

Bessemer, Ala. 5/27/50
Police Dept. #11295

. 0 »

T
vriﬂ?\nju 5
M : y

»" % EUGENE THOMAS:. : "

- 11/12/47 T;T“

G Ccity

Drunk and 372
Penal Code

L Assault &

i“.  Battery on

-
. e

-

i reckless: —--

driving;
Public drunk

Atfray —-—
- Assault &

Battery
- Discharging
Firearms in

-

- .
P A s S S e .

é;

Released 1/19/45
on $25 bail
ordered forfeited
1/22/45

Charge dismissed
11/21/47 upon re-
quest of wife;
$17.65 costs paid
by husband

$23 & costs
11/16/48;

$5 and costs
3/5/49

$35 and costs
3/5/49

$28 fine paid
5/27/50

e

Dismissed
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Arreating Date Arrested .
Agency and Number Charge Disposition
£+ T EUGENE THOMAS (Cont'd) o
AL Sherirt'. : 6/5/56 '_'T Assault & " Pled not guilty
.E~ Qffice, " #46253 Battery on ' on 6/29/56;
B'ham, Ala. ' wife ‘ found guilty,
(Bessemer, Ala) case continued
to 9/28/56;
dismissed on
) payment of $18.4(
: . Ea ; oo costs
1. Sheriff's (] 6/8/63 . ',ffl. Carrying con- Nol-prossed on.
- * . office, #2269 °  : """ cealed weapon 11/21/63 on
e B'ham, Ala. - and highway motion of State
intoxication
. cou.m LEROY WILKINS, JR. B
_ rurneld. - 5/15/60 (1) Petty (1) $30
v Als., PD .- #9501 Larceny
M o : a , (2) Destroying (2) 180 days,
. T : o private suspended
E s - Ll property sentence
S Sheriff's 8/29/61 = 777 Malicious Nol-prossed
* Office, . #100830 _ Destruction 12/6/61
B'ham, Ala. of property
USM, . 3/11/64 26 USC, 5851 2 yrs. probation
B'ham, Ala. #02003 possession of
sawed off
‘ shotgun
Alcohol & - 3/11/64 : Natlonal Fire- Pled guilty, sus-
‘Tobacco Tax, #AN~-13788 NFA arms Act pended serjtence
!B'h‘.’ Ala. (possession of 1 yr 1 day, placed
S LR sawed off on 1 yr pgobation
~;,T” ; - shotgun)
t T al. ' " i el -
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COLLIE LEROY WILEINS,

L11/1/84"
plooqao

- 12/3/64
#100830

R, (Cont*q)

fViolation

Firearms Act,
Asgault &
Battery
(Bessemer)-
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Case pending,
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Memorandum . Clinte
| o - o —
1  : Mr. Belmont S oaTe: March 31, 1965 = Mo
sroM = A, Ro M,‘ . . 1 - Mr, Belmont Kol
N A' sen .y : 1 - Mr, Rosen or £
o .~ 1-Mr, Malley = [ .
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, f - Mr, McGowap-"" [, JAY/ -

VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS L-Mr, Higesp’ WA/ )

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS TN M ! fM ‘

. T4 <0t

| | ooMECy
The report of investigation in theYBirmingham Division
concerning the shooting of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County,

Alabama, on the night of 3/25/65, has been received at the Bureau g,
and reviewed, :

: ‘ar The report contains in greater detail information previously | -
received which has been brought to the Director's attention concerning
the story of the incident related by the informant and subject Gary ' .\.f

l Thomas Rowe, Jr., to Agents wherein he identifies the other subjects
and furnishes details of their actions,

-

&’1}5
I

It also sets forth details of the arrests of the four subjects,
their arraignment and their release on bond, In addition, interviews
to check out the alibis of subjects are also set forth along with the
FBI Laboratory report

iz ACTION oo oo ol ol

_ Copies of the report are being furnished to the Civil Rights
Division of the Department, the Departmental attorney handling this

case in Montgomery and the appropriate U, S, Attorney -7?__:, Ez-f ,.ég
ADDENDUM

E-EQ'.SJ.A 21 APR O 1965
v. Inspector Sullivan has advised that the report oéninvestj.gat_lgg__‘ !

+ . ,of this matter in the Mobile Office has been submitted and will arri: at

,}'the Bureau today, It will be promptly reviewed and appropriate
. - - jdissemination will be made. You will be advised of addi tional dev
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GENERAL INVESTIGA™ B!DEV'WK)EI

Thig matter concerns the murder of |
a civil rights worker by four Ku Klux
Klansmen between Montgomery and Selma,

to the arrest of the subjects on 370
3/26/6%, ‘

The subjects and other Klan -
assoclates have been making an
obvicua effort to determine if there
was an informant ip this matter and,

if so, to identify him.

R ——— Ry yr i v
Investigation of the conspiracy

is bein aggressively pursued.
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UNITED STATES G ERNMENT b e ——
' get.m_____,
M emorandum S i —

. Fels
- TO - Mr- Roseté Ty : paTe: March 29, 1965 == %;.___
FROM® C.’ L. Mc(!o£ | ' . | ;ET.;'E.__.
* %" : 1 - Mr. Rosen Gty
44) - 1 - Mr. Malley =
susjecr: EU ‘.F..Z*"E JJHOMAS, ET AL, 1 - Mr, McGowan
OLA“E

. 20, ET AL, - VICTIMS 1 - Mr, Hines
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS :

At 6:15 p.m. on 3/26/65, ASAC Jensen was telephonically
advised that no comments or amphhcations were to be made -
regarding instant case as the President had made a statement and l ‘

I

0), there were to bhe no additiona or changes,
‘ At 6:33 p.m., SA Robert Frye of the Selma Resident

Agency was advised of the same information. He was also instructed
to insure that the Resident Agency at Montgomery, Alabama, as well N\

2208 F =i NS =V ata A Aapy waAnsy Sew arals e Br Rl A § TE N Al

as the office at Mobile and a]l Agents were alerted that there were to
be no comments or amplifications made regarding any statements on

thisas. ‘-
case G

N\

\

J
: e e | "'Ir
: 590/ — 1
' : ~ g gjdﬁ'fd
indi e N Ay 48 1065

5 18 w9 ..—’A

’ . A0 o
By v T

Qo hiih Lo 1wdd

W .

1

-"-‘“.;""..,‘ﬂ" v _'.'-.Q)..':‘Lw _&.‘...‘.‘ . ’ f-—:.‘: i




S T

E 4
P) el \‘h(_ 1 mxm *
-1.:';"’ ; "}'--. .
v :‘:;a- R _‘_= . -!-._". 5"._... “.: : .,“ *'-"”‘._Q‘Y-‘?'i' & B . s
ROV, | L ‘ \-':,}.-;_". A -:"-\_ll 4% T -
o i TELETYPR ..+ ~“xi0 57 URGENT 1- Mr, Hfnes |
_).._ __-f' ‘ LA \}n',_ i " . "= . | L
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U. & NePAaTVIEN
GOMMW‘”CATIUNS SEuﬂO“\ \

# ~ TOSAC MOBILE (44-1248) - PRI 1965 ul
e nou DIRECTOR; FBI («-zseon - TELETYPE ¢
| mn#mus, BT AL.j s, vxoz.{/x.wzm. ST AL pAsH'
v:c-rms. CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS.
~ DEPARTMENT PRESENTLY HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION WHAT ACTION
_IT VILL TAKE WITH REFERENCE TO POSSIBLE STATE PROSECUTION IN
m’ u'rrn AND I‘l‘ IS mnc'rm THAT A m:ctsmn ¥ILY. RE MANE AT
A mu DATE, 1IN THE EVENT DEPARTMENT AGREES TO FURNISH
'RESULTS OF OUR INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER 10 THE STATE FOR
... UNITIATION OF STATE KURDER PROSECUTION, WE WUST BE FREPARED
o  DOODIATRLY 70 FURNISH PERTINENT RESULTS TO TuE : STaT8 WITHOUT
i o 8, M TR 17
e xmnmr UPON RECEIPT REVIEW ALL REPORTS SUBMITTED IN
ST ms nm. TAXE OUT THoSE SOaETdNs prariNg DIRECTLY UPON A
" STATE MURDER PROSECUTION AND WHICH WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A
\ PROSECUTION AND COMBINE THEM INTO A SINGLE QVER-ALL MEMORANDUM
PROPERLY LABELED WITH TABLX OF CONTENTS AND INDEX SULTABLE FOR
DISSEMINATION TO THR STATY AUTHORITIES. THIS MEUORANDUM Yoo
ior counsz. INCLUDE rn- ZERO TWO'S OF pm'rxm":m:ns
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TELETYPE TO SAC, MOBILRE

- ]
- A

¥, . AND LABORATORY REPORT AS THEY ARE SET FORTH IN THE REPOR
’\m EXTRANEOUS IHFOBIATIOI SUCH A8 NEGATIVE INVESTIGATIO

2
R

-

m INVESTIGATION RE KLAK ACTIVITIES NOT PERTINENT T0™THE

_ MURDER CHARGE ITSELY WOULD BE EXCLUDED, A PROPERTY STATEMENT
WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE END OF THS MEMORANDUM STATING THAT

. THE INFORMATION IS FURNISHXD SOLELY FOR THE OFFICIAL USE OF
THE PERSON OR AUTHORITY TO WHOM IT VWILL BE FURNISHED FOR THE
PROSECUTION OF THE NAMED SUBJECTS IN ONNECTION WITH THE MURDER
OF ¥PS. VIOLA LIUZZO. THIS WiLL BE FOLLOWED BY THE NORAL
STATEMENT THAT THE DOCUMENTS CONTAIN NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS
'NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE ¥BI, IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE FBI

AND IS BEING LOANED TO YOU. ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE
DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDR YOUR OFFICK. THIS EMORANDUM KUST BE
PREPARED IMMEDIATELY WITEOUT DELAY, AND A COPY FURNISHED TQ
THE BUREAU FOR REVIEW BEFORE ANY DISSEMINATION IS MADE.

NOTE: In anticipation of a request that we furnish results of

our investigation to the state for prosecution of subjects for

© e—=ime purder of Mrs, Liuzzo which is a more serious charge than the

Federal charge, the above instructions are being issued. The
. instructions for the preparation of the memorandum fr dissemina

to the state above are in accordance with those previously
issued in the Lemuel M. Penn case where we furnished results of
our investigation to the State of Georgia under similar

- ¢ircumstances,

- ol
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rROM sac, MOBILE (smm) (uu-xaus) . : |
- . o i
SUBJECT: EUGENE TH 3 ET AL; ‘ /U. -
VIOLA GREG 1yzz0, aka 2N (5‘
.. ED AL - VICTIMS : ' ‘ -
e . CR. EL~ . o ' _ \eq%
[ R Rerep of SA JOSEPH R, CONNORS dated -
St 3/30/55, at Mobile. - _
- Enclosed for Bureau 1s thirty four 2
photographs of Klan Motorcade on 3/21/65, Montgomery,
o Alabama., One set of the above photographs are being ’
o sent to Atlanta and Birmingham, Departmental Attorneys
. '« . at Montgomery, Alabama, have been furniahed one set of
-; -~ these photographs, S ,
| S ' : Birmingham ‘and Atlanta display enclosed ‘

photographs to appropriate informants to obtain
,1dentification of as many Klansmen or automobiles
appearing in photographs,

"’ "’ ’ o
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N, .,.__._.,.;_...7&‘_".,... 8 e it et g e B e < - .
< 2)- Bureau (Enc. 34) (RM)
* §y- Atlanta (Enc. )t 3 2/;0/«[
..  2%.mBimmingham (Ene. 3ls) RM) 7 Vi,
1 ="Mobilef g5 REC- 9 o 5
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Memomndum b

0 'bmm'on FBI - paTe:  b/7/65

.?‘

“SAC, MOBILE (SEIMA) (l4b-1245)

-
-

EUGENE THOMAS; /
! ET AL; ~ S !
) " MRS. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka;

LERQY JEROME MOTON - VICTIHS
CR - EL

Enclosed herewith for Bureau's file are four copies of
indictment which was returned in the captioned matter by U. S. Grand
Jury at Montgomery,Alabama, April 6, 1965.
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COPY OF INDICTMENT, which was returned on April 8, 1965, by
rcderll Grand Jury in lontgomery, Alabama.
5 ¢~' ?;;; SoI¥tSo 0 7sf 70 N THR DISTRICT COPRT OF
e . THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
A | MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAK
R E . o EASTERN DIVISION
27 s+l gNITED STATES OF AMERICA o |
? t!. “{ -:;;  SR V,J : f o
o WILLIAK ORVILLE EATON,
et ;_f'i COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR.,
PR 'ﬁif‘ff"é.nucxun THOMAS
- (1a USC 241) ‘

The Grand Jury éharges: .

L | COUNT 1

Commencing on or about March 1, 1965, and continuing to on or

v about March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS
JR., and EUGENE THOMAS, within the Widdle District of Alabama,

Grand Jury unknown to injure, oppress, threaten, and intimidate
citizens of the United States in the vicinity of Selma and
Montgomery, Alabama, in the free exércise and enjoymen; of certai
rights and privileges secured to them by the Constitution and
laws of the Uﬁited States, and because of their having exerxcised

such rights as follows:
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