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Re Birmingham letter to the Bureau 12/17/64  Progress
- Letter! and Miami airtel to the Bureau 4/9/65 captioneg, "zggggg
_  ET AL; VIOI.-K� L1U_ZZO, ET AL - VICTII-LS; CR - EL

commendatiRe on .

During the past month, informant has had. to testify
before the Federal Grand Jury, I-iontgomery, Alabama, and the
State Grand Jury, Lowndes County, Alabama, and it is anticipated

_"M_wM§nat his testimony will be required
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Memorandum  1-    I ; c  1:To : 2 - .. - V Mrs M011! DATE:,    _ _ "&#39;
s . �T *&#39; _ _ - "r.u.n ..92_FROM = C; D. DeLoac&#39;l&#39;?I&#39;: l�> &#39; n u.»-..&#39;°.&#39;___

&#39; - Gad!---�

SUBJECT: I-_I_A_11.__ROSS____ I---~ i  I U
6- zizqziisit ROSS AGENCY 5

/ L08 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
&#39; _ r- _ �_ _ .. .-.--....--~..--...-o--¢�m . . .__-

GARY ROWE  ~
.»s ,. V i . .,

I
&#39; .1 1, u I

._ 1&#39;, ; &#39; � ". �-..._&#39;, .QACKGROUND: K1 � i »_ p __ .- &#39; 4 __ - e _
�-. -

By letter dated 5/1&#39;7/ above�-captioned E21 R se wrote the
Director. suggesting that he be permitted to contact Gar_;_r_ owe for the purpose
oi interesting him in selling rights to his life storyihliy letter dated 5/21/65
Miss Gandy advised Mr. Ross that his proposal would be brought to Mr. Rowe&#39;s

. attention.� This is being done. Gary Rowe is the informant in the Viola Liuzzo ,
&#39; murder case in.Alabama, thettrial oi which resulted_in a hung jury. �_

---  _. 1*.  -DEVELOPMENT:  "&#39; it� ,&#39;i!"Z..?.>*?£�i
. At 2:35 p. mt today Hal Ross telephoned from Los&#39;Angeles and _

talked to Wick. He referred to the receipt of Miss Gandy&#39;s letter and asked _-1 1
whether there had been any chan&#39; e in the situation and whether it would be J "
appropriate [or him to press fu1"1er in attempting to contact Rowe. He saidhis company did not wish to take �guy action which might jeopardize the future &#39;

V trial in the murder case, but he �d want it known that his company is very"  much interested in s in-tng the r�1gl1ts to Rowe&#39;s story which ultimately will &#39;-
be l;0ld.&#39; 1 I &#39; &#39; "" -

M11 Ross was told iere had been no c ge in the situationbut that his mqxigy would be main ed as a matter o record. _ i
- Mr. Belmont  I , E&#39;X&#39;11&#39;~.
- Mr. Roscn  -  hf! - R Pf?� 0 &#39;
:*;:~.~*:";:::; &#39;51. Qiw s pg;/_/»+ r >6
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__ - _&#39;  Type in plain mu or code!
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I TO: DIRECTOR, FBI �37-6295!

FRUH: K SAC, BIRMINGHAM �7O�9!&#39;  1�§- :.- &#39; "
SUBJECT1
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_____.,._._ I .,._. _ . . -_.._---_ --.,

ReBHl92irtel s-21-as and4BUlet s-21-as. -

On 7-7-65 WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE appeared at the
Birmingham Office. HUIE at this time again repeated his req
for an opportunity to do a story on GARY THOMAS ROWE and his
activity in The Klan. HUIE said that if ROWE had a story to
which he helicved he had, he would willingly pay the sum of
$25,000 for the story regarding the Klan and R0%E&#39;s activiti
therein. HUIE also said that in the event this story was su
for developing into a movie, he was willing to make an addit
payment of $25,000 for the movie rights to this etory.=¬&#39;

HUIE said that he had a representative by the name
MICHAEL DORHAH, who was a newspaperman on Long Island, who w
be in touch with Hr. JOHN DOAR, Assistant Attorney General,
sometime next week. He said that DORHAN would make this off
of HUIE&#39;s known to Hr. DOAR. DORHAN reportedly will act as
legman for HUIE and run out the various details that are nee
to complete a story. t _: &#39;. � &#39;
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- i _ The information received in referenced communication
was immediately disseminated Lo all agents in this Division
who maintain contact with Klan sources requesting them to
determine whether ROBERT SHEUTON or any of his close
associates or other members of the Klan plan any trips
out of the immediate Birmingham area u - *"
To date contacts have b"e&#39;1 |  � &#39;

and &#39;- -&#39;.  nd no ive in orm ~ as con . J
developed that would indicate that SUEUTON or any of his
Klan associates are planning a trip to the west coast in . &#39;
the near future. ,. &#39; .- . I &#39;

.:,-F, . - 7-1 ?.&#39;.&#39;I&#39;_ -&#39;

All Agents maintaining contact with Klan sources
have been asked to immediately report any-information<that �
wou1d&#39;indicnte that the Klan is aware or subject&#39;s &#39; &#39; ~-
relocation area and it is felt that if any known members
at the organization leave the immediate Birmingham area �
we will be immediately aware of their destination and
purpose oi their trip.
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It might be �oted�:hat Mr. HUIE was advised that

Hr. ROWE had previously indicated he had no interest in
having a story prepared pntil at least the completion
of the trial herein. He was also advised that ROWE had
advised he did not know if he would be interested in &#39;
telling a story even.after oompletion of the trial. ,
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no conspiracy trial, this case, pet tor 11/80/65,Hontgomery, Alabama. ; F . &#39;4} c 3 - ___-;; &#39;; ;[*g&#39;
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=� In connection with this matter, one box of ovidonco
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,-� c1v11.a1o1-1&#39;1-s - ELECTION LAWS __, 3.  , it I . /
/_. - .. __

r  __ - __:, . ii , &#39;---&#39;92;_;9&#39; inspector James L. Mvern and ASAC I@masmg__ ~ -_ é.-_
of the Mobile Office have advised the Bureau had less than one hour-�-I-._~ __
to conduct a check of members of the jury -panel for Assistant Attorney
General John Doar. They advised that the case which was to proceed
instant case fell through and the Klan conspiracy case would be the first
case in court. ,  _. . .

e. t ._ e

,. After 10:20 a. In. , Montgomery time today, the Agents
were given the names of 59 individuals who had been summoned for jury
duty. One oi the individuals under subpoena was the Identification
Officer of the Montgomery, Alabama, Police Department. -ASAC Jordan.
advised that when this officer is subpoenaed there is no way of checking �
the records at the Montgomery Police Department. Twenty of the 59 f
persons subpoenaed were from Montgomery County, Alabama.

As of 11:20 a. m. the box of trial jurors had been filled.
The Agents at the request of Doar had concentrated on the first 30 names
on the jury list and were able to furnish to the Departmental attorneys the
results of a check of the office Indices, information ava�able through ~ 1
Agents� personal knowledge, and other local checks. Eleven of the 30
resided in Montgomery and we were not able to check the records of the
Montgomery Police Department inasmuch as the Identification Officer
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At 1:57 a.m. , 11/2a/es, Mr. Robert Owen,� Department Attorney, __
sailed from Montgomew, Aiamm" advising he was preparing eaptiwed
case for trial. He advised that SAu!_T_aroldF. "Char-ron, presently assigned __: y
to WFO, took eight photographs on 3/ 2l/ 6&#39;5 at a Klan mctomade in
Montgomery and will be needed to testify on Monday, ll/29/65 regarding -&#39; _,
the photographs. Each photograph has the initials HFC and the 3/2|/65 on &#39;-
the back, _and Mr. Owen ts interested in knowing positively it these are I &#39;._sAE&#39;arren&#39;e initials. e "_ _" &#39;* &#39; � 4&#39;  -�""�t~&#39;" � . �¢

Q . - ,
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_ _ . _ _ _ ..._ .. l�l.&#39;.__�.__. .. __ ... .-._ I&#39;92.......-. I-.-...�L.. .........-. ._ �Mr. Gwen wants SA 92.nu.rrun in can either l.J92&#39;Zl.Ji1rl.-l.1.léll% Atturucy
James Turner or St. John Bari-ett in Montgomery at 9 a. m. , ll/2B/65, A
 l0 a.m. Washington time! at 305�-263-3136 regardingfthese photogi-aphs.&#39;

SA  is expected to testify on Monday, ll,/29/65�, or at the &#39;
latest Tuesday, ll/30/65. Owen advised Chart-on not needed until after-
noon, ll,/29/65, and suggested he take a Delta flight from Washington
National Airport leaving 7:30 a.m. and arriving in Montgomery, Alabama,
_92____4 1| _ .__ .92 . ,- 1,1 :_ 4 , ;_,92H.UULllLl.H-.111, &#39; &#39;" 3

ACTION� __ �H i
,4 * r . � &#39; " ~� .» 92

. SA  _;,§5n&#39;ron advised to proceed to Montgomery to testify in
captioned case and to call the Department Attorney on ll./28/B5 as requested.
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contacted Department Attorney Barrett as requested and will proceed
to Montgomery via Delta, Flight 917 departing Friendship Airport
8:10 a. m. , 11/ 29/65, to arrive Montgomery ll:05_&.1n.

At 8:50 p. m. ,__ll/28/65, Department Attorney James Turner
1 ed from Montgom labam to advise Extra Duty Supervisor "

Lha Voucher Statistical Section,. 1  ..7� who has previously been erted as to possible need for teatimcny,  &#39;�1*;E92j¢_- -g-~
be needed in Montgomery on ll/_29/65 to testiiy in the .triaL; _ 8 3, , &#39; &#39; " �
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,  Ewasadvised of the foregoing  dtewhich Y -G time he state e will depart National Airport ll/3_9/65 at 2:30 Him. on
Delta, Flight 725 arriving Montgomery._att_l_l:Q5.-.. �P &#39;-  I,  ._.,;. � .
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, .»- As was done by the late Mail&#39;Mu.rphy&#39;during the state murder -

DATE: 1|/39/65
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Inspector James L. McGovern has telephonicallyl furnished

the iollowing iniormation. Gary Thomas Rowe, our informant finished
cross examination at 3:10 pi mi , 92.l.&#39;asl~.i.&#39;~.gton, D. C.! A time, s-;."hject tc
recall. His testimony was essentially that given by him in the two
previous state murder trials oi Collie Wilkins �ni the defense attorney
Art Hanes, was unsuccessful in his etforts to shake theinformant. if

r - 1 � .-.: -   _

trial of Vflkins, defense attorney Hanes introduced the factor that the92 informant had violated his Klan oath in disclosing information concerning
the Klan and for that reason his testimony was not worthy oi belief.

l Inspector McGovern stated that it is believed that this lactic ,
was unsuccessful and could backfire on the defense since the Departmental "
attorneys in refutation were able to introduce the entire Klan oath which c "
provides that Klan members should cooperate with duly constituted law &#39;

e nforcement agencies, particularly in relation to crimes 892i_Cl_i BB iI�63.S0n &#39;
and rnurder. � 1&#39;.- }. 92 _.-92
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Memorandum
""� = &#39;M.§"1=-t&#39;o&#39;§{n,J._," mm_;. December 1, 1965 &#39; fjj-_-!_"f_�j_/
FROM : - 1- Ln! - Mr. Rosen V"[¥"�»-~__C3� _M°G°F� - Mr. Mailey - �I-1....._"";

. - Mrf  &#39; II.
SUI?-Jim�: EUGENE THOMAS, ET a1.; Mr._ Hines �

MRS. VIOLA &#39;LIUZZO  DECEASED! .
ET AL. - VICTIMS 1 5
CIVIL RIGHTS 1 . 1 5

~ , ~ -&#39; - ;=., -&#39;41 » I
Inspector James McGovern telephonically advised at, :

1:30 p. m. that in connection with the trial of the three defendants  "&#39;� _ Q
�the Government has rested its case and the Court has recessed .
until 1:45 p.m., EST. -. . : - _  .1 F"  � � -.-Q

Q .-

s � b id-".".92._ iI�k._c92�;~£
9292 &#39;- &#39;

Defense Attorney Arthur Haynes made h motion tor A 1;
ciismissai on the basis that the Government had not made a prima if &#39; 1
iacie case and was promptly overruled by the Judge. �I-iaynesfrill .=_ &#39;
commence the defense when Court reconvenes at 1:45 pt I11.� K   I.

with reference to arrangements to record the audio tape
made available by the Canadian Broadcasting Company, it has not been , I
possible to record the tape on available local radio station equipment � E - &#39;
due to background interference. Arrangements have now been made ;_
through the iocai teiephone company which has superior high fidelity� �

- facilities and equipment to "boost" the volume, to record it.� TheK intention of the Departmental attorneys is to use pertinent material in
the tape, ii a recording of sufficient quality can be obtai�ed, in   �
rebuttal. Q5" -- ._. FF �I .

_ _ &#39;9 k V_ .1! _. SJ:  .
ACTION: s p ~ fiiq-H. 2- .? i .2; M-is,-&#39;s"<  A A.

. . . . _ � ,J .iviobiie is continuing to ioliow the progress & the trial: &#39;
closely and will keep the Bureau ad ise? oi all pertinent deve1opmenls.__ &#39;
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United Press International today reported titat the�*-�I - .

Klansman. He reportedly did not give any details but it wa.s_stabed&#39;
in the release that the 1:la.nned assassination apparently had no __,
connection with the Liuzzo case. . It was also reported tniormant
testified he had met with high-ranking officials of the Klan in &#39; � .
Jacksonville to plan the assassination of 8. Klansman who had _1f__evea1ed
lniormation about thel�an. _e y &#39; " &#39; " �&#39;j-_&#39;-� "&#39;_ _&#39;  -&#39;i_
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Florida, with Eugene Thomas to plan an assasstnatioil of a I " &#39;
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Rosecrans referred to above is William Sterling Rosecrans, Jr. ,
who was arrested by Bureau Agents in March, 1964, charged with a
Federal Civil Rights violation in connection with the bombing of the home -
oi Iona Godirey, Jacksonville, 2/&#39;16/&#39;64. The Godfrey residence was
bombed because a six-year-old Godirey child was the �rst Negro to
attend an all-white school. - Y &#39; .-; &#39; ,5  y  ,.

1" �F . �
v. . - - .. . - -1 . .

I "�

Rosecrans pleaded guilty in Federal court on March 13, 1964, *
and wzissentenced to serve seven years. He later served as a Government
witness in the trial oi �ve Klansmen who had been involved in the bombing;
These �ve subjects were tried 6/30/64. One subject was acquitted and the
jury was unable to reach a verdict on the others. �Four of these subjects �

tohavebeenmadeagainsthisliie. A� - - 7 . ._,.. ,1-»=§- -.
1. - I- _ 1 ~_ _ACTION: E � � _ _ T �t  �E

, -"E."  :5 .&#39;

Ilob�e is closely following the trial and will keep the Bureau &#39; -
advised 01 pertinent developments. &#39; - ~ &#39; &#39;
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were retried in Jacksonville beginning 11/25/64 and were acquitted 11/ 27/ 64.
Rosecrans has been in prison since his conviction and no attempt is known &#39; *
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Inspector McGovern called tron Montgomery, Alabama
at 3:15 p.m. today to_advise that the Jury had Justreturned a verdict q§;gui1ty against subje�ég Eugene .Thomas, Collie Leroy Iilkins ind Iilliau 0. aton. ~~�-

These subjects were charged under Section 241, Title

 B0-92nuI92l.
MlMr we ..L../.&#39;_.
esp-H� __._.i
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Guilt! --is.
rrll - -._J

Tau!� -_s-1||-viTron &#39;

...,}frh. can -i.

G0ndi...._..__
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18,of the Civil Rights Statute, and McGovern said the maximum
penalty is 10 years. Ihile McGovern, of course, does not kn
he feels from the action of the Judge that sentence may be. oi,

passed today and that the Judge may give the.detendants the
maximum-sentence. He will advise the Bureau when sentence &#39;
is passed.
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad
Re: EUGEISLE THOMAS, ET AI.-.; _

V10 A LIUZZO, AKA; ET AL. - VICTIMS; - ~.V " CR EL � - . - _44-28601 " 3
Z; .

Assistant Attorney General Doar was assisted by United States
Attorney Ben Hardeman in presenting the Government&#39;s case. Mr? Hardeman
questioned both SAs Flach and Williams. The defendants were rqaresented
by Arthur Hanes  a former Bureau Agent!. Hanes represented Collie L. &#39;
Wilkins in second trial Ln Hayneville, Alabama.

ACTION: For information. The Mobile Office will follow and report �the
prosecutive action in this case. &#39; - � +;;-&#39;i&#39;"= =1?� �
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U. S. District Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr. , of the
Middle District of Alabama contacted Inspector McGovern after the - Qt;
sentencing of the three defendants in Federal Court today. - " � s

_ 1 .. - .. 1-_-§�-

The Judge stated that some of the jurors were somewhat
apprehensive following a ret|.u&#39;n of the verdict of guilty against the o ithree subjects. Judge Johnson requested that Agents contact the jurors l
and obtain their names, residence addresses and telephone numbers.
He also desired that each juor be furnished the name of the nearest
Agent whom they could contact tn the event a threat was received. The

I Judge understands that the Bureau will not be affording protection of
any type to the individual jurors. ; t

. I

I
ACTION: > -  i   - -&#39;. / .-~ i o_&#39; r

Agents are complying with the request of Judge Johnson 1
and will furnish the jurors with the identity of the Agent whom each -
can contact in the event any threats are received. Mobile will advise I5; J J
the Bureau oi any Pertinent devel0Pments in this matter. - &#39; < -�= - - hm" � &#39;
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Mrs. Viola Liuzzo was shot near Selma, Alabama, on the evening
of 3/2 5/ 65, while engaging in the transportation of civil rights workers between
Montgomery and Selma. One of the defendants Collie L. Wilkins has been tried
twice in State Court in Hayneville, Alabama. &#39;l�he first trial ended in a mistrial,
the second in acquittal. &#39; 1&#39;

The three defendants were indicted by a Federal Grand Jufy setting
in Montgomery_,_ Alabama, in April, 1965, for conspiracy to violate the civil rights
of the victims. . 2 - -

7 Ln connection with the Federal trial which began in Moritgomery on
ll/29/65, SAs Richard W. Flach and Marion E. Williams were called as witnesses.

SA Williams testified concerning his examination of the victim&#39;s car _-
in Montgomery immediately following the shooting and the physical evidence which .&#39;_
he obtained. He also testified concerning the examinations he conducted in the /
Laboratory which resulted in the identification of a bullet from the victim&#39;s head
and two bullets recovered from the car as having been fired in the revolver
recovered by Bureau Agents from a car located at the residence of Eugene Thomas,
a defendant in this case. -

SA Flach testified concerning his examination of glass fragments removed
from the recovered bullets. These fragments were compared with known specimens
obtained from the door window and windshield of the victim&#39;s car. On the basis of
this examination, SA Flach was able to testify concerning which specimens passed
through the door window and which passed through the windshield.
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Alter being advised by Mr. Belmont, I immediately called the
Attorney General audldvinedhimthatljuatwantedtoiethimknowthat
an three people were convicted in the case in Birmingham. The Attorney
General enid he was just going to call me and tell me the Bureau did 1
terri�c job not only originally but in the way the testimony went and the way
they conducted themselves and it was really a victory tor the Bureau as in
thinona, ths�ureaututtuitnntriaiinanonu. lntntodlthnnghtttmag
he the turning point. I stated the defense cnunsei had made a great issue
oi the tact that the witness  Gary Thomas Rowe! had broken his titan oath
and I thought that is insulting the intelligence of the jury and that may have
been the turning point. The Attai-may General said that he and John  Dear?!
talked over the trial and decided we oi the things which was reaii essentialY�vm that the Bureau be put iorward in this. He stated the Bureau was held

- -v kfionrud

&#39;-ei
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Quid
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Y9 I
_  it ask, inasense, tnthet-Ltatecourttriaii aumdtheyieitthewaytowinthiswas

to rely on the reputation oi the Bureau and he thought that is what wen it.
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Inspector McGovern has advised that the Federal
jury which has this case under consideration returned to the
at approximately 11:20 a. in.  Washington, D. C. time! today and informed

c�
Ynli�w -__» _.
Ilrl A-Ir-L .._...._ ..
ll:-hi ______ ____
 &#39;1&#39;-701 __._.., re
I.&#39;al|J92an _-__._
Conrad __.._._ .� .&#39;
Fl-I! _.__ _

l!A&#39;l&#39;l&#39;.; 13�/3&#39;/55 . I, - M ¢��~�
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. _-" lief &#39;

- Mr.
- Mr.

-,Mr_
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�lmonya ,/:;:f.r- �S811 &#39; W";
5&#39;  ; _

McGowan <_/- 3, i _Hines" &#39; &#39;

- 1&#39; .1 92- &#39; I  &#39;iEC&#39;.l."IQN 1.-Aws _   .  _. ,

the court that they were hopelessly deadlocked and unable to reach a
verdict. _ A i  , 92 ,_ ?- .e-1 &#39;= ,.  it r"~-&#39;

The District Court Judge advised the jurors that this was
a very" important case. He said that the presentation of the case had
been very expensive to the Government and also involved considerable
expensein the individual defendants. The court indicated that the jurors 7
had heard the testimony of approximately 50 witnesses and iniormed the
jurors in effect "you lave just begun to deliberate this matter." The &#39; � &#39;
Judge then sent them back for further consideration of the case:

é9_&#39;1�.1<>i > lite ss . .<,/1,5-�.-4.;2iE�»5.**�.! »-�= &#39;;
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NOTE: s Gary Thomas Rove,  Jr. , But-ecu finiormant A ?
who tos tied at the I-�edera1,tria1 oi 3 subject! in �

connection with the shooting of lrs. Viola Liuzzo during th.e,_
week of 11/29-12/3/65. The tr-1&1 resulted in conviction of ��
the 8 subjects, who have been sentenced to serve -10 years
each on the charges.
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HCill&#39;lt3lliil" lo Jollllson 3-
- By Carroll Kilnatriek

Iaahinnoe Pol! Ital! Int-r

AUSTIN. Tex, Dec. Ii
President Johnson aaid today
that the Nation �can take
heart� from the conviction of
three Alehemene Io!� Ll_!!!-1
�piracy in connection_ with
�the llaying of viola _G:1eu�
&#39;Liuzr.o.  L
&#39; Mr. Johnson alsoloongratu-1
laled the Federal� �otnelata
who prosecuted the case ll!�
Montgomery. Ala. &#39; -

Acting White House ores:
secret.-try .in.92- �Oh Laitln quoted�
the Preliclt-nt as suing �the;
whale ?92&#39;i�5:�:� can take heart;
iro�i the tail that there are�
thos-e&#39;fh the South who be-
lieve in justice in racial mat-
ter: and were determined not
to stand for act; oi violence
and terror."

Laitin qtlrl the President.
lelephmu-tl Atlnrnty General�
lNicholn< dell. Katmnbaeh and
�made the comment to him.

Mr. .lnl92nsnu aim Mid the�
I_A_ii,e1rnr 92 Hvneral, Llilirt laid.
ilhgl /92.==.i&#39;ianl Attorney Gl&#39;l&#39;I&#39;
era! John Duar,&#39;wta: handled

�Ute pl&#39;u!Ct&#39;lllIOl1 along with

. ;1eae-nl 929292t~�i9292I1�t&#39; men in n tel

�;Ben Hnrdrman, the U n lted
.Stalee Allorney In llontgonr
&#39;l&#39;r1. and the FBI here �lo be
ieongralulnled on the success-92
liul COlt �i92l5l &#39;D Di �If 0033911�-
|acy trial." e
1 A civil ri:_:hts worker lrorn
.Mlcl1i;:-an. Mre�-I.-lune was
lkillmi early thin gear on the
highway helvrccn Selma and

];&#39;| !|&#39;|92_gr92tI1l"l&#39;_92&#39;rI".l.�f¬pII&#39;|.jC1PIt&#39;
iml in thr nttitth bl! "Onl-
IIOMPI}. 1 , -&#39;
I The Pu-<itIt-nl luatlc the
urlulnnl lI&#39;ilIliIlH &#39;l"l1&#39;92l�l&#39;1l oi II�-

n~92-I:-rel I-tail-um-nl Il�0lI&#39;l the

- i&#39;C0Tn"icli011siu Alilb�f�ifi�
c .

to have worked most oi� the
day It his desk following an
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$UBJE¢T= TELEGRAM FROM PRESIDENT I ~
LYNDON B. JOHNSON g A

. I -

. The Director received the attached telegram dated December 4,
1965, from the President at the temporary White House in Johnson City, Teias.
The telegram reads "My congratulations to you on the successful conclusion of
the U. S. vs. Eaton, Thomas, and Wilkins case. The work which you and the
Bureau did in preparing this case for trial in conducting the necessary investi-
gations, I am sure, made possible this victory ior justice. Lyndon B. Johnson." ¥ n

Pursuant to my conversation with the Director this morning
there is attached a copy oi our acknowledgment of this telegram which was
approved by the Director and reads as ioiiows "it was typicaiiy thoughtiui of �
you to extend congratulations regarding the Eaton, Thomas and Wilkins case. &#39;
I am very gratbiul to you for your continued ialth and confidence in the FBI�s ,
handling oi its responsibilities in this field. I am taking great pride in passing �
your iine message on to the many FBI personnel who tenaciously and patiently
handled this matter. J. Edgar Hoover." _ _ i

Mrs. Stegall at the White House advised that there are no
facilities in either Austin or Johnson City ior delivering telegmams to the LBJ _ .
ranch. She stated all telegrams sent to either oi these cities are sent back to - �
the White House and they put them on the direct line to the little White House at ,
the LBJ ranch. She stated that this handling is much faster and accordingly, .
a copy at the attached telegram was delivered personally to Mrs. Stegall at - g  .
approximately 10:20 a. m. and she assured that it would be sent to the President "
immediately. � - &#39; i � A
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cqwn. � Departmental Attorney, Selma, Alabama� , J § .�
&#39; - U. S. Attorney, Montgomery, Alabama &#39;

we»-�ea 7 � on moelw -Q f L &#39; kt: ,.Duh: uecernber 9, 1905 &#39; i . � 1»

Flclcl Office Fill I:  _ lumen Fill It
Tllk: EUGENE moms, ET AL; &#39; . ,{.. .- -A &#39;

VIOLA cnecc LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS - c ,.,.-.
Id V . � - - J?� I- .

1. - - &#39;.P &#39;W. . ,  __ _&#39;_ ,3,-"0..- _ ll .  .&#39;_.."&#39;l.-
<1-=e~= CIVIL RIGHTS; EL-EGIICN news V ._ g **�~  _ &#39; &#39;

- g_-w-- v I "J! �

5rws=Ih= Subjects THOMAS, EATON, and WIHCIINS tried in USDC, Mont-
gomery, ,Ala., during week beginning 11/29/65 through �12 3/65. -
Federal �ery reached verdict of guilty as charged 12/3 65,
anigl eachz-of thefiabove three subjects sentenced to period of-c
ten years in custody of the Attorney General. On 12/ll/65 "
s�bjectbreleased from Montgomery County Jail on $10,000
qgpeal bond agfdefense attorney appealing case to FifthCircuit Court,_5f Appeals./� � S
.. .-., é {fez it .¢5."  "&#39;2 �-P�}&#39; V� _ &#39; 1?? &#39;

DETAILS: 0&#39; er-ember 7 1965, U. s. Mar-sha1_Iwb�ontgomery, Alabama, advised subjects
THOMAS, EATON, and WILKINS were tried in U. S. Pistrict__ _
Court, Montgomery, during the week of November 29, 193¬,,-KfI;&#39;
through December 3, 1965. A Federal Jury returned a r4"�"&#39;
dict of guilty as charged, violation of Section 241, &#39;
Title 18, U. S. Code, against all three subjects on c
December 3, 1965. On December 3, 1955, U. S. District

, Judge FRANK H. JOHNSON, J&#39;H., Middle District Of Alabama,
sentenced each of the three subjects to a term of ten
years in custody of the Attorney General. .-"

Defense Attorney ARTHUR J. HANES stated at - .
the time or sentencing he intended to appeal the conviction -.
in this case to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in New
Orleans, and Judge JOHNSON continued bonds on the abovettiree subjects of $10,000 each. - � * �  &#39;
I Q � J

-. a &#39; , .
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On December H, 1965, all subjects were re-leased from custody at the Montgomery County Jail, Mont-
gomery, Alabama, after posting 10,000 appeal bonds each.
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EUGENE THOMAS 7 Q 1
CIVIL RIGHTS

JR
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On 3/?5/B5, Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO died as a result of gunshot
wounds received that date in Lowndes County, Ala., while en
route from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. LIUZZO had partici-
pated in a civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, A1a.,3421-25/55. Investigation determined COLLIE LEROY HILKINS, JR., �

LLIAM ORVILLE EATON, and EUGENE THOMAS had conspired to&#39;
commit actions depriving Mrs. LIUZZO of her civil rights.

DI�-E Ind Place of "924i¢&#39;MM: I-I/6/65, USDC, Montgomery, Alabama
CI Information �ied: 2

¢

Code and lic�on under whirl: charged: U. S. COCIE, Titlé 18, Section  2
Suction usnder&#39;i:921ich M?l&#39;lk&#39;l&#39;l &#39;u-d: Se g tion 2111 _ 92

Dale Ind nature of plan:  not  _

Dal-e and place of conviction:  USDC, F[Qf1�{;gQmeI&#39;y, Alaba�la
�.

B�ewddw�wnd-w-w= 12/3/E5; ten years in custody of Attorney General

Finns: None _ y
. �,5 V __, y

Aggmvnling ct litigating circumnmuu G  &#39; &#39; ~

There are no known mitigating circumstances.
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earns LEROY wmcms, JR. K
CIVIL RIGHTS

A

Outline of Offense? WW &#39; &#39;

On 3/25/E5, Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO died as a result of gunshot
Hounds received that date in Loendee County, A1a., while en
route from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. LIUZZO had partici-
pated in a civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, A1a.,
942105/65. Investigation determined COLLIE LEROY WI.LICI§S, -13., G

I-LIAM ORVILLE EATON, and EUGENE THOMAS had conspired tgj . A . �
commit actions depriving Hrs. ITUZZO of her ciyil rights.

Date and place of Indiclrnenl; it/6/65 , USDC , Montgomery, Alabama
I lnlorncllon filed: E

I
.1

Coduundnc�on lmderwi_1i_cl&#39;lchm&#39;|ad: U. S. Code, Title 18, Section 2141 1
soeflon under which Ienl-cnced: Se c ti on 211 1 �92 _

Date and mm of pl»: 11/&#39;5/&#39;65; not guiity

Date Ind place of conviction:   , Montgomery, Alabama _
F

Date and duration oflonlcnce: 12,/3/65; ten years in custody oi� Attorney General
H»: None L

. . s -

Allrlvllllll  I Iiligding clrcvuncsull &#39;  ii,.

There are no known mitigating circumstances.
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CLVLL RIGHTS
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I�: -92 I,-op I/&#39;|� an no-r192&#39;r 1 J92r92�I"92rIn|n -I--I-erg-In-nr92 -- _ - _ - - .-
un J/zp/op, Mrs. VLULH unnuu LLULLU died as a result or gunshot
wounds received that date in Lowndes County, Ala., while en
route from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. LIUZZO had partici-
pated in a civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala-,
3/21-25/65. Investigation determined WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 1? -
EUGENE &#39;mom92s, and COLLIE LEROY wmcms had conspired to E�
commit actions depriving Mrs. LIUZZO of her civil rights

D8�! Il�d Pl�rrr Of lnii�mwl:  USDC, Montgomery, Alabama
 I Information filed:

0

92é1
.1

Cbdounducilon we» which charged: U, S, Code, Title 18, Section 2111 �
Section under which sentenced: Secti on 2141 � a �

Dlle Ind nlltre of plea:  ]&#39;!Ot

Date and place of conviction:  USDC, Montgomery, Alabama

DMeuMdw�hnd92unnmn 12/§/F5; ten years in custody of Attorney General

Fines: N One &#39;_
L .

_A_;ge92n_ILig L! yang!-lg eiree-eeaeeeees !

There are no known mitigating circumstances.
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1 - U. S. Attorney, Montgomery, Alabama �
1 - Departmental Attorney James Turner,&#39;Montgomery
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EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL:
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; -
ET AL - VICTIMS

Chnuhn CIVIL BIGHES; ELECTION LAWS

Srnuh

Erfortg to identify Army Major at ervice St n,
Montgomery, Ala., 3/25/65 negative. k
part-time employee of American Service ation on xter

e re ortedly not known as "GENE."cm Alabame FD dis erse rou o w e
and Negro men

fort]-&#39;10

attempted to atop

or this

Copy of

rs! !!ptist Church, Selma, 3/25/65
negative. Service records or subjects THOMAS and EATON set

B rye 1 P 3 P
at American Service Station on Dexter Avenue,

/25/65, in rly aft on. Bac round QJ

S
.!I?

was told by two 5
on U. S. Highwayraig AFB that

em Stateh . 3
information to �

ransmiesion not loca
report of accident oc c mm-tate Highway 65 10.3 miles north of Prattville &#39; S

0 ,men were injured, obtained irom
Efforts to determine if 3
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, a vised that a
major in the Alabama Nationalchec

Guard by the name of GIBSON.
7%  dvised that deecriptive data concern-

ing reonne n e abama National Guard is of no value
unless the name is known, and the fact that a person in
6&#39; 2" tall with red hair is of no value in locating National
Guard personnel. _
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�;.>- : Is recalls that en hour er ten erter the marchers
&#39;_ 11:6 reached the sspltol ares on Dexter Avenue, pmbebly in
e the Qsrly afternoon, he was in the vicinity of the American
-ii Iervlos ststlen located about tea blocks from the cspltel - .
_ T building on the north si�e or Dexter Avenue, when he observed .
4  s group er eppruintely rear or rive legre sen and another
u

1; were exchsnging insults end harsh some sad it appeared tn &#39;
ltiltheyeeresboutteengsgelnsflght. lewsntoverto

&#39;  2 this group, e eompsnied b mu: policemen, believed
1 * e by his to and onle be1,... �émm�k� -~=~~==-=

; igroup er four or �ve rough-looung shite sen gather-ed;es IQ
., the corner or the service station sraperty. These two groups

-A break it ares. th the Iegm and shits I
- _ ~_ groups immediately salted any in eirfersnt directions and  " "-

- &#39; as further trouble was observed at that vicinity by 11.1.1, Ag1- &#39;_ ,
though there were numerous people ninlng shout, but notrg ~ .»
Qencrvntins in slwss. V _

1* �ststed this incident res merely Q51."-4&#39; :
nu ,by not receive s esll and no one sent .

te this ares for this specirie incident --; I. 92
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mo ticht nu inns: at 7:50 p.n., In-on 25, 1965
to loam: 1. warm. 31m an Iorml hrkuay, Ghicago,
niimn, for lpcoding. The tiara: nu annual alum: I110
alt or Sela on I. I. lighny 80.. Tho nhiclc lair; drlwn
In c 1961 Yolhmsu bu nan nnmu licanlo mgam. -
Ibo tieknt was ligned by ncmlm LLYIIIIGI. Ibo ticht in
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7  mum State �lrooperl, tee D
if

interv a _be.m Polite lcadeng, Iontgoonx-y,V _
where he val attending eohool. E lt�d he il etteohel &#39;j&#39;
eith the ileben State Troepere at Oneonte, Alabama, out
or the Birninghaa Division or the nebena Btete &#39;.I&#39;roopere,

nu-nieaee the rolleeim intonation: - -

Q but 25, 1965 he eu on epeoial aeeignnent
in Seine, natele. In the early .&#39;ll.I.ghtti:le or that date, he
III petmliing at the Ilallae County - Immdea County line
vicinity, when two Ien, driving a Corvette convertible stopped
and talked to bin. Ie etated tbeee lea identified tbemelvea
an being etteohed to Graig Air Ibree Base, Selma, lleban,
and rere oedete tr-on lone foreign country, the identity or

a Iegre nan atending in the highway about three eilee back

� hie area, apparently ettenptim to atop then. They llllolt
hit thie lea and bed te Iverve te hep from hitting him.

not eee anyone else erolmé and enepeoted he night
to rot thee, but ateted there �Ill a poaeit�it;

an involved in an aooident. - _ - �

. _ i .

- Ie radioed the Belle Btete 15-oopere poet end e_
to:-niehed this into:-nation to thee and then proceededkehbut
three eilea east toward Iontgonery on I�. 8. lights: B0, but

_ " eeeing nothixq unusual, he returned to his poet oi� anigneumt
end continued pat:-ollirg in the area oi� the county line. In
about rive to ten einutee he heard a dilpetch en hie redie
te the erteot that there had been a shooting in the lane
general area there the een had reported eeeing the Iegro;
therefore, he pzvoeeeded immediately te the vicinity or 01-eig
Air Poroe Bose, where he epotted the eonvertible with thehe �n in it and atopzed then. II had then repeat the
intonation to hie, yo then to exhibit their identification

_ eerde, tron Ihieh he eopied their nanee, which I-ere

which he does net recall. These aen told hie they had oheervel

ton:-e Iootgonery on I. I. I131-may 80, end the sen nae raving -
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Leeident investigation It lumber  ,Ioeetlen of accident, 10$ men north 01� 7-  7
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I Ihtentete 65= Lies tee; n_0_1&#39;t!l_ 9! !_nt!r;Qe$1é9.&#39;f
 of I. 8. Iighny 31 and Interstate 65. &#39;+ "

Tbe eceident ceouind en �lhuredey, In-eh 25,at 10:00 p.n. the ear involved ne e 1965 Ye 1-. laden ?
8 SID�&#39;  IL poi ! regeete  Ever ru driving at e speed or 85 IJJOI

en hour rhea e tire blew out, eeueing her to Ion control
Ind I&#39;ll 1&#39;1� th-I rum! nd turn nvnv 1&#39;!-an Ilnnnrlim an-01 1»-A

i_

�3_..&#39;_
3.
[-

" _$
c-4|�n n �� i - &#39; i Q V v&#39;85 -manner an-w nu ---.-2%�,-1| __-

- &#39; year old Iegre :3�:-, recs A
-A ""- - old legro female, received brains
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verify that a

detailed information as to the movement or a vehicle, and if

"1-J-I " 1-
.&#39;- p.

truck was l

< .

, - &#39;1�?c-92_�~:¥ &#39;- I . -� "&#39; :2
&#39; s--rr- -9� ._92-.-"1&#39;;

on Eovember-22; 1965; at

no possibly way to __

r33_f&#39;&#39; &#39; 1&#39;37?

5- -it "&#39;- 0 &#39; . - -&#39; - ¢ A-I. -_
� -- �:5 44-1245 zegp .&#39; ;;_=,;- 5.; 1
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&#39;3 &#39;1.� � The  t1gat10n val conducted by
Sneoial A�oat= r at

i

I

-__.o< W
coated at: the corner or Lawrence

Street in Selma, Alabama, on March 25, l965= �rhey pointed
out that trip tickets are only maintained a period of 60 days
to show movement of vehicles in any particular area.

The trip tickets which are kept by the Armory and
the Rational Guard units at the present time do not require

a unit noted on the trip ticket, "to downtown area," this
would fulfill existing regulations and it could mean any
area in Selma.

Q

_ &#39;-A i� "" T-1. " , a -, _*4 . &#39; -

&#39;9292 .

92
_9292 �92-..

 &#39;f�-- �-{-�-7- _ . _.

"&#39; They concluded that they have no personal re-
collection of any 6X6 truck being assigned to the area or
the churches - First Baptist Church and Brown&#39;s Chapel AME
Ghumh = on .�-iau!oh 25, 1965.
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unit to which it was assigned. r_ _____ __._..._..
that no record was maintained o t areas of the
various unite or military police, vhioh were assigned to the

1 Pthe number on the 6 X 6 truck, w c -- een obaerved in
Selma, were lmown, there vnuld be no wa orb ermine thei ...m.... .,M..,.?
march rrom Selma to Montgomery. ~ J
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tion. " The decision as to accepting-_ the settlement outlined _

his Rowe&#39;s alone. - ,_-his .. - .. I -
.�-�_;�-- &#39; ~ _ .

- 8ince&#39;-the employment oi Matt Hurphy in this instance
was in iurtherance oi Rowe&#39;s position as an informant, ii� &#39; .
Rowe requests that the Government provide him the necessary,

. tunds to _hand.1e.the settlement as outlined by IL:-. Johnston,
" you will furnishisuch Iund�. _-._-3-_=, A _ . " -. _   "_

Q -. _ r
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; &#39; letter addressednto Hr. Johnston, with a copy to SAC, San
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7 letter to llr. Johnston. u,-1 s - � &#39;-
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The Attorney General i� ,7 I . _ December 29, IYBB-*
. &#39; 0 -

Director, FBI� &#39;

Q
suomn: -rooms, ET AL; ,
mas. vlominozzo, emu. - VICTIMS
CIVIL RIGHTS

.&#39;

-51541�. DeL0a.ch  _ 7

- MP.  &#39;  .

-Mr. Malleyn-/4 ,1-Mr." Hin

7 Gory Thomas Rowe, who testified for the Government in
connection with the shooting oi Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County,
Alabama, March 25, 1965, has been contacted pursuant tothe V. -
request of Mr. Kimon Zachoa, your Special Assistant, on �-�� "�?_"�f""* "-7;
December 23, 1965, that we determine from Rowe whether or not 4.
he would be willing to appear before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities. &#39; i &#39;
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*  SAC, San Francisco �4-609! -

From: �Di:-ector, FBI �4-28601!

THOMAS, ET AL; &#39;-
_ Jnom muzzo, AKA, ET AL - vrc-mas .

_ 4 _ Be San Francisco airtel dated 12-30-65
, - B

identi�able with
can be located tor
the Identification

1 - Birmingham �4-1236! in£o!92�
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UNITED STATES CGERNMENT _
Memorandum

DATE: -  -t _
- 0

T0 = DeLoach  - - _�

~ &#39; " _ &#39; - Mr. DeLoach
rnom =A. osen �Mn R°5en

E C 0
5��JE°T= EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. _

3 A/I_11S.__v1oLA�i:.1uzzo,nA1<A. ET AL. - worm E I
gal," CIVIL moms . E .

5-1

I .

. As you are aware, Chief Marshal James McShane initially
appointment with Mr. DeLoach at 3:00 P. M. on l/4/ 66 which he _ _
keep. His secretary subsequently called and stated that McSha.ne had_¥ound -E -
it necessary to confer with the House Committee on Un-American " #3� E �
Acitivities and that he would make an appointment for the morning of &#39; ,1 _
L/5. "

For your information, this appointment was made; however,

Delnoch
Bohr ii
Casper ii
Callahan i_
COMIII ii
Fall _._._____4-in-Gal

n
&#39;

T |
. TI er__.._.i

In&#39; � T..T_"&#39;_
i-p

&#39;
T

- Mr. Malley _ __
- Mr. McGowan _.  ~ ,.&#39;_;;¢/

1- Mr. Hines ,_� M T.» [

to ,5

&#39; Mt.-Shane again failed to keep the appointment. On the afternoon of I/5/66
at 2:45 P. M. , Jack Cameron of McSha;1e&#39;s office called on MrHand told him McShane was home

l "&#39; &#39; &#39;&#39; zmid CONTINUED - OVER _
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&#39;�&#39;°�i"=Hm�_.:&#39;_ ; : � OONlMl�l�l&#39;EE ON UN-AMERICAN ACl&#39;lVlll&#39;l-3 - &#39;4
-i i u:ncu|ure1-nu " &#39; _ I�

"I&#39;92¬I I II�� Iv-I�_ ,.,-..¢.�:~..-t�m�..:*&#39;� *  January 1, 1966, &#39; _ &#39;
&#39; . l <�u &#39; . h

Honorable John Edgar Hoover
Director &#39;

The Federal Bureau of
Department of -Justiee
Washington, D. C.

Investigation _

Dear Hr. Hoover: _ _ _ . -

&#39;i am writing to {�r-ess. the strong interest of the Committee"
in interviewing §__8_}&#39;_92L_Ih1Jm.a.5.-B-cue. Jr., former Federal Bureau of Investi-gation informant 1&#39;.�n"&#39;E11e�|Itii&#39;l:&#39;j�-S�RTans of America, Realm of Alabama.

I am advised that Rowe has indicated comnlete willingness
to be interviewed by members o the Committee&#39;s staff,.slthough he has 7 _
expressed the view that, as of now, he is not inclined to testify before.it in public or private sessioii. A:/&#39; �J _ _92 g &#39; &#39;

s my request that�92_P�nilip nannel, in invg_stig_ator _fo_r_, the!---"
Ccnnmittee, be permitted to interview Mr. Rove st a filace other than  &#39;
Hr. Rowe&#39;s current residence, and&#39;~-preferably in Los Angeles, _§_a_l_i_f9gi_a_,____
It would be most helpful to the Committee if the meeting c*.11d take place

�.-

next Monday, January 10, at the I-iayfl-92ower Hotel, 531 �Southiirand, ; _ A 1;�. Hf

.Los Angeles. . 92 u£H"�H,__ P:  t /
For security purposes, I have had reservst _ 64:1 at the hotel

for that date in the name of Hr. Manuel and Mr. Louis ussel ; anothere
staff investigator. I-Iitb !l.r= Ewe registeri .ET&-.?éf 2-&#39;.r.$2.ue
his presence should go unnoticed. The Committee, of course, will bear the �
expense of lit. Rowe&#39;s travel to, and stay in, Los Angeles. _

If these arrangements meet with your approval and are agreeable
to Hr. Rowe, i would appreciate your having a member of your staff so

� &#39; _i notify Hr. Donald 1�. Appell, Chief Investigator of the Oonrnittee, so that
lit. Manuel can snake arrangements to be in California by noon on Monday.
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I: ;�..n..� �u -. �I :| &#39;~"- N&#39;.&#39;- Honorable John Edgy aver " � l
. -2- _

-&#39;0.

� January 7, 1966

&#39; May I take this opportunity to again thank you for the vonderful
. sp cooperation which you and your Department have always diaplayedhc -.-

t d the Committee on Ungamerican Activities, and particularly to ac � _
-as s current chairman. ~ -_ . - � y &#39; _ r-u- l

� &#39; l with kind oersonal regardi, I am 7

i Sincerely yourc,

<55//~&#39;/J~@+/"
Edwin E. Willis &#39;.
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