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GENERAL INVESTIGA(’y/"" DIVISION 0O
The informant is Gary . o.uas Rowe
who furnished information leading to the ! e

arrest of subjects charged with the murder "
of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo. : \
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® UNITED STATES GO 'MENT
L] - \/ DoLoot.'i-.—.—
Canper ————
Memorandum QF" am—
Fell
- Gale
TO : Mr. Belmont paTE: May 20, 1965 P"“" m-f_-
] ’ - Tml:
t o ow g 1 -« Mr. Belmont Eﬁfﬁ;::
FROM : _A, Rﬂ§§ﬂ’ 1 « Mr, Rosen Y Hotmesp
— ' 1l « Mr, Malley oy
1 - Mr. lcGowan '
SUBJECT: EUGEN§ THOLAS, ET AL; l - Mr, Hines s
VIOLA ‘L1U.Z0, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS R 1 2
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAVS IJQ,‘E-‘
Gary Thomaabnpwe, our informant who furnished JA
dnfarmaddnn ddonmbd fodonon $hn nolbdoandm acemam o i Y . -
AAVA KM VAWV AUTUHLVLLYALE LUT DUUTVLD Lt«'byuuﬂ.lulc 100 vn&
hootin o v

iola Liuz n Lowndes Count Alabama ? -

vuring fpril, 1965, Howe was returned to Alabama to teSttry {/\
against svbjects before Federal and state grand juries and ~

on 5/3/65 he was returned to Alabama to testify in the state |
murdey triaol of subject Collie Leroy Wilkins. Since the trial,

which copoluded with a hung jur h" £
o

: accompanle y =
11mingham Office who was handling the informan

of the _
the timc he furnished the initial information identifying w\
the subiccts in this case, It was felt necessary that iV
SA accompany him during the crucial period of his
appearances before the grand juries and at the state murder

trinl '|n nrdor +a dmecniroe hia neatondtinm amd #a mndmdadn
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effective control over him, _ -

L N

— !t is not anticipated that his testimony I
-will be necded in Alabama before the retrial of Wilkins or
the ipitial trials of the other two subjects Eugene Thomas
and William Orville Eaton which are tentatiwely“Spheduled for
September and October, 1965, L p
§ G 0/ =

OBSERVATIUNS: S RECTI9 O MAY 26 1955

oy ut

and we have ircccived no indication tha e 18

any immcdiate peérsonal darrcr, it does not appear necg__sa&/

at he be accompanied at n'l times by an Agent.
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- TRUE COPY

- Dear Mr. Hoover:

Your comments and letter have been very muc ' 'F
appreciated. Our history class was very ha
to rececive your comments which were very helpful in helping

us draw conclusions.

We under;tand why you can't give us more infor-
mation, and we were surprised that you could tell us as much
as you did. We realize your position and are glad you answered

as you did

wEAwa

We certainly don't want to be too time consuming--
and if we are, don't bother with us, we understand; but we have
more questions! Living in Alabama, we realize that we are looked
down on by many--especially those in the North. Still we want to
Isee justice done, and that's why I want to question you on the' Liuzzo . -

Case and FBI-man, Rowe. Is this really an FBI agent, and was this
an attempt to infiltrate the Klan? It seems like a good idea, if Rowe

ARAR AL A TAVW LA ARaiien = ab DT T dsied Akt &K YW e SRy = S

is what he says he is. (This is what I wonder about. ) Another thing

I'm interested in is the U. K. A., and that's why 1 enclosed the . ;
newspaper clipping; some of the issues in it raise questions. What !, /
do you think about KKK and the others? Answer as you see fit, AN
and thanks again! ,

Sincerely,

hre
o 44 200/ 3!

21 MAY 25 1965
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R W &5
* ...»lmony of an accomplhire,
’ The state claimed Rowe's Ieslimony w  .acked up
RV 'm obit- by a numher of FBI agents and a state irooper who ap— l
. pears<—5 Witnesses. : -
Rowe was the man who broke the case within bours t *
of the time Mra. Lluzzo, a civil rights worker Irom Detroit,
was shot as she ferried marchers between Montgomery and
Scima.
2 lle _had joined_the Klan (ive years ago_to_spy for
the FBI._He was in the killer’s_car_whep._the_slaying took A
* piace, he sald
It was Rowe's teslimony that put into Wilkins' hand
the gun that fired the fatal bullet as two cars sped through
Lhe night.
His testimony also- put Klansmen Eugene Thomas and
William Orville Ealon in the car as participants. These twg
men will be tried later. '
A __@tshon for the jury was whcther Rowe himsell was
in on_the killlag “Heé_testified he didnt fire his gun.
The racial aspects of the slaying were woven through-

mi the cace, Murnhu showed Mpre, Liuzrzo io be 2 member

of the NAACP and SNCC a_wnman_who parlicipated ip the -
Selma to Montgomery _march, and_a while woman who

was drlvu;lgL A_car with a_ Negro_boy_in_the front seat on | A4

the night of her death.

Yie showed the FBI as a group striving 10 _‘‘break the
hack of_the United Klans of Amecrica.™

Slale prosecuters Circuit Snlicitor Arthur Gamble Jr.,
Counly Solicilor Perdue, and Joseph Ganlt of Lhe state
aftorney-genctral's office told the jury they knew prejudice
. was 3t the hcart of the case.
J They_plgaded for_““fintice™_ in Lowrdes County gnd &
m verdiel _ l.hat_.nnmd_,_rcﬂoct r:cnh[ on_ihe_coupty and the
e Sfate of AJabama_in the eycs of the-world.
> The case was covercd by some 4¢ newsmen [rom ciies
in the U.S. and abroad in the sciling of a country courlhouso
decp in Alabama, !
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May 25, 1965

Your letter of May 18th, with enclosure,
has been recelved.

In reeponse to your inquiry, I would like to
point out that Ga.ry Thomas Rowe furnlshed information to this
Bureau for which he was compensated; uGWéVér, he was
not a Cpecial Agent. Since litigation in the case to which you

. referrd has not been concluded, I am sure you will understand

why it is not possible for me to comment as you desire. *

As I pointed out in my prior letter, information
In our files must be maintained as confidential. However,
general backgrcund information concerning the organization you

minnkl~

- J— e TV I R
jritagf 14 el h.d can w fuuud i Thc FBi Siury" uy D(Jﬂ Whiteheau

which may be available in your school or local library.

B . Enclosed is sonie material which lhope you and
your c'nssmates will [ind of interest,
j MuLD A Sincerely yours,
Lty MAY 2 5 1935 1. Edgar Hoover /
VV U COMM.FBI p
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0. i
3 §
FBI |
i
Dagte: 5/21/65 :
|
Transmit tha following in 1 s :
o (Type in plain text or code) : r
Via __ ATRTEL AIR IiATL j'i e
o {Pnonly) i
e e o e e | I o
t/) : DIRECTOR, FBI (/4#"-23501) A
FROM:  SAC, HOUSTON (100-10146)(C)
)
SUBJECT: VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0 - DECEASED
LACIAL MATWERS; -
HITERNATL SECURTTY - C
E: Burcau letter to Houston, 5/10/65.
As directed in referenced Por ntfor, HOQ§ton

has cg@nmuood the phoberrori ~0
rceclved Srom D,
confirm:-' "nn ol
that of

persens ©oue Lot ea,

BRI wtosraph with
alza, has been made., These two
N

and lf]F:I)

™ o Ehen d

Troanention of ol™d

othnr

€3 Burcon (AR

T - albrreceme (]’moi AT} (i)

IRyl

e} = Detioil (Infoz(hn
nr)

1 - Hobi1l: (Info){AM)
2 - Homoton

1 - 10N-10145)

1 - 100-1500)

.

JE(. s

(")

L . R REQLAR:
}. ’ /‘{\
\. Approved: FAV) Sent

Spécfd‘} Aqent in Charge

-; —'\-' -TW"“’“W
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.o CNEFED STAVES GO~ XNMENT : el T - - | MriDelich _
k/ - h . . ; Nr? Casper
i Mr. Callatan_
N, Memorand.m | ke, Conrd -
| A ‘ Mr. Pelt___.
| : : . Mr. Gale
70 : Director, FBI {44-28601) DATE: §-11-65 |M 2
| tention: Crime Records Division B S ok
mowg ]SAC Birmxngham (44-1236) \ 7 {d-.r;ot:r:
C4 Riss Holmea_
B b 4 ﬁr(' Miss Gandy _
supjecT: EUGENE 'I'IIOHAS; ET AL; : \ V E——
VIOLA LIUZZ0, akag ET AL - VICTIHS

: ) s A gat
CR = EFL v, lf’_,:klg- Lle-?0s0 VLowa i/:f )l }'!L‘I/‘

] Remyairtel 5-5-65 settinp out information,%gggéébf i

regarding the request of 'WIL

prevare articles and possiblv a novel concerninp the
activities of GARY THOMAS ROWE, Jr., Bureau informant
reparding ¥Xlan activities., - .

On 5-10-65 mmm’afdﬁb)intm called me. "@
from New York.and stated he had been in contact with :

"The Saturday Evening Post" in New York Citv. He

stated that during those contacts he had determined that

JIMMY BRESLIN, "New York Herald Tribune,™ (whom he

Idescmbed as an excellent writer), had been trying to
i"peddle RPOYWE's story to !The Saturday Evening Post,'"

!HUIF stat2d that he also understood that other writers -
may be trv1ng to "peddle ROWE'g storv. and that, in -3
his opinion, it would be a "sad mistake" for ROWE to @f"

deal with anv writer until hzq services as a Covernment ot
witness have been completed in full, 4IUIT expressed .&

the orinion that if it becomes publicly known that . !

ROWE is dealing with writers repardinp his storv, '

such information might deopardize his effectiveness

as a witness in any future trial. ‘e .

= LS S == T
.

No information whatsoever was furnished AT *E '*'*.
- land he was advised that his call would be made a matter |
of record.,

The above has been submitted for the Bureau's
information.
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UNITED STATES GO'Y"  NMENT - M. Tolsoi
) B Mr, Belme
Mr nhr
Memorandum B
ape
Mr, Call‘:ﬂ
Mr. Co
IRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) DATE:  5/26/65 | Mr. Far.
\ Attn: Training Division Mr. Gale_
FROM X ' :L:?ﬁ?
. . t ¥
}Q(Dgac, DETROIT (44-643) M. “Ealin
- Mr. Tl"ﬂtl
. Tele, Lron
SUBJECT: EUGENE THO?‘AS ’ET AL’ .- “ltl Huln
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka, ET AL -~ VICTIMS A Miss Gand
CIVIL RIGHTS -~ ELECTION LAWS
e
For Bureau information only, please find enclosed
herewith & newspaper clipping from the Athens Daily Post
of Athens, Greece, of the Friday, nay 7, 1965, edition
concerning 1natlnt trial.,
his was forwvarded to SA
” 8 personal acquaintance o bt
who 1s currenlly traveling abroad. d
his continuing adnirationrot the Difector and thought
that the enclosed nevspap?r‘clipping might be of interest, )
Appreciation ha&\‘been expressed to— _ /
2 - Bureau (Enc, 1) Ei'CJS o , :
l - petroit 1
RHS:B21
(3)
> LY
\\.\
| 7
- S & w#- M 3
: -~ ‘\:_» @ e —— Y b 2 -
i R - ¢ 9.
¢ ' 21 MAY-28 165
i -
J_UN 11 13?’.';'? U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ’ [/

R— ——
5*-“'"‘ "-“" "v"‘ - ..-“ !.._;dn"nbc ...F\!.
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{Mount Clipping In $pace Below)

Ju Klux Klansman - R

l 1 A ‘11 . ? .
n = Alobama™ Trial !
HAYNEVILLE, Aloboma, May | Mrs. Violet Liuzzo after four days A
6 (UPl) — An oll . white jury. | of dromatic  teslimony.
that heord the defense accuse the | Defensze otty, Matl Murphy spent lIndicate page, nome ol
- 1 lgtotes stor witness of beng o | one hour ond seven minutey beto newspaper, city and state.)
« white nigger », todoy, began |re the pry pleoding for the free
deliverating the fote of Klu Klux ?_om of hizv client, 2?!-yeor-old
Kiousmen chofiged with murde- | Collie Leroy Wilking,

! L ring Cetroit civil rights workers Mousphy spent much of ris time _____?__ Athens Dail’ Pos
denouncing Gory Thomas Rowe, Athens, Greece
the FBl informont who testfiet{ ~ - - - - - -

Jhe sow Wilking leon from o spee-

jding cor and fire the shots that

bkilled Mrs, LUiuzzo,,

% Rowe ollegediy intiltrcted the

Klon. He soid he wos with Wil-

king ongd two other Kignimen the

night Mrs. Loiuzzo wos shot gs she - .

- oht{ o negro, Leroy Mowon, 21,
drove along o boare  stretch of
Al o highway the night of

Murch 25, o tew hours gher the -
Seimo-to-Montgomery chvil righls
Morch ended. A
i . Reffering to Rowe, Murphy os-
; | ked the jury : « whot kind of e

lmonishe?o‘sheu white man or
is he a while nipger ?»
« What king oy men is g who
comes into ¢ iroternal crgonization ’
1 {the kion by hook or crook, tokes
the socred ooth) ong sees  his soul
for D pieces of silver ?»

He disregarded Tcd ». .
Are you dealing with the de- Date: 5/1/65
vil fhimself ?s « con you believe Edition:
s mon, ftreocterons o8 o Author:
roitesnoke, who would sell  hi .
sou. for g little bit of gold ? »f. Edior: ¥
. & He held himself ouf o be Title:
© white mon, but he's worse thor
o white migagr ». . ]
’ - —— Charactet:
or

Classificatisn: R
Submittiag Offiice: Petroit

el [C] Being Inveatiqated |
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ANTLINL AL ANV Lo L h Y L LAY ALY O

Paul Johnston is the attoiney who is ' _
representing the informant as a result of ‘ ‘
arrangements made Ly the Department. :
Matt Murphy, Klan attorney who re:resents
the three sugfacts, has sued the informant
for $6000 legdl fees for allegedly represent-
ing one day
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- DIRFCTOR, FBI1 5/27/65
- _ ‘ ) " - . : ) 3 )
SAC, BIRMINGHAM o _ ,? ;fi,:‘

AR

LY EOCD, CALTY opnIk™

LESEARCH (conm:aponnmcz AND TOURS)

ReBulet 5/21/&5.'_ T Yol

- f 3

Motter deacribed in Bureau letter 5/12/68 to tr. n (

, copies,to Dirmipghom snd Ban Francisco, was discusmed =
with GARY 1!103-_!_:'\_§me by Inspector JOSEFH A. BULLIVAN 5/26/65.

POVE stated he rewnri‘gw’} propoul in the same ‘
light ss that grade by WILLIAR ORD WU}, He has no interes
in contacling RO88 or in having any commercikl exploitatlon ot ‘
his activities as an 1ntormant for:- the FBI.;ikﬂ € dime L
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o Q O -
FEDERAL _JUREAW.OF INVE TIGATION

-mTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
~ MOBLIE. - MOBILE 5/25/65 -4/20-5/19/65
TITLE Of CAsi ] RERCAT MADC BY - im
- s» . | | /e
. E[E}ENE THOHAS‘ . — s B
EE® AL: CHARACTER OF CASE 7
VIOLA GR“GO LIUZZO, akea; o
LEROY JLNOME MOTON - VICTIMS CR - EL
A
*
REFERENCE: Report of SA - at Mobile datea h7e
v /65,
F I i ’
- ; . ';P“- T e e T T
ADMINISTRATIVE: ; -

U.S. Attorney, Montgomery, Ala,, or the Departmental Atto
on scens at Selma, Ala., until nuch time as the Bureau

No dissemination of this report will be undg to 5
ishes approva.L for the dissemination of wu- TEpori,

|
F
l
Rerarding information contained in the aecond ‘vara-

L,raph Adiinistrative Data, of referenced report, the Houston
: 2d that information furnished by th‘

. BEE- ppears to refer to an individual named

j§znd not to victim's husband, ANTHONY J. LIUZZO,

¥

. Lol P ‘. Al A
L gy e ___h;,w l

LRSS . L 3
AFPROVED Y- W GianeE DO NOT WRITE It SPACES BIZOW - )
TCOPIES MADE: e _ ¥ - 7 7 /
T Bureau (44-28601) 4 Opgg@/ o
1 - USA, lontgomery p—— {C‘g
-1 - Departmental Attorney, Bel ?
1 - Atlanta (44-1 Zs 5)(Info) “ JUN 4 15 " e
1 - Biruingbam y 1236)(1nro) : A /
2 - Mobile (44-1245) g . ~
: e — e
et . {" . . ) L
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MO 44-1245 : ‘
The investipative period of instant report overlaph ~ -
wikih the investi ative period of the last report due to the §
faét that information is contained herein which showa pre- f
parator, inforiration concernin;. tihe preparations for toe
trial of srlLject COLLIE LEROY WILKINS at Hayneville, Ala.,
P

on 5/3/05. )
: }
IEADS: . f‘ ‘

b

ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAY (INFORMATION)!

One copy of thils report 1is desiénated for the
Birmin, bai: and Atlanta Divisions for information purposes . _ .. .. ..
die to tl» close proximity of these Offices to the Moblle
Division and to apprise txhem of the status of instant case,
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S U..i” ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF U “CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.
-r

Copy 1é: l -1.= United States Attorney, Hontgomery, Alabama £
) 1 1l - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Alabama

Repor of SA mbﬂ/ Ofice:  MOBILE
Dote: May s AP0

T A

Fie!d Office Fite No.: 4l 1245 . Bureaw T Noa  J14.28601
" Tile: EUGENE THOMAS; v
ET AL: 5o

VIOIA GREGG 1JVUZZ0;
LEROY JEROHE HOTON VICTIMS

Choracter: CIVIL RIGHTS BIBCTION LAHS '

:\* ""v

. L} .
Synogsis: Inrormation developéd prior to tr1a1 of £0LL18 .
IEROY WILKINS, 5/3/65, that defense attorney, MATT B, MURPHY,
48 considered the chief "Kioneil" of: the United Klans .
ﬁmerica- that MURPHY would make Eotsibie efforts to have
prosecution witness GARY THOMAS ROWE arrested at time of his
aprearance to testify at Hayneville, Ala,, or would make some
efforts to embarraas Government witnesses: during course of

P
- 1
- ’ ’ [ 8 : F

Vi'dAl e ' o
’ H
Hothing ueveloped regar&ing the mbove hith tha
exception that MURPHY was extremely critical of ROWE during
trial and critized the President and the Government in ,
general for theirliarticipation in the 1nreatigation or the
murder of victim 1IUZZ0 3 s" :

SPNE £ b
ROWE served with Civil pers at Haynsyille, Ala,,
lln'r-{ng i"r"ln'l whnmhv H_'"RDI-" !\Aﬂ watad - & QOO 4n
attorney!la rees. PR .

RS

Py
'
}
i
b}
¥

1%.-

At triel, 573 through 1/65‘ prosecution presented
‘caBe which established ROWE as eyewitness to the killing of
victim L1UZZ0 and corroborating evidence $o support ROWE:!s .
testimony consisted of the identification of ths gun belong-
ing to subject THOMAS which was identified as the murder . N
weaptn. Also established subjects were in the Selmh .«
Montgomery, Ala., area on pertinent date, 3/25/65, when the
viptim wac killed, Cartridge cases found at scene of surder .
‘ é‘o 14 1tified 1n Court [ 33 haring been rir-dyby &wo pon 1, Lo
1

ging h)THQ?S .. _;; ‘Lti*yqtif* 5 g f

. Only derense wltrnsaes utilized.hy HURP taiied
to establish strong alibi. . .

*.o . a .y -

7 ﬁhdnemutomln selther recornoepdations mor sosciosions of the FBL nh&bwthMkwhmml-ﬂ
h—hhmwbhme”. . ’

1]

"w'ivi‘-'r ‘:“f p..*; ‘z}aﬂ-
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o} 5/6/05 and Jury reported 5/7/65 it was "hopelessly dead-
1§cked." Iistrial declared by Circuit Judge, 5/7/65. In-
Brmatlion daveloped Jury voted 10 for convictlon and 2 ag ainat

Cas2 submitted to Jury for deliberation afte:moon! g

Various mervers of United Klans of Arerica observed
attendin; trial durin; week of 5/3 through 7/65, Hayneville,
Ala,, Who were personalli kknovm to Bureaxt gents. '

pa-P- r S
DETAILS: s kd y |
-k .
: PnErAnA'rIou FOR TRIAL IN ° B R
CINCUIT COURT,: JIAYNEVILILE, AIADAMNA L e -

On April 23, 196 an article app ared 1!5 %he
Mobile Fress Repister,-a’ daily newspaper published at Mobile,
Kiavana, under by-1ine oi "Three Men Surrender on dduzzo = -
Charges," ‘I‘hi's article 8 sch forth Jn! $ubstance f.g, follows-
Soga %
, ’I‘hrae Ku Klux Kla"xurnan surrendered to oI‘f‘i'c:eraT /
Thursday, on indictments -chariing thei: with murdering & white
eivil ri nts uov ‘er artet- thcz Selma to Hontgomery march. -

A The I‘irst degree aurder 1nd1ctments were t‘el:urned
earlier on that day by the lowndes County Grand Jury at i= :
lla_neville, Alabara, The Jury wad hi-hly critical of. state- .
meuts iy ITesident JOBNSON 4n connectiohwith the death.’ or
VIOIA 1IUZZO, .a Detroit;, Ilichig,an, mother of ;uo:v- SE
r ST

The Klansnen surrondered in 'Birmin'*ha.m and posted -
$10,000 Lond each, .Their cas@s go on the docket for the next
term of Circuit Court in Hayneville, Alabasa, beginning May
3, 1905, and conviction of firat.degree murder canries a
penalty of death or life 1mprisomnent‘.. e; - aw v ‘ N -h

r - Q

Althou;h the Grand Jury nade fo Bpecif‘io mention
of any case it 4nvestig,ated the eiphteen members-in their
written raport to .Judze tDnTH THAGGARR, deplored’ the -
Naotions and Statenents bf he Preocident. and others-in

i

Qovarmuent places in oonnactibn with" Mra. LIUZZO'; death

-

"o foel tint theso-actions and statements have -
m wi et and unfaiyr nhd have created:ndue’iand imusuam.v
blewn in thi} ﬂ\atter, the reporb dee), d, u%qrg-s £5r7
-— s e ;\ ! : , - *3* ‘ t.‘ Y
‘. .,~‘;-‘"'3'g_i ‘ 1.

4 - . AN

RERTTA W AR WE’%

“—rﬂ o iy Y ey
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’ ‘z: The white nen indicted by the white jury were
EUBENE Ti'OIiAS, a;e 42, WILLIAM ORVILIE EATON, age 41, both
of Deas2.er, Alabama, and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., age 21,
of Fairfinld, Alabanma.

N

A4 !

] A
The indictments charged tit each man "unlawfully .
and with malice aforethoupht killed VIOLAS GREGG LIUZZO by - .
Bhootin’ her with a pistol." The 1an{;uag$ was identical in = |

I bY [ ) BN L o oY v
each of the three indictments, §
.

[

Tire three men told a news confe;‘ence they were
innocent. "I am not ;uilty and I think I've been ridiculed .. .. .
enoush as it i1s" said THOMAS, The other two made similar o
statements, ' SR 4 :

. 3‘;

. - s e ]
Thelir, attorney," ¥ATT H. MURPHY 5"'J'R., saia e would -
subpoena the Presidentand.poasibly 'FBI .f)irector Iy AR

JIOOVER Af necespary i his efforts té faefend:the weh, - % ~

o B - o - = LI
+

SRR DL S AR
H2 said they could "not possibly have a fair trial"
“becausc of JOHNSON's remarks about the arrest oih‘rlg)@p’. menfvers,

LERGY MOTON, age 1¢, & -8elm Ne~ro, who acqompariiéd
victim LIUZZO 8t the tine shs was shot, escaped inJury and
reported the slaying arter'hitcl{}r}g;a_x_'@ée; to Selm."f-.i"‘lib,,‘,‘.“a'

Tha .three -arrestefl Thursday, THOMAS, EATON,'and. "
WILANS, had bteen indicted bty a Faderal Grand Jury on Qivil
Rizhts charzes but the fourtl 'nian, GARY THOMAB ROWE, age 34,
of Biruin hamj; sas not indicted. ‘Hetsubse_que_nm'?p_pemd
as a witue2ss before the Eou.m;y Grand_.‘!ur{;';; S ETT T

The New York Tinas Balid ROWE, a formeér dperator of
a bar in Pirmin_ham, has leen paid as an undercover asent for
the Fedaral Bureav of Investigzation since 1959, -workirng inslde
“of the KK, --. R SR - G PR,

v & 2 - g
L] A | S I

.t : I B - PR SN
_ The Orand Jury heners who returnad éi[;m;ee'n indict-
pents at layneville, Alabama, alsd expressed resentment in
their report over actions of ¢ivil rights proupg which cane
to lLowndes and neiphborin; cotnties during the drive to .. .
dfaaatize demands for oqual r,iu;lits for Negroes, .73 =~
| EEEAE TN N SO PO SR ¢ £ T AT FHL S
, Mo’ :Jury. corhicndad Towndes” Ccounty: msideht&_?'?toi" M
~ tha rine sanner in whicir ﬁl‘éj"'.ha\l? condugced’?thentuelx.res Qures ¢
. An_.thes: trying days” and c;*;igi:pizedfnewé media yhieh feswaid

. T RS R N RO _
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thelir actions and attitudes have also contributed addi- 1 .
1: nal pratiess,” ” .

The follovin; contacts ware ad with Circuit Soli-~
citor AR{LUR GALLIE by IlSpeLtor JOSEIll A, SUILIVAN and SA

ROCERT L. FRYE prior to the trial of May 3, 1955:

F

¢ N 4 :
On Apvil 26, 19‘3_;, CANDBILE adviszd that aﬂpreliminary
q\?

hearin; was held that "date fort subjects WILKINS, THOMAS, and
EATON at Jiayneyille, Alabama, : They .wara &'epresontcd by 4 B
their nfsorncy  WATT H. MURLLY, *JR,, and all-entamﬁa pleas " .
of "mol iltJ to cha.rbés ih” the 1nd1c;:manw ¥ P oo A
S P
On April 27, 1955, :lt was rcported in an"article
ap1°1r41_ in thr !owilﬂ TGSL Nepister,'®Pinal Edition, that
ROLERT 1. SI:ELJ.UM, Uile, alipoluiald wizard United Kldno eof
Ararica, o3t at the counsel tavle with f(ia.n .attorney MATT,H.
LIURTEY, JR, prior to tha preliminars hearing‘inaCOhrt at '
Ha; rnev*ll Alabama, oh April 26 '1965#{' i’ oA “L
o Ay
On J\pr:]l 215, 10 )T, GI‘\iiL;‘u:. ntated tnm; no inf onﬁtiﬁﬁ
1,04 co 2 to his atbtention indicatin: that the defgnse 4n
capsion2d case uizht possibvly atterpt to arrest GARY 'I'IIOHAS
ROJE in conmaction with his appearancd a8 & witness in - L
Count, Court in Hayneville; May 3, 1965,  GAMBLE stdted he
had chec:2d with the 8S8heriff's Office on April 28, 1965, ;and
here uas no indication that any action avainst;ﬂm of arw
- port uas schoduled based on availabis Qata. B 1.5 %
3 1:4:. ) ,.M :Jf t
1 BVC‘;VEC‘- he umﬁd hn aiert 1m annnec{‘.iori with this
nmattor and prapare to tile any noceasary” action to pffeot.
attomptn ny the defenao gte: create difrioultiea t‘or GlE,

<.
o
GAlIDIE advicﬂ that the daranoelhap requeat:ed
Fl peen- 28 Tor the ind:l viduais iistasd ©8&1ow, indicating 5‘."“.;

fens? wa.a prepa.rad to‘util.tqb"t}'ed ald ‘uitneasetuqi 4 K
- ‘;lf - * . _““i' 3' t -" A .‘ ":"‘.{J‘ "3"'2-': ‘
. A T A A A B
,\"“ . . " 1 v 3 ‘ # k .‘
L} R | . =" PO S
R - : rn : . " ' - ' SR
“(—%"—"""a“'- . = _'__1-—--...2.‘..._...._.—3‘.__

'l

[ \{1

Tz E e
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W
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ROLERT THOMAS, Ty
2510 18th Avenue, Horth,
I‘irminf ham or Tesseaner, Alaba.ma,
RODERT CREEL, ,
1701 13th Avenue, ' A
Besgener, Alabawa;
7.
ROBERT CARROL ' .
34254 9th Avenué,. Horth, ' ‘.
Mroingham or BesBemer, Alabar:ﬂ.‘ ,
F
Lieutenant ROTERY IARRY or LONq S S S
Dirningham Police .D2partment; : . :
Captain TO COOK) | cehk, . Sy
Birmin~11am Police Departnant; » (['; : r. TR
RSN L IR T
- nEnmnTmGn,a_ :,,"{-,“ s if;? T
.- 54 3outh 55th Btrast, h _l AR
Bi1~ming_ha1: or Besacmr, Aiaba L !‘ R Y
. PRI Y , =3 . - %
LORENE FREDRICK, -~ % 4‘.?. ”t o
Pesserier, Alauama. S I A )
: )
FREDRICK and CARROL were b*lieVed “to b§ hll 1 1'11;-
nesses for tho defendant, COLLIE, LEROY "IIIKIHS 1..1 *‘?

on April 29, 1535, ENIDIE davibea thab the dagense
in the WILKXINS <case had requested subpoenaes Tor, the rollow-
in; witacasest . L ;-: . $ri i 'j;{”,,.\ =

et

. EDGAR noovmz, ToiEe ;f_ g«,}if’é ORI
“ "‘ t -l“_ ' ﬁ‘$ -:*5“'
LLOYD \aALLACE SI!I’DH. ti kg _? ,h- Wk e
Route 1 K I A > A e
Mounq Oilve, Gardcn;iale; Ala. bagpa;. . : ,,,,,.‘i 2T
RN e 8 s
“Jovce rownm.,, } 9*’ te = eI
Route 1, R '; o Ch (o SR VI
Mount Olive, Gardcndale; Alabaina = :f‘: ok
- R S O SR e
. TARNIE DAY, U l!'-‘-ﬁt . Lozl
A o2l Court Vest, : HERTN N elte or AL
i :I)n Mm,.Alem' $ T i ‘-\‘ -Q, ’ A B B
) ‘;';; 13 -& ;‘f‘g"ﬁ‘ B
. - g - "-: '3
R . _“&t“
r f. ‘ ' N
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L. HOLT, S S S
no address listed; - ' _ -
POROTIIY ROVE,

carc of Carrawaj [iathodist Hospital

ke A

Colonel AL J. LINGO,

On April 30, -1565, GAIIRLE adviJLd that he had dis-
cussed the problems raised rtoncernin; the use of Bureau wit- -’
nesses in the trhl and the ‘possibllity of% the defense malking
efforts to embarrass the prosccution viltntsses wilth Circult
Jud_e T, VERTI THAGGARD, - He stated that 4he Jud-e had indi-
catzd that he did not intead to allow tiw defense to wander
afar in any cxploratory afforis to secure data from Bureau
filzs or Iureau A&ents which wus,unralated to the £§gts-or
this murder caﬂe.. b e ,_J _ d¥

" 1 3 ’ 3 ',‘._..‘\._3,‘,4;.4.‘*“ " >

The Judre advis2d ‘CAMBLE ha téntatively plhnned to .
hear thc ar~umenta raised-by tho. defcnsaqpounsel, VATT Ry
MURFHY, JR., as to the jurisdictioh ©f the Court as & result

-of the lr sidant's announceinnt of the arrest of the Klans-

A

men in his chambers in order to avoid clearinb the” jury
venire fron the courtroom, ' Yoo Yy

CAIIBLE stated the Judge rurther advisad-him that i
an; effort was made to ‘tak? any-action apainst GARY THOMAS )
ROWE Bich ag arraesting hin, he would madke evéry efrfort con-
sistant with his Jurisdiction ito maintain him as & witness -
and frez from custody durinu theicourae or th;s trial.ﬁrf

The Judge further adviged the Uirouit So11c1tor
that an; action consistenb nith hia auuhority that he’ could
talte to avold any cowplicaved sltuations over the witness °
ROJE would ue taken wheraver possible, GAMBLE advised that
the Judse vaa determined that this trial would be conducted
in & dzcorous orderly manncr and- e was going to.permit no
dzionstiratious’ by any parties which might in-any way preJudice
the JLI‘,. i 'J. % 4 ;‘ : """*. r? !‘_.\_.. ;,-.»! 6’

1 ' e o

on Lay 1, 1965, the Biriiinsham ‘Post Herald, a daily

newspaper pul'lished at DirmingTam, Alavana, under date 1ine .

of May ‘l 1955, carried Eha 'Pn'l'lnuinlr news releaac:

"JVJ' '“.L‘.\. ?.'“ i ,l.v"pd - Sor R B

-
»

e, '0! 4 ‘i ‘-‘ .
I.AT'I‘ 11 M PIIY, UR., attorney for“I'HOillé t‘ ¢
-afgd BATON, aa:mo "thinf‘s are s}np%n‘, up l‘avorabl; %o:l our |
#
. _ ‘

i,:

p
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-

- c{e and I wmizht ask for all three to bLe tried at once,* l-le, .
o;;gimlly was sranted a request for scparate trials for thefe

mcg,

On bay 2, loon " ' .
qlndviscd SA jthat on Mar,1l, 1965,/
tha hu Lhlw: Klan held a in’2iing at Bladon Springs, Alabama,
end betiecen 200 and 300 persons attended fhe meeting;, NED -
DUIIAGAN, Coffeceville, Alabama, appeared t® be in charre of I
the meetin;, wihich was held in a State Park, DUNAGAN intro-.: .’
duced ROBERT CREEL, Grand Drazon of the United Klans of - .-
America, frow Dessemer, Alabama, CREEL later introduced
three men who were “identified as nen charged with murder
of vickim LIUZZO," - S S - - T T

HOLLIS CURL, Editor, Choctaw Count:x Advocate, a

e Sugpapar published at Butler, Klapana, advised SA I
# ‘hat ROBERT CRBEL,. Grand Dragon,' from Bes ! mgr.,? T
avana, attended an organizational meeting df the, ;X4 Klux - -

Klan-at Iladen; 8prings, Alabama, , CREEL spoks at thegmeeting

and introduced threc wen 4iho vere identified as being the
persons that were arrested for the nurder of victim LIUZZO.
CURL stat:d that these three wen did not speak and<wére only
introdvced at this weetling-with a corment by CREEL "do these
men look liks purderers?” - i PO S
g VRS R AR
On May 6, 1905, an article appeared in the: Choctaw
County Ndvocate of Butler, Alabam, & weekly. newspaper puv-

lisnzd 4t Dutler, under the caption."LIUZZO Defendants appear |
at Bladch Springs Klan Rally; One on Trial Now." : j & .
. ] [ R ! . T " o= R -

. . ] N 1 - ‘J.g\-_' . P,_'*
The article 18 s2t ouy r_in-sizbstance a8 follows: -

For the estimated attendance of ‘approximately 200
persons 1act Saturday nishtts rally of the Ku Klux'Klan at
DBlad2n Sprin;s, the appeuaranse of three '‘defendants An the ~~
LIU2.20 slayin; came as quite a surprise, ‘WILKINS, BATON and
"THOHAS app:cared at the rally in the coupany of Alabama QGrand
Dragjon ROUERT CREEL and l.(ilan_ a!:tfprgey.W\'I'f H, :MURFHY, oJR. '

L. : iy F 0 S Egne S W

Klan drand Drap;'ou CRELL Brece’ntu the proup at tl'ﬂﬁ
rally at Nladen Springs and askod those attending "do those = .
wen ook ljtzo]j.mrdc:m-n?“. Ti2ir .appeaxl:ance at the rally -
followad a tallki:Ly. thelr attorney, -MAT M R N SRS

. ' . ‘.‘ ) ,‘l' 3 . - S - _.7' . f‘llt'i‘g -__.:‘ :ilzugpﬂ:‘” :\
, " FURPHY,' attired in urilllant red robe, Vasithe &7
first spoaker of the eveningd. 'Hig. talk dealt primdrily '1!2;1’, }

v
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-

2 Klan's opposition to the Federal Rz2serve System, 1nter-‘ *

nlonal finance, and the "Zionist Jew,". MURPHY lached out}
a§ th2 Governmentt!s practice of pumpin:; financial aid into
countri-s tiat are hos%ilz to the United States, Several
times he wentioned an unbzlicvable sun of $84 Lillion which
he sald was piven to a sirall European country hardly larzer
than Choctaw County, Alabama, Ille also remarked at the wealth
of this country, or any other country, wqyld enjoy 1f a :
similar anount was apentihare. # R

hile MURPHY'B ‘:al]’ vas jnteregtj_nr 4t uds left
to the Gia.d Drajon CREEL to comment on what most of those
in attendance had apparently come to'hear. CREEL, wearing - -
an emarald sreen robe which he later r2moved, tali-ed prirarily
on tae CJvll rights gnestion and the Klantsg: opposition to the
inte ration of the races, - He commented qn tlhe recant trouble
at Selra Alabara, -and clain2d that Reverend RERB'E body was
cremated vecause it was "rotteniwWith canger’and sypiildis,” -
Revepend REED died at a Birminsham héspital-after he’ wasipeatgn
durii, racial d_ncidenta at. ‘Sdlma:'f I i;’: ¢ ‘f'! R

by r

CRERL also attaci:ed thd prOpoaed free textbool 'pro-
cram Lacl:2d by Governor. ORORGE WALIACE. -He said tlat this
vas onc b A, he and the Hlan differad on with Governor
VALIACE., CRERL said that he did not want his three children
polug t gelnol with a buneh of. "runny nosed ni;gers," sald
tiat be would b1y his cxildre '3 bboics andéurged dthers to T
e allowed to ﬁo the sare,: ,i SR SN 4,3 ; :‘u
“ &i'n»' A RTaY X .‘—- o“-
TIIAL OF COLLI® LL‘ROY WITKINS, JR.. ¥ T
Y 3, 1265, AL BAYNEVILLE, ALADALA BN

-
3 .

vic2d St . p oncd ratter
asniust 5 DAIN UILhIHS Leran Ma, 3, 1905, at
Maievills, Two notions ware filed Ly the defenge’ covnsel,
-TATT 11, h"PFH&, JR,, and were ruled on by, the ‘Coury,, the -
Lirst reéion cohtanted tiae jJustice. of the Court becavée or”'

publicit, attendant to the Aniouncewent of “subjrcth arrest
Byoe lmn‘\r'l e JOHNZODY l—‘l-.-in ottt an diaq ﬂrhn‘!ﬂr‘ l nnnhn:‘ nn“in\

~ B de v bR ALY W wiAT -vl‘ 4o b IUV Wl WFis "l\-" T Ll Wl g YUV|5U MW b WFd

to intervisu State witnnaacs, GARY THOHAS ROSE and’ IEROY MOTON
was svantad,

"A l ?-i’ )
. Avar o, , CQntral“Stan ard'T
of Lla; 3, 12C5, )bnervedkt?ntd .
PHY, JR. accorrpanie » ALYH TQH jdescribe ol
¥ -: ..; i s . . ""é‘ ‘ % J ‘L; P
ot 8t - ' -4 r" "_ . *'.. 3

— -’u... - w-'"ﬂ-s ~y
‘:\xf»‘: N N m?-'@%q
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pgoliclit; man for the United Klans of America, Inc,, Knight
of the Kuv Klux Klan, entered the office of County Sollicitor}

- 4n the Courthouse at Hayneville, Alabama, ROTON proceeded to
sct up o dictaphone and a tope rezcorder, both of which wvere
placed in froat of GARY THOUAS ROUE, HURPHY then asked ROWE
the dat2 he testified tefore the State Grand Jury.» RGIE
stated he had nothlng to 8ay at this time, MURPIY then asked
ROJE Af h2 had wdved im~unity before the Btate Grand Jury and
ROJE answered that he had not waived inminity, MURPHY then
aslked RO.JE if he had walved 1lumunity befdre the Federal Grand
Jury and ROJE again stated he had nothint to say at"thia time
and would answer no questionu.

HURI'HY then aaked RO’\IE under uha.t circustances he
world ansuzr his qQuestions and ROYE stated he would enswer
MURDIIY 's quastions from th2? uitness stand dn Court,' HNURFHY
then told ROTON to turn dff the hachines and statagihe 'Wwould
ask no firther quebtidns at.that time, , Bafore the bag:inning
of the interview and prior to the -time the recording machines
wvere terazd on, MURPHY asled ROVE4f he had peen ththe "
paper (1t h2 sworz & fun at the Grand Jury anhd aslked ROWE if

"le wer: nreed at that time., HROJE stated he was an: arne@ at=s
that tir» and he had not bean armed during the time he testi-
fied teforo the Grand Jury. R ) N R _

Shortly after tlebrrivhl of 1okeiy .and ROTON 44 the
the Cct m.,, Solicitor's office at Hayneville, 'Alabdma, Lowndes
County Sieriff FRAIK RYALS3 satved the ‘following swmons-em .
GARY T:0iA3 ROME: "Ihe Stata bf Alabtama, Lowndes County -
Circuit Court, B2cond Judicial Circuit of Alabana, to any -
Slariff of tie State of Alabana, Grzetings: - Yau are hereby
cowim:22d to swumons CARY TilOtIAS RCJE Yo appsar Lefore tie.
Circuil Court to be held for said County, at the place of
holdin,, the same within ‘thirty days from sarvice of this;
process, then and thereto angwer the complaint of MATT H,*
1IURTHY, JR., Witnesa ny .hand this third -day of May 1965,

* 8irmed B, il, CHAMPION, Deputy Clerk.," The complaint as noted
on tiia :zpar ot forth the following" WMATT - H. Munreiry, Jr.,
pla:nti*-, varavs GARY TUOHAS ROJE, defehfant,™ Count One,
Plalntlfr claims “of. the dafandant the tum of 6,000 and no
h1 ndred dollars ($6,000;00) for professional services rendered
s the plailuntiff for the defondant at his request, on the,

wit, socond day of Aprdl, ‘1065, which gum of wouney with
‘teps=t t'2reon; it due anvd mlamid ‘and 18 the prope NS .
e pl ..nt‘irf’ Signed I.A"‘T He 'K Pllf, JR.: gBe}ESH-

- ROYE £taved at £ tAdd he was served t!nt.he did
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n‘t owe MURFIY any money and if HURPIY 18 making this chargd ~-~

f§r l1le;al scrvices for making his bond, he 1s incorrect as !
did ‘not request eithnr of these services of HUnPh;. v

On May 4, 1065, aa artiele appaared in the hobile
I'ress Rhg;uucr a daily newspaper pullished at Hodle, Alabama,
undar t.uc caption "White, Male Jury Chose for WILIINS." .The
articlc is set forth in quustance as rollowa.

- - 'A_f.

A white, male hry was chosen On May 3, 1965, to ,';
try a your ; Alabamian fop-his life in th4 slayin-~ of a whita'
woian civil rishts dewonstrator, A Ku Klux Klan leader sat
at the defense taule ag thé Lrial Cpaned‘ -

or the BM men ruled eligible to serve on the Jury,
three adaitted to Klan mantershi This did not dlsqualify
then, but the State quickly-elim nated the threg wen when it
exercisad its right to excuse prOSpaotaaﬂ;phout ‘a Btated*cause.
Befardant FnTTTE tnnnv UfoTNQ” hig AQ;miagi;L;naw

IIUJ.UIIU‘-I-I.V W W el M WAL A ERA AL o T

cut, svouzd very ealm, Ho sat Quietly #ith the othar twd
_defendanta in $le Jury box during the selection ol d jJury.
Facin. a2 char,e that could brinL 11fe impriaonment or death,
the yourl uas eober faced, . o AT

Pod

: The - bhunky HIIKINS watéhed 1ntent1y as prdspect1Ve
Jurors - many of them farmers . -iwere quaationdd about their
attitudos, One of the prospestiye. Jurord was a Negro,  ARTHUR
KEANS, foreman of & cattle ranch.~ Most . or-tha men Wore suits
or jackets. a 1t SR D L
' ¢ S c‘s. B, .

Sittin wi‘h UILKIUS and Lis odmpanionu rt bf the
t1n° war ROTLERT 1!, SIBLTOH, JR, of Tvscaloosa, Ala ama ,
Inperial izard of the Uni%ed Klans of America, Inc, . SHELTON
said "I'p» here in ‘the interest or teeinb tha& these individuals

* R
et a fadr tr;?}. _ x~ f(a PR % &» e

At the be_inning of thé trial ‘def'anse attorney MATT -
H. IURLIY,” IR, called attontion to the. sbsenhce from the Jourt-
room of lrcoident JOIHSON fer whom he had obtained- A subpoena
ag a dufence witness, ¢ ¥ Yo A ERE T Chg s

-

- Also on the dafersc- w*tneus Liat and ahaeut van FBI
Dfrcctor J. -GDGAR HOOVEL, MNeitlsr official,is expegted ¢o. -
3uer L2 pulpoena uhic& edin-be scrved. 9 An tHb’State, !_
Iresid$nt in-hn evént.éth ,a,.t, o
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