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B L.
' _ : 1- lr. Mohr Trote ——
FROM :'p Rose / : 1- Mr. DeLoach - Holmes —
K 1- Y¥r. Belmont ¥ Gontr
SUBJECT: gucrng' THCNAS, ET AL, . 1= Mr. llalley
VIOLA LIUZZO, ’ Ak (DECEAGLD) 1- Mr. McGowan A I

LEROY JFnomE MATSON - VICTIMNS 1- Mr. Hines
CIVIL RIGITS,
ELECTION LAWS

J . S

. . - On 4-29-65, Inspector Joe Sullivan at Selma,

Alabama, advised that Matt llurphy, Defense Attorney in this

case, had obtained a subpoena for FBI Director, J. Edgar

Boover, This is to advise that the subpoena has been Vs
received today, (5-3-65). The subpoena is directed to ;o
"J. Edgar lloover, Director FBI, Washington, D. C." and . '
commands il Director's appearance in the Lowndes County =
Circuit Court in Alabama in the case of the'"State of Alabam
versus Collie Leroy Wilkins.'' The subpoena is issued for
appearancc on May 3, 1965. Subpoena dated 4-28-65 and issued
by L. E. I'arlette, Clerk. - n

A8 you have been previously advised, the Department

that such a subpoena weould have no force and effect

'—‘—ﬂ'--——-’
e boundaries of the State of Alabama,

=2

f1as Lees

This subpoena irc-h~ing refecived te the Civil Rights
Division of the Department for appropriate handling.
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L
K _ May 4, 1965
GENLRAL INVESTIGATIVE DNISI(Q s
This case rclates _ne murder of

civil rights worker, Mrs. vViola Liuzzo,

-t : 1
L ;between gelma and Montgomery, Alabama,
”{on 3-25-65. ° '

-

- Matt H. Murphy, I+, is the
defense attorney for the three gubjects
charged with the murder.

- Trial of subject Collie Leroy N
4 Wilkins began 5-3-65, at Hayneville, Alabama.
Motion by defense attorney Murphy for inter-
view of Rowe, our infor mant and key witness, &
granted by court.
Information was previously re-
- 1anned to have Rowe

- ceived that Murphy pianne
arrested when he appea.red to testify on

el - %5-3-65. ) /
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EUGENE . THQHAS; ET ALs VIOLA LIUZZO. ET AL~ VICTIHS.
. - ot ‘-: . //1
v __/’
AT APPROXIMATELY TW0 OCLOCX PM TNMIS DATE HATT

MURPHY JR. ACCCHPANIED BY RALPH ROTEN, DESCRIBED B A
PUBLICITY MAN FOR UNITEDILANS OF AMERICAN, INt:e=
THE KU KLUX KLAN, ENTERED bFFICEﬂ 6F COUNTY SOLICITOR

mirle iy A b?9
co%rxouss AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA., mmb
P Crov b sl
Wanp a _ VERE AVAITING NURPHY. ROTEN PROCEEDED b7e

T® SET UP A DICTAPHONE AND A TAPE RECORDE 80 0 UHIGH 'ERE ,'B/
Y PR Y e 3! ab. Sl 0/}?

PLACED IN FRONT or'—_) NURPRY THER b

ASKED INFORMANT THE DATE HE TESTIFIED BEFORE THE STATE GRAMD MAY 6 1965
JURY. -INFORMANT STATED HE HAD NOTHING T® SAY ATI m’fg‘rrxtuz—-—-——"—
MURPHY THEN ASKED IF INFORHANT HAD WAIVED mnunxty uroﬂ: THE

STATE GRAND JURY AND INFORNANT ANSWERED runt"ug HADpBIQT .| 7
VALVED IMHUN.TY. MURPHY THEN ASKED mi‘annnm ) nz ;l;'u; s é A

mn PﬁGE ."E .l.........
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PAGE TVWO ceee e

Fodzial Cratd duiy,
VAIVED IMMUNITY BEFORE THE Fod" AND INFORMANT AGAIN STATED HE
HAD NOTHING TO SAY AT THIS Il%ﬁ)énn WOULD ANSWER NO QUESTIONS.
MURPHY ASKED INFORMANT UNDER WHAT CIRCUNSTANCES HE YOULD
Answsn HIS QUESTIONS AND INFQRMANT STATED HE WOULD ANSVER
o:srxons FROH THE WITNESS STAND. MURPHY THEN TOLD ROTEN «
re TURN OFF THE MACHINES AND STATED KE VOULD ASX MO FURTHER
QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE INTERVIEW
BEFORE THE RECCRDING MACHINES YERE TURNED ON, MURPHY TOLD
INFORMANT THAT HE HAD SEEN IN THE PAPER THAT HE VORE A GUN
AT THE SRAND JURY AND ASKED INFORMANT IF HE VERE ARMED AT
IRE. INFORHANT STATED HE WAS NOT ARNE

AND HAD NOT BEEN ARMED IN GRAND JURY.

RE
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=
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NOMENTS BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF MURPHY AND ROTEN IN THE
SOLICITORS OFFICE, LOVNDES COUNTY SHERIF§ FRANK RYALS,

SERVED THE ForLoving summons on NN b >

' QUOTE THE STATE OF ALABANMA, LOWNDES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT,
SECOND JUDICAL CIRCUITS OF ALABAMA, TO ANY SHERIFF OF TME
STATE %r ALBAMY, GREETINGS; YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO

END P‘GE TVO seccces - e
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PAGE THREE eoessee ?
SUMMONS GARY THOMAS ROWE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CIRCUIT COURT
T0 BE HELD FOR SAID COUNTY, AT THE PLACE OF HOLDING THE
SAME VITHIN THIRTY /THREE ZERO/ DAYS FROM SERVICE OF THIS
PROCESS, THEN AND THERETO ANSVER THE COMPALAINT OF MATT H.
MURPKY, JR., WITNESS MY HAND THIS THIRD DAY OF MAY, SIXTYFIVE,
| SIGNED S. N. CHAMPION, DEPUTY CLERK, UNQUOTE. | <
COMPLAINT; |

QUOTE-MATT H. MURPHY, JR., PLAINTIFF VERSUS GARY THOMAS
COUNT ONE, PLAINTIFF CLAIMS OF TME DEFENDENT

THE SUM OF SIX, ZERO ZERO ZERO AND NO SLASH HUNDRED DOLLARS /SIX/
ZERO ZERO ZERO DOLLARS/ FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED BY

THE PLAINTIFF FOR THE DEFENDENT AT H1S REQUEST, ON TKE, T0

VIT, SECOND DAY OF APRIL, SIXTYFIVE VNICH SUN OF NONLY, VITK

INTEREST THERECN, IS5 DUE AND UNPAID AND IS THE PROPRRIY oF

THE PLAINTIFF, SIGNED MATT H. MURPHY, JR., PRO SE, UNQUOTE.

o

INFORMANT STATED HE DOES NOT OVWE MURPHY ANY MONEY
AND IF NURPHY IS MAKING THIS CHARGE FOR LEGAL SERVICES F(:Il
MAKING HIS BOND HE IS INCORREST AS HE DID NOT REQUEST EIGRHER

: 4
END PAGE THREE .... l
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PAGE FOUR ».0 o ' |
OF THESE SERVIESE OF MURPHY. Lk

ABOVE SUMMONS BEING CALLED TO THE ATTENTION OF 3
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER IN MONTGOMERY.
END -
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UNITED STATES “RNMENT o ¥ ( gy" gt
R SR ; ' u_-/
Memoranaum e Sl
i /'M Feit
: . I a - DATE:
T Mr. Bplmogp | DaTE, May 4, 1965 V ;'e:é
T T " 1f Mr, Mohr ',..
rrom Al Rogen” - . s o - = Mr, Callahan ;::.':m"'
o T - Mr, Sullivan L=
- Ty - - Mr, Belmont . /V (,((,-./
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, 1 - Mr, Rosen
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS  ; § - Mr, Malley , » //9
:,]r CNIL RIGHTS 1 - Mro MCGowan ‘-}M/{S
/ ‘ 1 = Mr, Hines

Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gashble, who is handling the\ | A '

state’s prosecution of subject Collie LeRoy Wilkins on charges
of murdering Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, his requested a verification
or documentation of payments which have been made to the
informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.) over the period since 1960
wheén he became a Bureau informant,
¥

~  The request of Solicitor Gamble has been taken up
with the Department, and the Department requests that we furnish
the documentation of payments as requested by Solicitor Gamble,
They state that they are making an effort through Departmental
Attorney James Turner in Selma to determine if a summary of
such payments would be admissible under Alabama law, However,
in any event, it is necessary that complete documentation be
available to Solicitor Gamble in the event such a summary will
not suffice, .

Department indicated that the documentation material,
which will consist of the original receipts for payments signed by
Rowe, should be taken from the Bureau where they are kept to
Hayneville, Alabama, by a person from the Voucher Section of the
Bureau who is familiar with the records and their custody in order

-

‘that the chain of evidence w not be br
e O,y

L
’I‘hn Demartment's reqguest was hroucht ‘I‘n tha attontinn
HE ™ - pAS WA e LR 1 L A

R e L AR A

of the Voucher Section of the Burcau, and they have instituted

¥

4

W

preparation of the documentation material on an expedite-bagisy

‘ JIWH/cac | CONTINUED = QOVER ..
(9) : - . e o




Memorandum to Mr, Belmont
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET _AL.

ACTION _ 2 : ' -

'is completed,
ign will transport
the documentation material to Hayneville, Alfbama, where such
records will be made available to Solicitor Ghmble, 2
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gl _- | R
,’/ T i1 PM - May 7, 1068
MEMORANDUM FUR MR, TOLSON -« a2 ¢-/
MR. EELMONT R
MRt, DE LOACH -*--- V C A !
. MR. RCSEN N
+ + MR, BULLIVAN 1} k
) ~l 0 , L4, V7
1 calied the Attorney General's oflice and advized his
secretaxy "2t I knaw the Atturney General was out of town dut
1 wanted to ¢t word to him when 1o comes in regarding the cage
In Alabe: v, tae wurder of Mrs.” Liuzzo, § stated the Jury has
asked two @ v ctlons: First, as to the difference between the E
various d-g1oc8 of murder and manclaughter; and gecond, how ¢ ' 1
much el:'l can be glven to the te&tlmcny of an aecompuco . t
under Alchan.a law, § stated t lon'g ns i certnin members of
the Jury rvo incllned to convicl and the Attorney Genersl #nt 1l
bouth f2lt t "t ! we ounly got dizagrecruent, It would be a vlcton.
but this i1: :'vntes & possiollity of cviction, N X
: ‘ b
Very truly yours, E
lER F
Z John Ecgar Hoover -
N Director ‘ T
1 - Miss Holmnes : 18 MAY 10 1965 ‘
o SENT ﬁﬁon, ?HQ I
v . TIME ..;_j_—l,_ W AL — '
. ;1—::-—:-; 'JEH edm (9) i DATE ;] . LS
..;.m ¢ f : ] '7--’- | By ._.'.“" = ) ‘I . (" r.’
._-_"'_": o N '/-V F
’ / LA .
- kg
_5%EMAY 11 65

uan, noow 1 reLrrvee v (1
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. . vl !
- ) Date; AFR 27 1955 : -
T ' - )
| N
Transmit lhe_ following In TType in plnin texi o7 code] j I -
vi AIRTEL AIR MAIL ! e
¢ {Priority or Method of Mailing) j ' : :
e e et e e o T o — . = = — - ————— T -
TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI
A
FROM : SAC, SAVANNAH (174-7) /
B, /
SUBJECT EDGENE THOMAS; Ly e a) (
EI AL;',) el P~ \l,
YIOLA LIUZZO; 1"73 ,
ET AL - VICTIM3 -~
} ) ‘.-R EL oy g
i ‘}
e Re Savannah teletype to Bureau, Birninghan,
- > Tampa, and Miami, 4/26/65. . ..
L Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are original Aand
six copies of letterhgad memorandum suitasble for dissemination . _
concernlng informatiodl received on fron_ HYD

regarding ROXE and at{tmpts by Klan to locate him,

- ol

furnishedrtn Atlanta,
Jackaonvfllﬂ Tampa, f

(33
Jw

OsURS

Bureau {(Fncs. 7?3{§I)
Atlanta *Enc. RM)

One copy eagdh of letterhead memorandum is being
arlotte, Birmipgham, Mobile, Jackson,
ahi, Memphis, Knoxvllle, and New_Orleans.

07

1- Bigmingham (174-8) (Enc. 1) (RK)
1- Chailotte (Enc., 1) {(RM) : .
1- Jackson (Eoc. 1) (RM)
1- Jacksonville (Enc. 1) (RNM) C/‘d
1- Knoxville {(Enec. 1) (RR) 29 & I'e
1= Memphis {Fnc, 1) (RM) f[' - =
1- Mismi (Enc. 1) (RM) ¢ -7/ E
1- Mobile (Enc. 1) (RM) Q/d//_,
1- Rew urte L i;.u&(.l;J {R¥) Q- LZL /f’
l- Tampa (Enc. R 2 & ?4 O ¢
1- Savannah ﬂﬁ HZ(L L
o - ('lZ -z— ");
NLP:elh o Sy
(1s) o YT 8 APR 2s1gj
- T Vo e B . .
. 2T N . ——
Eg[ﬁiaw C LR , e ‘V’
”' Sent M Per A

Apprcw% m{f

igl Aqgna in Charge
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UNIT.EL STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU:-TICE

I‘EDBRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

: ' Savannah, Ceorgia ” I s
- . : April 27, 1965 : ' !.

EUVCENE THOAS; ET AL
VIOLA LIUZZO; ET AL - YICTIM3

\ a_source advised that — bop
. Grand Dragon Bo
'\Scoggins exhibited (he photograph of Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.,

{BI informant in the Selma, Alabama murder, and instructed

11 grand officers, Exalted Cyclops, Titans and investigators
of the Klan to be on the loockout for him. [If this individual
is located, the Grand Dragon is to be immediately notified «
of his whereabouts,

The source advised that this meant that "The gun
is out for him™ as an "FBI fink" and that he will be taken
care of for "lying”. The source also advised that the Klan
is trying to locate the family of Rowre, however, the source
did not know whey they wanted his family but they probably _.
wanted to harazs them to find out where Rowe 18 located,

This document contains neither recommendations —
nor conclu=ions of the FBI. 1t is the property

of tho FO! and is loan~d to your agency; it
and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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UNITE. STATES DFPARTMENT OF JU [ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. - Savannah, Georéia o '
P | April 27, 1965 o -

Title EUGENE THOMAS;
ET AL;
- VIOLA LIUZZO;
ET AL - VICTIMS

-

Character - CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION
LANS

Reference Savannah memorandum dated
April 27, 1965, captioned
a8 above %

K11 sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past.

N

This document contains neither recomwmendations
. nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property—
. of the FRI and I8 loaned to your agency; it
i ard its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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T« — _~DIRECTOR Mr} Gale

Mr! Roeen

e ATT: N. P. CALLANAN, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION |sndtevd
o e 7y Aler
FROMg MOBILE /44-1245/ _ Tela. Room.
\ Miss Gandy___
v, ' CI\ t,ﬁ ‘ ' —__-__-_—
EUGENE THOMAS, ET ALy VIOLA GREGA LIUZZO, IT AL = F) o
VICTIMS. CR =~ EL. - | ._/f./(,/ 2 . e
: /" ‘4, :
. » ' e
l’“ ’ -
TESTIMONY M. S, ROV NOT REQUIRED HAYNEVILLE, M./. VILL
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UNITED STATES Gt - *NMENT e T ’,/

Memorandum S s e —

L . Conecod
. R ; . ‘_b-'-—.-)-,. » Folt e
R . la

TO :Fr__.‘ Belmoni : . - DATE: Aprifl 29, 1965 Fﬂ%
7 ri ) H ’ . T -
. . 1" 4 Mr. Belmont Mo

FROM :A. Ros%. i Mr. Rosen h.:.’.f P
I < -‘ -~ Mr. Malley Gy

- : - Mr. McGowan alds

SUBJECT: EUGE.N$. THO!IAS, BT AL, _ ‘ . Hines ] "-/-i—f'i
VIOLA 'LIUZ:Q, ET AL. - VICTIMS 'l A | j

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LANS ' - “Fidsi

o

: In cqnnection with the trihl of subject Collie
Leroy Wilkins for the murder of Mrs: Viola Liuzzo now set
for 5-3-64, at Hayneville, Alabama; we have received infor-’
mation from a confidential source that Matt Murphy, the
Kian attorney representing Wilkins, planned to have Gary

Thomas Rowe, our informant and key witness, arrested when
he anneared to testify. Arthur E, Gamble, Circuit Solicditor

------ =y A VWA

Lowndes County, Alabama who is handling the states prose-
cution of Wilkins, was furnished this information on 4-28-65.
Gamble said that he had checked with the Sheriff's Office,
Lowndes County, and there was no indication that any action
against Rove of any sort was scheduled. He said he would

be alert in connection with any such attempt to arrest Rowe
aad would prepare to take necessary action to offset any .

attempts b, the defense to create difficulties for Rowe. j%

The possibility of the defense having Rowe arrested
was also discussed with United States Attorney (USA) Ben
Harderan, Yontgomery, Alabana, on 4-28-65. Hardeman stated
that if a warrant was served on Rowe in Hayneville, during //
his apperrance there as a witness, there is a strong possi-~ 1L/
biliiy that he way be able to yret the case removed to Federal
Court, if such action became nicessary. Hardeman said if
..~ bond is required of Rowe, some preparation should be made

either on the part of the Department or the FBI to provide
this bond immediately, as he was unable to find any authority
whereupon he, as USA, could authorize appearance bond in a;z?‘:;z

—clrl

matter of this type. ’ )
, TP zqa R & 7

The above information was furnished to Mr. James
Turnar of the Civil Rights Division 4-29-65, and Mr. Turner
adviscd that the Department would take the matter of providing
bond for Rowe, Lf such became necessary, under consideratioan.
Mr. Turncr staled that he was going to Alabama on the nfght of
4-29-65, at which time he would take tho matter up directly
with USA I'svdéran. He stated he would also discuss the magter
of the posuible arrest of Lowe with onllcitqg_ggmhlg.

‘a1 Tegn

"g_wﬁ:txﬁ,t/_-‘- T {_,,‘\J s mw 7 1965
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Meworandum to Mr. Belmont

RE:" EUGEN: THOMAS, ET AL. I ;

¥ - . -

i. 3 . ) )
Solicitor Gawble advised that the defensc had re~

quested subpoenaes for Robert Creel, Grand Dragon, United

Klans ¢’ America (URKA), Robert Thomas, Exalted Cyclops,

Bessewey Klavern ykA, Lt. Robert Larry or Long, and Capt. Tom

Cook of the Lirmingham Folice Department, Herbert Pare

former Klan official in Alabama, Lobert Carrol and Lorene

Fredrick. All of these persons are from the Birmingham area

and Carrol and Fredrick -are belicved to be alibi witnesses

for the def{-ndant Wilkins. In addition to these persons

from the Diiyingham area Gambls advised that Sheriff James G.

Clark of Dal\l\q County, Alabam?-, had also been subpoenaed - ﬁ

, SIS RO

28 a defense withess.
7

liobile has sugpesteqd that Birmingham review their
files and prepare a memorand suitable for dissemination to
state authorities on-each offthe individuals subpoenaed by
the defense so that this information could be used by the
prosecution in the cross-exdmination of defense witnesses.
Mobile alsc stated that they would review their files con-
cerning Sherlifi James G.. Clark and furnish any admissible
derogatory information to state authorities for the same

purpose.

ACTION: - N

l. By teletypc attached Birmingham is being in-
structed to review their files concerning witnesses in their
Givigsion subpucnaed by the defense and furnish results to

Mobile to bz furnished to the state. - S
— e e . . -y " P - -
2 In 1 yw of naceihla warran t o btaiu d fo """‘3" A

1723 L WA wWEad A il UGJ.II.

Fowe in an area other than Lowndes County, Bir mingham is being
instructed to make discreet inquiries of reliable sources in the
Birmingham, Bossemen arca to determine if any action taken to
gbtain a warrant against Rowe.

3.7 Mobile is being instructed to furnish in detail
' ‘any derogatory information in their {iles concerning Sherilf
James G. Ciark to the Burcau for consideration and approval
nrior to furnishing any such informatlon to state authdMties.

A ANFA ALFA AR A NFEA A FA =iy LA RSN
’ ' ) © -
- .
. s
"
: ! -

e
[

=R O e W, T »@W



OPROMA "Olmt HO. M3 »-10d - 3
AT VPAT MTION s '4
4% SN We. WD 37 *

UNITED STATES AENT
' 1 - Mr. Monr
Memorandum 1~ Mr, Deloach
‘}\? 1 - Ml‘. Belmont
T« Mr. BelmonL‘/ . opate: April 29, 1965
_ 1 - Mr. Rosen
FROM A. Ros/en 1 - Mr, Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan
sunjict: EUGENE THOMAS ET AL 1 - Mr. Hines
VIOLA 'LIUZZO, AKA (DECEASED) N
'LEROY JEROME MATSON - VICTIMS
i CIVIL RIGHTS, :
ELECTION LAWS ' i

—

> Inspector Joe Sullivan, Selma, Alabama, has advised that /
I the defense attorney, Matt Murphy, had today obtained a subpoena for y J ]
FBI Direcfor J, Edgar Hoover., The defense has also obtained /I(/
subpoena.s for additional individuals, incliding Mrs, Dorothy Rowe
(the informant's wife) in care of Carraway Methodist Hospital,
Bi.rmingham, Alabama (the institution where Mrs. Rowe was fonmerly

v Loier ~ ol FtmVmem 1 A T I o P AL . AT.L . WYL

::uxpxuyeu;, and for Colonel Al LAy Ul Ule AldDdind rngnway ﬁalety

Patrol.

wna Alarmicocnd ywith tha Tinema nind e A SOE o TNl a )
wWao WUdDLUOLOoTEU wu..u ujc Ut:pcu. iient on 2 L4/ Ov dliU Uepd..rllllen[d.l.

Attorney John Murphy of the Civil Rights Division advised that such  {_/
a subpoena would absolutely have no force and effect outside of the

With regard to the subpoena for the Director, this queation /
boundaries of the State of Alabama, .

EX 104

Sullivan is advising the Birmingham Officé of the identities .

nf tho nthor individhiala wha hava hoaon anbaonand and anSn‘Lnn hanal-_ - .
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ground information regarding these individuals, The identities of the
individuals who have been subpoenaed for the defense are also being
brought to the attention of the Miami Office so that they may be discussed

with the informant and any information of value he hasvoncerting these

individuals obtained, 1 MAY 7 19RS

The matter of the subpoena for the Director,_as well as the
8 subnoena for Mrg, Rowe, wag hrnnn-hf to the attention of the Deg¥Ttment

LR RIRS W w KA AN A ATAS ASE AR v RIH VA AR bW R RLETIILALELE VA WA A WpSRA W &

today (4/29/65). Attorney D. R. Owen of the Civil Rights Division §dvised
that the suipoenas would have no effect outside of the State of Ala a,
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This concerns the t“ ™l of Collie
LeRoy Wilkins in state court, lLowndes
County, Ala,, for the murder of Mrs,
Liuzzo which.is currently in progress. ;
Tilkins®, attorney, Matt Murphy, before

tha +wd -1 Pusrwam hoad o michoconone $asaedd
AL T b W HGE-H MGI‘ L3 BUUPUGI-I“ DD U

for SAC Ingram to appear to testify on |
the opening day of trial 5/3/65. Ingram

appeared with a Department attorney

present to protect Government's intered S
on 5/3/65 and was told his testimony ! T A
would not be needed until today, Since T e
lefense has rested its case, it does
not appear Ingram will be called., Any

such letter from Murphy ams described inkie:. .

1ttached will be promptly brought to | t

vour attention and appropriately handla 1

‘7e certainly will not afford Murphy or ' : ',?‘- : R I S
tlowe any polygraph tests regarding a . . el < e
natter that has been testified to 1n - A

court ynder oath, ;
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SﬁO INGR AH,JOIRHINGHAH, AGAIN APPEAREO IN CIRCUIT COURT
HAYNEVILLE, ALASMA TODAY IN RESPONSE T0 SUBPOENA. DEFENSE ATTORNEY
MATT HRPHY COMPLETED PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE FOR THE szrusr VITHOUT
kCALLING _SAC. AS DEFENSE RESTED CASE AND COURT ADJOURNED FOR LUHCH,
MURPHY APPROACH:.D SAC AND STATED HE INTENDED TO WRITE A LETTER TO _ ’

DIRFFTOR VOOVER DEHANDING THAT GARY THOMAS ROWE AND HE, VRPHY; BE

GIVEN "LIE DETECTOR™ TESTS IN ORDER.TO PROVE TH@& Rav )AS LyINa \:HEN |
ROVE CLAIMED IN COURT YESTERDAY THAmmm-n HAD INSTRUCTED HIN TO
SAY THAT THE FBI HAD OFFERED HIN A FARM IN MINNESOTA AND A CONSIDER-
ABLE; -SUM OF MONEY Tn FURNISH tnrnnuntlgn fn HE angﬂﬁh”?%f{lﬂﬁ’rnggkl. .
VAS MADE TO NURPHY BY SAC INGRAW nze%nnma nunpur,smﬁﬁr;gus':__ ﬁ’f/}/
ABOVE rop)pq’eau S INFORMATION, “' T b M )

_',"CAA
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL MRS. V10LA GREGG Lxuzzo. AKA ET

1"1. rtcu-oa — E'L!LT".H L AwS L 1
AL BASH vxcrlns. CR basH EL. IR R
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™ AS_OF NOON RECESS ToDAY FIVE WITNESSES FOR PROSECUTION g
) ) ALABAMA cTor®@ tmesreme’ 1o F

‘HAVE .BEEN CALLED TO STAND. - TWO ASTS) BURGESS AND MC GEE !
. ’ i
TESTIFIED RELATIVE TO FINDING BODY OF VICTIH LIUZZU IN a0

AUTOMOBILE OFF HIGHWAY EiGHTY EAST IN LOWNDES COUNTY- SHERIF'F'

FRANK RYALS, LOWNDES COUNTY, ALA., ,n:snru:o AS; TO CRIME BEING g

WITHIN JURISDICTiON OF LOWNDES COUNTY. R TR
I u'
- STATE INVESTIGATORS; WILLIE bPAINTER AND E-Jt nlxon.

TESTIF‘IED AS TO PRESERVATION OF CRIHS SCENE AND: VEHICLE o

1
‘ i

BELONGING TO LIUZZO PLUS rtuoxuc vnazous ARTICLES IN! AUTDMOBILE
lucuuoxne A BULLET THAT WAS FOUND ON THE RIGHT REAR FLOOR MAT.

" VICTIM LEROY JEROME MOTON, UL SHO rur, AND emw -
‘ O t}&b%ﬁ 7 3.2//("f"’“ ’D
- T HOMAS nows EXPECTED TO' TESTIFY THIS AFTERNOON DE PENDINGUPON
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- FEDERAL 3UREAU OF INVe _TIGATION

REIFORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE FERl?D
MOBILE MOBILE 5/3/65 /5 - b/20/C5
TiTLE OF CASE . REFORT MADE BY _ TYPET
EUGENE THOUAS; ET AL; LS\ — A | 1
VIOLA GREGCG LIU:JZO_. aka.: CHARACTER OF CASE
LEROY JERCIE MOTON - VICTIMS
CR - LL
>
b7c—

./ REFERENCE Report of SA \NNNERob1le, U/3/65.
[

Summary memorandum of Mobile to Bureau, 442/65.
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ilo disaemination will be made of this repot‘f to
the U. S. Attorney, Moblle, Ala., or Departmental Attérney
until such time ms the Bureau furnishes approval f‘or. the '
dlsseminction of 'this report. . . ; 1570

K
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LR A

vised that recently he had been ”ﬁ
on a business trip 1o Port Arthur, Texds. He stated that he [
happened to be in either the courthows e or-the City Hall
when he overheard a conversation between two policemen. He ‘
3a1d one ol the policemen had a mxmber of docunentt 1n his

L)

APPROVED o 5 .r(j,'f - B O AT : " DO MOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADKE : £~ : ] Y -
{?- Burecu (44-28501) S yyro j)k/fd,()_/ﬂ ./’// ‘AE.C'
1 - USBA, liotile, Ala. A e —= *
1 - Departmental Attorney e ] T 2y E’J _
¢ Selm2, Ala. ‘ A 1965 : o,
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hand and he asked the other peliceman if the name on them
looked familiar. From therest of the conversation.
informant 2dvises. 1t appeara that documents concerned the

arrest of a wan named LIUTZO at Port Arthur, Texas, in
TQ’JQ LIUSSO it gseems, was digtributinre communist 1iterature

Ak NS LA i 3 iif L ke VA AW WA W

with about 15 other wh1te° and Negroes at the time of his
arrest in the Negro section of Port Arthur. VIOLA GREGG
LIUZZO is the Detroilt, Michigan, housewife shot and killed -
in Lowndes County, Ala. ., on 3/25/' ‘

Informant advised that the converstion between
the two pollcemen was not for his ears, but that on the
other hand, they seemed unconcerned as to who heard them.
He stated that one of them 8ald that this should be reported
to the FBI and the other one said something like, "We'd better
think that over." . w,g- ‘ L ia &!‘
no o HE B .
The Albuquerque Division set rar a lead fér
Houstorl at Port Arthur, Texas, to search tle files of *the
Police Department and the Sheriff's Office for any record
which would substantiate the above information and advioe
interested offices of the results. g )
. 4 . - TR
LEADS B FE oo R ' _ R

- ; -
(AR f"‘

ATLANTA AND memmm DIVISIONS LINFORMATION) rat!

One copy each of this re sort 1% géing designated
for the Birmingham and Atlanta Divizions due to the elose
proximlty of these offices to the Mobile Division and

they may dz2sire to be appri ed of"the statua of instant case.

‘_ "

VISION - £ ' 'R' ) )
w o -'s'c'-'fd';

AT UHAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA w111 follow and report
results of Ttate prosecution regarding subjects THOMAS,
WILKINS and EATON R P r'ﬁ‘

AT ssnm AAPBAMA *° Will report restits of the
Houstoh OtF{ce check ol the Police Department and Sherirr's
Orflce records at Port Arthur, Texas.

COVER mas A
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i_- 1 -1, S. Attorney, Mebile ‘Ala, l R
Copy toe - 1 - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Ala. " -
Repost oh SA chj_,,Ofﬂcu MOBILE
Date: 5/3/95 5
Field Office File Nos 4181 -1245 . Boreaw File Noa 44-23501
" Tl EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; N )

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0;
LERCY JEROME MOTON .- VICTIMS ’

Cuarcten CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS ?;
Synopsis Federal charges against aubjectﬁ THOMAS, WILKINS

and EATON presented to the:Federal Grand Jury, MDA, ‘ohv
6/054 A true bill returned against tha Ibove 3 suhdects
4/ /65, Cor violation T18, S;Ml USC 3;

uummary memorandum prepared regarding captioned
case at Selwa, Ala., 4/12/€5, for the purpose of dissemination
of the results of *nvestirat101 in this case to State:
authoritiecs 3o that they mﬂgh* present murder chargeS'against _
the ﬁoove three gubjects to the Grand Jury, 9/65,;\Subjects

THOMAS, WILIKINS and EATON ind‘cted for Firpt Degree Murder
in the de:th of ﬁ;pu¢m LIUZ2Z0, oy uownuea uounuy uranquaury o
b/22/65. T RN

R

J‘hjects THOMAS, WILKINS and EATON arraigned
- §/2€/65, ILowndes County, pled not gullty te¢ the charges
in the irdictment. grated severance to be tried separately.
and surjcct WILKINS scheduled for trial 5/3/65% Supplemental
FBI Laboravory report regoarding ammunition examinatlien and

supplemental to“icologj report from Alabama State Department
6f Toxicolory n%t Torth herein
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; DETAILS:
AT SELMA, ALABANA

al A b -..I D
On April 8, 19065, the U, 5. Attornm Of

siCe
Middle District of Alzbama, furnished a cop y of a thue |
bill of indictment againast subjects THOMAS, WILIIING and
EATON which 1ndictment vias returned abalnst these subjects
by a Federal Grand Jury on’ April 6, 1965, for violation - .-
Title 18, Section 241, U. S. Code. The contents of the '
Federal Grand Jury indicfmént are as follows:

¢<

"COFY OF MIDICTMENT. which was returned on April 6, 1965,
by TFederal Grand Jury 1n Hontcomery. A1ﬂhnmﬁ
. 5 "I THE DISTRICT COURT OF
noe T ¥ THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
! # . = de.d MIDDLE DISTRICT. OF ALADAMA,
- 3 S f - EASTERN DIVISION S X

* n . ¥

.,q; [IET L

$
“UNITED oTATL.S oF MIT RICA: e

Fapn
’

LUTILIAM ORVILLE EATON, ¢ 4 7 L
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS. JR.Y © . ¢ . i

EUGENE; THOMAS . ™ 7 T R I B EANRME Y

P U 3 SR RO i L

"(13 vse "41) '? AR A ' . L$Z¥& ha f v

"The Grand Jury charaes: "‘ : _}*'55-'-

n . Lo D L

Lo comrrl""A . _-_r.a-**‘

"Com-oneing on or alout March 1, 1955, and eontinuing
to on cr about March 25, 19G5. wn,LIASi ORVILLT . .
EATOY. COLLIE LEROY WILKTS, JR. and EUQENE THOMAS,
wilthir the Mlddle Districi of Alabama, conspilred

- togetner with each other and with bther persona to
the Grond Jury unknown to 4njure. oppreas, thrba%en,
and ‘ntimidate citizend of the United'States in the
vie'nty of Selma and Montsomery, Alarama, ‘in the
frees exerolse and enjoimcnt of certa’n rights and
privfleccs sacured to them by the Constltution and™

laus of “the United States. and hecaﬁg;;éf their havi

L4

-

: } axercised such rizhts ag rollovs";-‘,. :4,,.‘ ‘*as,
] ‘ _ ~;
- t_ ) N ‘ e : .'Q :""J' M T . t‘ ib
D SRR S IR S v *
P L _ 5 . . . a5 & o e g
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- ™1) The right to publicly protest unlawful : 't,,;f_
deprivation of the right of Negro clticens .
of Alatama to recrister to vote and to voue
for candldates for federal offlce.

jooway

"{2) The right to encourage and assist Negro
cltizens of Alabama 1n the exercise of thelr S
right to reglaster to vote and to vote for T -
candidates for federal office.. | Loows T

"(3) The right to peaceably assemblej publicly
protest and petltion the Governor of the
otate of Alabama for redress of grievances on
behalr of Negro citizens of Alabama, free from
arbitrary interference by the State of Alabama.

"(4) 7The right to participate’in a ﬁirch from -{ P
Jelma to Montgomery, Alabama, tolpresent a . S
~ petition to the GQovernor-of Alabgma 1n  »i;
liontgomery. and to participate ih the carrying
out of a propsoed plan for such march pursuant
.o to an order entered on March 17, 1965, by .
The Unlted States Dictrict Court‘for the Hiddle
District of Alabami, in the case.of WILLIAMS v.
UALLACB, Civit Action ,,-2}@1—11.. ‘.g !"' ii’t
"(5}) The right to travel to and fromtthU'State of
=~ "Alabama and to use interstate highways and @ther
Instrumentalities cf 1nterstate aommer:e- in®
ard through Alabama. ; .° _ CE et
L T v
UL £ 3 was a part of the plan and purpoel or the . ; -~
concplracy that the defendants would harass, U'ﬁ‘f‘éaﬁér’l,
pursuz2 and assault ¢itlzens of (the United States.in.
the arca of Selma and Mortgomery. Alabama, whb ?
vWere partieipating or had participated in, or who
- were lending or had lent their-support to a demonatration
march from Selma to lontzomery, Alabama,.purSuant~
to the Pplan, referred to above, that was approved .
by thc order of the United Stdtaes Distrist' Court for
the Middle District of Alabama-on Maren- 17, 1965 PR

: “"In violntion of Section 241 of Tx’tla,laj United |
| ’ .~ Statas Code..' R 4§ ,#? ; 'i*‘ﬂ“’" ﬂ‘“h
N {,a- . A mus Bt ¢ SRR
~ - ) ( .-k . .. ; . P - o, L ‘ N ‘ inia’ , s "“.
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-* Lo
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On April 12, 1965, pursuant to instructions ‘
received rom the U. S. Pepartment of Justice, a summary
memorandvm containing pert*nent details in reference to

-r TTIr M AlAly
bll!: b[lUUinlb U.t V bb.l.lll Ll Vo ll. JJUWIL\-I!:-J UUWII.:J, ALdvAMA

was prepared and was to be furnished to local authot'ities
after review by the Department.

H ¢ A
Subsequently, the Department requested deletions :
in the summary wmemorandum which deletions were made and
thereafter the summary memorandum was delivered to Circuit
Sollcitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR. at Greenville; Alabama.

On April 19, 10(7 the State murder cage involvin
subjects THOMAS, WILKINS and PATON was presented to a
State Grand Jury which convened at Hayneville, Alabama,
and on April 22, 1965, the State Qrand Jury returned a

. Pirst Degree Murder indictment against COEiIE LEROY WIEKINS,

. age 21+ EUGENE THOMAS and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, accordirg
to Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, .JR. vho furnished,the
above information on April 22, 1965, N

Solicitor GAMBLE advised on April 23, 1963, that
he and Sheriff FRANK RYALS of Lowndes County, Alabama,
had traveled to Blrmingham, Alabama; on the evening ol -
April 22, 1965, and all tiiree subjects, WILKINS, THOMAS and
EATON, were surrendered to theilr custody by their attorney,
MATT MURL!Y. They were arraigned and admigted to bond
or same date at Birmingham. , .

ng
e |

i

On April 26, 1965, ARTHUR GAMBLE, Circult Solicitor, N
advised that on instant date WILKIN3, THOIMAS and EATON had
been alfforded a formal hearing before Circuit Judse T, WERTH .
THAGARD ot Hayneville, Alabama and all of the subjects pled
not puilty to the first degree murder charges in the indictment.
Their attorney, MURPHY, requested separate trials in
reference to the three above individuals and they trial of
COLLIE LEROY, UILKIHS was sebd for the week of May 3, 1965

l.

On April . 1965, the followlng laboratory

examinat ' on was conducted éj the FBI LabLoratory in refeggnce

FA a nnmnﬁn!enp ef‘ u.n!nnd nﬂhf‘

vh‘ﬂgn casasn nhfnﬂnnd fﬂnm

he sublcclo or thia cane at Bir 12m, Alzbama
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8/7/65
et | 1 - Mr, Higes
Alrter o -
i EX 109
Tot 8AC, Mobile (44-1245) R
FSEG'] >
From: Director, (44-28601) // -

EUGENE TIIOMAS, BT AL; - .
YIOLA GN™GG LIUZZO, AEAj ! ,
LEROY JA'(ES NOTON - VICTIMS - {
CIV1L RIGHIS; ELECTION LAWB_ :

Reurlet 5/3/63 enciosing the report of BA — b7
LI W =t Uobile dated 5/3/85. v _

t ‘ ; ’\4
- Bureaﬁ approval 18 granted for igmediate é : ;
disseminntion of this report to Departmental Attorner >
1n Se1m1 and appropriate U. 8. Attorney.

- JWH/ral ' ' v L Sl |
(4) ' L -
NOTE: The report o2 SA at Mobile dated 5/3/65
has been reviewed by appropriate Bureau supervisor, The report.
sets forth Federal and state prosecutive action against the
subjects in this case and also includes the supplemental toxicolo
report from the Alabama State Department of Toxicology re autops
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N (= S \ ¥, 2 L TR
- - m mf-maf"l - ﬁg“"s 1 . . bl./l (rl'(]-_?:h.(&,_
' mmmamt'r: CICIAN N
M\ ‘y My, !?r-‘u-:- _
: ‘ M, Callal
: -rELr-' "y " - bir, Croarmd...
FBI MOBILE } | - ES Ef’f;;fj
- | . ' - ) ‘(/'tf’ r. R-we _“
12=45 PM CST. URGENT 8/7/65 LLO W r Eullivl
- - ’ V T. Tlvel_._.
T0 DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM Nr. Trotter—
r}o(noms (44-1245) 2P . M o
\f’ - - —
C?’ Qv 2253 - AL ECTren s
} EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL; VIOLA ensae LIUZZO, ETAL - VICTIMS, CR - H..
K " I : i
-= ; ‘ . /
REMOTEL MAY SIX, SIXTYFIVE, CONCERNINB THE Pnoenzss or IHE_ y “"
TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER IN srara cxncuxr counr‘ar HAYNEVILhE, J".
ALA, .- o RS ‘“€7“' \ \3 B A
' ' AT ¢ ! ‘ "‘\'. '
DURING THE MORNING or MAY szvzu, sxxrrrtva.atus JURY - ;
'y
CONTINUED ITS DELIBERATIONS RETURNING TO THE COURTROOM ONCE o
N \ .,

VITH SEVERAL IMQUIRIES WHICH TME. JUDGE HEARD. ~ONE INQUIRY
\AGAIN CONCERNED THE DISTINCTION BETVEEN THE DEGREES OF nunntn
AND MANSLAUGHTER. THE OTHER INQUIRY RELATED TO THE AﬂoUnr or

¥EIGHT THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN T0 THE Iﬁsrlheur oF AN AcconPLIcs.
THE JUDGE ANSWERED JURY'S QUESTIONS AND 1NSTRucrzu~;ntl

- *‘4,... .
"ro CONTINUE THEIR DELIBERATIONS. THEY 1uulcurznlruat Intt,n:ns :
|

H

* t‘ .

NOT IN AGREEHENT AT THIS TINE. AT NOON, JURY A
END PAGE ONE N SR
- - - ‘1 EX 110 E" T j
L] ',""'--.- A
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PAGE TWO | ,

TO RECESS FOR LUNCH AND IT WILL ﬁ:suns'DELIBERAr;ONS IN THE

AFTERNOON OF MAY SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE, | |
THE JUDGE HAS INDICATED THAT HE HAS A FISKING COMMITMENT

FOR THIS WEEKEND AND HE THINKS AT iu:s TIME ruar@xr THE JURY

DOES NOT ARRIVE AT ITS DECISION Araruz CLOSE OF QUSINESS TODAY,

1\ ..-‘. “

HE MAY LOCK THENM UP FOR THE vEEKEND, | T Ptie 3 i

u-.

11' st ) P - ,
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FROM

SUBJECT:

rt

TerNies T e

WMONM MOes M. 18 / |- 10

T C) | __ Ay, <
UNITED STATES GOV NMENT :.,"""_é__
Memorandum e —
Falt
C .. Gale 1
Mr. Beln{iE, /  oare May 7, 1965 R MY
- N | | '{ = Mr. Mohr T
A Ros,{:\(/!v/ 1 - Mr. DeLoach } rotes
. 1 1 - Mr, Belmont Gandy
- ¢ 1 - Mr. Rosen
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 1 - Mr, Malley 1 /
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. McGowan e

SA NI { the Mobile Office advised at 6:07 p. m. b7<'_.
Washington time, that the jury had returned and stated that they . ;
had been unable to reach any agreement. The jury returned at '
6:05 p. m., Washington time. A mistrial was declared by the
Judge. W i

Information was received that the jurors stood 10 for conviction
and 2 for acquittal. This reportedly was the vote of the juro¥s from
the beginning of their deuberations up until the end. a

: A ] Iy : i

ke A

. ACTION:

The Mobile Office has been instructed to discreetly check the
names of the jurors through the office files and to furnish any . \
~ information concerning the jurors particularly with reference to - -\J
the individual jurors who may have questioned the witnessea,” ¥
Mob le was also instructed to furnish any further detaﬂs or plans / |
+

aof ti Plosecution for a new trial. . ‘}
I ERE SR - ,
| IR ) . T 'y i . ’ '
) T Y .'!"‘f-:b.
T, PR _ FEE ,,:,_. . ]
k ?f’:” : m! i«{ l
] TAR) i S AU /-j"
: “.. ’ v Fl £
s MAY 10 B85
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TRUE COPY

Wed 5-5-65 |

Dear Mr. Hoover;

At 8:55 this A. M. I heard a news broadcast on
station WIMI) (FM). .

Referring to the Luizzo slaying, the announcer mentioned
the F.B.1. "informer"” in the case.

It seems to me that a man who risks his life for his

“ country is deserving of a better reference than this, so, I calléd the
F.B;1. to inquire. Was nicely turned away. It didn’t surprise me

ﬂ as I realize your bureau rarely discusses the status of it's personnel.

It seems that every group or individual interested in
America and freedom, receives a "title' always negative, by the press
and news casters. One thinks of the term "rebels' applied to the
Communists in the Congo who murdered our people and the other term

"mercenaries" for their opponents. Surely all the defenders were not
“mercenaries. " .

e ate T

Keep up your wonderful efforts to maintain our freedom.

God bless you.

RV /
1 1’
’ ~? :
5 7/ '

e
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T R May7, 1968 |

) | ;k-. e
Your letter of May 5th has been recelved, and I want
to thank you for your kind gentiments and generous comments con-
cerning my administration of the FBL R i{s hoped that our future
endeavors continue to meet with your approval.: - T T
- . N x \
It was good of yod to write and give me your bhger- -
- vations. In view of your interest, I am encloslng some materlal
which I trust will be helpful. : Yt
| - I F
b Slncerel y yours, - ‘-?4"-;’ !
. ST e T A e T DEE
1.;-,-: _“, '1.9’7 ... " ;;? .z mg S J
- N L
' . ‘iu . N 3 2 ) :
LR e Ey

Enclosur.:s (3) : -
U. 8. News & World Report 12/21/64 R
"Our Hﬂrlta.ge of Greatness" o - -
._,) The FBI'S Role in the Fieldo{Civilnghta S ;

(\ ,NOTE: Correspondent cannot be 1dentiﬁed in Buﬁles. / ‘.

| /( s !
) :gl)_.Sejc L

MANID 7

Tobom . .
Mofmumt ., )

Mobr . L M
frel . mh 3
[T

Tele. Room
Holmes . __
war oo reLeryee unrr (1

Gandy

{“ﬂ.{"‘ A ﬁ"’"""""’"

o -h_.‘l"u..ﬂ-_, T
T



A . *.-(‘;S- " o S..C i'- g -
\ d @ L ,’”"’._.'-,':.'/ 0 :::g:lm_____
(\%‘ I (P - ::r Mnhr
- o g -~ g r, DPLO{'!
BOLETICE Mo, Compor
M, Cligham
Me. Conrad... __ ]
. . ' M Foly
1 |- = . . . . ) Hr. Al
FBI WASH DC - - i |
. L oM™ | M, nwl._.,:__
\ Mr. Trtter
W Tete. Reom.____
Miss Iluima
Miss Gandy___
. ' ’{’
FBI MOBILE ¢ - } / i
ot .(‘ ¥ /
9535 PM CST URGENT . 3/6/65 A VFP e Y
) : 4
TO DE;ZG;OR X o 7 I
FROM MOBILE /44-1245/ i " v ;'“ grrr
4 N e t ; AL B
30 Iﬁ T ‘,‘ ’ #g_ﬁ‘,tin.
. ~ . . 1 - e _‘, :
EUGENE THOHAS ET ALg VIOLA LIUZZU DASH VIC CR.’[L}' . '?’-;'u'.-'
_REMOTEL ToDay, o ETERRE &

JURY IN INSTANT CASE- DELIBERATED UNTIL EIGHx PM CST UHEN FORE!AN
'ADVISED COURT THAT A DECISION DID NOT APPEAR POSSIBLE UITH*THE SHORT
PERIOD OF TIME. JUDGE ORDERED THE JURY BE TAKEH TO HDNTGO!IRY ALA

&,J
AND FED AND MAINTAINED THERE UNTIL TOMMORROW NORNING NINE,AH., At~ ‘r):f’
VHICH TIME WE BELIEVED THE FOOD AND REST, ¥OULD HELP THEM REACH NV .

¢ i? K] * 5 . 'ﬁh“
A DECISION EARLY TMHQRRO'. { '-., 5 é ‘ &. oot ’i
1‘1 3 ma‘ L —-——_“ ¥
vA HFL - S Xt i
j" ) v e 2 10 1955 t’ (0
FBI WASH DC R P ” ."QY, L0, " g
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/J EDGAR HOOVER .
' DIRECTOR FBI THE JUSTICE BEPT WASHDC =

PLEASE ADVISE UNDER WHAT LAY UMDER COVER MEN LIKE ROVE IN SELMA
CASE ARE HIRED BY YOUR DEPARTHMENT. HOW LONG HAVE YOU HAD SUCH‘ -
—— g P T ﬂl
oF Tha.. COUNTRY ARE THEY OPERATING AND IN WHAT TYPES OF AC'[IVITY b
5 MAY 11 865
IN ADDITION TO KLAN VORK
—— s ——— D

A VERNON CR:JP HANAGING EDITOR TIMES UNION Rocnzsrmmfir% SEESE
D2 7 aaefr iU CUrwz

TYPE ’\GENTS OPERATING AND HOU MANY ARE THERE. ‘IN UHAT AREAS _.
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Yyd_2940l—-
- . Honorable A. Vernon Croop ,
ﬂ Rochester Tixmes-Union ’ S S U
V . Rochester 14, New York a [ S |
: o LT TN
" Dear Mr. Croop. ' o R S
. . o :-_"___"__»,‘.‘ A 1 |
C o o chr telegram of May 5 1965, has been recelved. ST l L &
oL | - With rezord to your inguiries, the development of ' ] L \
.- good informants 13 2n iraportznt function of the FEI in handling its - . - 3\‘
responsibilities in riminal ond subversive fields. As inthe -
casz of bir, Cory T,~ficwe, {niormants have made tremendous o -
cortyibutions to cur work, rnot only providing valuadble assistance " - -~
in the soiution of coses, but often furnisting tips which allow us to ' a
tale prev&.hve action. :
oW o ) .9
= Whﬂemany infornants voluntarily he! >througha. T -
0 senze of public duty, we do pay them for thelr eflorts on occasfon. <&
8 _ Unier notircumstances, however, are they considered employees > 5 -
o otttaPFm“'"“:.‘-,,-. . ¢ T L&
1 é X . ’ : . 't‘ =~
> 8 I regzct that T am unable to furnish you data concerning . f_a'
= the mumbsrs of informants who are assiztinr the FEI or the areas of g =y
-——— the courtry in wkich tkey ere ci.crating, There is enclosed 2 capy of:;
: the FEI Anmual Fleport for the 1504 fiscal year which contains, on -
: pace 5, nuormahonrelath'lgtomomantswhichltrnstwmbeoi
assistance to you. B o) =~ —
) R‘/ —~3 £
Eincerely yours, H : _-__E
. NOTE: See M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo, dated 5-6-65, capf;ionecF L
wi _fa’A. Vernon Croop, Managing Editor, Rochester Tlmes-Union, Rochestfr,
Ry w York. " Address obtained from files. ' .
—rmpfil T \/ %/‘Té g V="
1 o - Enclosure ' nt :
«—— 1 - M}.! DeLoach (sent with cover memo) Sy van (se wlth cover :'nemfo)

[ ORAG (sent with gover memo) . T
E;,_g@;,_i@.\%cm«” S —————.—

Ana




MAY 1842 ISMTNOM -

A G2, MG, ND. 17 ﬁ ’
UNITED STATES ) RNMENT G %ﬁ??ﬂ.’:ﬁ
F

wohr
L ' "DeLoorh o
Memoranaum ! - ur. Conrad e —
.. - 1 - Office, Room 7133  Covd—
TO : Mr, nrad DATE: 5/7/65 Gale
P >~ ! . “Ill.:-
L A ; Iy 1 - Mr. Williams I:ﬂ,
fROM : R, H. Jevo %f" Tele. Room —___
- Holmes .
, r- //9 ‘ Gandy
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; VIOLA GREGG v\ '
LIUZZO, AKA,.,; LEROY JERQME MOTON,

VICTIMS; CR - EL ' ,4‘1‘/

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise that SA
Marion E, Williams testified in Hayneville, Alabama, on May 5,
and May 6, 1965, as to his examinations of evidence in this
case and to identify the items of evidence introduced during
his testimony which remained ip the custody of the court.

-Ql Bullet fragment Zrom under right front seat *
Q4 Mutilated bullet from inside top of car over
right door
Ql4 Piece of metal removed from body of car below
- left rear window
Q15 Piece of metal removed from left door of cnr
+ Q16 Bullet from victims body
+Ql7 Bullet from rear floor mat, passenger side v
Q25 - Q30 Six cartridges from K3
Q52 One .22 caliber cartridge j

Q53 - Q57 Five .38 Special cartridge cases found T
approximately .55 mile east of victim's \ )
car -

. K3 .38 Special Smith and Wesson revolver, Serial
; No. C-418827

The prosecutive action in this case will be reportad
by the Mobile Office.

ACTION:

- L s
. For information: ii§* ;51/,‘
44-28601 - . J///%;‘(iy
| ~ Mr. Belmont ‘ : . \ ¢

1 -

l ~ « R , . AP B C
1~ Mr. lcGowan REC- 34 Vv =24+ 1 —3//
1 -’ Mr, M. A. Jonecs, Room 4264 P ; o

o e g L o




UNITED STATES GOSARNMENT | I -- S omdum

? - PR . J——

M emoranaum PR ==

[N Conrod —
TO : Mr Rosen’.” | , pate: May 8, 1965 Roses —
: - T tvom .

: ' : 1 - Mr. Rosen Tevel
FRoM  C, McGowan{,/ 1 - Mrs Malley

Tele. foom
i - Mr, McGowan § Conr —
-1 -Mr, McGrath '
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS ET AL, 1 - Mr, Hines
/ VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. Dobbs A W
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAW ’ M ‘

Assistant Director Belmont requested SA O. L. Dobbs to determine
if it was known as to which-juror asked if the Bureau had examined the gun

and cartridge cases used in the killing of Mrs, Vigla Liuzzo for finapmrint;

as the Director would probably be interested in knowing if this -ju—r_orvv-va-s_t;é
of the two jurors who voted for acqulttal. ’ . ’
!

After reviewing available ticklers and newspaper articles Inspectm
Joseph A, Sullivan was contacted at Selma, Alabama, who advised this
information had not been obtaineyl to date. Inspector Sullivan nventioned
that it-probably would not be pogsible to obtain information except through
direct contact of one of the jurors,

t

Mr. Belmont was advised of the above information. ‘Mr, Belmont

advised that the juror should not be contacted to obtain this information,

Inspector Bullivan was advised of Mr, Belmont‘s comments, but
was requested to immediately furnish this information to the Bureau should

it come to his attention through other sources. ° 3 P
ACTION _ o il /;./

_ For informatigh. : @ o i W V
OLD:imt | c_§f' ST :
@

e N7 , . ‘. S
i fomy, YU 13("[_,_4._ i

rere—e el | ANE TS

L9 e MY 10!1955 .




GENERAL INVESTIGAY )E DIVISION . Q

This matter relate: > murder '
of civil rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo,

between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama,
on 3-25-65,

‘Murder trial of subject Collie
Leroy Wilkins began in State Court on
5-3-85.

Gary Thomas Rowe is our

e d
ey prosecution witness. , .

-t
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ST ‘E;_ : _ (;’ | ?Eg

(4

: ) Hr. T-leon T~
'I-. ‘1r. Br‘h‘l‘\t‘ﬂ(...]/
: o

o i . = M :
‘ | - '1!%:0?% s"i T 3, ﬁ%srér '
FBI MOBILE ; Y5 | f""(}f sh can.:V/
i . : = “1pw 3 Me
=S N TELEri Ny - .

_ _ g g
1 \ » 635 PM CST URGENT 5/5/65 vsp > V=
0 DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM ' e

FROM MOBILE /44-1245/

I A
. . -~ f '

@ o, ' 6 \v
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL+ VIOLA GREGG LIVUZZO. ET AL-' ICTIHiE
Cint PALTe - i1 oy Lntes -

'
REMOTEL THIS DhTEa SUMMARIZING HORNING PROCEEDINGS IN TRdﬂL

IN CAPTIONED MAT'rr-iR AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. ,* fi4 Ui i,
, ) A t—\ b
DURING THE AFTERNOON SESSION OF THE TRIALAATHE STATE COMPLETED
- 3.7
THE PRESENTATION OF ITS CASE, ALTHOUGH IT DID.NOT REST. "ALABAMA -,

(S 1

HIGHNAT PATROLMAN HAGOOD: BIRMINGHAM AGENTS GETTINGS:‘LAHEY. SHANAHAN,

MOBILE AGENT ARCHIBALD L. RILEY, AND LABORATORY EXAMINER MARIAN '
PR nr**" i td
WILLIAMS ALL TEST{FLED. e . _"4-;{;. :

I 4

* FOLLOWING DIRECT EXAMINATION OF, LABQRATORY EXAMINER WILLIAMS,
DEFENSE COUNSEL MURPHY SPENT CONSIDERﬁBLE TIME ON QROSS-EXAMINAT ONC

FOLLOHING RECESSIN. OF THE PROCE!DINGS FOR THE. DAY: THE PRESS :

3

ASKED MURPHY WHY HE SPENT S0 MUCH TIME CROSS -SXAHINING UILLIAMS.,

!

MURPHY STATED THAT THE PRESS HAD NOTED THAT HILLIAHS COULD NOT

+ »

MAKE THE SAME- EXAHINATION ON THE HITNESS STAND THAT HE HADE IN §

17y, gk & ¢ ¥~
END PAGE ONE """'EXIIG,RH" 99-—--3_..L_ g A U’

- w;n'
L, 5 U G4 NAY 11 1965 .
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.
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SR | o | -
PAGE THO socecs _ : )
"} LABORATORY IN WASHINGTON. HE INDICATED THAT HE REGARDED THIS AS
A CRITICAL ISSUE. KE shﬁp THAT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE WAS PLACED
ON THIS CASE IN SEEKING A CONVICTION, BY LYNDON BAINE3 JOHNSON.,

AND THIS MIGHT BE THE REASON WHY THE SAME EXAMINATION COULD NOT

BE DONE ON THE WITNESS STAND AS WAS DONE IN THE LABORATORY.

MURPHY WAS ASKED WHAT TYPE OF DEFENSE HE PROPOSED TO MAKE.

'

* o4

HE INFERRED THAT HE WOULD ASK FOR DISMISSAL UPON’ COMPLETION OF }
STATES CASE. AND DID NOT SPECIFY BEYOND Tnxs AS TO THE ‘ i
- - [ . - - } * " “. .

DEFENSE PLANS. b o et ‘ Y 3

? . ‘ﬂmml !LAus of th(hcﬂ
RDBERT SHELTON: IMPERIAL WIZARD OF THE ‘U‘Kﬂ'a UAS ASKED HHAT

TYFE OF DEFENSE WOULD BE MADE AND HE INFORMED THE PRESS:THAT

THE DEFENSE WOULD SHOW WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ROHE WAS, AND THAT

-—

HE HAD AN ARREST RECORD FOR CARRYING AUTOMATIC 'WEAPONS. ;-

THE FOLLOWING 1S A LISt oFIEL:l;EMBgRs WHO WERE OBSERVED IN i
ATTENDANCE DURING THE PROCEEDINS ON THIS DATES ROBERT SHELTON,
ROBERT M. CREEL, MELVIN SEXTONs CHARLES C. KELLET.~CURTHIS DOLES,
RALPH ROTON, ALL BELIEVED T0 BE FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA, AND
LORENZO BENDER OF DOTHAN, ALA+» WHO WAS FORMERLY A KLANSMAN IN
LOWNDES COe» ALA. R

! ‘ T
END PAGEE TWOeesases - Ly

o s —
-
-~ P—p r -
e




PAGE THREE ... e | o
seeecs MATonaL STATFS Q,,avs /%tr’

THE FOLLOHING MEMBERS OF THE -NSRP WERE OBSERVED IN ATTENDENCB
qu;nhnl UNKrTLCR)

ON THIS DATE: DR- EDHARD Re FIELDSa/NU GENTRY: ROBERT J- VICKERSON.,

RALPH De SIXTON» ALL FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA. .
THE DATA CONCERNING THE AUTOMATIC h‘[-:l'-'tPC)Nl REFERRED TO BY ‘

1 P
SHELTON CONCERNS AN ARREST Ol' ROHE WITH OTHER: KLANSMEN IN CONNECTION

llt‘u'. "" o - :
WITH A-CR DEHONSTRATION IN mNTmMERY: ﬂLAoi‘" BIRHINGHAH Is "‘"i'~"~ j;
BEING REQUESTED TO CHECK THIS MATTER TO ASC?RTAIN UHETHER THERE !
£

IS ANY PERTINENT REEUTTAL DATA wﬂzcn MA‘( Ba l.l.l:o T0 ‘ru!: ATTTENTION

. n’“«'d a‘ :,‘ R l . o o
| oF tHE cmcun‘ sou.tcnon. -y PO IR ‘I LF SRR ’f‘ - %
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* : De R

Memorandum e
Felt A
TO e Mr. Belmont([.\‘ T ' ‘ { DATE: . 5/6/65 - @
N - . i Ivom
- . ) Pl . . . Tovel
. - B - . Trottera—
ot/ pmmes |ES
‘0 \  1-Mr. Rosen =
SUBJECT: EUGEN'E THOMAS, ET AL. 1 - Mr. Malley b
VIOLA-LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. McGowan lj Ul
CIVIL RIGHTS 1 - Mr. Hines 'o 0
{ =
- Inspector Joseph Sullivan has advised that the defense
rested its case at 11:30 a. m, Alabama time (1:30 p. m. Washington
time) today. The defense called only six witnesses. Closing argu- 7
ments and the charge to the jury are scheduled to be given this A [ -
afternoon. r A2
ts ’ )
o Robert’ Shelton, Robert;Thomas and Eugene’ Reeves
;“) V! and Mildreq’Thomaa were called as witnesses by the defense.

' | These four all testified that they were present with Attorney Matt
.¥Murphy when the Bureau's informant, Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., R
made the statement to Murphy that he had been offered a farm in
Minnesota by FBI Agents. It should be noted that Rowe had stated L
yesterday on the stand that the idea of the farm was concocted by

[ Attorney Murphy. PREEER .

i [

i
¢
',

the statement to her that he was a card-carrylng member of the
Communist Party The prosecutor ob]ected and the objection was
upheld. ‘

Mildred Thomas was also asked if Rowe had not made 1 )

-

¥ » ,1-b'-

o ‘ Lorene.[, Frederick testiiied for the defense that the
. ‘" ydelendant, Collie LeRoy Wilkins, as well as Rowe, Thomas and Eaton, -
were in her restaurant before 10:00 p. m. on the night of Marth 25, 1965
the night of the killing. On cross examination she admltted that she 1§
".{had not clocked the individuals into the restaurant and that it could '
have been aIter 10-00 p. m. when she saw them in her place. *y
& fLu- 4 {// Y IS A ,
Another witness called by the defense was aMM;;,_ mu
He was asked if Rowe, the Bureau informant, had assaulted him. The -
prosecutor objected to this and the om}ecuon was uphelidos MAY 11’ 1965
i ACTION: This is being closely followed ang&ns ector-Bl“i'Ya j
f advise us of further dev%lopmm:yts i.n the trialLl™ P g e
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> FBI
- Date: 5/6/65

i

e O o — e

{Type in plaintext or code)

]
: : o
Vi AIRTEL AIRMAIL | .
' - (Priority) i - '
e e e e e e e L -
T
N | A
i TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ' A
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44:1245)(P)
(&
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, AL;
' MRS, VIOILA GREGE'LIUZZO, aka,
ET AL - VICTIMS
CR - EL
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two coples of
an article appearing in the Choctaw Advocate, Butler, Ala.,
in the edition dated 5/6/65, entltled, "Liuzzo Defendants
Appearingz at Bladon Springs Klan Rally, One on Trial Now."
Also enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of
" two photographs taken at the Klan rally at State:Park, Bladon
Springs Ala., 5/1/65. Enclosed for the Birmingham Office ,
is one copy each of the two photographs. :
- 7
5
A \‘V
[icture number one appears f{rom lef or
MATT H. MURPHY, JR., who 18 defending the three sub,ject.s in
the Liuzzo case, WILLIAM EATON, LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS,
and Klan Grand Dragon RODBERT CREEL. Picture number two 18 a
_ photograph of MATT H. MURPHY and ROBERT CREEL who are standing
j /rf- \\\‘{
3 \- Burcawr (Enc. 4) [ / ( N _____Q R
- Birmingham (Enc. 2);# RIC- 25 -/(/ SRR ’ Zé
4 - Mobile - (N o
‘2 - i 121;5) XY N
1 - 157-190) . 8 MAY 10 B
ﬁl- 1()7 -190, SF7) 7 109 }
{ RGR:gJl: X o _,‘\
) Lo /
/‘ﬁ"&"{)ﬁ Cit)\b :
Qgrg?eﬂ . Sent
? f’ "ﬂ" ' - Special Agent in Charge -

- - _—
he

e A o A R R R B e AR SR P

T
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B ad

MO 44-1254

- ¢ - .

. fin the foreground in the picture. The Mobile Office 1is i" LR,

1+%% . forwarding to the Bureau and Birmingham Poloroid coples T I
these photographs and at a later date will forward to the

Bureau ard Birmingham 8" x 10" copies of these photographs
which will be the exact dimensions - of the photographs

furnished to the Mobile Office by \{ NN . b70O

L

o

The Birmingham Office is requested to examine
photograph number two which is a picture of MURPHY and CREEL .:* - -
- in their Klan robes and attempt to identify the individual .« iy -
T wearing glasses and a dark suit appearing directly behind .-/ %
' MURPHY. - |
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(Mewnt Clipping in Spoce Belew)

- —

Liuzzo defendanis appear at

T -

s L

Ir-

‘Blaalma

one 0R ial l‘!ﬁW

prings Llan rally;

{Indicats pags, name of
newapapet, city and statw.)

Page 1A

Choctaw Advocate
Butler, A_labama

For mest ¢f the ¢:limated 209
why attended last Satnrday
night's 1ally of the Ku Klux Klan
the appearance of the three -
fendants in the Liuzzo slaving
case came as ﬂllllp a surprise.
The three. Leroy WilkIns, Ir., 21
William Eaton, 41, and Foeene
Thomas, 42, appeared at the raliv
in the conmpany of Alabama
Lrand DPragon Robert Creci and
Klan attorney Matt H. Muvpby,

Jr.

"Wilkins, youngest nf the trio,
ts on trial today at Haynevitle,
Alabama. He is charzed with 19+
mouder of AL Visle Liuvrzo, a
ahite civil rights worker wha
vas slain on the night of Marcel
25 near Lowndesboro as sh

drove with & young Negro b
tween Selma and Montgomery ¥
iz trial, presently in its fourth
day, is expected to end by tomor-
row. Eaton and Thomas are ex-
pected to be dried in the Inll

Klin Grand Drpga el o
comtpd the pronp al the rally A
ol n Sorings and 1 ked thee
atlading, “de theie men ook
ik murdererst”
anter ol The gadly follawsl a ()
1y their atlorney, Maft Ml'u.-h‘ .

l fwephy, attired inoa hre ok
red robe, was the first =~ ker
1f the evening. His talk dealt pri-
marily with' the Klan's opposi-
tion to the Federal Reserve Sys-

tem. internationsl [inance and

Lo

Bty momeoard

Illl LY L M BB

. e
the Zii‘ﬁi‘u

Jew." RMurvhy inshed
cut at the government's practic
of pumping financial aid int
countries that are hastile tn thi
nation. Several times he men-
tioned an unbelievahle cum of
B4 billion dollars that he said
was given to a small Euronean
country hardly larger than Choc-
taw County. He also remaiked
at the wealth this county, or any
othér in this country, would en-
Joy it a similar amount were
spent here.

While Murphy's talk was in-
teresting, it was left up to Grand
Ureel io comment on
what most of those in aftendance
had =zpparently come to hear.
Creel, wearing an emerald-green
robe which he later removed,

D dRON

vate:  5/6/65

Editions meC - )
talked primarily on the eivit

Author:
rights question and the Klan's ditors
opposition to the integration of Editor:

. Et
the races. He commented on the Tinie: EUgene Thomas;

ecent trouble at Selma and Al; Viola Gregg

claimed that the Rev. Reeb's body Liuzzo, Et Al - Vics.

was cremated because it was Characters CR

“rotten with cancer and syphilis,” or MO 44-1245

Reeb died at 2 Birmincham hos- Classification:

pital after he wax heaten during aan

racial incidents at Selma, Submitting Office: .MObile
Creel also attacked  fhe pro- ] teina Invenitqaied

posed  free fexibook procram

¥

Y

bavked by Gov. Georpe W allaee.
e sait that this was one thing
he and the Klan difler with Gov.
Wallkice on. Creel, who said that
he didn't want his three ~bildren
going to school with a Myneh of
“runny nosed nigzers,” <oid that

e

FSE=

he would buy his childrer s hogks

and urged that others be allnwed

io do the same,
e e —eeerw .

o

."‘..M.. 2T iR AE N 40 gy .‘-l"'i ‘?wmw




L. TN N

The Grand Dragon went on
ﬁz that it wis The aim of tl::
B " to place men in every phase
:ﬁxgovernmont. in an effort to
m;:mreH conslitutional govern~
make- me efl:’:ai:dtothszt ort oty
pport only

"1059 men whn adharad 4. 2
«Unciey G Lnese

:;inciples. He charged that ail
mur‘:}" prescnt  politicians  are
ing the black vote and don't

“really care about the working

:':;:te Ln'm He aiso charged that
usincssmen are o
mply-

o ing with the provisions of the

Civil Rights Ac

taid that l)llsir:e;sﬁerlleag,:: :'i

:;)r:c:med_wilh the man in tl?e

m&ki;gasmfong as they keep on

toxking 1 :ney: "They have got
3 ¢ said, “and ail {hey

cirt a_bout is getting richer.” He

said that the Klan would not
stand for \Ris they want nig-
ger business,” he said, “that’s
what we'll give them.”
Following talks hy Creel and
Murphy those attending the rally
were invited to join the Klan,
Creel urged thaot both men and
women who were willing to stang
up for the Klan's beliefs were
welcome to join. Many of those
in attendance did filt out mem-
bership applications. In asking
for members, Creel stressed that
those looking fer an opportunity
1o night-ride on a white horse
were at the wrong place. He said
_hat violence was not the aim ol

the Kian.

An estimated 200 persons were
on hand at the Bladon Springs
State Park when the rally be-
gan at 8:00 p.m. Considering the
fact that it was a Saturday night,
and fairly cold too, Klansmen
were plessed with the turnost.
Most of those atiending were
residenis of the southern por-
tien of Choctaw County. Seme,
including the organizers of the
rally, were [rom Clarke County.

Few, other thanr the editor of
The Advocate, made the trip
from Butler to Bladen Springs.
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIV DIVISION

This matter concerns the murder of
civil rights worker, Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, - s
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, e W s et
on 3-25-65. Trial of subject Collie Leroy
Wilkins on murder charge began in State
court on 5-3-65.

m'i-..

Rowe is our informant and key
witness,

Moton is Negro male who was riding
with Mrs. Liuzzo at time of murder.

T D g R . e

{3 SRy Sy e RIPTE Y S
I g .

.
. ¢ N LA ',
— - - e . -~ - b g e . -t . oea skedml .o ettt et
M
"4 ;
- + - - : ¢ i ot
¥ = +
. . L4 - s
~ LR LIt i . i gt
. ‘—.\ ¥ J [ | -h’-a
. v
. P

- - —

— -

L e BRI ) S

P B )

e s T TR ISR T AT

TETET
KSR A et 72
b P A

o
R N
A TSt S AL e 3 AT vy
. 5 - P - - N . Los | E
v Yy e '\y.d?"f‘- 0 g

HL AP

‘wiaips




LT @ s ey 4
3 “~wt . . l- '- "'.| ¢

‘-“
MAH 1 5?1
T TSy -
FBI MOBILE
628 P# CST URGENT $/4765 VFP s 17 dmen—
. ’ L _ Miss Gandy -
TOOIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM
OM MOBILE /44-1245/ , fgod.
A P S
EUGENE . raouas ET AL. VIOLA GREGA L1LZZO-VICTIN ET AL,
Cl-ll"lh., :
Desiia Long T
Bzl o
" _REMOTEL THMIS DATE, SUMMARIZING TRIAL IN THE CAPTIONED e
MATTER AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. )
DURING THE AFTERNOON OF MAY FOUR, INSTANT, LEROY JEROME- - //\ ,’

MOTON TESTIFIED AS TO THE LIWZO KILLING, DR, PAUL SHOFFEITT Sy
TESTIFIED CONCERNING THE AUTOPSY HE PERFORMED, AND THE DIRECT

EXAMINATION OF GARY THOMAS ROVE WAS COMPLETED. S EXANINATION o)
ﬁ REG \f/ A s
OF ROVWE SCHEDULED FOR OPENING OF COURT, NIRE AN, MAYFIVE, =~ .. ]
EX -_
NEXT. A1y L
y 11 1965

NG INCIDENTS UERE OBSERVED IN THE TRIAL OR 5].35%’]1} REI THE
pel A Rl

DEFENSE SERVED A SUBPOENA ON COL. AL LINGO, AHP, TO PR S THE
LIUZZO CAR AND ITS CONTENIS., THESE ITE!B HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO__

HAYﬁEVILu: AKD LOCKED UP AS EVIDENCE. . &ﬂ V
NAT10

I H THE THEHE OF DEFENSE COUNSEL MATT MURPHY-S CROSS EXAMI

END PAGE ou Frrre
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PAGE TVO ooce
OF VITNESSES CONCENTRATED ON AN INQUIRY AS TO VWY THE FBI DID

SO MUCH INVESTIGATION IN A STATE CASE, PENDNG N
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIV DIVISION SR & '

er relates .0 murder of
Mrs. Viola LiuzZo,
ontgomery, Alabama,

e

This matt
civil rights worker,
between Selma and M
on 3-25-65.

. 7rial of subject Collie Leroy
wilkins on murder charge began in State
Court at Hayneville, Alabama, on 5-3-85.

Gary Thomas Rowe is our informant o N ; 5
and key prosecution witness. \ e AT ¥ MR
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736 P:a:sr/'!sn/ss URGENT CCH
T0 DIRECTOR Co ;

L
FROM MOBILE (44-1245) - .
/) Lo

l-:ual-:r@ “THOMAS, ET AL. MRS, VIOL('LIUZZO. it AL . Vlcnas.
it

Chil B ;,T'..i

; i . . "

£R, Et. ‘*a‘ =

1 Teea Lomg b SR STRR L R ;i_;.g.;?a ::?bd o
"' ;’g IR v = = {'
; REMYTELS INSTANT CONCERNING TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER o1, VZS T
{ - s ' i .'.‘\., by "‘-;f ‘,"ﬁ.‘ 15:‘ r: f ﬂ:'/#

HAYNEVILLE, ALA ' T B T L PN ) e

s, . i i 417

" AT !1 OUR ZERO FIVE P. M., TODAY, JUDGE r. aznm THAGGARD .~.‘=. oV

[nzcn.nm:n A"MISTRIAL IN INSTANT MATTER. HE HAD CALLED.THE Jurd”

2R L

)
IN FROM ITS DELIBERATIONS AT FOUR P.M., AND QUESTIONED THE' .Jurﬁ' °©
FOREMAN AS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF REACHING. A Dr.ctsmu. THE fﬂ”‘ .

FOREMAN STATED IT STOGD THE SAME AS IT HAD nwnr_am:n THEY * 22 % - r
STARTED DELIBERATIONS AT THREE FORTY P.N, MAY FIVE, L‘ASI.‘, ZEe r(/’
THE JUDGE OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM ALL ATT ORNEYS INVOLVED fo‘; PR
QUESTION THE FOREMAN AS TO THE STATUS. rus CONSENT WAS GIVEN .,

|| avo e FoRENAN STATED THE VOTE VAS TEN TO TWO IN FAVOR OF ' -

'1"". [

CONVICTION. HE SAID lT Uﬂb HIS OPINIUHtTHAT NONE OF - THOSE o
ON EITHER SIDE HOULD CHAMGE. TE&JUDGE ASKED JURY COLL;CTIVELY

TEES sV

IF IT HAS THEIR OPINION AND ALL Nm[‘ HfIR HJEADS.) HE 42 .
(s { — 1
THEN TﬁANKED’TH.M FOR THEIR. SERVICE AND DEStMREs— m‘?}mal.a_ //]'4/
40T

"J-f‘,’;} o e ' ,-:iiii‘v‘liﬁﬁo

S h 'ﬁ:'; ’ .
END PAGE ONE BELNONY oo e — e
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PAGE T¥0 —

’
+
L T

¥ * T
. couurr SOLICITOR CARLTON PERDUE AND CIRCUIT*SOLICITOR'* * i .
ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR., BOTH ADVISED THEY WERE HEARTENED BY TEN'TQ |

TWQ IN FAVOR OF CONVICTION AND tn u 1EW OF QRAND Jl

2 = a NEINTF LY W o214

DY
3 . 8
TO INDICT SUBJECT AND PRESENT TRIAL ENDING IN TENrTO TUO ISTRIAL,

R T S
PR

THEY SAID THEY HAD EVERY INTENTION OF PRESENTING THE CASE ron e
TRIAL, BUT NO DATE COULD BE SET At tnls TIME. ISRt u

orr Y
-

MH ‘

:,
ci

‘rrT
N % W

b
JUDGE T. VERTH THAGGARD RECESSED vlrnour SETTING ANY DiIE .
FalaTe T3 ; A Sl s "%.r : %,
FOR CONTINUANCE OR NEW TRIALS. | et Ly

OUTSIDE THE COURTROOM DEFENSE ATTORNEY HATT HURPHY HELD% "
3,*-'._-.!
AN IHPROMPTUJCONFERENCE FOR NEWSMEN AND TV CANERAS AND ADVISED L N
AR

§Y

HE WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TG RETURN TO FIGHT TMIS CASE AND HE = °
T

HAD BUILT HIS CASE THIS TIME ON CROSS EXAMINATION AND HAD DONE na

A GOOD JOB, BUT WOULD RETURN NEXT TIME AND BLOV srarz S,CASE.8. L ie

OUT OF THE ¥ATER. HE UNLOOSED A TIRADE AGAINST FEDERAL PURESE S
INTERVENTION AND THE QUOTE NIGGERS UNQHGTE AND. JEVS AND LIBERAL 2
ILEFT WING GROUPS., S A

JOE ZELLNER, ASSOCIATED PRESS, HONTBOMERY. ALA.; INTERVIEHED
JURORS DAN LEE AND BILLY R, CHEATHHH FOLLOWING TRIAL. THESE

Attt . 1 - - i

MEN ADVISED THEY HAD VOTED AGAINST CONVICTION. CHEATHAH STﬁTED

U -._wm.mm

LR
al

END PAGE TVO
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PAGE THREE ’

—

aot="I DID NOT ACCEPT ROVE'S TESTINONY, NOT WHES HE SWORE o)} -.
BEFORE GOD AND BROKE HIS OATH'UNGUOTE. CHEATHAN'S COMMENT I -

| THIS REGARD REFERS TO ROVE'S OATH AS A’ KLANSNAN.Y, A

| LEE STATED QUOTE"ME AND HIW (REFERRING To CHEATHAN) AR

PRETTY VELL ON THE SAME SIDE'UNatotes '“_ NIPTRE

i * ‘ i

§ 4
: ‘t'!- » -g:’-i:"'.

BOTH OF THESE MEN DENIED THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THE KUKLUX @ = ..
KLAN. LEE STATED HE VAS MEMBER OF WH1TE CIFIZENS COUNCIL .AND

b

CHEATHAM STATED HE VAS FORMER MEMBER, . A | T S ]

——— et S — .O_"

P ——— et [
-+
]

N

VHEN ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD LIKE .TO, HAVE SEEN ROVE. As¢e spgo
DEFENDANT WITH WIIXINS, CHEATHAM STATED QUOTE VERY nucu so'.« e

z.’ ..r--y.inw‘ s »

UNQUOGTE, AND LEE STATED QUOTE I AGREE giatorR, | ~ g2

=
THE FOLLOVING ARE THE NAMES OF THE TVELVE JURORS: GEORGE

SPIVEY, HUGH M. TUBERVILLE, DAN LEE, ROY 0. LOFTIN,sCLIFFORD

MC HURPHEE, E. L. HOLLINGSHEAD. T. R. HOLLINGSHEAD,.U. F. Aurnnvt w

EDMUND SALLEE, 3ILLY R. CHEATHAM, C. H. ROGERS, ROBERT B, SifTH:‘s
ABOVE NAMES WERE CHECKED THROUGH MOBILE INDICES, AND e

No SECURITY REFEKENCES WERE LOCATED. THIS INCLUDES THE, xan'Ann '

Nb‘r\ﬂl\ "‘1’1!.(‘,- . l“!'
NSRP:{ IT 1S NOTED THE JURY PANEL LIST FROM WHICH THESE TWELVE ~ "~

|

WERE CFOSEN INCLUOED ONE ¥W. C. AUTREY, JRey A COUNTY EHP}O!;S..- -

- Y Loy
- Y 1'»‘-'""'" B

END PAGE THREE | - ettt
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PAGE FOUR

PR ' - . m—_——
49‘

. - .4 T -
FROM BRAGGS, ALA., SAME TONN FROM WHICH V. F. AUTREY, WHO .D{D i.;?:?:.'
SERVE ON THE JURY, 1S FRON. MOBILE HAS NO REFERENCE TO A V. C.
AUTREY, JR., BUT DOES HAVE A REFERENCE TO V. COLVIN AUTREY,®’
VKO VAS A NENBER OF KLAVERN THIRTY-T0, Us S. xLans, FT. DEROSIT,
ALA., AS OF MAY TVENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTY- -SEVEN.* THE FILES .- i~
REFLECT THAT AUTREY IS DECEASED.' MOBILE FILES DO NOT REFLECT
WHETHER OR NOT ¥. COLVIN AUTREY IS ANY RELATION 10 V. F. AUTREY, . &7

. . R . R, P
WHO SERVED ON JURY. P. T X
AR B o . - - Ay B
END  "CORR -~ PAGE 4, LINE 1, WORD 5 SHOULD BE-“FoWwN% ' ° -
. . 1.-.., v o
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On 5-5-85 Mr. WILLIAM B HULE, well-kndwn author ¥
who resides at Hartselle, Alabama; contacted me and made known f
i

b ry

4 »

'S L
[y SRS P

—y ’

VE' B
y
<
3
c
=

his desire to contact GARY THOMAS ROWE, Burelu informant: in'the
above captioned matter, in order to wr;tq articlés covering . ~
ROWE's activities, possibly for Readers Digest and Look Magazine. -
Mr. HUIE also stated he would be interested in writing.d book g
regarding ROWE's &ctivities and might even possibly be .interested
in discussing with ROWE the possibility of a movie version éf his :
activities, _ vy A '

- M - .3 M ‘_ -

Mr, HUIE pointed out that he has justicompletdd work ?
a book entitled "Three Lives for Mississippi,” which deals with .
the three Civil Rights workers murdered in Mississippi last s er. |},
He stated this book is due for early releasei : He explained t .

he has always been "profFBI"™ and that he could aseuresusfthat.,_L4xiy/
arythiag he wrote pertaining to ROWE's activities would be -
favorable to the FBI., HUIE also stated that in his_opinion the _ .
public has an improper and distasteful image. regarding informants ',
used by law enforcement agencies and that he would walcame the PN
opportunity of using ROWE's activities to try to change the. , 4~
public's attitude generally regarding informants used in law ~

enforcement. He indicated that he would be ::illing to pay ROWE ,,
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"well for his collaboration in connection wiét articles or a +

- book and would be willing to pay ROWE's expenses to meet him
in order to discuss the matter. [ A

 BH b4-1236

: . _'n

—
’

it

nts
Mr. HUIE stAted that he W111 be leiving Alagama
5-7-65 and will be:in New York for 3 or & days at the Ngd .
Western Hotel. He will thén ba ih Chlcago for 3%r 4 d ys
at the Ambassador East Hotel.. He then plans” to spend .
approximately one week in"Los Angeles at the, Bc;a ﬂ\Hb
He stated following his visit to Los Angelea*he will re
to Hartselle, Alabama, and remimthcre for tlu; .umunf
I advised Mr, HUIE that hid’ 1hterest in coll&ﬁorating
with ROWE in the preparation of articles and possibly’a book.
would be made known to the Bureau apd if there.is any, 1?terest

on

urnis?_

*

in his propos1tion that we would be_ in comutgith him
later date. h ,J‘ : - G 5 T’ ,;- »h H\?ﬁ '0»4‘«‘
oty e . __.. _.-».g

This matter. has not been mentioned‘téﬂﬁARY THOHAS“*%’
ROWE, and no further action is being taken by the Birmingham
e Bureau,

'_hvr‘

Offfce regardlng HUIE's request pending advic. from th
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From: Direitur, (34 28601) . J /‘ . §, Y 2
EUGLNE TUO!{¢ 73 ET ALy sopty 9y - g =
VIOLA LIC72C, o &f ET AL = VIC n'as oo PR S T
ck - b : i S S ;‘. o
RESCARCH (21 1217 DECODS) o4 e BEOE T
BUDLD §-23-83 . SR R R T EREE
p ' ' AT >
11/ ==,
e lcled ara teo coplié o! s lelf-expllndoﬂ drtal da!odo =
8-6-65, {rom cvr 1'irmingham Cliice. !or yotr Informatios, Buh ioatrfee
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in highly epecuitilva writing about tha 'ata of the three victims and ‘those p perma
secpuneitie for th-ir deaths, Ga 13-20-31, ho contacted the Ja-kscm Cllice,
statol he was ;v xingabook ontha & lburn cas? g vasucece ssfully memptad

$rn cdbnlm fwlim cqntl, Hule visited the tn kecs Clllce o 1-31-15 and cifered
L R S a4y wut Tel 'u.u. SAMAF BAFER N L piEh e Yanwe

several chapte. = of bl bock, "Three Ll:-«i lot ".ﬂcﬂsslppl, for rnhv. He
a3 advlond th Turcan hat oo doalre to reﬂu' this book. .

d a has becs dee:s!.br! 23 an "ymsc ropulous Inctyidust* and the
{a con-

: . Y, |
o Encleguran (2) GD“ I | / } 27} -
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=B B { o vy Lt atien) L now-up made fo} 5-24-65,
Comred - 1 - Mr. DeLoach (8ent with cover memo) r. Rosen (Sent whh cover mer
Em-—-—--fcmn"rw- See M. A, Jones to Delinach Meho C_L__ d 5-11- 35 cap oned :
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. firxningham, upon rscalvlng lniormtimcoucorﬂu muct
with Rowe will thon conta~t Hule end craily advisa bim that thid matier has
been brovghtio 4'r. Nowe's attention. Cirmiaghan, atter muc%nm,
will lmme\llm»ly a:ivisn the Bureay m&cr abave ca.ptlul. ‘

. 't_ A §’.
Syt

?
1
1. :

5

‘1
-

‘;.:.

. AL
! it A T L1 L
- s L 2P | AN +'\ R -:".i.‘ :.ﬁ’“‘q
) . . e . & . . L . - '
M g 1 ? i . -fg? & N N !k_;;:;-_ ‘_" hi.’.‘.‘k S A
PO . . I i . e .
EE R A i‘g i 2o ?x.w".
H it z . - Ry § e .:' - T .‘.; ‘;"-. A .
. . LR IEEE . S Ce
ki : L i ol Y M .
e i e e gy ; - e L’ =y . s N ’..; e ] - - o
' ) B
et P g
C . ' ;‘j ! S } T o ) t
- B # - g .“... 4
- -4 s ¥ - ‘ g:- -
* i

farn—
— e
T
P
:
Nt
B
. A.,l*..." &-np
o
Y
i)




1 -0f , Room 7133
1l -~ Mr, Jilliams

. -8AC, Mobile (44-1245) . s/10/68 l
Director, FBI (44-28601) o LR o
. i o /”4
FUGENE TUO" JAS, ET AL.} vioLA GREGG i %9 (,;
@ L1UzZ0, AKA.; xﬁli_m_m_gxmuznomu‘" I
VICTINS; CR - 3 .

j;f ‘}E‘ | ’ ..

LT3R Reurairtel 4/28 !-5 forwarding four rolls -!
, 35 mm black and white f£1lm with contact sheets and

: color prints and a roll of 35 mm color negatives. - ¥ -
The four rolls of black and white film ﬂth o
contact sheots marked NFC-1, HFC-2, J¥A-41 and JiA-43 .
and the color hegatives and four yrints au‘k,d .nn-m - .
are being returned herewith. . USRI Lgr ‘ ;_‘,,a. ‘
;: 1 + ‘ ,- . # ;h

~ For ;our infomation, tho !ollo'i.nt speeinou y !
identificd by Laboratory number were introduced as - ok }
_ evidence during the course of the trial in Baynevnle. T ;

Alabams, between May 3 and May 8, 1968, and are R
presently in the custody of that court: =_ 2 .

R
Q1. Buliet trag:ent from under right front seat
Q4 Mutilated bullet from inside of car over
- vight door o :
Q14 Ploce of motal removed tm body of cu- bol

‘I u’t raac -i ndow

-

- LA

\

Q15 Piccs of metel removed from left door ot car ,{
Q16 Bullet from victim's body : A
' Q17 Bullet froa rear floor mat, pusonur Itd-
-, Q25 - Q30 Six cortridges from K3 . * - 1,

-+ Q52 One .22 caliber cartridge SRR

Q53 « Q57 Five .38 Sgec!.al cartridge cases :tound

., MAILER 30 -+~ spproximstely .08 mile enat of victin's

‘ car
MAY111365 |x3 .33 Special Emith and Wessds rovolvqr.‘ Serisl

COMM.Far .. Mo, C-418327 Cay S ;,

' | T |

.

In the ovont of subaequent trials, these specimens
el — -3 will bo essential to tho auccesstul prosecution o:t the ij
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ﬁ'f Enclosed for the information of the Bureau are

newspaper clippings concerning captioned matter, which »
are described as follows: 154

"Klan Zecks to Disprove FBY Testimony,"” 5/5/65 issuve,
Clearvater Sun, Clearwater; Florida; - :

"Attorncys Link KKK Member's Gun to Fatal Shooting,"
5/6/65 issue, Clearwater Sun, Clearwater, Florida;
"Alabouwa Jury Weighs Fate of Klansman," 5/7/65 is

St. Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, Florida;

1/

ue,

"Jury Neadlocked in Rights Murder; Mistrial Deglared,"\)
5/8,/65, St. Petersburg Times, St, Petersburg, Florida; |

- # N
"Shadow on the South," editorial, Tampa Tribune,"5/11/65. [ll
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' WAS bound to come. After
the failure of an Alabama jury
tn convict a young Ku Kluxer
of the civil rights murder of Mrs.

Viola Liuzzo of Detroit, Dr. Martin,

Luther King asserted a new Fed-
vide that in civil rights cases in the
South the government could ob-
tain a change of venue tn some
place where a fairer trial could be
had—"such as Washington, D.C."

Any such law would conflict

Shadow on the South

-——--

evidence. One explained that he l
couldn’t believe the FBI inform-
ant, Gary Rowe, brcause Rowe ad-
mittedly had vinlated his Klan

‘oath not to divulge !ts secrels tol
any outsider.

erai law is needed It should pro- .-

- To this juror, loyalty to the vio-|
lent, lIawless Klan was more lm-!
poriant than respect for the laws’
of the state and nation — even!’
where’ wanton “murder was In-y

L. volved i

both with American tradition and -

the Sixth Amendmant, which as-

aures the arcused the nuht to trisl

CULTE Vit MLk

“hy an jmpartial jury of the State
and Dittrict "wherein the crime
shall have been committed., . . "
But the pressure for some pro-
cedure to move civil rights trials

out of the South will increase i’

Southern jurics scem ineapable of

¥

The sacredncss of the Klan '
oath was heavily emphasized by '
the defense lawyer, himself a

. Kluxer, in a disgraceful lrm:monﬂr

: dendmg as “white niggerl” any:

A

.one involved ih inlegration move-
_jments,

The state of mind typ:fied by
the two holdout jurors and the de-
fenye attorney is diminishing in -

. the South. It reprcsents a small

viewing evidence except through:

the distorted lenses of racial big-
otry.

lie Wilkins, Jr., 21, caused by the

refusal of two jurors to vote for:

area of darknesx. Unhappily, when
it frustrates justice, as it has done

,- ion often ip Alabama, Georgia and
The mistrial in the case of Col- .
. to cast a shadow upon an entire

-

conviction, was appalling. The
. gered and embarrassed by the ac-
from an FBI informant who was.

jury had eyewitness Lestimony,

present in the car with Wilkins
and two other Klansmen when the
shots were fired at Mrs. Linzzo on
the Selma-Montgomerv highway.

Misgissippl, it is so magnified as

region.
Many Southerners are an-

tions of the ignorant and vicious in
their midst. Last Sunday, after

- some 900 Kluxers paraded at An-

Bullets recovercd from the murder

scene were shown to have come
from a pistol found in the homa
of one nf those riding with Wil
kine. The accured killer did not
testify il denial of the prasecu-
tion's evidence, All in all, it was
a3 strotig a ‘case as the Jaw could
hope to obtain.

But the two jurors, both formet °

members of the Whiie Citizens

niston, Alabama, with Wilkins and
two others indicted in the Liuzzo
murder marching as honored
members, community voices at An.
niston were raised in  protest
Spokesmen for ministers, business
and civie groups deplored the Klan
demonstratinn; the Anniston Star
editorially criticized it.

It behnoves other Southerners
who place justice above race, and
law above tradition, o proceed by
word and deed In help lift the

Council,, chose to disregard I.hj___;haduw on thr Seuth,

{Indicate page, oame of
newspapet, city and state.)

b Tha Tampa Tri
Tampa, Florid.

Sate:
Editiont
Author

EdiorsJames A. Clen
Title:

5/11/65
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Classilicotion:
Submitiing Qlilcer
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KLANSMAN SET FREE
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 seD8fendant Wilkins: Another Tria_l Possible ) .

Jury eddlocl<éd'i-m
In nghts Murder-
Mlsmal Declared

white Alabama jurors were unable to reach a verdic‘t-
yesterday in the murder trial of Ku Klux Kiansman Collie Leroy Wilkine and

“clared a mistrial.

" phy, after ten hours of delibera-

]

Judge T. Werth Thaglri de-

The jury was deadlocked with
ten favoring conviction and two
wanting an acquittal.

Botk hoid-out jurors sald thelr
voles were partly affected by
the fact that the state's key wit-

ness broks a Klan oath when he

informed on Wilkins to the FBL

WILKHINS couid be iried sgaln
for the murder of Viola Liuzzo,
a civil rights worker from De-
troit, but Clreust Solicitor Arthur
E. Gamble said he had not de
cided whether to seek another
frial in this tny Deep South
town.

Jury foreman Clifford McMur.

tion Thursday and yesterday,
told the judge that the jurors
were hopelessly deadlocked,
Later, jurors explained that
the len-to-two ballot wax to on-
vict Wilkine of manclaughter,
which carries a maximum pen-
alty of ten yexrs imprisonment.
The jury early ruled out & con-
vicHon of lirst-degree murder,

Wlnrhtl“lfu'l le dea
Shirngn, 4 Pos P""L_t.h

Tl .,',wh ""

A

(lndicate page, nume of
newspaper, city and atute.)

la_St. Petersburg Ti,
St. Petersburg,FL

5/8/65

Courtland Angr.

Date:

-~
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Titles

Character;

or
Clasaificationt
Submitting Office: 'I'ampa

[j Being lﬁ:vllmt.d
-

ke R y——

R sy :::.é%’”"_-___
T




.

TATONE POINT, McMurphy
said the jury was split eight-to-
.. four for & conviction om man-
slaughter.

Wilking, the 21.year-old Klans-
mai from Fairficld, Ala., would
say nothing bt “na comment”
to reporters after the verdict.

The two jurors favoring ac-

quittal later were identified as
{Billy R. Cheatham. a bookkcep-
iex and White Citizens Counci
‘member, and Dan Lee, a me
chanic who formerly belonped
to that segregationist organiza-
tion.

ASKED WRY he opposed a
guilty verdict, Chratham re
ferred to the testimony of Gary
Thomas Howe, the FBI inform-
er who infiltrated the Klan and
who was in the alleged murter
car on March 5.

“I didn't accept his testimony
— not when he swore before
God and broke his (Klaa) aath.”
Cheatham sald. Lee was azhmi
if the oath-breaking affected his
opinion of the evidence. “I would
say jt had some bearing on the
case,”” he replied.

McMurphy said that there
was no sectional or racial rea.
son for the decision. “It was
just different set of eyes fonk-
ing at the same evidence,” the
pipe-sm~king, slow-talking farm-
er z'd.

BEVERAL Jurors expre<eed
1!!'!.' opinion that {f Rowe had
- ‘been under indictment alri:s
with the three bona fide Klans-
men, the verdict would have
been for conviction,

One of the jurors, U. M. Tur.
berville, a [armer, said “Thix
iz the worst-hell I have ever
been through, I think every ju-
ror looked into his conscicnce
and to his God and did the very
best he could. You couldn’t pin
the declsion on one thing.”

SEVERAL JURORS «ald that
the racist h with which;
Murphy uded his defraze
'I'hunday did not appeal to
' them.

l_“lh'thﬂl‘nh“hh
| Vgl

T S e i SRS B 8%

not
When white people join up with
them (Negroes), they become
white niggers . . . God didn't
Intend us to mix with the black
race. 1 don't care what Lyndon
Baines Johnson says.” -

.

CIRCUIT Solicitor Gamble, a
prosecutor as tall as Murphy
but trimmer, spoke of the inte-
grationist motive that brought
Mrs. Linzzo south and deciared
in bis summation:

1 don't sgree with it. It's
pugnant to me, But ghe

ada

right to be here without be'lng
shot down in the middle of the
night. This was a cold-blooded
middle-of-the-night killing."

AFTER THE judge declared
the mistrial, Murphy held a
press conference at the foot of
a Conlederate statoe outside t.he
courthouse.

“I'll say this to you, I did a
good job,” sald Murphy, the
bombastic defense atiorney who
is the imperial kionsel of the
United Klans of America, Ine.,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

“T tried the case on my art
of cross-examination, but next
time a full-scale hearing will be
laid on the line. Tl blow that
government case out of the wa-
ter.”

IF THE state seeks another
trial, #t would be held in Sep-
tember, when the next term of
court beging. The prosecution
also must decide whether to iry
Eugene Thomas and W, 0. Ea-
ton, two Bessemer, Ala., Klans-
men who lnd:lctedwith wil-

'likethat sil]l destroy himselt.”
——e -

Assistaut SmeAttu'anen-
eral Joe Gantt g2id he was con-

fident of a conviction at the pext
trial,

*T think mayhe this vote will

GANTT $AID the state atior
ney general’s office in Montgom-
ery headed by Richmond Fiow-
ers would continue ity Investiga-;
‘Uon of the Kian. { I

*We are going to try to put
the Klan out of business,” Gantt
sait. “And we have some
ty startling facts already.”

Robert Shelton, imperial wiz-
ard of the Klan, was asked if
the Klan would try to seek re-
venge on Rowe, :

“1 wouldn’t think we'd have
to,” Shelton replied. “A man

ki - E
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HAYNEVILLE, Ala. (UPT) —
The jury hearing the first-degree
| imurder trial of Collie Leroy

more than four hours.
The case of 21-year-old Collie

dramatie testisiony.

THE JURY CAUSED a flurty
of excitement when It returned
Alo the courtroom one hour and
15 minutes later to ask whether
it was limited to any special
kentence under a first-degrre
murder charge.

Second Circuit Judge T. Werth
Thagsrd explained e two pon
\alties for first-degree murder
i were death and life imprison.
' ment, -

! The jury then returned o fhn
¢ Jury room to continue delibera-
. tons,

DEFENSE ATTY. Matt H.
Murphy spent one hour and sev-
en minutes ir final arguments
before the jury pleading for the
freedom of Wilkins.

Murphy spent much of his
time dencuncing Gary Thomas
Rowe, the FBI informant who
ltost]fled he saw Wilkins lcan
from a speeding car and fire
the shots that killed Mrs. Liz-
20, 38-year-old mother of five

Wilking Jr., charged with the %
slaying of Detroit civil rightsa »*
worker Mrs, Viola Liwzo, re- .7
| {tired last might at 9 EST . !
without reaching a verdict. The = _ ‘H
jury had been delibenﬁngtori,

Leroy Wilkins Jr. went-to the !
jury at 340 pm. CST (4.4 -
p-m. EST) after four days of . -

Rowe allegedly infilirated the

Y
.
! ".—"_q-
h
i T

—

R LI

amu Jury
Welghs Fate
Of I(Iunsman

»

P

» death o life.

Klan. He said he was with Wil-
kins and two other Klansmen -~
the night Mrs. Liuzzo was shat
as she and & Negro, Leroy Mo
ton, 21, drove along a dark|
stretch of Alabama highway the
night of March 25, a few hours
after the Selma-to-Montgomery
civil rights march ended.

REFERRING TO Rowe, Mur-
phy asked the jury:

“What kind of man is he? Is
he a white man or is he a white
nigger?™*

PROSECUTOR Arthur Cam-
h& Ji. andled the maln prose
ontion a rument.

Spraking in a calm wolce,
Gamble said:

"*The Bible zays “Thou shalt
not kill.' It doesn't say who,
what, where or when.”

tlamble did oot ask for the
death pemlsy.
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WEAPON TRACED IN CIVIL RIGHTS STLATING
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i onstrations,

i An earlier wilness had traced

a J8-caliber revolver to Wilkins

HAYNEVIU.E, Ala. (G-P-r-—-
eys have linked Ku

Collis 1 arny
WVILL AR WY

. Wilkins Jr. with the weapon an
, expert says was used in 'le
¢ <laying of & Michigan mother
i taking part in civil rights dem-

e’rrm‘fetmng sms of e
marchers back to Selma.
Indicted with Wilkins -~ and
awailing trial — were Eugene
Thomas, 43, an employe of U.S,
Stcel at Bessemer, Ala.,
William Oryills Eston, also of
Bessemer, who at 41 i3 a retired game
steel worker with heart lmﬁ-

ond Marion Williams, an FBilble

'weapons expert, identified I’
Wednesday az the gun which
, mother

killed Viola Liuzzo, 3
of five,

‘Solicitor Arthur F. Gamble

‘before the state rested Hs case
i Matt H. Murphy Jr,
'klar's altorney,

J‘lhe course his defense mn
take. He also has shown a revo
»uprwhrchheca:dhehokfrn

FBE informer Gary Thomax
Kowe Jr.

Murphy has not said how he
will connect Lhe pistol to ihe
rage. His only comment was, “1
tonk It away from Rowe befrre
he killed¢ someone and blamed it
o s

The klan atlorney has sought.
to portray Rowe, the state’s stur
witness, as a Lroublemaker hop-l
ing o collect™ & rich reword
‘rom the federal government ¥
he could “help break the back
ot the kian.”

Three Face Trial

Wilkins, 21, a sell-employed

:mlomobilo mechanic at Fair-
‘field, Ala., near Birmingham, is
the first of three KKK members
tbrought to trisl for the slayliz
‘of the Detroit houeewife.
+ Mrs. Liuzzo, the wife of 2
‘"Teamsters Unios official, was
shot to death near Lowndesboro
the night of March 25 afler tak-
'ing part in the l'ivil rl;.hls
march from Selma

‘I The chiet prosecutor, ~Cireuit|
Jr..
‘said he had "a few more ques-
lions™ to ask_Williams today

the
already had
'indicated through cross exani-
| nation of prosecution wi!nesuz

Tells O Shooting
Rowe, who said he joinet! the
klan at the FBI's request to gel
information, told the 12.man

Wilkins, Thomas and Eaton
when Mrs. Liuzzo was kilied.

revolver ¢o fire two shols at al-
‘fmost pnint blank range as their
car pulled alongside her auto-
mobile in & high speed chase
and emplied his pun at the car
as they pulled away,

Williams, who works at the
FBI laboratory st Washington,
testified that s bhullet found

?Elgl'd_‘?t’_the base of the Detroit

woman's brain was fired from

Thomas® gun.
to] Traced

Another agent toid the
that the gun used in the Iabora
lory {est came from Thomas
home, and still anolther said &
gun permit Jound on Thomas
was isstied for the same pistol.

Williams first tesufled that
ihree bDuiieis found in the var
were determined by laboratory
{¢sts to have coms from the gun

and thousands of tests and 1 bave

]l]l'] that he wag in the car wiih|jdefense aidomey asked IVI":‘-

He said Wilkins used Thomas'}|some niggers

him are.
they Ne Twe Alite
When Lhe lawyer pursued ihe
challenge, Williams told him:
“Mr, Murphy, 1 have made

bever seen two guns

marking.

'l‘htbmu t this exchamge:
f Q.You rglvermak‘lhﬁ-
take? -

i A Mquutimhuhm
mmmmlnmgnmthe

whether the witness him-
hnd thredened o “kﬂl

That line of questioning MA
this way: |
Q. Before going to Tuscalooss;
{shortly before the University of
Alchama integration in June,
1943) you made the stalement
that you were going to kill some
nigzers. Is that true? .
A No sir. That is untrue.  /

Then, on io the cmg_%
imacch this year:

Q. Did you make the lhb
ment in Montgomery to a man
ot & filling siation thal you
did:?t't drive that [ar for noth-
ing )

Question Unsnswered

That question went mman-’
swered because the state's ob-
jecum was upheld bv me court,

(11 nbrrveimat
ﬂlul].ﬂl, pmmlﬂ,l.. lll- sirwa

‘his (Rowe's) tendency toward
-vnolenco and irouble making.”

:gl{

which Rowe had said Thomas
handed to young Witking just,
before the shooting.

Gamble, the prosecutor, want-
ed to pin & down still closer. So
the guestioning of the FBI agrnt
wint Ji%e this;

Q. Bazed on your experienre,
It it your gpinion that the hullel

found in head of Mrs 1iuzre

e
I8 RITC G sanan

‘was flred from that putol?
A. Yex nlr,
'I‘he defense sllomey Tehisod
o peovpt bnlhsﬁcs tesis as vutid

mqu

| Then in another part of the
crosa examination:
Q. On the way to Seima,
didn't you say condinually that
yoir hadn't como all that way
{or nolhing, that you were going
{o cause soms niggers some
trruble?

A. No sit. Very delinitely not.
1t was Wilkins who said that.
| Murphy became s0 enraged
‘that the court took a lln-minuh
teeexs when Rowe acoused the
ntlomey of telling him to put
vut & elory that the FBI bhad

.

' Attorneys Link KKK Member s':
Gun To Fq"g!_f',hoo.i.lng
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glve you 508 acres of land,

farm in Mimesota and pay you

a sufficient amount 10 run the

farm the rest of your natural

life if you would cooperaie and

help break the beck of the klan?
A. No sir. You told me 1o

ﬂltlﬂa‘ymt'l‘bxt'tbuwilm

ou .

Deales Payoft :
The witness, a one time cliemt .
for the kian atiomey, replfed: . 3 ©
“You asked me if they offerad -
me large sums of money and I ™
0id you no. I ¢oid you the agent:
told me I could say anything I
wanted to. They couldn’t care
less. The agent told me I could’”
say I was offercd 500 acres of
land or apple trees; he couldn't
care less. You came back and .
sald, ‘Well, goorl’ You s
make I”S-':O acres and $160,000, 3.
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_‘gans\' CALLS UNDERCOVER AGENT A LIAR".

Klan Seeks To Dlsprdve FBI

Tnchmnnv ,

B JHR llllwu

| MAVNEVILLE, Asa

! A Ku Klux Klan atiorney prom- l

'lsedtodaybdmeanFBI
'mdermveragmtsstnrywﬁch

A

ingham barroom operaﬁ now

unemployed, fold the 12-man
mry he saw young Wilkins, on

ieato!acarbemde

"mamed a young Klansman as him, fire two shots inlo Mrs.

Liuzzo's car on & lonety siretch

lhekﬂlerdlw‘hludvﬂdxhu of U.S. 88 near Lowndesbora. |

X 'l‘heheavilymrdedFBlh-.

iformer, Gary Thomas Howe, a' as it pulled alongside the Linrm,
Kian member, was called back aulomobile, the wimess said,.

lto the witness stand to face in-
'ten.sive cross-exramination by
defense attorney Matt H. Mur-
phy Jr. who had called him a
liar.

Rowe, escoried to md from
the courtroom by federal
agents, testified in state court
Tuesday that Go{he Leroy W:lk~
‘ing Jr,, 11, fired two pistol shots
Iatcloserangeimothnmrm

‘which Viela Liuzzo was glain Lhe hea

‘night of March 25.

Wikkins, a heavy-set. crew-cut
auto mechanic from Fairfield,
Ala,, near Birmingham, is thoi
first of three Klansiern brmy:hh
I trial o0 fewtdeg s svundo:
indictments.

Altorney Makes Promise

After Rowe lelt the stand,
Murphy, the Klan attomey rep-
resenting  Wilkins, commenlcdl

ingrity to newsmen that Rowe
had “iold a2 G- d— lie and I'll
vrove it tomorrow.”

Mrs. Livzzo, 8, the mother of
‘ive and lhe wife of a teamsters
linion official, was shot to death
vhile shuttling nther marchers
wirk to Seima following the civ-
1 rights march 16 Montgemery
n which she, {oo, hid taken
wart, A young Negro riding in
‘he front seal with hu wm;m
MY,

. Rowe, 2 hu.lt: !ow

__-"'

|

was Eugene Thomas, 42, of Bes-
semer, Seated next to Thomas
was William Orville Eaton, 41,
also of Bessemer. Thomas and.
Faton ai8d are under murdee
indictment and #waiting triad, *

Eaton also opened fire with &
22-caliber pistal, Rowe maid,
But a stale tbxicologist, Dr.
Paul Shoffeitt, who remtoved the
death bulled from the victim’

hrmin had focbified 14 wman o
FLONT, JUTU WTDLUITU I WA &

liber stug which killed her.

Rowe 3aid he had bean
undercover agent for the
for five years. He and his eol-
leaguen first noticed Mrs. Liuz-
tn and her Negro companion, he
said, whikd wailing at a traflic
lizht in Selma and followed

e

g.
EE

{their car for some 35 miles_be--

fore finally overtaking it
Al the traffic light, the wit-

ness said, Wilkins looked at the -

auntomobild parked alongside
and remarked, “Look there,
baby brother, I'H be damned.”
Then, Rowe cuntinued, *“Gene
Thomas spoke up and nid.
‘Lex’s grt ‘em’."”
Woukda't Turs Back

They iricd several times -
ol nlongside Mrs. Liuzro's ear,
Iowe wondk on, baadl ench Lime
suncthing  inlervened.  Once
they spolted a highway patrol
caf, "Anmner lmme ji wias A
crowrl of Negroes standing near
the highway. Later, i _was on-
ormirrs—tal ;

é¥ilkins held his arm but the

Lwrﬂw elbow length. Just
e got even with the front win.
dow of the other car, the lady
turned and looked directlya!us
As she Jooked, W:lknlnrﬂm

shots.
‘"eﬁ.

“Thomas® said,
u‘emmdu‘ i’l . ,.. .-
Rmnauhemoha‘ ol
but did nol fire it i‘f‘.ﬂ,‘
As they pulled amus.' Rowe
said he noticed Mr§. Liuzro's
car still traveling in & straight
line and iold his oollcagues it

reemed the - shols may have

ntissed. But, he added, “Wilkins|:

ot G e g Sroth
er it
is deader than hefl’'™

Lot  dem lL. it W
" U

BENL, nowe saidjj
they went 0 a place nown as
Lorene's and, after talking with
a woman Inside, Thoma# as-
sured the other men. "I've got
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[NFORMER UNDER HEAVY GUARD — TESTIFIES —-

Gary Thomas Rowe Jr. (forsgreund], walks between
m in Hayneville,

two FBl agenis on hit way te court rec

Ala,, yesterday whers he testificd he saw Kicawnaf

Collie Wilkins Jr. shoot white ivil rights werker Mrs.
Yiola Luizzo as she tramported Negroes during Selma
o Mentgomery march. Wilkins Iz on teial for the murdee
of Mrs, Luizzo. © & 4 . ot B e o — W
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