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1 4 &#39; April 3, 1941. "

Lieutenant Colonel J. Edgar Hoover,
Director, Federal Bueau of Investigation,
U. S. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel Hoover: p �

Inclosed herewith is a copy of a directive
which I am transmitting to officers of the military-
intelligence concerned in the New York Area. &#39; �_->.

� This directive received the approval of the
I committee at the intelligence confenence on April 2,

191.1, and was als approved at the sametime by
Commander Vincen Astor, the Area Controller of the �
New York Area. "

J

Sincerely yours, __
<"92 ~

HERMAN MILES, _-___
Brigadier General, U. S. Army,

Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
Inclosure: V  ��* "

Copy of letter and Directive of President. &#39; I-&#39;--~ &#39;�
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mbject: Area Controller _i�or the New Iork Ares. _
To: A. C. oi� 8., C-2, I-�irst Army, Governors Island, New York.

A. C. of 8., 0-2, Second Corps Area, Governors Island, Hewrlork.
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�Her Department 18 inforned, was approved by the President ._:_? .
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at which were present the heads of the intelligence serviceeot
State, War, Navy and Justice Departments and Commander Vincent �   *"i*&#39;j
Astor, U.S.1I.R. it this conference it was agreed that the intelligence
services of the four Departments concerned and the Area controller for
the New York Ares. would work under the following�s:utq.al understanding
of the President&#39;s directive; _. »__.,,--~-i.  -_~;~_-;-;.1>~=- �-"92_ -  I-*~~.92

1 .~ _= H 2 ,- »   -» &#39;~_v "   _-.- �~ 92 92 �e.

�~ _g_. �The coordination exercised by the Area Controllerf - -
will be concerned with conflicts or potenti�. coni�licts in the  "
intelligence or investigational fields of the four Departments which
cover either foreign information sought in -or rran the;-lieu York Area
or subversive  sabotage or espionage! activities in that Area.

~ �b. The coordination exercised by the Area. Controller
will not be concerned with investigatiors of civil or,crim5nal cases or
disciplinary action in the cases of military or naval personnel, unless
such cases involve subversive  sabotage or espionage! activities -_
in which there is a conflict of interest as between amr or the four
interested Depertxnentsg _ _  &#39;1 -  92§ H I _-._;_,�»&#39; �E:- . . Y, _~. &#39;_  - ..-�2 ~- ; .-�  ._   _/�   :1; »_ :_&#39; !

 -V »- 3. The "�ew rm-2 Area" is urxierstood to comprise we
limits of the Port of Rewhrkauthority.-_ m   » �"
. - - d_. The "reportsvot results" of the varions intelligence A
and inveetigational activities of the tour Departments concerned will
be made available to any or all of thetour Departments should they .
so desire. The general rulewill be followed that in the case of aiq &#39;_
reportpprepared er received by one of the tour Departments in which
there is s doubt as to the interest or another Department, e_ copy er.
summary of the reportwill beffurnished to the other Department. It _&#39;
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is not, however, understood that copies cf all reports are habitually
to he made available to all four Departments, nor are the individual
sources or infonnaticn which are received tw one Department to be �
communicated to other Departments except under unusual circumstances.
"The necessity for scrupulous care in preserving the security 01&#39;-
infcmation and in protecting contacts is apparent." &#39;

&#39; _ making any new contactssnd shall reel themselires tohs".i&#39;ree
H discuss uiththe Controller such contacts as  be in

. _ .  -1,: ; ;  r:.~.-..-.   .»"~v.&#39;=-_ -.11.  &#39;- ;-.   ~:r-="  --  *__,..

out refer:-moo to the Area Controller unless and until they
learn of some complaint on the part of the contact or of dupli-�
cation ct infomntion sought of the contact, in which case ,_ O._,they will immediately consult the Area Contr_o1ler__; ;  __ -

v , I I 1
-.  92 .~ - ._ . ..92 _ - _ ., . ._  _ ,-

3 .   �! at periodical meetings arranged by the
Area Controller they will be prepared to report in writing I
all contacts made by than since the last periodical meeting, &#39;
giving the name of the firm  not-the individual! contacted,  -.
the subject or nature of the information sought, and the
result oi� the contact.

. I
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" ~- ;~.- e. snmmx miss,�
g_   Brigadier General, U. &#39;8. kw,  "

&#39; __,�.-    Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, _G-2.~
Inclcsurez Directive or President. &#39; &#39;
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New York, N. �Y.
&#39; May 1&#39;7, 1941.

.1»
Director � "  &#39;  1&#39; "

Federal éureau of Investig,-ation,§§&#39; :5
Washington, D. 0. ~ � Y

E
0um

h.

-:. &#39;. ;-.._"�-�~ _, : . 5&#39;. ,_.*� ~ _.�.-3 .3f &#39; &#39;-. - ~_-n c .
Essaéiaa r. --   -a -   » e

/_.

MR. NCENTOASTOR on may-_1s,&#39; 1941, advised é T .that he ha discussed with MR. P. E. FOXWORIH his� finterest n �ascertaining whether there [was maintained,�by an over-nmental agency a list oflcoded, and . A»cabled a§19_&#39;Lr;§_§_s§s_.. He was anxious to r1na"&#39;¢u�t�, � &#39; &#39;whethe MR. FDXWORTH had been able to handle this ¢= -prior to his recent departure from the�c ity,
Due to ma. FQ7CWOR�l�H&#39;S absen e fro� �   L76, "Wash n ton the writ er contacted

nd ca5 sually asked him whethe such a §  Ds d en furnished the Government. He � � Qindicated that the complete re-cord of this materialwas on file with the Bureau of�Registered�Addresses, �50 Broad Street, New York �City. and it was his
understanding that this &#39;p s would be made immediatelyavailabl te o the Navy upon their taking control ofcommunications. �

_ �-This information; without disclosing the; &#39;h source, was made known to MR. ASTOR. consequently, "it will be unnecessary to make a furtlsr check on .this at the present time. � 1� &#39;
&#39; - 51- �J 92QJl>�r s... .__ ,  .. _  ,;&#39;§�~&#39;-" ,92  ~-
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CONFIDENTIAL New Y°�k» N- Y- Mr- Drnytcn _......

�t Mr. Quinn Ta|::un..

. June 2&#39;7 , �&#39;�_[¬?4&#39;J;~"-5°� ------ --
Ml&#39;- Tr:1:_&#39;,&#39;.._-_. ..

� Miss Ga-sdy ...... ..
From: The Conference of Investigating Agencies, New Yor7k"Area" """ "

&#39; To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G�2, _ _ - , ..  r ,Director of Naval Intelligence  :� - � I   ~  _
~Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation --

Investigation ofxCrew Lists   _-.    &#39; A A ~
 a! 0. of I. A. letter of June 6, 1941&#39;, Serial No. 26:51-41

SUBJECT:

Reference:

l. As a result of a further study of the mechanics needed to
check the crew lists of ships engaged in foreign trade, the follow-
ing is submitted. � -

Inmwdiately prior to the sailing of a ship, a representa#tive of the Shipping Comissioner is given the final crew list by .
the master. It is our suggestion that the pertinent portions of
this list should then be forwarded with all dispatch to F.B.I.,
Naval Intelligence and Military Intelligence for thegpurpose of,- checking any undesirable elements in the personnel,-"It is believed
that this check can be completed and forwarded to the Commandant
of the Naval District concerned within about�twenty�four hours.
I The data considered pertinent consists only of the indi-

vidual&#39;s name and, in addition, his "Z" number.� This "Z" number isa number carried on the Continuous Discharge Book or Certificate of
Identification, which is carried by each member of the crew. This
never changes.   &#39; WM;/, "nm,,_. ¢f,!,,{_,_Gff_  aeawsbt 11¢,� &#39;7 1,/9&#39;!!&#39;3/2-/�-{I-Q-:J¬.Cf+CJ � &#39; A C Q,2. A case in point which perhaps indicates the presen need
of such a procedure is illustrat . v he fol wi   *~~�- *1" �� 1  axle}? /�aka. 0 9.5�--XOfficials of the Alc<;a_TlZ;1e tg1?ou7;&#39;£ the�;-_-_o_i o1_§éng_�-9t9~-_tl_1§�_j;writer-&#39;s attention through Lt. Col. Sharp, M.I.D. �hey?-scate�unattw�-�w~almost two-thirds of the bauxite refined "in the Uni�ed St te comesfrom Surinam, Dutch Guiana. These bauxite mines are-iocigtdi�ad�tl
sixty miles up a narrow winding channel in which there _gi§;,a,_-.str_ong ; ~=_current. This channel would probably be blocked in;-thél-éiie�1*i~lil1ioTi=�~"&#39; &#39;  1a ship grounding in consequence of sabotage.. This channel is the 92 &#39;only route of supply to the mine, as there is no overland route,The Governor of Surinam has protested on several <>¢&#39;¢as&#39;1<ms* tifthe  1
Alcoa Line concerning the type of crew on their ships. Officials
of the company point out that with the present shortage of tonnage
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they are forced to pick up anything they can get, and that they are g=
now operating approximately fifty vessels under charter, comprisingv _
vessels under American, Yugoslav, Norwegian, Panamian, Latvian,"p � .Swedish and Finnish registry. The situation was brought to a head
recently when a Norwegian vessel, the Marpesia, put in about a _� _ A.month ago and the Governor of Surinam had a Rumanian and a Bulgarian
removed. » A» _ »,", _ Q3, . ,»-4 2 ~

� In such a case as this where elements in a ship&#39;s crew
were suspected of having subversive tendencies, the Governor of ,
Surinam could be notified by cable and be thereby placed in a
position to take appropriate action. 7

VI�CL�l SLOR &#39; _ "s
Command¬?j�U§S.N.R.v
Area Controller ~ 31
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Copies to: . _ _ _. 1

H.I.D., Second Army Corps Area, New York
F.B.I., New York v
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[K , M &#39; A »�.;s-------7-°""&#39;/4j,!�l/ From: The Conference of Investigating Agencies, ~&#39; New York Area _ &#39;
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2&#39;
" Director of Naval Intelligence &#39;

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT:/�grderswte%éaaters�p�XAmericagxgerchantG3§§§ls in�the event of a declara ion 6 "war. ,
.. .92,_

3�!-
1. At a meeting of the M.I.D., O.N.I."&#39;and F.B.I.

agencies in the New York Area, the "fact was brought out, that
masters f Ame 1 i 1 � �0 r can sea go ng vesse s have apparently re-
ceived no orders concerning what steps they shall take hileat sea in the event of a declaration of war involv t
United States of America. It is the feeling o s Cmmnittee

, that, as the reception of orders by radio might be deléyed in _the event that the radio is not constantly manned, or con- "
ceivably not delivered by disloyal radio personnel, such
masters should, perhaps, be given orders specifying what stepsthey should take in the event of hostilities in regard to
darkening of ships, non-use of radio transmitters, what ports

/924A-&#39;9292!Q A
 };P�� they should make for, and other steps which might include the
_ �guarding by known reliable personnel of the vital points in

the ship under their comand. &#39;
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._,1__§&#39;T.: »» .-�ff _

/�f �  telephoned and advised he was

� . .~.n - qu-
. U ?

~, I - 1&#39; itJOHN EDGAR HOOVER 0 /&#39; 0 -5 I r D m &#39;-_"
_ Dmec-|-OR * ! In-. I. A. hmm ______

92-. & I

Z�ehetal �ureau uf lhwestigatiun�
Mr�  �--_-pzlilu. ,;.¢n..

.1» ,e»9"&#39; �u,_f4.,.
if  �/5�;

92�  in -2? F
:=¢:  11::, = 2 &#39; �Y ~- : .~� &#39; § &#39; 1- I 9292
ii�;

�he we .~�,.e
�e,�-92u ul 92��~W~&#39;v X_Z... v

Ilr. Formorth

Ir. �livln I
iklniteh §tat2s Bepartmznt nf Zlustire

Washington, E. QI.
51113� 3, 1941 A

Hr. lull

Ir. Nlcholl __ __

Ir. Recon ,_

lnr. Conan

Mr. Dayton

Ir. Quinn Tunm ______
PEF:ML

Ir. llandon_.._._--
Ir. Colin ..i_-1-1
Ir. lhrho

YIIO. Rodi!

Tour Room�ix?
> In I635! _________

eel� / ..;. ¢...,
,1?� ,~� 0 I In IuIl|n_

calling for the Director but he understood he was out of mam-Q
-__-_-_-1-_-�itown and in his absence was speaking to me. .

Astor said he wanted to request that I call
Donegan and reassure him that it was satisfactory to go
along on a matter Astor had spoken to him about.» I asked
Astor what the matter concerned and he said he could not di -

[fpuee 1+. over the telephone but that he had p�eitiously spoke to
2% Bonegan about it and Donegan later had informed him that he

thought Astor should speak directly to Mr. Hoover�,
92 . ?�

92 As I understood from Astor, hewas thereafter in
communication with the "Great White Chief at Hyde Park" who held
asked him to request Mr. Hoover to handle the matter. Astor l
said that it was something of a personal interest to the 5* _.M;:
President rather than an official investigation. / "

; - , .-e-�:
_ _,,~.

I told him that if possible, I would try to relay�
his request to the Director, who was out of town. _

During the conversation, Astor stated he wanted to
compliment the Bureau upon the raids which had been made over
the week-end and he felt that a very good job had been done.

�" Respectfullm p  y, t 4
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�   I &#39; A »MrTToln..-- � �J &#39; M. ..&#39;rr

� Mr. -*;
O _ M115--. rt ----- --

VINCENT ASTOR - -&#39; &#39; - ���-
no as wEs"r 26&#39;: STREET _ _PERSoNAL AND V 1 L h � , � .~ .M"

p _ _ »_~ ;,;_ Mr. Ni ole -------- --
n_

_ __ Mr. Rd -21 .._---.~---
9292 , � 7:»-3 an-.0 it on ........ -3

July 17th, :Mx-. n V ywh _______ ..
9292 j �VI: q~ hnmmMr He don

cw3  Q; -I: i1&#39;1Ir.TtG;h ------- -- &#39;�D K~.;M� �vi�. &#39; . _. . ph -<   >!1% ....... -.aEcLkS �} M. i� AALLIN�-ORHA N NTMNHI    V931� � ~ usnsm IS liP�¢�- s�3?l.§/5:  7� &#39; DATE.+2.�ll-I   "  . I
: � A ,�Dear Edgar - - ,

&#39; I

Many thanks for your letter of July 8th, which I greatly .-�- ?

appreciate, especially in consequence of the last paragraph ex-

pressing the appreciation of the interdepartmental fntelligence
conferences, for such contributions as we from time� to time are

__ able to make . . _&#39;,_ -Q I &#39; j

The point that you make concerning the lack of authority�
"~. 3 5.9 1.

to deal with a crew situation on a Norwegian ship in a foreign

is, of course, well taken. . "

The other matter which has recently given me a great deal
I 1- . i

1 of concern, and you and your New York office considerable trouble,
- -if�. i

I think may be drawing to a satisfactory conclusion. At all events,

I am hoping for the best. " � L "J;
Ever yours, T  Iu/_ - &#39; 1:"

wuss &#39; M &#39;  ./
f ,_ he    �____,>./...c

* R.m00RnED  Ié    3
Hon. J�. Edgar Hoover, FEDERAL B{Lz&#39;§;§_:,i:_i-"-E!.;Tu�5vA;T92 !t~,
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, - � § &#39;
United States Departnsnt of Justice, - 5 JUL 24 I34!
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O _ clo. Roan

ccor ing to Mr Sackett, &#39;V ncent Astor has expressed It amhimself very unfavorably toward thejditerdepartmental Intelli- � """""
gence__A_Qg,nference. Astor has indicated to�]IFI�I§aciret�tMthat the
conferees at Vashington don&#39;t exchange any real information bu

;- §:_;:1>_;;!>..-:3 our noon. :é.&#39;;£1:.A.¬¬;Hi;. _ a _ ...____,
E  .IIr. Kean
= 1,g_:;;$;�: _ _ _ _ � . _ Ir. TracyJ 1/ » O
-¬_,;H;_:._~:>  A d , , �lu Belhm ______i§.�5;L§ V." 1- &#39;.=%&#39;-.� &#39;

-��---__1--_.�

merely give each other the time of day as contrasted-with the anner
in which the New York regional conferences are conducted. Ast r
wonders why the Washington conference doesnl�-t take.-�.action on some
of the matters referred by him such as the America First Committee&#39;s
present activity with respect to Army camps, subversive...activities"
in Army camps, etc. Hr. Sackett stated Astor made several "¢fracks
during the course of the Regional Conference this morning, at the
end of which helooked at Sackett and said, "Fell, I hope what I
have said doesn&#39;tcget back to Washington because if it does,§ I&#39;ll
probably land in jail."
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&#39; Hr. Karin

,_ . 10 Io. loom
Y?,1-�?�~� � &#39; Tour loam

.  V � " Mr. Muse
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&#39; While discussing the Conference held this "&#39;""-.&#39;""-_-_...
mor n in -New York with Mr. Sackett, he stated that�L<� "&#39;"9"&#39;~____.
th _Argg Controller has conferredHwith� ------_-
who is in charge of Cozlonel Donovan &#39;s New York Office,
recently with respect to dif er%"mat_t_ers and the Area

/"Controller stated defini that thereizzcyld be no con-
,92j&#39;lict in the operation 0 Wnovanfs Office with any of

the existing Agencies r res"é&#39;nteZi at the Conference.
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RE. vmcmm ASTOR - H � i
»   �Internal Security - p I _ _ - -~ �W

Z�eheral �ureau of investigation &#39; - &#39; , A

l�mteh §>tat25 Bepartmeni of Zlusture / I; -&#39;-&#39; --�--�&#39;
, I

chi� 4,1,1---ad

lam" ---inn

Mr. Trl�
Mr. IQIIII _____________

Ir. Carson _______,,

Mr. saucy ____________

In llemion ______,_

m». mmmu _________

In QIl_lnn Tunun ______

Ir. Hllbl ______&#39;_.___

�le. Room __________

In �OHIO _._______,_
II» Denna

i Mr. Foxworth of the New York Office telephonically advis me - ta�
he had a memorandum from an Agent  him in connection with the abo e"-captioned
matter and read as follows:   .

d by

�/ confidential

°n-
that although a great deal infome-

tion by him has proved accurate, he is very mer-
curial, is very proneto accuse famous persons o� being
Fascists without supporting; evidence and sometimes is in- .,
accurate in his opinions of the sentiments of various indi-

with

- viduals. It is for the above-mentioned reasons very diffi- � -

_ -Ti; »L

�advised that he� has been told by ,nwner01v.1-SJ�; J
friendsiof Vincent 1istor_tha,t.,A_stor_ is both definitel �I ro _-Qerman and violently anti-Briti§_h,. Fcould give no &#39; "T
first-h &#39; &#39; but state that numerous persons i
of his had he rd stor malge pro-German and anti-Britishstatements.  méd in p_articu1ar a Princess Helen
Rosti lios a ter of a British diplomat, who had heard

brother of Vincent Astor make certain such statemengs.. pd! tated that�Princese Rostigliosi lived at 28 East 70th9292 L &#39; ree , New York City, and would, in his opinion, be glad to
~  furnish any information in her possession concerning Astor.% mailed to Agent� a. letter which he had received from &#39;

G 1 92 Z, % g%92 »...a/

rcult to ascertain exactly the relia.bility,of this informant.
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l Memorandum for Mr. Tamm I Page Two

H �In view of Vincent Ast r&#39;s position and the con� l
sequent importance of an inq � _ concerning him, Agent_ did not indicate t�hhayge Bureau was interested ,   .
in this information accep ed the same as it was volun- �tarily o d by? It was thought advisable also to &#39;caution$hat e was to closely understand that the Y y .
Bureau ha instituted no inquiries concerning Vincent �
Astor and was merely accepting this voluntary information.
A check of the indices of the New York Field Office revealed
numerous file references to Vincent Astor which Agent has had
no opportunityto review. This information is submitted for
whatever action is deemed necessary or advisable.� _

Mr. Foxworth advised that to this memorandum was attached a
note on the letterhead of the Hampton House, 28 East 70th Street in a
woman&#39;s handwriting reading as follows; A I --

92 �Dear Nikki: Z &#39; s

"I know you are thinking of speaking to Vincent and
Jack Astor about our South American anti-Fascist activities.
It is none of my business but I should like to say that on
the occasion that I met Jack this summer in Newport, heap-
peared to be strongly  anti-British andfull of admiration _
for the -Nazis.~ He made seen &#39;rem&#39;Zii�!¬§ as that he thought it 1,
was an excellent thing for the British to be at last getting
the punishment they richly deserved and that it would
quite good for them to be under Hitler. I have ne1;er�met
Vincent but the �Iron Bit&#39;  which Mr. Foxworth stated might
not bevright inasmuch as the handwriting was bad! is that
he_ is the same way. I hope to see you soon.

_ 92 &#39;

. As ever,

� ~ I H� �v

&#39; ted that it is well known that Mr. meter is very
pro-British; that _he_gha§_ relatives in England who have large roperty Hold-ih  as he knows,_N&#39;1r. Astor is very friendlypwithill�l.
On the other hand Mr. Foxworth pointed out that this information was given &#39;
to them by an informant and therefore he felt it should be treated in the
same manner in which any other information is handled; with this difference:
he would like totell Mr. Astor of the matte1;. I agreed with Mr. Foxworth
and told him that we would pass this along to th  and get in t n i
with him. . * I ,,/�-�--" . ~ Respectfull �I /| ,
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Director, FBI _ B  QB. Q � &#39;
Attention: Technical Laboratory _

Re: ummowm susmcr; - ~

mvormaous oonwnxcxgigm AUDRESSED ;
TO-COM_1lANDr;R vmcm AsToR;~~~
EXTORTION _ - J9.4 .&#39;~ &#39;. ._ _- 1.

Dear Sir: - _ - »

�Y Commander VINCENT ASTOR of the United States Navy has
turned over to this -office an anonymous communication, which is postmarke
at Syosset, Long Island, January 1,, 191,3, with which was! enclosed a news-

rt&#39; 1 entitled "ASTOR LEASE-S NINTON ESTATE". Further, there is npaper a 1c e , _
written on a sheet of paper to which this article is attached, the follo
ing: 1 "Big shot eh? We didnt get you last time -g wait - Big Stiff." i 6- .

While the content of this letter is not sufficient to
I t an investigation on the basis of a violation of the Extortionwarran .

&#39; Statute, same is being passed on to the Bureau with the request that a
h ibilitcheck be made through the anonymous extortion letter file on t e poss y

V that the handwriting thereon might be identified with previous anonymous >
&#39; communications which have been referred to the Laboratory. _ _ o

&#39; I� Upon �completion ofithe� examination, it is suggested that
_ the original be retained in the files of the Bureau so that same might be _

/available in the event Commander £S&#39;1�0R might receiveJ 92a/B     B    We so
N   $104, . � ~ _ _! 2:� EFKL  �F "5""<5�   Y�? emit� &#39;7!�  AN 29 1953i,1  98$� 9.5 ;_ � � &#39;1&#39;-. J. no _ ,  _ BUY = �-,oY92?�; he B "  Special Agent, �1n;.E:n%f£"a_;;.;__ {$4,it :22:-: 92� ~ ,  V a -  "11;, E    n e i B  V Q-: I uh ~  . _...._v...__......;,.  V". _ �e.,",i_.92 7  - �92,92&#39; &92

. 7 H ea.V _" &#39; &#39;$92 WPY and �pecimens i�eb�-ineii in Lab01&#39;at;ory _  adj �
-a � .2-/~ V, 1&#39; &#39; Si� &#39;§?FEB.1.9,1943_. ,   > 5/3- g 1;!� &#39;9� B
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< .; ~"h 1.
1. -�that I récetued @984 Q! 9""? *¢°°"* P&#39;°�°*"�!
-4 < t zh r nkvo Captain.and I hasten to extend.$3 yo;_m; ai�gqre congratu1�$f9"§v_ 5"°"�"9 if

tha&~h� you give devoted to �nva1.natt¢ra not&#39;

atncerely,

,,. - -r.. ~ ._ __.,-
» J.-V� Edgar Ho&#39;ové1~ &#39;_ &#39;

.  &#39;  3   � i  , . il <1 by the Director -..
,2!�-_ > . i _ d �.2? . 1 Ale� �:7� V V. �V: 8 . 92
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� "K. . .. _. ~� -�-K,
Mr. Tolson� T 3-  "  * 1 "
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