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Honorable Marvin Watson

Special Assistant to the Prosident
The Yhite House

Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Watsont

183
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1 am enclosing information which is being
called to your attention as of possible interest to
the President,

The enclosure concerns a riot which
occurred at Weirs Beach, Laconia, New Hampshire,
on the night of June 19 1965, and early morning
of June 20, 1965,

This information has been furnished to N
the Attorney General, Q,
NG
Sincerely yours, '\3
. ¢
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NOTE:

See memorag@um W, C. Sullivan to A,H, Belmont,
'Weirs Beach Riot, Laconia, New Hampshire,
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same date, captioned
June 19-20 1965,
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WEIRS BEACH RIOF

LACONIA, NEV HAMPSHIRE T fae
JUNE 19-20, 1965 2 X
c —t
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m ———
Riotous conditions developed at Welrs Beach oz =
located on lake Winnipesaukee at Laconia, New Haumpshire, = 3
on the night of June 19, 1965, when a crowd of 6,000 to © =
10,000 men and wonen who had congregated on Lakeside 3 =
Avenue at the resort bocame disorderly and defied the e

local police,

NATURE OF THE CROWD: = .

The crowd was composed primarily of motorcyclists
from all parts of the United States who were in the area
to attend the annual motorcycle racos at nearby Loudon,
New Hampshire, Host of the individuals were in the
tweniies or early thirties,

INITIAL INCIDENTS:

Trouble first occurred at about 7:00 p,m, on
June 19, 1965, when someone threw a smoke bomb and the
crovd converged in that avea, Several more smoke boubs

were thrown in the next hour with sipilar resulis, The

crowd became disorderly and noisy, taunted police officers
with vulgar and profane remarks, and interfered with traffice..

RICTING ERUPTS:

- B =. ’{
Gale o . PR .
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Tele. Room

By 9:00 p,m,, the crowd had become an unruly
nob completely defiant of police orders, MNombers of the mob
fought among theuselves, threvw firecrackers, rocked and over- ‘

war roomt ] TELETYPE it ] EN’CLOSU’RE



turned two zutomobiles, one of which caught fire,
An unsuccessful attempt was made to burn a bowling alley

I\v pouring gasoline into the air.conditioning system of

e = Pewe W ————— T

the building and igniting it, At 9:30 p,m,, traffie
was coupletely atopped in the area and some of the
motorcyclists were drax racing anid the -ob.

POLICE ACTION:

The Riot 8quad of the Laconia Police Department,
consisting of thirty men, moved into the area at 10:10 p.m.,
equipped with shotguns and other riot gear, They were
met with a barrage of flying objects from the mob which
refused to move, At that time the local police were joined
by sixty New Hampshire State Police troopers and by officers
of the Belknap County Sheriff's Office, Tear gas was used

by ¢ha noldca eith 14itle Af#nn# *ha mnh 24411 wafmaline

to disperso. Shotguns were then brought into play by
the police who fire hot at the £ of the rioters,

By
— | S ——————
e L sisted the police in the clean-up operation,

A rumor that the motorcyclicsts wovld attexpt a similar
riotous disturbance on the night of Jure 20th, 1955, did

not materislise, As of 12:45 a.m,, June 21, 1965, all of the
notorcyclists had left the area snd conditions were quiet,

ARRESTS AND INJURIES:

Thirty~three rioters were arrested end each is
being held in custody in defeult of $500 cash bound, Fiftsen
were charged with failure to disperse under a nevw Stste antie
riot law, eleven were charged with participating in a2 riot
and the remaining were held on charges of drunkerness: or
assaulting an officer, One juvenile, aged 17, was among
those arrested, Thirty-one rioters were treated for birde
shot wounds at the Laconia General Hoepital, Twc of the injured.
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CAUSE OF THE RIOT:

' 3 4
ved or that subversive, rad:l.cv.l or cr:lmi.nu
influences were present, L S .

PRECAUTIONARY POLICE MEASURES:

NOTE: See memor W Sullivan to A, H, Belmont same
. K)e. date, same caption, riginal to the White House and
c0pies to General Couns sident's Council on Equal

:
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Opportunity, the AG, the Deputy AG and Assistant AG Doar.
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SUBJECT: WEIRS BEACH RIOT,
LACONIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
6/19-20/65 e
INFORMATION CONCERNING

¢

At approximately 9 p.m., 6/19/65, mob composed o rcyclists
rioted at Weirs Beach, Laconia, New Hampshire., Rioting resulted in the
setting of numerous fires and the burning of the boardwalk and the over=-
turning of vehicles in the area, including a police cruiser. Many
individuals were arrested and rioters fought by National Guardsmen,

. - ] < "
trained deputies from Belknap County and Laconia, New Hampshire, Police

: 1
‘g i Department., Data submitited by Boston by tel f approximately
,éﬂctwelve noon, 6/20/65, furnished Special Agent Substantive. Desk
—_ Supervisor, who requested Boston be telephonic n cted to furnis
the following data:

(1) Whether Army Intelligence was being Kept advised as t
any pertinent data.

(2) The specific cause of the riot. L
I o A

: . (3) Whether any subversive, radical, racial or criminal elements
! involved in the riot.

(4) If cause undetermined at this point, whether appropriate
informants had been alerted to attempt to determine the cause of the riots

(5) Current status report as to whether the rioting had stopped
and full control of situation being maintained by local authorities.

(6) Whether local authorities 2:1 any advanced informatiop that

riot was to occur, REC 36 &""‘ //9459 -

. At 1:15 p.m., 6/20/65, the above was furnished to Assisfant
Special Agent in Charge Kenneth W. Whittaker with instructions to submit
a teletype setting forth this data.
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L1C Memorandum to Sullivan

RE: WEIRS RIOT,
TACONIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
6/19-20/65

S1e At 2:10 p.m., 6/20/65, Special Agentm racial

Supervisor, Boston, telephonically advised the fo ng: _
, (1) Army Ihtelligence has been advised of pertinent data
x regarding the riot. '

(2) Several conflicting stories have developed regarding cause
of riot and attempts are being made to pin this down.,

(3) No evidence of subversive, racial, radical or criminal
elements involved.

(4) As of afternoon, 6/20/65, rioting had ceased and rioters
had either been arrested or dispersed; however, the 44th Annual Laconia
Motorcycle Rally which has been associated with the rioters was to
continue and the possibility of another breakout exists,

o

(5) Local authorities were aware of the 44th Annual Laconia
Molacycle Rally which was to be held on 6/19/65 and would result in
A large numbers of motorcycle enthusiasts being in the area. This,
coupled with past experience in riot problems in the area, caused local
authorities to be alert for possible trouble and local authorities and
National Guard were on stand-by.

ACTION:

LU T YR T PSR

@,

For information. Above to be confirmed by telebne 6/20/65
together with specific data regarding cause of riot.
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To: SAC, Boston (62-4545) o :

From: Director, ¥BI

WEIRS BEACH RIOT
LACONIA, NEW HALPSHIRE
6/ 19-20/65

\ -
Reurtels 6/26-21-22/6?.

Immediately submit details of riot available thus
far in letterhead memorandur form suitable for dissemination
Submit original and nine copiles, .
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; 5-113 {1-1&61) - .

Domestic Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE
une 21. 1985

Attached teletype summarizes
information concerning riot which
occurred at Weirs Beach, Laconia,
New Hampshire, night of 6/19/65
and early morning 6/20/65, By
later teletype Boston Office
advised rumored resumption of
disorder night of 6/20/65 did not
materialize, As of 1:00 a.,m.,
6/21/65 all visiting motorcyclists
had left area and situation quiet,

Civil Rights Division, G-2
and Secret Service advised,
Letters to White House! David B,
Filvoroff, General Counsel to -
SR RENS R e - - !President's Council on Equal Op=

_ T o .portunitys and the ettorney Gener1

haino prn}'}ared.
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(a'D) Rumoaa PERSIST THAT MOTORCYCLISTS WILL ATTEMPT
. TN Edl P B CORAS y
8 SIVILAR DISTURBANCE [ONIGHT. THE ONE ZERD EIGHT 1===£=e MILITARV

INTELLIGENCE GROUP BOSTON, MASS. MAS BEEN ADVISED.
SUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ANY DEVELOPKENTS.
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6-22-65 2:32 PM
DIRECTOR AND BOSTON
FROM ALBANY 221645

. A

&WEIRS BEACH RIOT, LACONIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE. JUNE 19 20,

LAST INFO CONCERNING

. 9](’
RE BOSTON TEL JUNE 22, INSTANT,
NO RECORD ALBANY INDICES RE

L
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outgide the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.



s o i b 2R G

Flght

O

0=19 (Rev. 12-14-64)

.

- ——

More ’l‘han 40 Arrcsted, Resort a Shamhles

M T

Hﬁ.‘

LACONIA, Nlﬁ June 20
{AP) — A mob of up {o 3000
persons rioted at Weirs Beach
Jast night. More than 40 were
arrested.

The crowd, most of them
motorcyele  enthusiasts  on
hand for a racing event in
nearby Louden, broke windows
set fire to buildings and waged
a guerrilla-llike skirmish with
police and National Guards-
men throughout the night.

The main street of the Lake
Winnipesdukee summer resort
was left a mass of rubble, lit-
tered with beer cans and bot-
tles, overturned garbage cans,

New Ham

and the smoldering ruin of a
burned automobile.

‘The riot was broken up by
local and special police, by
opers firing pellets of

“.,-
ot

l o e
LT f\g Hf'\ i
Hul,.. e

1962

r-'——f—-—rrr-rlr\ 3 f\f\‘TT"YPf

ock salt,” and by National
uardsmen.

More than 70 persons were
injured, at least ten seriously.
Thousands of dollars damage
was done.

Gov. John W, King, who was
at the scene most of the night,
said today that he would urge
prosecution under a new anti-
riot statute providing for fines
lof up to $1000 and jail terms
of up to three years. The law
hwas passed in anticipation of
lsuch an outburst.

The outbreak came when a
number of leather-jacketed
ivouths stopped an automobile,
loverturned it and set it afire

econds alter its occupants-—a
an, woman and twe small
hildren—climbed out.

Commissioner

V]

¥

ED

5000 Motorcycle Racing Fahs RlOt,
pshire Police AllNi ghti

Rhodes gaid a
California motorcycle club
known as “Hell’'s Angels”
started the riot. -

Police confiscated a variety|
of weapons—chains, clubs and!
knives. A meat cleaver,'
thrown from a rooftop, nar-
rowly missed a policeman,

The motorcycle rally at
Loudon is sponsored by the
New England Motoreycle
Dealers Association and sanc-
tioned by the American
Motorcycle Association.

King said he intends to ask
the State Legislature this
week to grant executive au-
thority to prohibit such events
in the future “when there are,

alanm cigne cucrh as wara sl
Cieal’ 51gns, sudil as were evi-’

dent last week, that the stag-
ing of a riot is imnrments

Robert W.

RiaF
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‘A Laconia, New Hampshire, policem ‘fans threw rocks, burned cars and dam-
stands guard with riet gun yesterday as aged buildings during 2 night of FTSUNY TR

seypral _lbousand motorcycle drag race this Lake Winnipesaukee resort.
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By Urited Presa International
LACONIA, N. H.

'I‘wenty nine suspects ac-
cused of taking part in =
motoreyele-gang riot pleaded
innocent yesterday when ar-
raigned under New Hamp-
shire’s new “get-tough” unti-
riot law, .

The men were clad in
T-shirts, dungarees and motor-
cycle boots. Some had black
eves and wore bloodstained
clothing. Others wore band-

;District Court Judge Bernard

#ges on their hands and head.

They were charged with
disobeying an officer and fail-
ing to dsperse from a riot.

I. Snierson set ball at $500
for 27 of them, but doubled

it fo rthe two others because
they had records.

- HOSPITALIZED

One alleged rioter forfeited
bail he had posted earlier, and
another was confined to La-
conia Hospital with injuries;
suffered in the Saturday;
night melee at Weirs Beach
on Lake Wnnipesaukee, :

Two Juveniles were to be .
arraigned later. In addition,
police said about 30 other |
persons also were arrested .
and would be arralgned later
in the week on charges rang- .
ing from drunkenness =and:
speeding to assault.

Tk allacad mintare
A1iE BUEBEEL TIOWiIL wioic .

wars

i brought into the tiny court-

room in groups of four and’
five. The room, which has
space for only 50 persons, was °
jammed with spectators. [
The riot was put down by'!
steel-helmeted state and local
police and about 200 National |
Guardsmen, They used clubs, |
tear gas, armored jeeps and
shotguns loaded with birdshot |

' and rock ssait to quell the up-

Friging
gL Lt

fr A new riot-control law,§
rushed through the New’
Hampshlre Legislature last®
week, provides for fines up to
$500 and a maximum of one
year in jail for those con-
_victed of being riofers and
fines up to $1,000 and three-
yvear jall terms for anyone
convicted of causing personal

énjury or pro damage
N0 g Egold @
uﬁ%‘&

.to the Hell's Angels motor-

" Laconia 1 Polloe Chief Howh'

ewd _Wnoaolion szald
MLANOT

VoI 58,

four of the suspects have
been identified as belonging

at lanst
11

cycle club from California.

He charged that they were

Instigators of the mel
Pre—Fomdina. Calif., n WA ’
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" BAD NEWS—Robert Northrop of Br ldgeport, Conn,"

o ats |
nBEGLIR TERF Wi L

-J._.__‘..n.-._-.—..,..'

: heads for Laconia, N. H., court and his nrnlgnmelt, X
Yesterday on charges growing out of a Saturdly riight - .
riot at nearhy Weirs Beach. Ecores of visiting motoy. >
cyclists were arrested and many citizens injured. |-

* sald that the Angels were or-
. Eanized there in 1950. Just
: four months ago, California
© Attorney ~ General Thomas

Lynch releazed o renort on

2221 TELCERCU & ICpoTry on

& six-month Investigation
and warned that “this report
serves notice to Hell's An-
gels that law enforcement
will not tolerate thefr hood-
Jum activities in California.”

The report said the 448
reported members in Calffor-
nle have eriminel records
totallng 874 felony arrests,
300 felony convictions, 1,682
misdemeanor arrests and
tions. :

The report sald the hood-

lum activities of the Hell's '

Angels occur most frequently
at lower-class bars and on

“runs” to smaller ecitfes,

where the cyclists take part
In gang assaults, gang rapes,

gang fights and pmpert.y de—-" )

struction,

» Mr. Lynch gave 8 Ilst of
repdTted-essaults and sexual

. attacks by members of the

motoxcycle graoup, - oﬂen !nl--
lowed by intimidation of vjc-
tims or witnesses to a “degree.
that made. prosecuuon un-
successful. '

These mcluded beatincl
group rape and one case where
members of the Angels stops
ped trafic in a town and

“opened car doors and at-
btempted to pet and paw
female passengers™ while the
Angels’ girls “lay in the middls
of the street, where they went .
through suggestive motions.”

His report described exhibi-
tionistic Initiation rites for
new members of hell’s Angals:

“It i1s alleged that any new '
member must bring with him -
to the meeting woman or girl
termed a ‘sheep’ willing to

_submit to sexusl Intercoursé

with each member ol’ the
club.”.

The report also nld tha.t. n
some instances the initlate, or
other members of the cluh
reportedly took part in sexual
acts with the girl h-kaas.gt
the v('hole Broup. Liinhion adis
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Domestic Intelligance Division -

INFORMATIVE NOTE

Duate M.__ms

Mayor Lessard reportedly made
statement to préss on 6/21/65,
that the riot occurring on
6/19-20/65, was communist inspire

icating that any subversive,
radical, criminal or racial
influences were present in
connection with_the riot.
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d . STATEMENT FURTHES SKS WYY HAS MORE THAYN FOU. IUKDRED

QELL KNOWN CRINE OFFE.0ERS TRAVELED FROMN CALIFORNLA, MORE THAN

iy

[THRET THOUSAND WILES, FOR ONE EVERRING ENTERTAINKENT AND

CONSISTENTLY ESCAPE THEMSELVES.
STATEMENT FURTHER MAKES REFERENCE TO A NAZI SUASNIKA BEING
PRESENT AT RIOT. 7' | | N
"305TON RECORD-AMERICAN" OF JUNE TYENTY TWO INSTANT, QUOTES
LESSARD AS HAVING RELIASLE REPORTS THAT INSTIGATORS OF SATURDAY
FIGKT RI0T WERE COMIUNIST-TRAINED "RIOT MONGERS"™ AND THAT HE HAS
;T}FZQ*W?T7ON/
F575 THAT AT LEAST SEVEXN MEYBLRS OF THE NOTORIOUS CALIFORNIA
ROTORCYCLE 3600, THE "HELL'S ANGEL'S HAD 3SEEN IK MEXICO FOR
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‘

cycle races at nearby Loudon,
New Hampshire. Thirty-three

first sentences imposed by Jotal
judge, ‘)
UL ronieTio conTanEl 4

HEREIN |3 UNCLASSIE
DATE LR ‘

On 6/19/65 a mob composed of
motorcyclists rioted at Weirs Beacl
Laconia, New Hampshire. A crowd
of gix to ten thousand had assem-
bled to attend the annual motor-

ricoters were arrested for rioting[
drunl:enness, and assaulting an
officer. Attached reporis the
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b charged wi a ng tow araw rrom the scene of the ‘
?D riots at Weilrs Beach were sentenced in District Court aid
Laconia, New Hampshire,
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:”g \W Bureau will be advised of the results of the

addlitional prosecutions which willl continue to be heard
on a daily basis.
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Enclosed is information concerning a riot > &S
which occurred at Weirs Beach, Laconia, Few Hampshire, 2w
on the night of June 19, 1965, and early worning e D
of June 20, 1965, 2 =
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Rr, Maceo Hubbard of the Civil Rights Pivigion

was orally f concerning the riot by
ke Special Agent of this Bureau on June 20,
1965, A copy © randum has been furnished

to the White House,
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See memorandum W, C. Sullivan to A, H, Belmont,
same date, captioned "Weirs Beach Riot, Laconia, New Hampshire,

June 19-20, 1965,"
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TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: BOSTON (62-NEW)

CVEIRS BEACH RIOT, LAGONIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, JUNE

NVINETEEN--TWENTIETH , NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE, INFO [
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APPROXIMATELY FORTY TO

BEEN ARRESTED AND THE MOB WAS COMPRISED OF

HELD AT LOUDON, NH.
FIGHTING THE RIOT NOW, ALONG WITH LOCAL OFFICERS, ARE-

Svlon
SIXTY STATE TROOPERS AND 360 NATIONAL GUARDSMEN. THE OTERS“—
!{AND
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BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED,
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