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%X’ wers two swastikase. His relative, warking nearby, stopped to-

f and ecked Brost's relative why they were plented there. He

W there"
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-~ ~. ' DBecause of the amused indifference of your' local:
office in Buffalo, and its spparent lethargy, I am forced to
write you direct shout a matter whioh I belisve is important
in America's present attempt to run down and disperse Fifth:
Columnists. S L , S

. [N
L

Had I been a witeh~hunting housewife, I might not
be so indignant at the complete disinterest of your local = ¢
office. However, I am an internationally-known novelist,
and my books are leading bestesellers all over Lhe warld. .
1 try at all times to maintein & logical balande and cereful
Judgment. ., o '

3.

Recently I purchased a home in an exclusive suburb
of Buffelo - Eggertsville. I know no ons in this suburb, nor
have I, at any time, seen the man sbout vwhom I am writing you
at this time. le remains a complete stranger to me,.and I 1
to hime In view of this, his conduct remains the more sinister} :

Across the road from my new home lives & Germane
American by the name of Chester Brost. MNis eddress is' 116 <
Greenaway Rd., Eggertsville. On his estate he employs &
simple~minded reletive of his wife. , A

On a ocertein day recently, bringing mnids vith me
to prepare our new home, I stopped my car neer the edge of
this German's estate. There, prominently displayed on his lawn

wateh mes I was infuriated st the sight of these swastikas,

N

immediately t hreatened me with physical violence, and came at
gme with hls fists raised, shouting thet "ir, Brost put them i\

' RECOKDED & INDEXED ,"/0 (i X?[ — 2
‘ I immediately went into a : hhhor s )
called the local FBI.y I reported ':sz‘ma &"ﬁﬁ’%ﬁ@ﬁfﬁﬁ@@?i e
‘seemed highly amused, vaguely prom sgd t}y‘? Vsompbh jge wouldf ™
be done, perheps," and hung up on e’ (Ine ((é 1tally, gthirg SR
was ne§ done by this offices) I 1of#),Bherrwiuhbiar bs heme 5
in time to see Brost's son sourry orqs&}_’me'm_ :

3o

the swastikess - - 0 i\..-'\y»;»

-

Upon inquiry, I learmed that Brosﬁ?x’. “local distribu;bor.;;

for @rysler automobilos. I wrobe to Chrysler, infoming Ghem




LOR CALDWELL

“of the kind of man they employed, and they'aiswere'd me briefly b
‘that insofsr 88 th knew ho had & mrood ropuboatione”: That 1
s . Now I.em _'quiteﬁell-knoirm in Buffolo and hewe & large
" eirele of aoquaintancess 1 talked gbout this Brost freely - |
to many of them. ~They seamed concerned, and advised ‘me.to

call your loosl of fice, end when 1 told'gmm'bf.t}e' sndiffer=."
ence displayed, they were outragdde’ L e

: Wle moved into this W houses A week or two later L .
vegen to receive & number phone callse Onep
the most significant, wos from a woman h e marked German
acoente aid she e was interested in the snti-
Americen act £ told we that her husbend
had been & member o ‘ -Amcricen Bund, but had become’
terrified of their activities, end hed left.the Punde Among
the most prominent members of the Bund, but & gocret one, was
this Brost, she s‘ai_d.“ A day or two later A man called, and
said: "Find out whot males Brost so siterested in the air-

- porti" (Wle live quite olose to<thy locel pirport, by the W&sj
whore bombers and other aircraft are dai 1y flown to Cars.dian
portse :

Other calls were similar to thiss However, & very
prominent guffelonion to vhom I told my story promised to
smestigote. o recently told me et Brost hes 8 “yery bad
reputation” &s @& Wazi sympathizere. I will give you this '
geutleman‘s name npon sincere request.

Upon enother occasion, Brost's relative celled me

v, dirty dew." s I am of old scobeh-Presbyterian stock, the K
Jew part merely amused mee The™dirty' however, s got me :
good end damn madd On several other occasions Brost's rele-

tive has threatened injury to my little daughter, md now 1

em just plain verrified. o

It seoms ineredible to me 65 on Amcricen, ond &
descendent of & Seotohman who fopght ou the side of tle
Colonists in the fAmerican Revolubion, thet nothing cen 8p=
parently be done to inhibit the ectivities of anti-Americenss
1 know we must have "yaws." Bub must we allow saboteurs, N
po’cen’cial enemies, end wazi sympathizers ssbotage 8ll that weo
have done, and eXpose us to conguest bY that bestial nation,
Germeny? And must we conbtinue to live in terror of them,. =

because of the sndifference of local of fices?
’ ~ 1 am ready to assist you 8t any timee

this oage merits your immediate investigation,

Véry truly your s,

Mﬁ}%« i
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Dlrector
Federal Bureau of Investigatlon

Dear Sir:.

v

Reference is made to the Bureau's commmnication dated -
October 28, 1940 (Bureau file 00-836) s transmitting copies of the

complaint of Miss JANET TAYLO] ALDWELL, 129 Greenaway Road, Eggerts—
ville, NewYorke.

T Please be advised that immediately upon recelpt of - /// 7"'

this letter Special Agent (A) —was assigned to :mtemew

the complainant at her home, at which time MISS CALDWELL furnished in.
. .~ detail the information previously brought to the attention of this

) ‘ office by her on August 5, 1940 and subsequently by the Detroit F:Leld

.. % Division's letter of August 21, 1940. MISS CALDWELL did,, homever, - %

. ! rake some additional allegations against subject CHESTEE ST, al

of which appear to fall within the rumor category sinc

seemingly based on her thorough dislike for this J.ndlndual. .

Spec1al Agent SR has advised me that he was
amazed at the attitude taken by MISS CALIWELL in this matter. He
found that her charges "of the indifference and apparent lethargy
against the Buffalo Field Division in the handling of her complaint i
were based on our failure to conduct a sensational raid on the BROST
home. She also seemed disappointed that he was not tried and .
convicted in the Federal Court as a result of her complaint. - . ..
According to WNNMR ISS CALIWELL is an admirer of the Fasc:.st

. system of government which would deal sumanly with individuals -

. displaying Swastikas or otherwise indulging in activities subversive
to the existing form of government., Throughout her conversation with =~ &
this agent, MISS CALDWELL referred to BROST. and German Nazis as "beasts"
and in very emphatic tones stated that it was her firm opim.on it was™
time "to, drag these people out of their h%m and shoot them in the '
‘ streeta" . §m

'I ¢ o courdeocusly e/plaiﬂéd in
o this complalnant that the Bureau in conducting all’
. J.nvestigations is bound by the Federal laws and that t
/
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 Director, 11/8/40 .
Janet Teylor Caldwell

‘of complaint ch as hers would generally in no way be obvious to
the public at large, It was further impressed upon her that the . x
Buffalo Field Division was at all times eager to receive any complaint
or report of information regardless of its source in order that ve [
might determine the basis of any alleged subversive activity and that -
the absence of publicity in such investigations should in no way be ... -
interpreted as indifference. ‘ ‘ S S U

ea st . .

SN iis thot this complainant, for a good .
part of the interview, smoked cigarettes in chain fashion and appeared .,
very nervous and high strung. She is obviously accustomed to much™ . -
. atiention and was undoubtedly disappointed in not receiving some
o publicity in this instance, : a

.

During SN visit 1ISS CALINELL related an
incident that occurred when she visited the German Consul General in
New York City recently, in an effort to expedite receipt of royalties
.- due her from the sale of her books in Germsny., She stated that in the

course of the visit the Consul left the room and after being gone for
about fifteen minutes she decided to leave, only to discover that the ~.
. door was locked. She became frightened and frantic, but waited a : -
' few minutes and again tried the door, when suddenly it opened and the
Consul appeared on the other side of the door. She stoted she left
immediately, after accusing the Consul of locking her in, and threatened
to give the whole story to the newspapers. She relates having informed...
the Consul that her husband was a Department of Justice official and p
would have investigated had she not appeared on the outside in a few
minutes., She further stated that it was only because of her husband's .-
insistance that no fuss be made that she made no mention of the incident
to newspaper reporters. She told SENNNNW that she wondered if
: she should now give the story out, and also mentioned that she had .
N o thought of giving out the story about BROST and about mentioning the.-
: indifference of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. r.
¥ advises that as tactfully as possible he indicated that any stories "*
C s about investigations being conducted by the FBI would be harmful to'the:
Bureau's objects, with which he felt that she was in whole-hearted .
£, sympathy and support. She agreed not to violate

.

confidence, -

e

For the Bureau's information, MISS CALDWELL'S husband

iNMARCU,REBACK, an Inspector with the U. S. Immigration Service, -~
. In this dommection it will be noted that in complainant's communication
i . -of Octobdr 4, 1940, she refers to BROST'S relative calling her "a dirty
) Jew" and further relating that she is not Jewish but a descendant of 'a.

_,;‘l',.ev‘w_-ruws—www,.,;.mwﬁaiz;.:}.mﬁ‘kp’“. »
* . Al .
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‘ concerm.ng BROST. i

call to this Field Division on August 8, 1940, this call was handled

without question gave rise to complalnant's letter 'bo the Bureau ;

.observed no actlon a.gainst BROST.

SR

Durn.hg this interview with ” MISS. CALDVE

‘that; BROST R’ the

e VL B ;A

With upec:ui‘lc reference to MISS CALIWELL'S telephone '

by Special Agent who subsequently reported her complaint
for appropriate attention. 1In his memorandum, Special Agent
second paragraph reads: "“MRS, REBACK (MISS CALDWELL'S married name)?
advised that she was very upset over this situation and that she
desired something to be done about it immediately,% This attrbude,
plus the fact that BROST was not severely dealt with in public,

dated October 4, 1940. _ SR

concerning this telephonic contdact with an agent of this oi‘fa.ce and
she stated emphatically that he had not been discourteous, but that’
she had felt that he was simply indifferent because he probably thought
the call was coming from a “hysterical housewifet, She did not dwell

on the subject at all and gave St e impression that her:-
complaint conceming indifference was based on the fact that she

‘ : I believe that the foregoing is suff:.clent to absolve
Speclal Agent @l of any chargesof indifference or discourteousnesss
I may add that this agent while assigned to this office was always
a gentleman, patlent, obliging and very courteous to a.ll w:x.th whom
he had contact. ‘ R Mg

b
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7 Smoot for anything he did since leaving the FBI years ago,and as to -

*W

and again advised that we had made a check and that as he had been prevmusiy

P"He advised that he saw some references’in’
moot's "Newsletter, "' knowing Smoot was a former FBI Agent,” -
‘which referred to correspondence of Mys. Marcus Reback with Smoot
wherein Mrs. Reback alleges she has beeh persecuted for years by th
Internal Revenue Service and claims that she has advised the FBI of;
these matters and got a letter from Coleman Andrews last January":
* apologizing for the treatment she received at the hands of the Internal
Revenue Service. [l wondered if we would investigate shakedowns-r
and irregularities which Mrs. Reback claimed are back of the Internal
- Revenue péngecutions of her and as to whether any rehance could be ngen
to the references Smoot makes in his '"Newsletter. " ., R

I"/

Mrs. Reback was informed that the FBI, of course,” » would not

Alter checking the Bw eau files, —was recontacted

advised we could make no comment and that this matter had been handled b

. 20 554~
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mdlcahed explam this deletion.
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Deieted under éxemption(s) /A 7 c/ % 70

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You w1ll
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

/20 - fJé 3 /W&




‘Bui‘falo, N.Y,- -
Novem’oer 8, 1960

MENORANDUM FOR THE SPECIAL AGENT TN CHARGE{

RE: CHESTER BR)ST; |
JANET TAYLOR CALDWELL, Complainant..

ke

Ly

I’ollcw:mg the recent complaint of JANET TAYLOR CA.LDNELL o
(I"RS. IMARCUS REBACK), and her letter to the Bureauw, I talked with

SN PR e ey

and has prove be a dependable source of information to ‘bhis -
. office. Today advised that he had inquired into’ "
-7 complaints concerning CHESTER BROST and had learned that the whole /,7
matier centered around a conpl'u.nt originating from MRS, MARCUS REBACK.
.He had not been informed by me of %his incident. S NG_G_Y stated
that next to MR, BROST'S property, a new lawn had been started and
. }R53. REBACK had been in the habit of parkine directly in front of
this property and getting out on the property side of the car ‘and
consequently stepping on the newly seeded grass. BROST!S :rardener,
to stop this practice, and thinking RS, REBACK Jewish, made up, from
. a regular memorandum size sheet of paper, a sign on which he printed
"KELP OFF THE GRASS" and added a drawinz of a swastika. This, when
- 8een by MRS. REBACK precipitated the commotion which has previously -
been related, with MR35, REBACK and the gardener calling each other
names, etc,

added that the gardener had reported the |
incident immediately to MRS, BROST, who indignantly ordered the removal
of the sign, saying such a thing was un-American.







Federal Bureau ofaInvestiga.tion :
Washington, D, ,C. L :

Réfarenée is made to my letter dateg,November 8, 1940 con-
cerning a complaint made by MISS JANET TAYLO! ALDWELL (MRS. MARCUS
/ REBACK), 129 Greenaway Road, Eggertsvﬂle, New York, concerning a:
B : report she had made to this offipe ard to alleged pro-Naz .
¥ i aotivities on the part of one CHESZ;%’;SST.W.M“?; S :

. \Q/ ‘ . To- supplement the infomtion which was mmlshed in my ,
=T E _ " letter of reference concerning this incident to which MISS CALDNELL
3 refoerred in her letter to the Bureau dated October 4, 1540, I am.

"Chester Brost resides at ;\16 Greenway.. Road.wzggartsvilla,wmm '
New York and is president of Brost Motors, 1290 Main ;..
Streét, Buffelo, New York., This man has been in the ; F
automobile business for a number of years, formerly

operating a sales room in Depew, New York. He is an -
American citizen and bears a good reputation in the
communi ty end his loyalty to the United Statea is

questiomble. REOOR.I"'T“ £ o p" "3
"An investigation of” the incident oomplained of by :Mr Mrs,

. Marshal Reback of 129 Greenway Road, Eggertsville, S New .
i York which osourred on August 6th, 1940, from ¢ :

view with Mr. Brost disolosea the following.

 .at his home last summer. That the trouble started and
~.developed due to the fact that Mrs. Reback kept
on the newly sesded lawn of his home. Mr. Brost has as
,_g'ardener in his employ by the name of
.. This men is a cousin of his wife and has been in his Py
S ploy for ebout a year., The gardener warned Mrs. Reback
- 'on several occasions to keep off the lawn, He finally
" became 8o incensed at her that he made a swastile out '
of 8 piece of paper and put on the bottom of the swastika
Y *A.d. and placed this on the lawn adjoining the two homes.
A This evidently was the grounds for tha eomplaint sent ;

-



'Federal Burebu ‘of . Investigation_
Washington, D. C._ '

in by Mrs. Reback, apparentiy it was done ﬂﬂtout"any:
un~American motive and merely to prevent trespassing.

LT P PPN

"Mr, Brost stated that he was very sorry this 1ncident
ocourred and if Mrs. Reback had taken the time %o

. complain to him he would have reprimanded the

- gardener for placing the swastika on his lewn, .

"It would sppear that the indident complained of is |
of a trivial nature and as stated above Mr. Brost is
. ‘ o reputable citizen and in no way has any tendencies
that may be pro-Nazi or un~American and unless requested
by the F.B.I. no further investigation will be made.®

In view of the information concerning this entire incident
which has already been submitted to the Bureau, no further investi-
gation of this matter is being made &t the present ti.mo.

Very truly yours,

H. T. O'CofiNOR
" Special Agent in

e

ACS AN
65-1032

e

EReE L e SRR




spgee o

L S PO

oS

ar

AT
St

e b Mothers Club", which organization is not known to thipl

L

Director, A,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, S
Washington, D. C. - | T

Dear Sir: .

- Reference is made to previous correspondence concerning
, the above named individual, particularly letters to the Bureau from
: this office dated November 8, 1940, and February 5, 1941, concerning'
the handling by this office of a ‘tgport of allegedly subvers.we ' ‘
activities made by Mrs. REBACK, who writes under the pen name of "'*
- ' JANET TAYLOR CALDWELL, and resides at 129 Greenaway Road Eggertsnlle,

TS pters

P New York. T w‘:‘ e

s . Lo A ey

For the information of the Bureau, Hrs. REBACK” called at
the Buffalo Field Division on June 9, 1941, and in a considerably
agitasted manner complained about threats that she stated she had been :

~ receiving by mail and by telephone which she interpreted ‘as threats

against her life. RECORDED Q(: %ﬁ"& /aa 73 ;
) I\l~“'"“.‘g;.> ) '“‘5."; A
At the time of her call she exhibited an o Q&@bw ”"“'VFQTIGATIDI\

post card addressed to her recently, calling her an
classing her with Dorothy Thompson, Senator Claude Pe aﬁg ?}‘3"?%}4[,;
Hamlin, the latter individual being the head of the Ni g’ara ontier : by
% Defense Committee. The post card made other disparaging|jremauksTMENT OF JUSTC
N about Mrs. REBACK and her attitude, and ended up by upholuing Cnarles .
Lindbergh and his associates. The card was signed by

St -..........

. Several months ago, Mrs. REBACK had turned over to this'
office, through her husband, an inspector in the Immigration a.nd

and again calling her an undesirable Jew and making other remarks of
a similar nature. Mrs. REBACK went on to state that she had received®
‘several communications, but had tom them up. She also stated that she
had been receiving telephone calls, one of which she’ quoted as saying,
. "We didn't get you last time, but we'll get you this t:.me. It appears

| ﬂ She of course attributes these calls to a general conspiracy which she ¥
\ feels-is being built up against her, and again mentioned CHEST

b an

0ST,’
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" JANET TAYLOR CALDWELL; .
allas Mrs. Marcus Reback.

subaect of her original complaint and who is her’ neighbor
across the street.

. ThlS interview with Mrs. REBACK is be:.ng reported to the
Burean because of the fact that she has previously written to the *

Director, complaining about the apathy and indifference of the Buffalo
Field Division, and because of her attitude on this particular occasio
and her general nature it is believed that she may again criticize this:
office, either by writing to the Director or by malcing some publio :
statement. R

s ) . She was informed, of course, by Special Agent

. ) (A), with whom she talked, that this office was definitely interested in :
any violation over which we haveé Jurisdiction, and explained to her that-
" any communication, either by letter or telephone, which she received which
-was of a definitely threatening nature should be reported to this office,
- and that letters particularly should be preserved and turned over to us .
for appropriate attention. Mrs. REBACK stated that she was ‘hiring some-
private investigators to run this matter dovn, and requested the return’
of the post cards, which were given back to her inasmuch as they did not
at this time constitute a violation over which this Bureau does have o
Jurisdiction. She was informed, however, that any mail containing

obscene remarks or slanderous comments should be reported to the Post
Office authorities. B T AR

oA

" As was pointed out in previous letters referred to, Mrs,.: ‘

4 REBACK is a prominent writer and has published several books recently,
’ and she is of a very highly nervous and emotional character. She has’
also given several interviews to the local press in which she has - °

- advocated the immediate declaration of war by the United States agamst
S u Germany. Strangely enough, she admits that her books have been best -

5#‘.; sellers in Germany and have won very favorable reaction there, and she '
commented, of course, in her interview that she was quite friendly with
the German Consul in New York, with whom she has apparently had business?:
dealings in rega.rd to the transfer of royaltz.es due her from her books.

: No further action will be taken in this matter unless Mrs. .
REBACK does furnish to this office any infommtion indioating a violation
o over which the Bureau does have jurisdiction. L

4
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MRS, MARCUS REBACK
aka TAYLOR CALDWELL

called, They have received a lengthy report from Taylor Caldwell, the-
prominent authoress, who is violently anti-Communist, Her report reflects
she has called to the attention of the Bureau shakedowns and irregularities ;
in the Bureau of Internal Revenue and has also raised questions involving
the possibility of security breaches i Internal Revenue, reahzes
we would not investigate such 1rregu1ar1txes, but he was checking to see 1f ‘
we could give him any guidance as to the reliability of this authoress so-

- 'he can determine whether he should go to Buffalo to see her. I told him. we '

l were not in a position to make any comment and that we had checked and . ¥

this matter had been handled by the Treasury Department,. IR

.

.1’

cc: Mr, Boardman
Mr. Rosen!

LBN:MP




