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PAGE TWO TP §B~99 UNCLAS

INVESTIGATIOR. T

THE FEBRUARY lb, 1986, DISCUSSIOE TOUCHED ON THE NASA
i

INVEQIIGATION INTO CAPTIONED MATTER AND DNELLED EXTENSIVELY
Q

ON PQSSIBLE SABOTAGE THEORIES IE A "BRAIKSTOREIHG" SESSION

HHICH LASTED FOR OVER ONE AND ONE HALF HOURS. IT IS NOTED

THAT N0 THEORY COULD BE PUT FORTH FOR WHICH WE COULD FORHULATE

A FACTUAL BASIS.

FBI REPRESENTATIVES HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT JONES WANTED

TO APPRISE THE FBI OF NASA&#39;S PAST EFFORTS T0 ADDRESS POSSIBLE

SABOTAGE IN CAPTIOAED MATTER ARD CAIK AX FBI PERCEPTION OF

POSSIBLE SABOTAGE THEORIES REGARDING CAPTTONED MATTER.

TAMPA NAKT5 TO EKSURE HEADQUARTERS THAT THIS HAS HERELY

AK INFORHAL DISCUSSION REGARDING THEORIES ABOUT POSSIBLE

SABOTAGE. NEITHER TAHPA&#39;S NASA COUKTERPARTS NOR THE LOCAL

FBI REPRESENTATIVE HANDLING CAPTIONED MATTER CAN FIND ANY

FACTUAL BASIS AT THE PRESENT TIME FOR A SABOTAGE THEORY.

AFOREMEKTIONED FURNISHED T0 KEEP HEADQUARTERS APPRISED OF

OUR LOCAL LIAISON AND STATUS OF INVESTIGATION.
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SPACE SHUTTLE �CHALLENGER

On 3/3/B6 the Director told me of a telephone call he had
received requesting the FBI to provide Special Agents to assist the
Commission in its inquiry. The Director said that we may offer the
assistance of four Special Agents for not longer than 90 days and
requested me to call Peter Rostoven, Counsel to the Commission, at
telephone number 453-1405.

At 2:17 p.m. on 3/3/86, I called Peter Rostoven who told
me that Special Agents were needed to assist the Commission teams to
review evidence collected. He said that our Agents would not be
used for witness interviews because of the Commission&#39;s concern that
it not appear that a criminal investigation is being conducted. I
asked Mr. Rostoven to be more specific as to what duties our Agents
would be requestedfto perform. He said he did not know but that he
would request the Executive Director, Dr. Alton Keel, to call me to
describe their needs.

At 2:52 p.m. on March 3rd, Bill McGuiness at telephone
number 633-2268 called me and said that the Attorney General&#39;s
office had received a request from the President&#39;s Commission to
have FBI Agents assist in their investigation. Mr. McGuiness said
this matter was referred to him to handle in the Attorney General�s
office but that he was calling me to refer the matter directly to
the FBI and he would defer to the FBI for the decision. He did out
request that he be notified of any arrangements that might be madef

r.5 ,1-At 3:45 p.m. on March 3rd, I called the Administrative 9292___,/
Services Division and in the absence of Mr. Sharp instructed Tom
Hughes to begin making arrangements for the detailing of up to four
Agents for not more than 90 days to the Presidential Commission.  !
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Memorandum for The Director
RE: PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON THE T

-_ SPACE SHUTTLE "CHALLENGER" 1�

92.

§ At 10:37 a.m. on March 4th, Emily Trapnell, attorney,
PrQsident&#39;s Commission, 453-1405, located at Suite 760, Capital
Gallery Building, 600 Maryland Avenue, Southwest, Washington, D.C.,
called me and said that she had discussed the request for FBI Agent
assistance with Dr. A1 Keel, the Executive Director, and he had
requested her to coordinate arrangements with the FBI. She said she
formerly was the Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel at FAA and
that Peter Rostoven is handling the broad legal issues for the
Commission while she is handling the coordination or the investi-
gation. She said they presently have several military and FAA
investigators assigned to the four panels into which the Commission
was divided. She said they now have a need for special investiga-
tive expertise to �close some loops.� She said they need our Agents
to conduct one-on-one interviews that will he penetrating and that
will compare existing testimony with statements being given by
witnesses. She said that some of the people to be interviewed are
NASA employees but that some are contractor�type personnel. She
said it is very important that the Commission not appear to be
conducting a criminal investigation and they do not want to seem to
be looking for culgability in their interviews. She said they do
not want to intimi ate any of the witnesses. Rather, they would
like for those interviewed to be encouraged to come forward and
iurnish full in�ormetion and even suggest �what else we need to
think about.� She said for example that there is a critical
telephone conversation in which there had been 30 participants in
several locations. Ten of these persons have testified and the
Commission would like to have complete statements from all of them.
She said that their immediate need is to have two Special Agents by
the end of this week. There will be some travel involved in the
inquiries and she mentioned Utah, Huntsville, Alabama, and Florida
as places where interviews may need to be conducted.

Emily Trapnell said that their longer term needs for two
other Agents are to review certain records and letters where people
have voluntarily contributed information which may contain some
ev dence.

r She said that the persons selected should be able to put
=al§de their �FBI-person� and take on a �Commission-person" identity.

._;. _

I told Ms. Trapnell that I would make the appropriate
arrangements and return her call. ;.

I-M.
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Memorandum for The Director
RE: PRESIDENTIAL COHISSION ON THE To

p SPACE SHUTTLE �CHALLENGER� --
I _ &1.3;�? &#39; I
"% At 10:50 a.m. on March 4th, I discussed these matters with

Asiistant Director Sharp and requested him to �ake arrangments todesignate two Agents by the end of this week g o would be mature,
experienced in conducting sensitive interviews. and who would be
able to carry out this responsibility with discretion as requested
by the Commission. The Agents designated will report to Emily
Trapnell at the address given above. Emily Trapnell said that the
service of the investigators would be nonreimbursable as to the
salaries of the Agents but that NASA would pay all expenses of their
service.

I will keep you advised and upon completion of the
arrangements I will notify Bill McGuiness in the Attorney General&#39;s
office.
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spncz snuwwra �CHALLENGER�

The following information will serve as an update
concerning the assignment of four Special Agents to the Presi-
dential Commission on the Space Shuttle "Challenger."

I telephonically contacted Emily Trapnell, attorney,
Presidential Commission, on March 5, 1986, to further determine
their needs and the reporting dates for the Agents. �She indicated
she would need the two Agents who would be doing the interviewing
by March 7, 1986, and the other two Agents by March 17, 1986.

We thereafter identified two Agents each through the
Washington Field and the Baltimore Offices by fuinishing certain
f&#39;1"§+t=1"&#39;iA fnr Q91 tugs  �l_92�ger|&#39;|-n are-

hile the two?£!¬	5���-n7:band
BOD and
short on each

Agent s a this memo

I met with all four Agents and gave them a briefing �£9
on their assignment, expectations of their various roles, admin-istrative matters and that I would serve as their contact with £29
Headquarters until advised to the contrary. I then advised /n 1
Emily Trapnell of the identities of the four Agents and furnished/&#39;CZ7
upon her request their dates of birth, social security number,
gra vel and home telephone number. I identified SAs ; I
and as the Agents who would be doing the interviews an ~I<-
reporting on rch 7, 6, which they did. I further identifiedto her Slks�and� as the Agents who will report onMarch 17, 1 , and w o will be reviewingqircords and evidencT.c!

/

I advised Emily Trapnell I wdild serve as her contact
-with the FBI should any further contacts be necessary unless she

I advised to the contrary. She once again expressed the Com-
- lsion&#39;s gratitude for makin available to them the four Agents.
K , J � K:
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Memorandum E J . . Sharp to Mr. Mintz
RE: PRESIDENTIAL COMMI SSION ON THE

SPACE SHUTT &#39;LE CHALLENGER"
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ENTIOH: CID; LABORATORY DIVISION.

SHUTTL&#39; OIALLENFEE, INFORMATION cowcrnrrnc LAUNCH EXPLOSION,

KENKEDI SPACE CEhILR, FLORIDA, JANU§�Zi2§iyl§86; SABCTAGF, NASA ACT;
OOImTP.¥I&#39;

� I ., F �_ V/a�g_�
I. RE TP IELETYPE TO BUPEAU, J ALARY 28, 19F6.

g-.

5? M¢IKIAINlNG CLOSE LIAISON WITH NATIONAL AERONAUTICS

92 $3

sPAcE�XbH1NIsIsAT1ox  wasn�, KENNEDY SPACE CENTER  nsc!

IN CONTINUING SUPPORT ROLE TO NASA&#39;S BOARD OF INQUIRY. FBI

HAS BEEN QUERIED REGARDING FBI LABORATORY,5UPPOPT AVAILABLE

NASA BOARD OF INQUIRY, SPECIFICALLY REGARDING THE FXAMINATION OF

HUMAN REMAINS. TAMPA INITIATED TELEPHONIC

SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS SECTION, REGARDING THE INQU Y. §E
I . &#39; I 7

PURSUANT T0 A SEPARATE REQUEST BY THE&#39;NASA_INSPECTORE5E§!R1L&#39;. I E;________

1~@4%;Iq;§/ /�@»U

86 /&#39;   2 la:
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PACE TWO TP 98-99 UNCLAS J

OFFICE AT WASHINGTON, D.C., IN ADDITIOA TO TEE TAMPA INQUIRY, FBI

LABORATORY PERSONNEL APE TRAVELIFG TO THE NASA KSC FACILITY THIS

DATE TO COFFEE WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARMED FOPCFS INSTITUTE OF

PATHOLOGY WHO AR? ALSO ON THE SCEFE LOCALLY AND TO BE AVAILABLE FOR

A PRESENTATION TU THE NASA BOARD OF INQUIRY REGARDIUC EXAHINATIOF

SERVICES WPICH ARE AVAILABLE TO NASA IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR

OFFICIAL INQUIRY. SAC TALPA CONCURS WITH THAVEL OF LAB PEPSOKEEL.

FBI LIAISON AT KSC, FLORIDA, STHONCLY SUPPORTS A PRESENTATIOE

EY FBI LAB PERSOkHEL_BEFOi; TEL

SUCH A PRESENTATIOA, THE FORMAL REVIEW BOARD WOULD NOT FE AUAPE

SA BOARD OF IKQUIRY. VITHCET

OF THE MANY EXAMINATION TECFNIQUFS AVAILABLE, AND TEEIE FINAL

REPORT COULD CONCEIVABLY LEAVE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS UNANSWERED

REGARDING THE REAL CAUSE OF THE FAILUFE NHICF RESULTED IN CAPTIONED

TRAGEDY.

OFFICIAL NASA POSITION AT THIS POINT REPAIRS BASICALLY THAT

NASA WILL NOT SPECULATE ON THE EXACT CAUSE OF THE TRAGEDY.

HOWEVER, ACTUAL INQUIRY STILL CONCENTRATES ON MAJOR MALFUNCTION,
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10 DIRECTOR ROUTINE

CLEVELAND  98-2l80!�NFO! ROUTINE

at

UNCLAS

-._
ATTENTION: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, FBIHQ; LABORATORY

_n1v1s:ox, rnxaq.
&#39; E
�trace SHUTTLE CHALLENGER 1 F

� &#39; u ,, -L

_ , N ORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION,

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA, JANUARY 28, 1986; SABOTAGE; NASA ACT;

OO: TAMPA.

RE CLEVELAND TELETYPES TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 30, 1986, AND

FEBRUARY 3, 1956.

wAs INTERVIEUED TELEPHONICALLY on was
EVENING OF FEBRUARY

WITH

IN ESSENCE

_,,--1 f"&#39;�3"-PAIIIE I

ll, 1936, WHEN HE RETURNED A CALL EFT EARLIER _ _
.* " I #/7£~*b// //M »~A

mm-rxoman HE RECALLED snnxc so:-xtrnlracfi�ii--II�-"&#39;T-I.
an mm 15 was

___..-- ._ ; _ Aw" Mt.  J -&#39;~_&#39;r=:a1> --�
" _ 92&#39;92 - &#39;, �_ . -I I
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PAGE TWO TP 98-99 �UNCLAS

FRIENDS IN CLEVELAND ABOUT HIS CONCERN FOR SAFETY AT KENNEDY SPACE
4-.

CENTER, AND HIS PERSONAL OPINION THAT A TRAGEDY COULD OCCUR. 5

HE EXP§:NED HE WAS NEVER COMFORTABLE WORKING AROUND THE FUEL.CELL$
1

FOR THEfSOLID ROCKET BOOSTERS, AND HE WAS CONCERNED THAT ONE OF THE
I .

CELLS MIGHT IGNITE AND MELT DOWN THE VERTICAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING-

AND HE NOTED HE NEVER OBSERVED OR OTHERWISE BECAME AWARE OF ANY
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Re Louisville teletype to Bureau, 2/18/86.

-g On 3/4/86,  , Criminal InvestigationsDetachment  CID!, Fort amp e , Kentucky, advised he has �
J received a reply from its CID Office in Giessen, Germany, and

no record was found regardingmaking notification of its r
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MOONEY:stated that
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GESPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER, }NFORMATION
CONC§§NING,LAQNQH ;xPgos1gnj_"
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Re TP teletype to Bu, 2/13/86.

Enclosed for the Bureau and Tampa are two copies each of
NASA memorandum and a sketch with notes on opposite side.

On February 27, 1986, original of enclosed sketch and an
investigative memorandum regarding details of origination of this
sketch were obtained from ROBERT MOONEY, Security Specialist,
JOHNSON SPACE CE�TER, Clear Lake, Texas. &#39;

0 gave im e -*
sketch and was interviewed by him on the details has been alerte 1/
to contact his office, if she should again observe any of the _
four individuals she saw on February 20, 1986. L/�

�wh 11&#39; rh 9

Houston will maintain contact with NASA Security and
�follow any further developments in this matter. Houston is
opening a 199 investigation gm;;he unknown subjects observed by

qqu�ghll §1§UT�.
Y &#39; k f �//EL B au  Encs.ll!
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ASPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER, INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION, &#39;--&#39;/
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA, JANUARY 28, 1986; SABOTAGE; NASA

AC1�; OO; TAMPA .

_"" THIS IS AN UPDATE OF THE ETATUS IN CA &#39; "Z =

�QINFORPLATION OF FBI?-IQ. Q�O 4 ;../  I / //�/; X
""&#39; T v NTE:-92V ETNED A1--J -10.5 1.-.». ED AFB I &#39; 1 &#39; 1N

-�/�Emu:-2 6, 1986. _ACKNOWLEDGED THAT as ms IDEINTICAL �IO THE"
&#39; was more 1&#39;:-12 LETTER &#39;r:>� AND HE rumusazn T1-12"� �&#39;""��� O__ ___ ___ _ _ - In JUL  mg 5rouomuc ccmzms R:.L-AHDING ":1-1; LEJER: "&#39;

V _THE LETTER WAS WRITTEN PRIMARILY AD A JOKE. THE REFERENCE TO
"BLUEPHINTS T0 NASA" HA5 A REFERENCE TO SOME OLD BLUEPRINTS THAT
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-1- -1- - _EOUND, DESCRIPTION AND DISPOS.ION SE. OUL BELOW, THE
REFERENCE TO A GOLE MINE WAS A JOKING REFERENCE TO AN ACTUAL GOLD

MINE IN SOUTH AMERICA,   HAD
BEEN INVOLVED IN SOME MONEY VENTURES IN SOUTH AMERICA AND HAD DIS-

cusssn smr: mm-1 �AND IT was �:1-mouc:-1 THESE nxscussxoua THAT
_ sow �rm: IDEA or com mmnc IN scum AMERICA. �ms nzrsnsncs

to  was A REFERENCE TO A FORMER ARMY BUDDY _
. _ . .

�, AND was owcz AGAIN mzurzonzn IN mssms AS A .:o1<.1-:.

nunmc "rm: INTERVIEW, - TURNED ovsa ssvsam. mass or 01.0 map. Q]
BLUEPRINT3 CONCERNING CONSTRUCTION AT THE LOCAL NASA CENTER AND I-IE

MENTIONED THAT HE FOUND THESE IN A JUNKYARD

E" �!
�AD °�s°**"°"=° "ESE

BLUEPRENTE. 2440- 129&#39;: THEM FOR nmsona UNKNOWN. �rm-: BLUEPRINTS
was: runusn ovsn TO was rs: AND_SUBSEQUENTLY RETURNED TO NASA szcunzrv

AT xsnusnv space csnrsa, rnonxna, wnzas racy wens zxanxnzn AND rounn

TO as NONSENSITIVE, nouwxus constaucrxou BLUEPRINTS waxcn wens ROUTINELY

smut TO any contnactons wao axvnzsssn A nssznn IN MAKING A sxn on A

SPECIFIC conmncr wmc:-1 was ADVERTISED av was LOCAL NASA FACILITY.

men ngnnnzn was anuavnmrs I-�OR msposrrxon. -I5 no": consznzmr-:0

�-5.�
E
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- A TQBQET IO NASA OR A FACTOR IN CAPTIONED TRAGEDY. -

c:.A1Rv&#39;pYAm D I* I u

BASED ow THE FACT THAI rs: INFORMATION runnszsszs
92

mcuw � I
_ANo IN VIEW or THE FACT THAT - INFORMATION wAS

SPECIFIC REGARDING THE LOCAL ADDRESS OF THOSE SHE CLAIMED TO BE THE

LOCAL CONSPIRATORS, TAMPA CONDUCTED SOME LIMITED INVESTIGATION SO

THAT THE BUREAU WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO RESPOND SHOULD ANY FOLLOW-

THE EXACT LOCATION SPECIFIED on THE TOFOGRAPHICAL MAP FURNIEHED  £9
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I 92,6»/fllilliam gmors,  &1 the Coalission, oalled
to expresi&#39;his thanks and apprec ation for the services of
our tour Special Agents who wore detailed to the Coanission.
Io remarked that they were ezooptiooally tins individuals,
did a thorough and inagiaativo job, performed yeolah service,
were tremendously good for morale for the other stat! aonbara
and the aonhers of the Conission, and that he was deeply appreciative
tor all that they had done. I would appreciate it if you would
oomnunicats the substance of this telephone conversation to
the detail through Mr. Caro.

William H. lobster
Director
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Chairman { ,_ Lwne mo,?qpsidential Commission on the 5g¢* ,ge �tpl &#39;

Space Shuttle Challenger Accident R¢9� 6*� 1fF&#39;Suite 760 &#39; y¬{ QT� &#39; �F
inn u,....,-.1...-..a n .... ..... 0 u a1�929&#39;J 4-l_K"�|_/ -UUU I11! JLG-UH �U&#39;¢IlUB| Dole ahll" !|Washington, n.c. 200214 §,-13¢ ,,92¬92>°92 ,!*~ S
Attention Mr. John Chase

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed summary of FBI investigations into the �_;;¢-1
Challenger accident is being provided to your commission at they l J /�

/ 3 //" I
&#39; / I

request of Hr. Patrick J. Haley.

The FBI does not have any reliable information uh
would reasonably indicate that sabotage was the cause of the space
shuttle Challenger explosion.

The overall FBI investigation of the Challenger explosion
is being coordinated by our Tampa Office. The Tampa Office has
maintained a close liaison with the NASA Mishap Investigation Board
through the NASA Security Office.

If the FBI can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to call upon me.

Sincerely yours, 62:;I  /» »&#39;_&#39;/
IVFJ Stanley Klein, Chief
,1 Terrorism Section
I Criminal Investigative Division

illnnncnunnuuii� �
�.�h Enclosure
not-.:_ ll MAY 12 1936
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Chairman

Presidential Commission on
Space Shuttle Challenger

the

Accident _

This communication is in response to a note from Patrick
- ii�ik, Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger

lo�ident, to Terrorism Section Chief Stanley Klein, requesting a
summary of the FBI&#39;s investigation into the Challenger accident.
John Chase, a staff investigator for the Commission, advised the
Terrorism Section that the
Commission&#39;s final report.

FBI summary would be used in the

- 3 - t
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h-s. SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,
Xi� sun-rnn �n���hnvf�� I� arnn-nu awn"" IILLUII UURUDHHLRU HBUNUII ELI

xsnnsor srncn csrrrsn, FLORID
3 JANUARY 28, 1986

The Federal Bureau of Investigation  FBI! has conducted
numerous investigations regarding information received, subsequent
to the shuttle Challenger explosion, concerning possible sabotage
of the space craft. These investigations are synopsized as
follows:

On January 27, 1986, an anonymous caller made a telephone
call to Channel 7 News, a CBS-TV affiliate, Boston, Massachusetts,
and stated "some horrible, horrible things were going to happen
tomorrow, at least five people are going to be killed." The caller
indicated he was one of a group of three that was going to sabotage
NASA. The caller further indicated that if the shuttle did blow up
he would recontact the news station. On January 28, 1986, at
approximately 3:25 p.m. the anonymous caller made a telephone call
to Channel 7 News and advised that he intended to make a telephone
call to the Governor at 5:OO p.m. During a briefing of Agents in
the Boston Office of the FBI, it was recalled that in September,
1985,,a "walk in" complainant, of questionable mental capacity, had
indicated he had been responsible for the delay of rrevious shuttle
flights, plane crashes, and other catas1
determined that the complainant&#39;s name was
The anonymous caller made a telephone call
residence at 5:00 p.m. as reviously indica , and gave e nameof a restaurant where *was to meet him. FBI Agents and

1 lice proceeded to the restaurant where they identified
rlfriend who was waitin at the restaurant to take-to meet with as interviewed and he admitted

the telephone ca s to h News. A local arrestwarrant was issued and as arrested and
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SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,
INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION,
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA _
JANUARY 23, 1986 To

,- _ -.

éigiearned of a letter sent byT in whicii-_ stated he ts to NASA
an would do a Job on them. Bo

ewed

assigned to the same unit in
a wGermany t hich time- was

sent ba .-received two
letters h P +h Hi

of the let
his

felt that
-ecause e- �ne ecr--n= J

did not sound stable.
provided the the firs letter in whic
states, "My friend has a gold mine me. i! tell um o wr e
I want them to go on leave and don&#39;t never come back. I am on a
secre mission  I&#39;ve got the blue rints to "NASA" I&#39;ve got in touchwith? he&#39;s coming to help." # was located and interviewed
by th FBI. He stated the letter n question was primarily a joke.
The reference to "blueprints to NASA" w me old

- ¥&#39;°""d.
*�TH¬ blueprints�E6�EEFH¬d�construction at a�I66ar-&#39;gave the FBI the blueprints and they were Q!

subsequently re urned to NASA Security at Kennedy Space Center.The blueprints were examined by NASA and found to be nonsensitive, I
routine construction blueprints which were routinely sent to
contractors who were bidding on a contract. No further FBI  
investigation was conducted in this matter

ved information
Connecticut, that

made a statement

the Orbital Display Unit  ODUJ
i� an env ronmen

could capture the failures." Inves igati
determined that the ODU, a system placed in each

provide the commander and eopilot with flight

HES

On January 29, 1986, the FBI

I

uttle
information and to inform them of any malfunction so th t may
llelborted if necessary, is environmentally tested  AF was interviewed regarding his alleged statement a&#39;nd "
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é
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SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,
INFORHATION CONCERNING LRUNCH EXPLOSION, _
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA

~JlNUlRY 28, 1935 -

I

tamperiproof seals are placed on the ODU prior to being sent to the
environmental laboratory for testing. Examination of the seals
determined that tampering with the ODU once it left the production
area aeuld be noticed immediately because cf the placement cf the
seals. No further investigation was conducted in this matter.

On January 30, 1986, fice in Cleveland, Ohio,
was telephonically contacted by who t on
October 18, 1985, he had a cas co
former NASA at Cape Canav

During their conversa
cra propu s on s tem solid fuel booster rockets, described
the working conditions at NASA in Florida as "bad," generated /7!
pressures on the NASA staff. stated t f ��hat isomething went wrong with t  it was in the air, NASA Qcould destroy it, and it&#39;s oin to happen in the near future.  related tithes someone at NASA in Florida hada be a ude, but was smart with computers.Qdidn&#39;t
elaborate on this statement. Q wa&#39;s interviewe by the FBI and
he stated he recalled saying some hing to friends in Cleveland
about his concern for safety at Kennedy Space Center, and his
personal opinion that a tragedy could occur. He explained he was
never comfortable working around the fuel eeiis for the solid
rocket boosters, and he was concerned that one of the cells might
ignite and melt down the Vertical Assembly Building.p was
never aware of any specific violations, shortcuts, neg igence, or
misconduct by NASA employe He stated that type of conduct wouldnot? ave been toleratembdid not have any information

rding sabotage or potential sabotage at NASA. No further FBI
in tigation is being conducted regarding this natter.:

BI received information regarding reports??? tee
psychics who reported the shuttle exploded because of sabotage.

-3-



L C�
L r

SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,
INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION,
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One: of these psychic reports was specific enough to allow for
lilited FBI investigation, which met with negative results.

On January 31, 1936, the FBI
Santa Ana, California, was advised b that
he believes the Challenger exploded due o s e n c by
laser beams fired from either Cuba or an aircraft.
stated that a review of film footage of the explosion revea e
brown puffs of smoke coming from the space shuttle Just prior to [Z!
the explosion. He stated leaks om the fuel tanks would produce f"white smoke, not brown smoke. bstated that the brown A7!
smoke would be produced each time the craft took a "hit" by the
laser beam, and the explosion occ Ag?!

trated the

r
eer wh

S61"
ry is p usible, but not pro
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FORHS.TEXT ans 1 nocunsur I} "&#39; ;
INBOX.18  #4343! I I

I - A-i��éi
"7&#39;1;�_EX&#39;l� : _,

h 2 99:4 16122362 f_&#39;__"_&#39;
&#39;1 &#39; "52 -
P &#39;HQ LA n

6.:-: TP _ q/  I _.

TO_DIRECTOR PRIORITY &#39;w

LOS ANGELES PRIORITY

ET &#39;71 &#39;;92&#39;T__
:-._-;-%f,.:;I&#39;  I;  1&#39;?-" "1".-�J1 ~__1-,m J A .m~.<- ¢
;_�.___-:2�-� �  .4 mUNCLAS 1.».-.  ~ " �M6

spncg SHQTTLE QHALLBNGEB, INFORMATION conczauxnc LAuuqp_§§gLos1ou,

__5;un§QY SPACE c2urER,_§5oR1g§;g§NuARy726, 1986; SABOTAGE; uasa

_I

ACT; oo: TAMPA &#39; &#39;

./T
AS LOS ANGELES IS AWARE, TAMPA HAS BEEN UTILIZING CAPTIONE �

INVESTIGATION AS A VEHICLE TO ASSIST NASA IN THE INVESTIGATI N -

REGARDING CAPTIDNED ACCIDENT, AND TAMPA WAS IN THE PROCESS DZ! Inf}
f .

RECDHHENDING THIS HATTER BE CLOSED TO FBIHQ WHEN WE RECEIVED ONE I

ADDITIONAL REQUEST THROUGH NASA&#39;S KENNEDY SPACE CENTER ON J NEjié
1966. �R53   ""

THE LOCAL KENNEDY SPACE CENTER RECEIVED A LETTER FRQM Hm
1-¢;�___,-_-_.,-J

CALIPPRNIA RE A CLASSIFIED AD WHICH APPEARED IN THE LOS ANGELES i

Tl�lii JUNE 1, 1996 ISSUE, CLASSIFIED SECTION, PAGE Z. THIS

2

<9
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CLASSIFIED AD OFFERS SPACE SHUTTLE ERAGMENTS FOR SALE AND THE ADVER-

TISEMENT READS AS FOLLOWS:

BELIEVED TO BE ALL THAT&#39;S LEFT FROM TRAGIC CHALLENGER DISASTER

RECOVERED FROM OCEAN FLOOR AND THE IMMEDIATE AREA OF EXPLOSION.

FRAGMENTS SOLD SEPARATELY OR BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED. ALL TESTED NON-

TOXIC, NON-RADIOACTIVE. FOR INFORMATION, WRI1Brk HOUSE OF HISTORY,
P.O. nox_3asg3! gos zmcsuzs, ca -gage-0623.

-[7

TAMPA&#39;S IMMEDIATE IMPRESSION IS THAT THIS IS PROBABLY NOTHING

MORE THAN A SCHEME BY THROUGH WHICH SOME INDIVIDUAL HOPES TO REAP

A HANDSOME PROFIT BY SELLING BITS AND PIECES OF MATERIAL WHICH IN

ALL LIKELIHOOD IS NOT IDENTIFIABLE WITH ANY OF THE MISSING FRAGMENTS

FROM THE SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER. LOS ANGELES IS BEING REQUESTED

TO COORDINATE AN INQUIRY THROUGH THE POSTAL INSPECTOR&#39;S OFFICE FOR

LOS ANGELES IN AN ATTEMPT TO TRACE THE PROPRIETORS OF THE HOUSE OF

HISTORY AND THEREAFTER, ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE ITEMS ARE

IDENTIFIABLE WITH THE CHALLENGER AND THE MANNER THROUGH WHICH THESE

ITEMS WERE

TAMPA

gr n1Lv1cn- -n,."-_

OBTAINED.

NOTES THAT NASA&#39;S LEGAL COUNSEL RENDERED AN INTERPRETATION

RULES HHICH ESTASLISHES ANY SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER

PRAG$ENTS AS GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND THE PROPRIETORS FOR THE HOUSE
i i-

?-
6--
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OF HISTORY SHOULD BE APPRISED OF SAME. TAMPA NOTES THAT THIS IS A
GREY LEGAL AREA AT PRESENT, BUT SHOULD ANY ITEMS BE LOCATED WHICH

APPEAR TO BE IDENTIFIABLE WITH THE CHALLENGER AND RESISTANCE IS

EHCOUNTERED FROM THE PROPRIETORS OF THE HOUSE OF HISTORY IN THE

RETRIEVAL OF SAME, TAMPA AND FBIHQ SHOULD BE NOTIFIED PROHPTLY SO THAT

A RESOLUTION OF ANY QUESTIONS CAN BE PROMPTLY OBTAINED. �

QQII!-92--Ilqn-on-92 -A 4-1-A-�..1.¢_._ -.__ -._________ _._ _ ____ __ __
nqunawnu TU cuuuulua� AN INQUIRY IN LINE WITH

ABOVE AND FURNISH APPLICABLE DETAILS T0 FBIHQ AND TAMPA.

ET

1*
I
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J - I " I
-D -;-¥QO FBI SAN ANTONIO {&#39;16-&#39;-I55} ROUTINE 1

- Q Q5 92

&#39;Pi¥a1 TAMPA {Ha-1&1 {ORA-C} {INFO} ROUTINE 4 f~* ALL IXFCEMATION CONTAINED Akc�/!=i?T 522215 IS U§5LA35IFIED . 1/Gg"Ci.i§ E F� T O B&#39;A.;E":" . _�B!";¢l£j6aH/ pf�i i
:T_;*sP5cc mm: cHALLEu@ERT¥@5@§nA1m  I - ;

§£xPLosIoN.¬¥£uuEnvsPA§E �5155, £LORI£A_- qgugggv ea. 1155; 5&#39;5
:;LSABOTAGE§ unsn ACT; oo= TAHPA

Lv RE saw ANTONIO TELETYPE TO auncnu. APRIL 5. 1waa~ i
P

=_CAPTIONED APOLLO HISSION EXPLOSION; POSSIBLE SABOTAGE- ; I

REFERENCED SAN ANTONIO TELETYPE1 UHICH HAS RELAYED TO .&#39;

&#39;_HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SABOTAGE OF THE APOLLO ROCKET
4:_FIFTEEN YEARS AGO1 AND POSSIBLE SABOTAGE OF THE SHUTTLE  _,»--__

HALLENGER. / _. - I ..

1 �-
[IAL COFIHISSION ON Tl-lE__SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENK

i
I
I~ FOR INFORMATION OF SAN ANTONIO-. THE REPORT OF Tf-IE I

no ~01 TYPE MESSAGE snow mrs um 7
192°P-=3 [DQTAFTE5 31&#39; on; z�:�:�|:3;I-A T ��&#39; T51;   """"5

�_r &#39;
� � __l 1{am   H A   &#39;""

4 " gd�-995�  Q JUL 2
- cuss FILE 92 _____.3

Q---"��.

� Fé ==Ess:.a&#39;5:&#39; ?;<=k°1�5» §&#39;§<~»v?- "?~=1*�1,°"
g �i W  Q 1001/3� �-*-"I �.-_ , Aj __ 0,950 i JULH B86 5

I f
DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP rs no;
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ACCIDENT� ISSUED JUNE Ba Iq�ha STATES THAT THE SHUTTLE,

*CHALLENGER ACCIDENT HAS CAUSED BY A FAILURE IN THE JOINT BETWEEN

-3

i-I
� THE THO LOWER sccncurs OF THE RIGHT SOLID ROCKET MOTOR. FBI

"INVESTIGATION HAS NOT DISCLOSED SABOTAGE AS A REASON FOR THE

CHALLENGER ACCIDENT- &#39;

sm ANTONIO sr-|ou|_1> INTERVIEW �AND OBTAIN DETAILS 0F�1Z!@!
HIS ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING SABOTAGE OF THE APOLLO ROCKET {L5

YEARS AGO} AND THE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER.

E-.

BT

I

$-
@-
-{L
?



1� 2" -

.1�
I
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I/Li� , J 1/36/as
, .-i Director, FBI ,i.. .-E /1

� SAC, Tampa  98-99!

égevacn SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,
IHFGHHATION QQ�Q§§§I�i"Li��§g
xsnnsnx space CENIEBJ-FLORIDA, ,
JANUARY 28,_1g§§; ���" ,1,»-
snsoracs; nnsn ACT "�
00: TAMPA

86 Re Cincinnati teletype to the Bureau and Tampa; May 9,
19.

Enclosed for Tam a is a tape recording concerning amessage fmm  a copy of a transcrip the
recording, and cop es o s x documents relating to

For information of Iampa- the enclosures were received at
FBIHQ on May 8, 1936, from SA a Washington FieldAgent temporarily assigned t  Commission _
investigating the Shuttle Challenger accident.

Referenced Cincinnati telet" closes Cincinnati f�92

investigation conducted ooncernin¥te1call  recorded! to W�the NASA Office of Inspector Genera on Hay 2, 1986.
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Pagelsl withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemptionlsl _ _ o __ . _ with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

lnformation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated &#39; Jith another Government agency�es!. These documents were referred t0 that
agency�es! for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agencylies!. You will be advised by the FBI as
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Pageisl withheld for the following reason s!:

For your information: _, ____ _ _ _ _ _ i _ _

_ _...:_._ _.___l...-._ :.r. 1.. 1,.� ..,.....l 1&#39;..- _..$�.-._........,. _......._.J:___ n____ ....__ _.Wlilg llL|,lllUUl lb LU LK2 UUU lUl. LUIUIUIILU lUg�.lUl.Hg HIUSU p�gl-J3;- I  5/.:JQ

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



f

--B-s _

,_,_ . _ .._ _ ...__-______.._.�._______.._.-. - .,.._._. __.._,_,__ .._i._ . . ,s.._._ ._ . ... _ _

,.. i:.

FD-as  Rev. I-I6-82!          .   U  .4.

-1:

74*.1
M,-
El-:1

&#39;¢ rnmsmr vm ..
El me _&#39;  &#39; 92 i
U Facsimile  his 3 -1;_ 5 -h frlorlty
E Anmu_H;-:i

_ _.__  __  ,  _ _._.�.w_  �I k.,__4_, _.__ _ WT? A  T ___ ._.___,&#39;.,r_I:__ . ...._._ _   Tl�l� ,1. T
J» In -_ �_ � _ _   .__ T  .,.__  4 &#39;=.   M=.u..a_ .= 92i=,--&#39;-~"~1--==»-.  . *_.-.. .- 92 2- e ,  . .A .- 7 . , V {up . -. .- 92&#39;F92 - ..-

,,N{=mm$mmmnm;§.  8 ,&#39;l.�0P SECRET-  ;ii�;�e...I
"&#39;i&#39;;=�"~>*  ;.sECRET -.-.1? ;i_&#39;¢..";e:"Q"�:� T

F%e§�£humnmNmm"a
 »- --=_uNcLAs 1: F fr 0 &#39;

PRECEDENCE:
Immediate

Routine -
&#39; " "&#39; .&#39;.. .

,.. - &#39;

&#39; ,. ._&#39; . .  &#39;.i._..,~ 1;-iii.-"&#39;.&#39;__,i.._a_�__." . &#39; 1:2.-.1, .  ...,_.,,, _. ,. .  N �.___.,,_:.- �.21 _ &#39;i._ *__»;_.,_-_.j�E". T ~_ -e _;,=¢-l-.&#39;.--a-.-1;,
-;.-5 7 ;.+i?.- ..1_  1  �~ 2. ._ i      =1&#39;.,.&#39;-.-
 _ :.. ,.,&#39; ea;�»=-.--_--_~-*w.- - �ti� UL . .-- 5-. �.

.,.

A 4,.
-_- M Based on information turniahed in

_Los Angeles established liaison with
&#39; POSTAL INSPECTORS OFFICE, Pasadena,

P O BO 30623 Ins An eles, California. . " gmo resides at
Cal o a. &#39;

= . &#39;�-further advised that he had interviewedug this matter and  everhaving Egxessed parts of the space shuttl . e s advised to
discont use of the__P.O. BOX and also advised of th
laws as applicable to mail fraud. =

.33». _ ;,.�__¢.._,
Q=&#39;,.&#39;..._ .f-.&#39;...&#39;;.:.,_&#39;7�7@m.

1 ..�.....-  . _. , .___1._ .; s _._.a.&#39;.=;:e::..&#39; . .-.,.. - -  "7&#39; &#39;qv��n 92. _,_..~__ ._. ,-...,,,-._-..,_--;-~
F- To _ &#39;2&#39;:  FBI ..     _.Q &#39;- Q  &#39;., .. .

mo:-1  ms mamas  9s722_1o!_  rr-1!  RUC!  43-1� age
CT: SPACE - -

TIC *&#39;92*_"1*1 I G IAIJNCI-I e
O I, _ . .....~: r"sxpmsx N --5 , &#39;-"  �?&#39;"+&#39; " &#39; .  vl

~ II&#39;IlI?¢ -- 28 867 BABOTAGEF NASA AC1�:    "
W�s�mm gs ,a.;g;;a ;g$;;gn;a

~W" �P"%W@Y@Ii?%%�aj$YA��@%%
.. 921- V--_ _.- - 1 7- --- _- �-*1-we" � » 1-- �,7_ _ __ _ , . . .._.. ., __._,§.,_ ._-._,_... I .,, 4, #0:�h i ?:@z¢14@¢@ Tampa teletypeito Bureau,

was iewedby

was extremely

E.� 7 12   .� ix T

::_.. .  .  .  ..-_-_- :.. ., _� =_,._-, ,_;_,_-;,-,.�,-,.;::_.-,;,_: .,_,..=-_... ;,~_ . ;.,,,_.. ,, , ...._ , i .., - <-»-9--->4-......._.q;» V   - -

¢--- - -&#39;

4; ._._ �_ , _- I-l92l_§.k92� ed A7�-% _&#39;

e tederal

s

&#39; Ll r--nr -.._�__

~92

advised
by



..
4 -4 "

,L
�-
if

§
the ad
~!IOu1d-beattort tiara

Ihuttla
era].

he could
Occurred

undergo
amataurtrealura
which hadbaen

lnci��

£ thattila
__ &:_:;10a§ed_?&#39;r1or to new

"Scars and Barks
1- kw---92 -,1"

- , .:-.-:* -1-; _ *;_;_*�- ,.q_r&#39; &#39;1 -P111  �; �1-E"¥=�-
---%:;---r- -��"-"..-:1-:_ _ - -A: ~:
�~"&#39;§&#39;~���1�*�f~£i-�ii &#39; + _ &#39; .:

�~17ah1c10 __~ -J
� J "�.l�_T~;i_

1- , Q-5&#39; �- q--~~-|-

�,7.7&#39;3"-1&#39; 5-_
._1_

would Qlt

dwidg gdmt his h pho numberwhon ne&#39; later Wm ads�ad h1.n�&#39;I:hat



= s
It

-»

�_

92__.._..

T

£~
�m. :_ _ &#39;.,.-.

�- l. . .92-1
, ._ ..

;»  ¬:-nlifornia
-*TLice:nse 11:�

l~   _"_,,v_.;_  n. _.j_;_,;�- =1

H &#39;." 3"-_"&#39;2,&#39;&&#39;3�i."£�£¢,__

- formation
i".:..1"nisha si..,,.

14-.

~ &#39; *~:r&#39;*...* &#39;

_ -. �-2

:- &#39;1_a~;Ay.~;» &#39; ¢.&#39;_*1-*;: .

0!:

_»c=-ininsl =d �-

T-A  93-221}    _    _V _ _ do 1
-___~ -  --  »-,=.-,-.-f;1§i-- -1-4*»~;le=-V;-=;»;§.&#39;-=?¥g:15§_i?L* "1";I:s&#39;:_*.-.,  &#39;�.=i»:=&#39;:s.~;*".=":-5:-.sssslz:>1. .51.... 92. ; 1.. -q- &#39;92>~ 1-"_� _ _ 5. r� �n.

B�:-iveris

1_4&#39;92&#39;=&#39;-&#39;-&#39;_"T:__ &#39;13�. _-~-�= !�F.!�n"i�&#39;$"!92:

_, _  w--1 ____,__ , ..,. .. "3 .f�h&#39; _§&#39;1§.&#39; �H  5&#39;51. � _l       --Q 1 W� _ T.
. �92l�I-II"-xi ~ � -&#39; W» -»92 ���- ----.., -- .�..l.w-V  Ie~_J- _,. 1.4,-.».< . . ., ~--u-�-. . gm� >_ ,. l .4lh w

..  ..,_,,_..,. ,  ,_._ __  . _ "�_&#39;_-..-_q5,-  1- �__1";&#39;~,»  . ..�__.- .1:-_:i._V ;_:_
_ ~,._.� £;I;2=_&#39;:-_:ls, J  ...- .:.:,=�-3-�3.."&#39;.&#39;_ 4&#39;23.--3&#39;-5-,-�   :�.$T&#39;E:&#39;7..:7._&#39;.:;:.. .12..-._-... s.V A.7  ..-�-.1 &#39;_�Y�J&#39; H    -�-1= 1-1.�-.;;~z-�aaa:�=�-is-&#39;> 92w

&#39;~ -Bill.�-1 _...,-,._ V.

&#39;
;-..-.=.&#39;.:,=;-,;~£3é&#39;§=-.&#39; »7.P -$51.. ll

_ 4f>r.-...,_-- .34. _:,.. 92- ,z..;L_. 92 1-V; �*5   _&#39;  ... :.,&#39;.
1* .- _92_-u ...- .92 &#39;
1->.~;f11i-i  &#39;

,92- &#39; :9�-&#39; ,�."1v..".&#39;-�W�. ,_~ .-. -. ._.»,»s-192_- V. ._;.
.»_.-

__.,_,,.. __. ,-._.92 .._.,... » »,H 4� . .. 92 ..-q..- .

f__ &#39; .1&#39; f.i»~=&#39;*&#39;

..V:-:&#39;::&#39; 92� &#39;11."-..-"&#39; . ¢ 1

1-» � I - &#39; - -;.- � --. ;=&#39;-
,.............,_.... ....,. , s 7- l��~1»92 s-m-=-- 92

, w  _ , _. .

p _ advised interview agent that he _
"was no longer utiliz the above P.O. BOX and &#39; s no longer  -

olved in edvertis ce shuttle parts under the name� _ J 5
_ was very apologetic regarding

i h thinking 1 ing town tB Mtt�rp �nd NW  11, Q V88 . &#39; 0.15 ..  Or.._:=�;.;;5
&#39;�&#39;hi1°  d ~    u J  ..

� It was impression of tne_&#39;intetv_ieiri192g sgent tixet. the"*j"
moi» Mm

n A  s�?*�t-_*§",&#39;=&#39;
&#39; Inasnucli as all logical investigation has completedin Los Angeles and it has been determined that £1: not

in possession of any shuttle parts nor does he have access
KW  zhhlgtle parts, LA anticipetes___no turther irrvestigstion at

,&#39;_. �..-1-+7  - --  __-» -_,- ~ l I �w » . r- ~~ - �-�--1"

�vs?

_ _ 9� �_,n__ �_____,__m_-.. -. .�,- e _  V. &#39;:__� ,�.__:.:_-lo&#39;~-  &#39;  . &#39;  �_.;_ _.3..~. . - /5 - - _ L
 --v  . l  ,=-

-L 4 ?;..&#39;-,__.,..,. H, �-�I�  ., .- . .... .  _.
� "=73 ~.-;_&#39;.&#39;� .- 1�--. I.&#39;-r-&#39;-�<-1"§�&#39;<-w..&#39;:;.&#39; � &#39;  -  &#39;.< -

,5; ">2:-$51 -~- .-*�.<r&#39;$e_&�%_1--r~.=-;>*~=-.�~~r.s;=¢ _ K ,-~...&#39;. ---s
&#39; 1»-..&#39;.-=5-_92,.k-.�.,!_» . -~_-_,,&#39;92e-.-»;:s.-�.¢u.-e-~=92=a~v<§.a-�=;...|;p1;,.7;:.92-..;.~,_- - . .. ~ I

. . ..~,.>=V.&#39;-~ =..V   .>,..__...  ¢- -» - ~�

&#39; .. &#39; &#39; .&#39; 1 7

ml-cw

_ s. sq-::.:=_,i.._E.
.- - ---_-;-up  - - - " .
-   ._ ;- - ,,�.&#39;;-5,.--,._ .

92

&#39; &#39;3
/1-!

/

»

aq-



__I7�:_&#39;._ Jllilll: -ill,� �



lillilil II: 1|



EH1 WI�! IHHILRISLL



I�,-&#39;
L .II-

qr

l
��==t

4 2

�~13
�P
92

Memorandum &#39;5&#39;" U
92 �if???�

To ; DIRECTOR, FBI Due 12/30/36
92

. TAMPA  es-99!  sq 6!  c! t 1-

92~ ACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER, l;i:9292 J �
INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPL6Si0�{ 92l if//xannany space CENTER, FLORIDAJANUARY 28, 1986; W92;
sasowaca; NASA ACT 92t
too: TAMPA!

Re Los Angeles airtel to Director, 12/12/86.

keferenced communication furnished the results
of the last outstanding lead in captioned matter and pertinent
information from that communication was furnished to Tampa&#39;s
counterparts at NASA Security at the KENNEDY SPACE CENTER
on 12/17/B6.

Tampa placing captioned matter in a closed status =
at the present time.
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