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“SPACE SEUTTLE CHALLENGER, INFORMATION CONCERNIKG LAUNCH

EXPLOSION, KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA, JANUARY 28,
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SABOTAGE: NASA ACT; OO:TAMPA.
FOR THE INFORNATION OF HEADQUARTEWS, FEI, TAMPA

REPRESENTATIVES MET WITH MARV JONES, THE DIRECTOR OF SAFETY,

RELIABILITY AND GUALITY ASSURANC: ANG PROTECTIVE SERVICES FOR

TN
THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION (XASA) CEKTER

AT KENXEDY SPAC: CEINTER, FLORIDA. THIS MFETING WAS REQUESTED

BEY MR. JONES AND WAS ALSO ATTENDED BY HIS SECURITY CHIEF .

KENNETH LOPEZ. ) lj ------ l4—70 / . ;;:::

MARV JONES IS INVOLVED EXTENSIVELY IN THE NASA H&SHA

IMNVESTIGATIOR BOARD (MIB) INVESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONED MATTEB
D

AND APPEARS TO BE OVERSEEING A GOOD DEAL OF THE ACTUAL

\-CC fm YS! /
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INVESTIGATIORN. -

THE FEBRLUARY J]&, 1986, DISCUSSIOX TCUCHRD ON THE EASA-
1NV€§IIGATION IRTO CAPTIONED MATTER ARD DWELLED EXTENSIVELY
N PgSSIBLE SABOTAGE THEORIES IK A "BRAINSTORMING" SESSION
ﬁHTCﬁ LASTED FOR OVER OKE AND ONE HALF HOURS. 1IT IS NOTED
THAT KO THEORY COULD BE PUT FORTH FOR WHICH WE COULD FORMULATE
A FACTUAL BASIS.

FBI REPRESENTATIVES HAVE THE IMPRESSIOK THAT JONES WANTED
TO APPRISE THE FBI OF NASA’S PAST EFFORTS TO ADDRESS POSSIBLE
SABOTAGE 1IN CAPTICMNED MATTER AND GATIXN AN FBI PERCEPIION OF
POSSIBLE SABOTAGE THEORIES REGARDING CAPTIONED MATTER.

TAMPA WAXTS TO ENSURE HEADQUARTERS TUAT THIS WAS MERELY
AN INFORLAL DISCUSSIO§ REGARECING THEORIES ABOUT POSSIBLE

SABOTACE. NEITHER TaAM

e Lk g

A’S NASA COUNTE

RPARTS NOR THE LOCAL

FB1 REPRESENTATIVE BRANDLING CAPTIOKED MATTER CAN FIND ANY

FACTUAL BASIS AT THE PRESERNT TIME FOR A SABOTAGE THEORY.
AFOREMEKTIONED FURNISHED TO KEEP HEADQUARTERS APPRISED OF

OUR LOCAL LIAISON AND STATUS OF INVESTIGATION,

BT
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KEXXEDRY SPACY CEXTER, FLOPIDA, 1/723/86; SABOTAGL; NASA ACT,

Clr TAMTA
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THIS COUMUMICATICY I8 CLASSTFILD "QECRET"™ IY ITS ENTIRETY.

ON FERRUATY 13, 1986, - FORT

BPLISS, TEYAS, WAS INTERVIEWED AND STATED THAT EXCEPT FCR THE

“ 3

LETTERS VRITTEN BY —TO — NONE OF THE

LETTERS THAT-OR ANY OTHER MAN IN HIS UNIT RECEIVED FROM

-COE\'TAINED ANY THREATS TC NASA. ' ‘—/7(,_:7/ _—

OFIGINAL FD~302 IS BEIKG SENT UKDER SEPARATE COMMUNICAT®®E™ °

TO THE TAMPA DIVISTOK.

DECTASSIFIED BY, p/ﬁw
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£ R 1 The following Agents have been selected to assist the
_gresidential Commission investigating the space shuttle disaster:

Exec AD Adm. __
Exec AD Jov.

Exes AD LE
Astr. Div.:
Adwm. Sarv:

-
Ident.
intail,
Laberstory
Legs) Comn.
Plon. & lnap.
Roc. Mgnt. _____
Tosh, Sorve. ___
Training

OH.oiCong.

& Public Affs.

Telophone Rm.

il’hﬂu‘l Soc'y
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faec AD
Exec AD 4 —_—

O,
* Esec AD L
5 A:.L Dis.:
Lh ' Adm. Sorvs!

Crim, Inv,
Idant.

THE DIRECTOR

To
¥ O
o JOHN A, MIN'PU' )
. :
Subject : PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON THE

SPACE SHUTTLE ‘*CHALLENGER"

Date 3/4/86

Insp.
invell.
Leh.
Lege! Cown,
OfH. Cong. &
Public AHs.
Roc. Mgar.
Toch. Serve.
Training
Telophonas Rm. .

Pirsctor's Sac’y o

On 3/3/86 the Director told me of a telephone call he had
received requesting the FBI to provide Special Agents to assist the

Commission in its inquiry.

The Director said that we may offer the

assistance of four Special Agents for not longer than 90 days and
requested me to call Peter Rostoven, Counsel to the Commission, at

telephone number 453-1405.

At 2:17 p.m. on 3/3/86, I called Peter Rostoven who told
me that Special Agents were needed to assist the Commission teams to

review evidence collected.

He said that our Agents would not be

used for witness interviews because of the Commission's concern that

it not appear that a criminal

inuactinatinm i haina ~randuntad T
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asked Mr. Rostoven to be more specific as to what duties our Agents

would be requested’'to perform.

He said he did not know but that he

would request the Executive Director, Dr. Alton Keel, to call me to

describe their needs,

At 2:52 p.m. on March 3rd, Bill McGuiness at telephone
number 633-2268 called me and said that the Attorney General's
office had received a request from the President's Commission to

have FB1 Agents assist in their investigation.

McGuiness said

this matter was referred to him to handle in the Attorney General's
office but that he was calling me to refer the matter directly to

the FBI and he would defer to the FBI for the decision.

He did

———

request that he be notified of any arrangements that might be madgii

.. .
At 3:45 p.m. on March 3rd, I called the Administrative \Q;:iL/
Services Division and in the absence of Mr. Sharp instructed Tom
Hughes to begin making arrangements for the detailing of up to four
Agents for not more than 90 days to the Presidential Commission. O
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Memorandum for The Director
RE: PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON THE <
- SPACE SHUTTLE "“CHALLENGER" .-

% At 10:37 a.m. on March 4th, Emily Trapnell, attorney,
Prgsident 8 Commission, 453-1405, located at Suite 760, Capital
Gallery Building, 600 Maryland Avenue, Southwest, Washington, D.C.,
called me and said that she had discussed the request for FBI Agent
assistance with Dr. Al Keel, the Executive Director, and he had
requested her to coordinate arrangements with the PBI. She said she
formerly was the Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel at FAA and
that Peter Rostoven is handling the broad legal issues for the
Commission while she is handling the coordination of the investi-
gation. She said they presently have several military and FAA
investigators assigned to the four panels into which the Commission
was divided. She said they now have a need for special investiga-
tive expert1se to "close some loops. She said they need our Agents
to conduct one-on-one interviews that will be penetrating and that
will compare existing testimony with statements being given by
witnesses. She said that some of the people to be interviewed are
NASA employees but that some are contractor-type personnel. She
said it is very important that the Commission not appear to be
conducting a criminal investigation and they do not want to seem to
be looking for culpability in their interviews. She said they do
not want to intimidate any of the witnesses. Rather, they would
like for those interviewed to be encouraged to come forward and
furnish full information and even suggest "what else we need to
think about.®™ She said for example that there is a critical
telephone conversation in which there had been 30 participants in
several locations., Ten of these persons have testified and the
Commission would like to have complete statements from all of them.
She said that their immediate need is to have two Special Agents by
the end of this week. There will be some travel involved in the
inquiries and she mentioned Utah, Huntsville, Alabama, and Florida
as places where interviews may need to be conducted.

Emily Trapnell sajd that their longer term needs for two
other Agents are to review certain records and letters where people
ha:e voluntarily contributed information which may contain some
evidence,

She said that the persons sgelected should be able to put

ullide their "PBI-person" and take on a "Commission-person®™ identity.

i- I told Ms. Tzapnel that 1 would make the appropriate

-x:ungemencs anu rel;urn HEI call. P
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Memorandum for The Director
RE: PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON TEE T
SPACE SHUTTLE "CHALLENGER"

'-..;‘s"?. . o

At 10:50 a.m. on March 4th, I discussed these matters with
Aq;istant Director Sharp and requested him to,make arrangments to
designate two Agents by the end of this week gﬁo would be mature,
experienced in conducting sensitive interviews, and who would be
able to carry out this responsibility with discretion as requested
by the Commission. The Agents designated will report to Emily
Trapnell at the address given above. Emily Trapnell said that the
service of the investigators would be nonreimbursable as to the

salaries of the Agents but that NASA would pay all expenses of their
service.

I will keep you advised and upon completion dbf the
arrangements I will notify Bill McGuiness in the Attorney General's
office.

‘ﬁ-s fad
Fln. 8insp.____
Rzc. Mgrt.
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Date 3/12/;.6

[ Y
e AD luv,
Exee AD LES

« Asst, Bir.:
Adm. Sorvs.

Crim. bov.
bdent,
ingp.
Intall.
Lab.
Lagal Coun.
0. Cong. &

Public AHs,
Rec. Mgm.
Tech. Sorva. .
Teaining

o I

Telophons Km. ___
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PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON THE
SPACE SHUTTLE “CHALLENGER"

Su

i

The following information will serve as an update
concerning the assignment of four Special Agents to the Presi-
dential Commission on the Space Shuttle "Challenger."”

I telephonically contacted Emily Trapnell, attorney,
Presidential Commission, on March 5, 1986, to further determine
their needs and the reporting dates for the Agents. ' She indicated
she would need the two Agents who would be doing the interviewing
by March 7, 1986, and the other two Agents by March 17, 1986.

We thereafter identified two Agents each through the
Washington Field and the Baltimore Offices by fuinishing certain

criteria for MTho +un W'E’O Aggni—n are
N e e N Nt e ol N W ol el S o Y W Y A L7 .“
{ EOD hile the two
and
on each

I met with all four Agents and gave them a briefing

[ = R

Agent is attached to this memorandum.

on their assignment, expectations of their various roles, admin-
istrative matters and that I would serve as their contact with 29
Headquarters until advised to the contrary. I then advised 70 )

Emily Trapnell of the identities of the four Agents and furnished/’(&V
upon her request their dates of birth, social security number,

gra vel and home telephone number. I identified SAs - g
and as the Agents who would be doing the interviews an 1lﬁ,
reporting on rch 7, 6, which they did. I further identified
to her SAs as the Agents who will report on

March 17, 1

and
r and who will be reviewing records and evidencT.Cj
<
I advised Emily Trapnell I wolld serve as her contact
with the FBI should any further contacts be necessary unless she
s advised to the contrary. She once again expressed the Com-

Yission's gratitude for making available to them the four Agents. -
“‘.‘!‘ / j - ’
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Memorandum E., J. Sharp to Mr. Mintz
RE: PRESIDENRTIAL COMMISSION ON THE
SPACE SHUTTLE "CHALLENGER" - Q)

SA of the Baltimore Office was initially é;)

1;e1ected to be part of this group; however, was replaced due to
he distance of 75 miles he would have to travel everyday from

;is residence to Washington, D. C.

Mr. Bill McGuiness, Department of Justice, was advised
Washington that we have made avail-

on 3/12/86, upon his return to Washing
able to the Commission the four Agents requested.
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with a DOB
His SSN is and home telephone number

with a DOB of
His SSN is home telephone number is

_ with a DOB of
ahd home telephone number is
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SHUTTLE CHALLENGER, INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH nxpujamu, =3

'FNBDY BPLCB CENTER, FLORIDA, JANUARY 28, 1986, SABOTAGE; NASA

S e gERTEsaE ens mu ot b ol ke 4 -

e
} O0s TAMPA, ' e ,:,;-—-)ﬁL
 TBI LABORATORY REPRESENTATIVES MET WITH KENNETH X. LOPEZ, f"JV {_*
HIEF OF THE BECURITY OFFICE FOR THE NASA FACILITY AT KENNEDY @ S
PACE CENgew, LOPEZ WAS BRIEFED ON THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 4, 1986, .q
BY FBI LABGRATORY REPRESENTATIVES OM THE TYPES OF LABORATORY SUPPORT Q
VAILABLE. LOPER BRIEFED FBI ON STATUS OF NASA INVESTIGATION, ADVISED 1

EHAT TERRY ARMENTROUT QF THE HATIONAL TRANBPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
(NTS8B). HAD BEEN ABSIGNED TO THE NABA m BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE
kﬂ'SB TO COORDINATB TH! RBCONBTRUC'I'ION A,;{lg g'gggg-mni% .l_i_n'rvn*rg

THE NASA NQUIRY. ’
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" {$0N AND REPORT TO THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON A REGULAR BASIS 4
1 f - . "st"
AND TAKE DIRECTIONS FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIESION, +%
~ ¥B] LABORATORY REPRESENTATIVES ALSO MET WITH ARMENTROUT OF THE f§._
- o 7.3
.|NTSB, BYTABLISHED LIAISON AND FURNISHED DETAILS IN TECHNICAL TERMS e

- |REGARDING THE TYPEE OF LABORATORY SERVICES AVAILABLE., ARMENTROUT
";;xpntssnﬂ'Agrnxczhm:on FOR FBI, SUPPORT AND WONDERED fF HE COULD
 JGALL URON FBI LABORATORY REPRESENTATIVES AND HAVE A FBI LA, EXPERT
| :wan THAT PARTICULAR EXPERTISE COME TO THE LOCAL BASA FACILITY ON

¥

_}OCCABION WHEN A PARTICULAR PROBLEM WAS ENCOUNTERED. ARRANGEMENTS -

1

] couwacw FBI LABORATORY DIRECTLY,, ARMENTROUT ALSO MENTIONED |
. frHAT nasa's MIB PREBENTLY PLACING PRIMARY EMPHASIS ON RECONSTRUCTION
pr Tsz QHALLIHGBR AND LAUNCB 5P?Anamus AND SECONDARY EMPHASIS ON

k
5

"hxxn:uawxou OF THE VERY JEW BHALL APECIMENS WHICH HAVE BEEN RECOVERED

.
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ATION A8 AGREED ON BETWEEN FBI LABORAT)RY REPRESENTATIVES AND

FIp REPS. L | ‘
ON EVENING OF FEBRUARY 4, 1386, LOPEZ ADVISED THAT THE NASA

B WAS OFPICIALLY APPRISED OF THE RSTABLISHMENT OF LIAISON BETWEEN

HE FB1-LA3 AND THEIR NTSB RIPS AND APIP REPS AND EXPRESSED.

[:ppn:cnnou FOR FBI SUPPORT. f '_ ' e

"DURING PEBRUARY 5, 1986, MORNING MEETINGS WITH NASA sncuxxrx

REPS, TAHEA LEARNED THAT THE RASA MIB WILL BRIEP THE PRESIDENTIAL
FOHMIBSION ON FERRUA 6 AND 7

) A1 1 -

ILL INCLUDE AN
VI!W or EFFORTS EXTENDED &0 DATE AND DEVELOPMENTE OF THE . NASA .

INQUIRY AND THE ANTICIEATED DIRECTION OF THEIR OVERALL INVESTIGATION
F°R Tug COMING MONTHS. BRIEFING WILL INCLUDE COMMINTS CONCERNING
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<{ROWEVER, ALL ADVISED THAT BHOULD ANY INFORMATION SURFACE INDICATING
iﬁassiszg BABOTAGE, FBI, TAMPA WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED.

- bt 2l &= S astmaw=a -~

1986, E\O_ﬂ.CERNING MAEBA'S INVESTIGATION AS b & | PERTAINE TO COMPLAINTS
_|AND INFORMATION VOLUNTEERED BY CITIZENS, TAMPA BELIEVES THAT FBI

RELATED 70 THE ABOVE' TRAGEDY, ESPECIALLY BY THOBE orrxcns-covnﬁ*guc
WILL B2 PRESENTED TO HEADQUARTERS FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL IN THE -
IMMEDIATE FUTURE..

FOR THE INFORMATION OF FBI LABORATORY, THE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR

hiddd S LAL L
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TAMPA MAINTAINING DAILY CONTACT WITH NASA CONTACTS,  HEADQUARTE
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SUBSEQUENT 7O A THOROUGH DISCUGBION ON THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 5} i

ﬂxan:a SHOULD FORMULATE A RECOMMENDED POSTURE FOR HANDLING COMPLAINTS

TROUT WILL BE PURNISEED HEADQUARTERS A§ SOON A8 §AME IS ESTABLIS
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For inf@rmation, telcal received at Ch. 7 (CBS affiliated), Bosto
before Eaptioned launch, in which caller, claiming to be a mamb
hg it to explode. @
otified Boston FBI

group who were going to sabotage the CHALLENGER Shuttle, c
Following the actual explosion of the Space Shuttle, Ch.,

about this call. Extensive 1nvest1gatlon conducted by bost FBI to identify @)
caller and same was accomplished even1ng of 1/28/86. After esentation to
Middlesex DA's office, warrant was issued for pos D
causing qto be incarcerated for a 5 day evaluation. #mltteé !o FBI
of maklng calls to CH. 7, thereby relieving FBI of what certainly would have
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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ROM  : SAC, LOUISVILLE (98-716) (RUC)
o yd
i
SUBJECT: YPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER, / .
INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH-EXPLOSION, S

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, PLORIDA, 1/28/86
SABOTAGE; NASA ACT

. e

{(OC: TP}
{ ~ Re Louisville teletype to the Bureau dated 2/13/86.
O S e
Enclosed for the Bureau, New Orleans Paso are two
(x copies each of FD 302 re interview with “ /
&
\1 Enclosed for T : original and one copy of ")
NINFD 302 re interview wit nd original notes from 7
, that interview. : (
\) Louisville is coﬁsidering this matter RUC. (@
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1

Dote of trameeription__ 2 /20 /B6

On February 12, 1986

i vas Anterview%ﬁ and advised
a 0 b 4}

s follous:

Prior to his assignment at Fort Campbell he was

assigne
ﬁin Geissen, Germany, APO 09169.
He recalls l— being assigned to his

in Germany. He could not recall the exact date when
s discharged from the U. S. Army, but the date of

sounded correct. He recalls eiving
approximately two letters fron AR fter discharge
The first letter received was approximatel months

sfter WD discharge. 1I omplained

discharge. 1In this letter.q
noe one was wriiini to him and that no one liked him.

then wrote a Teturn letter approximately two

months later, and then received the second letter from

AE———
approximately two months after that date. Based on

the wording in the second letter, id not sound
stable and decided not to write to him anymore.

The sec letter was approximately one and one-half pages
long. had written notes in the margin and the whole
tenor oI the letter did not seem to gy to be stable.
There was some mention in the letter about some plans, but
ould not recall whether or not NASA was mentioned.

The primary reason tha reported the

receipt of this letter was that had made veiled
threats towards who has also since’
been transferred from Ge . ese veil threats related

to the fact that when was being discharged from the
Arny he owned & car that met German specifications and did
not want to take it with him back to the United States.
had agreed to buy it since he was staying
in Germany. There was some disagreement betweenﬂ and
about payment. read the letter and felt at

uld be reported. did not take any of/SEE——
—-——

b

ATY T

é fi:iii ifffﬁ st Fort Cempbell, Kentuckyeu, LB 98-716

:
LY e e 2/18)8s

L

This documen contalng neither recammendations nor conciusions of the FBI. nuluuomvonynmumu onlll'ﬂﬂ'
e vy

Tem——— [/ // ae /
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LS 98-716

2/12/86 &

s

. Page 2

2714786

)
commants seriously.

report receipt of this letter to
(phonetic) who is now out
of the U. 5. Arny an ving in the New Orleans, Louisiana,

area. There were approximately two copiles of this letter
made, one going to whom he thought was the CID agent

that interviewed him and one going to_
or

-just recently arrived at Fort Campbell and
his personal belongings have not been unpacked; however, he
will attempt to find a copy of the letter received from

&P i hic personal affects. did not sttach any
significance to the comment about having copies
of plans. Hhen- heard about the space Bhuttle explosion

he did not have any thoughts that this might be connected ,
to might have & forwarding

address Ior

is not awvare of other friends receiving letters
from t is possible that may have received

the letter about the money It is
ossible th

about his

ave received a letter fronP
” This would have been an sttempt
go to the top”. P advised that he was™

3 R $ose

b7c



LS 98-716

wumnu_— ,On 2/12/86 and Page__3
_ . 2714786
1ntéivioued about this letter by what he thought were CID agents.
!hcnc agents came to his Company area and showed identiffcation.

_—— P
ll':l.sl:l.a .‘ rULI- U.-P’UEJJ I-II.I- w

time. On the previcus wesekend,
travel to the New a
and

for if needed.

could not be sure as to when he received the
letter from ut felt that the approximate end of 1984
wvould be close. has since transferred from
Germany and is currently in the U. S. Army possibly somewvhere
in Texas.

h ]
-

On February 14, 1986, advised he —
had been able to locate a copy of the letter he received from k;ZL,
He did not locate the original and assumes that the
original was given to the CID or other law enforcement officers
in Germany. A revieév of this letter reveals the wording
"]'ve got the blueprints to NASA I've got in touch vith,
he's coming to help”. advised that eferred to
here is who is now out of the Army
residing at
also provided copies of three envelopes that
had used to forward letters to GERMANY. The bottom envelope
appears to have the date of July 3, 1984, would have been
the envelope that contained the letter in question. It is

noted that on this envelope, ave the return of
address of
It is further noted that on the other two anve oiel with.

postmark of November 30, and Decambher 4. 1984 gave -

til return address of

The copies provided by -are being attached

__ .
ana

hereto.

et
w:‘h-.-sf',;; .
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FOaus. | £EXTDDASIMENT : D I{:¢ "&#39;
(5RO #9443! | 4} 1

TERI.

BaZil»9z
BIRECT RRIORITY - 29 s e
86 /8439 . 2a:
T AL TR 1 SR OEP

SHUTTL&#39; OIALLENFEE;ORMATION cowcrnrrnc LAUNCH EXPLOSION,

KENKEDI SPAEHLR, FLORIDMUS Zi281yl§86; SABCT™WKTHA ACT;
OOIImTP ¥|&#3|§)-

. RE TéLETYPE BYUPEAU; ngv 28, 19F6.
5? M¢IKIAINING CLOSE LIAISOW/ITH NATIONAAERONAUTICS

983

SPACE XbH1NIsIsAT1lox wasn, KENNEDY SPAGEENTER nsc!

IN CONTINUING ~ SUPPORT ROLE TOASA&#39;S BOARD ONQUIRY. BRI
HASBEEN  QUERIED REGARDING FBI LABORATORY,5UPPOPT AVAILABLE

NASA BOARD OWQUIRY, SPECIFICALLY REGARDING THE FXAMINATIONBY 8&

HUMAN REMAINS. TAMPA INITIATED TELEPHONIC 1 é | »/l

SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS SECTION 'REGARDING THE INQU Y. 8E

PURSUAD@’EFOARAR'EQUES’IH—HE&#BQ NAS@_INSPECTORE5E§'R

1 /N AN 1~ T ] 720N 11



9292 Q B
PACETWO B8-99 UNCLAS J
OFFICE AT WASHINGTON, D.C., IN  A@DITIOA TEE TAMPA INQUIRY, FBI
LABORATORY ~ PERSONNEL ~ APE TRAVELIFG TO THE NASA KSC FACILITY THIS
DATE TO COFFEE WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARMED FOPCFS  INSTITUTE OF
PATHOLOGY WHO AR? ALSO ON THE 3SCERFHLY AND TO BE AVAILABLE FOR
A PRESENTATION THENASABOARDF INQUIRYREGARDILEXAHINATIOF
SERVICES ~ WPICH ARE AVAILABLE TO NASA IN CONNECTION  WITH THER
OFFICIAL  INQUIRY. SAC TALPA CONCURS WITH THAVEL OF LAB PEPSOKEEL.

FBlI  LIAISON AT KSC, FLORIDA, STHONCLY SUPPORTS A PRESENTATIOE

EY FBI LAB PERSOKHEL_BEFO:;; TEL SA BOARD OF IKQUIRY. VITHCET
SUCH A PRESENTATIOA, THE FORMAL REVIEW BOARD WOULD NOT FE AUAPE
OF THE MANY EXAMINATION TECFNIQUFS  AVAILABLE, AND TEEIE  FINAL
REPORT COULD CONCEIVABLY  LEAVE IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS  UNANSWERED
REGARDINGITHE REAL CAUSEOF THE FAILUFE NHICF RESULTEDIN CAPTIONED
TRAGEDY.
OFFICIAL NASA  POSITION AT THIS POINT REPAIRS BASICALLY THAT
NASA  WILL NOT SPECULATE ON THE EXACT CAUSE OF THE TRAGEDY.

HOWEVER, ACTUAL INQUIRY STILL CONCENTRATES ON MAJOR MALFUNCTION,
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an HQ cv
R 1619g: FEB6 ’ imm A

rm TAES®8-99! SQ 6! P! &#39;-
10 DIRECTORROUTINE

CLEVELAND 98-2180! NFO! ROUTINE

||
gTFO

at &#39; w oL

UNCLAS
“ATTENTION: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, FBIHQ; LABORATORY
nlé/_ls:ox, rnxag.

&#39;
trace SHUTTLE =~ CHALLENGERN 1 FORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION,

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA, JANUARY 28, 1986; SABOTAGE; NASA ACT,
OO0: TAMPA.

REEVELAND TELETYPESTO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 30, 1986, AND
FEBRUARY 3, 1956.

wASs INTERVIEUED TELEPHONI@AELY on
EVENING OF FEBRUARY ||, 1936, WHEN HERETUR EARLIER _ _
; +* |

WITH —_~ )) —_~

IN ESSENCE mm-rxorHfBB CALLEDNxc so:-xtrnlracfi ii--1I -"&#39;T-l.

an i was
1 1"&#39; 3"-PAIIIE A
Mt. 0284395 JEH39,~—&#39;r=al>

i Q!, 1&5;
21092 T f,
928#39:092;¢592
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PAGE TWO TP 98-99 UNCLAS
FRIENDS IN CLEVELAND ABOUT HIS CONCERN FSARETY AT KENNEDY SPACE

CENTER, AND HIS PERSONAL OPINION THAT A TRAGEDY COULD OCCUR.5
HE EXPS:NHDWMNEYWARORTABMIORKING ARDEJRDEL.CELLS$
FOR THEf#OLID . ROCKET BOOSTERS, AND HE WAS CONCERNED THAT ONE QHE

CELLS MIGHT IGNITE AND MELT DOWN THE VERTICAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING-

AND HE NOTED HE NEBGHRVED OR OTHERWISE BECAME AWARE OF ANY



HHGDmM& H! L_

1 FBI

TRANSMIT VIA: 1
s %”Pmm“dhm CLASSIFICATION:
= SFNMY  ||TOP sscnsr
E:]ljlc?JI;IFIDENTIIEAll_:r 0
DUUI{?/IU’mBS s &#39;92
: J ) - | | 92
1 = nnu-:c&#39;roa, FBI
&8on= §40JISVILLE as-116! .- :
mfjc!

KENNEDI.SBACE..,CENTER...EP.9.13.81?84..

1 FBHEE RAFEIPI TR c 1 M- SEMRELIB  F3Gala g~

00: TAMPA

Re Louisville teletype to Bureau, 2/18/86.

-g thlhment Clgl%ga@@@ﬁj 6ﬁ_li|tcl]J ImJQaLeIJ;'sveStlgatlonS

J recelvareplyfrom i lessen,Germany, and

Q making rotiitagion
Y5;

92

Ir_._
ALL 115?-1 ~.?{BONAINED 39

: | DATE/&#39; &8;11 i8I1_ &#3

New Orleans
Louisville

W /705/ /4

1&#39; MARmMSs

-- - ~-[2&#39;
r 7 il Q ~|41
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iPRECEDENCE: [
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D Runhe
U SECRET
CONHDENHAL
El UNCLASEFTO
UNOLAS
Inn-r
y DIRECTOR, il
irRon= sac, HOUSTON 98-80I! P!

GESPACE SHIHAIIENGER, }NFORMATION

h%ﬁ'gﬁ NlNeél;g@églgH xPgostan_ 92

SABOTAGF1 SASA I—Z M
OO:TP

Re TP teletype tBu, 2/13/86.

Enclosed for the Bureau and Tampa are two copies each of
NASA memorandum and aketch with notes on opposite side.

Grebruary 27, 1986, original of enclosed sketch and an
investigative memorandum regarding details of origination of this
sketch were obtained from ROBERT MOONEY, Security Specialist,
JOHNSON SPACE CE TER, Clear Lake, Texas. &#39; @

MOONEY::stated that wh 11&#39, 0 gave ime rh 9 *
sketch and was interviewed by him onthe  details has been alerte 1/

contac is office, if she _should a serve any  of the _
our mdwuguas he sawon Fe ruarg)’EB 15%5 L/

Houston will maintain contact with NASA Security and

follow any further developments in this matter. Houston is
openinga 199 investigation gm;;he unknown  subjects observed by
] gqu ghll 818UT . f // u
%%’ Encs.Ii .y
- pa Encs.N! 9B-99!
-ouston
-QB-8

o T LL RS TR SR @@77 !

4 ]__’?rc N&#39;|:; gl 5&#3933

- -&#39

Appmwod Tnrnnmum - Pbr
Numbod f mal



4-T50Rev.4-17-85!

| XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
Cl
Pagelsl with .. entirely at this location in th One or more "
indicated, exp ain this deletion.
[1
1
El
LI
El
R4 s BNt
Deleted under exemption s! Wwith no segregable

material available for release to you.

XXXX

Xxxxszformation pertained only ta third party with no reference to you or the subject ofour request.

Information peThained ta third party. Your nameis listed in the titiay.
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NCLAS

ASPACE SHUTHRELENGER, INFORNVCHENING EXBPNTHON, &#39;--&#39

KENNEDSPACEEENRHRA, JANUARY 281986; SABOTAGHEASA
AC1; OO; TAMPA

_"MTHIS IS AN UPDATE OF THE ETATUS IN @&39; "z =

§'NFORFRIRTIONQOF

4.1 /1] X
--J -10.5 Lo BB Bel ooy &AEBER9; 1IN
-/ Emu:-2986.  ACKNOWLED&ADas IDEINTIOALHE"

&#39: wasre IE#FBER K43 I‘HETHJ 20 &#3!
rouemac—ccmms\HmslﬁRi?ﬁ#ng' 8RS
THE LE'IWEé WRHAREBEMRILY XIKHHEEFERENCE

"BLUEPHINTS TONASA" HASA REFERENCEO SOMEOLD BLUEPRINTIHAT



T»<92 &#39:;

PAGE THO TP 98-99 UNCLA5S

EOUND, DESCRENBRA®S. LIBELCFWE

REFERENCE TO A GOLE MINE WAS A JOKING REFERENCE TO AN ACTUAL GOLD

MINENOUTHAMERICA, HAD
BEEN INVOLVED ISOME MONEY VENTURES ISOUTH AMERICA AND HAD DIS-

cusssemrmm-AND IT was:1-moudiaBkscussxotldAT
_ sowmiDEA comnc INsScunAMERICASzrsnsncs
to was REFEREGNEDRMRNBYDDY

ANDwas owcz AGAINmzurzonzn IN mssms ASA ..01<.1-:

nurimidN TERVIBVYRXdaMsaass IntapQ]

BLUEPRINT3 CONCERNING  CONSTRUCTION AT THE LOCAL NASA CENTER AND

MENTIONED THAT HHOUND THESE IN A JUNKYARD

E" |
AD  © gormon o "ESE

B448PRENTE. 129&'#-BH¥ZDIRmsoanNKNOWN-BLUEPRINTS

was: runusn ovsn TO was rs: AND_SUBSEQUENTLY RETURNED TO NASA szcunzrv

AT xsnusnv space  csnrsa, rnonxna, wnzas racy wens zxanxnzn AND rounn

TO as NONSENSITIVE, nouwxus  constaucrxou BLUEPRINTS waxcn wens ROUTINELY

smut TO any contnactons wao  axvnzsssn A nssznn IN MAKING A sxn on A

SPECIFIC conmncr wmce:-1 was ADVERTISED av W&3CAL NASA FACILITY.

memgnnnavadn@nmraviSposrrxon. no‘tonsznzmr-:0
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PAGE THREE TP 98-99 UNCLAS

-ATQBQEMNASAR HNCTORCAPTIONIRBGEDY. -
C..A1RV&HF39;pYAM I

BASED ow THE FACT THAI INFORMATION runnszsszs

mcuw I
_ANo IN VIEWTHEAGHAT  INFORMAASON

SPECIFIC REGARDING THEAL ADDRESS THOSE SHE CLAIMED TO BE THE

92

LOCAL CONSPIRATORS, TAMPA CONDUCTEDSOME LIMITED INWUESTIGATION

THAT THE BUREAU WOULD BE A POSITION TO RESPOND SHOULD ANY  FOLLOW-

THEXAOCASHEGIAIHE FOGRARIRNUEB ED
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our tour Special Agents who wore detalled tthe Coanission.
lcemarked ttrey were ezooptiooally tins individuals,

dida thorough and inagiaativo job, performed yeolah service,
Were tremendously good for morale for the other siatibara

| Iur hers of the Conission, and that was deeply appreciative
F'Hﬁ I had done. Iwould appreciate it ifou would
ats the substance of this telephone conversation to
William Hbbster

ue@ the detall through Mr. Caro.
| _h
Director

nﬁrsl M r%ll'qa >>~;?i§%'183§@"""§,. < |
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April 18, B@ J >-
CalZlEf&y: -

578%'?1{@ Commissiorhe LW”@JT“O &#39:

ogt*
T-[:e%@ ChallengerACC|de&#39 yJi?{w l‘r&%
9

Wgshl'n %'n U%W #?fLBJ ¢ ,, 92

Attention Mr. John Chase
Dear Mr. Chairman:
The enclosed summary of FBI investigations _ into the _e-1
Challenger accident |be|n|9 provided to your commissionghey | J/
request of Hr. Patrick aley. 830, /13 A
The FBI does  not have any reliable information uh
would reasonably indicate that sabotage was the cause of the space
shuttle Challenger explosion.
The overall FBI investigation of the Challenger explosion
is bmiogdinated by our Tampa Office. The Tampa Office has
maintained a close liaison with the NASHap Investigation Board
through the BBty Office.
If the FBI can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to call upon me.
Sincerely . .
» > : ‘
IVFJ Stanley Kleln Chief
Terrorism eCtIOI‘l
| Crlmlnal Investigative Division
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Chairman
Presidential Commission on
Space Shuttle Challenger
the
Accident _
. This communication is _ inesponse anote from Patrick J
- ik, Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger

lo ident, to TRE0biosMm Chief Stanley Klein, requesting a
summary of the FBI&#39;s investigation into the Challenger accident.
John Chase, a staff investigator for the Commission, advised the
Terrorism Section theet FBI summary would be used in the
Commission&#39;s final report.
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3 JANUARY 28, 1986
The Federal Bureau of Investigation FBI! has conducted
numerous investigations regarding information received, subsequent
to the shuttle Challenger explosion, concerning possible sabotage
of the space craft. These investigations are synopsized as
follows:
OnJanuary 27, X086, anonymous caller made delephone
1/ dall Channel 7 News, &BS-TV  affiliate, Boston, Massachusetts,
and stated "some horrible, horrible things \geiag to happen
w at least five [Eeple dgoing be killed." The caller
ISII ngli was one of a group dhree that was going to sabotage
. _I\IASA The caller further indicated that ithe shuttle did blow up
I I n I E would recontact the news station. OnJanuary 28, 1986, at
koximately 3:25 p.m. the anonymous caller made delephone call
annel News and advised that he intended to make delephone
WI I I ng the Governor at 5:00 p.m. During driefing of Agents in
oston Office ahe FBI, it was recalled that i®September,
1985,,a "walk in" complainant, of questionable mental capacity, had
sindicated he had been responsible for the delay afevious shuttle
flights, plane crashes, and other catasl
determlned that the complainant&#39;s name was
&#S%e onymous caller made delephone call
: reviously ingli gav
ille- OfFEstaltafivae t6 mdé#nT FARENts and
bO” 1 lice proceeded to the restaurant where they identified

tO et a8 intefviegwEdhntdaohmitted
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SHACHLE CHALLENGER,

INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION,

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA _
JANUARY 23, 1986 To

gieamegrdeier S 1 0 NASA

an would do alob

ewed
assignedto thame unit in
Germany t a hich time- was
sent ba .-received two
letters his because e- Ph ne ecr--n=Hi J
ahe let falat did not siahkb.
provided the ] the firs letter in whic
states, "My  fhaad agold mine me. ! tell um o
I want them to go on Ieade don&#39 t never come back. | am
by th FBI HHeated the@;e E gegstlon Iw‘égrtm%.ji iewed
The reference to "blueprints to NASA" w me
- ¥&#39;°""d

gggﬁve the " ==~EBthaeprintd ;el@!
& Dlde priiBinsdy N B TottndS&ofiSensitive,

cont F%{‘égtors wie Bid '”tswdhmgw“ ontratt' N deaher

investigation was conducted in thiS matter

OnJanuary 29, 1986, the FBI

ved information
Connecticut, that

made astatement HES
the Orbital Display Unit ODUJ
env ronmen
| cmapture the failures." ligads
determined ttieet ODU, aystem placed in each
uttle provide the commander and  eopilot with flight
information gnd to inform them any malfunctipn,g0 tmay
felhpEed “eCﬁwmm@ngmént a&#
*&#39; 2:
é
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SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,

INFORHATION CONCERNING LRUNCH EXPLOSION,
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA

~JINUIRY 28, 1935 -

tamperiproof seals are placed onthe ODU prior tobeing dent the
environmental laboratory for testing. Examination of the seals
determined tterhpering with the ODU once it left the production
area aeuld be noticed immediately because cf the placement cf the
seals. No further investigation was conducted in this matter.

On January 30, 1986, fice in Cleveland, Ohio,
was telephonically contacted by who ton
October 18, 1985, he hada casco
former NASA at Cape Canav

Dunng theirversa
solid fue bqoster rocket " described
ASi|orida asg'bad . geperated /7!

a propu

em
e WOI‘kIn

Itions a

%@% th’j > n l ‘ d
Stateme ‘%E%B‘BP e '
abor e dilms Statemequa erviewddiie and
Mated hrecalled saying some hing to friends in eveland
about his concern for safety at Kennedy Space Center, and his
personal opinion that a tragedy could occur. He explained heas
rarafortable working around the fuel doiis the solid

IGAItE dmeltddie VErtidsseribly B “%"%e'!!ﬁ*j%‘
S0 &; lﬁﬁna*t‘émbdfﬂﬁ@t v fiform ation

~rding sabotage or potential sabotage at further FBI
ifigation Is lm@inducted regarding this natter.:

Bl received information regarding reports??? tee
psychics who  reported the shuttle exploded because of sabotage.
-3-



SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER,

INFORMATION CONCERNING LAUNCH EXPLOSION,

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORIDA Z-
JANUARY 28, 1986 *-

One: ofhese psychiceports wasspecific enougho allow for

lilited FBI investigation, which met with negative results.
On January 31,1936, the FBI
Santa Ana, California, was advised lhat
he believes the Challenger exploded due 0sS a C by
lasams fired from either Cuba or an aircraft.
stated that a review of film footage of the explosion revea e

brown puffs of smoke coming fromthe space shuttle Just prior to

Utiite: smaoikepmwoke . "UStatehit tirevn A7

moke would be pdo Hced i:ach.tlme the craft took &hit" by the
aser beangnd theexplosion occ Ag?!
trated the
eer wh r
S61"
ry is p usible, but not pro

o>
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IN 1984 WKOTE SEVEHAL LETTERS TU
P EqIDE T&#39;S COMMISSION ON ORGANIZED CRIME ANQ OFFERED T& IVE
TESTIf&#39NUTWESHEBRNCE. madn AU UATER e whiha
BY MEPARTMENT ENERGY, FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMEET,

INFILTAAT10N FBI BORGAEID CR1 AND HER CHAAGES. WO

CINN Tl FBI EVE DEVELOPED.

SUISTANTIMEVESTIGATEONGIN UA o
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TO_DIRECTOR PRIORITY

LOS ANGELES PRIORITY

ET &#39;71 _&#39-928#30°T
“UNCLAS 1.».-. —— Y M6 "
spncg SHQTTLE QHALLBNGEB, INFORMATIONonczauxnc LAuuqp_88glLoslou,

__5,un8QY SPACE c2urER,_§50R1g8;g§NUARY726, 1986; SABOTAGE; uasa
ACT; oo: TAMPA &#39; &#39;

ASLOS ANGELES IBWARE, TAMPA HAS BEEN UTILIZING CAPTIONE

INVESTIGATION AS A VEHICLE TO ABSAT IN THE INVESTIGATI N

REGARD

THE LOCALKENNEDY SPACEENTER RECEIVEALETTERFRQM Hm
1-¢; - =d
CALIPPRNIA RE A CLASSIFIED AD WHICH APPEARED IN THE LOS ANGELES’|

THii JUNEL, 1996SSUE, CLASSHHEDION, ZAGHIS
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CLASSIFIED AD FOR SALE AN

OFFERS SPACE  SHUTTLE ERAGMENTS

&#39;

D THE ADVER-

TISEMENT READS ABLLOWS:

BELIEVED BE ALL THAT&#39;S LEFT ARAIGIC CHALLENGER DISASTER
RECOVERED FROM GCEeARrR AND THE IMMEDIATE AHEA EXPLOSION.
FRAGMENTS SOLD SEPARATELY OR BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED. ALL  TESVED

TOXIC, NON-RAHORCNRVERWRTIL BN, KBUBETORY,

P.O. nox_3asg3jos zmcsuzsga -gage-0623.

TAMPA&#39;S IMMEDIATE IMPRESSION IS THAT THIS IS PROBABLY NOTHING
MORE THAN ACHEME BY THROUGH WHICH SOMEIDUAL HOPES TO REAP
AANDSOME PROFIT BY  SELLING BITS AND PIECES OF MATERIAL WHICH IN
ALL LIKELIHOOD IS NOT IDENTIFIABLE WITH ANY OF THE MISSING FRAGMENTS
FROM THE SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER. LOS ANGELES IS BEING REQUESTED
TO COORDINATE AN INQUIRY THROUGH THE POSTAL INSPECTOR&#39;S OFFICE FOR
LOS ANGELES IN  ANTEMPT TO TRACE THE PROPRIETORS OF THE HOUSE OF
HISTORY AND THEREAFTER, ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE ITEMS ARE
IDENTIFIABLE WITH THE CHALLENGER AND THENNER THROUGH WHICH THESE

ITEMS WERE OBTAINED.
TAMPA  NOMES NASA&#39;S LEGAL ~ COUNSEL RENDERED
gr_fliL,I’__V_l_cn RULES HHICH ESTASLISHES ANY SPACE SHUTTLE

PRAGSEGDS AN M EMNPREPIREFRRTE

AN INTERPRETATION

CHALLENGER

TORSHORSE

i-
2
6--



1?
PAGESTHBEEHOLRS
OF HISTOBMOULD BEPRISED SFMETMAZS  THAT THIS A

GREY LEGAL AREA AT PRESENT, BUT FHOULD ITEMS BE LOCATED WHICH

APPEAR TO BE IDENTIFIABLE WITH THE CHALLENGER AND RESISTANCE IS
EHCOUNTERED FROM THE PROPRIETORS OF THE HOUSE OF HISTORY IN THE
RETRIEVAL OF SAME, TAMPA AND FBIHQ SHOULD BE NOTIFIED PROHPTLY SO THAT

MRESOLUTION OF ANY QUESTIONS CANBE PROMPTLYOBTAINED.

QQII!-92- Ian on-92 -A  4-1-A-.1.¢ . - - .
nqunawnu TU cuuuulua AN INQUIRY TN CINEWITH

ABOVE AND FURNISH APPLICABLE DETAILS TO FBIHQ AND  TAMPA.

ET
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ACCIDENT ISSUEDIUNE Balqg ha STATES THAT THESHUTTLE,
*CHALLENGER ACCIDENT ~ HAS CAUSED BY  FAILURE IRHE JOINT BETWEEN
THEI THO LOWER sccncurs OF  THE RIGHT SOLID ROCKET MOTOR. FBI

"INVESTIGATION HARGCLOSED SABOTAGE ASREASORNOR THE

CHALLENGER ACCIDENT- &#39;
HIS ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING SABOTAGE OF THE APOLLO ROCKET {L5
YEARS AGO} AND THE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER.
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, .-l ¢ Director, FBI P
SAC, Tampa 98-99!

égevacn SHUTHRELENGER,

IHFGHHATION Q% 888l i"Li §8
XSNnsnx space ENIEBJ-FLORIDA,
JANUARY 28, 1038S8; "1 »-
snsoracs; S

00: TAMPA

86 ReCincinnati teletgpdBureau dadpa; day
mes e cFopfarariscrighe

recording, and copes & xdocuments relating to
the enclosures were received at

AeHtterifisttnied t  €6tfimission
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I:] Pagelsl withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or moreof the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

G Deleted exemptionls| 0 . _with no segregable
material available for release to you.

El
Information pertained only to athird party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to athird party. Your name is listed ithe title only.

Documents originate@tB3nother Governmerdgency es!. These documents wereeferred tOthat
agency es! for review and direct response to you.

Pages contaimformation furnishedby anotheiGovernment agencylies!. You will be advisedy theFBI as
to thereleasability othis informationfollowing ourconsultation withthe otheragency ies!.

Pageisl withheld for the following reason s!:

p71 Foryourinformation: _, |
|_u|
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Memorandum &#39:5&#39:" U

oR??7?
L
To ;DIRECTOR, FBI Due 12/30/36
qr 92
.TAMPA es-99! sq 6! c!
sasowaca; NASA ACT 92t
too: TAMPA!
Res Angeles airtel to Director, 12/12/86.
I keferenced communication furnished the results
of the last outstanding lead ioaptioned matter and ertinent
information from tbatnmunication was furnished ampa&#39;s
counterparts at NASA Security at the KENNEDY SPACE CENTER
==t aP/17/B6.
4 2 Tampa placing captioned matter  in &losed status =
at the pnesent
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