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NEW YORK CITY 6/26/12 (/195551251
TITLE 0 , . CHARACTER OF CASE '
ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND OFFICE FOR EMER
el - A SPECIAL INQUIR

syNOPSiS OF FACTs: ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND was born on September 26, 1892, -

in New Albany, Indiana, FHis father was a bsnk president
in New York City. He attended college at Princeton, N.J.,
being graduated with an A.B. degree in 19l4. From 1914
to 1918 he was in the Editorisl Department of the
Publishers Weekly, New York City, at $150 per month, and
from here entered the Army. Satisfactory, Following the -
War he became Advertising Manager in Charles Scribner's
Sons, New York City, Publishers, at’$4,000 per amnum.
Tn 1919 he went with B. W. Huebsch, New York City,
Publishing House, at $3,000 per anmum, resigning in ,
September, 1920 to enter seminary. Satisfactory. Entered
Union Theological Seminary, New York City, in September,
1920, and was graduated with a B.D. degree in May, 1923,
Scholastic and attitude records were satisfactory. During -
1919, 1920, 1921 and 1933 he attended classes at the New
School for Social Research, New York City, and attended
Columbia University Graduate School, New York City,
intermittently from 1921 to 1931, receiving a FPh.D.
degree in Sociology in June, 193l. Employed by Common-
wealth Fund, New York City, from April, 1926 to July,
1927, as Research Supervisor, at $5,000 per anmum,
Satisfactory. Employed by Social Science Research = ..
Council, New York City, from November, 1927 to July,
1931, as Secretary, at $10,000 per anmm. Satisfactory. .
Employed by Columbia University from July, 1931 to present
as Professor of Sociology, at $9,000 per amnum. Satis-
facto eclare him to be of excellemt = ..

. _..._ . personal habits, exemplary character, liberal in his views,
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a reformer by nature but loyal and patriotice. Wrote :
niddletown®, in collaboration with his wife, Professor
Helen Merrell Iynd of Sarah ILawrence College. Reputed
to be impractical, wishful thinker by type, and alleged
radical. "Ieftist" associations and activities set forth
No criminal record, New York City. Credit rating, New:

York City, nfair,

- RUC -
REFERENCE : Bureau letter to the New York Field Division, dated
February 21, 1942. : IR

DETATIS: AT NEW YORK CITY.

) - \ EDUCATION - |
: 7 a Pin the Registrar's Office of the Union -

Theological Seminary, 120th Street and Broadway, New York City, NeY., made.
available to the reporting agent the scholastic record and personnel card .
of ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND while he was a student at this institution of .
learning. These records revealed that IYND was born on September %, 1892
in New Albany, Indianag his parent was 1isted as Mre. S. B, Lynd, and his
address given as that of President of the Industrial Bank, MNew York City,
N.Y. IYND'S prior education before entering the Seminary was given as a
graduate of Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., with a degree of A+Be’
Je attended Princeton during the years 1910 to 1914, and his degree was .
conferred upon him in June, 1914. He enterec .the Seminary on September
' 22, 1920,. snd while at the institution his scholastic record was excellent.
e was described as being an enthusiastic and cooperative student, He
received a degree of Bachelor of Divinity on May 15, 1923.  During w'.1.924‘
he was affiliated with the Institute of Social and Religious Research,
402 Western Reserve Building, liuncie, Indiana. He was also described as
having been a student at various times at the lNew School for Social Researc
in New York Citye. From 1914 to 1918 LYND was with the Editorisl Department :
of the Publishers Weekly, these records further disclosed, and became th
- Managing Editor of this publication during the years 1916 to 1919. Fro
TUTTT ihds position he entered “the Army, ‘and-after the War accepted a position
with Charles Scribtmert's Sonms, Publishers, New York City, as the Advertising

Manager in the Book Department. After leaving v s organization with':
good record, in 1919 he went with the firm of B. W. Hugbsch, Publ ;
New York City, and from here he left to_enter the above ntioned Theologi

e In 1922, while still a student at Union, IY
for Harpers Magazine, and also for ‘the. Survey Graphic ‘of November,
entitled "Crude Cil Religion®". This arti le was followed by anothe
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entitled °Crude 0il, Its Haman Costs®. These articles, the record furthe:
went on, were the result of his experiences in Elk Basin, Wyoming, where
he spent a summer as a student minister of the Presbyterian Home Board i
that region. ‘

Mr. LYND was further described in the record as married at the
present time, and his wife a Wellesley Graduate and the holder of a
Beta Kappa key. - ' “

Tt was further ascertained from the theological school records
that lrs. LYND also attended Columbia University as a candidate for a -
doctorate in history, and she was described as a charming individual.

IYND was always considered by Union to be worthwhile, open--
minded, keenly intelligent, fearless but tactful, and forceful without
being opinionated. He alsc was described as the author of the highly
acclaimed book entitled "Middletown", which was written in collaboration
with his wife, Helen Merrill Iynd. This particular work was a dissection -
of a typical small American city and came from the presses in 1929, It
was a smashing sociological hit, Dr. LIND also wrote "Middletown'in
Transition", a sequel to the aforementioned book, and this reached the presses
in 1937. His wife, Mrs. LYND, is a Professcr of Sociology at Sarah R
lawrence College, Bronxville, New York, it was further ascertained from
these files.

”ﬁm the Registrar's Office of the New.
School for Social Research, est 12th Street, New York City, N.Y., made

available to the writer LYND'S record while he was a student at the afor
mentioned school. These records disclosed that LYND attended courses ab
the school during 1919, 1920, and 1921, studying uCurrent Type Economic
Theory and the Objective Study of Social Relations", He also attended a
course in t he Apprentice Theater which was given at the New School during
the fall of 1933. His former employers were listed on the School records:
as the Publishers Weekly, Charles Scribmer’and Sons, and B. W. Huebsch, Inc
At the latter enterprise LYND was described as having worked on the pub.

tion WFreeman",
p

R . ... -, o
University, broa 5 New York City, made available to the writer LIND'

record while he was a student at Columbia University, These records dis
closed that he attended Columbia from September, 1921 to June, 1922, and
also during the summer session of July. to August, 1922, He also too
courses at this institution from September, 1922 to June, 1923, and atte
summer Sessions from July to August, 1929. He re-entered Columbia in-Se
ber, 1929, and attended to and throughout Jamary, 1930, During the 2
mentioned years LYND took courses in Sociology, and as a result of the
studies received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy-in Sociology on June
1931, : ' . ' - o ' : L

PN
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N.Y., advised the writer that he bha ‘known LYND as & colleague and fri
for well over twenty yearse He stated that he met him soon after the.
World War and while LIk s ' '

New York City, N.1e
and that Mrs. LYND hi e 1S an extraordinary woman who is p
Professor of Sociology at Sarah Iawrence College in Bronxvills
stated that both Mre ¥rs, ILynd were high type persons
Princeton graduate eclared, and is an individual o
conscience. Following the War and the terrible consequences
went on, LYND became a disillusioned individual and thought
help his fellow men by entering the ministry. Consequentl
declared, LYND left a lucrative position in the publishing tusiness to
a theological school&stated that he did not think that LYND
worked in a parish as a permanent minister, and he believes that LYND had
left the ministry because he was dissatisfied with it and thought that he:
"could be of better servi " hi ow men in a teaching position. Afte
he left the ministry ldeclared, LYND took a position wi

the Institute of Social and Religious Research, in New York City, NeYe, andy
from this position, because of his ability and knowledge, he was invited
become a member of the Social Science Research Council, in New York City.
This was about the year 192 vont on to say, and LYND kept this
position until 1931, when be resigned to accept a permanent Professorshi
in Sociology at Columbia University, as he recalled.

Pstated that both the Iynds are intensely
interested in masses and how they live. He stated further ‘that IYND

"is not the executive type of individual, but is more qualified in researc
a an evangelical attitude on everything. When one speaks to him,
_ ent on, he is very much reminded of Vice President ¥allace,:
smuch’

8 the Vice President seem to be hewn from the same
of rock tated that the Iynds have two young children, and tha
they are very nappily married. He declared further that. .an

of excellent personal habits, holds the respect of .al
reputation in New York City. As a matter of fac
LIND is the finest character _he 8, and as a’worke
__of drive and ability., Howeve declared, this
times to plunge into the middle of things without the:
he has always the end in mind to be attained and .does
about the means of attaining it. His greal moral couragd
causes him always to be protecting the under-dog, an !
slightest freedom chaipedeghg will do his utmost
At the present timef

nt on, LYND teaches |
family problems in his work." Ie declared that in this 1
IYND is very well known and enjoys the highest respe
well as the general reading public and student bodies.
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LYND'S loyalty to this count
As a matter of fact, he declared, IYND is very crit
they do not live up to the true democratic ideas and, although he loves t
country thoroughly, he is always striving to make it better and a bette:
fo 1e to live ine He has absolutely no Fascist tendencies whatsoe
ent on, and as far as he knows has never been a member of ti
Communist Party apd is not the type to join such an organization, ; |
the country stated, to get down to the original democratic
of our founders, and as a result he is always defending the unde: —d0
the negro in the South a the Poles in Iouisiana. He is a viol
the Dies Committe nt on, because he believes that the me
this organization are undemocratic and thinks that they accuse people withou
giving them a chance to defend themselves. In his zeal to better conditions
in this country*mnt on, he is strictly a reformer, and demand

r rights for all people. Probably due to his theological background
urther .declared, LYID is always preaching righteousness, and thi
at times to be intemperate and impatient of other people, How s
tated in conclusion, in his estimation LYND is a loyal and patrioti
citizen of this country, and has a geruine interest and sincere desire to hel

otherse.

?
-]

City, NeY., 20V reporting agent that he has
ten years or more as a friend. He declared that in
the "salt of the earth". He declared that LYND is a prominent Sociologis

on the Staff of Columbia University, is very liberal in his views on things,:
out is not a “radical or red". He declared, however, that LIND to many people
gives the impression of being a radical, but to be truthful he is merely ‘8%
fair minded individual who wants to be fair to all people and give them all
the rights and freedom which they deserve. He declared that he is a strong
defender of freedom of speach and will not tolerate any restraint of this

atic freedome This love for freedom and his defense of other individ
rent on, often has given LYND the above mentioned reputation-of be:
. Commnistically inclined, and as a result of this he has signed petit

protesting against, curtailments of life and liberty. He is a comnpete

sociologist ent on, 8 ip his background and very capable

a field man. As an mdiﬁdualﬂdeclaréd, LYND is a high. pe
_person of excellent character and personal habits, and his family
free from the slightest tinge of derogation.—-- Mrs, -Iynd -herself
went on, is a Professor of Soclology at Sarah Iawrence College .
he does not know too much about her, he went on, Mrs. ‘ILynd &1So“has
tion of being a "liberal'. LR e i

_In spite of his extremely liberal
stated, LYND is definitely not a2 C
R S had no connection with the Commppist.
. of this organization, Rather than that
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100 percent American who firmly believes in the Constitution of the United.
States although he believes that it is to be interpreted in a liberal fash

q‘epeated the statement that many people might be
that LYND was a wred", but as a matter of fact he is not., IYND has adis ANC
emotional side to himsel arther declared, and as a resu

and his desire to prevent the crushing of freedom of Russians, LYND hag si
things,never realizing what the connection of these petitions might have 'wi
subversive organizations in this country. S

tated that at no time has LYND been'in any diﬁ'i—
culties with the Faculty of the University, and that they consider him
capable, intelligent, and & valuable asset to the Faculty. o

Peclared, in conclusion, that he would recommend
Dr. LIND ‘for a position with the Federal Government because of his reputation
personal character, and loyalty to the United States, and declared that he
_might best describe LIND as a ndefender of freedom". o o

nat IYMD i ,
aforementioned organization irom Novembdr, 1927 to July, 1931, at'a sa
of 10,000 per annun stated that in his estimation LYND was the Destij
man on earth, and that LIND wa) the whole world to be reformed. As a resul
of this tendency on his pa ‘ tated, LTMD is impractical in his vi
o £ i in too big a lighte At the time that LYND came wit!

eclared, he had just fn.ﬁf ished his review of "Middletoy

and was gevting the ock ready for publication 5 tated that this
famous book, "Middletown®, was written by LOND in collaboration with his
Professor Helen M. Iynd, of Sarah Lawrence _College
Professor himself eclared; n extraord
1iberal and visionary in their vi
sidered radical, As a
" satisfaétory, and he lef bo_acct pt a position
Professor at Columbia University and for no other reason. Whlile ‘
Mghe went. on, LTID- planned-and -stimilated research, and gragiy
ships to deserving students in many fields of ‘scientific re
declared that LYND himself is very interested in housing and rese
lines, andcthers of & social nature. - LIND speaks too much, howe
nt on, and is too good to people, and wants all life to be swe
for everybody in this world. He stated further °
radical Commmnists as such, and in his estimation ha

3
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IYND has never been comnected with the Communist Part ent on,
and is not the type to stand for such an organization tated that

in his estimation LYND is another Charles A. Beard, and is ‘justidike hin in
the opinion of very many people. His staunch moral qualitie ’
have made ILYND always sympathetic for the under-dog

IYND is not the aggressive or executive type and is strictly

the mind and not in that of action. : )

- arther stated that he does not know why Professor LY}
| left the ministry, but one of the reasons that he might advence for such

action was that Mrs. Iynd is a very brilliant wogan and maybe the Doctor..
himself could not see her as a minister's wife ﬁeclared that
the LYNDS have two childrenm, & boy of around ten years & “a daughter o
eight, Dr. LYND'S reputation as a man, it was further ascertained fro

is excellent, and he is well thought of as a Sociologist among stude
of this science. He is id, hearty and genuine to ©e a member of &8 <
subversive organizatioc tated, although it is possible that he might
have joined groups of organizations wii ed to be "fronts" for subversiv
groups. LIND is strictly an idealis ~in his thinking and is
intelligent agd an excellent public speaker. Among the many books which LIND"
has writte*vent on, are "Middletown", nyiddletown in Transition',
n¥nowledge for t?%, which dealt with what was wrong in the social science
and consisted of a series of lectures delivered at Johns Hopkins Universitye

nt on to state that LYMD is a reformer, and is always
striving for the eradication of poverty and disease from the United States,
although in his estimation he desires them to be abolished aiong democratic
lines. He is a firm believer in our form of govermmen ent on, and
he would recommend him without reservation for a position wi the Federal.
Goverrment because of his character, ability, affability, and his knowledge
of Sociologye . - : ‘ . R

Mrsa mwteﬂ, is just like Professor LID himself,
slthough 45 more tough neased 1n her ideas,’especislly along intellectudl 1ines

*st&ted, in conclusion, that he might describe LYND as &
New Dealer, although he desires to go farther than the present administration
with his social reform. He is the type, he further stated, that is always out:
to help people and to right abuses if he possibly can. : : ;

EMPIOVMENT
£ the Publishers Weekly, and the Re.
Bowker Co 9 est Street, New York City, NeX., advised the repor
! ing agent that ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND had been an employse of Publishers
[ Weekly from appro 914 to 1918, and received as a salary around

$150,00 per month. tated that he knew IYND while he was an employe
of the organization, aithough at the presel there are no records. &
| indicating this employment. At-this time ‘

low just out of Princeton University,
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magazine, assembling it, and checkin

Pe was a very intelligent young man

has become & prominent figure in New IOr

father, Se. Be Iynd, was President of a New Yor

standpoint was a very successful man. In 191

moted to the position of Assistant Editor of the Weekly,

_this position until 1919, when he volunteered for the Uni

during the War.” He declared that IYND had a fine personality in those’

. was affable, good in his a ance. and an individual of excellent persona
habits and’ reputation&stated that he was unable to ‘state -any:
thing concerning LYID at the present time, inasmech as he has not seen him
for over seven yearse Ceer s

of Charles Scribner's Sons,
597 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N.Y., advised the reporting agent that at
the present time there are NnO Iegg 1S employment with that organiza~
tiones H d, however, tha d hired LYND as Advertising o
Manage ok ment during 1919, at a salary of approximately
$4,000 per annum tated that prior to the War IYND had received
experience in this line as one of the Zditors of Publishers Weekly, and that
when he came to Scribner's was rather accomplished in this line. He stated :
LYND had an 1lent personality, was affable, pleasant, and intelligent,
Years ago tated, many of the moldsters® thought that LYND was rathe
frank in his ways because he thought many of the me ed by the fimm -
were passé. In those days of extreme conservati V
considered to be 8 nleftist", and many of the older businees men
he was rather radical in his views on things. LY\D was a good talker
went on, a clear thinker, and in his estimation is thoroughly loyal and
patriotic American. He stated that he has not seen ILYND for years, however,
and he does not know if IYND'S 1iberal attitude on things ergisted during
recent years, as their contacts have been very infreque stated tha
he would recommend IYND for any position, on the basis of his employment with
them, as they found him to be an excellent employee, Very alert in his manner
although he was rather impatient with many of the methodse .. . ..

£ the Be W. Huebsch Publishing
ing agent that:
ment. ~He stated,
however, tha
an Assistant in the publis

43,000 per anmum,. He declared that at that
tion with Charles Scribmer's Sons,

' eved that he could learn more about, the pu :
8 +han he could as a member of a large publishing

_hin and he "taught him the rope

. of the business"e i went on, LYND!S position wag,

, “i5 authors and go over their msmscripts with him, ~ At this time
ent on, LIND!'S father was a banker in. New York City, and as |
re

B - coni1y cane from somsplace in the midwest, either from Kort
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or TaianIRetated that LYND remained witm
1920, when LYND told him that he desired to enter the stry as he tho
this was t calling in which to serve mankind a2nd society. As a resul

of thi tated,he accepted LYND'S resignation, and since this
has been associated with him on a casual basis. '

”stated that IYND is liberal in his views on th n
person oi- excellent habits and character, and of unquestioned 1'6 1
United State tated that he would recommend LYND for a position’

with the Goverrment, from a standpoint of his character and loyalty as he
knows it. yalty as he

A check by the reporting agent at the office building located a
370 Seventh Avenue, New York City, Ne Y., which formerly housed the defunc
Institute of Social and Religious Research, met with negative results con
cerning any information as to this organizatigpe _Dra LD was allecedly
d by this Institute from 1923 to 1926
£ the building, stated he had no remembrance of the Institute a

knowledge as to when they went out of business.

Company, 5 i “Avenue, New York City, N.Y., advised the reporting agent

that the f the building located at 370 Seventh Avenue, New
York City, t their files failed to disclose any information concern-
ing the Institute of Social and Religious Research or M¥r. Galen M. Fisher,
who was the Director of the Institute. Ny , , o

' Hﬁ‘ the Commonwealth Fund, 41 East ‘
57th Street, New York City, NeY., advised the reporting agent that a ch

of his record revealed that ROEBERT S. LYMD had been employed by the Fund :

from A 26 to July, 1927, as a Research Supervisor, at $5,000 pe

anmum tated that LYND was hired to work 6n an educational researc

project, and as such supervised cducational research and study of the A

methods of teaching, His wor ent on, was very satisfactory,

he resigned from the Fund on completion of the project stated t

_ he had found LYMD to be very intelligent, well educated, and an individ
of good personal habits. He stated, however, that his contactiwit

was purely professional, but as such he had found LYND to be ¢

of good personality, and more the theoretical type than prac

stated that he knew nothing concerning the political and soci

of LYND, but as he recalls,LYND was rather liberal in the days

| m the Social ":Sci’enéefiResearch :
Council, 230 Park Avemme, New Iork City, N.TY, advised the writer that D
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LYND had been Secretary and Zxecutive Director of the Council from 1927 to
1931. She stated that he resigned to accept a Professorship at Columbia

University, and that everybody on the Sstaff of the Council was sorry to see
him go. She stated that he had originally been elected to the position of:

Secretary by many Ll itizens throughout the country which make up_the

Research Counc ent on to say that LYND was an admini

of the Council, head of Personnel, and superviced various projects whic

. being conducted by the Research Council, She declared that she knew him as
an employee.and found him to be very pleasant, very easy to get along wi h,

and very professional in his make-up. L

Columbia Universivy, lew fork City, .Y,, advised the reporting agent that

Professor LYND had become a member of the Staff at their University in July,
1931, from a position as_ g tary of the Social Science Research Couneil -
in New York Cit tated that LYND is a permanent member
o +aff at the University, and draws a salary of $9,000 per anmm,
urther declared that LYND had been invited to become a member of
University Faculty on his recommendation, as he had heard of him fo >
years and known hin to be an excellent Sociologist. Since this t
declared, he has got to know LIND very well as both a friend and colleagues:
He declared that LYND gets along with people very well, is clear—cut in his
manner, forthright apd straight forward in all his views. LYND never soft
pedals anything*vvent on, and tells people exactly what he thinks
when he discusses problems with them, however in a manner which is affable.

£ graphic individua further stated. Mrs, ILynd, Professor

ent on, is also a very forcefu xtraordinary person, and make
an excellent wife for Professor LYND urther stated that LYND is.
a very busy individual and "a veritable whale for work", thinking it almost
- immoral to take a day off. Most of LYND'S work, he went on, is within® the
1imits of group behavior and its uspring", and his specialty is habits of
consumption, social ways of spending money, and problems of the consumer.
He stated further that LYND is not interested so much in the theoretica
problems of sociology as he is i: he practical application of those in
everyday life. Furthermor ‘
to the United States of America, and is not a Fascis
subversive person. He is independent in his views

h, and has a genuine, warm kind of attitude towards
1so stated that-LYND has reforming tendencies, ar

the conditions of the ing man, and especially the young
istically American nt on, and he knows of no un

and which does not harm his issociation: with other people. LIND is a force—

which LYND might have Fascistic or Commmnistic groups.
to a desperate choice between these two forms of ideologies
LYND would probably become a Commnist, he is so opposed -to .
which it stands for. - ' _ ‘ i
rised the writer that LYND'S personal habit
h. as he never drinks and "scorns delights
1o, troul
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whatsoever with the authorities of the University, although he has been
very critical at times of things happening around the University. For

instance, he was the champion whenever freedom speech was denied studen
who wished to orate on particular abuses*id not state any parti
lar instances of the aboveﬁefinite ac ion of the cause of

civil rights and liberties stated, and his temperament is to
any abuse of these freedoms, ' ' o ‘

stated, in conclusion, that ‘he would rec
LYND as a consultant with the Federal Government because of his chara
reputation, loyalty and knowledge. o

MISCELIANEOUS

From confidential informant T-1 it was ascertained that LYND is_
a wishful thinker , and at the present time many of his ideas on how to
improve the condition of people are impossible. Informant was not able at*
this time to give the reporting agent any example of these impossible views
on ILYND'S part. As a result of this, confidential informant doubts LYND'S.
judgment to achieve his ends. He declared that in his desire for social
reform LYND seems to strive for impossible ideals and situations. -

Confidential informant T-2 stated that LYND is definitely a
Wleft wing liberal", He declared that LYND sees many good things in Soviet
Russia, especially the aid which this power gives to the young students and
the opportunities which the Soviet lays before them. ' e

Informant T-2 went on to state that there was a time when LYND
used to sign many petitions of so—called "front" organizations and other
groups defending a particular freedom, but he does not sign them as pro-.
miscuously as he did at one time, T-R stated, however, that at no time
in his estimation would LYND sign anything unless he was very sure of it
as he is too intelligent an individual and too cognizant of what he is.
doing at all times. . T : -

confidential informant T-2 further declared that LYND'S desire
for perfectness might lead him at times to annoy 2 fellow colleague, but.
this would be only on rare instances and is not his general attitude."

T contidential Informant T-2 stated that LYND Had le
because he was not Orthodox in his views and had differen
the theological field afforded him.

: From confidential source T-3 the following information was re-

. ceived concerning ROBERT LYND: During his days in Elk and Wolf Basin, -
. Montana, while a theological student, LYND worked, pick and ‘shovel, W th
the laborers in the northwestern oil camps in order to reach their hearts

and minds and preach to them on the same: levels = .

.- .0n April 10, 1939 he published a book entitle
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What?". This book stated that accumulation of wisdom should be used to
better the condition of man and used %o solve the economic difficulties
of the time. In 1929 LYWD, in collaboration with his wife, Helen M.Iynd,
published the well known book entitled "Middletown", which created a
sensation in the sociological world and which has become a classic in that
field, This book was a dissection of a typical midwestern commnity which
is believed to be that of Muncie, Indiana, although the original source h
never been revealeds In 1937 Professor IIND came out with his book entit
ngiddletown .in Transition". Here again he analyzed the people of Middletc
and certain questions were asked by him as to the changes in the city du
the ten years., It deals with the labor situation, the growth of class feel~’

ing, and other subjects.

In May, 1937 ROBERT S. LYND was elected an officer in the Consumer
National Federation, which was &an alleged establishment to act as a clearing®
nouse and coordinate activities to protect the consumer. In October, 1937 he
signed an open letter made public by the American Friend to Aid Spanish
Democracy, charging that a pastoral letter of the Catholic Hierarchy :
showed "open hostilities towards the principle of popular government, freedom -
of worship, and the cooperation of Church and State, and attempted to justif
a military rebellion against a legally elected government.”

Professor LYND was further described by confidential source T-3
as a former member of the N.R.A. Consumers Poard. He was also a member
during May, 1939 of the National Emergency Conference, which opposed the
Allen 3ill of 1939,then pending, as wconstituting a threat to the civil
rights of native and naturalized Americans as well as foreigners".

In Jamary, 1939 a statement was made public by the College
Teachers Union of MNew York, wherein LYND commented on the charges made:
against the Union to the effect that they are dominated by Commnists.
LD stated that members of the Union should be "more active in widening
the base of its democratic action" to prevent such charges. This situatio
came about when three professors resigned from the Union because they claimed
it was Commnist dominated. LIND declared that this was mo time to resign
but proposed the above mentioned remedy instead of resignation, o

In December, 1939 LIND denounced a report published by Jo B
Matthews, Investigator of the Dies Committee, wherein some consumer group
_ were described as "Communist transmission belts". ’ " ‘

. In December, 1939 a letter was signed by Robert S. ITMD a
University professors, addressed to the Faculty Committee on Student Af
in the City College of New York, This letter requested that Earl Browder,:
then Secretary of the Commnist Party, be permitted to speak at the College
civil Iiberties Forum. The Faculty Committee later refused permission. '
Ten prominent members of the American Committee for Democracy and Intellec!
Freedom had urged permission also for Browder to speak at the above d eri
placa. . S Rt e
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From confidential source T-4 the following information was
received concerning RCBERT STAUGETON LYMD: G :

His father and mother were born October 30, 1869 in Cincinna
Ohio, and September 17, 1870 in lew Albany, Indiana, respectively .. HiE.
wife, Mrs. Helen Merrell Iynd, was born March 17, 1896 at LaGrange T11in

_ ROBERT S. LYND, Professor of Sociology, Columbia University,
a signer of an open letter dated February 22, 1937, addressed o MAmerican:
Liberals", persons approached to join the "American Committee for the Defense

celves with a group which has supported the progressive movement undertake
by the Soviet Union under the Five-Year Plan and the Soviet Foreign Policy
of Feace and International Understanding, and other achievements respected
by Liberals throughout the world. ST o

In 1938 ROBERT S. LYND, Professor of Sociology, Columbia Universit
was listed as a member of the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board of
the Institute for Propaganda Analysis, Inc., 132 Morningside Drive, New
York City. ’ -

On February 16, 1938 ROBERT S. LIMD, Professor at Columbia Unive
was listed as an officer of The American Council on Public Authorities, 20
Besey Street, New York City. = ~ o o

On March 4, 1932 LIND was the signer of a letter published in the
Daily worker, to Borough President, Stanley M. Isaacs, complimenting him fo
his “courageous action" in standing by his appointment of S. W. Gerson,
formerly a Daily Worker reporter, to & a post on his staff. ' This letter
further endorsed Mr. Isascd' action in refusing to dismiss Gerson from a
public service merely because of his membership in a political party.

Tn 1940 ROBERT S. LIND was one of sixty-two signers of a pamph
entitled "In Defense of the Bill of Rights". This pamphlet protested the
fact that serious efforts are being made by the United States. Government :
to silence and suppress the Commmnist Party, In this same year a leaflet.
entitled "In Defense of Civil Rights" was distributed around the campus . ¢
the University of Washington, devoted to the defense of the Communist Party
and to condemn the Government for indicting Earl Browder and Sam DoseY.
One of -the. signers of this pamphlet wasROBERT S. LYND, Columbia Universit

‘ The name of Dr. ROBERT S. LYND, Professor of Sociology,
University, appeared in the Cctober 7, 1940 issue of the Commnist
"Daily worker", as one of eight Columbia University professors
President Butler, of that University, in his "support war or i
ROEERT S. IYND is a member of the Executive
nportlsnd, Oregon Emergency Council’ for De tie’ Rights®
1940 this organization protested by a public letter when
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well known Commnist, was arrested by the Portland, Oregon Police Department,

On December 6, 1940 Professor ROBERT S. L7ID was listed as a
sponsor of the meeting of the American Committee for Friendship with the:
Soviet Union, with headquarters at 75 Fifth Avenue, New York City, Ne.Y

' , The December 23, 1940 issue of the Daily Zorker listed Profe:
ROBERT S. LYID, Columbia University, as a member of the Board of the -
nAmerican Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom", :

In February, 1941 Dr. and Mrs. ROEERT IYND were listed as members
of the™New York Conference for Inalienable Rights".

In March, 1941, from a reliable confidential source, it was learned
that ROBERT LYND was connected with the “Twentieth Century Fund", He was
a signer of the "Golden Book" prepared by the Commnist Party containing
eulogies to the Soviet Union on its Twentieth Znniversary in 1927. He was
a supporter of the Consumers Union, and a supporter of Se. W. Gerson.

In this same year Professor ROBERT LYND, of New York City, was
1isted as a sponsor of the 'Mational Conference of Cultural Liberties in

America®,

ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND.was listed as a sponsor of the. Wiational
Committee for Academic Freedom". i .

A reliable confidential source, who was well acquainted with
ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND, considers him as being nIeftist" in his views, and
would definitely label him as a "fellow traveler®. ~

From Confidential Source T-5 it was learned that ROBERT S. LIND,
Professor of Sociology, was listed as a member of the Board of Directors of
the Institute of Fropaganda Analysis, Inc., 132 Morningside Drive, New York
City. The money to finance this Institute was provided by the Good Will
Industries, Inc., a charitable organization financed by the laté Edward A.
Filene, : ‘ R

ROBERT S. LYND wrote the forward to the book entitled WRevolt
against War", by H. C. Engelbrecht, who also wrote the book "Merchants of
peath®, This book concerns the causes, conduct, and results of modern
warfare as well as the agitation and propoganda in connection with war

From this same source it was 1eérned ythat some officials of t.he
Institute for Propoganda Analysis, Inc. have been described as being given

to "Ieftist tendencies", ’

OBERT S. LOD and his wife signed an open letber to President:
Roosevelt urging democratic rights for foreign born in January, 1941, unde:
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. she has never heard Mrs, Iynd or her Tusband Professor LY Ay anyt
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the letterhead of the American Committee for Protection of the Foreign
Born, 79 Fifth Avenue, New York City. This letter protests the Hobbs
Concentration Camp Bill, the denying of jobs to Americans of foreign
birth, the activities of the Department of Justice in needlessly arrest—
ing and detaining without bail non-citizens whose status the Departme
itself pledged itself to remedy, deficiencies in our naturalization
nrocesses, the action of the Department of Justice in acting to sect
cancellation of naturalization for political attitudes, and inf
statements from of ficial quarters tending to connect the foreign born with
uFifth Column activities". iy L

ROEERT S. LYND was listed as one of the sponsorsof & meeting
held under the auspices of the American Committee for Friendship with the-
Soviet Union on November 15, 1940, for "American Soviet understanding®,
in New York City, :

ROBERT S. LYND was listed as a member of the "American-Russian
Institute for Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union, Inc." This organi-:
zation was formerly known as the “American Society for Cultural Relations
with Russia (USSR)", organized in the United States on December 12, 1926,
This organization has worked, and apparently still works closely with the
Soviet Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, Moscow ”

Russia.

The names of ROBERT S. LYND were found in the New York office of
the National Federation of Constitutional Iiberties. - o

Confidential source T-5 further revealed the names of Dr. and
}rs. ROBERT S. LYND, of Central Fark, Test, New York City, N.Y., were give
as subscribers to the fund known as the McAvoy Fund. This fund was for -
Clifford McAvoy, and was sponsored by the New York Conference for Inalien~
able Rights. McAvoy is Vice-President of this Conference, which has for its
alleged purpose National equality, protection of foreign born, civil rig
of Communists, rights of labor, etc. Prior to the Russian invasion by the,
Cerman Army on June 22, 1941, this group demanded legislation to safeguard.
the rights of men in the Armed Forces, and advocated legislation to protec
the peace of the United States. After the invasion it advocated increas
defense efforts for the defeat af Hitlerism. S gt e

Helen Herrell Tynd was a signer of the 1939 call of the T
Congress of American Rights, an alleged Communist dominated group. : She alsc
signed the call of the Fourth Congress of this group in 1941, at New York h

the &
family have the reputation of being nreds and Commnists", among the oth
individuals in the house:where they live. - Inférmant T-6 stated that altho

From confidentiai informant -6 it was‘,;;siéer:taine
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might be considered un-American, it was the general impression of all that
they were Communistically jnelined. She stated that during & strike by the
elevator operators of the house during which time the elevator was being
run by the Management, Ilr. and Mrs. LYND refused to use the elevator at all

but insisted on walldng up to their apartment.

Gonfidential informant T-7 stated that he has known t

for approximately a year. lHe declared that one day while he -and . Professo;
LD were talking about Russia, he, informant, declared that he didn't war
to have anything to do with nussia or any form of dictator or totalitarian
govermment., On his ‘saying this, informant declared, LYND began to speak more:
about Russia, stating what an excellent country it was and how jt.‘l;g_,‘,wp;k»epg'

and the people who 1ived there were very happy under the Soviets.

NEIGHBORHOOD |

T 75 Central Park, West, New York City,N

mﬁsed the reporting agent that the LIND

family has lived at that address since 1929, She stated that there are four
‘ respectivel

or, his wife, and two children,

in the i
an tated that the LYNDS are very high type’
people, and no complaints have ever been lodged against them., They are:

individuals of good personal habits, she stated, and at present Professor
LYND is a Professor at Columbi i itv, He is pleasant, easy goipgy
i the confidence of al tates, as far as she knows

tated that although the LYNDS are a friendly.sort of people, they never,
f the house at all, as both of the LINDS

raternize with the other tenants o ’
early in the morning and returning late at

are working all the time, going out
night. She stated that they seldom entertained in their home, and pay their

rent for the most part on time. _

CREDIT AMD CRIMIMAL © =

ords of the Credit Bureau of Greater N
£ the New York Field Division, revealed
dit rating of "Fair® in New York City.'

4 check of the:

York by Special Agen
that the LINDS enjoy a cre

the records.of. the New. Io'rk__,City,_Pp;,, ic
f the New York Field Division, failed t

by Special Agent
any prior criminal reco
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UNDEVEIOPED LEADS

- THE INDIANAPOLIS FIEID DIVISION

AT MUNCIE, INDIANA

e Will attempt to verify the employment of ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND
at the Institute of Social and Religious Research, 402 Western Reserve
Building, Muncie, Indiana, during 1924. This confirms the teletype lead
transmitted to Indianapolis from New York City under date of June 17,

1942..

THE DENVER FIEID DIVISLON

AT EIK BASIN, WYGHING

Will attempt to verify the employment of ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND
during the early part of 1925 by the Presbyterian Home Board, of this same
commnity. This confirms teletype lcad transmitted to the Denver Field
Division from New York City under date of June 17, 1942.

PR .
LR SRR
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

The identify of the persons designated as confidential informant
in this report is as follows: S

&

Columbia Umvers:xty, Vew York City, Ne Ye ..

Confidential informant T-2 -

University, New York City, M. Yo

Conf1dent1a1 source T-3 — THE MORGUE OF THE W YORK TIMES, 229
West 43rd Street, New York City, N.T.

Confidential source T-4 MEMORANDUM to the New York Field Division
dated February 21, 1942, from the Bureau, setting out information contained in
the files of the Bureau concerning ROBERT S. LYND.

Coni‘:.dentlal source T=5 — FIIES of the Nevr York Field D:Lv:.sion.

75 Central Park, West,

f Columbia

Confidential 1nforma.nt T
West, New York City, N.Y.

Confidential inf
New York City, N.Y., ¢
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FEDERAL BUREAU, OF INVESTIGATION

FILE No. 77=-597

;' ¥orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU
REPOR{ MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY . <0 e
!VHICH MADE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA | 6f29/42 6/24,25/44
OFFICT TOR EMERGENCY

ROBERT STAUGHTO:-LYND

SPECIAL INQUIRY

L TN

REFEREICE:

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

R o

Iynd leased space from now defunct Western
Regerve Life Insurznce Compeny, ¥uncie, Indlana, -
in 1925, ‘ias here w months according

to reccllection of] ose was for
research and writing on & tiypical" Americen
town. luncie chosen due to small percentage

of foreign element. Activity and conduct in ,
residence hotel satisfactory. Credit znd criminal.
negative, Huncie, Indiana.

-RUC-

Teletyve, dated June 17, 1942, from the iew :
York Field Division addressed to the Inéianzpolis .

Meld Tivigion.

AT MUNCIE, IEDIAMA,

ndiana, formel )
Life Insurance Company, an
Reserve Suilding in 124 and 1925,
remembers LYND well and that he was

_ intimately ac-

quainted with him et the time he was here and s
that he had seen him on occasion since he had gone

 ecplled LYND as having comé to Munci

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

) / / cexrry on research. The purpose of his mission was

-

@- Bureau

3 - Indianapolis
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t0 s tudy verious cities and towns in the state of Indiena for the purpos
of selecting onewhich ¥ould e more nearly a typicel Americen town.

_Tor this Muncie was chosen and subgequently, for ,seve:f

-statéd; LYND ¢id his research and writing in Huppie, wiiting 1
uls sociolosical study of the town. TYRD obtained his office curter

fro

———t

o ”7;‘ h e .
According to the latter, ifuncie was chosen zs the tyoical
s+ was celieved at the time to heve, on the whole,-

American tovn because it
the smezlles foreign element {Z ver cent) for its siee of any city in the.

United States.

tyve

—cheracterized Mr. LYND as an intelligent, high -
ingividuzl. Lt was his opinion that LYND had previously come from Louisville,

Kentucky, =nd that his family background vas unquestionable in every respec

At the time of his occupying space in the Western Reserve
Building, Muncie, Indiana, for the purposes of his research and viiiiiil -Mr

LYND was connected with Seribner's Hagazine in New York City an
was 0° the opinion that he was still offiliated with the magazine firm,

could not question the Americenism and loyelty of -
up. LYND, celeving him to be one rundred ver cent American in every respects

moi the Huncie, Indiana Chemoer,
“of Commerce, state at ne knew "B UND well, that in his recollection

he hod been in Muncie on two occasions for the purpose of writing.

mhe first time LYND wrote "Micdletown', and uiadletown
in Trensition® was written the second time, z2bout ten years lzter
. voth works were socliological studies of Muncie, Indiena. S0 :lar

sal A
& ew there was not the dightest cuestion in his mind regardl

[+

the cneracter, Ameifanism and loyalty of Mr. LYUD. In his opinion he was
s "nice fellow". Information filed at the Chamber of Commerce regerding thi
facts end figures of Mumcie disclosed that "Muncie was selected as the

. most- typicel American city of its size and classifisation by the Institute,0;
Social znc Religious Research of New York, in 1925", . This is’the result:
LYIND's work, o0 R e T T e P

of the Roberts Hotel, in:
Indisna, stated, on June 25, 13 2,. that he remembered Mr. LYFD but that so
far es he lmew there was nothing about kis living in and around the hd 1
which would indicate that he was other then of the high type,. good characte
individual. . He stated that if there wes anything der:ogato'ry},a‘bbnt” :
i1t certainly had not come to his sttention. . - 7 SR

-n




77-597 _ . ,

£ the Roberts Lotel,
“mneie, Indaisna, stated on une 24, 1942, that che remembered Mr, LYND as
naving lived at the ‘Hotel Soberts during part of his stay jn Muncie. Fhe
pecalled that soe xnew nothing of & cuestionable nature about Mr. LIND
wgatsoever and thet so ‘for as she knew, he was 2 loyal- fmerican, of high
type nature, znd one whom tue government could well hcve in %% employ. 7

f the ifuncie Credit Eureau, ade
2 search oI i the crecly buresu on June 24, 1942, and no. record
was founc. '

Office_of the Criminal Records Tivision of the
funcie Police Tepartment mae a checls of the records of his diyision on
June 24, 1942 e=nd found no record on the neme of LYND

*

PZFERRED UPCH CCHPLETION T0 THE CFFICE CF ORIGIK

'%
!
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

asE BUREAU ' FILE NO. . . 77-407 :

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

REFPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADK PERIOD FOR REPORT MADESY

WHICH MADE
DENVER, CO IORADO 6=-R5-42 6-18-42

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY
SPECIAL INQUI

TIME

O
ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: e
No record of a Presbyterian Home Poard at ‘
Flk Basin, Wyominge.
-RUC -
TETATLS: This report is predicated upon a teletype from

the New York City Field Divisicn concerning applicant
which stated that applicant was employed in the :
early 20's by the Presbyterian Home Board at Flk
Rasin, Wyoming. . AY this time he was a student of
theology. " :

The following persons were contacted by Agent and advised
that they knew nothing of a Presbyterian Home Board at
Elk Basin, Wyoming and had never heard of any such or-
sardzation: ;

[é} /’Zly P.everend_ ,Pfesbyterian ¥inister,

Cheyenne 2
Due to the fact that investigation failed to reveal any
record of a Presbyterian Home Board at Elk Basin, Wyoming, -
this case is being referred upon completion to the office
i — ‘-._*__,_._Off_oz‘igin,__‘w_,_m/'___V_»f‘ _A.,.,,.-,}., L M..- G B E
A y 9\ -  PEFERRED UFON AOMPLETION TO TEE OFFICE'TOE“‘OMGIN"
aroiE e o/ U A/h o7

7

Presbyterian Linister,
Denver, Golorado; . - N N
Presbyterian Headquarters, Cenver, Colorados
FRANK BLACKBURN, Sheriff, Cody, Wyoming; =~ °

Postmaster of E.'Lk_ Basin, Wyoming. -

" Do NOT WRITE I THESE seaced -

T corms oF THISREFORT )
— \,r\@, g‘[ RS

Coaw ﬁq&ﬂ
18.JULD
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ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND OEM, EHPLOYEE INVESTIGATIbNS.m&

LﬁﬂETﬁER INVESTIGATION COMPLETED AND UBEN}REPORT»?ILL BE SUBMITTED
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