FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: ROBERT S LYND




18 E‘j.j‘,ﬁ §‘
gt rad M
"M- FRSRIGA'
: ..L_i:. » mm)

}'4‘1#'
v

F220







. R OBERT SHUGHTN LOD
Bow York, lq.!fotk .

Pad Y




-l e

University, was llated as a zmber of the Doard of rectors ‘and of

she Advisory Board of the Tnstitute for Propaganda L9, Ineo;
poruted, 132 rorningaide Drive, New York City. T g

i - (62-7559-2285) %

) m m 16. 19”. m, ,s_. w’ ?war. W

Iniversity, was lioted as an officer of the "Assrican Council @

Public Affairs,* om 1010, 20 Vesey Street, How Tork Citys—

(61-7559-22653‘ R et
an ilreh 4, 1938, Professor fobert lynd, Colmida Unle
vorsity, wes a signer of a latter published in the Dally Sorkar -
s0 mrough President, Stanley H. Issacs, oomplimenting bin for ne
*couregecus aetion® in standing by ide sppointment of J. Te JWTEOD,
formerly a Daily Sorker reporter, to & post o his staff, is
lettar further indorsed ifr. Isess's sction in refusing to dlsalss
mmﬁ t:r; the putlic servics morely bacause of his semburzhip in
& political par®s  (61-7550-2248 X 20) ;
In 1940, bert S. lynd was one of 62 signers of &
pasphlet entitled, "In Dufwnse of the M1l of Zights.® This pamphes
let protested the fact that serious efforts are being zade Ly the
United Ststes Jovernsent to ailence and suppress the Cosnunist

PArtye S
(100-7049-20) - :

In this same yesr, & lsaflet antitled, *In Defanse of

“{wil Hzhte," was distributed around the campus of the niversity
of Tmahington, which was dovoted to s Defunse of the Cocmmist
Party snd to condemning the Jovernasnt for indicting Zarl Drowder
and 5mm Daxoy. One of the signors of tiis paphlet was obert 8.
tynd, Colimbia Univers:ty. ~ ' ‘

The nans of Dr. M&%'?% asior of Soclology,
Columiia University, sppesred in the Qotober 7, 1940, issus. of
Commui st peper, Daily “orksr, as one of the eight Columiie Zi-
versity Profossors wio ehallenged the "Support ¥ar or Ost
£diot,* of President Butler of that Umiversily. .

" Eobert 8. Ty
orm,wanxw

o Deceaber &4, 1940, t:ls organisation
letter when Aarvld Spring, allsgedly a wall ke PR
arrested by the Portland, Oregon, Polios Wt. LT E

(100-41598-1 p 2)
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Gn December 6, 1940 Wrms. w'u -
1isted as & sponsor of the mﬁu of the *Ameriosn Comaittes for
mm with the Jovieb ms.en,' -m hudqumn at Room 1,"

Professor Hbert 8. Iynd,
foard of the "izsrioan cau.zm :ot Democrecy and |

Freadon.® Daily Worker 12-23-40) ,
In Petruary 1941, Dr. and Mrs, bert Lymd, 45 Central
Park Yost, Hew York City uamumot:m'mua

Conference for Imnmhil Bghte.*

In darch 1941, m:m@@&&m

mmwmtmwmmn&w-maa
Century Foni®, mmumnzmmm.,mw
the Comsunist Party, containing eulogies to the Soviet Union on -
its 20th ioniversary in 197, He was & sponsor of the Cousumers®
m»m.mmrots.w.m . o ‘ -
100-14354~2 p )

In this ssas yeir, Professor Tyt of e York 4% |
wes liated as & sponsor of the “stionel Mrm on cunsauunnnn
iderties in Ansrice¥. S

Robert mew—%w'a . -pouor of e

"ti.chigan Comittes for Me m"
mbert su:n"&m'

and would annui";‘inux
Party. L
| (100-706381. P ,9)







does not: hold himself out as a Conmnmiét and who 'mﬁd deny
in the Party. - :

y - - BUDENZ advised

r ¥ of all he knew.concerning the su eat, ;

\~ dfetated this information to a stenogapher of th:ls
..,dnring the interview. s

ng 8% of. qgestiona.- He cons dered
this suhject. “Where he did not. comment’ on’
ty.dfthe subject, then it'is. se

_begause th ;
recalle d:anything about the subaect as a. :!esult of theg
b vdxat;’ he knerr. The, quest:\.ona are" as “fo i




asszm

’1‘1

'ai-i &;:i .




ENT 0 e

u-;x';._‘. ErY

¥

g}ﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁ e ﬁfr,ﬁk by TOUIE ST
I Hen U e LR APEOR SR e BIOR

v

P
SIS

T A Y s e
‘éﬁh?jp;f'ufﬁ? 11

-

g.-,, g e Soman RSBl
y veiad - T .

e 1 TR R S e T

Y ; e SRILATY egiagi il

e‘n’lgﬂ’l
min3 I S
RIS L8 TGy
lll~ SR L ICSC AT
o U

PN




'
H

ROBERT S, LYND S o

Ant.lm-,m, uumm-mnmnu&m,mm
mmmmm-,amamu,mum Cennected
Colusbia m.m-uy and with Sarsh r.m-mo conogo of nmmma‘* New

Subsequently, in the 15L0t's, Emm nnms and JACK
ingtructed me to consider LYND as a Commmist. This was equivalent te
mtmghommdorcmutmciplmoandluugnr«dmdnmu
uy entire time as managing editor ef the Daily Worker since these instrun-.
ticns were official in character. Prefesser LYND seemed to confirm these
instructions by his association with a number of Commmist frounts. ‘

Al d“FORMAT!O‘l CGNTNNH)
HEREIN IS UNGLASSIFIED
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fRobertrStaughton Lynd
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Stoughton
Staughtun
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Browning




- | SUMMARY OF MATN FILES

’
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‘In February, 1942, Lynd was the subject
of an OEYM applicant case based on his‘application™
for employment as a consultant. At that time Dies

Committee records showed that he had been a sponsor

and signer for a number of left-wing organizations,

three of which have since been cited by the Attorney
General as Communist. Yone of, the persons interviewe
during this investiggtion belleved Lynd to be dis-
loyal. Several-of his former assoclates Stated he
was .inclined to be extremely liberal in his political
views, but certainly not a Communist. c e

In May, 1950, this file was reopened and
New York was requested “to submit a summary report
of all information since the original investigation
was closed in July, 19%2. . S

. 77-15837

- The file designated below contains only tw
serials, the first of which is a blind summary memo
randum dated February 1%, 1942, furnished to the
Special Defense Unit of the Department of Justice at
its request. _ e T i o
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’ purposes of thls summary.

‘Publishers, New York C

"York City, which position he
1920, In September, 1920,“»

;nd‘ vith Sarah Lawrence Coiﬁge 'of MBronxvi'lle y _N,ew‘
ork. ) ' .

"While Professor LYND has always tried to
pose as a 'Earold Laskl radical',-I was told early in.
my connection with the Party by ROBERT W, DUNN that
LYMD was 'c:1 osely connected with the: Par'by'

"Subseq.zently, in the 19’+0's EUG.ﬂE DENNIS
and JACK STACEEL instructed me to consider LYND- as a
Comrmunist. This was equivalent to stating he vas.
under Communist discipline and I so regarded hin dur-
ing ny entire time as managing editor of the Daily
Viorker since these instrlictions were official in
character. Professor LYND seemed to confirm these
instructions by his association with a number of Com-
munist fronts.” N

This will be considered the main f"le for .

| ~ 100-76201.
BIOGPAPEICAL DATA | .

Robert Staughton Lynd@ was born September 26,
1892, at New Albany, Indiana. He attended grinceton
University from 1910 to 191%, receiving an A.B. Dégree.
His scholastic record at Princeton was under the name -
of Robert Browning lynd, but there is no indication.
that he ever used this name on any other occasior
From 1914 to 1918 he was employed 4n_the. Editorial De-
partment of Publishers Weekly, New York Ci
gserved in the United States Army , ”
vhich he accepted a position as. ‘dvertis:lng Manager
of the Book Department Charles Scribner's Sons e
lty. Su‘bsegnently, 11 1919, n
was employed by B. W.- Bue’bsch,Pu'b ishing Company . New:
rned “in September
red - the U




Theological eninary, Iew York Citj, and in iay, 1923
received the Je~ree of Bachelor of Divinity. During '
191¢, 192C, 1021, ané 1933 he attended classes at th
Yew Qchool fcr Scciel Pesearch, Wew York City. Ee also
studied at Cclumbia University intervittentlv from 192
to 1931, receiving a Ph.D. in Scotivlogy in 1931.w For:
several nonths in 1925 he lived in Muncie, Indian
do researcrh work vhich resulted in his wr ting
entitled "Micdéletown!, a sociological study of
Ze was emprloyed by the Commonvealth Fund, Yev. Zork:.
City, from Arril, 1026, to July, 1927 as a Research
-upervieo “e_was eﬂnloyec as Secre%ary of the:i.
Social Science Tesearch Council from Hovember, 1927,

to July, 1031 ané¢ by Columbia Ynivers‘ty fron July,
1931, to June, 1¢42, as Frofessor of Soclology. Eis-
atnlicatio“ for emvlovment by CEll shows that he was
hired as a Consultant by CPA. This applicaticn also
shoved that he had resiced at 75 Central Park Vest,

Tew York City, znd wvas ~arriec to Zelen llerrell Lynd.r.:

77-15837

Eelen '‘errell Lynd is the subject ofa -~
Security lfatter - T case vhich was opened by the New
York Office in September 1948 and closed in Tecenber
1949, This file sets forth numercus affilistions é .
activities on her part with Communist front o*vanizations

100-357382

.....
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Robert Staughton lynd, 75 Central Park West, New York City
associate of Sir Bernard Pares.

"lho'a Who in America", 1944—45 s 1dent1£ied Robert Staug
Professor of Sociology, Columbia University, as born on September »26,«1392,
New Albany, Indiana. A.B. Degree Princeton, 1914; B.D. Union Theological::
Seminsry, 1923; PhD Columbia, 1931. He married Helen Merrill on ‘September.3
1921. Editor of Publishers Weekly 1914~1918; Advertising and Publiclity fi
the Book Department of Charles Scrilmer & Sons, 1919; Assistant Publisher
Huebsch, Inc. 1920; Director, Swall :City Study - Institute of Social and.
ious Rssearch 1923-26 Assistant Director, Division of Educational Researc
Commonwealth Fund 1926-27, Secretary, Social Science Research Council 1927-31:
Professor of Sociology, Columbia University, 1931 —; Trustee, 20th Century
Fund 1938 ——; Field Artillery, U.S. Army, 1918; téllaw in AAAS. Member:
American SOcial Society; American Statistics Associat:lon- American Economics .
Association. Co—author (with wife) of "Middletown®” -~ a at.ory in contemporary .
American culture, 1929. Author "Enowledge For What® 1939. Contributor to
sociological and other publications.

The Credit Bureau of Greater New York indicated by report dated -
January 10, 1945, that Robert Staughton Lynd maintained residence at 75 Ce:
Park West, New York City and 320 Charles Street, Muncy, Indiana: He was
married to Helen Merrill and had one son, S%s c:a.ig Iynd. He had lived in
New York City at 75 Central Park West, a cooperative apartment, since 1928,
cams to this city from Muncy, Indiana in 1926.

The indices of the New York Field Pivision reflected the fo
Communist Front Organizations vrlth which Robert Staughton I,ynd had be
- assoclated: .

AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR DHOCRATIC AND INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM, Exacutive Bo‘
. Executive Committee, 19413 - B

AMERICAN INVESTORS UNION, INC., Board of Directors, 1941; = -
NATTONAL CONFERENCE ON CONSTITUTIONAL mems N umam, Sponso
RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, INC., Spomsor, 1941; R
FATIONAL EMERGENCY CONFERENCE, Sponsor, 1941, T CL
NATTONAL BOYCOTT AGAINST Amsgn NATIONS, Spensor, 1941, S

Petition or couucn. FOR DEMOCEATIC AND INTELLECTUAL annou to Discont

‘Dies Committee, 1941; . -

NATIONAL SHAREGROPPERS WEEK (3/1~8/42), Sponsor; .
CONGRESS OF AMERICAN SOVIET FRIENDSHIP, Patron, 1942; = =
mnom. COUNCIL OF AMERICAN SOVIET ansnry, Sponsor, 1943.

— - )




Confidential Bource’'T-l reported that om January 31, 1946
Lynd contacted Bella Gold for an undetermined purpose. 7T-1 also re
Benry H. Collins, Jr., subject of & Hstch Act--investigation by the

Field Division in-1942, asked Bella Gold for an introduction to ;
that Sonia Gold )Xisted Robert Iynd, Columtie University, as a referen

Civil Service épplication. T-1 indicated that Robert Lynd and Be
1ynd, members and sponsors of the ‘National Council of American Sov.
and the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, were listed in the
!‘.pO!'t of 19410

The "Deily Worker® of Qctober 7, 1940, nda re
of Nicholas Murray Butler, then President of Columbia University, who shortly
previous to that date had directed an open lstter to eight Colmnbia Univers:
professorsrequssting that they support the cooperative war effort of the Unit
States governmsnt qr resign their positions with the university. Rabort
Staughton Lynd, Professor of Sociology, was one of those named. o

The *Daily Worker® of November 12, 1940, listed Robert Staughto
Iynd as a sponsor of a meeting of the American Commitiee For Friendship wi
the Soviet Union held at Manhattan Center, New York City om Hovember 15, 1940

The “Daily Worker® for November 19, 1940, listed Bobert Staug
Iynd as a sponsor of a,conference to protect "Democracy in New York Schoo
This conference was uhed to combat the investigation of the Rapp=Coudert
aittee which was investigating Communist activities in the !low !ork Bducat
Systen.

The "Daily Worker® for November 12, 1944, nma Iand u a
for the Madison Square Garden Rally hsld on November 16, 1944, unde:
of the councﬂ l'or Anr:lcan sor.ht rm:ldship : 7 £




-

Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom
obtained at the office of ‘the aonmittee, the Ezecu-'

Sociology, had been active in thé advertising ‘and
publishing field; Assistant Director of the Divi-
sion of Educational Research, Commonwealth Fund, v :
1926-27, Profeasor of Sociology at Columbia University
since 1931; served with the Field Artillery United
States Army, 1918; member of a number of scientific -
gocieties iIn the field of socioloqical anthropology,
economics; author; residence addrcss ]5 aentral Park“‘
- Nest, New York atty‘ o S

“ Io Qourcc repertcd
- New York report 1-28-41
Re-

. Tity, Internal Securzty
100-7063-19
(16, 5) -
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An employment record for Bela Gold which was
obtained from the records from the Civil Service Commissio
Department of Agriculture, WPB and FEA indicated that'from
November 193k to May 1935, Gold was employed by: :
Robert S. é Columbia University, assisting in‘e
and social effects of the depression study. From June 1935,
to September, 1935, and June 1936, to Septemter 1936, Gold
wvas again employed by Professor Robert S. Lynd, assisting in
preparation of Dr. Lynd's book "Hiddletown in Transition"

Washington, D C. report 12-209h9
Re:"Bela Gold, was. Sophie Gold
Sec. Matter - C." o
100-3¢5891-2 p..3

(not listed on search slip)

T-6 (mail cover, residence of Bela and Sonia Gold
3007 Pershing Drive, Arlington, Virginia) advised.that during’
the first 6 months of 1946, Bela and Sonia Gold were in -

frequent contact with Robert S. Lynd, Columbisa University.

L o SR e o, 5-17.35,
Re et splonage’ - C) advised that

Rober was a member of the Board of Directors'
of the American Russian Institute for Cultural Relations vith~
the Soviet Union. -

The literature of the Bill of Bights conferenco
for this literature not indicated) held on July:16: and;I?
1949,-reflected that Robert.S. Lynd of Columbia:University
vas. a sponsor. As an outgrowth of the conference:¢
resolutions were passed which parallelled:the Comm ,
platform adopted by the Communist Party in 19%8 g L

Snpr epagenlo
1, 11)
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. 1In. 1946, Confidential Informant T-
advised that Henry Hill Colline made inquiry
as to whether Robert Lyhd was tikekind of an :lndiv
vhom Collins could say he, Collins, was a good frién
Bela Gold. Gold stgted that Lynd was such an individual
Henry Collins advised T-l1 and Bela Gold that he was inter
in ®"foundations" and nnderstood that Lynd knew the "deal
on foundations. .

Henry Hill Collins was appointed Executive Director
in 1948 of the American Russian Institute.

] Fo source reported.
- ) Supra, page 11l
(1, 11)

Personnel records of the War Production Board
reflect that on December 7, 1943, Gold was transferred
from the Department of Agriculture to the WPB where he =
received an appointment as Business Adviser. On Bela Gold's
Fo§m-57 executed in October 19#3, Gold furnished the rollowing?
references:

Robert S. Ignd COIumhia Uhiversity- Bensis Liker
Department of Agricnlture- Dr. Herbert Schimmel staff )Y
War Mobilization snb-Comittee* Be.nry E.. conms, stafe. d1F
of the above committee. S :

, Snpra _page'16‘
yab O
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Becords of the U. S.-Treasury Bepartment &efloc
that Sonia Gold was appointed Associate Economic Analyston’
August 25, 1943, On a Civil Service Commission Form-
executed at the time of the Treasury Department employment,
Sonia Gold listed a number of references 1ncluding Professor
Robert S. Lynd, Columbla University.

Supra, page 20
(1, 11)

-
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The "Daily Worker" for February 12, 1937, c ntaf‘e_
an article entitled, "Nine Resign from Trotzky 'Defensell;

Open Letter declared that while the Trotzky Defense Committ
was ostensibly formed in defense of certain princiﬁlts o}
civil liberties, its present activities could only bé inter=
preted as "political intervention in the internal affairs-
the Soviet Union with hostile intent." Prof. Robert S. Lynd,
of Columbia University, was among the 60 persons who signed
this 1etter.

-'-.'..'"‘-- .o

"Daily Worker" 2-12-37.
?%57559-120 X

- A similar article appeared in the "Western Worker"
for February 22, 1937, in which a list of the signers was..
also set forth. In this article under the list of signers...
appeared: "Robert S. Lynd, sociologist, Columbia Uhiversity,
author of ‘'Middletown'."

61-7559-1260X
(7) S




»was sponsored by the fCouncil for Pan-American Democracy®.

vrhich letter wag sponsored by the 'League of Anerican m'itera'

sacnrity Matter C.¥

The State Department persoiméi rileo ‘
name of Robert Iynd, Columbia University, Nc' York.
as a reference: o Rty

May 11, 1937). _ R

2. The name of one Robert S. Lynd appears as a épbnéor on the
program of the Fifth National Conference of the "American Committee for
Protection of Foreign Born", held at At.lantic city, New Jersey, llarch 29-

3. The name of one Robert Iynd appears as a signer of an o
letter to the President of Brasil to save Luiz Carlos Prestos, which lette

R

be 'me name of one Robert Lynd appears as a signer of an open
letter 1o rorner Secretary of State Cordell Hull and the Pan-Lme:ican ccnre

RS

The program of the “American Russisn Inatitn‘be" .f.or its dinn
and presentation of its first annual award held at the Hotel Pennsylvania,,
York City, on May 7, 1946, listed one Robert S. I.wnd on the Board of Directors:

'In a pamphlet pnt out Yy t.he "llationnlb Council of American-
Soviet Friendship, Incorporated,' in 1946, one Professor ‘Rbber
named as a sponsor. " ’

=8=49, at Iashington, D. c.,
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' ’ Columbia University, was listed as a reference by}
n his applicatiqn_‘f'or Federal employment. ...

~ was invited to attend a party at the Polis
.-, delegates who attended the Cultural
" Peace at the Hotel Waldorf, . . °
T committes
_ March 29, %, 1941,

Rold

. . ’ No source reported.

Washington, D.C. reflected the following concerning Lynd: -

"American League Against War and Fascism Signer of Sta]s’te’ﬁeﬁ‘t”

against Franco Spies, (Daily Worker, May 11, 1937 p.l.)"!

"Lynd, Robert S. _ S R
: American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, Sponsor,
Program Fifth National Conference, Atlantic City, N.J. March 29-30, 1941;
nCouncil for Pan American Democracy, Signer of Open Letter to the President
of Brazil to save Luiz Carlos Prestes (New Masses, 12/3/L0 p.28); :
"League of American Writers Signer, Open Letter to Secretary Cordell Hall
and the Pan American Conference." o

Peppassy

The program of the American Russian Institute for its dinneran
presentation of its first annual award held at the Hotel Pennsylvanis
May 7, 1946, listed Robert S. Lynd on the Board of Directors. .. = -

In a pamphlet put out by the Nationsl Council of American Sovie
Friendship, Incorporated, in 1946, Professor Robert S. Lynd was named-
sponsor. :

advised on September 4, 1947 that Prof@is‘so:'.'; Robert S.
was a spoasor.lo the Agerican Ccnqittep._fgr' Ingosla'vﬂ,g‘eﬂ;i ’

dvised on April 27, 1949 that Professo
: ! C‘oppulat '
“and Scientific

ARG

“wife as sponsors for th

>
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entitled "Propaganda Study Is Aim of Institute"
" of the Institute for Propaganda Analys:Ls ’ 132

conducting scientific research and educatlon in the methods by wh:.cli pub
opinion is :.nfluenced. oy -

The officers, according to-the announcement, included as President
Hadley Cantril, Associate Professor of Psychology, Princeton Jniversit
Vice President, Ernest O. llelby, Dean of the School of Education, Northwestern
University; Secretary, Clyde R, Miller, Associate Professor of ...duca.tion
Teachers College, Columbia University, and Treasurer, Robert K. Speer,. Prc
of Education, New York University. The Board of Directors included Cha.rl"
A. Beard, historian; Robert S. Lynd, Professor of Sociology, Columbia. Univers:d
Kirtley Lather, Professor of Geology, Harva.rd University, and James 'l‘. Sho
Professor of History, Columbia University. - :

Tt was stated that the Goodwill Fund, Incorporated, a charital
corporation, financed by the late Edward A. Filene, had given money te‘ithe
Institute which hoped to become self-supporting through the sale of
newsletters and through donations and contributions.

news clipping.

617559181227 i
(1) .




