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u- “Black Boy” Not cot

Picture Of Negro N hert.

It seems that T've lived In Ames- E::;
jca a million yesrs it's only a life
time. It seems that T've dwelled lease
in the slums 33 long. that. too. is ~ cil it g
but a life time. It seema that I've wi i
known intimately. 8 zillion black parer
boys and girls there have only
been those that 1 have met in the woul
.chtual extent ol! mﬁr age, oveir this 1 .
thirty years. — n all my expen- the S & . Mg, - ’
ence as 8 black Amencan. Tve on Ti SRRy SR
never known 1 black child like pg c
the portrait Richard Wright paints et
in his recent book ~Black Boy." Cra

uBlack Boy.' like "Natve Son,” v
{s a problem noyel. Its purpose is |

the depiorable condi- PF

tions under which our child ir
exist, thereby stimulating correc- ¢
tive measures. The objective is
fine. 1 hope it works, but “Black
Boy” does not represent the avers
age lite of the Negro child in
America

On nearly every corner on ou
neighborhood there was s taver
As s child 1 remer’
wdrunks" staggering ;
heard their vile is
never saw a an;
the placet or 7
at the open
had develop




Hawkins, Rev. Russeﬂ

Called UnAméncan

nuey LD"g I'TBISEU

Colored men and women formed part of & tense picket
Hne outside of Philharmeonic auditorium Monday night, dem-
gnstrating against the use of the hall by Gerald L. K. 8mith,

leader of the America First movement.

Despite the picket line, however, and desplite numerous

piotests to the management from
prominent individuals and organisa-
tions, 8mith was permitted to speak

and to make unsubstantial, fascist;
charges befoere wn audience of 3,000,
BROOSEVELT DENOUNCED

‘The America Mrsters  declared
-that Rev. Clayton D. Russell, pas-
tor of the Peoples Independent
Church of Christ, is guilty of un-
American  activities. The mame
charge was leveled aguinst August.
¥. Eawkins, Los Angeles Azssembly-
man, co-author of the Calfornia
Fair Employment Practices Com-
mittee, and ageinst Herbert Sorrell,
actor.

The late President Roosevelt, Sec-
retary of Commerce Henry Wallace,
Charles Chaplin and Langston
Hughes were among thoas also de-
nounced by Smith,

Roosevelt was accused of want-
fng ta be president of the world,

Wallasoe was niked why he dldn't

run for vice-preslident under Jee

Swlin, and Charles Chaplin was

cited a4 the heaviest contributor

t» the Communist party in 1922
DEPORT CHAPLIN

8mith recommended that Chaplin
be deported, and this suggesiion waa
greeted with loud appisuse by the
audience.

—Langston, Hughes, well-known
poet, was declared to be the type
of persoun who should not be al-
lowsd to appear on & oollege cam-

pus.
Smith, in speaking of his paet, -
openly bossted of his smsockation
{Continned on Page Twe)

NEGROES .I IN I"le

Onide ta the secretary -
members of the Califor
and senate demanding
diate release of Lieuts.
Bhirley Ciinton an-
Thompeon, now under
rest at Coodman Pield
Ky. ‘ %
The officers wers
their refusal to part
o crow move e
officers from the p
elab. Thompson and
are Log Angeles boys
known throughout U

the War Department !
QOol. Selway, the trout
affair, nppesred tc
that the War Denx
mumm
stlon, -
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lack Boy is the autobiography of the youth of a 37-year-

old Negro numed Richard Wright who, in 1940, wrete
Native Son. That novel, which pluced Wright among Amer-
fca’s most gifted wrilers, was a bitter, fictional nccount of a
Negro's revolt against the life imposedona Negro in the North.
Black Boy (Hurper, $2.50) is u bitler, true story of u Negro Loy's
struggles against the life imposed on his race in the South.
Richurd Wright wus boru on Missinsippi planlauun und

l'l-n'ﬂ'd h) a funutically re |lanun Liumlmnlhc r. . of the

‘cb

Photographs for LIFE by GEORGE KARGER

A Neg Ero \:Ll:l_&fs a blw autobio«raphy

things that huppened to him could huve happened 1o many
boys brought up in dire poverty anywhere. But Richard was
more sensilive und articulute thun most. lle was also bluck
und brought up in the South. This is whut makes Black Boy
not only a brilliant sutobiogruphy but a pewerful indictment
of u custe system which is one of Americu’s biggest prohlt-ms‘.'

Un the following pages LIFE presents a picture-dramati-
zulion of Richard Wright's Black Boy. None of the uctors in

ll-l*‘a story haw }m\ connection w Il ir idcl 4 iy the lméa
a “ connuu:n oM upl PAGI

-vfi i ‘U.
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P ) Acting Head, Criminal Division w' 143
‘ ) bp - John Edgar Eoover - Director, Pederal Buresu of Investigation
o RICHARD WRIGHT |
Attached for your information s a copy of a letter dated 4

IOI Aii together with photostatic copies of enclosures, received from

care of Genaral Deli Lo
Docp care oy vary, los lngelu,.calirornh. This letter has
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Los Angeles, California

Dear Sir.

. . l . -
Federal Burean of Inuestigation < s -z |
Hnited Btates Department of Fustice (;-_‘I‘CD:«? -
Washington, B, q. ) o
R v
uly 20, 1945 - 4

F

This will ackncwledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945

with enclosures,

The material
I want to thank Yyou for

In the event
to be of interest to th

which you have submitted has been carefully noted, and
Your intcrest and courtesy in writing to this Bureau,

You receive additional information whiceh ¥you believe
e FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate with

the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of InVestigation, United States

Department of Justice,

900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

ONTAINED Very truly yours,

IHED . Ta. [/

%9;/.1:1_ Jop,n Edgar Hoover [, )@
Director

» - ,

/W’/S’?z/é'd«}v?
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c,o !ﬂ‘ll Delivery |

Los Angeles, California

Dear Bir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945,
with enclosures.

The material which you have sutmitted has been carefully noted, and
I want to thank you for your {nterest and couwrtssy in writing to this Buresu.

In the event you receive additionsl information which you believe
to be of interest to the FBI, I want You to feel free to commmunicate with
the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Buresu of Investigation, United States
Department of Justice, 500 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

VYeary truly yours,

John Edgar Boovu-
Directar

ALL INEDRMATION CONTAINED
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” Mr. James M. Mclnernay ARD CORPADENTLL
scting Bead, Criminal Divisiom July 6, 21945

John Edgar Noover - Director, Federsl Bureau of Imclti.;nuu

. f)

RICRARD WRIGHT

Attached for your informati of a
June 18, 19.5, recelved from
los Angeles, California. _ :

This matier is being referred to you as a mtter of
possible interest.

CC: Assistant Attorney General Eerbert Wechsler, War Divisgion

Enclosure T-

TN
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. f;! —EA /
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il %RDQ L RAL ERE% O INVES TigATIOn
T e JUL 11 1945
. £E 2
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. Cofley
L Mr. Glavip | o .
R e - : s on Koa f'?'/
. Mr. Rosen_~— - - - ' \ —
. Tracy - ¢ 3
. cu'sor. |
r. v b
r. H.erc‘.:r ¢ . N
. Penningtom_ L
fr. Quinn Tamt — - - e ——
ﬂukﬂta:éy '%__J
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4436 Hall Btreest,
September 27, 1945
¥r, J. Rdgar Hoover 1
Federal Bureau of I;vestigntlol. ﬁ’:L..’iﬂ'FnDh’?-f?Tfﬂ"‘.] QQN.MI
¥ashington, D, C, kaiif‘; fs i -f-_-,_r..";._.\‘ NED
Dear Sir: /’ A‘Léz‘rwfjr oF
I kave looked over the book*Rlask Roy", supposedly
e¢alled Richard ¥right, and
I

written by a‘negro
Published by Earper & Brothers, New York City, o
sonsider this dook to be very racially inflammatory.

The publieity given to thias book during the last few months is scareely
less tkan amazimg. A while baek (I 4o not know the exact izsue, but believe
was durizg Jume, July or early August) the book "Elack Boy" was publicized,
with vivid pieturization, in "Life" Magazine; and im September 29tk {ssue of
"Liberty"” Magazime, there was a sondensation of the Dook~-~with special men-
tiom om the front eover of the magazine.
By strenge iromy, this issue of *Liberty
of the racially inflammatory book

" whieh sontained the eondensaticr

*Blaek Boy"-~--displayed on the front eover
of the magazime the pieture of a returning United States soldier greeti
: salute, the Etatue of Liberty in New Yor

k Rarbor, ? v

Grantimg that the megro called Richa

rd Wrigkt actually wrote the book, it
4 is my opimion that a1l the publieity givem tc the book 18 being financede-eit:
| by eome persom or organization--fc¢r propazanda purposes: to fam  the flame
r of dissension and seditious discontent. How Hitler (if ke is yet alive) must
:"Z, lavgk, and laugh,,. ' czm, Lj ],// o - 02 ;-/
- I would 1like to believe that my surmise is

Qiﬁ‘orréit; but the evidenee, eor
cerniag all the publicity given to thie book, Rmeacspidly refutes any such
wishful tkinking. I might alsc add that the book has been advertised irm local
Bewspapers amd--I presume-~im newspapers of other eities all over the United

Etetes. I am rememberimg tkat the plan of evil dictators and theiy indoetri-
nated brood is--still--to "divide and then sonquer."

"n

LR L e’ &

An offering tkie suspieiom, in case you should deem 1t advisable to investi-
gate the book and tke financimg of ites extensive Publieity-~-{and the end does
not appear iam eight),

.y

All loyal Americans, I feel pure, are grateful for all the eplendid iofk
done by the P.RE,I,

P.R.Y, i.-. ée#-nfln- = -

tectling and eradicating erime. With best wishees for
the continghtion of your most valuable activities, I am r—-tﬁ
) }’T | Nt -
‘f}j% ,:ﬁsof 3;} RHHORDED Bincerely,
L ) . ; . Pd
? JL\’_\} P ‘0 \ND ‘[.3'“ \
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o Assistant Attornay General T. L. Caudle Cetober 4, 1948
S ROEDCrininal Diviston

c/ww John Edgar oover, Director, Pedaral lu.rcn of lavestigation

Ve o KCERD Mmoo - '\V

e —

\ Attashed fo- your {aforxation is
Beprember 2/, 1945, receivec frog M
ialles, Tems. -

This letter is buaing referred ¢o Jou &8 & mtter of Poaaidly

Enclos

00-dssigtant Attorney Genersl Merbert Rechsler
Wr Diviglan '

oA i ' M
CoERre—" AL INFORMAH%SCIOFE%AINED |
= Y " HEREWISUNCLASSIFIED __ y'd
= . . DATE X;KZ&Y%an 7
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October ‘, 1945 PR Y
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ALL INFORMATION oo
HERE'S 1S UNIC: Asyrps ER

D, e “U OATE £-26.7 75 SN
e Y

This will Scknowledge receipt of your letter dated
bpt-b.r 27. 19‘5.

The eon
Wt you to know that Jour interesd And oourtesy in writing to this
Buresu are very much Spprecisted. Alsc I want to thack You for the
Sox,lizentary resarkg ooncerning the work of this Bureay,

In tas event you receive fdditionsl {nforxation which you
beliove to be of intersst to the FRI, I want you to fesl free to
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; O]ﬁce Memurandﬂm * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
!.,/ . ‘ . ' -

TO  :  nirectar, FEI o DATE: - June 18, 1946

- l_ 7‘/

_} FROM .SAC, New York . .
' sumEct: ¥ rycaarn mamiANTRL WRIoHT; | ' U
SECURITY MATTFR - C b1
Reference is made to the report of Special Agant.q .
- New York, June 18, 1946, wherein it was set forth that the subject
ia pressntly in France where he intends to remain until September, 1946,

. In view of this fact, instant case is being reopened and P R
placed in a pendinhg inactive atatus in order that the subject's residence
and actiq‘t_m.m. be checked upon his return to the United States.

ALL INFORMATION CoNTAINED s
DA SUNCUASSIFED s, /g2 /5 el =0

DATLz . 21 by iR e
7 _Z%_F:M/;,_\ 20 g
P

P

JUN 20 1948
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RICHARD NATHANIEL WRICHT =

ey e |
- g ’ (:"" E I (51 ’,‘

./ ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.
m&lomcmma-r XEX YORK - NI ruewo. 200-41674 VH
| morxoms | spsps  efsazasis L2 61¢
™ O { e o

v
* -
e

-
-
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SECURITY MATTER = C

DETAILS:

York City,

¥Elack Boy®,
date was unknown.
. for France sround May 1, 1946, and it was beliewed he would return to ihis

country in September of this year. The resson far the subject's trip was not

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

’7— " W
AP A
Lo L4

where he resided with his wife, This file also contained s letter
dated April 14, 1946, wherein WAIGHT advised he planned to leave the United -
States on May 1, 1946, for a period of three months
for this trip was not given in his letter. - :

At the present time he is

Subject, negro, resides B2 Washington Flace, NYC.
¥ree lance writer, presently warking on novel.pcEN
Left U.S. for France, May 1946, with return sefro.
for Sept. 1946. Reason for trip unknown,
9/4/08, Ratchez, Miss. Broks with CP due to
Lailure to recognize and desl with problems &n. "
society. : : . T ACENCY/EL

REQ. REC'D_7-&

W
oY 3 L

pEC'D I

-?P. -

Bureau File 100-157464 . ,
Letters to Bureau, 2/26/45 and 4/A7/45
Bureau letter to SACs, #28, 1946 Series, 3/12/46
Bureau letter, 5/7/45

The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street,
Brooklyn, New York, reflected that as of March 2, 1946, the
subject’s address was apartment 3, 82 Washington Place, New

¢

-1n ??mce. ”'I‘he reaat?nb1

xt telephons call nad

it was asce 8 sub Jec

o € was o
writing a novel, but the campletion M
It was learned that the subject had left the United States

== B -8 T
— 7 A ,/:)(,'H IS Fehd= 2 §f_ .
[-. WW: el — é;_gi“.-- K ¥
's pur =4r X N cERTAINED
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- As previously reported, the records of Selective v-rvice
Board #178, reflected that the subject is negro, and was born September
4, 1908, at Natchez, Mississippi. .

A review of tha file of ths subject reflected that he iz g
BEgro writer, who previcusly wrole for "New Masses™ and YDaily Workerw.
In addition, he had published five novels concerning the fight of the colored
pecple, besides writing skits and stories in a similar wein. He wrote two
articles for “Atlantic Monthly"® for August and September, 1944, entitled
*I Tried To Be A Communist". The theme of these articles appsared io be
that he broke with the Party because they were unable to recognize hinm as
8 friend. The srticles did not seem to sttack the Comyunist Party as revo-
lutionary, but attacked it because of the failure of individuals in the
Party to properly recognize anddeal with problems in society.

The indices of the New York Field Division reflected no
further information concerning the subject, .

-2-
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Presumably in September,
sscure the subject's

reason for his trip to France,



| [’V SAC, New York September 8, 1048
Dinoeor, !C'DBI
RICHARD ¥, WRT ORT
SECURITY VATTRR - ¢
Your offige 18 instruoteq to follow the Sotivities of the instant
Subjeot §n the Communist f1g14 olosely upon hie return from France, Continmn
mvoatigntion, SVery sffort should be made to obtain admisgible ovidence tonds.n;
© prove the Subjeat 'ty membership in, or affiliation with, ¢ Communi gt Party,
In the event you are unable tq d Op such evidence, furt T consideratien
Should be giygn the ldﬁnbnity of cancelling the Ssourity Ingex Card on thi,
individua),
100-157484¢ b,b
rb
' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |
Y R LT B UNCLASSIFIED
[ E'"D a DATEg. 2.5=8/ BYW‘/‘%
I?l:‘.mun ’ & ﬁ‘ P i 946 P-M - ) /,
‘L,'xlﬁgfﬂ_—‘—-—-‘,“ﬁ‘ﬂ PERFN 0F jevpar Qv at
=T . |
= e | S /
P — A ., :/j&.— :_/ d y(
q"“*%...,a i 1946 7]# REDDRDED | F L 1. -
S ) S1 sip & 148
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e Memorandum + vnitep states coverNMENT

»
X v Director, FEI DATR: February 19, 1947
B FRPM ?é §AC, New York S j
L ok, & - fy
— UNECT:  RICMAPD NATHANIEL “RIGHT PN V¥

i Y e SECTRITI MASTPR = C b'v

Bureau file 100=157464
Refersnce is mo ursau lettar dated September 5, 1946 and to

the report of Special Ageng dated June 18, 1946 at WNew York in
the above entitled cass,~ rlll

RICHARD WE ‘ﬂIf‘H'l‘ left the United States for Pranoe in May 1946 and
at the present t:.me. it is not known when he intends to return to this ¢ ountry.
In the February 1, 1947 edition of "THEZ LEADER®, an anti-Commnist mblication
of the Social Democrats appears an article entitled, ®AN INTERVISYT WITH RICHARD
WRICHT®, This is a translation oi an article under the same title that appeared
recently inWDIE WELTWACKE", a weekly journal published in Zurich, Switserland.
WRINHT was interviewed at Zurich concerning Negro problems and expressed his re-
sontment of racisl discrimination in the United States,

Inasmich as no information has been dewsloped indicating Communi st
>tivity on the part of WRIGHT since he severed connections with the Communist

&
Party and further in vlew of the fact that he may not return to the United States
for some time, thic case is being closed unless the B:reau otherwise directs,

In view of the subject's past activities, it is believed that the
sacurity index card in this case should not be cancelled.

YL _ | '

¥D o~
100-41674
MTD:" /b g /5'7 Vé/ —— 5_3 8/
IND I H—i s 3
E‘X‘j]; 2V o 91 .a47
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()ﬁ?ce Memorandum - vNiTED staTES GOVERNMENT
B ;= ’

-r! : Director, FHI DATE: January 19, 1948
rﬁu_ } SAC, New York
g

sup;adf.” RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT; WP

SECURITY MATTER - C bz

(Bureau file 100-157464) \J. o A‘DA

A review of instant file reflects that aince subject's severance of

his connectiones with the Communist Party, and his public criticism of its
policies during 1944, he has not engaged in any

Commnist activities; that,
infact, according to information sutmitted by ” subject
was definitely not of a Marxist frame of mind as indicated by ¢ eritical

cannents he made concerning conditions within the Party.

In view of the foregoing ¢ircumstances Bireau avthority is requested

tdrma €rom tho mrarneaTVT ot d ow o

thie tire for the cancellation of the security index card maintained on

subject by the New York Office. W :

)-3r-9§

s
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.. 100-41674
- RECORDEp /_f _f- -
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ENINNERAE SRRy
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BAC,

Direct%,' ?oIrk

RICHARD KATEARIEL WRIGHT,
SECURITY ATIE: - €

Your Mle 100-41674
In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card

relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file,

‘®Q l . . .
100-157484 - ALL INFORMATICN CoNTAINED b"
—— gga.;:.us UNCLASSiFIED

i TE&&&BY&‘[%

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
MAILED 11
% FE3 3 1948 PM.

N FEDERAL BUAEAU OF HIVESTIGATION
v — U. 8. DEPARTIRENT oF JUSTICE
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{J Derogatory

z !
. . . pare
S ip e a - o 61380
e . L :'-' " "w IFORMATION f, o 1
i FROM: -
&ecior, edoral Durean of Investigation _ W
N T e—— DATE OF BIKTH OF DORTH . - )
é MRIGIIT, Riehard 7 - 9/_ ) ? i ’
e N . d %ﬁ_ﬁ
5 Anses o gAANTS RACE =
ADORESS o op— EMPLOYER
TYPE OF INFORMATION DESIRED CITIZENSHIF STATUS NAT. CERT. MO MARTAL STATUS
[ Al information

BAME OF ORGAMIZATION

HEADQUANTERS ADDRESS

REFLY

[ Material attached

[0 No record

NAMES OF LEADERS OR SPOKSORS (R AFFILINTED ORGANIZATION
0 Ne derogatory information
D Other

ADOITIONAL INFORMATION

CHECKED &Y

‘-?:)

8. 5. COVEANNINT PUINTING SFTICE  33—@0T74-1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

{m T g
i

__I_D__ Pagl(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indidaicd _ownlain this deletion
a Xpiamn tns deletion,

[J  Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to vou.

[J  information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

O

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[j Document{s) originating with the following government agency(ies) CW‘J LH }
Rgtney , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

| NP SIS I N P N - S VR,
X duvibtu Ul avallapllivy UpAHl T o
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Hnited States B'epartmznt of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Mashington, B. €.

Liataon Office
heldelberg, Germany  CONFIDINTIAL

Date: Jaumary 8, 1952 SEET - ABY COURIER b‘b

To: John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Buresu of Investiation

Mrom: Georze A, VanNoy

Subject:

=L
A /
URITY MATTER = : - C bb’1°

Attuched far the Burexsu's infromation ahd for the information (
e two copies of a report dated

the Legul Attache, Paris, France A
December 4, 1951, prepared by Region 66th CIC Detycopent whith seta \' v
out informatior furnished py ¢r\'\/ Q:_{\u
Ry
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. & Decober 1951
Regien X, G5th CIC Betasiment, AP0 32 §5 army  Pile: IX-Foi?y

he Amsrican Seciety o ere and Publishers {(ASCaP)

o) oomposer grours wideh L3 mentioned 4n the course of
sonversstion, ated that, ot the Line when do firet planmed bis rip
sbroud, the goups hed besn very seeperetiw 4n alding his and had prozised

an sdvanee puysent on royulities e tide ever SUKE until Ghe saxt period of
rirelty payments, (SUBJLCT stated Ghut She oFrancezsrt $s for the soxposers
, 50 put all sollection 8f Fonnlities fnto the hands of the ausicians Sroups and

ther these groups pey monthly alletaerts S0 the ocapossrs; these a}jotoents

are dependent wpon She payncat @f Foyaliies for arrvangecants by the socposers

Sut & deyosit is Peteined and o Ffund built wp o assurs Payaents over &

perivd af Jeare when the acsic eaxposer 4s ae lsager popular,) Suddenly, &70
on the day prior to the departure dute of SOLTSE, the tk was To-
Selved but was nrither the mount precised sar nqucsm SCURSE Pf. r
‘otated that he tried to £ind sut why there hed deen o sudden gt in the ¢
sttitude of the group; be was 1014 that the Busic groups saw no Pesson wiy pmt’
be should gome over-seas, and there Rad beer & hesitancy t5 allot mongy to

hiz t0 be med for & trip st the tiar, BOITST surpected thut such was due

$o the fact that be had sacplained to the "Shive House” &n & peresons) letter l
sbout soce subveraiw activities of the groups to which he belonred., SOURSE
Sleted Shat 4t hud seened 16 hin Sat LoYNIVY, Mustind of ene of the Andrex
Sisters, had pude & great effort to "push’” mpe cazposers who were Russian

ond others who were vary pro=aczw.ist, BSOLTST $» of the spinion that funds

paid to Rusriun somposers as suth was avery good sover to transfer dollar

eredita to the Soviet government; he Furtder sald thet he had writien & Jostter

$o the Wnite House silling attention $o the preferential treatnent given to

Sheae pro-Camr.unist mezbers of the composers. 4 lot more #f the mme tenor
ollowed,

-

hen SOURSE stated that after sesching France he dad wsed the Aperican Express
89 & millny address, Purihersore, he hud asksd one (1) of the Prerch girls
ho worked at the dmerican Express o give personal attention s mail so
that 4t would be forwarded to hiz on & planned trip to ROIZ., arrived
4n Prante 4n Jyne, went to in sugsur, ané had been An Puris com
tinuously since Scplanber,) steted Shil he had arranped o meet the
girl and to auke & financiul srrengeoent with her en Non'.y, 26 Novecber 195);
bouever, on Fridey or Saturddy, 23 or 24 Nov §1, Richard SRIGHT et held a

(eontinued)
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__mesting af & fellership erpunisstion of Ameri et o

¢ or Nttty
1 m ase ot the dnvitation
4 snd re Buw

2
%

*Hy
L1
W

™

. !k. . :.' . -,o.“

ﬁ”ﬁ T Ehe fald EOURCE 41 u o T JJeREh BacAn exployes of Lhe American Expresa,
o4 | .

=~ -3 @ the tenor of L eonversation which hed been

- 3_-' Sermrelly sriticel of the Averices

solicier, pacial and foresign, BCUASE ex-
Pressed Sl opinion thet WRIGHT, who Rus publicle reveoked Cersunist daurings

40 43 auch & sommunist as e over hud bnn--i:;d that m':?'.?é’;"ﬁ}z

Ssxt to Rie Sarly en Nonday morning,

.".‘l‘ (1Y
S XF¥R

vy o @stling was & @ i t . she did mpot |
Seleny but Mud only e out of dof uu “
% o éun-d o ‘L e o srance sted that he \

26 Nov 31, and etated that 1t would be
. fapoesitle £ keep the plahned appointaent with BOURSE as *sonething”
. e hed goxe wp, teled thit ane of the persons at the seeting had probadly
I-z.:“ Sald She girl w0 aveld iz besause of $he fact that he 45 sonsidered & "stool-
P pigecn™ Lor anti-pubversive persons. €id not know whog this ®uls have
- Soen bot suspected that Ricrurd FRIGHT would Auve been &n an $de.) position 3o
% do this a0 WIGnT was & trlmmai and Nro, ROPESIN and at eme 1
A~ Sime kra. RBFSON hud agked belp 4n getting & seript sald ot the -—T‘D-
- 3 Sorner Foothers Studie, 8 taken the seript 4o and offered 4t to the )
=2 Warner seript departannt but had Deen ®1d that "be sheuld ptick to writing er
e @usic and Jet the Red elerrnt alome,” p
— * stuted thet T/3GIT fud mude & piclure in South Americe ¢arly this year R \,
. Since has lost & lot of monej procoting & dunce group, WICGHT hud asked
L5l o srite sore aus & nes shor which WRIGHT wanted t0 do 4n epder
"'\) secoup his fertuns, was 87 She spinion thmi WICHT,ooAxd sho has kept
o \, gﬁo F e:ht.:sc::;ghmdwvu off I'»:ak r:;r:‘l.u;;efr;: A:::lc:n ule;. does not
S © & mecelve w sried gooperation ® reh or ricens who are re-
] 2N 5 é"“”" their US eitizenship and working in Prance, " SOURS: 4s of the epinier ~
‘—33 7 - at the seme peroona who attecpied to block his trir abreasd have marned the
PN = w
_ N a
Pt~ o

'"'r

g

- @ethering any information whick would reveal their activities, Arong
discoveries which BOURSE made wis that his Busic was being played 4n

nce and that the Fremch apencies had Deen puying royaltisp do the American
ciety of Cocpasers for wwenty (20) geurs in his uceouni.*upidud
st his trip 0 England wes 30 spend the romndties which eould not be

frec thut eountry (in excess of twenty-sight (22) pounds sterling).
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vergive elerants in Paris to soteh SOURSE'S pono?:d eontatts and keep hix I
o
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h &= hgs,, BUCON CON 2 1 = CIC Central Mile
3 = CIC Contrad Begiotry d e Reglorn IX File




« @ . ’ -._’ ’ .
. '.. . O‘o C Q
L 801 @€t & Dot 52; Beg 1X, G6th CIC Dot;

- s g ‘
e i s ST, =< v YT

. r ves
1 @ire of the Amarican Kxpress Conpary, Parls as several tines,
L

Bargely bocsuse he Dus mot puid his rent; he gave the @Planition that ehecks
* Were sent $0 his fres s US on 0ehedd)s but tise pariods exseeded amount of
 @ash an hand o0 that SOURSE wes foreed to meve often; Afterwards be would
- Gatth up ®n the bills when his ghecks arrived, . .

2, SOUPST ssamed siacere and wunded such pore ssherent Shud the written re-
Port ssmo 0 Qndicete, SOURSE veluniesred the infermatien, eaxplaining thet he wa?

- . seeklig soney ar any rexunerstion but wanted to do his patriotic uty,
.. One L.ing seaned strange — that wes the ant-Sezetic thoe of his stetezenta, b?D
e SOURSE yeferred to Col, MCCOPNICK a5 & ®grest Americar® and expressed
Ao, AETOVEl 0f the sditeriel Bolisfes aof thit section of the fzeric.n press, Dér
s SOURSE seemed to be wel) varsed dn the sttachaert af warious pereons to o
- Corc.unist groups and prezieed that any proof af the stetecents or suspicions nr
P -y which he @ould sblain would be gledly given to Military Intelligence,
- . - . ) ‘
= 5. Depuwrtoent of Veterars Affairs, US 48, verified thut there 4
P 8 record of mwu pecord wil) be searched
e for inforrstion, .. -
;; i &. It &= poseidle Lhat™OURS. suy have & "sental quirk” wiich waldd account N
N for the sttarpt af the Socliety of Coryosers to keephiz 4n Arerica. Yet a
o word w the Pasppert section would have atcomplished this, Intriguing mstter
e and the inforxation goven reference 429 ties 4n with the origim) Snforsstlon,
Tl
&”-
o & = H3s,, TUCON COX 2 1 = C1C Central Pile
-~ 3 = CIC Central Registry 3 = Begion IX File
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BAC, New York (100-4167)) Pebruary 19, 195:
irector, FBI (100-157h46L) . 2 S :
Il "RECORDED-39 / | .

- + RICHARD WRIGHT ’
¥ 8ECURITY MATTRRT: @ C

Transmitted herewith is a 00py of & letter dated

Jmuary 8, 1952, with enclosures, from the Bureau's Liaison L’
Office, Heldelberg, Gormany, 7 c

This 1s for your information,

Roay: —— -
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Liaisopn Office

Heidelberg, Germany LDNFWHAU

February 4, 1952 SE;(T < ARVY COURjEx
Director, pp;

ot

NCO-AVERICAN FELIOWSH1P aaw:]*_
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ o

N

Attached\ for ¢ Bureau's information is one topy of \lL '
& Region 1X geth LiC : ary 3, 1952 pe- ! t,
garding tne apove is one copy of ( \\
iX, re- &

ted vany
&ttuched

No further action is ¢ontemplated in
CiC but any additionay Anformation
L forwerded,

this matter
which may be re&qive

by ‘
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Region 31, AEth €30 Cotachment, AT §T, W Amey  FX-P-S1
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. 3 K ) .
O I Jece-r 3551, the fellowin: Inferxation echceruiag FUN(T war giwn:

The FUSCi=KTRICAN FEILTM!-IP O} T" war or acised plunrt entirely by °
{ Plchare VIT'T, Aericas writer, L hoarieur Lo Prince, P75, dravee, Sanecistel;

* after the war (&0 11), sn? war e.pm0erd &6 be & @ponecredp for youn; writers,’
artiett o poete w'o were studests fn France, WZITHY, whooe worse sre widely
fusd In Prance an? ha'e bees Lranzloted fatc sort Zurcrean Lan~uates, wart
susxpel ¢ bre the "Patlroa ef ArL” o9 arran’e seireer an’ affair: that wers to
be internrtion:) in claracter to effect the $ntorfuction of the Anerican: and
Lnir French eyinterparte. Sttt dnce-tion ¢f th- rrcup, WRITTT 8¢ the
®avsrex:at o7/ iles Enes (Fmes/CaXsvivee, 23 *Fale YT a7, av BL/E1.02TT)
were vory friend)) sy 67 o younciters, particdarly ths auric erowt,
ea~¢ t0 Mhey Inety/ WRIGHT met 2oy of the Jom sterr ma? {avite? th»s W Us
affsire thet tha)t 2NLiel TTI00K FRILANTCIP OF TT sponsored, #act ar drnees,

.'_‘!-';._':': * . weritadr, Nl“-ll"!. av ecentall pertier. Toan 8t R2:t tLe, Pevwrr. ¢f Un

' etadestr arde Flaterentsz € the effect that the gr.o war Pleftirt® o the
L"_""—-. R asture of 4ts discurzicar 82 that the marrcar we fefende? the levach e
. S - Srrican conce-~t of Nenocrucy were netl piven the g=e Mrarin=r gt the "Txistan-

i‘ . " © o Slonaliete® and *)lef\” pariisane. Qeny ¢f the socind affairr vere f5llurer gud

fatsr fosnarinlle €n the Yasl wear) mrst af 1o Aaerirns Studdacta. €hw FTulacas
WY F YWY - RIAWAA SW Wers P T GTES 1 Wwr s we W te e & pEmwwwe ) W

—~ - . .-—.-"
k -'{l Crevi™ (identifiel ‘or Ansricany e ore tewricete a0 R4, $arehe’] Plan explaywer.
A o ¥Slitary (TU7T) pexbers) have cempletely awided the WII'HT grca® 80 one
—— thet S0 pore "2eft® thas mct, The principal me Dere of the ¥/iyi=a 04N
- o . PT1IATVIP A UF Rave Loea Sdaatified ss Pichard WTIIT; Juy/LIFFOCT, vetired
e syicon O tozs (221cial, o~of atcvt I, AT Poe QUiRNy, F2%i7, Francer) (fou)

ricar Taprers eztleyee ) Pol}y/” TR, Marrican Saprecs Cowmany; and
JIPTid, Sounter of the [ irtantionslin® hotcseot, lately there bat

T Be:n 0 BFAC Potwers Chw Chet Jofz Ferrcnnel onf the WA/ T group tecsare
fa_— = W37 testef thes (the Che: fee: Cruao) for his mcvie Fastive fon®, w.ich wa:
- made in fosth Aw rican and tha €id mot employ oy of the. S0 [ . R
oy % 1 VINYT and Bir g bave besa the tar~ets oF stiacks froz eod Ja 2P TAL LTS, -
o= 3 - goun: gerve writer wo S5 8 stelent da PATIC, haviag ecxe oversa 8 schilarshiy
: ;lnn E‘lw Amrricen Futlicidas Corperyre ‘IY attacke the hatrel Lhaxet

'I

S0 perontmate "Pncle Too. Litersture JoL'wCe” wten the @y Bat ecae for a aore

o ‘ of the V17207 writinse and the atte Pt of the FiANCO-F.TICAY PEIV"M 3T G \F
Opealistic an? maelytical” aprosch ¢ t'w Ans-icad Segre fyodlm, . (re)
i
b

S

BR2E ¢ 20 recezter 297, SN -c w10t £ v 2, W TS SO
LR Ei & ®ov Mvin- ot lol Crystal, 35 kw 16, son2il, 14717, Prance, wluntrervd uvp"_
2 . Z 2 folloving infervation 40 suirtance) (continwed) 4’
.y ¢ .
g‘i & § Aefig. O 00 ¢ 3 = C: Contrsl Fils "y
?;of 1 « CIr Ceatrs) Mog. . .3 = Bor. 3T #3520
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51 . is mot the ce-e with WRIGHT

- wﬁduld be boted that whereas RIChARD WRIGHT continues
- maintain an anti-Stalinist position since his expulsion from the
CPUSA, be has wittingly or not been serving Communist progendsa ends by
frejuent contributions to neutraliat publications such as L'Observateur

- md T ey I o
= particularly by hils inzistence on portraying abrosad only the ssamy

side of the rsce guestion in the United States. Whlle flirting wdth
T toism and Ssrtre-iém, he has waintained a position, so far as the

Best-West iimt is iiiiiined, tantamount to ' & plague on both your
houses. with WRIGHT has been close, and although

1 t §1a poss elr nolitical rhilosophies are much allke,
\ e ackgmund 88 well as his writings indicate the
IRET & discreet tie-in with the Stalinist camp itself, which
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A reviev of our files reflects that a securtty-type
(pinvestigation was conducted during 1943-19468 on a Richard Naothani:
~F¥right, who s identical with the captioned indfvidual, Fright—

was born on September 4, 1908, in N.tchez, Mississippt, UNe

claims eight years of elementaory school educction and professes
"7  ezperience 0s ¢ novelist, playwright, poet, and newspaper reporter
In 1935 he worked on the Federal Writers Project in Chicago ond
#old articles vnd short stories to magazines, JIn 1937 he worked
on the same project in New York City., At that time Ae alaso did
some work for the "Daily Worker” and became a contributing editor
of the "New Wasses." PBoth of theme publications have been cited
Gs organs of the Communist Party by the Special Co-mittee on Un~
American Activities, Report, Jonuary 3, 1939.

(.'100-157454)
Oon March 21, 1942, Wright's name appeared on the list

of the "Comittee to Free Eorl Browder,” which mca published in
the March 21, 1942, ilssue of the "People’s VYoice." The "people'’s \
Yoice” h.s been cited by the Caltfornia Committes on UneAmerfcan |
Activities, Report, 1948, as among the publications Jound "to be
Communtat initicted ond controlled or so strongly influenced ac“
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0 July 28, 1944, the New York "Serald eundY pudlish
an article entitled “Negro Article Criticired Reds s Intelercnt”
ta shich Fright wus reported to have stuted ALt Rig Communiat
Rarty membership roughly covered the period from the lattsr part
of 1932 or early part eof 1933 to 1940, end Ats ecrly esseciciien
with the Communiais in CAicage was bdroken {n 1937 when, A said,
v he was "ejecied” from the Porty. PFright stated that ke was rein-
J stated tn 1937 ead mainicined ¢ relationship with the Party matil
1940. Hovever, ¥right's mome sppenred Srequently tn the "Daily
Porker” duriag 1941 and 19€2. Fright was reported to be a menber
o/ the American Conmittece to Save Refugees as of Narch 6, 1942,
axd on Septembder 18, 1942, Re was listed os ene oS the officers of
the League of American Friters edvocating ¢ second froat fer Ruro;
The American Comnitiee to Save Refugees has been cited as &
, Communiat froast by the Special Cemmiitee on Un-American Aetfvities
Eﬁ ’ Repaort of Norch 29, 1944, and the Lecgue of American Friters Aas
h—-.-p

' been cited ez Communist by the Attorney Gemeral.
A S (t=2; 100~1374u4-5, 13)
The August, 1944, iasue of the "Atlantic Nonithly"™
! -~ published an article entitled "I Tried to bec o Communist®™ in
g which Fright discussed Als earliest erperiences as G Coaxuniast
&, — Party menber in Ciicage and touched wpon the probleas he faced
R in trying to present his own $decs to the Parity. As c result,
L considerable publicity was given Wrigit's articles in the "Daily
/  Worker™ mewspcper., In his column entitled “Wew Times,” published
$n the August 6, 1944, tacue of the "Doily Norker,"™ Benjarnin J.
- Davis, Jr., resferred io Fright and to what Re colled Fright's
K "public and whclly unjustifiable attock on the Communiats,™
Dovis referred to Fright’s claim of withdrcwing from 'the Coxmunist:
tn 1540, and caked why Fright waited until 1944 to make Ata
break publtc. Duvis inquired whom ¥right wcs trying to fmpress
ond tndic.ted that Bright’s ctititude was ¢ form e/ super-leftiax.

Fright was clossified cs 4-F during ¥orld Wor II becuuse
of o severe psycho-neurcsis. His interest in the problems of the
Hegro wcs almost an ebsesszion. (100-15?464-15)

Fright left the United St.tes for France imn May, 1946,
and there ia mo indication in our files reflecting thct as
ever returned to the Unjted Siud

g s




An tnétutdual who Fiuves $m pPorts, France, aduvised in

Lecember, 19551, that sright regataed his Tnited States citizens iy
and lived off his bo.k rojalttes from Lpericarn sales. Ke r:Portcd

that he had attended a meeting which was ¢ "Communist front¥ and

which was generally critical of American polictes, racial and
Joreign, .his meeting was atiended by ¥right and {t was the

Conmunign, Re waz2 g8 wuch @ Comunist as he Aad ever been. §

informant's opinion that even though #right had publiely t;&gfnced

LR 200-177)6L=31
o - %n Decenber 16, 1987, X
\ that the JFranco=imerican Fellewship Group was organfized almost
~entirely dby Richurd kright, American writer, 1k Nonsieur Le

.~ Prince, Ffaris, Jrance, immediately after Jorld ¥ar II, end was

!
i

suppcsed to bde a sponsership for joung writers, ertists, and

entified scurce reported

poets who were stuuenie in France. At the time of its ergonizatic:
/¢ several of the atudents had rade staterents to the effect that
the grour was "leftiest” in the nature of §ts discussionge. Accordi-

to tne inforrant, ~right and his group were the targets of
attacs<s fron ene Jares Baldwin, @ young Negro writer who was @
stidenrt In FPoris. bBaidwin attacked the haired theres of the

Fright writings and the atienpt of the Franco-American Fellowship

Group to perpetuote "Uncle Tom Literature Hethoda.'ﬁzjﬁiﬂ
' (7o S. arry; 100-157/6)-3.2) ot
tn Decerber 10, 1951, an American citizen, then
living in Faris, advised that her niece, who was a situdent, had
been inviteu to join the Franco-A.erican Fellouship Group by
Richard aright, who stared $that the group was composed of
"militant persons™ fnteres.ed in the wel’are of the axerican
hegro. nccording tc the in;orrant, the niece attended one
reeting o/ the ergurnization ard comre to the conclusion that
despite tts denials of Communism, the group eapoused the Com-
muni st Party line as the girl had kncwn §t in the United States,
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In snswer to your Ingutry set forthr in
reference Ssomnunication, we Mave no objection 8o
your furnishing tnformation previossly furntshed by
88 concerain; Richard Fright, Providing that we ere
% Ro way Indioated es sAe 8okrce of the tnfermation,
You sre further aduteed tAat the identity of the 3
Sources Sfurnishiny the Information eontained in our
Beaorondun %0 you cannpt de divalged, '
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NOTE TO SAC's (.'Mcago,én dngeles, Nobile, 8nd Jew Yerk:

For the ssststance of all afftees rcoﬁnug
- coptes oy tnstant comnunioation, there fa attached @
eopy o/ a eelf-explanatory memorandun doted November 20,
1953, which was received from She Depariment as well
a8 & copy of the petition filed Dy the Atiorney Seneral
with the Subverstive Activitiea Conirol Board seekiag
to cause the registratien of the captioned erganization,

Bureau files reflect tRat each oS the
individuals referred $o tA the sttachnent ts well knewn
to the office in the area in which Ae 18 belteved

restde,
E/i N In the adbsence of any inforaction IR your
b el Jiles which would mcke such sction ¥madviscble,
H % Burecu cuthority ts graonted $o oonduot the requested
e tnterviews.
e In wiew of the distinct possidslity shat

the hearing relaiive %o she eoptioned organization
besfore the Bubversive Activities Control Board will
commence in the mear future, tt 18 desired that #he
results of your ectton tn Shie regard be submiitted iIn
memnorandum fora suftable for disseminaiten to dhe
Department to reach the Bureau mno later than
Decemder 17, 1953,
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'jf"a l""‘.*‘MIc_Bjﬁq WRIGHT CAeC,

. prige & w
E_ ;;555 ¥ i
‘ . N 355 Reference is made to your specific request for
bene [o .25 information reflecting captioned individuals defection
= y < Zd from the Communist Party.

G
; ﬁ%g A review of our files reflects that a security-type
(9]

Investig;&éon wia oonducted during 19,3-19.6 on a Riechard
YathanleY 'wright, who ie icentical with the captioned indl-
vidurl. Wright was born on September L, 1908, in WNatcheyz,
Missisaippl. Be elaims gipght years of elenmentary school
educsticn and profeesses experiente as a novelist, playwright,
poet, and newspa-er rerorter, Tn 1935 he worked oo the
Federal Writers Project in Chlcagec =2nd sold articles and
ahcrt sterles to magazines. Ir 1937 he worked on the same
project in Yew Yorx City. 4t that time he also did scme
work for the "Daily Worker" ard became a contr-buting
editor of the "hew Hassesz." EFoth of these pubiications
have been citec ae orgars of the Com-unist Farty by the
fpeci.l Comrittee on Un-American Activities, Report,

% Jaruary 3, 1939,

On March 21, 1942, Wrightt's name a-peared on the list
f the “Comzittee to Frce Farl Browder," which was published ir.
v he March 21, 1942, issue of the "People's Voice." The "Pecple
n Voice®™ his been cited by the California Comaittee on Un-Americs
fetivitles, Peport, 19.8, as among the publicutions found “to b
Communist initiated and controlled or so strongly influsnced as

to be in the 3talin solar system" ‘\“-\’
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Teisen Fote: USIA requested additional information

:f:;in-':]‘lichar ight in connection with USIA employes
.*USIA specifically requested informatlo ~4
- fection by Wright i -
Toty Orig. USIA ]
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i ' RICHARD #RIGHT _;é:m____._,‘

Bornt “September I, 1908 /
Watohos, Kissiesippl
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In response top’ your name sheck request, you ars
referred to P8I invntigatin reports shad agency
in the case entitled "Richard Fathenie ight; Internal
Beourity ~ C" furnished your agency on Ustober 25, 1944,

eoncerning ths gubjest of your name sheck request.

- g .
Transmitted hecewith 1s an PBI investigative Ly /
report in ths easge entitled "Richard Nathanlel Wrightj
Becurity Matter - C" gonceraing the subjest eof your mame
sheack request.

R

t

.

On October 21, 1542, Wright's name appeared on the
1lst of the ®Corritteec to Fres Rarl Browler,” which wag
ublished in the March 21, 19,42, issus of the "People's Volee.®
o "Poople's Yolce™ has been oited by $he California Committee
n Une-Armerican Activities, Report, 19,8, ag among the
fublications found "to bs Communist fnitiated and eontrolled

r 8o =§rengly influanced as $0 be within the Stalin Solar
ysten. '
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ublished an article entitled "Rugro Artisle Criticisel

Yolson ods As Intolerant” {n which wWright was reported $o have
= :,f:?___etated ¢that his Communist ?if'%‘i??‘bz'ﬁj‘ihi? roughly oovered /
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the period from the lattsr part of 1932 or sarly !u't of
1933”:0 19,0, and his early assoclation with the Cormmunist

n Chic was broken &n 1937. I:m:, he enld, he was

-‘A-&n '-.-,.- “;A -ﬁ‘h -&-‘-4‘ ‘k-t h ues T
Yod SR wye Iua.ﬁul- SeRuy
$atated 1n 1937 and malntaines & rolat!cnchip uth the

froquently 1n the -3:‘:’“&& ¥ during 1901 ana 192
quently o .
Wright was reported to a nmm%ﬂcm
Cormittse to Save Refugoes as of March 6, 1942, snd

on Scpterder 18, 1942, he wrs listed ag ons of ths officers

of ths League or Adrmerican \ritors, sdvocating a second front
for Eurcpe. The Arvricen Comittee to Scva RHefugees hea been

attad aa a Cormamist Pramrm h' *hn an!.1 Fm‘tt‘n am m_

- W & wWAAW

!."l-._..
3.\ Anerican Activitios, Report “of March 29, 19!;1;, and the
- Lea~ue of American Writors has been clted by ths Attornsy
. Goneral of the United Statos pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

£100~157L6) =5)
The Ausust, 19.7,, 188U7 o7 the “Atlantie r.onthly'

. 1ished en article entitlec ™I Triecd to be a Corrunist"
= n which Wrisht dilscussccd his earliesat exporiences as a
' cocmat Party menber in Chicago and tonchod the
- wraohlame ha facad 4In t!nﬂm tn mnnt his fAans tn tha
Farty As & rosult conziderable publicity m van Hrisht'l
- articles in the "Dan Worker” mwzgn s colum
entitlod "Fow Tirmos,” lllhnd Augut 6, 19!;4,
$ssus of the "Dally Uorkor. Banjarin J. Davise, Jr.,
referred to ¥right and to wbat he ealled Wright's "ptmu.c
and wvholly mjustifiadle attack on t$he Corrunist.® Davis
referred ¥rightt's claln of withdra from the Corrmunist

in 1940, an! asked wulyy Wright walted mntil 19 to mako his
hraal publie. Davie fnguirad whenm \h-lnhl— wae trvinge ta ireorasns

and indiutod that Hrlg:t's attitade was a fornm or lq:or-
loftimn. i

wright loft tho United Btates for France in MNuy,
19,6, mmd thore is no Indication in our files reflect
he has ever returned to the United 2tatos.
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I’ An individual who lives in Paris, Prence, 7
adviged in December, 1951, that Wright retained his
United Btates citisonsghip and lived off his book royaltiea
irom Amsrican sales. He reported that he had attended a
mooting which was a "Communist front" and shich was
gonsrally eritical of American poli&ies, racial and foreign.
This meoting was attonded by Wright and 1t was the infornantts
- W opinion that even though Wright had publically renounced *\
N A, Commmism, he was as much a Comumist as he had ever been.{n\

O S (001574

QF ecoa&-’:!-*%;’)l)‘isl. another Governmental
N\ agency conducting intelligencc investigations reported that
X the Pranco = Arerican Pellowship Group was organizsd almost
VX entirely by Richerd Wright, American writer, 1 Monsieuk
~J gle Prince, Paris, France, immadiately after World War IJ,

15, and was suppossd to be a sponsorship for young writers,
Li .artists, and poets who were students in FPrance. At the time
+. of its organization: several of ths students had made
L statements to the effect that ths group was "Leftist" in
the mature of its discussions. According to the informant,
Wright and his group were the targets of attacks from ens
James Baldwin, a young Negro writer who was 8 student $n
Paris. Baldlwin attacked the hatred shemss oI the ¥Wrightts
writings and the attempt of the FPranco -i#srican Follmr%np
Group to Perpetuats "Uncle Tom Literature Methods.® w

On December 10, 1951, an American citisen, then
1iving in Paris, advised that her niecoe, who was s student,
had besn invited to jein the Franco « Amsrican PFellowship
Group by Richard Wright. who stated that ths groun was
composeu o "militant persons® interested in the welfare of
thL: Areriean Negro. According to the informant, the ntece
attended ons meeting of the organization and eame to the |( \)\\
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sonclusion that deospite 1ts denisls of Communisn, ths group

espoussd the Comrunist Party lins as the girl had known it
L in the United States. ﬂ (100-1571;&,_-32&
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he foregolng nformation fs furnished to

&8 the result of a request for an FBI fi1, ehnck and &,

Bot to De constrned &8 a clearance or g nonclearange of
: the individua) involved. %his information 1g furnished
£ for your use and shogid not de disseminated outgide of
' ) Jour agency. .
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on July 28, 194}, the Rew York "Herald Tribune"
published an articie entitied “Kegro Article Criticised Reds
. as Intolerant™ i{n which Wright was reported to have stated
that his Communist Party memberahip roughly covered the perioc
froz the latter part of 193c or early part of 1933 to 19,0, ar
his early assoclation with the Commurists in Chleago was broke
in 1937 when, he s:id, he was "e jectcd” from the Farty. Wrigr
stated that he was re-instated in 1937 and maintained a relati:
ship with the Party until 19,0, However, ¥right's name appear
frequently in the "Daily Worker" during 1941 and 1942, wWright
was reportied to be a member of the Amerlesn Committee to Save
Refugees as of Mareh 6, 1942, and on September 1E, 194z, bhe
was listed as one of the officers of the League of Ameriecan
Yriters advoczting a second front for Furope. The Amcrican
Cormittee to S8ave Refugees hag heen eited as a Comrmuniat
front by the Special Commiitee on TUn-American Activities,
Report of March 29, 1945, and the League of American writers
has been cited as Comnurist by the Attorcey General.

The ‘*ugust, 19,4, isaue of the "Atlartiec Yonthly®

putlished an
whichk Wright
Party member
irn trylng to

conaliderable

article entitled "I Tried tc be a Communist™ 1in
discussed his earliest experiences ap a Comzunist
in Chicago and tcouched upen the problems he faced

nrasgant hizs own 1dena to tha Parte, iz & waault

- - - & e W 41 WA il A PR

publicity was given wright's articlea in the "patl:

worxer" newepaper,

I his eolumn entitled "New Times," publish:

in the August 6, 194k, issue of the "patly worker,” Benjamin J.
Davis, Jr., referred to ¥right and to what he ealled Wrightts
"public and wholly unjustifiable attack on the Commuriists,”
Devis referred to ¥Wrightt's e¢laim of withérawing from the Cow=-
rmmnists in 1940, end eskcd why Wright walted until 1944 to make
his break public., Davis Inquired whom Wright was trying to

fmrnwasn ard IindAlicotsd that Wnichtla attitnde wuas a FfAarm af
amprese anc i 2L LThRAT Rprlgatie astilituce was 2 I &4

svper-leftism.

Wright left the United States for France in ¥ay, 1546,
and there 1s no indicstion in our files reflecting that he haa

aver returned to the Urnited States.
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An individual who lfm in Paris, France, advised in |
December, 1951, that Wright retained hir United States citizen~

ship and lived off his book royelties from Ameriocan sales, He
reported that he had attended & meeting which was a “Commmist
front™ and which was generaelly critical of Amerigin policies,
» pacial and foreign. This meeting was attended by Wright who had’
' publiely renounced Communism, but he wa= as much a Communist a&s
\ . he had ever been, ¢ . -t

N On December 16, 1951, another Governmental &gency éon=
~ -  ducting intellipence investirations reported that the Franco-

N American Pellowship Group was organized almozt entirely by

A, ‘Richard wWright, Ameriean writer, 1l Monsieur Le Prince, Paris,

‘6 - Frangs, irmediately after World War 1I, and wae supposad to ha a
>« . sponsorship for youn; writers, artists, and poets who were stu-
RV dents in France, AL the time of its organization several of the

students had made stetements to the effect that the group was
¥leftiet" in the nature of its discussions, According to the
informant, wrirht and his group were the targeis of attacks from
one James Baldwin, & young Negro writer whc was & student in
Paria, Baldwin attacked the hatred themes of ths Wright writ-
ings and the attempt of the Fransc-Amerlcan Fellowship Group to
perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Methods,” {L(\_O

On December 10, 1951, an Americen citizen, then living
in Paris, advised that her niece, who was a student, had been
invited to join the Franco-Amerioan Pellowshlp Group b{ Richard

*

- "

sons™ intere=zted in the welfare of ths American Negro., Accord-
ing to the informant, the niece attended ome meeting of the or—
ganizetion end eame to the econclusion that despite 1ts denials
, of Communism, the group eapoused the Communist Party line as tiw ‘
l girl had dmown it in the United States, {u) ﬁj

The foregoling information {s farnished to you as the
_pesult of your re uest faor file eheck and is not to be
saonstrued an & elaarancea or & nonclaarance w Individual in-

volved, This Information 48 fwrnished for yoir use and ghould
not be disseminated outside of your agency, '
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TCongress of S-halars of the Hemro vorid”, sponsareq Uy the lefist d,g-7
7y Préoctice £hyiciine, i3 soheduled $o tae plece in Paris Sentember 15-02, AR,
993 Rk FJIEN, AocTien nexo o the Exesutive Comistee of Al
the Preseine A-c..ele and foomer Jaronist Purdy noober, believes P Ny

t, tiroih £ caveoul solertion of the Aserdcar Delemation 4o tae Al
Conzreas, e leftict tendons’es £7 the Conpress sen be postotiazad,
Mre PIGEXE], Polivizcel Adviser in tix I'rexch Mizistry, of Overcces
. Territor.es, believes the frporatse o the Soazress shinild not e
uncerestineted and that every etiart should be pede 40 Lresermve
the oriectation of the Présene £0=2:xine to the West.

.\ o, B
B

The Présen-e A'=ionine, vhich desorives itses as a Dultwwl Reviev of the Biack
World®, 1s a bincocHly mulliation, now £ §t2 oceventh yeer, Tle founder and publisher
of the Présence ATrizelne is M+, Aliome DIGF, e rether libere” but strenpiy Cotholis
necro, formeriy e res.aent of doter vut aow ldving io Paris. Tie orientatioa of the
articles €peering In the Préscnce Africcine eppecrs to be dofinitoly tp€ic lelt.

'Atne CESATRE, Caxrmist Dont) fra- ibhiinicee and 8 poet, end Rend SIST, o Hotden

and alleged t0 be ¢ norber o the Commnmist Perty, are Loth contributing nombers o

the Carxittoa for Poescnte Africaine. Oue Carxitiee members in:ivde:” A. ADAIDE,

S, 0. BICCNV |, &, BIYDDI, A. K. EJ3L., B. D'TIT, B, FLIL, A FRATLII, i Faulin JQACHTY,
J. KI, Scagat XU0, D. WUDCSST, Dlcal WVIDSGY, INUGAT, GWOL, Ray AUTRY, A, SADTI,

and A, WALE,

Ifxe Endessy has beon informmed that Presexe Africaine for ¢ tine recelved a subsidy
fran the Frenth Goverment ulhich wes subaequently discontimued boceise of the le:jéi;;)

arti-colonia) and generally msmi?.e ncture of 1ts editarical policy.
ler. bers of
The December 1955-Januery 1¢5° issue of Irenenze Africe re mr~icd, emong &
sdvertisenents, "An Appecl to Black Uriters &xd Armiists, prinuca ‘n both French end

Enzlish, whish constitsted an open fnvitetiom to Fess of scoiars of the Begoro
Vorld, schedded to tale plece in Paris, Scptecler Y0-22, = ion Ybore
= as. A

tle names of eishtecn peonle aamurising the Dieovtide Cawitice or uin C
mincozrephed reprint of the invitation, =00y o uWhi ¢h X3 Fom ‘
this d¢spatch, wos subsecuently addressed to tlhe ing oflicer, Sn noted
that Uni{pd Stetes nonlers gp the Faeabtive Cagittee Mno¥ude Tah:t s\ tfsmody) Py
Joscshine\AKTR, and Recbusd 1TIGEN - OfFICE OF § y y
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ist tendencies ©f the Executive Camittee for the Conress. Be

the oaibers of the Caxittee were ldbere! thinters end he thousht there
vas a distin:t donger that the Coxrm’sts nighit exploit the Concress to their o
ends, Meny mcnbers of the Presense Africa’ne, he sald, were in pcarch o en
ideal they could not cbtain end us such vold be fertile gromnd for Carrmist
explotation. 7o counternst such e tendenyy, Mr. Wright wvondered 12 the REibesgy
could assist hin In suziesting possible Aserican necro Geleptes Wio are relatively
vell knowm for their sultaal achifevencsts end o conld catxt the leTtist ten-
dencies of the Comgress. Mr. Uright, the Dooriment vill reesll, wvos hinself
foroerly a noober of the Caamantst Party. Lo Indisated thot he W orisinnlly oo
the Camittee oF the Prosease ATriinine Lut tiat he hed been dropmed rezestly
because of his present enti-Camualist prinmciries. B wever, Mr. Bi-hit's nane ves
reteloed oo the List of bosts Zor the forthaaning Conrress.

By cainzidense, Dre Francis Mo OTIXID, Minorities Af%atrs Advises, OffZce of
Poliry end Proixrms, with USIA in esiin %o, was in Paris shartly efter H-. Wricht'c
visit to the Ecbassy. Dr. Iormond iy slmdtted the folloving nomes of possible
delegntes o the Congress, normes Wiisd vie subseguently twned over to Wee Wright:

CARTR, Elror A, Lo
® pless: 2,0 Dmoodimy, O. Ye C.; Solurmidst; State Can-
* on

mesion aninet Mooarininat o

-

for teu =3 contrivetor to welly m, hoeriene

PraCescar o Dnclish at Dorpton Institite, Herrton, Virginmia;
foroerly held Leofer Great; asiior of o Doy oF Triagh’ end
An foerioan in India.

RBITSII, Sov. Jxes 1.
itnister of rPrecbtemian Qlrareh o the Moster, 132th Strect
. exd lorningside Avene, J. Y. C. Bas written scvernl boo'ss oo
! - mm‘

ROZI, Cord

Urites: bas held Leados Gracy; represcntative for Thnnea-
polin Stor Triluae”; atiended Bonluny Comercnse; hes visited
/Mrise; euthar of W Pitiluw and the Proud’, due to be mubldshed
in Anril, 105..

SCIYII®, Geore

¥ 3. ., W W R N T
0w Yoril editor of "Pittsuir Cous

editor in liegro Press: has troveled yddely.

[, J— )

iantie-ZaTzmist

r
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B
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Br. USight eximec.ated the sooestias fornished hic Uy the Irbassy and added
these narws to a Mot € auvmasted dolontes he hid himnel® aorrooed ond had alveady

e . i of
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forwvarded to Hr, Rey VILINS, Rerutive Secvetary of the motiasd Assoristion

R the Advancencnt of Colered Feople. M. Wripht, in forwarding the list of naes to
e Mr. Wilkins, sugcestod that Moe Wilkins might vork clescly with the Departoent

- before sounding out ench individual on hiz 4k 1lin-mess to scrve as a Doober of

<=  the Anerican Delegntion. -

Mr. Wright's 1ist in2luded the followving nanes:
ELLYSOT, Ralwh

Hyrnid et oyl Cavmew Salairines Bavlanme Yosrdy e e v
S etk O MaRA VAL Wk b ekd |y A LAl e W kd ol g SRS '6‘%

in Jtaly o e prix-de-Tiane.

onrs, Chester
H.velist Tram Chio,

ﬂi’ift‘S, lan~tan
Poct, no-elist, end avtiar o ehiléren's stories. .

' ROZDS, J. AL Pt
/ Po,dnr historian froan Bed Yorl City.
. ROILG. Cerl g

heoorter for Minmea~alis Star end Tribume/

R I, Wlltdior Gordner
S Iiovelist and jowrnelist; xorently eployed in Paris oo
= . Far Poastorn Deskh of Agenre Fronze Preases

SOLSTI, Melvin B,
Poct lovreate of Liberia; prodessar of Boolish &t
Lonoston talversity, Gilebomn; son 4s Pulbrisht Fellow in Paris.

— meml:sofm'.nines,m‘.m.:ins\a:ﬂm.&:ith,dmcmesappaarinthe
above list, have boen trensloted into Pronii;, a9 have the worls o Rr, Wright,
- —
B M- Mr. Mile JOSSCLSQU, Americen Executive Sccretsary of the Congress for Cultural

. Freedan, has expreased corsiderable initcresat in the fartheadng Congress of the
P = Fresense AfrZsnine and has called at the Enbassy, on the sugoestion of Mr. Wright,
. %o discus3 the irmlications and to offer his collebaration in combatting Commnist

Lefluenes.

1 M. Leon PIGXO, Politicel Adviser in the French inisiry of O.ecpeas Terri-
torles, said he felt that the Prescaoe Africeine represented en increasingly im-
portent graun, 8 GO O Lbercl thiners o might well be 1od down the Caxrmist

i path. Fr. Pigoon felt that every effort should bte mede to oriet the grop toward

AR the West. M. Pignoa sald he was gled thot the Congreds wos schettiled to tale

Place in Paris this year but be thotht 1t likely that, unless eppropriate steps
were talen, pmext ysar's Conmreds it be held in Progue.

o Y simypen o
Lot Be - R TN =)

Reprint o Pitacnse Africeine,inritation Robert P, Joy e
Deze, 1955-Fane, 155 . is5.c. Consclor & fbeswy ,
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a » . T
- S . —— o D —C —,--:L--"ﬁ“ -
i —r . At nine B i -




~LT Wi

s - : i N D :
I L I TR - . ; P R I Gow et :
B R e o e e e S N e M M G A i 2 o

- s " slocure Do. 1
CC:E‘IDZ:E_; L2cme loe A%
‘aris
A5l AFYDAL T0 BLASH KWRITTRS ATD ARTISTS

For the £ir3t tine in histowyy, lezro Uriters and Artists are poing to
tale the inltistive in mectin; togeiher ad in aszertaining hov they arc
situcied and vot thelir speciliz recnaasibilicies 1n the wld arce

Coicmed pen 2l the world oo are of opinion thot the Literatico of
the fnitiatlye of peoples oot enrich Irznn eculture to oo pean dourec.
Suck & Lilcintim enciiles man t2 be more 2ully eoascions o the exact rolae-
tionsliiy botween wlil beinss. I ic in neis's notae to revecl his dirensioas
colely by celf-crnression end oot by losving it to others to erress bis
real self, hile techaizs are fi-iahiin~ o’f the meeso~in~ of the world's
towt 1'nils, 1t 15 art gexerciel by the frecwrill of veonles tivg wiltl St
delineate, the imaost asherts of Mn-Daosean linen groms. Gogsing the
cultvral amctites of oo eoutries VT4 hove been un®alr ond fonoverishing.
Litewise % wotld have been herivl €0 golemce to willfull:: f-more e vhole
frocliom of e antna’, veoctalie o mineme) idozms, '

Brt 41 15 ool culture alone thet wAll derive beaefit €~on ooz Sree inttiss:
: Foace of ang' kind remias vncoud If its forrsile dues mot integrote the
real escirations of peonles formenly considered as pinces. ALl the sane,
ther must be heerd and re:osnized. c '

;

) .

e~ S !‘E.’Z‘L"&‘s‘ib.“_it;’ o the s:halos. e i35 Y P S, of polers
eocicly, ninze his ceilins reqiises hin to sha® Litht o evemyooe's culturel

o
4
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eal 10 end dovelon in evesyane & sensc
of his polidarity with other nen end the warld.

Toe Hogro wWorld, the nost neflected by histaey, fs oot the last to aspire
after the exirvioe of its culton responaibilitics. O edvilizetions,
beoauoe they badnt thoucht it £fI4Ling 0 engrove their laws oo Wwass pomge

et ments, are remoing the roch @&icdolin of others. @ wedoys, the exrression of
cadtrel life Leing nesessary to the salezand of eqy civilizoticn, we foel
Dore acutely thas others the uwseas) o revenling corselves o the warld,
And firat o all, the wponsy o izirodusing aorselves to eash otler,

Begro Schalors don't kno ench other, They bave not yet tolen wp the

peasurenents of thelr respective pocsitdlifies nor of thelr caxxc lot.
They are scetierod anxd often isaloted $n sromndings wice thels neaconality

is not suflicicatly tiraed (o pretit.
Stnce nobody bas yot assessod the vbale contrivution of Jepes to

man’ing's heritee, the tadl: of deseribing it sod defin’ny the cenlus of
thelr pecnles 1 i to .
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Paris

Only a Conress can fuce a task of such magnitude. This task 13 so
mttb,tthcmaetsmuwbymwmtmnmw,
the less e moy gvade it.

Artists, historinns or pocts, thecloglans, scte::usts, or thinkers, we
are requesting you to take uwp your ariginal mission in this cur eoman task
end exrnine topcther with us the following programe:.

Bow Degroes of culture stand,
Lo contritetion of Hegroes to ioan culture.
Thenes, styles, frans that tyrify our peonle's genius,
1let relations are €0 be established with the nodern world
Q" oulture.

; Wiet difusion sivxld e given to the woris of auvthorg.
Aid to yourg vriters and ertists.

W Ry M

A\

Mfithm;msai‘Sclm.wsofﬂgeﬂesmHoﬂdﬁnhehemmm
froo the 19 to the 22nd Septecber 195 5. .

mmmmmmmmdmwwmmmw
derialiing, Just as scholars of the fesre World are iovited t0 beck our plan
by their simetie and astive cooercticn. _
* S "
mmmmmnsmmimwﬂmWMMcmﬁdemum
of their talent, .

IR

Potor ABDAINIS Afrique du Sud)
hnliﬂ A:{m UDS.A.)
Bofi AT Gald Coast)
BaLib ETLOLIA Soudan)
Prolessor BUSIA Gcld Coast)
Profesoso PICRNITS Oiperia)
Jaocpiiiac BATER UsSeha)
Aine CTSATE Martinique)
Bone IKPCIET Moity)
Cyprien ERINSI N gertis

_ Ben KLGERY I .peria

T 1. ELINAS Hoerin

. Ruul ABZORE Dahamery

Rene MARAY Martinique)
D_vidson NIL Sierrn Leone)
foos SUTKELA Miserin
Richod WCRIGTY V.S.A.)

TN g wroge e o owe,
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NEL'NFORMATION COMTAINED - . | MAMECHE
HERZIN IS U issiny August 22, 19
¢.5N¥[ i—-_mﬁ_i_B\@? &£ e 5%
Y'/ | == SERED
U RIcEARDARIGE? S~ - MAT AlUG 25182
Bornt ‘September 4, 1908 = NAME CHECK

Natches, Mississippl
/w// /
Reference is made $0 your request for coples of

investigative reports in the event the cnptionod 1ndividnnl
bas dbeen investigated by tais Bureau.

In response to your request, there are a ched
six reports in the ease entitled "Richard Nathanfel Mright,"
which appear to relate to the subfect &f your inquiry.

(100-157&6&

: n addition, you are rororred to the memorandua
T —— entitled "Richerd®wright,” dated July 8, 1954, which was
’ previously furnished to your agenoy.

The foregoing information 1s furnished to you as
& result of your requeat for an FBI file e¢heck and 1s mot
to be conastrued as & o0learance or & nondolearance of the
{ndividual involved. This informestion is furnished for
your use and should not be disseminated outside of your
sgenocy.

Enolosures {6)

orig. and one to USIA

reg. reo. 8.7-56 o afly ﬂ W
< VAA A "v ‘K w’

To USIA, réquested a search for mein rile°
Nichols He advise at only coples of investigative reports of the

Boardman — results of investigation were requested. Resson for request:
Belms: . .  Program for People-to-Peoplo,Partnevﬂpﬁg (fcrmerl President!'

oresy Program for World Understanding) <5 Ewlr 714 7» -
Parsons

Tinw ! éﬁﬁﬂ? %S§9>€D N AUG DY

N e : CESIS S

Tele. Room ‘ — o W W T 4
Holl — P N P
ces 1= AUC 25 1Y35 ‘ W’
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Ofice of Ovigin Dot Investigative Peckod
NEW YORK h!SB 3/18,20/58 g
Beport by .

SECURITY MATTER - C
. D
1
on 2/13/58, at American Embassy, Paris, France, subject 7 - -
executed s sworn statement in which he stated be had been & // {

which he stated his disaffiliastion with the Communist
came about because of & series of idecloglcal dispute

member of the Communist Party from 1932 to 1942. He previously
submitted detailed sworn atatement at Paris on 9/16/55, ii! 4
commmist officials., On 2/13/58, subject executed applicltiont§§§

for passport at Paris, France, in which he stated he has -
resided outside the United States since September, 1949, and

R . [T . mden ol mardeinmse & b o N p
that his date of return to the United States is indefinite.

-
on 2/21/58, Department of State authorized issuance of pass- 2

port to subject. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
- RUC HER:IN IS UNCLASSIFEED - -
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. DATEM—BY ZEN

On March 18, 1958, Misa MARY BARRY, Legal Sectmn»; h

"1 48 "}‘j

s

A

Passport Office, Department of State, made available to S2 > ¥
m the passport file of RICHARD WRIGHT. 4 review
) ] sclosed the followlng information: :

a Charge Do mot write In spaoes below

repant is loaned % you Py the FEL ond meither X ROy s coutents are 0 be distrbuted owhide fhe ageacy v which Socmed
TR o ! U 5 SOVARNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1085 O-—344780 ’
_l_,‘_; = . - e x\'\,’

-

SR T ' N "
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WFO 100-15433

On February 13, 1956, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared
before AGIES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of
Americe at Parls, France, belng duly sworn, stated he was
submitting the following statement as part of his appli-
cation for s passport which he executed on February 13, 1956,
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a member
of the Communist Party, but had been & member of the Commu-
nist Perty from 1932 to 19L2, and called attention to the
statement he had executed at the Amerlcan Embassy, Paris,
France, on September 16, 1954, fr further detalls in that
regard.

The Communist Party L=s been designated by the
Attorney Generel of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10L50.

s

- t .-....b 1L DT ATADT LIDTATIIM oo s

On September 16, 195, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared be-
fore AGINES SCHEIDRER, Consul of the United States of America
et Parls, France, being duly sworn, furnished a staterent con-
slsting of answers to questions annexed to his staterment. 1In
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same
RICEARD WRIGHT whose experiences in the communist movement
were included in the book, ®"The God That Falled.® Subject
stated he could not fix the exact time of his Joining the
Commmunist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist
Party before he actuslly jolned the Communist Party. BHe

o A = VAt aad A ek S e e

explained that the method used by the Communist rerty in
recrulting is of such a nature that the line or date of deter-
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated

that to the best of his recollection, the date (about 1933)
sbown in his book, ®The God That Falled", is correct. Subject
stated that he 1s the RICHARD WRIGHT who wrote a letter to

the League of American Writers expressing his views on the
Spanish Civil War, which was published in May, 1938, in the
booklet, "writers Tike Sides.®

~

The League of American Writers has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10L50.

Subject stated at the time of writing the ebove-
mentioned letter he was & member of the Communist Party. He
stated he is not now & member of the Communist Ferty of any
country of the world.

-2 -
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Subject stated that he diaanffiliated with the
Commuriist Party of the United States sometime during the
year 1942, and that his disaffilistion came about because
. of & serles of 1deological disputes he had with the

follo tormunist ofricials:P
d others. e stated his decision to !
break wit e Communist Party was predicated updn his '

disagreement with the Communist Party's position upon the \

egro guestion in the United States. -He stated that
at that time urged him to become a member-
at-large of the Communist Party, but that he refused to

heed that suggestion. B8ubject stated that two years later,
in 194}, he publiecly indicated his disaffiliation with

the Communliat Party by means sf-a press conference held in
the office of his agent in YNew York, PAUL REYNOLDS, &nd a
oL few months later he wrote two articles in the ®Atlantic

= - Yonthly" indicating he was no longer affiliated with the

e Communist Party. mc

Subject was asked if he was acquainted wit

in the C0fflce of War
e Information. ubject stated that he has a slight acquaintance-
G ship wit and it dates exactly from the pericd

' . which he did some voluntery work fo e Office of War Infor-
. mation in 194,2. He stated he met& in the Office of
"j{ | wWar Information in 19L2, and as he recalls was Introduced to

, and that
— this Introduction Tho e.in the presence of

Subject stated tmt%was known to him as a member
N of e Communist Part and he des

In regard to
not known to him as having

nist Party at that time. SubjJec

anrprised and taken back when

and the manner of his being introduced to him

implied that G understood the subiectts politic tion
very well. Subject stated that

-3 -
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' one of the leading

communists of the United States, approached him shortly afte
his introduction to and asked him to make a formal
application to work for the Office of War Information. Sub-
Ject stated he told them that this would be rather difficult
since he was a publicly known comuunist writer and had bem
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the "Daily Worker."

The "Daily Worker®™ was an East Coast communist
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1658,

- Subject stated that informed him
e, that the Cormunlst Party know exactly what it was doing in
E asking him to make this move, and that he should forthwith
get an application blank would eid him in £illing
.cx out the application blankl iibieii stated he obtained the
application blank and called at his homne,
which at that time wes at 11 Revere Place, Brooklwx, New York,
" and they Jointly filled out this application. Subject stated
c— the application reflected that he was a member of the Cormmu-
nist Party and objected to the linking of cormunism with
fascism, as the application implied, and indicated that aub-
ject was a patriotic person wishing toc make a contribution
to the war effort. Bubject stated he took this applicetion
before & Notary Public and swore to the truthfulness of its
) contents, an act whick at the time made him, perhaps, the
—_— only sworn Comrmunist in the United States., Subject stated he
took this application
- the O0ffice of War Information and handed 1t to them., He
stated they read it snd had a consulstion about it in his
sight, but out of reach of his hearing. Subject atated that
their comment to him was, ®You are reelly intransigeant.®
Sibject stated he returned to his house and walted anxiously
for some days to hear from his application, and he began to
suspect that they never actually turned it in, He stated he :
o doers rot know what happened to it, for he never had a reply to
t application. Subject stated he consulted with&
ebout why he never heard about his application, and
astounded him in his home in Brooklyn by telling him :
he d no recollection of having helped subject make out such '
an application. Subject stated that upon reflection, he
—- reglized that the Communist Party bad undoubtedly declided he
was too well known as & cormunist to be sponsored for work
in the 0ffice of War Information, and they had, therefore,
chosen someone else less politically prominent to teke the Job

-l - \
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him to becore & member-at;large of the Communist Party,

but subject rejected this suggestion Subject ‘
stated he has had no further contact with ‘
since that time, nor has he had any contact w e Commu-

arty
%He stated he has me n several occasions
since en, and has attempted to extract from him an expla-
nation of what transpired concerning his sworn application,
”constantly denied all knowledge of such an incident,
ch has caused the subject to distrust -profoundly.

P

On February 13, 1758, st Paris, France, the subject
executed an application for paessport. In that application,
the subject stated he was born September L, 1908 at Natchez,
Mlissisedppi, and maintains his residence at 1L, rue Monsieur
Le Frince, Paris, France. He indicated he hes resided out-
side the United States as follows:

France ('ey, 1346 to December, 1946)
France (august, 1947 to August, 1949)
Arcentina

and France {Septerber, 15.% to date)

Subject steted thet he considers Paris, France to
be his legal residence and indicated thet the date of his
return to the United States 1s indefinite. Subject indicated
he was last married at Coytesville, New Jersey on Narch 12,
1941 to FREDA POFLOVWICZ, who was born September 3, 1912 at
New York, New Yori. Subject listed his father ss NATHAN
WRIGHT, born about 1873 4in }ississippl and his mother as ELLA
WILSON, born sbout 1861 4n Kississippl., He stated the present
whereabouts of his father &4 unlmown, end that his mother
resently resgides in Chicez eferences:

that he desired a passport to permit him to
visit France and other countrles for the purpose of travel and
business.

On February 21, 1958, the Department of State
authorizecd the American Embassy, FParis, to 1ssue a passport
to the subject,

-5 -
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The following information concernlng the 1ssuance
of previous passports to the subject was set forth ing his -
passport flle: '

On Mey 1, 1939, Passport Number 614947 was issued
tc the subject. If kis aprplication for that passport, subject
stated he desired to travel to Mexico, England, and France
for a vlsit of one yeart's duration for the purpose of atudy

and writing.

On September 17, 1940, the subject, by letter to
the Passport Office, regquested the return of Passport Kumber
e R el oam  me

£, :ﬂ '7 wh? alh woa +alram P - .
l.)4.!.1, l+ l'\ll..l..L\aLJ- WL O valr.oli .I.LUJu Inl..! "U.)‘ J._Zl.....&.bldh.J-UJJ. ﬂUbUUJJ.DJ.Gﬁ

at the Mexican border on Jure 15, 1540. Subject stated that

on October 15, 1540, he intends to taeke a trip to the Soviet
Union and will depart from San Francisco en route to Vladivostok
via Yokahama, He stated he wlll be making this trip as an
invited guest of the League of Russian writers sné the purpose
©of the trip will be to study the nationzl minority problems
existinz in the Soviet Union.

On September 27, 1940, the Passport 0ffice, by lette
informed the subject that there yas no 1mperative necessity
for his journey to the Soviet Union and that the Department
of State wi3 unable to valldate his passport for the journey.

On May 13, 1941, subject, by letter to the Passport
Office, reguested renewal of his Passport Number 614947 in
order to permit him to travel to the Soviet Union and China.
He stated he intended to depart from the Unlted States at
San Francisco on July 21, 19L1 for travel to Wadivostok vis
Kobe, Japan. Subject stated the purpose of his trip would be
to write news artlicles for the Assoclated Negro Press, 3507

South Perkway, Chicego, Illinois.

On June 2, 1941, the Passport Office, by letter to
the subject, Informed him that the Department of State did
not belleve that accredited American Journalists should be
permitted to proceed to the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union
s disposed to be more lenient toward the travel of United

States representatives.

- b -
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Cn March 9, 1946, subject, by letter to the Pass-
port Office, advised that he intended to travel to France
on April 15, 1946. He stated that his wite serves him in

the cepacity of secretary and research worker, and inasmuch
as he 18 to represent the publication, "Twice & Year", to
the French public, writing articles about French literary
developments, reestablishing contacts for the distribution
=~ of the periodical, and seeking manuscripts for reproduction

P - in America, it was necessary that she accompany him.,

On April 29, 1946, Passport Number 64,829 was
i1ssued to the subject and was validated for travel to France

only. On Xarch 16, 1948, subject!s passport was renewed

/7
H UJ&J-J L]
’1(‘ for two years. At the time of renewal, the subject stated
. that he has resided in France since May, 1946, for the pur-
= pose of serving as a Correspondent for the Associated Negro
— Press.

Cn March 6, 1950, Passpeort Number 122 was issued
to the subject at the inerican Enbassy, Buenos Alres,
Argentina, 1In his application for that passport, the subject

—
stated he desired a passport in order to visit France, Haiti,
England, Italy, Switzerland, and Belgium.

‘On November 26, 1951, the American Embassy, Paris, -
France, furnished Information to the Department of State
reflecting that the subject was malntaining residence in Paris,
and that the Embassy had received information indicating that the
subject was willing to go to any length in order to attract
attentiorn. to the problem o©f raclal discrimination in general
and to i1ts manifestations in the United States In particular,
It was further stated that the subject has been using as an
instrument for his publicity, & group to which he has given
- the name of "Franco-Anmerican FeIbwship."

N LR

Cn February 21, 1952, the subjectts Passport Number
122 wes repewed for two years at the American Embassy, London,
England. At the time of renewal, subject stated he was
reiding at 28 _Glenluce, London, England, and pursuing the

arcnnatinn Af writen -
VeoLblUpRvall Wi - )
- / / -

r - - Wi ek Wl oS
On February 23, 1954, Passport Number 2538 wajzﬁssued

~
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to the subject st the Americen Embassy, Peris, France. his
application for that mssport, the subject stated he was /fresiding
with his wife, FREDA/FPLPLOVICE, and two children, JULIA“VRIGHT,
born April 15, 19L27at Brockly, YWew York, and RACHCLNRIGHT,
born January 17, 13.7 at Peris, France.

-7 -
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the subject

Bt ]

dditional pertinent information
's passport file,
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cO w York three gooiea of
It WFO, dated L, 14./58,

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

(_ . o : :;
’,
DIRECTOR, FBI pate: §/% /58 4

ITED ’9 /£s GOVERNMEN

SAC, WFO (100-15433)

he Bureau are four b

the report of S
T -]

RICHARD WRIGET
SECURITY MATTER - C

Being forwarded herewith to t

This case was celled to the attention of WFO by

ROBERT JOHENSCK, Chief, Legal Section, Passport Office, De-
partment of State.

o]
Bureau (Encls.dﬂ”
-Kew York {Encls.3) (RK)

BLL 17T CONTAINED
HED:

DAiE g.2.C 22 BY Sp@8pilee

Copies of passport application photo of subject
and his wife will be forwarded to New Yo

rk via routing slip.
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AIRTEL

TO pirector, FBI (NN

Frov @ sac, cuicaco (IR
sveJsecT:

NTERNAL SECURITY - C;

SMITH ACT OF 19&0
» .Y, A

7 ,
ReBulet dated Mey 2, 1958 entitled "p. 8,

'R SIiITH ACT MEMBERSHIP RETRIAL)"
and New York Jetter to Bureau May 13, 1958 entitied
18-C" and my airtel of May 22, 1958, |

or of "Native Son". > O
not place WRIGHT in the CP but recal e
hed numerous discussions with person believe o be GHT

concerning a manuscript of a ublication being. prepared
by WRIGHT. m the individual believed -
to be RICHA IGHT was employed &t the settlement house

at 39th and Langley Avenue, Chicago, Illinois and was
connected in some way with the Abraham Lincoln School of

@- Bureau (RM) /\l

| digpii—— ., W0

S = Chicago

RICHARD WRIGHT)

'A"-!- t’l"\"rquf.ﬁ‘:-\ o
HERE,, ;,;.Ur_;-;ffs Y CONTAINED .
DATE S N

2 Fj/ i %DP 5_ ?C-e__ R
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Chicago.
WRIGHT was highl

Indices of the Chicago Office reflect that
RICHARD WRIGHT, the author of "Native Son" in 1936 and
1937 wes using the address of Apartment Number 1, 3743 Indiana
Avenue, Chicago, Illinoipy

BursAy /. | b

It 1s requested that the New York Division be

permlitted to contact RICHARD WRIGHT concernin his possible
knowledze of

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK T

Will on receipt of permission from the Bureau,
interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out above.

el b7
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERI_

American kmbascy S )
Paris 8, France J‘k

Date: June 26, 1958

To: Director, FBI //.’ /
_-' KJL f'rom: Legal 4ttache, Faris (100-697)
o A“T? Subject: RICLAH%IC&HT

SECURITY MATT:iR - ¢

Re Weshington Field Office let to Bureau u/u/se.o b'

Tom— APPROPE.TATE AGENCIES )
AND FIETD 7 TTICES
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy

Parls £, Frence
A ALLII._?"Jm[ATI N oo
% HITIznae :O‘NE‘N
R T O

JU.ly 7’ 1958‘6,“1/., ‘z‘ OTH.EE'J’:‘ISE
(487 o
Director, F3I 04,2)9043% C? .
Op " A ) ‘,/
Legat, Par . (100-597) P‘Pﬂ,f?”f,/*-.ib /'
g . S 6“:"\?f".b- ~
ubject: RICFARD wRIGHT SPVENE - Al

SECURITY TATTER - C Q:efr\':
a.. -. .\
e .
Re Paris letter 6/2¢/58, d b

Any adcditional inforration coming to the sttention
ol this office concerring the subject will be forwarded to (J
the Bureau.

One extra copy of this letter is provided for trans-
mittel to New York, office of origin.
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August 21, 1958
Director, FBI

Legal Attache, Paris f"l@@kﬁt)?l'

RICHARI’]WRIGHT i.. -
SECURITY MATTER - c .

Re Paris let 7/1/58. U .
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE it
OF THE '
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
Peris 8, Prance

October 29, 1958
Director, FBI

Legat, ﬁris (100-697)
i/

FE T
Subject: RICHARD WRIGHT ' T
f/ SECURITY MATTER - C b

: - e dde b
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, PFrance

R
November 21, 1958 E% llg

Director, FBI

, Legat, Parts (100-697) E%/,_ /
Subject RICHARDemeHT

SECURITY MATTER - ¢

Re Paris letter 10/29/58, Lj m

™

_ S
RUC.

:- = Class'ficd b Yo
R Shary |
é S 2 - Bureau Uleztiza Indefinate
. o

AN rrrorsuas aczems
AT rn:w C??ICES -

s i -:"7 e P TET BT PJ‘HI“! M':’ -
- .- | - S e r ";_a}r v
s - T s |'..- hure FoRaL _,Z___—- . E Q -
e I B Tt '
- ~ "
- T
N - 4.

- ~
o
22 B 4% SR,

11242 Lo . -4y LY - s
N!J_ATE Ur f\.. ROV - uu‘ ’3" /‘._..,—-.‘ 2. -—ﬂ-’-/" {"f"“Jl
T r_""'_’ ta P zr';/ -r ~ ¢ﬂ"‘3
AI-I_I: ) . _-‘.:AD “ L‘:— - bl
FEDo-e

- bie WE3S | ampy0p _OV"W
¢



THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

o -

Dates February 13, 1959 ‘ }‘I o I
- J?T*J
L_’ To: Director, FBI
From: Legat, Paris (100-697)

Subject: RICHARD WRIGHT

SECURITY MATTER - C . b\

Re Paris letter 11/21/58, \)
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Parsons ___. _
Rosen
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Teotter

w.C. Sullivan _
Tele. Room __
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Legal Attache, Paris (100-697) February 19, 1.
Director, FBI (100-157464)

D . . r.\ .
RICHARD WRIGHT *-LuNg gl ]
SECURITY MATTER - € Tl

Reurlet 11-2]-58,

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (routixtérough for review) g
/
i

NOTE ON YELLOW:

Wright's Security Index card canceled 1948.
Self-admitted member of CP approximately 1932 to 1944,
Has lived in Paris since 1946. Author of well-known
books “Black Boy" and "Native Son” which decry treatment
of Negroes in both South and North. Has publicized
his break with the CP but alleged to retain some of
his previous sympathies. ' LU
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Lt Date: February 26, 1959, 4 a

, To: Director, FBI (100-157464)
Z———From: Legal Attache, Faris (100-697)

SubjJect: RIChARD WAIGHT
SECURITY MATTER - C

HeBulet 2/19/59 end Paris let 2/13/59., 0

ks

1
s

|
vl

RJC
rmora=10 fRTAINED
S R D o
B "
TaTo i ) . {AYB ACE
. S S ?TFPYP s
S _ q A 'ﬂ?-ﬁl‘*b-
N Eeee e ) 5 o 0”6’“{“ ARD ‘ITI‘E{.“V RTINS
ey 3ie ‘o V0 POTS aag ) S
3 2 - Lure@pSS Tt VAR SLIF(5) € LY
1 - Parid’-‘egnrf DeS uﬁw
- — P:AT’.’ pa ,
3) Qs
[T
/9 R

SR 4 c 0Ny . R MAR 2 1959
pric C7 T CNVE WS 33pH 8
o BONCH KYIT )\
52 MAR 5 1950

o NE !
L d\«
¥



. THE FOREIGN SERVICE . )
IF""‘ A”"'ﬂﬂm - OF TI"'E
) UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

N G e e My FEIVE B - e oy
PATE B S et~
- AAE  CONDRNTIAL i T

February 11, 1960 L d
Director, FBI (100-15746L) :;As :

SOA. £riie .,
legat, Pnria {100-697) DATEK; '

RICHARD WRIGHT
Sk - C

Reference Paris Office letter to Dirsctor 2/25/5?2_‘
On 1/21/60, Headquarters, United States Army

Subject:

Fanmze
Fo 23
L. /3
o‘ .
, =
' 2
Y

N,

{1 = ommunications Zone Europe (USACOMZEUR), Office of the
:: § Birector of Security, furnished the Paris Office with a

eport euptioned "Posaible Subversives Among US Personnel

n France" dated 1/18/60. Thias report contains a surmary

" of informetion developed by the above agency iIn the course

of a »

‘ _Bufile

ocuriti investigation of

b1
b, %

au (1 - Fox. rorﬂCD‘\F
P‘ril . f,' '_7-.,_.




Director, FBI February 11, 1960

Subject WRIGHT, according to this report, resides
at 1} rue Monsieur le Prince, Paris b,

The following information was set forth in the above-
referenced U, S. Army report: (

state 8
c n the French Communist Party and Q
has been engaged in spreading communiat doctrine through the
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Director, FEI February 11, 1960

P.‘\'lv—t
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T 1

F’AF’G. Mrs. Ricm is the lc)i{u comnunist umbor or Z?*’?

the family and hes mede a point br‘TInaditizg N¥egro persoanel.
who hcold views other than communiast,! quaintances of -7
Source who had attended some meetings stated that as far as
they had been able to discover, the FAFG was devoting all of
its time to very uncontrolled discussion of the things that
were ‘wrong with the US.' Source steated that WRIGHT had
boasted that he had ‘the State Departmont in my pocket--they
R call me in for conferences, the fools.' ]&K\Sﬁ
Lo - "In January 1952, an American XNegro male atudent
x" N then attending the Univerasity of Paris ststed that in about
\* June or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to join a
'‘protest' group aimed at ‘'forcing the employment of more of
the Americans of African ancestry’' in US government jobs in
Paris, Source told WRIGHT that it would be better to be
certain of facts before t'going off half-cocked.' WRIGHT
then accused Source of having an 'Uncle Tomx attitude,! Ilater
the orgenization tried to interfere with the French policey
of employment and held protest meetings at which the members
discussed the fact that Algerians, Africans, and French colonials
L:fre nct em:loyed in other than menisl capacities in Paris.” C?kfﬂj

Fed

The above date 1is being furnished to the Bureau
and the New York Office for purposes of information and
possible interest,

No further action i1s being taken in this matter
but in the event pertinent information 18 received In the
future on captioned subject; it will be furnished to the

Buresu and NYO,
RUC.
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ichard%righ_t, Novelis,

uthoro

‘Native Son’

PARIS, Nov, 30 (APJ.-LHICh-!- work in Memphis, Tenn., 8¢ the

ard Wnght, the Negro author,

Bied of 2 herr! attack Manday
night.

The Mississippi-born writer,

& longtime Paris resident, i
best known for his novels such

as “Black Boy" and “The Out- v
:ing articles and stories to amall

sider” dealing with the prob-
lems of the Negro in American
society.

Mr. Wright, 52, who had su?-
fered recently from intestingl
trouble, was hospitalized Satur-
dny for treatment.

Mr. Wright's latest work
dealt with & theme he spent a
lifetime exploring. Titled “Fish -

belly,” the book traces the im-.

ct of American racial ai.
pe ‘a  Government inv

titudes upon the Negro.

QIr. Wright was born negs
Nachez, Miss, on Beptember
4.1508. He attended a Beventh

& Adventist school
ome but quit an

ear nhis

.

/ "i.l‘_-fi

ri.

'age of 15.

He did his firet writing dur-
Ing Lhe depression under the
lauspices of the Federal Writ-
.ers Project, first in Chicago in
1835 and then in New York in
1837,

Mr. Wright began contribyut-

literary magazines and to the
Daily Worker and New Masses,

‘both  Communist publications.

He first attracted natingpl at-
tention  with “Upzie Tom's

Children” in 1p3e,

“Native 8on.,” published in
1940, establishet him as one of
the foremost American con-
temporary authors.

Mr. Wright was idengified by
tigation
witness in 1852 ag former

Communist who hrokebb'it.h the

.party.
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The Washington Post and
Times Herald

Thae Washington Dat Npws
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New York Herald Tribune
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris 8, Prance

December 7, 1960
' Director, FBI (100-157h6h)_,
Legat, Paris (100-697)
Subject: RICHARI?HRIGHT
SM.-¢C
Re Paris letter 2/11/60,
Enclosed 1s a clipping from the 11/30/60 issue
of the "New York Herald Tribune”, European Edition, Paris, :
reflecting the death of the subJect at Paris on 11/28/60.
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Richard Wright Dies in Paris:
American Negro Author, 52

American Negro auther Richard {dsy night. A longtime Pars vesi-
‘Wright, 32, has died of & heart[dent, he & best Fnown for his
attack in Paris Death came $0(novels, such sas “Black Boy™ and
the Mississippi-born writer Mon- [“The Outsider” dealing with the

: T ~~{problem of the Negr) in Ameri-

can society,
He had suffered recently {rom
. Intestinal trouble and was hospital-
ke ized Baturday for treatment. .
. His latest work, published by |
) P Julliard just & few wWeeks ago,

deslt with ttie-theme be spent a|
a lifetime -#xploring. Titled “Fubh-
‘ belly” £#he book traces the {mpact
ﬁ' = of Awerican recisl attitudes upon
. the Megro.
- e Mr. Wright was born near Nat
R chez, Miss, on Sept. 4 1908, He
atiendad 3 Seventh Day Adventis:

achool nesr his home but quit
- and went toc work in Memphi, New York Herald
- Tenn., at the age of 15 | Tribune
B . From Memphis European Edition
. Prom Memphis, he drifted to Parls, France
[ . Chicugo, where he worked at odd 11/30/60

jobs.

s His f{irst writing was done during

. ’ the deyression under the auspices

= of the Federal Writers Project,
- first in Chicsgo in 1935 and then
.- in New York in 1937.

He brgan contributing articles
and slories to small literary ma-
gazines. He {irst attracted uation.

- attention with *Uncle To

o fidren” in 1838.

T “Native Son,” publighed in 1

- blished him ss one of e

remost American contem
authors,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, wheve
indicate®t, explain this deletion. )

A Deleted under exemption(s) b with no segregable
material available for release to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you ot the subject of your request.
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g Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e—— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

@/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
100~ 157246 - 51
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- Bell‘.um -
L™
K’rsom
apen
~ Tudim
Trouer
Clayton
Tele.Room __
Helloman
hlte Man IS Inlruswe ’
Reviewed by Carl F. Storer .-‘ L
o — rolnlui Actentist Wilh the Bronkings Instliutien D
. WHI ISTENX! Ry outsider, living in two w m‘]ds W
:i L. DPouble: an4 able to helieve in neither.
: 8y, 5. No solutions or plans of
" th.irHI?osui W ”10 ““‘lﬂ 11|n “‘“": action are presented. Wright
-~ 'l will probably nu “
= do 80, because il 15 wrillen Fontr.‘nds that }"e fm' dt'(;‘p
e by a Negro. Those who do in our hearts, know exactly
¢ read it raay not like it. es- what to do, though most of
- pecially if they are inrlined us would rather die than do
- o feel that evervthing said jt.” VWho can say that he is
s about social prohlems must wrong?
- bs cqnstruclive. F‘UI‘ this is To those familiar with
I:o ;JLHCT and vituperative Wright's work, this book will
ok, “explosive and Dbla- have a famibar, personal s i) T
tantly unacademic™ ring. Perhaps more than the WA E\' - “,7
Richard Wrich: cornnents plight of the world's colored -
4 stdent!v on white-colored Te- peoples, it reflects his own é 4
/ll .ations in the world, dealing plight as a talented and sen- L /0 0
" principally with the psveho sitive American Negro. Read- i -
“Q’Cj\ lozical impact of whiie meu's Ing it, ane is mindful of his : - uded
\\_‘ . \ intrusions on  cnloved poe elasing words in an earlier A;‘:: 1L 1 16
ples. Whether they came as osgay: wEL AR eIy
missionaries, husincssmen or 1 would hurl words into
eonguerors, Wright argurs, this darkness and wait for an —— ey~ oy -
they have helped tn umler- echo. and if an echo sounded,
mine the cultures of Africa nn matler how famntly, 1
and Asia. would send other words to
Thus, the eolored man has tell, to march, to fight, to -
heen alicnated from his create a sense of the hunger : ’
own, while he is also pre- for life that grows in us all Wash. Post and
vented from becoming a part to keep alive in out hearts a .
of 1he —zkite culture around sense of—~tre—taexpressibly Times Herald
kim. He remaios the true human.' Wash. News
Wash. Star
, N. Y. Herald
[ Tribune
-4 N. Y. Journal-—
- .o American
\ ' : N. Y. Mirror
FOE . N. Y. Daily News
. { ' } N. Y. Times
AR Daily Worker
- A - Tho Wark
/J . : . e oIl e———————
- New Leader ..
P - j
:
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ined ,ljighter, bendi
and burying her face
wnds. I stared. Had 1
- something funhy? :
During the following days, I
;iearned through discreet ques-
Yoning that I seemed a-fantastic

; ejement to the black Coromu-

nists, I was shocked (o hear that
* Y, who had been anly to grammar

schoo!, had been classified as an

INTELIECTIIAL, -

1 learned, to my dismay, that
the black Communiste in my yntt
had commented upon my shined
shoes, my clean skirt, and the tie

party cell—“unit,” ms it was called— to assign me ‘to full duty in Thé ¥ark

3
g
&
7]
g
!
g

P TRIa,. “pead. that article weeta ¥or

Lo
g FUi Withs «OF

‘the New Mazses sbout Joe Louis.

to ask my
'as 1 ed to give my unit & report of activities, writing,
ﬁltb;ﬁz Illzacidﬁr?;tﬂl ¢ ?":‘.‘\ T et e = . mntohpor_uwe'veyefmm.
B bt b B S AP REL
I went to my frst unit T taitad oA TR SS
re short

< - “Dick,” he began, “we

¥ ~of forcea. We're facing & grave
Eﬂﬁl' - - <

[

crialn,
His smile left and he stared at

4
’

he
asthma. “We've discussed wﬂ
and know your abilities. L]
want you tp work with us. We've
got to out of our narrow
way of working and get our
to the church people,

things,” I said openly.

“We want to trust you with
an Importent 1 " be
22|

“What do you want me to do?”
*We want yow to organize a
commit{ee againet the high cost
of Uving® -l 0110 ol et
1 was In the midst of writing
a hovel and he was calling me

Lo

* The"Fames m!
- writing and Informed me of the ewry

1= I argued that efther
nove. i t A charges tbat Communists waete : "1 sald "a
novels?rg'l'he Pn:t;' ll‘:ad;r::l: bringing against one another, writer who hssn't writien any-
that both x:_wj:_be done. The at- my astonishment I heard thing worth while Is a most doubt

» n in the of
FAETY nmm'min into my on_h:l ﬁ:ﬁ":“ I hope to complete
efforts at expression. The club .. tor of so. Let me con-
decided upon & conference of all - co! that I'm
ihe Left-Wing writers of the o S hankering & write
. Middle West. T supported the S ind <o S dets with you all e
,3ea and argued that the confer Lo “party - A B S
7 emce ghouM Geal with crafs prob- U0 P o S A . said, turning in his
, lems. My srguments were e oy = : e sayy Tha ¢ ng his band as
*Jecied The , e dloy e, Mo whimpered Sepentiaie, T was] X brush lﬂ.ym
B - p : . - “What foes. Desal .
Pt o Py nopmeelon on Bty ¢ oy Juu L i 0 0 1 e s f
" sy urpou.ﬁm ﬁfﬁm "ﬁ,m,cﬂ‘“,wmrﬁapmrmi i " e 1 nerhgl‘vt
Write & foa Mok ?‘d:’;s‘:f;:,. niat, dor T did not"ﬁw what his Duddy Nealson He was 2 yart, ‘.ﬁ’.wx:”mpﬁgm taxk®
march on the pleket Hine the orper ATURdE would Be. © 05 gy Bid Tiog, 2 furtive il bl sngry with the
y G S ‘per, and
-'I,}:di;?fg;nn: um::e;e{d with I Ia:ftiu:rmlgn MEETINGS Euﬁu‘eﬂ% m And Wm A=y {.n"'.:’.g&’;ﬁ“?
Lh) £ L) 1 s ;) )
a3 adviser. The question debated discip Oms;gml.:'m.tnueﬁ‘: mﬁﬂdmrf at MIP- accepted §t wholly.
Yas: What does the Communist Communist—defylng the c¢ode , “They tell me you , N
expect from the club® The  that enjoined him te shun sus ~ *I try o, T said E
munist leader pect elements——came to my home  “You ean write” he snorteld:
. v o x
. T .
/ A, . —
O ' VoA e 7‘:, D v
J .
24 o o= - oyl U
s BV P
gSSEi K- v \/0. - A
_1TLE T * _ INDEXED N Vi i‘&'—nmpoiﬂ C
CLASS . v/EERY /AR y L _ /A SEP /. 1950
v G P01 e
B T e i B T T HERE R 1 i W BT —
S taba N R A

-

“The Party's always facing & -
" I sabd

students, club people, profession-
*I dor't kmow i1 1 £t inle C¥F

ot from it to tabuiate the price of in

.munisty

— e Author

w GGood stuff. First political treat- —. RBichard Wright was horn i

1902 ou & planiation 28 mile-
from Natcher, Miss; of poor
Negro parents, Deserted by hic
father, his mother, & washer:

flcult

story whiich T do not care to
clte now; it would serve no pu-
l)oee.‘ But I tell you honestly th:

think ¥'ve found a solution ¢
my difficulty. I am proposin
here tonight that my membe
be dropped from the Pan

rol
*No Keological differences I
pel me to say this I =imply ¢
not wish to be bound any longe
by the Party’s decisions, I shou!
like to retain my membership |
those organizations In—edueh—th
Party has influence, and I sha
comply with the Party’s prograr
those organizations I hop
that my words will be accepte
in the spirit in which they ar
sald. Perhaps sometime in th

_ fature I can meet and talk wit

the leaders of the Party as t

what tasks T can best perform.
I sat down amid a profoun

sllence. .

“Is there any discusdon o
Comrade Wright's n';:ltfym“
the secretary asked A
- mvemq!hnt [
‘Wright's stalement be deferred,

The next t two Negro Cor:
at my home. The
g;imded to be Ignorant wf wh:
happened at the uplt mee
ing. Patiently, T #xplained whi
“had occurred e
. "Tour story does. mol AgTY
with what Nealson says" the
aaid, . -,
“And whai Goes Nealson 5&7
T asked N
“He says that you are in Jeag
with a Trotskylte group, and th.
you made -an appeal for othe
Party members tgrollo v you .

lea the Party.
.P%ps.ﬂnct!ﬁu‘lﬂ\huﬂ
Party, 1 thought, out of my t0
. dngs 1 ocould fling
spark into this darkness I wou
try. not bocause I-wantad tn b
pecpuse 1 felt that I had to I

were 1o lve at.all,
1 would hurl words Inte ¥

unger for life that gnaws in
Y, to keep alive In gl;': hearts
‘Sense of ‘the inexpressibly hum:



