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avs m/ur o September 21, 1933.

S MFMORANDUM FOR MR, RATHAR,

he Dal oned s
tated three l::brn of ga’gurpglﬁﬂzgg of = (quYC)

letroit ware arrested at the Shoreham Hotel this
orning and that Federal agents were present end
118ed in tha arrest, and he desired to get further
ietalle on the mattar, FHe stated thet the arreat:
are made at 1t15 a.m, I advised thet I waz quite
‘ertain that the Federsl agents were not our men,
rut guggested that he make inquiry of the Barcotic
Turesyt and the Prohibition Unit.

Very truly yours,

Dirsctor.
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Pﬁr_plﬂe:(%al\igstersVMo‘,wed Down in Gang Ride

LAST “PUBLIC'" APPEARANCE OF EDDIE FLETCHER AND ABE AXLER =~ )
Arraigned as “public enemies,” Fletcher (left)’ and police today are without clues 1o fhe Lillers.
and Axler are shown in courl Jusl a yenr ago. It was in this last “public” appearnnce they gained |
They were found slain early yesterday in the renr the nppelintion of “cnemies,” Axler as No. 1 and |
of Axler's car in A lonely Oakinnd County rond, Fleicher as No. 2. (This is a Times picture.) '
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GANGSTERS, SLAIN TOGETHER, CAUGHT N .
re Axter (left) and I‘letcher diminutive Ing them, The gang pale, slain on a “rlde’“ lu a
s Gang gunmen, are being taken {o poilce lone Oakland County road early yesterday, at this
narters fer. questioning After s public enemy =~ - time faced police together as they faced their
I o Detektive Mika Fhmnegan is accompany- © murderer’s yuterday. {This !5 a Timea ploture.)

RECENT RAID

¥

orderly person, dlﬂchargi‘d )

superinfendent. . -
Oct. 31, 1925, ams‘h-d in

trolt mx “Abe Galdy. a¥ » poli

trolt as “Abe Gold™ as a di
Th e

lntendent. e

March 29, 1823, nrrested I.n
troit as “Harry Leavine™ luhhﬂ(f -
armed, discharged by wpml s o
intendent. H

'May 9, 1927, robbery u"mrd
charged by superintendent,

Aug. 18, 1927, robhery are
dlscharged by -uperlntendcm

AYINGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLEé‘-’-""”""

awesoma news that Abq boyd want to aee me in action ju:t

and Eddie Fletcher “were|onee”

bumped off’ . electrifled ‘He b::xed Don Burch&rd at Han-y
ie3 of Detroit’s underWorld Harrly' Falrview Club, Mack and

small, black hours. ~-" | Falrview avenues, and the mob saw
ama-firat before dawn yesler- him get deciaively outpointed in
s a rumor which was soon |e!ght rounds.

‘med via the grapevine of the! It was from this ﬂght, socme say,
t world. The previous chie¢|that the name "Purpie” gang origi-
in the hoodlums® delicatessen | nated. Fletcher followed the then
uarters—“they stuck up Gol- popular New York prize ring cus-
handbook and killed a guy'— | tom of dressing the fighter and his
mmediately supsrseded. seconhds in c'olored jerseya. The
er and Fletcher, Inaeparable ci‘“o' of the 1’;"“3’5- on thiy occa-
and partners, pint-sized tough ! 3toD, Was = bright purple,

and killera, were “blggies” Mt MORE VICIOCS KILLER

ational underworld! j Axler never was a pug. His nose
Detroit they had earned ﬁ“ﬁhad not been knocked ashew as
13 reputationa of Public Ene-!Wletcher's was and his sizable

No. 1 and 2, respectively.|pars had never been “cauli-
- were sawed-off Napoleons of{ Agwerized,” but nonetheless his was
infamous Purple Gang and.|ihe more sinister face of the twe,
. its rise ta power in 1526 untl{3je had an scquilipe nose, high
died with thelr shoes on, lead-| cheek bones, desp shadows ynder
ictors In its eriminal history—! i gmalt eyes, lunken “chesks, and
story vicious enough to cauwss;g thin Hght mouth Whtﬁi turned
sert Asbury, historian of Amer- up at the corners. i - -
rrime to call it “the most ef- L) Ry repule he wara mere vfcious'
nily organized gang,o{ xinc:s $iller and s rougher fighter than
ne United Statea™ . ="x “v':iyqgtcher. Tt is sald that onch, when
CH IN COMMON asked by & “Junior Purpla® what
147 lwo. gunmen . had much t K 'r%ou.‘:d do 12 )mlicg u&mlnlatcr

mon.. Bolh were nntive aons 35 .. .t 2 TR
VTR reREATS - B -nd y, JUSLapit u'ﬁﬁ»«:
m in'taller ft‘han five f;f‘ o | that's alll” - 7 CLTERS
o ssesacd the aggresaive Urge,  ,q,, purportedty came- hen\
c A guy” which iy 50 often {nzm New York » year or two after
~acietistte of little men. b tcher's tight agalnst Burchard.
i had dark, turtive, A;ady Ttie two “kilfers of & feather” soon
+ B th adnormal ears, N I":_' ght together and began eontribut-
<Ay and OVErgTOWN BY M3+ on.. piajor performances to the
are Fletcher's flattened and “Purples’” lurld history. .

1 niere [ cloge to his head by the| ‘
iclies of many pugllists during | FORMED FOR DEFENSE
early ring career. And, sbove| The time was 1926. Axler was 25,
both - 1re larceny-minded | three years Fletcher's junior, but a
emers, ' killers with anjmore experlenced gangster, having
indence of what police and beep a cohsort of “moba” while
vspapermen call “crazy nerve” |Eddie was stil) s reputedly honest

Imortly after the close of the|prizefighter.

{dyers/os “prtection” moneg: .

St Louis gang seems to have
merged with the Detroiters, the
combination being strengthened by
the addition of a dozen or so of
aceredited f.ough ones rrom New
York. : B

The new gang proceeded to worh
from the viewpoint that there fa
more profit In levying tribute than
In being pald for bodyguard.’

In 1927 Axier and Fletcher oceu-
pied a suite in the Miraflores Apart-
ments, 108 East Alexandria avenue,
In this building they and their
gang reputedly wiped out Frank
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Blgom, three opposing gangsters, In
what has become known ag the
“Miraflores masasacre” In disposing
of the trio, reputediy Chicago gang-
sters, the Purples Introduced ma-
c¢hine guns in Detroit gangsler war-
fare. .
FORCEP DYERS' TRIBUTE

Axler and Fletcher, along with
Fred *Killer” Burke, were arrested
as suspects In the massacre. Police
grilled them without result, and the
thres “wera sventually released.
{Burke is now’ ®erving a an wan-
tenca for murder at'- 1;! quct‘te

Prizson.) -7 u‘-_»-,——. e
“Durin e P i
T wm."—Jo vioen

tridbutef Lun’ Petro

ChEs dnd
g

o0 the chaners and gyers’ whr
u: ma another story purport-
ing upmn the oﬂ;ln of  the
gang't name, :: B s e
- Bo-callad “purp!o nngs" were
known_ long ago, some historians
claim. " Dyers, they say, have been
assoclated always with the purple
dye because 1t was the firat dls-
covered hy the Phoenicians, who
originated the art of dyeing. Purple,
therefore, has hecome the symhal
of the dyer. Thua, according {o this
explanation, the “purple” gang be-

arid War Fleichar was a popu-f} The Purple gang was organized
- 11%-pound preliminary fighter at }Fupposedly as & defensive organi-
. old Military A. C. in Brooklyn. jFation, employed by lacal gamblera
. z00R wak takern into the stable Jto defend their establishments from
a welkknown manager, Silvey|belng plifered by a gang of In-
ans, who satd: vaders from St. Loula known L 1.1
~I toolk the kid under my wing [“Egan’s Rata”
rcause he's willing te fight four The St. Louis Rats were Slamed
mes a week if you'd let him— | for the kidnapmg in March, 1926,
nd when he gets pald off he {of Meyer (Fish) Bloomfleld, then A
rings his dough home to his | “stick man” at Charles T. “Doc”
ther.” Brady's gambling place, 328 Grand
UIT RING 1IN 1923 River avenue, above the siore
Around Brooklyn, where Fletcher | where Dr. Julluz . Hartris was
as known as a shy youth, the)shot and killed during an attempted
vxing fraternity was tremendousiy [holdup of “Goldle's handbook”
irprised when he ¢ventually broke | Saturday nizht. . o '
e prmt here as s na!or!ous hoed-| TCRNED TO RACKET
1m. -The ‘*“snatching” of RBloomfieid
F:etcher finally renchesthe main | was tha first of a lucrativa serles
vent clasa in New York, but was|of kidnapings of rich gamblers for

comes the "dyers’” gang,
CONTINUED ACTIVITIES

The lucrative cleaners and dyery
protection racket was broken up by
the police with the arrest of 12
‘Purples Besides Axler and Fletcher,
those arrested were Abe Bernstein,
reputed leader; his brother, Ray;
Abe Kaminsky, Abe Miller, Harry
Keywell, Irving Milberg, Georga
Cordell, Joe *Honeyboy” Miller,
Sam Axler (Abe's brother) and
Irving Shapiro.

They were ncqultted nfter a
stormy trial

Although the edge had Deen
taken off the protection racket, the
Purples continued to operate as
bootleggers, rum runners, hijackers,
smugglers, handbook operators and
dope peddlers.

~er a great fighter, He quit in|ransem money, and it soon hecamek Prohibition agents nnauy ‘hrou~ht
nz3, and shortly after maved to]doubtful as to whether thd “Pur- q!quor violatlon chargea against'

Yetroit. He began fraternizing with Jples” were taking a defendivesor

fouy members of the gang rnd

k= “mabs" and in 1925 he accepted Jan offensive part in the crim>s.
nather bout because, he sald, “thel A few traitorous members of the

. SA s b e m L, !

[T

"made the charges stick.” This was

in 1029, A.xIer, Fletcher, Sutton'!

and Mllberg were sentenced 3 A
Federal Judge Charles . Simons to -
serve one year and 10 months n
the Federal Penlientiary at Leaven- -
worth, Kan, and 1o Py ﬂnu; r\§4€ _
35.000 each. R i o
COLLINGWOOD MASSACRE « ’

They served their sentences and
did not get Into seriouas troubla
with the law agaln until Septam-{
ber, 1931. At that time the Purplel™
gang wa3s accuszed of perpetrating’j 5
the “Collingwoed massacre.,” Joe
{Nigger} Lebovitz, Herman (Hymle)
Pau} and Ixzy Sutker, members of f;
the rival “Navy” gang, had been¥.' "
shot down and the Purples were 4
hiamed.

Axler and Fleicher v.ere ques-
tloned and releazed. Ray Bern-
stein, Harry Keywell and Irving ¥
Milberg were prosecuted, found §
guilty, and sent t.o Marquette Prison
for life. -

Milford Jones, a notorious Bt
Lowis gunman, was murdered u
he stood at the bar of the swanky’

qscted- m;\@r rrmain
o dt)mir! ords o, sy

Stork Club, 4T Rowena straet. )
June, 1832, and agaln Fletcher and
Axler were brought in for grillng.

Both .“wers relea.scd-,. 'rha gonu
" e

waystery™ (¥

" LastWinler Axler h\i ‘I-‘l
atlemped to' re-enter profess:on,})
boxingas managers. Their boxers *
were t'e vetiran Morrle Sherman,
hisx broher Jackle, & novice, I-ouf.
Mays, + Des Moines middleweight,:
and z;ther boxer who way Raown |
to thaboxing fraternity as “the for- ¢!
|mer 1zht heavywelght champion #
of Jwkson Prison.” Other "le”lu-‘
ma’z" managers had betier boxers
ans Fletcher finally said, *there’s
ne dough here for me,” and retired
from the managerial end. Fletcher i3
vas last seen in the ring at Arena | -
jardens as a3 aecond‘. for, Lqus ‘
Mays.

RBut shortly hypfore he wns ar-.
‘ested aa a pub¥c enemy again, a
row weeks ago, Fletcher began is
surg clrculars to promoters an-
not cing himseif as the manager of
Miri's Sherman and seeking bouts
frr tus fighter. Hc styled Nimself}
L “bo:ing manager” at the time of
his arrest as an “enemy.”

gang has been convicted on the
Public Enemy charge and were
sentenced to the House of Corree-
tion for §0-day sentences, Axler and
Fletcher, awalting trial and under
% bond of $1,000 each to appear be-
fore Judge John P. Scallen, jumped L
their bcmd They were “lamsters”
a.t. the timy—zf their sudden deaths

“er and Fietcher. underworld-
t a1 say, were the milifant person-
#}ities who held the remnants of
t§e Purpls gang tozether durin
‘18e last half-year or so. With the

"‘antinued on page 13) g B
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urpla Gang gunmen, are being
§nnr{erg or, questioning after

LP:-I’C

Lé,tho Mike Flannegan Is accompnn}-

- " GANGSTERS, SLAIN TOGETHER CAUGHT IN RECENT RAID
Here Axler {left) and Fleicher,

Ing them. The gang palr, slain on a "rlde" In
lons Oakland County road early yesterday, at this
time faced police together as they faced their
murderer's )eslerday. (This 1s & Timea plcture.)

diminutive
taken to police
a public enemy

The Detrolt Tire:
bovember 27, 193

Axlel’s
. Police

""Here are tha Tecords
Fletcher, Purple gangsters

Ax!er was arrested 18 o
]n \cw York and Detroit,
'u!\s crmv!cted three times,

iy pollce record follows:
'Apﬂl 1920, arrested in

-

1, ¥rork, fobbcry and assault,

missed by magistrate.
March 21, 1921, arrested in
York, grand larceny, discha
by a magistrate.
Dec. 6, 1931, sentenced (o
to 5 years in Sing Stng Priso:

burglary.
Dec. 7, 1923, arrested In B
Iyn, aitempted attack or

woman, discharged by a m
trate.

Oct. 27, 1928, arrested In
“Abe Gold”

troit ms as A
orderly person, dlschargcd
superintendent.

Oct. $1, 1326, lrrestqd n
troit as “Ahe Golf® a% a p
witnoss, dl'schar;ea by =
intendent.

March 29, 1927, nrreeted in
troit as “Harry Levine” rob
‘armed, discharged by s
intendeni.

‘May 9, 1927, rﬂhhery ‘armed,
charged by superintendent.

Aug. 18, 1923, robbery »or
discharged by superintendes

=

¥

SLAYINGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLE

g'The awesome news that Abe
er and Eddie Fletcher “were
t bumped off” electrified
ﬂaﬁﬂtuu of Detroit's underworld
the emall, black hours.
‘u7- It came- first before dawnm yester-
’d-y as a fumor wiich was soon
eqnﬂrmed via_the grapevine of the
ncket world. The previous chief
“topic in the hoodlums’ delicatessen
Iheadquarters—"they stuck up Gol-
‘,dlu nandbook and kiiled a guy'—
Yyas immediately superseded.
;5" ‘Axler and Fletcher, inacparabie
als and partners, pint-aized tough
guys and killers, wers "biggies" ol
't.be national underworl
> In Detroit they had earned the
odloua reputations of Public Ene-
.mies No. 1 and 2, respectively.
ey They were sawed-off Nafbleons of
‘the iInfamous Purple Gang and,
“from its rise Lo power in 1926 until
E"they died with their shoes on, lead-
Ing actora in tts eriminal history--
‘a history viclous encugh to cause
3 Herbert. Asbury, historian of Amer-

tha United Stalu."“'

crime, to call it “the most pf-p
ciently organized gang,.qx itiars k
B

; ﬁetcher.

St. Louis gang scems to have
merged with the Detroiters, the
combination being strengthened by
the addition of a dozen or so of
accredited tough cnes {rom New
York.
. The new gang proceeded to work
from the viewpoint that there is
more profit in levying tribute thaa
in belng paid for bodyguard.

T 1927 Axler and Fletgher occu-
pied a sulte in the Miraflores Apart-
ments, 108 East Alexandria avenue.
In this huilding they and their
gang reputedly wiped out Frank
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Bloom, threa-opposing gangsters, in
what- hiz becoms known as the
“Mirafiores massacre.” In disposing
of the trio, reputedly Chicago gang-
sters, the Purples !ntroduced ma-
chins guns in Delro;t gangster War-
fare.

FORCED DYFR.S' TRIBUTE

Axler and Fletcher; along witb
Fred YKiller™ Burke, were arrested
as suspects jn the massacre, Police
gr,uLed them without result, and the
. eventually releued.
. ‘nm:wln a ll n -
Ttls oaid that pack, Whed [tence_ ;9, e at e {',:’5',.
h \Imtlor_ ‘ 2 2

boys want to see me ln aclion Just
once”

Hae boxed Don Burchard at Harry |¢
Harris’ Fairview Clubd, Mack and
Fairview avenues, and the mob saw
him get decisively outpointed in
eight rounds.

It was from this ﬂght. soma say,
that the name “Purple” gang origl-|im
nated, Fletcher followed the then
poputar WNew York prire ring cus-
tom of dressing the fighter and his
seconds in  colored jerseys. The
c¢olor of the jerseys, on this occa-
sion, was & bright purple, . .
MORE VICIOUS XKILLER

- Axler never was a pug. His nose
had not been knocked askew as
Fietcher's- was and his sizabie
ear8 had never been ‘“caull-
flowerized,” but nonetheless his was
the more sinister face of the two.
He had an acquiline nose, high
check bones, deep shadows under
his small’ eyes, smﬂten ‘theeks, and
a thin_ tight mouth;uﬁieg urned

} Vlelod]
ifer uld_ ¥ mmér fghtir’ than | (ﬁurka

- which is s0 often

little men.
ve, beady

Ll

l.racle ph
RiH nad dulg furtd

' thu ] aill"‘“ii*‘

Ly

LY, Just #pi

ixler pl.u'p

P e T
f;'New fvygg

A mhvArTIAL earﬂ Axler'a{

Y
btcher's rgﬁ"gm Maﬂ
THe two "Lilfers of % tut.hn" mi

bt bamaitiad Lmd -

X o 422 Bt0)
ing lo uphfn ﬂxg ori,g-}n
giﬁ(a name. > a2

-

and Milberg were sentence
Federal Judge Charles C. Sim:

serve one year and 18 mont
the Federal Penitentiary at L«
worth, Kan, and to pay fir
35,000 sach,

COLLINGWOOD MASSACRT

.They served their sentenc:
dia’ not get into sérlous t
with the law again until S
ber, 1931, At that time the I
gang was accused of perpet
the *“Collingwood magsacre.’
(Nigger} Lebovits; Herman (H
Paul and Izzy Sutker. memb
the zival “Navy” gang, had
shot down and lha Purplc-
b'lnmed. .

" Axler nnd F'htcher ‘were
tlaned and relenaed Ray
stein, Hury ‘Kaywell ‘and
Milberg wera prosecuted,

' guilty. and sent to Marquette

for lfe, .. .3 I
Milford Jones, a~ noinri
Louis gunman, was murde:

ha stood at the bar of the =
Stork Clul; 4T ‘Rawena str
June, 1982, 'and again Fletcr

Axlsr were broughg ln ior 2
BQ!}‘ m I‘%_

as manager-. 'rl;mlr t

T eterau Morrie Bhe

}‘ai o *r, Jackle; 2 novice,
Ses Moine: middlew

-J--- tnvas wha aron |
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Here are tha records dt:

5 }‘lelchgr, Purple gangstcrs. '. =~
A 1 .‘Lt!e} iwas arrested 18 u v. %7, 1921, robbery armed,
T’ "\ﬂz York and Detroit. l@l %ﬁmm by superintendent..

w:q eonglcted three times. = - 28, 1928, pickpocket, dfs-
s ‘pnnce record follows: " %%’g?} o, Loiok'ar ;grh:ot;:g:;ﬂr;ed
Lo Al 920, t ; ’
eefl % 1 arrested In New ~3],.;(It'|'|ll.secl b: Jud;eﬁe}‘mnk
!

 Yroryl robhery and assault, dlh- A
[ssed b, trat |
m y magistrate. ‘ MolPT ¢ 1529, robbery armed.

March 21, 1921, arrested In Now+ ,7:;

York, grand larceny, discharged | < :::fd by Judge Charles
_____ B maoistrata i B
by & magistrats. P

Dec. 8, 1331, sentenced to &'A P Y 14, 19M, sentenced to one

to 5 years In Siag Sing Frison for ‘ yeuf h:v::‘ dlﬂﬂ “r:\:ust;:;o;nml;e::;:-
urglary, 4 .
ey 1983, arrested In Brotk . dar] of the Tnited States code.

lyn, attempted attack on 7 s lwd t h& lssiupr:ll-r&et:;;‘d:rnnaed,
Toman, dmw‘w by oa mlgl o518, 1831, charged with

trate, e g Wt i
N t] .

Oct. .7';.19“' nrrested n D? -l”i'_l khém nl:re]r&:: :g times

trott as “Abe Gold™ ax a dig}' v in it and was con.

orderly person, dlschnrged L.,, M[ only duoe when ha went to

l_E [IEF\_tbh

: {Continucd frur;:. page 3}
adeath’*pollce “clalm, the reign
!the notoricus ganﬂ' is_ vlrtuahy

; }OVCT J
3 Nearly all of its domtn'mt mem-

‘hers have cither left Detroit or B
been killed or fmprizoned. Ray &
Bernstein, Harry Keywell,and In’-

superintendent. .. T <
Get. 31, 1928 arresled in wuﬂ.h Hi: mlice record
troit as “Abe.Gold) &% & pull&

ing AMiiperg, Coilingwaed it 3 | witaes dfichargsd by super- b
are lLife-limers at V"rquelle In tfﬁ Pf 3 !n.tendi;\t. .- 3
- same prison, Philip Keywel and; - %} March 20, 192, arresied in rg—y g«“ :';. i :
¥ Aorris Nader are serving life sept % b prolt as “Harry Levine® robbery | 3¥ t. ; Hﬁ. robbol'? armed.
& i tenees for killing a Negro boy th} =’} grmed, discharged - by suPﬂ!:j; 43¢ rarged by superintendent.
RS, SLAIN TOGETHER, CAUG came across one of their llauory intendent. - S EDfe M, bk robbery armed.
Fletcher, diminutive fng the plants. ‘ *ina ‘May 9, 1927, mbbery armed, &c s “l"‘eﬂ‘ by superintendent.
being taken to police lone Oa, Abe Gernsiein slays away }:DT st this | c¢harged by superintendent. “1#)i? 1., 1527, charged witt
: after & public enemy tims fa Dotroit, and his brotier, Jodeph. 137 ey p Avg. 18 1927, robbery arnied,. T """d"v ‘“ﬂh! reed on writ,
murden said to have quit ganzdom enhrcl) sture.) diqcharged by .upe,mtend",g : ab s,“'hz:e 1823 anc
L runr: 1o ¥y armed

¢ any-
wnnegan Is accompany " Joscph “Honeyhoy™ Miller is:{n

- ly:m'ac home for the msane T ”“1 I_upeﬂntendent.
| F AV l A F} W ARE LEET P 1L 1- arrested as dis
Irving Shaplire, ke Axler and- ren nn, dlschar;ed by su

wl"l’ lent, ¥

"'i"

. Fletcher, “went gut the hard way.>
¢ Abe boys want to see me ia actl Remalning, police say, aré mﬂy have and Milberg were nentenceq kj’ -Blipt. !.}nnd Nov. H 1928, ol
“were | ONCe.” é izzy Be“‘""”‘ Harry Sotton, Harry )y, thel goderal Judge Charles C. Simons to] a med, dl!dll!‘:bd bx super
He boxed Don Burchard _ Fleisher, 8am Draplkin and Dave ed by serve one year and 10 montha in ntdndent B
. y 14, 1829, sentencad to an

striffed
rworld

!;:: the Federal Penltentiary at Leaven-
worth, Xaa, and to pay fines O\J o T -

000 each, .
re ls COLLINGWOOD. mss.\cm: ; ,ﬁ
thn.n They served thelr sentences and:

: dl& not get 'Into. merious troubla
with the Iaw agsln untl} Sept

Harris® Falrview Club, M ' Banks.
Fairview avenues, and the i§] The delicalessen headquarterﬁ;
him get decisively outpoll where the gamy met, and where
s soon : &igOl rounds. friendly "angsters from other cities
of the| It was from this fight, sof sat out the night with the Purples,
x echlef | that the name “Purple” gand hay been almost deserted since ihe
nated. Fletcher foliowed Fletcher and Axter, nattily dreasﬁ,,

ah-s«

yester-

-atessen
:p (;g]- popular New York prize T pcr[umed and gver-barbered, wertljoceu-
gy — tom of dressing the fighter § “on the lam” and, unknuwlnglyt‘go part-| ber, 1931. At that time the Purpls
Lo seconds in colored Jersey® “ihe last TG““"‘"?”‘?‘ - *'.r:-rnge' gang was: ‘ccused of DQZ‘pSt!‘Iu V -
sparable color of the jerseys, on this ... v STV TI g - - CREY i@ theirithe ."Colllngwood muutre.“ Joa .
d tough | %ion, Was a bright purple. gang reputedly wiped oyt Frank(Nigger) Lebovits Herman (Hymle . ..
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph|Fau! and Jzzy Sutker, mémbers’ "~

Bloom, three opposing gangsters, in [ the rival “Navy" gang ‘had benn"
what has becoms known as the|shot down and the Purples wm
E | “Miraflores massacre.” In disposing b[;mgd A ST MRS Y
')’ei:‘c:tlv:{:’_. i:i;Che;:d “':l"‘ 'e:ndb bia f’_i“bll; t the trio, reputediy Chicago gang-{ - Axler “and Fletchet wers  qiies.|
Jeons of | gowerized” b t" lh’}“ hic“ “laters, tha Purples introduced ma-|tioned and released 'Ray Bers-
and zed,” but nonetheless his was .1, guns in Detrmt gangﬁter war-| stein, Harry Keywell ‘and Irving
;1286 tu- the more ainister face of the two. 8¢, Milherg - wais  proseculed; . foynd
O .| e had an acquiline nose, high 'rorcED DYERS 'mmv'm guity, and sent toumu{n‘
;’;;-to:; - ;t;:ek bones, deepﬁsbq‘ﬁows under |* pAxfer and Fletcher, along with g L
— amall eyes, punken cheeks, and o
lg :;nu:: & thin u.:l a;kmﬂhfﬂklrh :;rnnd ::e:m::il:rm]?:::k;:af: :rrested
L1} " G " 14 g, Fulive
most o ;up af’ thutgogn‘en. 4 ng ge g%s-m—- tmjgd‘t::;n without result, and the
s }ﬁY tepu wis 2 jnors viclous] ¢y e eventually rejeased.,
2 ey add &° rouzhar fighter thgll 15 eving 8 B e
tatchef. T fs el thag onch, when ﬂ; Bat v A
by a “Junior. Puipha” what " 3 ‘
;-V-hmald ‘ds %f“ 9§ ; il:fem ",

gies” of MORE VICIOUS KILLER
Axler never was a pug., HIis nose
ned the had not been knocked askew as

Milford 'J‘ onka, EY

Louls 5uﬂ-'.‘-".¢.:n, i

s
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uver,

I HWearly oll of dnminant mem-

fbhers . cither Dot toll or
or

Vipe Mibs
"aro Yife-t:
sonue pilooan, o ndlip
Morris Itador are s:
ctenees for killing a Ne
came  aciess’ onz  of
plants,
Ao
Detroil, and his byother, Joz g 3
cumad o heoco gait ganccdem entirely.
: CHeie 't N :
wie for the in
IR AL LEETD
[iviny  sharive, Tike
cleher, ! aul the
Ronw : polic
Tein, Blarry ¢
Sam Drapkin and 1V
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The  delicatessen  headiupteg
where the pang onet, and wher
friendly can ‘s from other cilies
sat oul the with fhe T'urple
has been desortnd o the
Fleteher onntiily dressed,
perfumerd over-barbered, went.
“on the lom” and, unkng to




" were said by police {0 have been

Detroat’_f{uf‘rie,'

Gang Smasimd_ ‘

By Own Greed

Police Say Leaders Conld
! Not Stand Prosperity

: or Take Orders.
‘Delroit, Feb. 24 (f.—The Dur-
hle gang is dead—by its own hand.

‘Jealousy and greed did thei- work

evens before repesl of prohibition
..... ad tha acklaaaing amAd rnlasls i

uulr:u ing SOGLIEZEINE and nilta hio!
Fooking basiness, says Chiel of De-
S oL

ectives Fred W. Frahm. '
?

:“The Purples crumbled from,
byithin. The big shots couldnt <iand |

prosperity and couldn't take o:‘ders.& .
The final blow came last fall when " )
) Abe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, 1ypi-;

.ca\ Purple pangsters, who rtose {o:
‘power in a weakened organivation..
were put on the spot in their own
car.”

Kidnaping, robbery, exioriion, ai-
valind eocking and hoollegoing., toug-
der—all were wrilten in the meb's
record here, until the law and guus
in the han~-s of their own members |,
caught up with those around whom |
the gang had been built.

“No one is cc‘rtain how the gang |-

ipol its name,” =aid Frahm, "Il may
thave start=d when some merchants
'on the East side called & bunch of
‘peity thieves ‘Purple, meaning off-
ccolor. Anvway, lhis bunch of kids,
numbering 40 or 50, grew bholder as
they grew older, and in 1026 the
name 'Purple Gang' had gaired a
_sinister aspect.”

i Im July, 1930, Jerry Buckley,
Iradio commentaior, who had waged
‘a campaigh against gambling, was
tshot 1o death in a hotel iobby., The
I,r.'ase stili is unsolved,  three men
having heen tried and acquilied,
lbut the policé began pushing the
gang so hard that quarrels amang
1ts membars were rumored, revenue
fell off, and many of the members
left town.

,' Police said the conviction of Ray
jBernstein with Irvmg Milbery and
Hany Keywell in the Collingswonord
lManor Maszacre would “whip” the
.Purples. " Three brothers, alleged

leaders of the gang. left Detraoit, i

. Avrlae nmd Tnd ol cn

y HRICT ang I‘AELLHEI, whose brdies |
were found only a few months ago,

the last of {he old-time Forpies,
who iried te remalf In Detroil and |
,reorgan_'z;g the old Fang. ‘
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Two Found Slain on |
" | ‘Ride’ Near Detroi

bETROIT, Nov. 26—(A)—The
bodies of Abe Axler, 34, and Eddie
Fleteher, 33, Detrnit and Wew York
police characters, swore found in an
automobile near fashionable Bloom-
tield Hills today. Both had been
ehot to death.

The men appeirointly had been
wliin several hours before. Enach
h been shot five times. Polic
bdlieved the men had been slai
while riding in the car and th
tieir slayers had heen with the
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2 of Puiple Gang’
Killed in Detroit

é’nx:m e P23 T N

.! DETROIT, Nov. 26 (AP) —Slain,

"in the manner of gangland, thel

~bodies of Abe Axler, 34, Detroit)

+

" {been dead thirty minutes. Each|

¢+ The bodies were-Imkt

public enemy and long known to!
New York police, and E'Idicl
elcher, 33, ux{,nu.u mLh Axler
in underworld activy es ‘here since
.1926 were found g
-an automobile ne ’Iashlonable
‘Bloomfield Hillsj} e

rear of
a car owned by AxRrr's wie. Anj
rautopsy indicated: Il “hen had

had been shot five times.
Both men were reputed mem-
bers of the “Purple Gang"
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l.lf,’,‘_’;g(.k fflembers Of
‘ “urnle nnga ¥
G SUIIPpAe wlld

4y ‘% f-l‘:) . ~i '(Ai‘ Livegds ) -
L. 5. Fhavean of Jubestigation,
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H et MR PR
Department of Jurtiee e ‘ ‘ "
P
nAey= o . . [ A I L 31
62D Lafayette iy, ' Vo
Letroit Lichi o : o
Noveaber 23 1200 o
o
4
Lo b
b

Director
Tidwrfmdomry ~F Teovran
LALY Lo LV WL FUIR A =i

tigatic
U. 3. Department of Justic
Wwashington, D

t—«-::i

C.

Dear 3ir:

There are bvelng transnitted herewith newspaper
clippings taken from The Letroit Tiv

s of Kovemver 27, 1923
which concern the murder of +two tiie Detroit
Al PV*’.Y'I er and Lr'!ﬂ'in 4‘191_;31:.3:\, who it will e no +(—_“-;’
are allegedly re &ognxzed as Detr Lt tublic Zpermies hos, 1 aud 2.
It will elso be noted tlut the eriminnl recerds of the two
above individusls are set out in these clipplnzs.

ror the Livision's
infornavion,
rolice nunber of

inToruztion with regerd +*c
Flease te advised ihat e Detroit
Axler is 296305 and Fletcher, 2854:.

Very truly yours,

Py &F :
Py Zrmrn :

Vim. Larson . .
“LiMED Specicl .gent in Charge
%, Encls.
a-
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Abe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, machine
gun terrorists of the Purpie gang and recog-
nized as Detroxt s Public L “nemies One and
Two, had dled today as they lived—by the

gun. - l

Their bullet-riddled bedies, returned from then‘
last ride in an isolated road in Qakland County early |
yesterday, lay in the Lewis Undertaking Parlors, 7739 |
John R. street, awaiting shipment to New York’s East
Side, their former home, for burial.

Meanwhile, police of Oakland and Wayne counties sought
the motive of Detrmi gangland’'s infest -.lavmgs and gudul
themsclves to prevent reprisals from the few surviving

The members ol the once powerful Purples.  The double slaying
marks the first time Purples have been taken for a ride.

*-« CVEET 1A
. 1 by
AL LL v Un

Detroit KILLER BURKE'S PALS

Times Delectives were cheeking information today that a gang

. of alcohol distillers had lhe two k%’d for doubic-crogsing
' them last Summer. The report i that “While the distillers were

L1/27/53 .

in jail or hiding from police,

Fletcher and ‘Axler took charge

{of their distilleries but failed to

turn over the profits.

The twe gunmen, inseparable

T&ifeE their arrival from New York
“-wiren they joined Fred “lKilier”

Burke and the late Gus Winkler in

Lidnaning angd hilack ing and whn

q<LIGRGPINE ani ;ac

(| have been charged with practically

every crime of record, were found
one clasping the other's hand, their

| bodies riddled, in the rear seal of
Jla new car belonging to Mrs. Eve]‘y
1 Axjer, wife_of Abe.

It was patrlied just off the Quar-
ton road, 100 yards east of Tele-

Ygraph road, facing. cast, in the ex-
1eclusive Bloomfield Hill section, and

powder burns convinced police the

1death guns were pressed agalnst

the viclims' bodies.
Identificaiion was traced first

1 through the license number of Ax-

ler's ear. The identifications were
quickly corrobarated by pelice, long
familiar with the pair, and later hy
the widows,

¥red Lincoln, Bloomfield Town-

lJup residential policemaen, fouad
| the bodies, =till warm, when he
! gpened lhe door of the sedan, be-

foom — =

X

of Ahe Fein, sportasman, {or whose
ahdnrlion Joseph "Red” O'Rlovdan,
also an al€ged former member of

lieving 1t to contain petters, at 2
a. nt. yvesterday,

Several Detroit homicide sguad
detectives, Cakland County dep-
uties and underworld cronies of
the gangslers believe Axler and!
Flotchrl wtre killed in reprisal for'
“an old debt.” i

“They had a greal many ene- [
miles and had been accused of !
numerous muarders, including the -’
machine gun massacras of three
men in the Miraflorgs Apartment
e Fast Alcxaﬁa strecl in
1929," -John HoFNman, lieutenant
in“charge of thelspeccial investi-
galion squad, said. "It s likely
rmte friends or relatives of mur-
der vicllms ecaught wp with
them."

Intimales of the two revealed to

the Times that both hoodlumis had
been back- in, Detroil {he last 10
davs after having jumped {iheir
$1,000 bonds whije awailing trial as

public enemies, The real reason
they fied, the Times was toid, was
that thev feared arrest in connec-
Lion with the 3.year-old kidnaping

the. Killer Burke kidnap mob, is
now awaiting trial.

29632~ -’L
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Dep*t of Juatice.
Waahington,D.f’. :

Vith the strides the department of which you are he&d, 1s making,‘
Beems &8 if Detroit haa been overlooked An. the cleanup of gongater 3
: e this 1i‘oe1=r.y to write youas T am ‘one whose. .tegnm&te usiness..
‘waa ‘muecled -in on., I was given the opportunity to either permit ITEE
8 ‘gang lnown as the ! Purple Gang" take over nv buaineaa, or be found in
the Detroit rivers _L"'-fg‘ . : R

L.-[‘J _.-,

i My bus ineaa 13 oerving raoa reaulta to clienta,whioh since raci :

- hae been legalized in various szections of the country, g conaidered eg'

in Detroite Several yeare ago this mob come to ‘my office 4" &nnoti

¥ould take charge and if Y didn't like it my body wquld be. ‘toun

in the Detroit river. Tha" "head of this mob Jack Lewid End the R

brothere are all. kinet of the vorst type. Several or this “mob ;
errim “life terms - in the state  prisons, Yet I am compelled to: SRRE:

_par:;ites run mr bunineas and ta.‘toe the ‘biggeat cut of the proﬁ.t :

dea B : :

- At the t:L... they took over "~ wy ‘buaineaa there wore aevera.l other.
tmall concérns of the same type which were - orderi
' under penhlty of deatho”-r: Gt

ey I pray ths.t yoﬂ wil]. bave zour'department
. inveatiga.tion of the “Purple Gang* activities in U5EEd

the pame  dose your department has given some of tiptxeat, They ar
also connected with the dope a.nd: liquor rackete her&M¥a in fact ont”rol

‘bnt of thme R

,‘.I ‘dare not gire you "nw name ‘out an - 1nreotigat1'§ _111 diac].o_au
what I heve told you above is true and I trust. you will do ‘everything
.. in your power to rid Petroit of. th.io ‘ enaoo‘ o.nd put ‘h se
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622 Women Arrested Here in
Past 20 Months; Conditions
In First Precinct Scored

Rumors that a whife slave ring
operating out of Defroit, Mich,,
controls a large portion of Wash-
ington’s vice are being investigated
by Commissioner Melvin €. Hazen.

The District head today received
a report from Captain William E.
Hoimes, commander of the Firsh
Police precinct, on the work of two
detectives assigned to the investi-
ya.tlon of vice in the downtoun
cecm:m which revealed tha1 of A
total of 1453 arrests madc by the
pair in the last 20 months, 622
were women.

Firs{ Precinet Bad

Numerous complaints aboul the
evil in the First precinct have
been made to Commissioner
Hazen, and police have hcen in-
structed to investigate the opera-

|tions of out-of-town persons en-'

gaged in white slave practices.

Police headquarters detectives
are tracing the rumor that the
Detroit gang is operating here by
investigating the records of ecach
person arrested on charges of so-
liciting,

Most of those

ta ramia Fram atha
found to come from other

it
and it is said that there is a con-
stant influx of recruits for the il-
licit trade.

The detective bureau is in con-
stant communication by telegraph
with the police of other cities in
an aitempi io gei conciusive evi-
dence of the local operations of
the Purple Gang.

Law Seen Weak

One of the deferents to stamp-
ing out the social evil here, it was
pointed out by District officiaia,
is the local law which fixes the
police c¢ollateral for so!iciiing 111
$25.

Corporation Counsel L:»_r_n,gff.
Preidpaosonshas drafted a bill for

nal action which will in-

crease this penalty to $100.

arrested are
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‘Purpte Gang' Bandit Held.
Special 1n THE NEw York TIMES.

NEWARK, N, J., April 4.—Victér
Connellan, 45 vears old, of Detroft,
said to be one of the last survivols
of the “IPurple Gang'' of that cith,
was arrested Tuesday in Hoboken
by police and Federal Secret Ser-
vice men, il was disclosed today at
the Secrel Service office here. The
offjce holds a warrant .for the re-
maval of Connellan te Detroit,
wlhiere he has been sought since
lagt November on a counterfeithg
chirge. Pending removal, helis
being held at Hoboken Police Hepd-
guarters.

= e L 4

__EW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1935,
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

~

h ; !
\-...»- - ' t
!

DIRECTOR ' A" )
Federal Brevau nf Innestigatinn [

b Mrp.o !

. &. Bepartient of Fustice o

ST

RVF Washington, D. €. ' o
June 5, 1%75. M
'I'ime—ﬁ :05 Ao Io M:,
/ my

. M. -

wam-mrﬂ; FO3 1is LATHAN N N
: ' 4

RE: Detroit Purple ‘lang l/ Mg

The Acting Capiain of the Guard t ls;%oned me this norning - -dee—-
gdvised that two men in zn automobile were at “he Minth Strecet Oate; thut
the driver c¢laimed to be an ex-policeman and *heo man vith hin was dressed
as a woman. This ex-polic¢eman states that this ren with hin is a memher o1
Detrcit's former Furple Cang and he broushi. i fto the Feder:l Zurcau of
Investigation for questioning by our .gents. “he feting Captuin of the
Guard stated that the ex-policeman seemed to ininl he had a rooe things fov
the Bureau.

I telephoned Ir. Ladd of the ashin ton Tiela (fficc risht away
and received instructions that they vere to bo held at the THinth Street Tntc
end that he would have two Sgfents come down ri-ht away to contact then. 1
transiitted this information to the Acting Zapytair of the Sunrd uno ahoted
that he would Lave +these ven wait until the 5 -onts shiowed un.

i Resnectfully,
2
‘ T e
/. - /“jj.t.--—t—’é"—g/ i

RECORDED & INDEXED é ;2—0?‘? é 52 ~ Z

R i



JOMN EDGAR HOOVER O )
DIRECTOR

Federal Burenu of Infiestigation
TDQ:RCL ’ .
L S, Department of Yustice

Washington, D. €.

June 24, 19°%,

A q.' . '
MEMORANDUM FOR LR. TOLSON. éﬁff*w’;ﬂf

(b)(‘lXC) |

On June Elst_in the Lttorney
General's office telephoned and st ted that the telephcne

operator for ihe Attorney Generzl had Just recelved a
telephone cell which bhad been truced to VWoodwerd and
Lothrop from someone steting that she possessed considerable
informztion relstive to the workings of the Purple Gang

in Detroit snd wanted to know if we would be interested

in chasing this matter down.
(YY)

I inf‘omedFth:.-t unless it was
some viclatlon over which the Feaeral Burezu of Investigsticn
Lad

has primsery investigative juricdiction, the Bureau wes uu-
7 authorized to teke any action.

""*‘el—-.a‘,-#*

- Respectfully,

A

T. D. Quinn.
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Licht
Very nice looking; poss:.bly
extractiong

2+ . B B

Possibly of Xtelian extruotion,

the leow

5ot

Gray or blue
9 = 205

20 -22
Good

Very peculisr lookin; poscibly due
to a east in her eyes mekinz the e o
appear plercing or emu-cyodg mo.

sho squints,

Bharp, rives her the appoamme of o

shrewl wonan,
Bobbod nnd dyod blcndo.

;}49@@@

' Incsmch a5 1t 43 believed that these people Will rerain in
Trenton mfcil oanteqi oan be made with Chorles Kent and possibly effoot
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STe Spesisl hgent in Charge, Detroits e

his liberetion, it iz desired that .- roview your files o
ascertain whother or not any ong or al) of these persons ere

mtnd by your oﬂ'ﬂ,oc.
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Night Clerk advises ol two men

“tn ecar at Ninth Strecet door - one

&

of thom cluiming the other 10 be o memie
of the Detroit Purp e Gng.

Matteg&eferred to the Field office.

Field office advises they werec 2
couple of drunks and a memorandum
is being submitted.
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Post Offics Dox L1118
Detroit -~ Michiimn

-August 7, 1925
T . v

Special Agent in Charge
Trenton, New Jersey

. Dear Sir: B

Roreronco is pade to your letter of suguat 2, 1935,
relative to ¢ men wonen who vere aesking the releana
of e prisoner, held ot the New Jersey Stete

Priscn, at Trenton, ( bX"} Y(,§

A thorough aserch hes Leen rede of tgs filo in the
Detroit Office of all kpown membera of Detroitts““Purple Gang"
and the nems does not uppear es L member of this

stete that they do rot Imow of eny-

ons ever having b cted with i1he "Purple Goog” Lty the
nane °fﬂméb7h Yo

From the descriptions of the four i1ndividusl

in R s 1mposss
"Purple

aleaso. it is impossible to identify them wi.;h
"y _L:Yﬂlc)

Very truly yours

/ D, L. Nictiolson
HER{AM Spacial igeat in Charge
coc-Bureau \/

RECORDED & 1131110, ,é;‘a??éj Q 7

[llll :-:

AUG 12 1935

AUG f;"..fi935-‘x.5-‘1.

e e NP
“
I
d



[T T S S

L

ez oo oo BoX 1276
J L Oklahoma Oit.y, Okluhom
..,‘“1.\"*‘_:.‘.,,07 1“ .
.i‘i"*s”?-?‘_tr Rl O w@

sﬂ«ck‘u‘i"ﬁ‘-&?* iR ‘"“*"J"*“ i

14-r—"=~¢@-‘mm e

{b\(-—\\{(_\(b\ N

: ,ca—t‘t&rd:&?,.. D

ﬂ.o o the eﬂ'eet thst t.wo mbe o,f: |

He :ﬂeaira t.o be advj_“d a:.‘
thl

mua rece on 1dernble
[y o a aw manthz wl fh raferenca to out-

GII'UHQU“D MMUJ.-D-“UH el WS R
standing f‘udt,ivea. lowever, as & matter of cooporution, it is re-

' quented thet you mdvise by wire whether there ere any outetanding
,.,...w...,,.“ »a-mhors ‘ol this. gang wented. at Detreit, "snd whether the Buresu 1s tafing
part_in sesking t.heir &pprehension, . It will be uppreciaw;ﬁ

'fef.- .s"’-‘ et
%r ""w"" ar ?cﬁlrwgl .fqrmrd your *tol® gnphicr Teply a8, promptly oft.er tne re-

4 r-k. ; .
"'i:;f, Sein r..t.h.tp J.etw,v,as seible.. e .,,,’;; T
Wo‘f\ o SR e __QO w].' ey ‘-ql-g- L . 2 Rttt
' . " Very truly yours,

DRIGHT BRANTLEY,
Special Agent in Cherge.
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"4t oan be definitely established
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Post Offiee Box 2118
Detroit - MNMichigen
Ootober 85, 1935

Specisl Agent in Charge . -

Reference is mede to your letter unier date of
October 23, 1935, wharein this office was advised that the

AEITIEETION %0 the effect that two members oI e

troit Purple Oang are presently in Clarexore and requesting
that this offioce ascertain whether there are any outstanding
menbers of this gang who are wanted,

Cont this dsta, plea
vised that ws inforxed by

t Polios Department,
ou ng re of the original Purple Cang
who ars msoted by the Detroit Pa}ia. Departnent. However.

ut who associated with mabers of that gang, ave

nrasantic mmwbtad e ftha Natwnid Daldas Terewisant (in scanneadt em
eV vy AL W W "' Wy LW PR WAW JWVWaAMWY “F. PR YV SR WYL YW TA WS

with the murder of Frenl Plsen on Ssptember £Y, 1835, at
Detroit, Michigan. ( bY Y
X< )
of the cide Squad,

iy =k A

iios Departaent, fingermriny cerds end photogrephs of

. Po
the two sbove $90d and ere being trans-
mitted herewith,. advised that "John Doe*™
warrants are outs or tae M of Trapk Olsen apd that

%t Thomss gad Browns murdered
Olsen in an attespted holdup. §¢ requestsd that in the event
the two men reported $o be iz Claremore are fdentified as Thomas
and Browns they bDe arrested and hald for the Detroit Polioe
Depertzent and that the Detroit Police Department be netified.

-a_ e

ol rnnal that the Bureau is taking any active p
.ypnhnuon of the tw above mantioned -T

o wir Samee Y =

%, J. Vest ‘l
AiAM Speciel Agent b Chargs -
Eaclosures - Bhap...
- . co-Bureau / a 6% 7.

TELJ WEuLF "m _ ; !:Al R] A“ 0 ':‘.!

B¥s),

A0

( bX‘?)(C)

Sman A esarch of the filas at the Detroit Orf1es Sose

Py

B
: '.g:i"‘.a
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DOMESTIC FOREIGN
| TELTGRAN FULL RATE CARLE]
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‘ MIBHT MERsAQE ety .
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MIGHT LETTER y T
CapLe LETTER H F 0 . . -
Hiom P Commtercial I ] : B Tk P
U - ‘ Lot
L Cables
tecnn should check clae d kervicr dovid, othereint - LR
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Send the jollowing message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are Iuereby agrced to
-~ Detroit, ¥ichiganr “

- : Oct. 25, 1935
5§5’ D. Erentley
’ Federal Bureau of Inveatigetion

U. S. Depeartment of Justice

; 224 Federal Bullding

\& Oklehoma City, Oklshoma - ,
Q

NO OUTSTANDING MEMBERS PURPLE GANG WANTED AIRMAILING PHOTOS FINGERPEID[

= ANMN'?HDMAS AND PHILI%R‘JWNE PANIED FOR MURDER AT DETROIT FORM:ILY

ASSOCIATED WITH MIMBERS PURPLE GANG VHFREZABOUTS UNKNOWK

/ VEST e

INDEve, Sy “
ARM: AM | DE*;XE‘D LA 2 7652
65:45 p.m. 1 e 7 5 Cia
co-Bureau UT R | R
L; U’ f-.:..} 1 ‘.a' I
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UNITED STATES BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON o
sty Los, K . . . . .. . P PRERT N ‘;1\' . .‘
il CASE CuUGINATED AT Okleshoma 01 ty’ Oklahcma . ;.-TLE NO. 32‘:-80 :‘ 5
LY PIADE AY: ' DATE WHCN MADE: ' FERIOD FOR WHICH MA DI REPORT MADE BY: (bI?xC) ‘ I| -:.
wlig City, OKla. 11/2 7/35 10/03 to 11/15/35 ) _’-; 9\;"‘“;““'
Ried ) T _CN;;;;ER OF CASE: -‘ - \-J-'%" EL‘; :
UIKNOWN SUBJECTS Identification (lr"‘ ~
_ {4lleged Members Purple Geng, : (Fingerprints) e
" letrolt, Michigan) o S B _*__-L Y
1gead;

LTI siSoF FACTS:

’ .
.— . . A
. n e . m#
Ty sl e e DO NOT WRITE IN -rnut'uucts o "’r M{zﬁ'ﬁ
\( 3 I e e . L 2. 5
;\L; a\_j: s guo * RICQ DID AND 1NMXID|
STWANRGE £1 HCIAL Aom
: / N CHARGR s 1935
UNITED STATER E:cx:o oFF

bl s stating that there were presently: 'no&mtatandinemaﬁbew‘:

aeceived information that members of the (qufﬁﬁj
rple Gang were operating a night club between )
Tulsa agg Claremore, OklagL Photographs amd fingerprintas of )
- Anthony*Thanas. and FhiliplsBrowne were obtained fram.the:De— .iv: et
" troit office, and the photograph of FPhilip Browne under tha,-- el
allas of Harry Miller was tentatively identified as. being - L
one of the persons in the vieinity of Tulss, PBrowne and
Thomas wanted for murder by Detroit Police Departmsnt..

c

1norATLSe 4% Oklahoma City, Cklshoma, _
Lo . ST T N e iline

e T

i len, end stated that he had information. to the effect. that two mambera or the,'*
Ji-trolt Purple Geng are presently in Claremore, Oklahoma. He requested that in-f
;. uthtlon be obtained as to whether any of the outstanding members of this gang
.i¢hl be presently wanted. A lettar was directed to the Detroit office on .
woLeber 283, 1935 requesting information concerning members. of> yhe Detroit Purple .

Gung, and a letter was received from the Detroit office- under~

it

u‘ple Gang who were wanted for any offenses within th
¥,lice Department, aphs and photostatls. gepl
sathony Thomas

- "
were trarsmitted to the Oklahcma Gity office.

co IES OF THIS REPORY runmsu . 'f -

DEC & A0, [):Ebﬁf:lr——-'%s;

- Bu Teau L
% -+ Datroit v o vnﬂq.-mon
oo- owa e Ciby : e, At HOUT l e T [TTT e ~

YA

e ¢ = —4_-..-“-....._-._—--. —_— - ——
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;;ﬁ%}h.-atatedwin thisdatter that these individuals are not regarded as memberﬂ ~f

the original Purple Gang, but that they were associated with members of *i-
gang, and are presently wanted by the Detroit Police Department in connencti:n
with the murder of Frank Olsen on September 25, 1935 at Detreilt in an at-

tempted holdup,

,{rwj—ap - ‘etucerning the papxties and 't the v
G ¥Stone aliaa HarryMiller alias Percny-
' illiy Brown had been tentatively i1dentified as that of a persor =’ f-’N\/\\
had been in the vicinity of Tulsa asnd Claremore, Cklabcama recontly. ’LDV*\C D
\CATR-A¥)
R ‘ ) At '.lulsa, Oklahoma.. .
et M kv v iR e ‘.-# NEPY _.. Ve Lk s Lo e

soveral weaks apo five men from Detro!

. ers of the Purple Gang had come to Tulsa; whexra

they stopped at the Mayo Hotel, 'These men leased the Willow Night Club, b —Mm
located on the main highway between Tulsa and Claremore, and just outsidc

of Tulsa Coypty within the boundaries cf Ilogersg County.

stated that he had not been ©

w27 to secura data as to the registratfons o these individuals at the Map Holal,

e ~’ “and - hed not been able to identify them by name ‘or otherwise. He stated tis}

“ et the ' Willdw' Night Club and the Sheridan Night Club are operated as uancinr' g
gambling houses end that complete gambling cquipment had beer installed =
the Willow Night Club; that these men were supposed to have obtained a le' 5
with some silent partner, who was a resident of Tulsa or 01aremore, and wvonn
identity is unknown; that they did not share with this pariner the profit:
taken in the operstion of the Willow Night Club, and that after operatirg tur
about two or three weeks the partner attempted foreclosure progeedings, ¢ &
least to close up the cludb, in order to force a settlement; that a Depuiy
Sheriff from Claremore went out to the club to close 1t, whereupon he v~ -
taken into custody by the members of this gang, who kept him confired &t te
elub until they loaded all the gambling equipment into trucks, and took it '
some unknown destination. The club was then closed, the Deputy Sheriff r-

leased, and these m% are suiiosed to have gone back to Detroitl iiii bt
about November lst.

. . . e .
Frie ooy ted i T g N R T . . PO . -
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was advised as t-~
Hen omas and Browne, and

""tho deaire ot Jho Detroit Police Deparunaut to cause their approhension.

»<1g conaidered closed by the OIclahoma Oity offices

T LR AN e G e

TR an e

TR SR Py AN e

Sx

_ ‘Ha ‘stated tnar ha” be.l.levea he. mignt 4be able to ascertain the presentl,k\i,.\\f\c j\_&) J

‘ ‘whereabouts of_.the men who oparated- the Willow Night Club as he had
k22 X »’#!r:a ‘heard thay - hudsgorie "bark "torDetroft, “and that
might hw something definite as 10 asent wiela-

abouts, stated that thero was & rumor that two of theo:
men bad &gain come sa for the purpose of reopening the Tillow If: i
Club, but that ha had not beenr able to verify this information,

Since 1t appears that'no Feder=l violation is involved, 'and that

u

.»-the purpose of -this inquiry was for identification purposes only, this ineller

TR R ST A Ty

Copies of- this report are b to the Dotroit offic .

CLOSED

en
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Foot Office Box 2118 : o
DﬁtrOit, mchigm . EE T 1"-..;_, LA o te et
Dopember 2, 1038 . A

1Y

f, e
Speeinl Agent in Charge
J:lahoma City, Oklahoma
Toar Sir: Ro: UI:!KHOV:N SUBJECTS
goﬁ }Aembsm%nrple
SNV ,\ Gang, Detroit, Michigar) )
L2 AP A Identification (Fingerprints} _ P

Reforerce 1s made tomport of Speoiel Agent L
F CKlchama City, Oklahoma, dated 11/27/35. Ploase be -
a infor~ation contained in refsrence report IERPRTERER N

¥y in the city of Detroit there had dean anot . mirder dul-

ing the Cfomisa ¢h erime pesulted in the arrest of '
Anthony hoﬂas, also besn arrested -
- I n‘\n“nm\! -ftl."h T 1ﬂ a. ﬁl‘l""‘l-\‘ ﬂ+nt‘l‘

wul A

GJIU. g béy Uuau kbGP, W [TX*3 IAU e ot e

that in Sapterder 1935 there held wen X and rmrder ot 847 Yool
bridze Streat, Detroit, Uichirun; that Anthony Thomas had beon idsntified
ag bojir 1 in thet rmrder; also that it is believed Philtp Browne,

wes tho man who drave tho oar in this holdup emd.. .. R

murdgelr*s IR TalC T muraer, which nappanea. apyprex “1}' "7 T
“mo weaks ago ,M‘bned that inammch as Anthon honas A
snd Philipi3romne elies Harry"iner have been associated in verions =~ .o

ciines in $ke clty of Dotroit,' it s quite posalble Browne returned to -
utroit and was nloo involved in the second mumler, as the driver of

ut ear has not boon identificd to date. (b)&-,ICX:D )

" RECORDED

Vevy tmﬂ%ﬂ'\}i?"\aép | . Lé.‘g_ gj é_&:_z

FEBU R BUBTAC GE i veSTIGATL

. b
f"}* A -l 'qﬁr ‘ IS ipiha M,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION
Loer 2o 1 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma - T 'moeg
THIS CALE ORIGINATED AT i . FILENO.
VOHESLAT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE :tp:?:;ggz REPOR:F MADE BY (byqya‘)
Cklu, City, Okla, 1/10/%6 12/19,20,30/39

e CHARACTER OF GASE

JLWONN SUBJECTS, Ydentiticatiom

{i11eged Members Purple Gang, ' (Fingerprints}

_ dzoroit, Michigan) .

?
i
i
|
|
|
|
|

D EYNIP°S1S OF FACTS:

All gembling establishments in Tulsas Ccunty, ‘Okla, ham been
closed due to a Grand Jury investigation in‘eonnection with
the death of two men occurring at the Sheridan Club in the
early part of Dacerher. 1935, Officsrs of the State Buresn.

of Criminal Identification and Investigation state thet -
there has been no indication that'the persms wanted for

murder at Detroit have been in the vicinity of Tulsa,

c .

| 2 ERENCE:, I.etter from Detroit office dated Decenber z, 1936,

Vet e, R Lt e

L

R A TLS At Tulsa, Oklahoms,

?or the hgezﬁe'ral inrorﬁ;:biSn .df' tho Eire‘ﬁn‘ a"ndl %ﬁé”ﬁéfrdt of.

\\‘
Y

fizu, gambling activities in Tulsa County, Oklahoy were suspended in the early

rurts unknomn, Thess activities were suspe due to a Srand Jury investige-

pact of December, 1935, and All hubitues n:;gé?ﬂg arrested have dsparted for

fj ua in connection with theg murder of Geor tewart, former police

Revenue Buresu, occurring at the Sheridan Club, - Three anployau £.this clud
huva been indisted by the Grand Jury for:these murders,” and the- trand,
criered the closing of the Sheriden Club end all simi}ar astq‘blia,hm*__

o L v

Agent has had frequent contacts w

_‘ofﬁcer at
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Lewi ppen, special: amployec of :the Uhi: : tesFInteﬂia_lu
vt

S AL
J‘lry haﬂq ‘q)

A T wew T
A . P .
G & _ évgv-" !g\ljéd 2-__.,- 1) @ 1 JANL 81938
]  COPIES OF THIS REFORT o ! I
2 - Bureau 4 _IAN 1?
# —~ Deatroit . : e . "ﬂ —
z - Ok ' MS F U
z - Oklahoma Git-y | LS 4 ; _l‘
R L OV ED | e _v:_f*’ ffcf‘*?t, . —
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ths Information which he had obtalned previously relative to the possible
preasnce in Tulsa of Anthony Thomas and Phillip Browne wasm

o ¢h was contained in the report of this agent of j((‘_,
Wovemvar 27, 1935, ere actively ongaged, in the DL
genersl investigatio of Stewart and Pappan rala-
t1vs Lo gambling activities, and they have gontacted many many confidential
{afunnunts and others connected with the underworld and particularly gembling _
icsivities in Tulsa County. They stated that they had exhibited the photograph -
o+ Froen alias Harry Miller to many of thess informants, but had not been able =~ . %
;. cecure any information indicating that Browne was in the vieinity of Tulsa, -
t111 retains the photographs,. and steted that if Browne should L

4

nuLg sarance in Tulsa, he would cause. his apprahenslon, and’ camnieatag;;‘
itk the Police’ Department' at Detroit._' i ‘,_ Rt e tiirtt 4‘“’” ‘f"‘“f‘.'.’f:““

It app-aars that thare is no rurther inveatigat!an that !’%an bo ponb :
dnieted by the Bureau in connection with this matter, - ~- -« =i e o weimiy o <ol :

. ) oAt T 5
PR Ln e e St L e, wA ke T L TR LT LI putl.: RS s"q.-u-ta?')}u%‘s?' 3.5- Aﬁ‘i&i‘ 46}. dld-i ,‘4’2
. - .n .‘ -
L Sy e R
R Sy
LN
: c L 0 S5ED
S T T A R B B L T LR N Y
. W L . r - t
- - T »N S b
- e
- ) s - .
LA e .
: . -
e wh o) “_: Y
..
. PIN
V-
-
W . . ]

)
K



oy

* | 3

" Betrdit Miche June +26.153¢6
MreJoEdgar Hoover {,\ 7 !
Dept «0f Juatlce LN -
Washington.? oo Coo ?E]?OUQ OOmmHGA-TION
'“}&hVELOﬁaAlracnwn
Dear Sir; o

How osn you expect ua to run cur business so that we oap pax inccre tixer,
if you allew this msn Robert\Fisher,reputed front man for the rurple Gang te
viclate the Federal laws by bringing in here severel primts of the fight
p ictures and then holding us up for themd!

Formerly the prints werc made here which pave sowsbody some werk ot
least bul now they are so greedy that thoy bring them ell in and when »»

offer to do the sams they threaten us wilh vioclence.

How come that you p rotect them by letiing them do this in visletion
of the law if we are not protected agsinst thems

We think thet this is an ocutrage and you ghouléd Imvestigate thie v tter
right now and not let these pgangstere make thousends every yeer at thie
racket and pay no income tax,get away with Ii.!

Cent we have some protection p
Vo are thusting you will not let enyon e see this letter beceuse we dnouni
i

want no stink bohbs put in our thestres or else {he brck blown up,or eve:
Orse e

=

Everybody here seems to know that is going on except your men who showi¢
be giving us protection and we dont dare to complein to them locellye Ore of
these days thore is going to be something sericus happsn and there vwill te =
fine stink about it.

If they oan bring in the prints why cant we? We osn tuy them sliriehi
but they wont stand for us bringing them in,ec it is by your departrant thet
they have us where they want uses

Detroit Thesire Crmeors.

RECORDED
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~ - . .
Aeral Bueean of Jufestign |
Federal Burean of Infestigation /s
1L 8. Depnrtment of Fnstice

610 Alonzo Ward Hotel Duilding
Aberdeen, South Delzctn - . o L,,

i = ™ ] et i =" .
A o
Direotor,

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washinstnrn i) n

/ nwasainguon, Us Ce -.
!/ ‘Dear Sirs | | apY'? )(C/)é’)
‘
~

" At the suggestion o

m“‘umrnvertnom, aliee Shelk Gilvers and DOD WWEIEDX ¢ - ITIAG UU 1!
this Silverthorn was a member of thePurple Gang in Detroit, and was

purposely arrested with a stolean automoblle in his possession at
Deadwood, S. Dak., in order thet ho might be given a prison sentencs
to keep the Purple Gang from putting him on the spot. Silverthorn
was later parcled about December, 1935

7 That in 1932 or 1933 Silverthorn was thae driver of
gotawsy cars for the Pu.rple Gang and that Kennethli‘hompson end a
man by the neame of rSha.ky wore members of the Purpls Gang also, and
ere presently livink at 202l Keating Ave., Detroit, Miche That
Silverthorn left Sioux Falls on a bus April 3, 1936, for his motherts

home in Midway, Pae (b ’!)( C )(’P

_ & negro named William[Lee, & <" |

former inmate of the South Dakota %:on, is at present residing at:
&

510 Stoockton Street East, San Frang¢jisco, Calife That Les is also &
° momber of the Purple Gang and is a ce for this gang, smuggllng dop=,

” .
y guns, jewel tullet proof veata, steel helmsts, sto., to sd from
«'y’ China, Thatu Dsytona ( b)(ﬂ(c)

L,'*" Beach, Fla., is a cou o Verthor an 8 & brother vho is a
~-ohemist, who malkes explosive pills that kill instantly upon being

Ho!
> throm on the floors I{E(‘UILUED&I\'P"\F 62_' 2}7@33:‘ /ﬁ\

That Silverthorn was formerly commeated with a counter-

e ¥ e Wialnda - a2 Clnaieg Wil

feiting ring at 602 Monroe Street, Minnaapolis, Mimn,, and that the
v »"! party formerly living there is at the preseat time lncercerated in

~° Leavenworth Penltentiery, tut there is supposed to be some counterieit
! k—. money buried in the basement of 602 Mounroe Street. &i ;
{ g
. Skl
Q/ } - 1/1 T Tl {] a‘; i 7
anTES m‘.s'rmj; LI /
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Noe 2

Silverthorn oame to South Dakota in a stolen Chevrolet
ocoupe and abandoned the automobile at Beulah, Tiycs, and he was
roturned %o Deadwood, S. Dak., snd sent to prisone According to this
informant Silverthorn was supposed to be conmected with a kidnaping
in Detroit, where a 19 year old girl was kidneped and traensported.
to Cenanda, later being released on the payment of £18,000 to
Silverthorn and other members of the Purple Gange. That Silverthorn
was apprehendsd and brought to triesl on this kidnaping charge.
However, that the Victim had fallen in love with him during the time
that she was held, and would not identify him as the kidnapor, snd
acoordingly Sllverthorn wos releaseds '

At ,";;‘,,,

That three days after Silverthorn married his
present wife, named Bertha, his father-in-law was slain, and $16,000
of insurence was paid to Berthee That Silverthorm was questioned

| = S
AURTVOL

arardine tha denth of hle Patharadned s nd M{dwayr DPs
TEEARIALNE LVNo AGAvA Ol [1sé 1aTHSI=10~.i8W Gy NIUWEY, lie

having a perfect allbi, he was releasod.

That 3 s 117 Forest Street, Lead, S. Dake,
o be a member of the Purple Gang also, and
is at the present time at Midway, Pa., visiting Silverthorne

SwL

e - -Fr !—-_’_’,‘

ot
et

Silverthorn has a machive
gun buried under me of his mother-in-law at Midwny, Pe., end
that he is supposed to be en expert shotis That Silverthorn is
practicing shooting every day, and is supposed to _be & killer of the

woret type. (LYY XD

g
: Silverthorn, as he 1s suspected of having mirdered one Joe[Kluthe . y
> on March 27, 1936, at Sioux Falls, S. Dake That a bullst removed ;
from the mirdered mants hoad had been forwarded by the Sioux Falls :

it being known that Silverthorn had a 32 automatic, if the fatel

\— Police Departmont to the Techniecal Laboratory 4in Washington, and that,

A




No. 3

bullet is found to be from a mun of such calibre, murder charges
will be brought against Silverthorn by the Siocux Falls Police
Department.

Photographs of Silverthorn and of William Lee are
being emclosed with this letter to the Director. The numbers on thae
photographs are South Dakota Penitentiary numbers.

This information is conveysed to the Bursau for
whatever action it deems advisabla, _

Very truly yours,

S Py
/ .
WERNER HANNI
Specisl Agent in Charge

WH:B
Encle (2)

ey
>

e LT LI Y
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. : . pugust 10, 1236

| | P. . (b}h\(o\

Secret Service Divislon,
-rroasuzr Dopartnznu, '
l:ahingtan, . c. '

: vfw?v;v Co R e
Deer Sire

The Burcau is in recelpi of information obluined

from a confidentdal source to the erfect that & counter~

- feiting ring was formerly operated ut 602 uonroa Street,
.linnoapolia, linneuota.

. e . ‘It is further indicated that although the mctivities

S ' of this ring have been greatly curtelled by resson of the
fact that the party living at this nddross is, at the present
time, incarcerated in the Leavonvortih Zenitentiary, there iz
supposed to Lo some couaterfelt meincs buried in the bascement

y st this addresa.

_ ) Although th_ Ruresu {8 unnbla to voueh for the
0. . euthenticity of this statement, semc is being furnished you
P : for your information end any attention you may deem eppro-

priate. '
Very truly yours,

John Zdgar hoovar,
| o T QN
JUNT g LG Y PIE S Y
S
':-q 3
i J
L )
¥ :3’

NI TR S FE P 7L

&
s



> §2—_-29632—12‘.‘ :

Ty -smo o pugust 10, 1936

62-29632 | |

wl, o Bpochl Agont in Charga,

" Res: - URGOWH SUBECTS;

: (illeged ¥ewbars Purple Gang,
Detroit, Kichigen)
Identification — (Fingerprints)

Dear Biry

e !ho Bureau 1: in recelpt of o letter from the Aberdesn
AT .Otﬁ.co dated July 25, 1936 Tesulis of en

F in Metrolt, resides et
Floride snd tss & brother

a chamint pncrnrrnd in mlr{nnr arnlosive ntllm rhieh wid 11

i ad WAL W T W B b Vhhtda A T Syl

ceuse instnnto.nooun duth upon belng thrown on the ﬂoar.

.
.

In vier of t.hi.a statement the Burceu desires that an
appropriate check be made ut 335 South &tlmt.a ivenue for the
purpoce of dotermining the identity of Haumi ietlzell, a2 welli

we the veracity of thece etstamenta.

Very truly yours,

John Edger Hoover,
Director.

m@@)

e



EFE: RD

"’C"an’ 62 29632-12

] LSRN L ke e - - S, -
# S ST Yy
e L U PR A . R ] - s R !

fhreiat ny a mersol 5o pugmst 10, 1936

bW

‘office dated July 25, 1936 which pets forth the results of
wxvn o o loterview hed with one

o Sln rraneino, cnn‘ornin.

62-29632
Bpecinl Lgent in Charge,

s 0o
.n iy L !. .
- Lo : R _-.

T .‘.;.;..Tg,, v "'sua':zbt&
- ’ f..l_”nanr' Yambare Purnla Gaﬂi{,

mbv‘l MUMITA P W N ;““
Detroit, M¥ichigan)
Identification ~ (Fingorprints)

s
it

Dm slrl " PP e e 7‘;\:_:"_:.';

The Burceu is in recofpt of & letter from the iberdeen

During the course of this inteevies

S (>
‘nformution to the effeet that & former inmate e South Dakots

. Prison, one Williem Les, is st the present time reslding at 510

‘8tockton Street Bast, Jan Francisco, Culifornie. ke further
. indicated that Lee 18 allegedly a member of end & fence for the

" Purple Gang end 1s engaged in smuggling dope, gune, jewelry,
bnllat-proof vests, und ‘stesl helmets to and from China.

In view of thip stat-ment the Buresu de

fa
eppropriete check be msde by your ofiice at 510 St
Baet, for the purpose of determicing the verucity o

stetenonts. i
| By T)
Very truly yours, :

frem
ockton
f

Jokn Edgar Hoover,
ﬁir»ctor.

¢ L /"'- ]-(56( ia
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August 10, 1936

0 62-29632 —/ =
Special Agont in Charge,

“

: ”i_slbaruoin. nouuu ﬁm:ona. -
M ‘-

"% Res UNKNOWH SUBJLCTE: :

: (Alleged Members I rple Gung,
petroit, ¥lchigan)
Identification ~ (Fingerprints)

_ Dur: birs

L] . —

i .. . Refercace is made to your letter of July 25, 1936

& last paragreph ou pige 2 o
£ the Sioux Fallu, South DuLota Police De~
allase

.
Sy

It ie further

- e =

a P-a.“la suggct !er the B’&:d"‘ af one Jnn K’\H‘hn

©.os 7« fndicated therels that the bullet removed from the smurdered mant's
~:r + - hesd was forwarded by the Sioux Falls Police Department to the

' Techniceal Laboratory of this Bureau to determine whsther seme wae
& .32 caliber sutomstic bullst. You sre advised thzt a chack zude
in the Technical Laboratory falls to reflect any record of this
bullat ever bLeing received there for exnminetion. The Buresu thore-
fore desires thet Urnceritm re-contscted in rogard to this
matter,

It 15 further desired that your office make on appropriuts
offort to eucertaln vhether any proces: masy bo cutstunding for the
errest of Silverthorn in coanection with the nurder of Joo Kluthe,
#ith a view to instituting en wppropriste inveostigation under the
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution Ststute.

Thip matter should be given your prompt attention.

Very truly ycurs, ﬁ?_
N

[! ' (\&’J\ R T
o Lo O BQ\.\*‘ - - - F
' B _ " " Jobn Edger Hoovar,
. . \;

Director.

- PR "
-, R b
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Federal Burean of dnbestigation
1L S, Bepurtient of Tnatice

Pogt Office Box 4907,
Jucksonville, Flovida, .
September 18, 19%€, .

L0
Q_)(ﬁ Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Siri - REs UNKNOWN SUBJZCTS e
q . (Alleged Members‘Purple Gang,
Detroit, Michigan.)
/A Identification - (Fingerprints)
Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 10, 1936,
(62-29632).

Please bg advised that Special Acent (A) inter-

at her home loc at‘
lorida. stated that she had
or a mumber of years, although she would not

state where she had regided pprevious to that time. She stated
B1114Silverthorn, but did not kmow his (‘bj(—-}YC')

hat she resides nt the home of her father,

hose occupation she save as beinc a vrinter; that
brother and one sister who A?enﬂbserved and
/ estimated their ages to be approxlmately five ard slX years, respecblive-
1ly.

further stated that she had no lnmedicte relatives

who had any gwle e of chemlstry whatsoever and that the o other
occupants of were her uncle,

and her mother,

ty Dircotory
fare

An examination of the 12
&
occupation, printer; an
YY)

m each Police Departnent, checked
his records and advis entﬂt}}at e hed no information con-
cerning either of the aforementioned par ties.
RMOORIIED & T8 DRITRIT 69\ %bﬂ—/%
Very truly yours
O o -~ N

R. B, Hathan 7
Snecial A-ent in Charg €.% ‘\ .
\ 'f

TWEIEET




610 Alongo ward lotel [nilding
Aberdeza, South Im'r in

et .'_' P I B - ST '. : v . '
e S T e A fmtobe_r 1, 1936
.f’ ) .

Spacial Agent in Charge
Cklahoma City, Oklnhoma

L Dear BireiT LD o U REy UNKNOWN SURJECTS
PRI R RIS S R ( illeged. Z!m'berae%urple Gexies,
C T e Dhetroft, Michigan)
L R TdemtAfiontion = (Finperpedric)

Jurdng July 1936 Office '_ci‘ tho 3iovx
Falls, South Dakota Police l'epartmeii,  ynighed information thod
e bullet removed from the huvad of Jec} luthe, bellewad = murder
viotim, had bean formarded to the Tecliniesl iLaboratory of the luros:

e 7 faw oveminadl am o Anbaywmalfvna whaibhar $L 1aE o 532 ecaliber automstis
W h B Wil WA WY WL LAY WA WElwWE g w T L ekdl Wi AueOlZavats

¢, - billets ' By lettor dated August 10, 1930 the Bureau advised the .
Ce 7 Aberdesn office that the tullet{had not Leen recsived et the Laboraes L
s en o e torys - Subsequent -1 tiration jat Si0wr ralls feiled to locate the Y_1Y<->
bullet and Ofrice 1 Lo belicvrzd tliat She bullot
had been forwarded by tormerly a memher of the nalien
dopartniont and nowv residing at v w Avenue, Luwwiton, Uklehzon.

It 18 requested that intervigveld f2z zscrrbalin

S whother ho forwarded the Lullet to The leohnical Luborutury of the
S . bureau and, if not, whether he Imows wiore it is located.
T b R e Vory truly yourc,

WARKED T
Ipecinl Apent in Charpo

YHH:G .
CC: Dureau ==

S A 4
A -
o T
- 2.
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Fedeval Purean of Judrestiyution
. S, Departient of Fastice

610 Alonzo Ward Hotel Bullding
Aberdeen, South Dalkota

W | - October T, 1936

Director
Federal Bureeau of Investigation

g Washington, De Co-

Dear Sir: : RE; UNKWOWN SUBJECTS;>»
J : {Alleged Members Purple Gang
Y - Detroit, Michigan) #
Identifice.tion - {Fingerprintn! *
Bureau file 62=29632— ' -
( ‘i Referonce is made to Bureau letter dated August 10, 1236
\
) . Special Agenmintew1m}{ed Ofﬁcerq
i ) *f the Sioux Falls, Sou o olice Depariment and was ad-
vised by Office at he did not forward the(fullet himself
but was of \the + the bullet had been forwarded to the -
Bureau by ormerly an officer of the alls / N/
Police De er interviewly; Agen int-zr-( = 7 }(C

County Prosecuting ey, and Deputy Sheriff Y,
8, South Dakote and neither could furnish infor-

on as to the losation of the bullet. Each searched their files

and each inquired of the coroner without results.

Officar-hlrther adviaedlﬁgent-that no
5

process hed been issued for the arrest of Bill”Silverthorn and that

he now doubts that the information fumished b as
of value a had recently furnished information to olien

H e .

which, upon beln, aoked, bad been found to be false and merely a Y

menta.J’. whim of; : (b\(WYC, D
-is now loceted at '

Oklehoma, and & letter is being addr d to the ahoma orries

requesting that office to interviewﬁasaertaining whether he
forwarded the bullet to the Bureau or knows its location.

Very truly yours,

" 62-29 632/ /%W%/)Lm

.
by

‘\ H:.l}
'WERNER TANNI N7
- Special Agent in Charge
WHH:G o ,

}Qg u},(’l-y F |

T — T p =T




. Pe 0, Bex 3574, . L
- Oklekora City, “ilw omey - e

iy LT, -,

‘-rt—‘l.—--octo‘.biry;z"' -1' 4 B - e §

."'.\'t'r".,f_ag“f 3 3}\ it -.-v. : e m'-‘-vgm-t -w' Q;p & -
Speciul igent in Charge,
sberdeen, South Dakotu

ey WL 0 ;UBI;CTStj
{A1le:ed Lembera Purple uax.'
s e bt f--%etu-it uoh.men) DTSN
. Ident ‘iflcation - {Jingsrocints)

e el e

%ith refercnce to your ‘~tter of Uctoner 7, 190 in
this matter, there 18 transmitici izasvith & lettsr Qntel Calonar
28, 1826, seut to o by L. wgnearninT thn W32 C .th
2 bullot of intarent in the Jow

WESPNUY (RPNp RSP 0. UOX-]YC/)

Very truly yours,

Shoata TEel oS . ; .
; . - o . o ,'; L
Nty T W ORI Lk EETEC Sl e 4 - Sl - . .t
LT DRGLLY, .
Snacisl Agent in Chnrar,
Encl.
\,f' ¢C Buresu v/ / [
" Z" LI A0 )
/ \': !éQ.‘-
e e wetii e 0 INDPEM D |- —-——-7:....._23 —
[ A A . T
. : | I . : o,
fvit : - ' . o
‘ " o !
AT g e » PIPSELE Tt A e UEA e s e 'l/! -."-i A
1
oy e
* 1 |
. '
!..
n ACTS a . « M !
[ - . .- i .
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Luoton, Oklahoma
"“Utl 22. 1936. N

T e - W Vo .,
: - - RS AR

32-60
Dwight Brantley,
P. Q. Box 12768,
¢ Pklubona Olty, Okla,
TR B

R A
. ~"-l “..?.‘qf‘

’“‘"—"”“‘*‘""‘*‘ R “fi‘m‘“refemoo to ‘oulo\‘cn mnunioations regaxding.the bul lr' ‘Y
whioh wes removed from the heed of Jor Klutho, will atate that thin '@ .-
: let was sent to the Balllatic Depert,.-m of the Technical Leboratorr,
Pederal Bureau of Investigatlon, %esiiv-lom, D.O. sbout tvo or Lhret .
y ﬂrtar I had recieVad it fro: Deputy L rlfr Len Hourh last sprin-

i wmn hnf “wiak’ tnn amnll- in shigh this bullet was forwncufd

nl:o ‘squtalinst two tut bullets ru-ea fron o 38 ¢aliber revolver, tot

" had besn found in the ditch elong en outlying etreet the next day altw

* the finding of EKluthe-in the river. Thoas bulleta were pmperly lewoled
for informstion at ¥ashington, D.C.

' In conneotion, the bullel rumoved from luthes® head wes r

& h‘l'

porently identizel to & pumber of caruridges fourd in the overcoed P

:are ‘missing from the box, -Those fourd in the overcoat pocket Lowever

«~.Wers 90 wator-soaked it waos impossible to obdtsin a test bullet from. Lue
Y - TeYOlver mentioned above and. simular cnrtridgen wore uaed to obteln Tha
4 camwrsione togt bullets sent forwards oo S e i

1 was sfersd from the identification office shortly tumw

i was
efter and elthoug
no ons ssemed to
1ngt0n.

shether or not e reply had been rogeived oo

*

S
T A e mm
P

N‘jx c i t
“ wpite me Box 21, Fort 5111, Oiklae

.+ COPIRS - pyp
STROYED™ e A L
%8 Alg 2% jorg { | 7
O a — g\c?\l(‘/ 3‘ 2~ |/

4. . thet Kluthe wes weering at the time of his removel from the rivess Flvo

tran
h I mentioned it several times thers at the deparim i
know .
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)

;- EPC:E:M:ERS
62-29632 — |’]

liovember 18, 1038.

PR FFA S R I

R %'C‘}:'J) h M 'E.

a— .

O ksﬁaoiel_Agont_in Oharge.,;":
=% . Aberdeen, South.Dakota. /-

L SN v 4.'!"';,' Mgty Lew Uiyt L

Re; UNEKUSH SUBJES L
{Allegad Mer.bers Furple
Gang, Detroit, “ichipan)
Identification - (Iingerprints)

R Dear Sir: _
R "7 with reference to the letter of October 20, 1936,

eoncerning the evidence nnd test btullets reported to have

teon forwarded to the Bureau for cvrominetion in its

Technical Lahoratory by a former r.embar of (l;(

the <ioux Yalle I'olice e : e and presently residing 1}{2Lﬁ>
at ¥ort Sill, Ckiehoma, you are sdvisod that additiopsl

sesarch has bean made 0f the Buremu's reccrds upcn the besis

of the informetion furnished in your letter, but it would

pot appesr that thio evidence was ever roceived in the

Bureag. .

“a

It is desired that this information be furnished
t0 the Siocux ¥alla, fouth Dokota [ovlice DNepariment.

Very truly yours,

thn Ediar loover,

hirector,
i ¢C - Uklghoma City.
P AUV tu e fuv o F o
; | ) /Z B
Ft l : L.

e



et I

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

DIRECTOR

-

IWC:0N
6220632

- |
L R L3 e~ . - -
FHederal Burean of uvestigation
1. 8. Deparhuent of Justice
Washington, 3. U

November 13, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR HP. mﬁw\d i\
. A
Re: Unknown Subjects;
(Alleged lembers Purple Gang,
Detroit, Michigan)

Identification - (Fingerprints)

 Bureau file #62-29632.

Reference it made to the attached letter from.the Aberdecn Euvrer

O0ffice reletive to a questioned bullet removed from the hezd of one Jor
ed to have been sent to the Technicel Leboratory of
f the Siour Fells, South Dakota Police

Kluthe, which is +
this Bureau by,
Department some time ng. (&5}('1‘}?;,

Although a

August for such a questicn

the instant letter I

check had previously teen made in the laboratory Jary
ed bullet with neecative results, upon receipt of
f the laboratory conduct & second

had

gein reports that ihis bullet is net in the Teclr’ .1

search in an effort ake surle !! we were not overlooking the guestlcerrd
specimen, :

Leboratory smmuniiiion Iiles.
investigative files on the a

Ny

led matter feils to reveal any

Voreover, ¢ ceurch of both the leboretory o
]

Ve
correspondence whatever from%:submitting guch evidence to the
hat they have searched under ev«Y

Bureau, the Files Sectlcn having adv

possible reference availeble. Accordingly, it would appear that the quee!doned

bullet referred to has never been recelved by this Bureau.

Respectfully,

27
E. P. Coffey. \

."v
0

(bY"lXC_v

\ B {
. \ﬁl . . ./L
o Naansare
¢ dt;\ifi&’ ;E}<:’

—
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"il‘:-ml![ Tlurcan of Jnfresfigation
L 8. Department of Jusiice

610 Alonzo Yard Hotel Building,
Aherdasn, South T Dol nla,

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

October 30, 1936.

Dear Sir: . RE: UKLNGWN SUBJECTS;q
(Alleged lembers Furple Gang,
Detroit, Michigen)
Jdentification - (Fingerprintn)
DBureau file 7#62-29632.

Reference is made to e letter from the Aberdeen Evreour

Office dated October 7, 1936.

On October 25, 1536, the Aberdeen Bureau Of
ceived from the Oklehoma City Bureau Office a letter signed by

of Fort Sill, Oklahoma, who was formerly
Dakotea Police Department. In this let

which was removed from the hesd of Joé¥llu

istic Department of the Technical Laboratory

(Y C,\

orvarded to the (Ball—

Federal Buresu of Investign-

tion, Washington, D. C.) last spring, exact date not furnished.

That the bullet was forwarded i

}-. Thrmme aVoan amvdadn o | +m

t
. 83
body was found in the river.

The letter further advises that the bullet removed f1:om
Kluthe's head was apparently identical with a number of cartridges found in

UuA J.DU UU-LI-\'“J-!I-UU D"U IJU'Q\.I bu..l..l.v Ui’ !'JI._I.UII Imu

2 -
1.5
aliber revolver, found on an outlying street, the

in & small box, and thai
bGG“'i fired from a .pc
day after Kluthe's

Kluthe's overcoat pocket, and that five of these cartridges were missing
from the box of bullets in the pocket. Further that the bullets found in
the pocket were so water soaked that it had been impossible to make & com-
parison test of the revolver which wns previously mentioned.

(LYY

If further informstion is desired relative to the

(
bullets forwarded to the Bureau,
as Boxfl Fort 5i11, Oklahoma.

RECOA,"
&
J ‘
L(' INDESEY
2
if
PN
4 N
I'u’}H{:HEW\’f“ J\ a/
'f Lzu

e K2

o
M

s furnished his address

LA—2PY 39—

Very tguly yours,

WERNER HANNI,f .Y

)

/f

I T
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ATGREF et R A T

No further investigation is being conduct-
ed by the Sen Francisco Bureau Office, unless specifile request is
received from the Buresm.

Very truly yours,

T TOMTOATAN
A il FAUVFLLY g

Special Agent in Charge.

FCD:IST
Hefer file
#62-1456,




e e

Federal Barsur of Indestination
i & '~ 4

IL 8. Depurtment of YJuslice
1105 Milla Tower _
220 Bush Street o
San ¥Francisco, Celifcrnia i :
November ¢, 1936, e
g
j !'- '
Director, : P7ivan
Federal Buresu of Investigation, e
'}J Weshington, D.C. '
U/ Degr Sir: "Re: TUNINOWN SUBTECTS -
) (Alleged Mermbers Purple Gang,
e, : QDetrolt, Michigen), ‘
' Tdentification - {Fingerprintsj. .
(@C‘W\QCID)
Reference 1s made to ter date '
August 10, 1936 -
r ‘Il interview Yy the Aberaeen
&‘ _ e, a a nished information to the effect that oar
- willian TLee, allegedly a member of, and a ©fence™ for the Purple
v Gang, engaged in anuggling dope, guns, jewelry, bulleb=proof vests,
and steel helmets, to and from China, was allegedly living at 510
Stockton Street East, San Francisco, California.
This will advise that there is & Stocktecn
7 Street in San Francisca, which street runs in a North and South

Direction, and there is no street designated as Stockton Stree
East nvestigation at- 510 Stockton Street by Special Agent

of this office, revealed that same is a rather respect-
SRR tnent house. ” wEo advised agen: NN
ket she hes been the manager lor over a period of two years,

WPEPed that she can recell no one by the name of Williem Lee hav- -~
ing resided at that place during that period. (b\(‘ﬂ(c)

At the San Francisco Police Department it
was determined thet thet Department has a record of more themn
twenty William Lees, and it wes impossible, on the information
furnished the San Francisco Bureau Office, to determine any furth-
er information regarding tkis particular individual.

{2~ 2%4s2-/7

- CUPIES DESTRUVETD , ]
S8 AUGZT 1ucd | . . (\
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: ° .:’ E )
_;..O]ﬁce Memorandum - vNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

ra

TO . Director, FBI : DATE:  +pril 15, %o
Attention: Identificntinn Jivision
Sinple Fincorprin t. Section

FROM : SAC, Miami
/\

SUBJECT:  TAWTROIY PURPLE. GANG
N T OMAL STOLEM POPERTY ACT

Accordins to information rocelved by the Miami Office, the
following individuals are pressntly mesmbers »7 the notorious JETI0IT

PURPLE GEANG:

HARPY‘T‘LJIQCH R, wasy o2 ’)’P({ ,”
Harry¥Fleisher, Harry\Flaisn,
HaI‘I""“aFldlux-_, Harry Wleieh,

°nry\F inley

hlchlgan utate rO]lCB No. 155743
Detroit FD No., 1615

m..u.\ FLETSHR, wa. VR
Sam\Flelish;
Lflcnl"an State Folice No. 1) whl6

%L‘ABILL\LO.JT" vas, SeC 207
Sam \Xbramourtz 5 joam} .h.lpert
Sam \.ﬁi\wver, San} Abromowitz,

Louis

_—

.browitz, Touidh Abrom :.

‘.
LJ ’
Ifichigan State Police No. 32237

h

Petroit PD Mo, 32178

C_Lr.‘\ﬂ.a LLJITrJLt’ ViG . //J( j
Charles {ister;
Xichiran State Police No. 98127

Detroit FD Ho, 32564 RECSRDED [ &;z_- Qqé'?a\

1snoons o anrz; /YC /RS & | G & T
Michigan State Folice No. IIEW}LED X )-8 I
Detroit PD No. 21483 D1 e SV 4

voRRIS \RAIDER, va. J 75X

2

£/ m v )t

VauriceNiaider; Bl -
liichiran State Police No. 67010 R4 .
Detroit PD No. 10320 ) 2% g
L N
PETER WIOSTOLAKOS, was. Fioreyrs =
PPL\;I‘ “hpo._.tolopqulo leLer\A, ostolaks it
Pete Npostlzs, te‘fimwou telorolos, }' )
PeterN'oulos, Pctermahon , Poban Drown; 1 3
Kichigan Statz Iolice lo. 261)09
Detroit PD Ne. J~28135 3

CNPTRS DESTROYED
S48 AUG27 1964
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Director, FBI

also reported to have bean in Miami Bsach
present winter se=ason.
it is not known how many other members of uius 2

HIXAN 5ILIK, va BI776Y

Cl.

tike) oallk, Hyr A\uelllk

W/

Michilan State TMolice No. 51576
Detroit PD No., 41572

AT \X1 wan 279 '7??
;.,Juu..n \Amb »UJ.; s Ve ST/ 1 '
DaveXliller;

Michigan Stute Police 1‘-0. 73310
Detroit FD No. 40764

I I Yo%y s
HYETEVALTEAN, was., J 67660
Harrf\ﬂltman, Harry\stelin;
Michigan State Police No. 75535
Detroit PD No. 6337

FARON LALTZER, was. ¢, 2 E R AR
HarryAllelcher, Chuck_\ ¥elchor;
Michipgan State Police No. 2505460
Detroit FD IMo. 73118
SIDRIY\CLOr il YZ 4

Kichigah State Folice HNo. 71434
Detroit FD Ho. 43313

. B 5l D
LEOABATI, was, 0707
HenryAlLukas, Henr;‘f\ Lukes,
Henry%uks, LeoLukes;

Michiran State Poliece No. 10Z473
Detroit PD HNo. 45595

.:I/.QQS '
¥ichiran State Police No. 94396
Detroit D No. 44123

JLFUONUBNGRy R/ FI5)
Michirad, State Police No, 257369

Detroit PD lo. 74458

April 15, 1944

HARRY FI S13CHNR and MIKDL U0 1K are raoorbted Lo have been
Hollywood, Florida, during the 1G46-L7 winler scoson. Lol FLSTSSHLR O

with two agsociates durin- Lhc
This information has anot bean verified as web, v
ang uay have been in thn



-y

L O

virector, FBI * April 15, 1948
Miami area in recent years., However, in view of their reputations as

et nlk_iin men arnd hurslars it de Y‘D(‘:HDF‘?.'\_. thnt their f‘il“.!}'@?"[‘.""iﬂ_ts he Com-
(SRS TN ul.l RIT LY Chi ANA L el T b \.J, A e A SR A L A ke e - b it - =

pared with the unidentified latent fingerprints in the various jewel thelt

cases.

ChH:mb
87-
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// FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. UJITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

-~
Date recorded: ,-CZ-4u G
Single Fingerprint Report
S (32-7¢
Case: RE: DETROIT PUKFLE GANG vuzver: 62-27
HATIOHAL STOLEN PHOP ATY ACT
Specimens: Compars fingevorints followin- ni«ed mispects with the
unidentified latenis in the various jewel theft cases in the
Miami area: 7 e T 4
M_.,_f.,.,*mmnr FLEISCHER, was., ichizan State Police 71355743 P A
‘ Detroit v #1615 PERRTE
FV‘SM FLEISHER, via., -ichigan -~tate colice 117616 F /7 o
/_v"_‘j:’}, CBAH ABernO..J.Tu. was., ~ichiran 'tate Pnlice #3987 g£,077 6 T
i Potroit 71 232178 .
o ,F»u:mumrs IEITRER, wa., ~ichigan “iale Police 25127 f/ . /7
¢ Detroit 10 32584
Cee | zlow
Examination requested by: SAC, Miami
Date received: 4=22-48 b
Pladan ~d o fomeme i i d L=1348
Malrw Ul Ielcliciace oLuiuilicalblull, - -
IR PR P 4 4 N/ Y,
Examination requested: tlagerpring ((OY’I XQ )
/

J Evidence Noted by :
bt ALFRED KUHE‘I:_'}{ lwichigan State Police 257869 / oo ..n'?”;_j TR

Ve
Uetroit PL #7,450 _ ey -
Ly ISADORR SCHUARTZ, wichigan “tate Police #11243 /7' /7€

Detroit PU 421483 ‘
e g0 s« LORRIS RAIDER, wa., iichigan $)ate Police #6610 F/iil 24
. Detroit PU #10320
PETER APOSTOLAKOS, was,, Michigan State Palice :#261209 o B

AV : Detroit PD #J-28135 -
| MIKF SELIK, was., tichigan State Police fgls7e &7 S/« -

e e B Detroit PD 41572 L ‘-
s .o~ JDAVE UAZHOFF, wa., Hichigan State Police #7331 # /7% 7o

i Detroit PT. 40764 o
o= s JIYMIE ALTAAN, was., lfichigan State "ol;.ce #75535 /’/’L ze
’ : " Detroit PR #6237
P HAHRY EELTIRR, was,, llichivan State Police '?‘:uﬁéd G v

! NDetroit P 13118
_a= +»a - SIDHEY COOPrR, ilichigan State Police OLAS4 , o/,

t Detroit PD -430"13 ,

o

cc:  B7-5366,.0 ¢ L3O BAWN, was., Sichipan Stato Volice M102473 ¢, T 4f7 <
Detroa.t PD #4535
v p 7 OSUPH BOWMRIWG, was Michira: tate Yolice #3836 £/

l Q‘Jg Detroit rU ,#44123 L{ -

SFP-2T e\ et ) -

JESUROS JAVR NIV AR e e

T T T T e o e i s s

Result of examination; ) Examination by:*
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