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avs m/ur o September 21, 1933.

S MFMORANDUM FOR MR, RATHAR,

he Dal oned s
tated three l::brn of ga’gurpglﬁﬂzgg of = (quYC)

letroit ware arrested at the Shoreham Hotel this
orning and that Federal agents were present end
118ed in tha arrest, and he desired to get further
ietalle on the mattar, FHe stated thet the arreat:
are made at 1t15 a.m, I advised thet I waz quite
‘ertain that the Federsl agents were not our men,
rut guggested that he make inquiry of the Barcotic
Turesyt and the Prohibition Unit.

Very truly yours,

Dirsctor.
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Pﬁr_plﬂe:(%al\igstersVMo‘,wed Down in Gang Ride

LAST “PUBLIC'" APPEARANCE OF EDDIE FLETCHER AND ABE AXLER =~ )
Arraigned as “public enemies,” Fletcher (left)’ and police today are without clues 1o fhe Lillers.
and Axler are shown in courl Jusl a yenr ago. It was in this last “public” appearnnce they gained |
They were found slain early yesterday in the renr the nppelintion of “cnemies,” Axler as No. 1 and |
of Axler's car in A lonely Oakinnd County rond, Fleicher as No. 2. (This is a Times picture.) '
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GANGSTERS, SLAIN TOGETHER, CAUGHT N .
re Axter (left) and I‘letcher diminutive Ing them, The gang pale, slain on a “rlde’“ lu a
s Gang gunmen, are being taken {o poilce lone Oakland County road early yesterday, at this
narters fer. questioning After s public enemy =~ - time faced police together as they faced their
I o Detektive Mika Fhmnegan is accompany- © murderer’s yuterday. {This !5 a Timea ploture.)

RECENT RAID

¥

orderly person, dlﬂchargi‘d )

superinfendent. . -
Oct. 31, 1925, ams‘h-d in

trolt mx “Abe Galdy. a¥ » poli

trolt as “Abe Gold™ as a di
Th e

lntendent. e

March 29, 1823, nrrested I.n
troit as “Harry Leavine™ luhhﬂ(f -
armed, discharged by wpml s o
intendent. H

'May 9, 1927, robbery u"mrd
charged by superintendent,

Aug. 18, 1927, robhery are
dlscharged by -uperlntendcm

AYINGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLEé‘-’-""”""

awesoma news that Abq boyd want to aee me in action ju:t

and Eddie Fletcher “were|onee”

bumped off’ . electrifled ‘He b::xed Don Burch&rd at Han-y
ie3 of Detroit’s underWorld Harrly' Falrview Club, Mack and

small, black hours. ~-" | Falrview avenues, and the mob saw
ama-firat before dawn yesler- him get deciaively outpointed in
s a rumor which was soon |e!ght rounds.

‘med via the grapevine of the! It was from this ﬂght, socme say,
t world. The previous chie¢|that the name "Purpie” gang origi-
in the hoodlums® delicatessen | nated. Fletcher followed the then
uarters—“they stuck up Gol- popular New York prize ring cus-
handbook and killed a guy'— | tom of dressing the fighter and his
mmediately supsrseded. seconhds in c'olored jerseya. The
er and Fletcher, Inaeparable ci‘“o' of the 1’;"“3’5- on thiy occa-
and partners, pint-sized tough ! 3toD, Was = bright purple,

and killera, were “blggies” Mt MORE VICIOCS KILLER

ational underworld! j Axler never was a pug. His nose
Detroit they had earned ﬁ“ﬁhad not been knocked ashew as
13 reputationa of Public Ene-!Wletcher's was and his sizable

No. 1 and 2, respectively.|pars had never been “cauli-
- were sawed-off Napoleons of{ Agwerized,” but nonetheless his was
infamous Purple Gang and.|ihe more sinister face of the twe,
. its rise ta power in 1526 untl{3je had an scquilipe nose, high
died with thelr shoes on, lead-| cheek bones, desp shadows ynder
ictors In its eriminal history—! i gmalt eyes, lunken “chesks, and
story vicious enough to cauwss;g thin Hght mouth Whtﬁi turned
sert Asbury, historian of Amer- up at the corners. i - -
rrime to call it “the most ef- L) Ry repule he wara mere vfcious'
nily organized gang,o{ xinc:s $iller and s rougher fighter than
ne United Statea™ . ="x “v':iyqgtcher. Tt is sald that onch, when
CH IN COMMON asked by & “Junior Purpla® what
147 lwo. gunmen . had much t K 'r%ou.‘:d do 12 )mlicg u&mlnlatcr

mon.. Bolh were nntive aons 35 .. .t 2 TR
VTR reREATS - B -nd y, JUSLapit u'ﬁﬁ»«:
m in'taller ft‘han five f;f‘ o | that's alll” - 7 CLTERS
o ssesacd the aggresaive Urge,  ,q,, purportedty came- hen\
c A guy” which iy 50 often {nzm New York » year or two after
~acietistte of little men. b tcher's tight agalnst Burchard.
i had dark, turtive, A;ady Ttie two “kilfers of & feather” soon
+ B th adnormal ears, N I":_' ght together and began eontribut-
<Ay and OVErgTOWN BY M3+ on.. piajor performances to the
are Fletcher's flattened and “Purples’” lurld history. .

1 niere [ cloge to his head by the| ‘
iclies of many pugllists during | FORMED FOR DEFENSE
early ring career. And, sbove| The time was 1926. Axler was 25,
both - 1re larceny-minded | three years Fletcher's junior, but a
emers, ' killers with anjmore experlenced gangster, having
indence of what police and beep a cohsort of “moba” while
vspapermen call “crazy nerve” |Eddie was stil) s reputedly honest

Imortly after the close of the|prizefighter.

{dyers/os “prtection” moneg: .

St Louis gang seems to have
merged with the Detroiters, the
combination being strengthened by
the addition of a dozen or so of
aceredited f.ough ones rrom New
York. : B

The new gang proceeded to worh
from the viewpoint that there fa
more profit In levying tribute than
In being pald for bodyguard.’

In 1927 Axier and Fletcher oceu-
pied a suite in the Miraflores Apart-
ments, 108 East Alexandria avenue,
In this building they and their
gang reputedly wiped out Frank
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Blgom, three opposing gangsters, In
what has become known ag the
“Miraflores masasacre” In disposing
of the trio, reputediy Chicago gang-
sters, the Purples Introduced ma-
c¢hine guns in Detroit gangsler war-
fare. .
FORCEP DYERS' TRIBUTE

Axler and Fletcher, along with
Fred *Killer” Burke, were arrested
as suspects In the massacre. Police
grilled them without result, and the
thres “wera sventually released.
{Burke is now’ ®erving a an wan-
tenca for murder at'- 1;! quct‘te

Prizson.) -7 u‘-_»-,——. e
“Durin e P i
T wm."—Jo vioen

tridbutef Lun’ Petro

ChEs dnd
g

o0 the chaners and gyers’ whr
u: ma another story purport-
ing upmn the oﬂ;ln of  the
gang't name, :: B s e
- Bo-callad “purp!o nngs" were
known_ long ago, some historians
claim. " Dyers, they say, have been
assoclated always with the purple
dye because 1t was the firat dls-
covered hy the Phoenicians, who
originated the art of dyeing. Purple,
therefore, has hecome the symhal
of the dyer. Thua, according {o this
explanation, the “purple” gang be-

arid War Fleichar was a popu-f} The Purple gang was organized
- 11%-pound preliminary fighter at }Fupposedly as & defensive organi-
. old Military A. C. in Brooklyn. jFation, employed by lacal gamblera
. z00R wak takern into the stable Jto defend their establishments from
a welkknown manager, Silvey|belng plifered by a gang of In-
ans, who satd: vaders from St. Loula known L 1.1
~I toolk the kid under my wing [“Egan’s Rata”
rcause he's willing te fight four The St. Louis Rats were Slamed
mes a week if you'd let him— | for the kidnapmg in March, 1926,
nd when he gets pald off he {of Meyer (Fish) Bloomfleld, then A
rings his dough home to his | “stick man” at Charles T. “Doc”
ther.” Brady's gambling place, 328 Grand
UIT RING 1IN 1923 River avenue, above the siore
Around Brooklyn, where Fletcher | where Dr. Julluz . Hartris was
as known as a shy youth, the)shot and killed during an attempted
vxing fraternity was tremendousiy [holdup of “Goldle's handbook”
irprised when he ¢ventually broke | Saturday nizht. . o '
e prmt here as s na!or!ous hoed-| TCRNED TO RACKET
1m. -The ‘*“snatching” of RBloomfieid
F:etcher finally renchesthe main | was tha first of a lucrativa serles
vent clasa in New York, but was|of kidnapings of rich gamblers for

comes the "dyers’” gang,
CONTINUED ACTIVITIES

The lucrative cleaners and dyery
protection racket was broken up by
the police with the arrest of 12
‘Purples Besides Axler and Fletcher,
those arrested were Abe Bernstein,
reputed leader; his brother, Ray;
Abe Kaminsky, Abe Miller, Harry
Keywell, Irving Milberg, Georga
Cordell, Joe *Honeyboy” Miller,
Sam Axler (Abe's brother) and
Irving Shapiro.

They were ncqultted nfter a
stormy trial

Although the edge had Deen
taken off the protection racket, the
Purples continued to operate as
bootleggers, rum runners, hijackers,
smugglers, handbook operators and
dope peddlers.

~er a great fighter, He quit in|ransem money, and it soon hecamek Prohibition agents nnauy ‘hrou~ht
nz3, and shortly after maved to]doubtful as to whether thd “Pur- q!quor violatlon chargea against'

Yetroit. He began fraternizing with Jples” were taking a defendivesor

fouy members of the gang rnd

k= “mabs" and in 1925 he accepted Jan offensive part in the crim>s.
nather bout because, he sald, “thel A few traitorous members of the

. SA s b e m L, !

[T

"made the charges stick.” This was

in 1029, A.xIer, Fletcher, Sutton'!

and Mllberg were sentenced 3 A
Federal Judge Charles . Simons to -
serve one year and 10 months n
the Federal Penlientiary at Leaven- -
worth, Kan, and 1o Py ﬂnu; r\§4€ _
35.000 each. R i o
COLLINGWOOD MASSACRE « ’

They served their sentences and
did not get Into seriouas troubla
with the law agaln until Septam-{
ber, 1931. At that time the Purplel™
gang wa3s accuszed of perpetrating’j 5
the “Collingwoed massacre.,” Joe
{Nigger} Lebovitz, Herman (Hymle)
Pau} and Ixzy Sutker, members of f;
the rival “Navy” gang, had been¥.' "
shot down and the Purples were 4
hiamed.

Axler and Fleicher v.ere ques-
tloned and releazed. Ray Bern-
stein, Harry Keywell and Irving ¥
Milberg were prosecuted, found §
guilty, and sent t.o Marquette Prison
for life. -

Milford Jones, a notorious Bt
Lowis gunman, was murdered u
he stood at the bar of the swanky’

qscted- m;\@r rrmain
o dt)mir! ords o, sy

Stork Club, 4T Rowena straet. )
June, 1832, and agaln Fletcher and
Axler were brought in for grillng.

Both .“wers relea.scd-,. 'rha gonu
" e

waystery™ (¥

" LastWinler Axler h\i ‘I-‘l
atlemped to' re-enter profess:on,})
boxingas managers. Their boxers *
were t'e vetiran Morrle Sherman,
hisx broher Jackle, & novice, I-ouf.
Mays, + Des Moines middleweight,:
and z;ther boxer who way Raown |
to thaboxing fraternity as “the for- ¢!
|mer 1zht heavywelght champion #
of Jwkson Prison.” Other "le”lu-‘
ma’z" managers had betier boxers
ans Fletcher finally said, *there’s
ne dough here for me,” and retired
from the managerial end. Fletcher i3
vas last seen in the ring at Arena | -
jardens as a3 aecond‘. for, Lqus ‘
Mays.

RBut shortly hypfore he wns ar-.
‘ested aa a pub¥c enemy again, a
row weeks ago, Fletcher began is
surg clrculars to promoters an-
not cing himseif as the manager of
Miri's Sherman and seeking bouts
frr tus fighter. Hc styled Nimself}
L “bo:ing manager” at the time of
his arrest as an “enemy.”

gang has been convicted on the
Public Enemy charge and were
sentenced to the House of Corree-
tion for §0-day sentences, Axler and
Fletcher, awalting trial and under
% bond of $1,000 each to appear be-
fore Judge John P. Scallen, jumped L
their bcmd They were “lamsters”
a.t. the timy—zf their sudden deaths

“er and Fietcher. underworld-
t a1 say, were the milifant person-
#}ities who held the remnants of
t§e Purpls gang tozether durin
‘18e last half-year or so. With the

"‘antinued on page 13) g B
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urpla Gang gunmen, are being
§nnr{erg or, questioning after

LP:-I’C

Lé,tho Mike Flannegan Is accompnn}-

- " GANGSTERS, SLAIN TOGETHER CAUGHT IN RECENT RAID
Here Axler {left) and Fleicher,

Ing them. The gang palr, slain on a "rlde" In
lons Oakland County road early yesterday, at this
time faced police together as they faced their
murderer's )eslerday. (This 1s & Timea plcture.)

diminutive
taken to police
a public enemy

The Detrolt Tire:
bovember 27, 193

Axlel’s
. Police

""Here are tha Tecords
Fletcher, Purple gangsters

Ax!er was arrested 18 o
]n \cw York and Detroit,
'u!\s crmv!cted three times,

iy pollce record follows:
'Apﬂl 1920, arrested in

-

1, ¥rork, fobbcry and assault,

missed by magistrate.
March 21, 1921, arrested in
York, grand larceny, discha
by a magistrate.
Dec. 6, 1931, sentenced (o
to 5 years in Sing Stng Priso:

burglary.
Dec. 7, 1923, arrested In B
Iyn, aitempted attack or

woman, discharged by a m
trate.

Oct. 27, 1928, arrested In
“Abe Gold”

troit ms as A
orderly person, dlschargcd
superintendent.

Oct. $1, 1326, lrrestqd n
troit as “Ahe Golf® a% a p
witnoss, dl'schar;ea by =
intendent.

March 29, 1927, nrreeted in
troit as “Harry Levine” rob
‘armed, discharged by s
intendeni.

‘May 9, 1927, rﬂhhery ‘armed,
charged by superintendent.

Aug. 18, 1923, robbery »or
discharged by superintendes

=

¥

SLAYINGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLE

g'The awesome news that Abe
er and Eddie Fletcher “were
t bumped off” electrified
ﬂaﬁﬂtuu of Detroit's underworld
the emall, black hours.
‘u7- It came- first before dawnm yester-
’d-y as a fumor wiich was soon
eqnﬂrmed via_the grapevine of the
ncket world. The previous chief
“topic in the hoodlums’ delicatessen
Iheadquarters—"they stuck up Gol-
‘,dlu nandbook and kiiled a guy'—
Yyas immediately superseded.
;5" ‘Axler and Fletcher, inacparabie
als and partners, pint-aized tough
guys and killers, wers "biggies" ol
't.be national underworl
> In Detroit they had earned the
odloua reputations of Public Ene-
.mies No. 1 and 2, respectively.
ey They were sawed-off Nafbleons of
‘the iInfamous Purple Gang and,
“from its rise Lo power in 1926 until
E"they died with their shoes on, lead-
Ing actora in tts eriminal history--
‘a history viclous encugh to cause
3 Herbert. Asbury, historian of Amer-

tha United Stalu."“'

crime, to call it “the most pf-p
ciently organized gang,.qx itiars k
B

; ﬁetcher.

St. Louis gang scems to have
merged with the Detroiters, the
combination being strengthened by
the addition of a dozen or so of
accredited tough cnes {rom New
York.
. The new gang proceeded to work
from the viewpoint that there is
more profit in levying tribute thaa
in belng paid for bodyguard.

T 1927 Axler and Fletgher occu-
pied a sulte in the Miraflores Apart-
ments, 108 East Alexandria avenue.
In this huilding they and their
gang reputedly wiped out Frank
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Bloom, threa-opposing gangsters, in
what- hiz becoms known as the
“Mirafiores massacre.” In disposing
of the trio, reputedly Chicago gang-
sters, the Purples !ntroduced ma-
chins guns in Delro;t gangster War-
fare.

FORCED DYFR.S' TRIBUTE

Axler and Fletcher; along witb
Fred YKiller™ Burke, were arrested
as suspects jn the massacre, Police
gr,uLed them without result, and the
. eventually releued.
. ‘nm:wln a ll n -
Ttls oaid that pack, Whed [tence_ ;9, e at e {',:’5',.
h \Imtlor_ ‘ 2 2

boys want to see me ln aclion Just
once”

Hae boxed Don Burchard at Harry |¢
Harris’ Fairview Clubd, Mack and
Fairview avenues, and the mob saw
him get decisively outpointed in
eight rounds.

It was from this ﬂght. soma say,
that the name “Purple” gang origl-|im
nated, Fletcher followed the then
poputar WNew York prire ring cus-
tom of dressing the fighter and his
seconds in  colored jerseys. The
c¢olor of the jerseys, on this occa-
sion, was & bright purple, . .
MORE VICIOUS XKILLER

- Axler never was a pug. His nose
had not been knocked askew as
Fietcher's- was and his sizabie
ear8 had never been ‘“caull-
flowerized,” but nonetheless his was
the more sinister face of the two.
He had an acquiline nose, high
check bones, deep shadows under
his small’ eyes, smﬂten ‘theeks, and
a thin_ tight mouth;uﬁieg urned

} Vlelod]
ifer uld_ ¥ mmér fghtir’ than | (ﬁurka

- which is s0 often

little men.
ve, beady

Ll

l.racle ph
RiH nad dulg furtd

' thu ] aill"‘“ii*‘

Ly

LY, Just #pi

ixler pl.u'p

P e T
f;'New fvygg

A mhvArTIAL earﬂ Axler'a{

Y
btcher's rgﬁ"gm Maﬂ
THe two "Lilfers of % tut.hn" mi

bt bamaitiad Lmd -

X o 422 Bt0)
ing lo uphfn ﬂxg ori,g-}n
giﬁ(a name. > a2

-

and Milberg were sentence
Federal Judge Charles C. Sim:

serve one year and 18 mont
the Federal Penitentiary at L«
worth, Kan, and to pay fir
35,000 sach,

COLLINGWOOD MASSACRT

.They served their sentenc:
dia’ not get into sérlous t
with the law again until S
ber, 1931, At that time the I
gang was accused of perpet
the *“Collingwood magsacre.’
(Nigger} Lebovits; Herman (H
Paul and Izzy Sutker. memb
the zival “Navy” gang, had
shot down and lha Purplc-
b'lnmed. .

" Axler nnd F'htcher ‘were
tlaned and relenaed Ray
stein, Hury ‘Kaywell ‘and
Milberg wera prosecuted,

' guilty. and sent to Marquette

for lfe, .. .3 I
Milford Jones, a~ noinri
Louis gunman, was murde:

ha stood at the bar of the =
Stork Clul; 4T ‘Rawena str
June, 1982, 'and again Fletcr

Axlsr were broughg ln ior 2
BQ!}‘ m I‘%_

as manager-. 'rl;mlr t

T eterau Morrie Bhe

}‘ai o *r, Jackle; 2 novice,
Ses Moine: middlew

-J--- tnvas wha aron |
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Here are tha records dt:

5 }‘lelchgr, Purple gangstcrs. '. =~
A 1 .‘Lt!e} iwas arrested 18 u v. %7, 1921, robbery armed,
T’ "\ﬂz York and Detroit. l@l %ﬁmm by superintendent..

w:q eonglcted three times. = - 28, 1928, pickpocket, dfs-
s ‘pnnce record follows: " %%’g?} o, Loiok'ar ;grh:ot;:g:;ﬂr;ed
Lo Al 920, t ; ’
eefl % 1 arrested In New ~3],.;(It'|'|ll.secl b: Jud;eﬁe}‘mnk
!

 Yroryl robhery and assault, dlh- A
[ssed b, trat |
m y magistrate. ‘ MolPT ¢ 1529, robbery armed.

March 21, 1921, arrested In Now+ ,7:;

York, grand larceny, discharged | < :::fd by Judge Charles
_____ B maoistrata i B
by & magistrats. P

Dec. 8, 1331, sentenced to &'A P Y 14, 19M, sentenced to one

to 5 years In Siag Sing Frison for ‘ yeuf h:v::‘ dlﬂﬂ “r:\:ust;:;o;nml;e::;:-
urglary, 4 .
ey 1983, arrested In Brotk . dar] of the Tnited States code.

lyn, attempted attack on 7 s lwd t h& lssiupr:ll-r&et:;;‘d:rnnaed,
Toman, dmw‘w by oa mlgl o518, 1831, charged with

trate, e g Wt i
N t] .

Oct. .7';.19“' nrrested n D? -l”i'_l khém nl:re]r&:: :g times

trott as “Abe Gold™ ax a dig}' v in it and was con.

orderly person, dlschnrged L.,, M[ only duoe when ha went to

l_E [IEF\_tbh

: {Continucd frur;:. page 3}
adeath’*pollce “clalm, the reign
!the notoricus ganﬂ' is_ vlrtuahy

; }OVCT J
3 Nearly all of its domtn'mt mem-

‘hers have cither left Detroit or B
been killed or fmprizoned. Ray &
Bernstein, Harry Keywell,and In’-

superintendent. .. T <
Get. 31, 1928 arresled in wuﬂ.h Hi: mlice record
troit as “Abe.Gold) &% & pull&

ing AMiiperg, Coilingwaed it 3 | witaes dfichargsd by super- b
are lLife-limers at V"rquelle In tfﬁ Pf 3 !n.tendi;\t. .- 3
- same prison, Philip Keywel and; - %} March 20, 192, arresied in rg—y g«“ :';. i :
¥ Aorris Nader are serving life sept % b prolt as “Harry Levine® robbery | 3¥ t. ; Hﬁ. robbol'? armed.
& i tenees for killing a Negro boy th} =’} grmed, discharged - by suPﬂ!:j; 43¢ rarged by superintendent.
RS, SLAIN TOGETHER, CAUG came across one of their llauory intendent. - S EDfe M, bk robbery armed.
Fletcher, diminutive fng the plants. ‘ *ina ‘May 9, 1927, mbbery armed, &c s “l"‘eﬂ‘ by superintendent.
being taken to police lone Oa, Abe Gernsiein slays away }:DT st this | c¢harged by superintendent. “1#)i? 1., 1527, charged witt
: after & public enemy tims fa Dotroit, and his brotier, Jodeph. 137 ey p Avg. 18 1927, robbery arnied,. T """d"v ‘“ﬂh! reed on writ,
murden said to have quit ganzdom enhrcl) sture.) diqcharged by .upe,mtend",g : ab s,“'hz:e 1823 anc
L runr: 1o ¥y armed

¢ any-
wnnegan Is accompany " Joscph “Honeyhoy™ Miller is:{n

- ly:m'ac home for the msane T ”“1 I_upeﬂntendent.
| F AV l A F} W ARE LEET P 1L 1- arrested as dis
Irving Shaplire, ke Axler and- ren nn, dlschar;ed by su

wl"l’ lent, ¥

"'i"

. Fletcher, “went gut the hard way.>
¢ Abe boys want to see me ia actl Remalning, police say, aré mﬂy have and Milberg were nentenceq kj’ -Blipt. !.}nnd Nov. H 1928, ol
“were | ONCe.” é izzy Be“‘""”‘ Harry Sotton, Harry )y, thel goderal Judge Charles C. Simons to] a med, dl!dll!‘:bd bx super
He boxed Don Burchard _ Fleisher, 8am Draplkin and Dave ed by serve one year and 10 montha in ntdndent B
. y 14, 1829, sentencad to an

striffed
rworld

!;:: the Federal Penltentiary at Leaven-
worth, Xaa, and to pay fines O\J o T -

000 each, .
re ls COLLINGWOOD. mss.\cm: ; ,ﬁ
thn.n They served thelr sentences and:

: dl& not get 'Into. merious troubla
with the Iaw agsln untl} Sept

Harris® Falrview Club, M ' Banks.
Fairview avenues, and the i§] The delicalessen headquarterﬁ;
him get decisively outpoll where the gamy met, and where
s soon : &igOl rounds. friendly "angsters from other cities
of the| It was from this fight, sof sat out the night with the Purples,
x echlef | that the name “Purple” gand hay been almost deserted since ihe
nated. Fletcher foliowed Fletcher and Axter, nattily dreasﬁ,,

ah-s«

yester-

-atessen
:p (;g]- popular New York prize T pcr[umed and gver-barbered, wertljoceu-
gy — tom of dressing the fighter § “on the lam” and, unknuwlnglyt‘go part-| ber, 1931. At that time the Purpls
Lo seconds in colored Jersey® “ihe last TG““"‘"?”‘?‘ - *'.r:-rnge' gang was: ‘ccused of DQZ‘pSt!‘Iu V -
sparable color of the jerseys, on this ... v STV TI g - - CREY i@ theirithe ."Colllngwood muutre.“ Joa .
d tough | %ion, Was a bright purple. gang reputedly wiped oyt Frank(Nigger) Lebovits Herman (Hymle . ..
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph|Fau! and Jzzy Sutker, mémbers’ "~

Bloom, three opposing gangsters, in [ the rival “Navy" gang ‘had benn"
what has becoms known as the|shot down and the Purples wm
E | “Miraflores massacre.” In disposing b[;mgd A ST MRS Y
')’ei:‘c:tlv:{:’_. i:i;Che;:d “':l"‘ 'e:ndb bia f’_i“bll; t the trio, reputediy Chicago gang-{ - Axler “and Fletchet wers  qiies.|
Jeons of | gowerized” b t" lh’}“ hic“ “laters, tha Purples introduced ma-|tioned and released 'Ray Bers-
and zed,” but nonetheless his was .1, guns in Detrmt gangﬁter war-| stein, Harry Keywell ‘and Irving
;1286 tu- the more ainister face of the two. 8¢, Milherg - wais  proseculed; . foynd
O .| e had an acquiline nose, high 'rorcED DYERS 'mmv'm guity, and sent toumu{n‘
;’;;-to:; - ;t;:ek bones, deepﬁsbq‘ﬁows under |* pAxfer and Fletcher, along with g L
— amall eyes, punken cheeks, and o
lg :;nu:: & thin u.:l a;kmﬂhfﬂklrh :;rnnd ::e:m::il:rm]?:::k;:af: :rrested
L1} " G " 14 g, Fulive
most o ;up af’ thutgogn‘en. 4 ng ge g%s-m—- tmjgd‘t::;n without result, and the
s }ﬁY tepu wis 2 jnors viclous] ¢y e eventually rejeased.,
2 ey add &° rouzhar fighter thgll 15 eving 8 B e
tatchef. T fs el thag onch, when ﬂ; Bat v A
by a “Junior. Puipha” what " 3 ‘
;-V-hmald ‘ds %f“ 9§ ; il:fem ",

gies” of MORE VICIOUS KILLER
Axler never was a pug., HIis nose
ned the had not been knocked askew as

Milford 'J‘ onka, EY

Louls 5uﬂ-'.‘-".¢.:n, i

s
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uver,

I HWearly oll of dnminant mem-

fbhers . cither Dot toll or
or

Vipe Mibs
"aro Yife-t:
sonue pilooan, o ndlip
Morris Itador are s:
ctenees for killing a Ne
came  aciess’ onz  of
plants,
Ao
Detroil, and his byother, Joz g 3
cumad o heoco gait ganccdem entirely.
: CHeie 't N :
wie for the in
IR AL LEETD
[iviny  sharive, Tike
cleher, ! aul the
Ronw : polic
Tein, Blarry ¢
Sam Drapkin and 1V
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The  delicatessen  headiupteg
where the pang onet, and wher
friendly can ‘s from other cilies
sat oul the with fhe T'urple
has been desortnd o the
Fleteher onntiily dressed,
perfumerd over-barbered, went.
“on the lom” and, unkng to




" were said by police {0 have been

Detroat’_f{uf‘rie,'

Gang Smasimd_ ‘

By Own Greed

Police Say Leaders Conld
! Not Stand Prosperity

: or Take Orders.
‘Delroit, Feb. 24 (f.—The Dur-
hle gang is dead—by its own hand.

‘Jealousy and greed did thei- work

evens before repesl of prohibition
..... ad tha acklaaaing amAd rnlasls i

uulr:u ing SOGLIEZEINE and nilta hio!
Fooking basiness, says Chiel of De-
S oL

ectives Fred W. Frahm. '
?

:“The Purples crumbled from,
byithin. The big shots couldnt <iand |

prosperity and couldn't take o:‘ders.& .
The final blow came last fall when " )
) Abe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, 1ypi-;

.ca\ Purple pangsters, who rtose {o:
‘power in a weakened organivation..
were put on the spot in their own
car.”

Kidnaping, robbery, exioriion, ai-
valind eocking and hoollegoing., toug-
der—all were wrilten in the meb's
record here, until the law and guus
in the han~-s of their own members |,
caught up with those around whom |
the gang had been built.

“No one is cc‘rtain how the gang |-

ipol its name,” =aid Frahm, "Il may
thave start=d when some merchants
'on the East side called & bunch of
‘peity thieves ‘Purple, meaning off-
ccolor. Anvway, lhis bunch of kids,
numbering 40 or 50, grew bholder as
they grew older, and in 1026 the
name 'Purple Gang' had gaired a
_sinister aspect.”

i Im July, 1930, Jerry Buckley,
Iradio commentaior, who had waged
‘a campaigh against gambling, was
tshot 1o death in a hotel iobby., The
I,r.'ase stili is unsolved,  three men
having heen tried and acquilied,
lbut the policé began pushing the
gang so hard that quarrels amang
1ts membars were rumored, revenue
fell off, and many of the members
left town.

,' Police said the conviction of Ray
jBernstein with Irvmg Milbery and
Hany Keywell in the Collingswonord
lManor Maszacre would “whip” the
.Purples. " Three brothers, alleged

leaders of the gang. left Detraoit, i

. Avrlae nmd Tnd ol cn

y HRICT ang I‘AELLHEI, whose brdies |
were found only a few months ago,

the last of {he old-time Forpies,
who iried te remalf In Detroil and |
,reorgan_'z;g the old Fang. ‘
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Two Found Slain on |
" | ‘Ride’ Near Detroi

bETROIT, Nov. 26—(A)—The
bodies of Abe Axler, 34, and Eddie
Fleteher, 33, Detrnit and Wew York
police characters, swore found in an
automobile near fashionable Bloom-
tield Hills today. Both had been
ehot to death.

The men appeirointly had been
wliin several hours before. Enach
h been shot five times. Polic
bdlieved the men had been slai
while riding in the car and th
tieir slayers had heen with the
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2 of Puiple Gang’
Killed in Detroit

é’nx:m e P23 T N

.! DETROIT, Nov. 26 (AP) —Slain,

"in the manner of gangland, thel

~bodies of Abe Axler, 34, Detroit)

+

" {been dead thirty minutes. Each|

¢+ The bodies were-Imkt

public enemy and long known to!
New York police, and E'Idicl
elcher, 33, ux{,nu.u mLh Axler
in underworld activy es ‘here since
.1926 were found g
-an automobile ne ’Iashlonable
‘Bloomfield Hillsj} e

rear of
a car owned by AxRrr's wie. Anj
rautopsy indicated: Il “hen had

had been shot five times.
Both men were reputed mem-
bers of the “Purple Gang"
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l.lf,’,‘_’;g(.k fflembers Of
‘ “urnle nnga ¥
G SUIIPpAe wlld

4y ‘% f-l‘:) . ~i '(Ai‘ Livegds ) -
L. 5. Fhavean of Jubestigation,
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H et MR PR
Department of Jurtiee e ‘ ‘ "
P
nAey= o . . [ A I L 31
62D Lafayette iy, ' Vo
Letroit Lichi o : o
Noveaber 23 1200 o
o
4
Lo b
b

Director
Tidwrfmdomry ~F Teovran
LALY Lo LV WL FUIR A =i

tigatic
U. 3. Department of Justic
Wwashington, D

t—«-::i

C.

Dear 3ir:

There are bvelng transnitted herewith newspaper
clippings taken from The Letroit Tiv

s of Kovemver 27, 1923
which concern the murder of +two tiie Detroit
Al PV*’.Y'I er and Lr'!ﬂ'in 4‘191_;31:.3:\, who it will e no +(—_“-;’
are allegedly re &ognxzed as Detr Lt tublic Zpermies hos, 1 aud 2.
It will elso be noted tlut the eriminnl recerds of the two
above individusls are set out in these clipplnzs.

ror the Livision's
infornavion,
rolice nunber of

inToruztion with regerd +*c
Flease te advised ihat e Detroit
Axler is 296305 and Fletcher, 2854:.

Very truly yours,

Py &F :
Py Zrmrn :

Vim. Larson . .
“LiMED Specicl .gent in Charge
%, Encls.
a-
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Abe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, machine
gun terrorists of the Purpie gang and recog-
nized as Detroxt s Public L “nemies One and
Two, had dled today as they lived—by the

gun. - l

Their bullet-riddled bedies, returned from then‘
last ride in an isolated road in Qakland County early |
yesterday, lay in the Lewis Undertaking Parlors, 7739 |
John R. street, awaiting shipment to New York’s East
Side, their former home, for burial.

Meanwhile, police of Oakland and Wayne counties sought
the motive of Detrmi gangland’'s infest -.lavmgs and gudul
themsclves to prevent reprisals from the few surviving

The members ol the once powerful Purples.  The double slaying
marks the first time Purples have been taken for a ride.

*-« CVEET 1A
. 1 by
AL LL v Un

Detroit KILLER BURKE'S PALS

Times Delectives were cheeking information today that a gang

. of alcohol distillers had lhe two k%’d for doubic-crogsing
' them last Summer. The report i that “While the distillers were

L1/27/53 .

in jail or hiding from police,

Fletcher and ‘Axler took charge

{of their distilleries but failed to

turn over the profits.

The twe gunmen, inseparable

T&ifeE their arrival from New York
“-wiren they joined Fred “lKilier”

Burke and the late Gus Winkler in

Lidnaning angd hilack ing and whn

q<LIGRGPINE ani ;ac

(| have been charged with practically

every crime of record, were found
one clasping the other's hand, their

| bodies riddled, in the rear seal of
Jla new car belonging to Mrs. Eve]‘y
1 Axjer, wife_of Abe.

It was patrlied just off the Quar-
ton road, 100 yards east of Tele-

Ygraph road, facing. cast, in the ex-
1eclusive Bloomfield Hill section, and

powder burns convinced police the

1death guns were pressed agalnst

the viclims' bodies.
Identificaiion was traced first

1 through the license number of Ax-

ler's ear. The identifications were
quickly corrobarated by pelice, long
familiar with the pair, and later hy
the widows,

¥red Lincoln, Bloomfield Town-

lJup residential policemaen, fouad
| the bodies, =till warm, when he
! gpened lhe door of the sedan, be-

foom — =

X

of Ahe Fein, sportasman, {or whose
ahdnrlion Joseph "Red” O'Rlovdan,
also an al€ged former member of

lieving 1t to contain petters, at 2
a. nt. yvesterday,

Several Detroit homicide sguad
detectives, Cakland County dep-
uties and underworld cronies of
the gangslers believe Axler and!
Flotchrl wtre killed in reprisal for'
“an old debt.” i

“They had a greal many ene- [
miles and had been accused of !
numerous muarders, including the -’
machine gun massacras of three
men in the Miraflorgs Apartment
e Fast Alcxaﬁa strecl in
1929," -John HoFNman, lieutenant
in“charge of thelspeccial investi-
galion squad, said. "It s likely
rmte friends or relatives of mur-
der vicllms ecaught wp with
them."

Intimales of the two revealed to

the Times that both hoodlumis had
been back- in, Detroil {he last 10
davs after having jumped {iheir
$1,000 bonds whije awailing trial as

public enemies, The real reason
they fied, the Times was toid, was
that thev feared arrest in connec-
Lion with the 3.year-old kidnaping

the. Killer Burke kidnap mob, is
now awaiting trial.

29632~ -’L

PR T s T e o —



Dep*t of Juatice.
Waahington,D.f’. :

Vith the strides the department of which you are he&d, 1s making,‘
Beems &8 if Detroit haa been overlooked An. the cleanup of gongater 3
: e this 1i‘oe1=r.y to write youas T am ‘one whose. .tegnm&te usiness..
‘waa ‘muecled -in on., I was given the opportunity to either permit ITEE
8 ‘gang lnown as the ! Purple Gang" take over nv buaineaa, or be found in
the Detroit rivers _L"'-fg‘ . : R

L.-[‘J _.-,

i My bus ineaa 13 oerving raoa reaulta to clienta,whioh since raci :

- hae been legalized in various szections of the country, g conaidered eg'

in Detroite Several yeare ago this mob come to ‘my office 4" &nnoti

¥ould take charge and if Y didn't like it my body wquld be. ‘toun

in the Detroit river. Tha" "head of this mob Jack Lewid End the R

brothere are all. kinet of the vorst type. Several or this “mob ;
errim “life terms - in the state  prisons, Yet I am compelled to: SRRE:

_par:;ites run mr bunineas and ta.‘toe the ‘biggeat cut of the proﬁ.t :

dea B : :

- At the t:L... they took over "~ wy ‘buaineaa there wore aevera.l other.
tmall concérns of the same type which were - orderi
' under penhlty of deatho”-r: Gt

ey I pray ths.t yoﬂ wil]. bave zour'department
. inveatiga.tion of the “Purple Gang* activities in U5EEd

the pame  dose your department has given some of tiptxeat, They ar
also connected with the dope a.nd: liquor rackete her&M¥a in fact ont”rol

‘bnt of thme R

,‘.I ‘dare not gire you "nw name ‘out an - 1nreotigat1'§ _111 diac].o_au
what I heve told you above is true and I trust. you will do ‘everything
.. in your power to rid Petroit of. th.io ‘ enaoo‘ o.nd put ‘h se
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622 Women Arrested Here in
Past 20 Months; Conditions
In First Precinct Scored

Rumors that a whife slave ring
operating out of Defroit, Mich,,
controls a large portion of Wash-
ington’s vice are being investigated
by Commissioner Melvin €. Hazen.

The District head today received
a report from Captain William E.
Hoimes, commander of the Firsh
Police precinct, on the work of two
detectives assigned to the investi-
ya.tlon of vice in the downtoun
cecm:m which revealed tha1 of A
total of 1453 arrests madc by the
pair in the last 20 months, 622
were women.

Firs{ Precinet Bad

Numerous complaints aboul the
evil in the First precinct have
been made to Commissioner
Hazen, and police have hcen in-
structed to investigate the opera-

|tions of out-of-town persons en-'

gaged in white slave practices.

Police headquarters detectives
are tracing the rumor that the
Detroit gang is operating here by
investigating the records of ecach
person arrested on charges of so-
liciting,

Most of those

ta ramia Fram atha
found to come from other

it
and it is said that there is a con-
stant influx of recruits for the il-
licit trade.

The detective bureau is in con-
stant communication by telegraph
with the police of other cities in
an aitempi io gei conciusive evi-
dence of the local operations of
the Purple Gang.

Law Seen Weak

One of the deferents to stamp-
ing out the social evil here, it was
pointed out by District officiaia,
is the local law which fixes the
police c¢ollateral for so!iciiing 111
$25.

Corporation Counsel L:»_r_n,gff.
Preidpaosonshas drafted a bill for

nal action which will in-

crease this penalty to $100.

arrested are
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‘Purpte Gang' Bandit Held.
Special 1n THE NEw York TIMES.

NEWARK, N, J., April 4.—Victér
Connellan, 45 vears old, of Detroft,
said to be one of the last survivols
of the “IPurple Gang'' of that cith,
was arrested Tuesday in Hoboken
by police and Federal Secret Ser-
vice men, il was disclosed today at
the Secrel Service office here. The
offjce holds a warrant .for the re-
maval of Connellan te Detroit,
wlhiere he has been sought since
lagt November on a counterfeithg
chirge. Pending removal, helis
being held at Hoboken Police Hepd-
guarters.

= e L 4

__EW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1935,
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

~

h ; !
\-...»- - ' t
!

DIRECTOR ' A" )
Federal Brevau nf Innestigatinn [

b Mrp.o !

. &. Bepartient of Fustice o

ST

RVF Washington, D. €. ' o
June 5, 1%75. M
'I'ime—ﬁ :05 Ao Io M:,
/ my

. M. -

wam-mrﬂ; FO3 1is LATHAN N N
: ' 4

RE: Detroit Purple ‘lang l/ Mg

The Acting Capiain of the Guard t ls;%oned me this norning - -dee—-
gdvised that two men in zn automobile were at “he Minth Strecet Oate; thut
the driver c¢laimed to be an ex-policeman and *heo man vith hin was dressed
as a woman. This ex-polic¢eman states that this ren with hin is a memher o1
Detrcit's former Furple Cang and he broushi. i fto the Feder:l Zurcau of
Investigation for questioning by our .gents. “he feting Captuin of the
Guard stated that the ex-policeman seemed to ininl he had a rooe things fov
the Bureau.

I telephoned Ir. Ladd of the ashin ton Tiela (fficc risht away
and received instructions that they vere to bo held at the THinth Street Tntc
end that he would have two Sgfents come down ri-ht away to contact then. 1
transiitted this information to the Acting Zapytair of the Sunrd uno ahoted
that he would Lave +these ven wait until the 5 -onts shiowed un.

i Resnectfully,
2
‘ T e
/. - /“jj.t.--—t—’é"—g/ i

RECORDED & INDEXED é ;2—0?‘? é 52 ~ Z

R i



JOMN EDGAR HOOVER O )
DIRECTOR

Federal Burenu of Infiestigation
TDQ:RCL ’ .
L S, Department of Yustice

Washington, D. €.

June 24, 19°%,

A q.' . '
MEMORANDUM FOR LR. TOLSON. éﬁff*w’;ﬂf

(b)(‘lXC) |

On June Elst_in the Lttorney
General's office telephoned and st ted that the telephcne

operator for ihe Attorney Generzl had Just recelved a
telephone cell which bhad been truced to VWoodwerd and
Lothrop from someone steting that she possessed considerable
informztion relstive to the workings of the Purple Gang

in Detroit snd wanted to know if we would be interested

in chasing this matter down.
(YY)

I inf‘omedFth:.-t unless it was
some viclatlon over which the Feaeral Burezu of Investigsticn
Lad

has primsery investigative juricdiction, the Bureau wes uu-
7 authorized to teke any action.

""*‘el—-.a‘,-#*

- Respectfully,

A

T. D. Quinn.




827 Brocd Stroct Matiorel Senl*uilding
Irenton i Jersey

T —
T gy e [6229232-6

> Foooi. 7
o mmmae L el

1 R V) 0 11 B 1Y

‘2 ﬁear Sirs ;’---" :@Q

who was sorving e

very of & payroll at :
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Licht
Very nice looking; poss:.bly
extractiong

2+ . B B

Possibly of Xtelian extruotion,

the leow

5ot

Gray or blue
9 = 205

20 -22
Good

Very peculisr lookin; poscibly due
to a east in her eyes mekinz the e o
appear plercing or emu-cyodg mo.

sho squints,

Bharp, rives her the appoamme of o

shrewl wonan,
Bobbod nnd dyod blcndo.
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' Incsmch a5 1t 43 believed that these people Will rerain in
Trenton mfcil oanteqi oan be made with Chorles Kent and possibly effoot
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STe Spesisl hgent in Charge, Detroits e

his liberetion, it iz desired that .- roview your files o
ascertain whother or not any ong or al) of these persons ere

mtnd by your oﬂ'ﬂ,oc.
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Night Clerk advises ol two men

“tn ecar at Ninth Strecet door - one

&

of thom cluiming the other 10 be o memie
of the Detroit Purp e Gng.

Matteg&eferred to the Field office.

Field office advises they werec 2
couple of drunks and a memorandum
is being submitted.
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Post Offics Dox L1118
Detroit -~ Michiimn

-August 7, 1925
T . v

Special Agent in Charge
Trenton, New Jersey

. Dear Sir: B

Roreronco is pade to your letter of suguat 2, 1935,
relative to ¢ men wonen who vere aesking the releana
of e prisoner, held ot the New Jersey Stete

Priscn, at Trenton, ( bX"} Y(,§

A thorough aserch hes Leen rede of tgs filo in the
Detroit Office of all kpown membera of Detroitts““Purple Gang"
and the nems does not uppear es L member of this

stete that they do rot Imow of eny-

ons ever having b cted with i1he "Purple Goog” Lty the
nane °fﬂméb7h Yo

From the descriptions of the four i1ndividusl

in R s 1mposss
"Purple

aleaso. it is impossible to identify them wi.;h
"y _L:Yﬂlc)

Very truly yours

/ D, L. Nictiolson
HER{AM Spacial igeat in Charge
coc-Bureau \/
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ﬂ.o o the eﬂ'eet thst t.wo mbe o,f: |

He :ﬂeaira t.o be advj_“d a:.‘
thl

mua rece on 1dernble
[y o a aw manthz wl fh raferenca to out-

GII'UHQU“D MMUJ.-D-“UH el WS R
standing f‘udt,ivea. lowever, as & matter of cooporution, it is re-

' quented thet you mdvise by wire whether there ere any outetanding
,.,...w...,,.“ »a-mhors ‘ol this. gang wented. at Detreit, "snd whether the Buresu 1s tafing
part_in sesking t.heir &pprehension, . It will be uppreciaw;ﬁ

'fef.- .s"’-‘ et
%r ""w"" ar ?cﬁlrwgl .fqrmrd your *tol® gnphicr Teply a8, promptly oft.er tne re-

4 r-k. ; .
"'i:;f, Sein r..t.h.tp J.etw,v,as seible.. e .,,,’;; T
Wo‘f\ o SR e __QO w].' ey ‘-ql-g- L . 2 Rttt
' . " Very truly yours,

DRIGHT BRANTLEY,
Special Agent in Cherge.
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"4t oan be definitely established
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Post Offiee Box 2118
Detroit - MNMichigen
Ootober 85, 1935

Specisl Agent in Charge . -

Reference is mede to your letter unier date of
October 23, 1935, wharein this office was advised that the

AEITIEETION %0 the effect that two members oI e

troit Purple Oang are presently in Clarexore and requesting
that this offioce ascertain whether there are any outstanding
menbers of this gang who are wanted,

Cont this dsta, plea
vised that ws inforxed by

t Polios Department,
ou ng re of the original Purple Cang
who ars msoted by the Detroit Pa}ia. Departnent. However.

ut who associated with mabers of that gang, ave

nrasantic mmwbtad e ftha Natwnid Daldas Terewisant (in scanneadt em
eV vy AL W W "' Wy LW PR WAW JWVWaAMWY “F. PR YV SR WYL YW TA WS

with the murder of Frenl Plsen on Ssptember £Y, 1835, at
Detroit, Michigan. ( bY Y
X< )
of the cide Squad,

iy =k A

iios Departaent, fingermriny cerds end photogrephs of

. Po
the two sbove $90d and ere being trans-
mitted herewith,. advised that "John Doe*™
warrants are outs or tae M of Trapk Olsen apd that

%t Thomss gad Browns murdered
Olsen in an attespted holdup. §¢ requestsd that in the event
the two men reported $o be iz Claremore are fdentified as Thomas
and Browns they bDe arrested and hald for the Detroit Polioe
Depertzent and that the Detroit Police Department be netified.

-a_ e

ol rnnal that the Bureau is taking any active p
.ypnhnuon of the tw above mantioned -T

o wir Samee Y =

%, J. Vest ‘l
AiAM Speciel Agent b Chargs -
Eaclosures - Bhap...
- . co-Bureau / a 6% 7.
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Sman A esarch of the filas at the Detroit Orf1es Sose
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