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letter dated February 13, 1963, C‘*\

%)
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-25857)
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susject: PAUL LEROY ROBESON
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{00:NY)

'ReNilet 3, requesting WFO t
file concerni

In connection with this matter, it is pointed out
that under current passport regulations, a person in possession

of a valid passport need not advise the U. 8. Department of
State (USDS) concerning proposed travel—

office on 2/27/63,]

determined at the ffice:-
of Security on 19 at the file ooncernﬁz
ngUBﬁthiﬂ%d no additiSEﬁl 1nformation other than ata
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ICQE? (100 22692)(RUC)
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sM-cC Co jLﬁM’ /*‘ \gi

3y 00: NEW YORK - /ﬁ" -
Re Bureau letter dat 3/31/63, and Chicago o
letters dated 2/13/63, and 3/8 11 captioned as above,

Chicago has followed instant matterm@
as suggested in referenced Bureau letter. ince s of
Chicago letter of March 8, 1963, no additional pertinent
information in this matter has been received and accordlngly,

it is felt this case should be considered RUC However
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(00:NY) (o o W

(/ ReNYlet to Bureau dated 3/29/63 and WFOlet to %~ :

Bureau 4/12/63. (W8, ., . »

5 view of pa iles at Wag ton, DC on
and reflects
at both o pege individuals arg in possession of valid

. US passports. (u £ g lowd

P . Current review has been made of
NYO file, bu information

it Lo, s

I

@- Bureau (100-12304)§RM)'

- 1 - Chicago (100-22692)(RM
3 _E 1 - New York {100-137722 b C
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L THE FOREIGN SERVICE ?
‘ OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

ALL INFOWATION CO: rAlNED
S - RERERIIZUNTLARSEIED
May 9, 1963 .. DATEMBYM

DireCtor, FBI (100-12304) t.)z_

F -

= -

"From'}" Legat Paris (100-715)(?) N P v’5 =
- 'L.. ,rx R ﬁ - .S .
T .r - “-l - _‘ - - 7.. PE— I R ‘a - e -
Subject. PADL LEROY ROBESON B
- . IS - C T i "‘:- ‘l'-';,,.' Lt ,‘ Lol IE ‘:- Tt ; -‘.'.'- e ,

PR Coa
. - .

Bet forth below 18 a text of anm unclassified "o F
airgram dated May 4, 1963 to the Department of State, B N
(information Londoni furnished the Paris Office on S
May 7, 1963 from the American Embassy, Paris, captioned . -
"Whereabouts of Paul Robeson and His Present Attitude
Toward USSR and Communism Disputed Between Le Figaro and

‘'L'Humanite.”

‘bi

R . o . . - iy by
L : 3 - 2L 5
S 4 a e

B "The present whereabouts of Paul Robeson, the < . LT
American colored actor and singer, and his current = - if”;;~
. attitude toward the Soviet Union and Communism were ° —T*éki##wr-'

subjects of dispute between Le Figaro and L'Humanite on
May 2 and 3.

"Le Figaro 1in an article by its authority om = == =~ =«
Communist a¥falrs, who identifies himself with the signm .. .
XXX, reported on May 2 that Robeson had returned to the ‘,_;«{ii
U.S. after having broken with the Soviet Union because it

of its cultural oppression of minorities, Mistakenly °
" claiming that the American singer had resided :in the : '“““ 5‘**
USSR during the period 1948-1963 (in the earlier part ST

of this period Robeson was unable to leave the U.8,: " "~ 777
because he had been denied a passport due to his . | i
identification with Communist causes), Le Figaro e~ *-4"1¥?#7;
ported that Robeson 'had just returned To the United - ‘

States completely disillusioned, aged, ruined and = :’2{:;1; o

s alone,' Le Figaro said the singer had explained his'*l O R

. '1 - Legat London (sent direct) PR
1 - anur:i.ai‘-:= P 13 H‘AY 14 1953

LPK:1j] T o 7 |
(6) Copy to... % St ..y ﬂfzfé..m! ” ’p —
by rowtmg ahp for

Fad
ut ; J&y
ey Nty




Paris 100-715

action as stemming from his disillusionment in the Soviet \
claim that all minorities in the USSR lived without the

tleast restrictions' placed upon them. He supposedly

said that in fact in the Soviet Union one tells the

minorities that ‘their culture is inferior to the new

culture inspired by the Soviet state,' that "the only

orant writers! are Soviets. and that western art is

ACTALP FLAVCAL S w WWy &w v v Foa= T

'decadent.' Robeson supposedly reported that he was _
disabused because in the USSR he had found ‘'another form
of oppression all the more dangerous because it was
exercised in the name of a pretended liberation.’®

*On May 3 L'Humanite denied Le Fiéaro}sréfdfy,
claiming that it bhad gotten informtion from 1ts London

correspondent that Robeson was in fact undergoing medical
drnaatmant idn = c]in'ln near the British capitﬂ.l, The '1fe

d dh AW M v -k . A g - i - - =222

of Robeson was reported to have said that 'my husband
has not broken and has no intention of breaking with
Communism,' Associates of Robeson were quoted to have
said that he has no intention to visit the U.S. They
fﬁ,allegedly asserted that 1f he does make a trip he would

" ooner go to Moscow, but that his state of health prevents
- im from undertaking any voyages,"

The rapidity with which L*'HBumanite denied Le

W WP STLICIASAN A& & PP L el o, W N me eLlid L%

l;_Figaro‘s XXX account is noteworthy, Actually L‘Humanite
w rarely refutes the claims in articles by XXX. e
\ bhaste with which L'Humanite responded suggests that this
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LT Director, !‘BI
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* B ne London letter to Bureau 5/22/63. L i‘,‘
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L In view of the information set Iorth in re R
" London letter and that it is highly unlikely that the . .. .-<" 5
- .- subjects will be visiting France in the near tuture Y JEE b
p - further action is being taken in this matter, - = - Aas elr g P
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S8A GEN. RES. NO. I

UNITED srAfEs GOVA. NMENT
Memorandum

Director, FBI {100-12304) DATE: 7-30-63

wﬁmunmnnn(f& - [ron. 7 ﬁ 3

3

Legat, Bonn {(105-720) (RUC)

7

SUBJECT: PAUL LEROY ROBESON S *‘ e
/- 18 -~ C o : o T
A, R Re Bonnlet dated 2-20-63. )

/ h . Co mes - AL Lipe ] Aiso .

"Neues Deutschland,” 3blished 1n‘East Berlin,_

e A reported on 7-9-63, that Eslanda Robeson, the well-known .
2l freedom fighter and wife of the pqpular Negro singer, = &5
i Paul Robeson, had been awarded the German Peace Medal by ——
o _ the Peage Council of the Germap Democratic Republic for
=7 her service to peace and international understanding.
) Mrs. Robeson expressed heartfelt thanks for this award
—-- = - and recognition et IR R

~

T N b
. . ~-

| ALLINFORATON conTamey
2 ot i GO HEREIN IS gy AfgC’gNTA!NED

" " by routips Ship for . . -
\@@w_ﬁm ey f%ﬁw
e \\ ' L B | .

5 - Bureau ST TR Gl AN
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(2 - New York; 105-38595) i N
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OFTIONAL FORM NO- W0 L]
MAY 196z EDITHIN " £

GEA GEN. REG. NO. I A G : AN
UNITED STATES Gi_ 'RNMENT - s _
\ \ v
Memorandum a\
T0O  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304 N\@’{v DATE: 8/30/63.
TN OO 8 PR Y

FROM 3q £ SAC, NEW YORK (100-258

SUBJECT: PAUL LEROY ROBESON aka
1

I5-C x

(00: NEW YORK) D L N

2 /) 7./ N
gﬁ!.-éNDA ROBESON aka /‘vjf?"r%u[ 4-—6}’6’;‘ /Yo bls on &

(00: NEW YORK) 3
Re Legat letter dated 5/22/63. . .

The NY Times, a dally NY newspaper, in Bn
article published on 8/26/63, captioned "ROBESON/TO
REST IN EAST GERMANY" reflects that PAUNMROBESON/with
his wife and a friend, boarded a PoIT8h aIrline I'light
oday, and flew to East Berlin. The article recorded
at HARRY FRANCIS, a friend of ROBESON, stated that &
ROBESON made the Journey to the German Democratic Re- &{
public where he will have a general medical checkup
followed by a holiday In one of East Gérmarnys beauplful
spas. The fllight came after Inlrormatlon—ad been reported
By the "Sunday Telegraph” concerning an attempt which
was to be made to "smuggle" the 65 year 0ld singer to a
Sovlet-bloc capltal "to keep him quiet" because he had
"broken with Moscow". HARRYNRANCIS, who accompanied
ROBESON to the London alrport, where he boarded the plane
for East Berlin, stated that reports of "smuggling"
and ROBESON dislllusion .with Moscow, were: "sheer nonsense". :
AR NT — _
The NY Post, a dally NY néwspaper, dated %/26/63, E
contains an article ¢o.fioned "ROBESON IN E. BERLINY which
reflects that PAUL ROBESON was in East Berlin today for
rest and medlcal treatment. The article mentioned that his
agent HAROLDNDAVISON said that charges that ROBESON was

"smuggled" Behind thé Iron Curtain were rédiculous and that
he will return in four or five weeks.

/\‘_/J";‘“

i

ONTAINED
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

. Director, FBI (Bufile- 100-12304 )

QJn
% AG./ sac,  NEW YORK (100-56680)

7/)sumsc-r: ESLANDA connochROBESON, aka
SM - C
(0O: NEW YORK)

LR W S &

DATE:

S T

10/7/63
If-u"
fat
Cards UTD
Cards Sent QO
{o////é‘_bz,l

K] The Security Index Card on the
captioned individual should be
changed as follows ( specify
change only}:

Name

Aliases

[] Native Born {J Naturalized

(] Alien

[[] Communist {7} Socialist Workers Party

[JMiscellaneocus (specify)

[ 1Independent Socialist League

Race

[] Teb for Detcom

Sex

[} Male (] Female

Date of Birth Place of Birth

Business Address (show name of employing concern and eddress! AV | INFORMATION CONTAINED
FEREIN IS UNSLASSIFIED

DATE - 27- 31 BYsg- ﬁJ;HJ_’-‘

Key Facility Data

Geographical Reference Number

Responsibility

Interested Agencies

Jo0-12304—

Residence Address PR
AFY

East Berlin,East Germany

L

¢

1+

NS "ECGRDED

i
[

-~
-

SUPAT UCT 9 1963

-/i {
T
. e-pureau

~>T_New York
FB:ceme '%7

REGISTERED MAIL é(%g 0OCT 14 1%3

ot AN L e P e, e -



FD.122 (Rev. 4-17-6

+ OFHONAL FORm N0, 0 PI1=-108
AT VRSY EDATION
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UNITED STATE —VMENT

Memorandum

SAC. NEW YORK (100-25857)

e
= N
e 1

5 2
* [ SUBECT: ppyr, LE ROY/ROEESON aka
SM-C
e (00: NEW YORK)

i
]
bl aibarili &

[t is recommended that & Security
Index Card be prepared on the
above~captioned individual.

Ll
t
e 4

L]
!
Y

S ke Yk !

}  DATE:

10/7/63
Caras UTD
Cards Sent GO
e / 1" / b Z
"UNAVAILABLE SECTION"

[X] The Security Index Card on the
captioned individual should be
changed as follows { specify
change only}:

>

{__J Netive Born

[ ] Naturatized

[ Alien

[] Communist

[T ] Miscellaneous {specify)

[] Socialist Workers Party
OUT OF THE COUNTRY

[} Independent Socialist League

Race
] Tab for Detcom

Sex

[ Male ] Female

Date of Birth Place of Birth

e

ing concern and address)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
FEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Key Facility Data

DATE 2 22-51 BY ¢ o ctdofle)

Geographical Reference Number Responsibility
.__a Fyegy | —m i 2 {
Imneresiead Agencices
Reanidence Address Y £ " -
N o 0012308
East Berlin, East Bermany NOT RECORDED
{ ] 131-UET Q11863 7]
\i_mmau o _ ) ' ' , U ) /
-New York | 007 171579 i
FB:jad *“ O C S "1% 4
REGISTERED MAIL 3 ?: 2oy
-3} I
\>/ k
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.A2/19/63 ...

Date

T
2 100-12304-686
XxJpirector 23 S AORE. S

FD-4 (Rev, 10-13-38)

Routing Siip ‘ (‘3 ‘

PAUL LEROY ROBESON
T 1SAC v, Titde ~ESLANDA-ROBESON """

ersensvamnnirivisbsanan

LI E LI b

o “ALLTNFORMATION CONTAINED
366 v DATE Z-2.7- /7 BY

I e ey

L 0C1ETK oo sssssreesseees saesseseasesinsssesesesnsnnes

ACTION DESIRED QL

] Acknowledge Open Case
[J Assign......Reassign..... Prepare lead cards
[ 1Bring file Prepare tickler
Call me Recharge seriols
Correct Return ossignmen
Deodling. ..o iescneceisiniransaens Return file

e
———

[ 1Deadline possed - - - Return serials
[ |Delinquent [[__] Seorch ond return
[[JDiscontinve [ ]See me

Expedite ] Send Serfals...cccce ol
File £O wereecrcecostsraressssransrase
For information [[ ] Submit new charge-o
; tnitial & return Submit report by ........

Leads need attention [ Type
Return with explanation or notation as to action take

. T ] :
J PO Y DA

R TN

Re Bureau routing slip 12/13/63.
referring to Lonlet 11/29/63. 713/

Enclosures to Bureau indicated in

error. Please correct Bureau coples.
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Casper
Callshan
Conrad
DeLoach
Evans
Gole
Rosen

Tele. Room
Holmes
Gomndy

v e

‘Al

[

et

Vo<
Cﬁﬁjgo East Berlin several months ago,

Sullivag —F T &X 10‘“ P h']
T T BEG 26 Vy YAV
MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNITEj

7

, 6;9 »
(! LS

12/19/63

1l = Nr, Haack
l -« Mr, Floyd

Adrtel
To1 BACs, New York (Enclosures-2) . T
S Wasbington Field (Enclosures-3) —
From:  Director, FBI (100-12304) .
=N p ey

PAUL LXERQY SON v
BECURITY MATTER - C | bE

| | DiTe

According to an article in the 12/19/63
edition of the "Wasbington Post™ under the date line
"Berlin, December 1B," Robeson and bis wife, Eslanda, .
have left Germany en route to the United Btates for
the Christmas holidsys, In this connection there are
enclosed for New York and Washington Field Office :
two copies of the above article.

New York immediately endeavor to determine 53 Qﬁf
details of subject's arrival in this country and =
ascertain the extent of his activities while in the :ﬁ?
United States, including the expected duration of =8
his stay in this country, Washington Field Office Cﬁc:ux
check passport records for any additional details S5
available concerning Robeson and his wife, &3 ,g? é}:;

: _ . o o~ A7
: ¥ow York and Washington Field Office =2
afford this matter immediate attention and furnish -3
results to the Bureau suitable for dissemination, SO W
Keep the Bureau promptly advised of developments, 5&;&;‘«
-
S -— S
Subject, a well-known Kegro singer, and Q:Cb

pls wife are on the Security Index, He resided in
Bngland for several years since 1958 before going to
Prior to leaving
this country he was actively engaged in communist

activities in this country,

5 ?EC"T//QQGBQ

Pewl

WHF :cad
(7)
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b SR

BFRT !N nn 18 {AD)
American Negro singer Paul
Robeson and his wife Eslanda
are on their way back to the
United States {o spend Christ-
mas with their family, the of-
ficia] East German news
agency ADN reported today.

The agency said they left
by air from the Schoenefeld

His route was unspecified.

The Robesons were in Com-
munist East Germany while
Robeson was undergoing treat-
ment in an East Berlin elinic, [

ADN said
f he agency described Robe-
sob as “leading representative
of the colored population of
tht US.A. fighting for their
{eivil rights.”

1

A Y aYaFaY arrna
JUOWURL , LRI UA

]Leave Berlin for Christmas i _1_U S. ‘

Airport, outside East Berlin.|

1 Qin
ul W11

ﬂﬂ’

Roheenn B.R

Berlin at the end of August
for ivedical ireatment at the
invitation of the East German
Peace Council, ADN said, and
imnmvemeyt in his health has
permitted ‘him fo 1eave Sy

Robeson, accused in 1947 hy
the ‘House Committee on Un-
American Activities ‘of sup-

g_mnf to Pn:f

€anizations, has been abroad
since July 11, 1858. He made
his home in England before
|going to East Berlin. - -
‘{Robeson has had an 8-year:
battle to gel his passport. He
was finally issued one afler
the Supreme Court ruled that

g TERE g e T e ey s Apeemr s =

AU UU, aliwu vy

"tRobeson will have no prob-

porting Communist-front “or-!.

the State Deparitment lacked
tatutory lut.hunty to deny

E’ e M

ALL INFORITATION
HEREIH 15 UHCLAS

DATE /= 22-%/ BY

e s .', .
SR

58, and Wife

hlm

passport for f
paaapt

sign a non- Communist affi-
davit. The law has since been
amended to give the State
Department that right.

“[A® ‘an American citizen,

tem . entering the - United
States, & State Department
spokesman said.

{When the singer tries to
leave, however, he will prob-
ably have to apply for a new
passport, since his old one
presumably has expired. He
would then be required to
certify in the passport applica-
tion that he is noi and
not been a member of lthe
Communist Party for the pre-
ceding 12 months.} W,

. .
[V E .Y S50 S Y e W . -

Y SV

Tolson

Belmont
Mohr
Casper
Callahan

Conrad
Nal anch

Evans
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele Room
Holmes
Gandy

S

The Washington Powt and . . ...
Times Herald

CONTAINED
SSIFIED

-f(’nl

Date

A G o

New York Jourmnai-Amesi
New York Mirror
New York Dally News
New York Post
The New York Times
The Worker
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal o .
The National Observer
People's World ~.

The Washingion Daily News
The Evening Star
_New York Herald Ttibune

caon

/2 //f/‘/c 3
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COMAUNCATIONS SEGTON
DEE 2211933
i TEL E
Mr. Trotter ;
Tele. Room ,
M:ss Holmes
ettt - -
S.-: b
— - - g:i?
o 1.:.
UEL'-E - Elm £
DEFERRED 12-22-63 10-31 PM PW
TO DIRECTO -12 cefme
R /100-12304/ 4 AL INFORMATIONT? “TAINED
FROM SAC, NEW YORK /100-25857/ 1P FEREIN IS UNCLASS 45)
PAUL LEROY%BESON DATE /=27-%/ BY.
'z;n-mswe- SECuR Ty 11IAITEL - Commuay 57
Tmib £ATION Ard VA TURALIZATION DiEpe VI CE \lQ
I “1ns, NYC, JOHN F. KENNEDY AIRPORT, NYC, L

ADVISEB “TODAY THAT PAUL ROBESON AND WIFE, ESLANDA ROBESON ARRIVED
NYC VIA BDAC FLIGHT FIVE ZERO FfVE.: AT IHREE 'FORTY PM THIS DATE-
DESTINATION GIVEN VAS ONE SDEJUMEL }ERRACE,} NEW mré:?mmn VO,
NEV YORK. THIS IS FORMER RESIDENCE OF SUBJECT IN N LHM FOLLOWS,.
: —— i —
; END 'AND ACK PLS 6“5 220024, 19? : 5 P M-I?T
10-34 PM NY R 4 VA ROR L E ~“,3O,f»

e s Sord -
\Mg; Iﬁ”- 8.;17 20 IHR BELIIDUT FOR T nmmn? (9 CwE-.

1"

MR, SULLL
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- f 3 - - i - .
FD-36 {Rev, 12-13-5¢) ha? ‘ ‘i
1N * o
. - £y 0
!P - — [P ' —
i - FBI !
i !
e { C Date:  12/18/63 !
f;"-:c;txsmit the following in -' CDN Fi ]'
(Type in plain text or code} i
Vio AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL B
.- . (Priority or Method of Mailing) H
e e e e e e e I o
.
TO : DIRECTOR, 'FBI (100-3.2304)
. , , 3 ' i
FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-25857) .
LR - - ' :
SUBJECT: PAUL ROBESON . . 7 .
_ ; IS - C - -

SON's wile were
to the US, havi rmany this morning""‘"’”’"";b?_D
and stopped in london, Mhe ROBESONS are

due in NY on Friday. — ) i

Although information has been received in the Qj(
past that ROBESON is disenchanted with communism, the

NYO, not being certain of his attitude, 1s not making any i
4 recommendation for an interview by newsmen upon his \*
rival back in the US, s 74 Y
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CHANGED
E%s DA @OODE ROBESON aky Eslanda. 7 fac__
‘Cardoza ‘Goode, Eslanda’Cardoza . - | ‘ S ﬁ,sf
obegon, Essie Robeson, Mrs. Paul SM - C : o e
eo obeson, Mrs Paul Leroy . o 7 ﬂ/ gt
obeson .. i : . P - ’Qfﬁ.-/x;‘ |
- . B [ 4
‘The title issmarked "Changed" toag-enect subject's . ‘

most commonly used based upon current file review. The
current spelling of CARDOZA is set forth based on available
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records from sub,ject's passport file and from su ! [ o
birth record as set forth in the report of SA
dated 6/26/52 at New Haven. The comple e

true name as ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON which 13 the name she b7
/[

forth :I.n this report ror current‘ ;pefb*ﬁwe purposes. /;‘
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No employment change is being made in subjeci's
Security Index card from her customary occupation of
writer, for the reason that the occupation shown herein
namely roving correspondent for "New World Review" 1s
not considered to be an exclusive employment. Cu S
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INFORMANTS

_ (s)

Identity of Source ~ ~ ~  Fiie Number Where Located

: Security informants contacted negatively concerning
subject in December 1963 are identified as follows:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

4_\_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption{s)} L__b\j(v \) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

o o0 0 F&

Document(s) originating with the following government agency{ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

———  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency{ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retumn of the material to the FBL

—— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[[3 For your information:

%1 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

TR Hqun}_ucm*e‘t& Lie \bD-2aou- 92 ( 9&5@‘»}

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXX
DELETED PAGE(S) §

NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥

XXXXXX X  FOR THIS PAGE X

XXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



FD-305 (Rev, 9-19-62)

R R (:_ o @(*

NY 100-56680

- S .
1. @] Subject's name is included in the Securit%ggc.

2. [} The data appearing on the Security Index card are current.
3. [X Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and
Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.

L. [xX) A suitable photograph {x]is [] is not available.

5. [ Subject is employed in a key facility and is
charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies
are :

6. [X] This report is classified

(state reason

T. [ Subject previously interviewed (dates) .
[X] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason)

-~ & N

L Resides abroad O A

8. [T} This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending

cancellation of the Security Index card.

9. [X] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall within
‘such criterla because (state reason) No evidence has
been received indicating that subject has abandoned
her CP sympathies or associates. In a recent :
newspaper article, subject denied that her husband
PAUL. ROBESON had broken with the CP and she
i1dentified herself with - «+ "Our Soviet and Socialist:
Friends", She traveled tc East Berlin in August 1963

and continues to be identified with CP front groups.

10. (X)Subjeet's ST card [] is [X] 1s not tabbed Detcom. .
Subject's activities [] do [X] 4o not warrant Detcom
tabblng.
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- BN




FD-204 {Rev. 3-3-59)

¢~ O

T ] o "
) ] UN.(:;—':'D STATES DEPARTMENT OF Elnice
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to:
Date:
Field Office File £ 100-56680 Bursow File g 100-12304
Title: ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON
PRI INFORYATTAT AT TIND
PTREIN IR VLILATSIFIED
' ' TYorET TELRE SHOME .-
Choracter: SECURITY MATTER ~ C CTHELVISE. i
Synopsis: . E

DETAILS

sted among Board o rectors, National unc
of American Soviet Friendship as of April 1963.- Subject
included in staff of “New World Review", as a "roving

correspondent”™ as of August 1963, 0n 7/9/63, subject
reportedly was awarded the German Peace Medal by the .
Peace Council of the German Democratic Republic. v |
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I BACKGROUND |

A- Forelign Travel : T o é—l

The New York "Dally News" issue of August 30, 1963,
page forty-four set forth comments of a newspaper reporter
concerning the flight of PAUL ROBESON and ESLANDA ROBESON
to East Germany in August 1963. The followlng is- - -
excerpted from the newspaper article; . ' _

' "Despibe subsequent reports from East Berlin,
London newspapermen found the circumstances of his
departure from London to be suspicious. They pointed
out that his fiery 65-year-old wife joined with Red
Poland's ambassador to England, Der=®O0dzinskl, to smuggle

;;JJ‘ L Q,/f Robeson from a London hospital for nervous diseases to a
== ¢ ¥ .\ {PolishIlyushin plane that sped him across the Iron Curtaln
= Y >~ 'to East Berlin.

“’%g ' “if, as some of us suspect, Paul Robeson never

R S " again will emerge from behind the Iron Curtaln, this 15 ;p
- ' a description by veteran British newsman John Osman of - a
Robeson aboard the Ilyushin plane, 'He sat llke an -
effigy in his seat next to a plane window, In flight, I
introduced myself to Mr. Robeson, who smiled charmingly
and seemed about to talk to me, Angrily, hle wife, who
told me that she knew judo and would happily use it to
keep people away from her ®completely exhausted? husband,
_ demanded I leave Paul and return to my own seat, Paul -
T looked on stolidly, sat silently as his wife gave orders,?
ST Osman had wangled passage aboard the plane, He saw that
S ' the Robesons were met at East Berlin's Schoenfeld Ainport
T - by uniformed officials and whisked away in a dark car. :

-2-




¢ - Occupation

LR S &

fccording to the August 1963 issue of "New World
Review", ESLANDA ROBESON is & "roving correspondent" for
this publication. L : ,

WThé:"ﬁew ﬁbrid Reviéw“ is characterized
in the appendix. e i} L

11 AFPILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY MOVEMENT

A - National Council of American-Soviet Friendship

The National Council of American-Soviet
Friendship has been desigm ted pursuant
to Executive Order 10450,

A letter head of the National

_ American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF)

- -~ 31isted as among the Board of Directors o
subjJect, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON.

A rally of the NCASF was held on November 26, 1962 '<%J
at Carnegle Hall, New York City attended by approximately - -
fifteen hundred persons. During the program an announcement -

o~ ) @, . . . - L omt s e oL R
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NY 100-56680

was read that PAUL and ESLANDA ROBESON had sent —
greetings to the rally.

The same information concernlng sen

' greetinis to the NCAii rally was reported by
on o

- B - "New World Review"

gl

The August 1963 issue of the "New World Review!

> 1dentified the staff of this publicatlion and set forth .
§ﬁ _the following pertaining to subject: -
fe "ESLANDA ROBESON, our roving correspondent®
- 7 ¢ - Miscellaneous SRR o o T T

{ e . ) [ S !'..f Ny .. ;
Z el ki i A a2

_ s "The Worker" an east coast Communist newspaper .~ . .
e . .= . 1issue of :November 26, 1961, page one,carried -~ . -
- - an article entitled, "Dr. W. E, B. DU BOIS joins
- the Communist Party. .The article related that
Dr. W, E. B. DU BOIS had joined the Communisgt
Party, United States of Amerilca about -
November 1961.
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"Phe National Guardian®, issue of June 6, 1963,
page two carried an article dstelined: London, England
concerning PAUL ROBESON and signed by ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON.
The followlng is excerpted from the article:

"Several people, among them some news reporters,
have been inquiring about articles alleged to have been
written by my husband, Paul Robeson. The articles appeared
lagt January in an Anerican newspaper., They are pure
fabricatinn. - :

"He has not, ‘changed his political views' 1n
any way, as has been alleged in the articles, On the
contrary, there has been no interruption.,of his warm
friendship and close contact with our Soviet and socialist

frt andae . That this Prid andehin 418 muutnnal wae ahn

A il
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recently on his 65th birthday, April 9, by the heart-
warming avalanche of cables, telegrams, letters, cards, ,
gifts and overseas telephone calls of congratulations and
good wishes from friends, organizations, trade unions,
artists, musicians, government leaders and civic leaders
in the Soviet Union, the Peoplets Republic of China, the
German Democratic Republic, 0zechoslovakia, Cuba and
other socialist countries, .

"The only people who sometimes uishfully think
that he will change his mind are some Americans who are
deeply sunk in their anti-communist hysteria,"

"phe Natlonal Guardian® is characterized = |
in the appendix.

"Neues Deutschland®™, newspaper published in
Rast Berlin, Germany reported on July 9, 1963 that -
ESLANDA ROBESON had been awarded the German Peace Medal
by the Peace Council of the German Democratic Republic,
Mrs. ROBESON allegedly expressed heart-felt thanks for
this award and recognition, .
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1. APPENDIX CONFID
" “WNATIONAL GUARDIAN"

- The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published ae of December 1,
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C,, contains the followlng con-
cerning the "National Guardian”:

"National Guardian

"l., 'established by the American Labor
 Party in 1947 as 8 "progressive"
weekly # * #_  Although it denies
having any affiliation with the
Communiat Party, 1t has manifested
itself from the beginning as a virtual
official propazanda arm of Soviet Russia.!
(Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report, Trial by Treason: The National
Committee to Secure Justice for the
ROSENBERGS &and MORTON SOEELL, August 25,

193¢, p. 12.)"
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i

111X MISCELLANEOUS

Security informants famillar generally with
Communist Party activities in the mztropolitan area
of New York City, advised in December 1963 that they
had no additional information to furnish concerning
ESLANDA ROBESON.




CONFID

1. AFPENDIX
"NEW WORLD REVIEW"

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications,” revised and published as of December 1,
1901, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following
concerning the "New YWorld Review":

" New World Review

"1. 1Soviet Russia Today commenced ag the
officilal organ of Frilends of the Sovlet
Union, * * * It and 1ts successor (New
World Review) have a continuous record
of over 22 years of uninterrupted publi-~
catlion and admittedly have operated In
respondent's (the National Council of
American-Soviet Friendship, Inc.)
interest and are used as educational
media by respondent.! Sovlet Russlia
Today wes 'succeeded in the early 1550's
by New ¥orld Review.' Jessica Smith, a
member of the Foard of Directors of the
National Council of American-Soviet Friend-
ship, Inc., 'was also shown to te long-time
member and functionary in the (Communist)
Party, as well as in the Party-controliled
Friends of the Soviet Union. She has been
continuously the editor of Soviet Russia
Today and its successor New World Review
for years.!

(Subversive Activities Control Foard,

Docket No. 104-53, Report ané Order with
respect to the National Councll of Amerlican-
Sovlet Friendship, Inc., February 7, 1956,
pp. 20 and 22.)

"2, The Communist Party 'is regularly putting

out' the New Wcrld Revlew, which 1s a

tmonthly propaganda organ on the Soviet

Union, Red Chira, and the Communist

satellites, published in New York.'

(Committee on Un-American Activities,

Annual Report for 19?8, House Report 187, v
-e-ww- .. .. March 9, 1959, p.-G.) - T A
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2. APPENDIX

"NEW WORLD REVIEW" (CONT'D)

"3, Cited as an organization specializing in
pro-Soviet propaganda. It was formerly
known as Sovlet Russia Today.

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for
Ameg%cans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p.
90.
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