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Bet forth below is a text of an unc1assiiiedf&#39;¢Q§g§4#,t
airgram dated Hay 4&#39; 1963 to the Department of State, .5 ioY+"i
 information Londoni, furnished the Paris Office on" -»f- ;
Hay 7, 1963 from the American Embassy, Paris, captioned ~q~
"whereabouts of Paul Robeson and His Present Attitude -i� .
Toward USSR and Communism Disputed Between Le Figaro andiffk 5 .
, ,,,______,L_ ,, _  _ . _ . ,_.  _. ..._......_._...... ..-...-.s_s,__.__.___.-.
1.1 &#39; numanite ." &#39; ~ a. - . -- e
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J: I  .  . _ ,  VJ: l i ___,,_ _{_; �fa _, . �. �yr J,� A-.__»2
*�* � "The present whereabouts of Paul Robeson, the�7;**
American colored actor and singer, and his current&#39;_-f 1 %T�@
attitude toward the Soviet Union and Communism were � -¥*¢¥i¥

subjects of dispute between Le Figaro and L&#39;Humanite on
Hay 2 and 3. &#39;

,,.-...-. - --

"Le Figaro in an article by its
Communist aTTEI¥§T&#39;§ho identifies himself with the sign"gT.s&#39;r
XXX, reported on May 2 that Robeson had returned to the i..£~fl,
U.S. after having broken with the Soviet Union because&#39;%� ~E3¥ .
of its cultural oppression of minorities, Mistakenly, &#39;
claiming that the American singer had resided;1n_the;;

" USSR during the period 1948-1963  in the earlier part
of this period Robeson was unable to leave the U.8.Y*&#39;
because he had been denied a passport due to his_.m
identification with Communist causes!, Le Figaro reefs _H _
ported that Robeson �had Just returned to-tEE�U5ited ig, ":_
States completely disillusioned, aged, ruined and &#39;"h1, .o
alone.� Le Figaro said the singer had explained hisg*&q£@>;� "
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action as stemming from his disillusionment in the Soviet
claim that all minorities in the USSR lived without the
�least restrictions� placed upon them.� He supposedly
said that in fact in the Soviet Union one tells the
minorities that �their culture is inferior to the new p
culture inspired by the Soviet state,� that �the only
great writers� are Soviets, and that western art is
�decadent.� Robeson supposedly reported that he was _
disabused because in the USSR he had found �another ioraa
of oppression all the more dangerous because it was
exercised in the name of a pretended liberation.? _ _

"On lay 3 L&#39;Humanite denied Le Figaro&#39;s story,
claiming that it had gotten Informion from Its London
correspondent that Robeson was in fact undergoing medical
treatment in a clinic near the British capital. The wife
oi Robeson was reported to have said that �my husband � �
has not broken and has no intention of breaking with
Communism.� Associates of Robeson were quoted to have
said that he has no intention to visit the U.S. They
allegedly asserted that if he does make a trip he would

j¥;uJ&yK?�¢%�%� �G�;ooner go to Moscow, but that his state of health prevents.&#39;= &#39;-£17"-":11 -~- -&#39;-&#39;-1&#39;."1�;: 11&#39;  .
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Io: IACI, lee York  lncloauree-8! - &#39; --~
~-- Iaahington Iield ilnclosuree-I! �_

Iron: Director, Ia:  mo-12:00 i H -. ,_,..._ ,,..
. � �fl �Hram. unorgnnsor N-777mcuazrr nu.-rrn .. c &#39; t-F »

n r amt e�/is My 1/  *-
lccording to an article in the 12/19/68

edition or the "Washington Post� under the date line
"Berlin, December 18," Robeson and his rite, Ielanda,
have left Germany en route to the United Staten tor
the Cnrietnaa holidaya. In this connection there are
enclosed tor lee York and Iashington Field Ottice s
two copies oi the above article.

lee York immediately endeavor to determine
details or subject�: arrival in this country and
ascertain the extent oi his activities while in the
United States, including the expected duration oi
his atay in this country, Iashington Iield Office
check passport records tor any additional detail!
available concerning lobeaon and his aiie,

-i  iea Tort and iashington nae om.� ,
by atiord this aatter immediate attention and turnish "3
Ii results to the Bureau suitable tor dissemination.
:; Keep the Bureau promptly advised of developments.
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_ QEHLZN. Dee.1!{AP!
iAmerican Negro singer Paul
�Robeson and his wife Eslanda - . ~ - - - -
iue on their way back to the for medtgal lreatment at the_ davit. The law has 511108
;�United states to spend ch�stp §!lVillLi0l1 of-the East G¬l&#39;l&#39;n3n ll���ded I0 §&#39;lV2_��&#39;lE
mas with their family, the of- Peace Qouneil, ADN said, and: Deparmient that vehi-

4.-�cill E I 51 G 1 1&#39; "1 I T1 NW5� tmprevement in his iie�tii has
{agency ADN reverted t0<iay- ipermittedhim to ieave;  -
V The Ieerwy laid they left� Robeso accused in 19411:

Airport, outside East Berlin. American Activities� &#39;01 su -.1 1; &#39;d_His route was unspecified. i &#39; &#39; P SP0 esmm gm
yP0TiiI&#39;1¬ Crimmunist-from or-1&#39;. [When the singer tries. 92 _

The Robesons were ll! Com-i&#39;iganizations. has been abraadj§1g>&#39;a92_&#39;e, however; he wit! prob-|
v_ ,_ . t . »nb1y.l.1ave to apply for a new.
[his home in England bEf0I|Ei;p&SSp0�., since his old onel

munist Eazt Germany while
Robeson was undergoing treat-
ment in an East Berlin clinic,
A N said.

f he agency described Robe-

tsince July -11, l958.,He made

I�iill 10 El�-it Berlin. - T. &#39; ;presumabiy has expired.
. {Robeson has "had an 8-year-�would then be required

a 0 0

-him a passport tar iai111_- tn�__I&#39;E _

Berlin at the end of .Aug1.istisi&#39;gn_ a non-Communist affi-ii
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l. E Subject&#39;s name is includedin the Securi1§%e§c.
2. [3 The data appearing on the Security Index card are current.
3. 13 Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and __

Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. &#39; d I &#39;

1+. [Z] A suitable photograph [Z] is [:| is not available. " � �
5. [:| Subject is employed in a key facility and is .

charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies
are ..

6. E] Thiswreport is i V mi *7

 state

T. [:1 Subject previously interviewed  dates! .
[E Subject was not reinterviewed because  state reason;

in Besides abroad W _ii~_e.-- rm-�-_--as ~>~-e. -

9

i
4

rev!� 1|-air-I QELI. U131. �I-3

recommending

|&#39;�&#39;||-.-In Anna anll-lJ.D 92.-�DC I-IL!

and a letter

longer meets the Security Index
has been directed to the Bureau

cancellation of the Security Index card.
This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the

Security Index criteria and it continues to fall within  _
-such criteria because  state reason! NO evidence 118.8
been received indicating that subject has abandoned
her CP sympathies or associates. In a recent r
newspaper article, subject denied that her husband
nnnr nnnwqnu had h v Iifh fh rv n h_.--..: -....---=..--... ---... _!&#39;Q-.@n .._. .;-. _-�Q -.;.. 8.11- QUE

identified herself with &#39; 4 �Our Soviet and socialistr;

Friends". She traveled to East Berlin in August 1953
and continues to be identified with GP front groups.
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10. [3_]Sub,ject&#39;s SI card E] is [jg] t tabbed Detcom. _ M
E] SubJect&#39;s activities B do ot warrant Detcom

tabbing. L ____
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Copy»:

D�le:

Field om� Fm := 100-55530 §,,,,.,,, en, ,, 100-123011

Title: ESIANDA GOODE ROBESON v
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Synop�s: e l
of American Soviet Friendship as of April 1963 ject
included in staff of "New world Review", as a "roving
correspondent� as of August 1963./On 7/9/63, subject ,
reportedly was awarded the German Peace Medal by the HPeace Council of the German Democratic Republic. W
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The New York "bony News" issue of August 30, 1963,
page forty-four set forth comments of a newspaper reporter
concerning the flight of PAUL ROBESON and ESLANDA ROBESON-

g , In
Q-"~.

to East Germany in August 1963. The following is- .--~ -P
excerpted from the newspaper articlegr &#39; _

* "Despite subsequent reports from East Berlin,
London newspapermen found the circumstances of his _ _
departure from London to be suspicious. They pointed
out that his fiery 65-year-old wife Joined with Red
Poland&#39;s ambassador to England, Drwr���zinski, to smuggle
Robeson from a London hospital for nervous diseases to a

�rolisallyushin plane that sped him across the Iron Curtain
�to East Berlin.

�If, as some of us suspect, Paul Robeson never
again will emerge from behind the Iron Curtain, this isiffl
a description by veteran British newsman John Osman of "=
Robeson aboard the llyushin plane. �He sat like an -
effigy in his seat next to a plane window. In flight, I
introduced myself to Mr. Robeson, who smiled charmingly
and seemed about to talk to me. Angrily, his wife, who "
told me that she knew Judo and would happily use it to
keep people away from her "completely exhausted� husband,
demanded I leave Paul and return to my own seat. Paul "&#39;
looked on stolidly, sat silently as his wife gave orders."
Osman had wangled passage aboard the plane. He saw that �
the Robesons were met at East Berlin&#39;s Schoenfeld Airport
by uniformed officials and whisked away in a dark carJ&#39;~
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According to the August 1963 issue of "New World
Review", ESLANDA ROBESON is a "roving correspondent" for -
this publication. . .. = 0

-_ H; The "New World Review" is characterized &#39; =1
_ in the appendix; _.-¢ . _ . _g ~f 0e&#39; 0

{I AFFILl�TIQN_EITH THE §OMUN1ST PART¥_§OVEMENT

A - National Qodncil ofégmerican-soviet friendship

The National Council of American-Soviet 0
Friendship has been designated pursuant -»1_.-~
to Executive Order 10450.

A letter head of the National &#39; - i
American-Soviet Friendship  NOASF! . j
listed as among the Board of Ddrec ors o e NCASF_the. �E&#39; **subject, ESLANDA GOODE ROBE�-SON. 0 . &#39; L;

A rally of the NCASF was on November 26, 1962 &#39;<%j
at Carnegie Hall, New York City attended by approximatelyi �"
fifteen hundred persons. During the program an announcement- -

s&#39;,I . . _.._.-"= . - i  ~:--.11 --&#39; ; e._;. 1 _V ..-0&#39; " -&#39; | -- - _ 1... . ."&#39;--92- -- V.» » -- &#39; &#39; � " &#39;,"�: -__
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was read that PAUL and ESLANDA ROBESON had sent 0� -
greetings to the rally

The same information concerning __ 92- . .~--r&#39;- �V"&#39;1w .~.i
9 greetin 8 to the NGA rally was reported by 9- 9  -on    &#39; _  l_

- B - "New World Review" " - 6 .19 l -In .i

- &#39; The August 1963 issue of the "New world Review
identified the staff of this publication and set forth ..

-the following pertaining to subject: - - 9

&#39;ESLANDA ROBESON, our roving correspondent� 9

&#39; C � Miscellaneous ""�

L1
_ "The Worker� an east coast

saw _ issue 0f;N0vember 26, 1961, page 0ne,carried "� .;1
"� an article entitled, "Dr. W. E. B. DU BOIS Joins &#39;
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"The National Guardian�, issue of June 6, 1963, A_

page two carried an artic1e_dntO11nedi London, England *
concerning PAUL ROBESON and signed by ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON.

. The following is excerpted from the article: k . ~ .
-� w - &#39; I _&#39;- A

"Several people, among them some news reporters,
have been inquiring about articles alleged to have been _
written by my husband, Paul Robeson. The articles appeared
last January in an American newspaper. They are pure
fabrication. - " Y

"He has not, �changed his political views� in
any way, as has been alleged in the articles. on the
contrary, there has been no interruption,o£ his warm
friendship and close contact with our Soviet and socialist
friends. That this friendship is mutual eas sheen or �"*~~�""
recently on his 65th birthday, April 9, by the heart- 6
warming avalanche of cables, telegrams, letters, cards, ,�~
gifts and overseas telephone calls of congratulations and
good wishes from friends, organizations, trade unions, 9
artists, musicians, government leaders and civic leaders
in the Soviet Union, the People&#39;s Republic of China, the
German Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia, Cuba and
other socialist countries. 1 . ., N

The only people who sometimes wishfully think
that he will change his mind are some Americans who are
deeply sunk in their anti-communist hysteria.�

*�*f 6 &#39; "The National Guardian� is characterised q?Th6
in the appendix. . .

9 "Neues Deutschland�, newspaper published in
Bast Berlin, Germany reported on July 9, 1963 that "
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- The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published as of December 1,
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un~
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, washington, D.C.,.contains the following con-
cerning the "National Guardian":

"National Guardian

"lI92 �established by the American Labor
gParty in 19%? as a "progressive"
weekly * * *. Although it denies
having any affiliation with the
Communist Party, it has manifested
itself from the beginning as a virtual
official propaganda arm of Soviet Russia.�
 Committee_on Un-American Activities,
Report, Trial by Treason: The National
Committee to Secure Justice for the
aosarzaaaes and MORTON sown, August 25,
1955, p,~12.!" -
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security informants familiar generally with .
Communist Party activities in the metropolitan area
of New York City, advised in December 1963 that they_
had no additional information to furnish concerning
ESLANDA ROBESON.
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1- §fPENDIX

"new wostn nsvxsw" �

The Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published as of December 1,
1901, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following
concerning the "New world Review":

� New World Review

"1. �Soviet Russia Today commenced assthe
official organ of Friends of the oviet
Union. * * * It and its successor  New
World Review! have a continuous record
of over 22 years of uninterrupted publi~
cation and admittedly have operated in
respondent&#39;s  the National Council of
American-Soviet Friendship, Inc.!
interest and are used as educational

media by respondent.� Soviet Russia
Today was �succeeded in the early 1950&#39;s
by New world Review.� Jessica Smith, a
member of the Board of Directors of the
National Council of American-Soviet Friend-

ship, Inc., �was also shown to be long-time
member and functionary in the  Communist!
Party, as well as in the Party�controlled
Friends of the Soviet Union. She has been

continuously the editor of Soviet Russia
Today and its successor New world Review
for years.�
 Subversive Activities Control Board,
Docket No. 104-53, Report and Order with
respect to the National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship, Inc., February 7, 1956,
pp. 20 and 22.!

"2. The Communist Party �is regularly putting
out� the New World Review, which is a

�monthly propaganda organ on the Soviet
Union, Red China, and the Communist
satellites, published in New York.�
 Committee on Un�American Activities,
Annual Report for 1958, House Report 187, - &#39;



eJ
>1 .1
92.<__ w

&#39;-_..-&#39;-,92

. -4
3 . J

7-. � ,_
-�.1
= � I&#39;ll
92_.. - fl - .:
_.:,_;_ __.,...
=~:v.�.&#39;».�--1&#39;

:-"J!
-V-= _-.l92 : .,<&#39;.- &#39; .

. --1- ., »-¢
-92 _ _�f
:1--&#39;-;&#39;,92-.&#39;¢

é��92; >.- .&#39;- -.�~

.5� lei:--=5
tr  -

�,. 35.1!
-== 2:5!
.--§- l

5» -".�" S

mew: &#39;-5

I*"&#39;f1�

.,_,.-;-n
._i. �.1

 1*.�-L�.

$35�i�.-&#39;
I -. .

&#39;f""�1<1.. .__ -
�.1. 1,...
Ii..�@~. I
: .2-:-T ; ;
&#39;4  -1-.
1.,»-_¢,&#39;:.-1
mi. &#39;-&#39;* &#39;1.
.-:_;._.,y §_. 5..-�--. -,.:-.-,,¢�_ .~.92 I� &#39;.
.-&#39;_5&#39; �Z &#39;--

&#39; 1

2:1
 �&#39;
-_ ,_._ . i�

.� 7

"Mair uy
!. E._i-~. ___ .-.0-V -&#39;

�ed

&#39;-1&#39;f&#39;@_~ _- �

iee�

g - ri&#39; *.=
.»;.__5-.§&#39;;�92-i

4&#39; -w ~ .

NY 100-5660 §iLQL_,,Q ¢_e
� It jg�

E; ££§E§2£E

fnsw WORLD Rzylaw"  conwigl

"3. Cited as an organization specializing in
pro�Sov1et propaganda. It was formerly
known as Soviet Russia Today.
 Internal Security Subcommittee of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for
Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1955, P-
9O.!u

r&#39;-I-Inf?� w----�----.-


