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T Reply, Please Refer P tobor 19, 1300

Fie o, Dafile 200-0350% e i), 13
Re:

A confide

soures, whieh has furnished
relicble Inlormsatlor

Lo hast, reeently ad

oo de T
VB Rlant

, 7 Foocunily sssorted
: fur wWan In Bupropt, Agcomling o

"Rodeson told hin ho i golng to fly to Auntralie
for a sluxo month gongert four,

sald he remoarked €o Robozon that
arv bodins mace for & new "Delly Vorker®.

Kobison told hinm tuat he 48 o glvwe a concerd in Lonawn TSl

and thaot the procceds of the eoncert will go to tus now
“Dolily berior’s. Avsording € noboaon shated - \9 C ;
he would guarentes from $0,000 to §10,000, .

The Lommmiat Party, whilch has been
Sesipnated by the Attorney Gencral of the
tnited Stotes purs.iant to Exccutiwve Ordor
1uh50, bad a8 dolly nowsieapor ealled thc
"Inlly korker", whidch ceamed publication
with the {ssue of January 13, 1950,

| B otated that Paul Roboson ettended
the 11th Aanndvorsary Celebration of the Gernan Douwoeratle 2 4
Republlic an Qotobor 3, 1900,

,, E agvisod in \D ¢/
that Paul Robogon was Imown to )D p
to 1645, as a concealed Corwmist.

Thias docunent contains nolthor recomwendations
nor conclusions of tha ¥BI, It is the properiy
of the FBI and s loaned to your agency; 1t and
1ts contonts are net to bo distributed cutaldo

your Aoy ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
ALED HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED <
DATE £-24 - 81 BY s£5€1 f1ul
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My dear

g , @

We recently learned that Paul Lero Robeson,  the
much~-publicized Negro concert singeyr;plans t6 Tmvel to
Australia in the near future to conduct a concert tour., The
expected duration of his tour is three months.

Robeson was born on April &, 1898, at Princeton,
New Jersey, and has been self-employed as & concert singer and
.actor since approximately 1923, He maintains a residence at
16 Jumel Terrace, New York, New York; however, since July,
1958, he has maintained a residence and headquarters for his
activities 1in London, England, He possesses a valid
United States Passport Number 1145187,

According to sources who have furnished reliable
information in the past, Robeson was & concealed member of
.the Communist Party, USA, from the 1930z to 1945; reportedly
stated in 1952 that he was a communist; made numerous public i
appearances 1in the United States from 1950 to 1957 which )
vwere either sponsored, gulded, or Anfluenced by the Communist\giv
Party, USA; has freguently been in contact with Soviet and
satellite officials in the United States, Russia, England and
many other countries; and was publicly reported to have met
with Nikita Khrushchev on occasions in Russia in 1958 and

REG- 2% 95159
o & - > :
Robeson has also been report/;do by !éae%ag licaurcea
who have furnished reliable information in the past and by

various publications to have been active throughout the years
as an officer, sponsor or member of numerous organizations
which have been ﬂesignate%“pursuant to Executive Order 10450,
S - 32 W
- - 18¥n Unit/XRoute through for re A
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Some of thease orgaﬁizations are the Council on African Affairs
American Peace Crusadej American Youth for Democracy; China
Welfare Appeal, Incorporated; Civil Rights Congress; National

Noeorn Congreaary arnd Motdana? OoarammddEdban 2m Wi Ammsmgpdes Paoaws
SR DS W WWlipph Wik g WRIAW IV WaAWIIG A AR B Ve W Wddl URISTO vy 4 We

Smith Act Vietims, In addition, Robeson has been reported to
have been active as an officer, sponsor or member of numerous
other Communist Party front organizations, including such
organizations as the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee,

Second World Peace Congress, and National Council of American=
Soviet Friendship,

In sddition, Robeson, who 1s often quoted in publications
throughout the world, has frequently made public statements

wherein he has been gonsistent in his praise of the Soviet Union
and gommunist and related parties throughout the world.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Pirector

NME fs 1M 'grn-'r_rn .

BFLY At Bl i VO G

Robeson 18 key figure of the New York Office, Informa=-

v
53

= f?“*tion ardl sed trgvel to Australia developed through ~
' ¥ 8 who, when recently in contact
. % B mlobeson in Europe, was informed of such plans by Robeson. (

=3It 48 noted that State Department, in recent intra-Department

communications, carbon coples furnished Bureau, indicates that
State Department office in Australia 1s being alerted to
gessiblg travel by Robeson to Austra%ia.i ?ettegiclassiggzged
“oonfidential® inasmuch as considerable informatlon ¢o

herein was furnished by current active informants, the disclosure
of which to unauthorized persons could impalr security of

informants resulting in injury to the national defense,
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Robeson, the intermationally known sad
{requently guoled Negro concert minger, ia sgaln paradisg
foreign abil as a propagandist for the internationsl
communist conspiracy. Now 62, the misguided artiet,
whose sarly schievemenis as & sioger, scholar, snd
athlste, Including all-American fotball honors, were
snequalled, has achisved even grester stature as s
"dupe™ of the Soviel Unlon and intermaiional communisw.

1o pursull of his concert sctivities, be has
traveled abroad axtenaively aince the 1930's. Becuuse of
sctivities detrimental to United States’ interosts sbroad,
hiz passport privileges were revoked i 1050 and withheld
unetil 1868 when, s a resull of the Suprems Cont decision
regavding tssuance of passports, they were restored,

Agaln given leave fo travel, Robeson journeyed to England

in 1908, where he has slnce waintained a headquarters for
his activilles. I is significant that be bas not since returned
to the United States aven to visit ks son Paul Robeson, Jr.
However, be has spent considerable time in the Soviet Uniow,
where be bas associated with high Eussian officials, including
the desk-pounding sumber one communist, Nikits Ehrushchey.

In view of kis reputation a8 a Soviet apologist
and communist propagandist, Robesan's frequent appearances
at, or support of, communist sponsored af{airs throughout the
world, together with his tatspoken comments at such affairs,
have received widespread coverags in the international press.
His stterances bave been consisten in thelir pralse of the
Boviet Unfon, and its sstellite couniries, with particular
smphasis on his mistaken but confirmed beltef that these
couniries deslre peace. Most distasteful to the informed
world are Kobeson's accompanylng etatements, always eritieal
of his country of birth and its policlies, foreign and domestic.
Certainly such expressions by an American traveling abroad
under Unlied States endorsement and protection cannot have
BCR:sed
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The Passport Office, US Department of State,
advised on 7/22/60, that PAUL LEROY ROBESON on 5/17/60,
applied for a renewal of his pagsport number 1145187,
which was Yssued on Q/Eﬁfﬁ&.(}xs

On 7/14/60, the Passport Office authorized
the American Embassy in London, England, to renew
ROBESON'S pass;art.(L&S

" e v

 reported on £/25/60, that BEN DAVIS &/ of]
on that date contacted the Con Edison Company, New York
City, concerning the bill of ESLANDA ROEBESON, 1& Jumel
Terrace, New York City. DAVIS informed a representative
of the Con Edisbn Company that a check was on the way
for payment of the above bill, ‘of around $81.00, BREN
DAVIS stated that he wanted to make certain that the
electricity at the above address was not discontinued.
The representative of the Con Edison Company assured
BEN DAVIS that service would be continued if the check
for the bill arrived soon. (“)
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NY 100-565680

It is to be noted that PAUL and ESLANDA
ROBESON resided at 16 Jumel Terrace, New York City,
prior to their departure for Europe and they still
consider 1t as their legal residence. (25)

"The Worker", an east coast Communist weekly
neéwspaper, in its editorial of 5/1/60, page 12, identified
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., as National Secretary of the

CP, USA.(«)

INFORMANTS:
Identity of : : : " Pile Number Where
Source Yocated
TY -
100-56680-669 v’
100-25857-4220 "
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INFORMANTS (cont'd.)
Identity of File Number Where
Source Locateqd
NY T-6
Not utilized
NY T-
- 100-56500-655 e}
Confi

characterizatio
forth as follow

dentlal sources utilized in th?ﬁ,,ff’

n of the ug Festival Committee are set

s in the order of their use:

€ (a)
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2.

current.

%ij {H}NF}D

SubJect's name 18 included in the Security Index,
The data appearling on the Security Index card are

3.} Changes on the Security Index card are necessary
“and Form FD-122 has been submitited to the Bureau.

4.rx1 A suitable photograph

[x14is [31s not svallable,

5.[x | Careful consideration has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were ptilized only in those
{instances where the identitlezs of the sources must

be concealed.

6. 7] Subject 45 employed in a key facllity and
is charged with security responsibility. Intereated

agencles are

7.[X7 This report 18 ¢l

state reason

SubJect previcusly interviewed (dates)

‘W 7@EHTI§L because

x_| Subject was not reinterviewed because {8fate reason)
her residence 1z England.

g3 Thls case no longer meets the Security Index criteria

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom~
mending cancellatlon of the Security Index card,
10.[X ] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
Security Index criteris and 1t continues to fall
within such criteris because {state reason) ghe
malontaing her assocliation with Communist front
organizations and pro-Communist articles written
under her name have appeared in "The Worker".

11

L 4

[ X} Subject's 81 ecard

T tabbing.

R

(] 1s

TX| SubJect's activities | ] do ]

- EE
COVER PAGE

-1 18 not tabbed Deteoom,

X 180 not warrant Detconm
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CONFRURTIAL

Copy to; . .

Report of m | Ofiic: New York, New York B C
Date: ovember 16, 1950 - ' : ' _

Field Office Fils No.: New York 100-56680 Bureau File No.: 100-12304

Tle: ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON

ALY INFORMATION COSTAINED
HEPEIN IS UNCLASSIFLIED
EYCEPT RHERE SHOWN |,

OTHERVISE,, _js~"
Character: SECURITY MATTER - C
Smopsi ©  ESLANDA and PAUL ROBESON continue to reside in
the Un%ted Kingdom. Article appearing in "The :
Worker" of 3/20/60, captioned MESLA

Appeals for WINSTON".

LANDA ROEBESO!
, neernational Women's Da
meeting of 3/20/60,  gubject-reported in Zgbm_.a:u h

1950, to have beenj‘%siiﬁ%ﬂﬁ;aqazkgggaaua in—-Mescaw I:>

and planned to remain in boscow 3 or 4 more weelrs

sent greetings to

CLASS. & EXT. BY
REASON-FCI¥ 1, 1-2.4.2

DATE OF REVIEW g o,
!r//é/?o

CONFRNTIAL

This document sontaing neither re detions bor eomeluss of the FBL It is the property of the FBY and is losned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed ontside your agency,



CONMDENTIAL
NY 100-56680

DETATLS:
I. BACKGROUND

A. Residence and
Emplovment

On July 22, 1960, the files of the Passport
Office, United States Department of State, reflected
that PAUL ROBESON when applying for a renewal of his
passport gave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace,
New York City, and current address as 45 Connaught
Square, London, England.

(e

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE CO}T{UNIST
PARTY (CP) MOVEMENT L’_‘:

A. Evidence of CP
Sympathies
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The International Youth PFestival é&“
referred to in the article is
docunented in the Appendix of
this report. ‘ ' o

"The Worker"™, dated March 20, 1960, on page’
elght, column three, contained an article captioned
VESLANDA ROBESON Appeals for WINSTON" by ESLANDA ROBESON.
The artiecle is as follows:

"LONDON — The meanness and inhumanity
revealed by prison authorities in the neglect
and persecution of Henry Winston during

the early and observable stages of his vepy
seplous illness, is snother manifestation

of the dreadful result of the anti-communist
hysteria and obsession in the United States.

"There 1 nothing constructive
in antl-communism. It merely breeds hatred,
It does not even attain its objective of
destroying communism. Everyone knows that
there are 1,000 million people living and
worklng, growing and developing, bullding
Socialism under the leadership of Communist
Partles in other parts of the world. These
1,000 million people are very very strong,
and becoming stronger every day.

*
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"Everybody knows now what the
U. 8. is against. It is much more important
for everyone to know what the United States
is for. The United States, and other !Free
Nations' of the West declare every hour on

the hour, all over the face of the earth,
that *i-'hay are Tor Demaepacy

Wik W WEdw AR W A L

"Ny Negro people will know that
the U. 8. is really for Democracy when, and
not until when, we became first class citizens
and along with all other American citizens,
we can enjoy our Civil Rights.

"The African and Asian peoples
know all about Democracy. They remember _
that the Democracy of Britain was not for
them; that the 'Fraternite Egalite,' etc. of
France was not for them; it was only after
they fought and dled and their leaders were
imprisoned and they finally achieved their

R independence, that the 'Free Natlons' began
all this screaming about Democracy.

"The frantic anti-communism, the
feverish hounding and persecution of 20 or
50 or 100 Communists in the United States ——
when one considers the 1,000 million of them
in the rest of the world - 1s pathetic and
tragic and futile. :

"Whatever Henry Winston's political
convictions are, I believe them to be honest
convictions, else he would not have had the
courage to endure such contemptibie and brutal
persecution for them. So I wish him speedy
and permanent recovery, and say to him, across
the miles: Be well, Man."
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~

HENRY WINSTON,SI I{Iiational Organization
Secretary of the CP, USA, was sentenced
on October 21, 1949, under the Smith
Act of 1940, to confinement for five
years and fined $10,000.00 on July 2,
1951, WINSTON became a fugitive and

on March 5, 1956, surrendered to Federal
authorities, Southern District of New
York, On March 26, 1956, WINSTON was
sentenced to three years for contempt
of court, to be served subsequent to
the sentence imposed in the Smith Act,
1540 conviction. . -

_53..
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"The Worker" is an east coast Communist
weexly newspaper.,

Madvised on— that greetings
from ESLA ROBESON from Moscow were read to the
International Women's Day meeting held o

in New York, New York.

Concerning the International Women's
Day, a column in "The Worker" of
March 8, 1959, on page 9, entitled
"How It-Began” by ELIZABETH GURLEY
FLYNN“gtated in part that March, 1960,
will mark the 50th anniversary of
International Women's Day.

The article went on to explain that LD ‘j:)
the day was so designated by a vote of
delegates at the International Socialist
Congress held in Copenhagen in 1910,

1t was stated further that the day is
not celebrated in the United States

to the extent that it is in othep
countries, especially the Socialist
countries,

On advised that
ELIZASETH GURLEY FLYNN was elected
National Field Organizer of the CP, USaA
at a CP National Committee meeting held
on June 28, 1953,
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During January and February, 1952,

JOHN LAUTNER, who was a CP member for
over 20 years and was former Chalrman
of the New York State Review Commission
of the CP, testified before the
Subversive Activities Control EBoard
for the purpose of determining whether
the CP, USA is a "Communist Action
Organization" within the Internal
Securlity Act of 1950, LAUTNER
testified that he knew HALOIS MOOREHEAD,
also known as HALOIS ROBINSON, to be

a member of the CP as late as the
spring of 1949,

I1I. MISCELLANEQUS

S
D

$,.‘ “ it-

i

It is to be noted that PAUL ROBESON resided at
16 Jumel Terrace, New York City, prior to his departure
for Europe and still considers it as his legal residence,

"The Worker", in its editorial of
May 1, 1960, page 12, identified
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., as National
Secretary of the CP, USA.

" :'ﬂ;ﬁ!ﬁ."?‘i'i:‘ "

N S

satipid bd ] ok had besniii ... |

conFMTIAL




NY 100-56680

L "The
1960, page 5,
PAUL and ESIL.AN
arrival in Mos

L

Worker" in its edition of February 7,
column 1, contained a photograph of
DA ROBESON on the occasion of their
cow,; Russia. :
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APPENDIX

UNITED STATES FISTIVAL COMMITTEE
(Seventh World Youth Festivel) & 3

701 a source made avallable a
background statensent on the Seventh World Youth
Festival distributed by the Unlied Scetes Festival
Committee then in process of organization in
New ¥York City. This statement sets forth that the
Festival idea 1s swportsd by the World Fedepravion
of Demooratic Youth, {ecited as a Commmdist organization
in the House Comalttes on Unefmerican Activities,
guide to Subversive Organizatlons and Publieations,
January 2, 1857, page 94,) with headguarters in x
Budapgst, Hungary, and the International Didon of Students,
{cited as a Communist organization in the Houuse
Commlivies on Un-Amlerican Activities guide, abuve, v
on page 48.), with headquarters in Srazgve, Creshoclovalrda. &;2&:)

It wasz deelded Yo hold the Tth World Youth Fostivel
in Vieznna, Austria, during the summer of 195G,

on
itg i LRe Jdeglre to prorete wnderstanding

and Irlendly cooperatich between the youth of natlions
of the world.

& second soures on
information concerning
CP, USA,held in New ¥York Tily, o
The Youth Festival to be held in Vlenna was discussed
and those attending were urged to get delegates to sttend
this festival and to help raise meoney to defray delegate
eXpenses,

The CP, USA, has been designated by the Attorney
gensral of the Unlibed States pursuvant to Executive Order 10450,

A third source mn” advised that the United
States Festival Committee iailnvains Post Office Box 68, at
Peter Stuyvesant Statlon, MNew York 9, New York.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New York, New quk S
November 16, 1960

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. New York 100-56680

Title Esglanda Cordozo Bobeson

Character Security Matter - C

Reference ort of Special ‘nﬂxg_;em:*b
dated and captioned as (:/
o ove New York. - A A

A1l sources (excepf any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished relisble information in the past.

* ."t."\.""}»‘ ;

Wi
10 St =

o
el

en

it I8 the proper
ibuted vutside

Thie document contains neithe
of the FBI and is locned io Yo
¥OUF ogency.

P recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.
ur agencyy it and iis contents are not to be dimir
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‘ THE FOREIGN SERVICE “}
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

November 16, 1960 7
Director, FBI {100-12304) -~
Legat, Pa:é {100-715) .

PAUL LEROY ROBESON
INTLRWAL SECURITY -~ C

L ,

Re Paris letter 10/10/60. =

No further Information has been received-
regarding the activities of the captlioned

& |
< _ | .
gy, & {04230 ?*_é/ 7
. M- . L
o e TP e nov 211880
7.";:&,15 Cou. .
‘--__‘,‘D-"}'-_‘:JTA'..




OFNGNAL PORS NO. 18

D o . x 2
" Mem omndum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1230k) paTE: 1172260
"\ CONEJENTIAD
FRoM : LEGAT, BONK (105~720) F N o |
TION CONTAL -
PAVL LeRoy R %ﬁ?\?ﬂcmss“% ' / e
i3 sugject:  PAUL LEROY ROBESON cmlmssmgm - L ] ]
- m SOR- rcm 11. 1 -2.4. 2
Remylet 10/13/60. (u) m‘rE OF wm%
£

fy i*
"

g g

-

c

The 10/14/60 edition of the Esst German English language agan

- bl da
pamphlet “Germen Democratic Report” alsoc carried an article on BOBESg;? :
visit to Eest Berlin, referring to the honors afforded him ard noted that he
ended his visit there on 10/7/60 when he entertained the crowds gathered in

Wanet Hamldolas e Tema?

~ast Leriin's Marx-Engels Square celebrat the 1lth annivers of
Democratic Republic, (u) ing ary the German

: 3 ot

n'_l iﬂde F

ge¥ilical jo
]

Classilid
Exempt {roy
Tiats of Do

[
“é -

RUC ( O /é RS (s o

S = Buresu j’ e 11 NOV 28
(3-7¢: X 38595) I 1360

1l - Bonn < -

(6} VLG ) 1930
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' : 11/22/60
Be: Bopn 105-720 CONFI TIAQ' / /

Yo
¢ iha Byw N ~
- -

f/__,’

o The "Bulletin des Weltfriedepsrates” (Bulletin of the World S
Peace Council), Nr, 12 (Volume VII), dated October 1960, which is issued in

conjunction with the communist orgen "Stimmen Zur Zeit" (Voices of the Times),

published monthly in Austrie, carried an article regerding PAUL ROBESON,

According to this article, ROBESON, a member of the World Peace Commlttee,

was in Budapest, Hungary from September 10 to September 15, 1560 at the invita-

tion of the Hungarimn Peace Committee, It was also stated that he took part

in pumerous gatherings of peace adherents in Budapest, as well as other

Bungarien citles, ("4

Voo

\

This case is ?eing closed at this time but this office will remsin
glert for any informstion which may become availeble regarding the activities
of the subject. 7/ &
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion,

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release {0 you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
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* FBI

) - Date:

PLAIN TEXT
{Type ia plain test or code}

11/25/60

AIRTEL

e e i —— " (T — —— | o— " 2 — o ] TP oy — i i,y

i

{Pricrity or Method of Mailing) 3

ATTINTORVATION CONTALNED 1_ ________ -
KEREIN IS WCMSSI?{W

EXCEPT WHERE SHOUWN .

DIHERWISE ) Qﬁ [{

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304)
SAC, NEW YORK. (100~25857)

2y-9!
SUBJECT: FPAUL LEROY ROBESON -
I1s-C CLASS. & EXT. BY gf-4/1 )
. "m‘aﬂ (00: NY) REASON-FCIM 1T, I-Z.4.
l i DATE OF BEVIEW__ /- 54 -9
Enclosed herewith are coples of & letterhead - C e i

memorandum reflecting a contemplated trip to Cuba by PAUL
ROBESON, Sr.

The sources utilized in the attached letterhead
memorandum are:

Confidential Source A ~
Confidential Source B -

Confidential Source C
» Confidential Source D

The attached memorandum has been classified .
confidential because it contains information from informansd
the disclosure of which would be detrimental to the defense
interests of the United States and seriously hamper th i

investigation of the CPUSA, 7

_ , a -,

/ %

(ngureau (100-12304) (Encl. 8 .
1-New York (100-95550 414;
1-New York (100-23825 S) (415
1-New York {(100-56680) (ESLANDA ROBESON) (412)
1-New York {100~ 25857 PAUL ROBESON, Sr. ) (&l?)

c,_% ;ﬁ ) w3

/00 ,./‘;304 él1 /

E}’}-l‘.‘lal k*‘ /_
TR s vy 06 s :
Sent N"A “‘ﬁ’gc%e,
e _ & __,4;1




UN., ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF % /STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I’N&ESTKGATIOIN_

In Reply, Ploase Refor to New York, New York
Fil: Mo By 100-1830k November 2%, 1960 APPROPRIATE AGRNSIES
A¥D TIELD (FYIGES *
ADTISED T Y“» |
$LIP(S) AT L
pars_ L7
] p X 30N
ALL INFERMATION CORTRIRELS >

HERE N INIS UNCLASSiFIEDf

13
Paul Robeson, Sy, and his wife Evlanda, were then in Australia
where Reobeson ls vompleting a successful concert tour. Robeson
13 scheduled to be back in London, England, on December 6, 1950,
following which he ls to appear in Cuba.

Bobesoﬁ!a ébn, \3
Paul, Jr., nas received an invitation from "the guy" in New
York to visit Cuba at the time his parents are in that country.

The source related that Paul Hobeson, Jr. stated that “the guy®
in New York sald it would be like a "national holiday® when {

Paul Robeson, Sr. appears 1n Cuba.

_ related that Benjamin
J. Davls E0) obeson, 1., would be the personal
guegt ef Fidel Qastrc in Cuba., Davis further stated that he
would "give anything" to go to fCuba and may try or at least
put up a fight on it,

reporited on November s 1900, Benjamin
J. Davis stated Paul Robeson, Sr. is the "greatest man in the
world.® Davis stated that Robeson's going to Cuba will be one

of the greatest things that ever happened to Cuba, ¢ will give
Cuba world recognition, According to )
Davis stated that this l1ls a2 great thi VEETO people an

for the Communist Party. DPavis indlicated he hoped the Party
would give Paul Robeson, 8Sr.t's visit to Cudba all-out support.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusiens of the Federal Buresu of Investigation.
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigatio
and is loaned to your ggency; it and its t:csntentq are no

to, be d stributed outside your agency.

1
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Re: Paul Leroy Robeson

e

. N _ _ , B related Davis stated
he was seriocusly conslderi ng Boing o Luba during the time
Paul Robeson, Sr., is there “one way or another.“

AR Airican rffairs dissolved and, at the time
Qf ﬁissolutien, Faul Rabesan, Sr. was Chairman ol the
organization. - l

The Councll on African Affalrs has been designated

>by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Execubtive Qrder 10450,

! _ , I rcoortec that Paul Robeson, Jr.,
was elected a member of the National Committee of the
Communlst Party, United States of America (CP, USA} at #ﬂﬁj

1ts 1T7th Natlonal Convention held December 10-13, 1950,

The CP, USA has been deslgnated by the Attorney
Geﬁeral of the United States pursuant to Executive QOrder
10450,

“The Worker" December 20, 1959, rsported that
Benjandin J. Davig, at a meeting of the National Committee,
CP, USA, on December 14, 1956, was elected National -
Secreta“y and a member Of the five-man Secretariat to
conduet the current work of the Party.

Davis was convicted in the United States Plsitrled
Court, Southern Pistrict of New York, on October 14, 1949,
for violation of the Smith Act,

"The Worker" is an Fast Coast Communist weekly
publication.
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i The subject, PAUL LEROY ROBESON, is a key figure
of the NYO, )
(v
Subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON, NY file
100-56680, Bufile 100-12304, 1s carried on the SI of the
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NY 10025857

« On 10/13/60, the Security Office of the US

Mission in Berlin furnished copies of variocus artieles from

East Berlin and Bast German newspapers on the dates

10/6 through 10/9/60, which reported the presence of

the sublect as an honored guest at vardous Tunctions

in East Berlin and listed the varicus honorsg afforded

him gs were described in & Jletter of lﬁfi3{60,rromLegat,Bamn.(gD

o e—
40 Tept
b ot the
Ara
foc wher
Yﬁ\é{ﬁ&*}m
e bovn d
rice TE1
Wose', N
Somer W
G REie
D
S £% £ l
Information concerning artieles from L'Humanlte '
were furnished by Legat, Paris to Bureau by letters dated
10710760, 9/23/60 and 8/1/60, ( v
| [4)
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NY 100-25857

INFORMANTS :
Identity of Source File # Where Located é ‘

(
o 7)
- L

At New York. New York

1. Will remain alert for information concerning
the return of ROBESON to the US,

2, Will continue to follow and report his
activities while abroad and in the US upon his return. (u)

COVER PAGE
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" NY 100-25B57 4 '
1.[x] Subject's name 18 included in the Securlty Index. SA

—_—

2. | The data appearing onyj > Security Index card are
current, 2=
3.[::] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary

and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
4 .77 A sultable photograph ["x] is [ 7 is not avallable.
5. X] Careful conslideration has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those
instances where the identitles of the sources must
be concealed. : _ - -
6,[:] Subject 1is employed in a key faclility and .
is charged with security responsibllity. Interested éf”]

agenclies are - .
7.[]§]%hia report 1s classified CONFIDENTIAL because
state

(=

8. Subject previously interviewed (dates)
[ X} SubJect was not reinterviewed because (8tate reason)
he is not residing in the US.

g.,[] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
mending cancellatlion of the Security Index card. -

10.[*] This case has been re-evaluated 1ln the light of the -
= Securlity Index eriteria and it continues to fall
Tt within such ecriteria because (state reason)

— ROBESON was National Chairman of the Councll on African
Lie g Affairs until its dissolution in June, 1955, He has had
- close contacts with national leaders of the CP, USA,

He has publiecly praised the Soviet Union while abroad,
He was elected Vice-Preslident of the British-Soviet
Friendshlp Socliety in May, 1959, and has been aetive = -
in functions sympathetic to Communism abroad during 1960,

11.[k ] Subject’s SI card [x] 1s [__] 1s not tabbed Detcom.
[X ] Subject's activities [x]do [ ] do not warrant Detcom
tabbing.

- COVER PAGE
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Report of: P Ofice:  New York C
Date: : 7 1961 o e ' o
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Title: ‘ | ’

PAUL LEROY ROBESON

ALL YRTORMATION GOKTAINED
HFRZIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT GHEEE SHOWN v

Character: - . ey . e
INTERNAL SECURITY - C DFHIRHISEs o

Synopsis: _

ALL INICRISTION CONTAINED -p¥*-
HEFEIL 12 \T0LASSIFIED 7
EXCSPT WESRE SHOWN ..o

OIHERWISE ‘
CONF NTIAL
1-24-9/
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TATE OF REVIEW il 37
Fhis document containt neither t Anth nor Tusi of the FBI. It s the property of the FBI snd Is losned to your agency; it mad

Ha contents ure oot to be distribuied outside your sgency.
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NY 100-25857
DETAILS
I, BACKGROUND

&, Residence and Bmployment

Ayl l
On July 22, 1960, the files of the Passport

Office, United States Department of State, reflected &3 \
that PAUL ROBESON When applying for a renewal of his

passport gave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace,

New York City, and current address as 45 Connaught

Square, London, England,

Ce)

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY
{(CP} MOVEMENT

A, Evidence of CP Sympathies

On September 22, 1960, the United States Depart-
ment of State furnished information concerning a press
conference by subject in Budapest in which subject is
quoted as stating, in part, “"However, I do not think I
shall deprive myself for a longer period from the
possibility of paying a visit to 600 million Chinese
who are bullding Soclialism and are true friends of my
people., I shall be among them much sooner than my

passport will permit",




(<)

~ According to information received from the
Depariment of Stete, Washington, D. C., in Novenber,
1350, PAUL ROS&S50N gave a series o threc cenceris in
Auckland, New Zealand, en Octeber 18, 29 and 31, 1960,
sefore sell-out cudicnces.

The Depcriment o Sicile ndvised that at a
press con‘erence held en Ucteier 17, 1960, RO3ISON
called the Fesvern democradics "pro-iascist’.and . -
criticized the United Siotes jor supporiing Franco
and Chiany Kai-shek. After referring to Little Ieck,
he scid that he would hove "asked thousands of Ne?roes
Jfron all ever ithe United Siates to go there armed”
end he was sure nothing would have hoppened. Fhen
gusstioned as to his philosophy, he replied that he was
o Miorzxist -~ a rigid Larzistl.

FAUL ROBESON's remarlks mcde at the alove-
mentioned press con’erence were reporied on the third
page o/ the Qectoler 18, 1250, issue oy the "New
Zealcnd Herald.




At

NY 1G2-£30E87

The Deperiment o State ulse advised thet
while o0 this our the comnunist weekly papsr, "People’s
Foice®, gowe prominent coverage to PAUL R0cESON wn it8
Jetover 19.and 858, 1284, and Hevenlier £y 1“‘*{ issues,
playzng up his role as a "peace ‘1ghtar“ end 'c}aqptan
o‘{ human righis's :

_ The Novenber 3, IQGG ecition ¢f the ?Peaple 5
Voice! sarried PAUL BQOBu3oN's remorks befors the waierside.
wersers in ¥ellington an Qetober 28, 1960. 4t this
gazhering, he referred to the foct thct kis father hoo
heen 0 Siavs ond thet the Negroes in the United Stases
hod net yet aﬁtained werld eguality buv were working
Sawnrd it. e alleged that the Telsh miners had first
nade kin apare that the strugole of the Negroe pcap!e wes
o cluss atruggle tesed on zoonemic Ffects, thoet the
bosses wanted their lader for nothing - they (the Kelsh

3
e
,zneﬂsi taught Rim thetd their s*wugci& was olse a class &ﬁJ,l*f

L3

uruggie and that there could Le ne §eperation betwesn
he fwe, Therefere, he became gon ccviye poriicipani
in the siruggle. 4t this meeiting, ROERJUN wasg sffered ¢
ani uacepﬁgﬂ lifetine meﬁyershyp in theguellingson )
¥otergiders.linian, .

In.ﬁacember, 1260, uhe Depariment af Jiote,
F&shﬁny;nn, 2y Cwy ©dbiesd dthel whils on @ recend
visit <o Aﬂelaade Australia, RﬁUL ROBESON gave two
we l§=citended p&blzu eoncerts, g free performanee for
thed .aterside noriers federey quﬁ und several radie, .

NP e, e N s e (g S aa gl T sntc . ) P . %
re 1§Vis LOR an&’p“ess 3 eruseus e azaa atiended a
ceepiion given by the Foyureka gth & and the -

Y
2
»

evre LigRedovist Frisguship wocictl both connunist A
ﬂﬁfiiiaé } i Kena¥ el & visiving Sevzet youth deloga- *
tien. Joh his perﬁarwances arnd his iInterviews were

heavily locded with propagende designed to se¢ll hinmself
88 o nmegsenger of peace, Lrotherhood, and the rights o)
ma N ‘
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The Leperinent of State advised that the jollowing
quoies "rom reviewers show how RULESON's nessage was received
in Ausireliay :

Mihat @ Fine men Paul Robeson looked end sounded
in Sunday’s Spotlzgh*', on Channel 2.

fHe i3 o Crusacder wutﬁ 8o much to saoy it all cones
gushing.oui o him, in words and in song...

”'Jei ny people Jree! is ‘the theme of L=, Robeson's
nessage on behalf of the nRegro race, cnd he speaks 1t,
sings it, and lives 1it,

News, Ncvember 16, 1960

Mesoin the minds ef everpene present, including
Roteson, was the though o/ the unzgue representativeness
of the singerJ whe not only 'drifted into drome and singing
with ¢ passivi;g which takes the breath cway,' cs the

progremne note puts it, Lut has drived (neot guz*e 80
c ouullyj into the pﬁsaz‘,ian of 1 "‘.nd of one-men and - -
{or league) of mations."”

4dvertiser, Novemcer 25, 1960

V"The second concert by Paul Robeson en Saiurday
nizght confirned the first zwpressxow of simple sincerity,
hoth in his ard end in his mission ef bretherhooad.”

Acvertiser, Novenler £8, 1860

"rariesy", a weekly theatrical newspaper, conteined
an article in its November 30, 1960, edition as [jollows:

"PAUL EOBESON 'Top' FITH AUSSIZ PUBLIC IN EIS
137 DOV UNDER P.A. TOUR

Mielbeurne, Nov, 29.

MPAUL ROPESON, previocusly enly known here
through recordzngu and films, i8 tops and
his veice is 'as good as ever! according te
Aussze op:nton.

"ROBESON; *ourtng Down Under and New Zealand,
has already given one conceri in Brisbane and
Jour in Sydney. He is giving three here, thcn
does two in Adelaide and twe in Perth., Hels ~
plaeying to capeccity or near-capecity heuses.
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YAt his Melbourne debut last

week he got the cheer treatment
--even before beginning his recital.
These demonstrations are usually
regerved here for teenage warblers,

A lszrge percentage of the capacity
audience in the huge Melbourne Town
Hall was made up of clder asge groups,

"ROBESON, with great ease, goes through
Beethoven, Schubert, Negro splrituals,
guotes poetry and gives an excerpt f{rom
10thellot, Intersperzed are references
to 'peace', injustices', *brothers under
the skin' ete,, which galn much applause~-
f0§ iz is applause for & great and superbd
artiat, v

"At one point in last week's performance
ROBESON sald he had been made ‘an honorary
member of the *Wharfies! Association.'! This
was in reference to a current strike here
of wharf workers end public!s sympathy
iz definitely not with them, Yet this
statement too, s2id half Joeularly, half
seriously, recelved wlid applause,

"ROBESON says he hopes to be back Down Under
next year and asppear with an Aussle cast
in & production of *Otheilo,'”




A,

NY 100-25857

Ce) L __

m adviged on November 23, 1960, that
PAUL RO » ., and his wife ESLANDA, were then in
Australia where ROBESON is completing a successful
concert tour. ROBESON is scheduled to be back in
London, England, on December 6, 1960, followlng
which he is to appear 1n Cuba.

According tomROBESON*s son, PAUL,
JR., has recelved an invitation from an unnamed
individual in New York to visit Cuba at the time his
parents are in that country. The source related that
PAUL ROBESON, JR., stated that the unnamed individual
in New York said it would be 1like & "national holiday"
when PAUL ROBESON, SR,., appears in Cuba, ’

£ M related that BENJAMIN J.
DAVIS™“stat 3 BESON, SR., would be the
personal guest of FIDEL CASTRO in Cuba,., DAVIS further
ctated that he would "give anything" to go to Cuba and

may try or at least put up a fight on 1t.
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"the Worker", an east coast Communist weekly
newspaper, in its editorial of May 1, 1960,
page 12, identified EBENJAMIN J. DAVIS as
National Secretary of the CP, USA.

qadvised on December 21, 1959, that at
e 17th National Convention of the CP, USA,
held December 10-13, 1959, PAUL ROBESON, JR.
E?s*ﬁ§f°ted to the National Committee of the

] L]

CONFIE T

&




NY 100-25857

m advised on November 24, 1060, that
BENJAMIN J, D stated PAUL ROBESON, SR., is the
"greatest man in the world.,” DTAVIS stated that
ROBESON's going to Cuba will be one of the greatest
things that ever happened to Cuba, it will give Cuba
world recognition. According to DAVIS stated
that this 1s a grest thing for the Negro people and
for the Communist Party. DAVIS indicated he hoped
the Party would give PAUL ROBESON, SR.'s vislit o
Cuba all-out support. . v

The "Berliner Zeitung®, an East German
newapaper, reported on September 14, 1960, that PAUL
RORESON, among others, will take part in the East
Berlin Cultural Festival, October 1~-16, 1960.

The publication "Neues Deutschlang”
{New Germany), which is the organ of the Central
Committee of the East German Communist Party (SED)
reported in 1ts October &, 1550 edition that the
subjeet, during his stsy in East Berlin on Ociober 5,
19560, hagd been the reciplent of the followlng honors:

1. The subject was awarded the "Stern der \ ¥
Voelkerfreundschaft" {Star of People's Friendship) by .g‘ﬁ‘”'j‘
WALTEE-~YTBRICHT, Chalrman of the Council of Ministers., ¥ .-
ROBESON is the first reciplent of this honor,

o

o ) R

2. Professor D@etcrﬂﬁaﬂTlﬁfﬂﬁ§NEﬁT, Dean ‘\5ﬁi~-‘
of the Philosophy Faculty of Humboldt University, ot
conferred an honorary Doctor of Philosophy on the subject.

>l f L
3. Professor Doctor Doctor WALTER-TFRIEDRICH, {'u?fif
President of the "Deutschen Friedenarat" (Germarn Pedce Coudell) '
conferred the "Deutsche Priedensmedaille™ (German Peace Medal}
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The October &, 1960 issue of "L'Humanite",
dally organ of the French Communist Party, contained
an article, datelined October 5, 18960, at Berlin, as
follows:

"PAUL ROBESON today recelved the
degree of Doctor Honoris Causa from
Humboldt Univerzity in East Berlin,
The great singer 4is presently in East
Berlin, where he will give seversl
concerts during the 'Cultural Week!
organized in honor of the 11th .
anniversary of the proclamation of
the 'Democratic German Republie!

on October 7.7

“The Worker”, an East Coast Conmmunist
weekly newspaper, in its edition of November &, 1950,
on page 5, column 1, contained an erticgle captioned
"Democratic Germany Honors ROBESON", commenting
oni the honoring of PAUL ROBESON in Berlin on the
oceasion of the eleventh anniversary of the founding
of the German Democratic Republie, At a press
conference, when ROBESON was asked about his
immediate plans, ROBESON anncounced that he was
about toleave for a six wesks concert tour in
Augtralls, that toward the end of the year he
hoped to make an extended trip to Africa and that
after that he would go to Cuba.

The Cetober 14, 1960 edition of the East
German English-language propaganda pamphlet “"German
Democratic Report” also carried an article on ROBESON's
visit to East Berlin, referring to the honors afforded
him and noted that he ended his visit there on October 7,
1950 when he entertained the erowds gathering In East
Berlin's Marx-Engels Square celebrating the 11th
anniversary of the German Democratle Republic,
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The "Bulletin des Weltfriedensrates”

iBulletin of the World Peace Council), Nr., 12

Volume VII), dated Qctober, 1960, published monthly
in Austria; carried an article regarding PAUL ROBESON,
According to this article, ROBESON,:a member of the
World Peace Committee, was in Budapest, Hungary, from
September 10 to September 15, 1960, at the invitation
of the Hungarian Peace Committee. JJIt was also stated
that he took part in numerous gathevings of peace ‘
adherents in Budapest, as well as other Hungarian
cities.

An article in the September 1, 1960, edition
of "L'Humanite", stated that subjJect will take part
in the annual Communist Party festival, which is
o ‘ sponsored by "L'Humanite”, on September 4.5, 1960

P S =Y N o mmaalarramins At Daaud o

Fs | -
8¢ La& UOUulTituve, 8 SULUIDE 0L Falib.
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An article appeared in "L'Humanite" :
dated September 3, 1960, which commented on subject's
landing on French soll on September 2, 1960, at the
Bourget Airport to take part in the festival sponsored
by "L'Humanite" on September 4-5, 1960, at La Courneuve,
a suburb of Paris.
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LOUIS WEX n discussing his rgcent trip to
Europe stated that when WEINSTOCHES. daughter, SUSAN,
was married in Hungary, PAUL ROBP3ON, who was giving
a concert there, was a witness at this marriage.

"The Worker", in its edition of October 23,
1960, page 6, column 1, contained a photograph of
PAUL ROBESON under the ecaption WS-Hungarian
Relations Strengthen,"and stated that new bonds

between the United States and Hungary were tled t/«yz_
in Budapest on September 15, 1960,fwhen SUSA NSTOCK, =, nsc. )
daughter of LOUIS WEINSTOCK, Generil Managér of "The - Hums" '/

Worker" ,was married. Among those present at the
ceremony was PAUL ROBESON who appeared as a wlitness
for the bride.
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On November 7, 1960, the Department of State,
Washington, D, C,, furnished the following information
- eoncerning PAUL ROBESON'é\eoncerts in Auckland, New Zealand:

- No civice recept%bn or other formal type of

- Wwelcome was tendered to ROBESON during his stay in Auckland,

. although the Mayor, D, M. ROBINSON, did receive him and

. his wife at a private morning tea at the Mayor's residence,
Aucklanders studiously refrained from commenting to the

- Principal Officer and Vice Cdnsul about ROBESON's early

f ocutburst to the press or hils political leanings., No

{ inguiries of any kind were redeived by the Consulate

| regarding ROBESON's status as gn American citizen or

\ the circumstances under which he was originally denied

'\ a passport by the Department,

~

On December 15, 1960, {he Department of State,
Washington, D, C,, furnished the Yollowing information
- eoncerning the propaganda impact FAUL ROBESON's
visit to Adelaide, Australia: T

(/
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- “The recent visit to Adelalde by PAUL ROBESON !
- must be accounted s complete propaganda success, He ;
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was mocepted by South Australians with the nalve, N
uncritical welcome they extend to almost a)l enter-  /
\tainers from “overseas , regardless of merit, A

"ROBESON gave two well-attended pudblic concerts,
a free performance for the Waterside Workers Federation,
and several radio, television and press interviews, He
also attended a reception given by the ¥ureka Youth League
and the Australian-Soviet Friendship Society {both Communist
affiliates) in honor of & visiting Soviet youth delegatlion,
Both his performances and his interviews were heavily loaded
with propaganda designed to sell hilwmselfl as a messenger of
peace, brotherhood, and the rights of man, ' If Adelalde
found such propaganda strange sontent for a musleal concert,
1t made no public {and littlﬁ‘private) comment

“mhe following quotes from reviewers show how
well ROBESON's message succesded:

MWhat a fine maﬁ'PAUL ROBESON looked and sounded
in Sunday's "Spotlight=®,” on Channel 2,
; ,

‘He is a erusaﬁer with so much to say it 8ll comes
gushing out of him, in words and in son§‘..
- /

 ™Set my people free" 4is the theme of Wr.
ROBESON's message on behalf of the negro yace, and he
gpeaks 1t, sings 1%, and iives i%,' ’

"News, November 16, 1960

*1 ..in the minds of everyone presgﬁt, including
ROBESON, was the thought of the unlgue representativeness
of the singer, who not only ®drifted intoe drama and singing
with a passivity which takes the breath away," as the programe
note puts 1%, but has drifted {not quite so casually) into ;
the position of & kind of one-man vand {or league) of nations,’

SO
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*'The second concert by PAUL ROBESON on Saturday
night confirmed the first impression of gimple sincerity,
both in his art and in his mission of brotherhood.’

“Advertiser, November'28 1960

N
// “Australians are by no means pro-Communist;
the great majority are strongly anti-Communist, However,
they are eager for novelty and, for the mogt part,
/ completely indifferent to international pdlitics. The
few who are politically aware are proud-of their polifical
tolerance and would not miss & change to show how much
more broad-minded they can be than the Americans, For . . -
this reason, the years of controversy caused by
refusing ROBESON =z passport undoubtedly incereased the

impact of his propaganda,”
\\HEP propag t /

"Variety, a weekly theatrical newspaper,
contained an article in 1its November 30, 1960 edition
as follows: ) ‘

"PAUL ROBESON .'TOP' WITH

AIICSTE DIIRT TA TN ITe qom
AUSSLY, Wl LIV fldad Letd

DOWN UNDER P.A, TOUR e
’
;
"PAUL ROBESON, previously only known
here through recordings' and films, is
tops and his volce 'as good as ever!
according to Aussie opinion.

| . .
Melbourne, Nov, 29,

"ROBESON, touring Down Under and New
Zealand, has already glven one concert
in Brisbane and four in Sydney. He 1s
giving three here, then does two in
Adelalde and two In Ferth, He's playing
Yo capacity or near-capacity houses,

.. ;' -5.. e ! I
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUBEAU OP INVESTIGATION

N York
New Yﬁﬁi{’}” %\181 or

DENTIAL

File No,
NY 100-25857

Title Paul Leroy Robeson

Character Internal Security - C

Reference made to the report of lo
Special Agent# at New York, dated and . C
captioned as a . ‘ , , L
A1l sources {except any listed below)} used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. L

This document conlains neither recommendations nor cénclusionse of the FBI. [t is the proper
of the FBI ond ie loanad to your agency; it and its cantw be distributed cutside
your agency. -
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—_—— DATE 4=24-5( BY 5:5
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I have received your letter dated
March 6, 1961, and the interest which prompted
Jour communicating with me is indeed appreciated,
T '~ While T would 1like t¢ be of assistance,
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to furnishing svaluations
Or comments concerning the character or integrity
of sny individual publication or organization.

I am sure you will understand the necessity for
this policy and will not infer that we do or do

not have in our files the information you desira, ﬁ é?
Sincerely yours, 'T}z m
=
K L == B
John Edgar Hoovey. =27 - 7 =2
Directar - miHY- 3 oo
R % lv",;\ e X s
- r:-a o . F ot
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MAILED 27 . { ¢ Iz -

VAR 6 1961
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There are no idepjifiable references to
correspondent, Faul LeRoy Robeson, about whom
correspondent dnquiredy Is the 1utermationally known
Negro concert singer. He has been iraveling abroad
since 1958. Robeson received All-American football
honors and consideradls fame &5 & scholar and ginger.
He has baen associated with high Russian officials such
&8 Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet Prime Minister., He has
constantly favored Soviet Russia, (100-13344)

Pdy e
_ Correspondent in his letter advised he was
seeking information about the “status of Mr. Paul LeRoy
Robeson® since he wished to do & series of talks on

this person, In view of the mamer in which correspondent's
letter was written to furnish him 1iterature would be
inappropriate, e diee e e o R
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Legal Attache, London (100-1182)° April 4, 1961

7 7 Director, FBI (;00-12304) . o

T4 PAUL LEROY ROBESON ¢ ST el el Lihle
L INTCRNAL SECURITY = € 5 '
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or developed concerning trevel in appropriate form
suitable for dlssemxnation.

§ - New York (10U=-25857) _ y

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route throngh for review) ’1£EO<}/
NOTE ON YELLOW: ~ . *~ =~ 7 e st

a - Robeson 1s key fxgure of New York Office.:z:-
Presently residing in London, England,
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OTHERWISE > g
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For information,
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INTERNAL SCURITY - C REASON-FCIM I1, Y-2.4.27

DATE OF REVIEW -

It is recalled that Robeson, who has an extensive history
of purticipation, sponsorship and influence in national and inter-
national communist zffairs, and who has been an outspoken apologist
for the Soviet Union, left the United States in 1958 following
issuance of a passport which had been denied him since 195G, He
hus since muinteined a residence and headquarters for his activities
in London, Zngland, and has spent a substantial amount of time in
Russia, where he hus ﬁublicly been reported to have, on occasions,
met with Nikita Khrushchev. (;&) ‘ -

In view of the Rast exploitation of Kobeson's popularity /N
by the communists to further their aims, it is expected that the /
death of Robeson would be much publicized, and that his name and -
gast history would be highlighted even more in propagandizing on J
e¢half of the international cummunist movement. We will, of course,
continue to follow his activities closely. (ﬂ) -
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| " ;ﬂet datea April 21, 1961 captioned "PAUI.
LEROY ROBESON and Bulet t ate

April 5, 1961, captioned

If further information is received, the Bureau will /,~:'
be advised. . ' -s’ ’
('V\) © o cuase. T l;’l.l}/.l
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VNITED STATES qq;?aNMENT
v Memorandum

T0. : Director, F3I

E > “Legat, Rio d 1ro (100-6
Mega o de Janelre Unnshmm o€ {f’ ,
f-'\“ ° V ’ -

CONFID

strlulsum;LAssxrqu B
supjecr: - PAUL ROZBESON EXCEPT WHERE SHOWR + 7
I8 - C - =~ Q‘me:[ﬁlj _ S
Lo T L ALy
The May £, 1961, edition of “yltima Hora," a leftist
Rio de Janeiro newspaper, carried a short item that arrange-

ments were being made for the Negro singer, PAUL ROBESON, to
come to Brazil to sing at "Fred's) a Rio de Janeiro night clup.

bl

No date was given for this appearance. e g TR

) | T (_j

Legat will follow this matter to report any informa-
tion develooed concerning the avpearance of PAUL ROBESCH and
any other information of interest relating to such an appearance

in kio de Janeiro.

It 1s requested that Legat be advised of Egy.informatigﬁL

available -indicating ROBESON plans an appearance 1in Rio de Janeiro.
e - Rty
_ One copy of this letter is being forwarded for trans-
mittal to the New York Office. _ o o e

. P. .
2/} - Bureau Ap?

- Rio de Janeiro _ 2 P
e ','-’:;, FEA & £ :
- EE

! - R ATAT »
// : ES8:F0 7 (.,101.00‘” 33,0/
..- .. <. (5) . . - .l.“ r‘{ ,:‘:..f'u",.
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e {: %1 M, Rachner
. F - : e e
Legal Attache, Rio de Janeirs Jnmé B, 1961

s REC- 12§100-659)
- Wrxy birector, FBI (100-1300)-p3> . .

PAUL LEROY ROBESOR .. - = . . 2% e
INTERRAL SECURITY - € = -~ 7 7 & 7 0ws

Reurlet Scl?-ﬁl.

YNeo fnformation has heen.received to indicate et
that Robestm anticipates travel to Brazil or other :
countries in South rica, According to severa! reportz
Roheson had planned to visit Cuba possibly in late
April, 1961; however, subject's plans undoubtedly curtailed..

~ Bbased on subs
been confined since latc March or ear April far what
would appear to be a heart allment, _ ‘

It may be poted that since 1958, Rubesan has :
maintained a rusidence and headquarters for his activities
in London England. but has spent a substantial portion of
his time in Russia as well as its satellite countries,

Enclosed for New York Office is a copy of relet,

New York furnish any information bearing wpon travei by
subject in a form suitable for disscminatian. -

2 =~ Kew York (100-25857) (Enclosure) - . -
NOTE ON YELLOW:
Robeson is key figure in New York Office,

G . ‘
< F IR\ W F2‘“/ A% pLL INFORMATION CO% mﬁﬁi
o ‘ g . , x;.\"‘“ - ;ﬁﬁ § g P .w_\‘: " . HERE“} ‘S UHU A»S lED
Tolpge e D08 0w T : RIS .
; S Poeon® e 2 YEL oyl of Jr e }
;‘:;W i &£ . - .
o p— -5 1951 ’
B r—— oY
Foodher .. 44
P g flI

equent reports indicating that Robeson had ==
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"% UNITED STATES c(‘ ERNMENT , , . *
Memorandum
T0 X .DIREC'I'OR, FBI (100-1230k) DATE: 5/18/61

MEROM : LEGAT, BONK (105-720)

Y sumEct: PAUL LEROY ROBESON
' 1§ - C

Reference Bonn letter 4/25/61,

on 5/9/61, Public Affairs Sectiom, U.S. ]07C

Mission Berlin, furnished the enclosed Photostat of an iten from the
4/27/61 issue of the East German newspaper "Neue Zeit," which contained
2 write-up of an interview with PAUL ROBESON,

From this interview, it appears that ROBESCN's plans for the
future are to visit in East Germany and Hungary in the first weeks of
sumner. He then intends to go to Ghana end also to Gulnea, if posaible,
a8 well as to other countries of West Africa., He has also recelved an
invitation from Cube. He further indicated that he inteads to go to

Australia again and to devote the proceeds of concerts and filme there to
the welfare of the aborigines,

It ie recommended that the enclosed Photostat be translated and

thet the original snd translation be forwarded to the office of origin in
this case,

The foregoing is for information.
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TRARSLATION FROu GERMAN
MY PLANS~-FIGHT ROR FR.EDOM!

Our Moscow correspondent HONRIK GURNDW spoke
with the world-famous singer PALL ROBrSOK about his
last journeys.

From "Keue Zeit™ (New Time), April 27, 1961.

£

The famous peace fichter and artist PAVL
ROMESON will come to Rostock for this vear's Baltic
Sea week, Q(ur Hoscow corresnondent talked with
ROCLSOX during hils stay in the Soviet metropolis.

The telephone rang conmstanily, All wanied
to speak with RDIES0N; all wanted to welcome him in
their homes. Enterprlses and schopls, the editorial
offices of the newsnaners and thezters called, RODESON
smiled and clapped his hands in astonishment., He
wented to be evervwhere; however, this was unfortv-
nately impossible., Even in the Soviet Union, where
science really accomnlishes wonders, the day cannot
ge prolonged. Twenty-four hours-«this is too 1ittle
time !

We sit in his room which he bad reserved

in the Hotel PSovietsltaya.® PAUL ROIBESON spenksg--
energetically and clearly-in the manner peculiar fo
him. This man and indifference are two poles which
exclude each other. In the so well-known, inimitable
tone of his voice lies sincere warmih when he talks
about his imnressions in koscow, but also bitterness
and scorn when he thinks of those who still have not
conquered for themselves the richt to hyman dignity;
when he sces before his eves the 1life of the Afr1cans,
of the Australian aborigines and of the Xesrge . .
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$ay ‘hello' to my Soviet friends. Of cnurse, guite
a2 ‘nomber of friendly meetinns took nlace, One of
them was the visit to *Tzvestia.,' T was particulariy
glad to meet the young generation of the Soviet
journalists. T sang a few songs and then we talked
to each other for a long time: about the strugale
of the Soviet youilhs for peace, abovt their partic-
ipation in the construction of communism, about
their successes in the wor’ in the new territories,
We also discvssed music, Negro sniriteals and jazz.
s vouw ses, our discessions covered a 1ot of ter-
ritory.®

BAUL ROBOSON talked about his visit to
the Grest Theater and expressed his anoroval of the
#iallad about the Scldier.® He said: *0f covrse, I
alsoe visited the University of the Friendship Between
Kations. T wanted to nmeet the students from the
African couniries and also the youths of Asia and
South america. The younn men and women as the
representatives of different nations will not only
take with then from kpscow excellent technical know-
ledoe, but also the feeling o respect for sach other.
The vniversity felfills a noble task. The words of
the rector have gladdened me very much, who praised
the important role of my wife at the execution of
this task.®

I asked: "Your last goal was Australia? Did
a starring verformance lead you there?”

J0SON replied: "This was not the only
reason, You sce,dvring such a trip my appearances
as artist comhlne with the work of the political homan
being who reoresents the world peace movement. I
gave a few conceris, However, in the trve sense of
the word this is not the correct designation. I eall
the anpearances, within the fremework of a public
event, meetings with the public. During such meetings
I 31nq, read verses and discuss the guestions of musics
in particelar, of popular music.®
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*In Avstralia and XNew Zealand the people
know me from Cramophone records and films which are
twenty to thiriy years old., Xow they want fo see
and hear me. I gave four concerts; it could have
been fourteen.™

Suddenly R0VPLS0N became verv serioves and
said: "Une thing has embittered me. On the fifth
continent I encountered a phenomenon which I have
exnerienced in Africa and America: racial discrim-
ination in the most loathsome forn. If we commare
the situation of the Maoris ~ of the aborigines
in New Zealand - with the sitvation of American
Xeoreoes from Xorthern states, we can call the sjituation
simply terrible in which they and the Australian
aboricines are. Here open extermination is effected.
Here the public opinion in the world mrst go to work
and say a seriocus word.

*1 intend to return to Avstralia, I shall
rnzke films and give concerts. The proceeds shall
kenefit the aloriginal population lanquishing in
poverty, I already did that in Africa, and now I
want 1o repeat it once more in éustralia.“

"ould you tell us something about other
vlans in the near futurefr®

PAUL ROTESOXN replied: *The next plans are
closely connected with the invitations which I received
from some socialist countries. DNuring the first
summer wees I shall be in the German Democratic
Repuhlic and in Hunoary. Then I wish te go to Ghana
and, if possible, also to Guinea and other c¢ouniries
of West Africa. Furthermore, 1 received an invitation
from Cuba. However, it will be difficult for me to
find the time for evervthing.®
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{ ALSO IN THE USA

SRR, |

' 207TSHN continued: "Meanwhile also in
the USA wide circles have ceased to fear a visit
of my concerts. 1 have again conavered the American
neblic, This is not only important te mvself,
brt likewise to numerous colored artists who were
oppressed by any means. All had to be shown that
those have lost who wanted to silence me. However,
I am standing on my feet again and sing.®

%
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ROBI'SOXN concluded his report as follows:
"In England and Scotland the pubtlic welcomed me
like a good acquaintance, I thank my success in
Inqland parily to my appearance in the Shakespeare
hemorial Theater in Stratford-on-kavon (sic), Here
T had to accept the role of Othello, To be sure,
many Americans came to Stratford. They were apnarently
entarrassed that an American actor, who is not permitted
to avpezr in fmerica, plays in Ennland; and then not
only on an ordinary stage, but on the stage of the
Shal:espeare Theater, which has the best actors of
various Enolish-speaking covntries at its disposal.
There is no greater honor for an actor than o apoear

there,

"The role of 0Othello is the biggest one
which I played as an actor. for the rest of my life
Y want to use my energies completely for the struanle
for Africa's freedom, for the freedom of the American
Xegroes and of the Avstralian aboriginal population,
for the freedom of all who suffer from oppression,®

When we said good-by to each other, I felt
in the firm handshake of this wonderful man a confir-
mation of his words,

4%

DPictuere of PAUL ROZESON by GURIOK. ™ -~ .
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e At New York, New York

1., Will remain alert for information concerning
the return of ROBESON to the U.S,.
2. Will continue to follow and report his - (
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2. ] The data appearing on theé‘$etsrity Index card are

current. . »
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»  WEOBESCMushascNMbterimlbetauseabsbTteheeesandil on African
Affairs until 1ts dissoclution in June, 1955. He has had
close contacts with national leaders of the CP, USA, He -

: has publiecly praised the Soviet Union while abroad. He - o

... was elected Vice-President of the British-Soviet Friend- -

PR ship Society 1n May, 1959, and has been active in functions
.. .y -  8ympathetic to Communism abroad during 1960-1961.. > < ..
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various prominent guests who would take part
in Baltic Sea Week in the Baltic coastal area
of East Germany in July, 1961, (’
| .2
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DETAILS : | "

I, BACKGROUND

Regldence and Employment

It is noted thet on July 22, 1960, the files of the
Tassport Office, United States Department of State, reflected
that PAUL ROBESON when applying for a renewal of his passport
gave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace, New York City,
and current address as 45 Connaugh$ Square, London, England,

| It is also noted that subject is employed as a concert
singer and made & concert tour of Australia and New Zealand

during 1960; details of this tqur pre pet forth later in this
report. cLAss. & BT fff g T e
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- Forelgn Travel &nd State of Hedth - ‘ T
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at the 17th onal Conventlon T

S o o the Communist Party (CP), .USA, held
P . : December 10-13, 1959, PAUL ROBESON, T
o R JR.; was elected to the National =
Committee of the Ck, USA. (Wl -

/i




 NY 100-25857

'$) - " e

~ . II. AFFILIATION WITH THE ce . emin
: MOVEMENT : A

Evidence of CP Sympathles ’”f R _uiQélfg . f;;t?f:? -

- The East German newspaper “Neue Zeit" in its issue
of April 27, 1961, contained 2 write-up of an interview with
PAUL ROBESON. From this interview, it appears that RORESON's

z. plans for the future are to visit in East Germany and Hungary .

in the first weeks of summer, He then intends to go to..

Ghana and a&lso to Guinea, if possible, as well as to other _

countries of West Africa., He has also recelved an invitation

from Cuba, He further indicated that he intends to go to '

Australia again and to devote the proceeds of concerts and

films there to the welfare of the aborigines.

The publication "Neues Deutschland" {New Germany),
which 1s the organ of the Central Committee of the East German
CP {SED) reported in its April 6, 1961, editlon that subject
would be &mong various prominent guests who would take part
in this years Baltlec Se& Week in the Baltic coastal aresa of
East Germany. It was stated that ROBESON‘promised ta attend
during the period July T, to July 10 1961 o .




4-750 (2-7-79) (: -

XXXX
P 869964

g

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

____('T___ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption{s) (_’b\( \) with no segregable
material available for release to you. v

U -

[nformation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

—
e
§E§’
0
fod
&
b
i
£
3
o
59
g
el
Lyt
s
T
=9
=
Eﬂ
&
o
o
=
=3
=
=]
=
B
-
w
—
x
&

d in the title only.

[C1 Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBIL.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[C] For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

EBLAQQ&LM#MQM@%M 4l \z)

XXXXXKKKKKKXKKKKKKK

X DELETED PACE®S) X

gmo DUPLICATION FEE 3

XXXXXX FOR THIS PACE X

XX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXK /



