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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF :'j:USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New York, New York
November 16, 1959

New York 100-56680

Re: Eslanda Cordozo Robeson
Securlity Matter - C

All info ed in the report of ‘0’7(;
Speclal Agent dated and captioned
as above at New YorkK, have rurnished reliable informa-

tion in the past with the following exceptions:‘/

There haﬁ been insufficient

K Thls document contalns neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed oitside your agency.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE i
OF THE /
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ’
American Fmbessy Ay
Paris 8, France e
LI J.\.J,Z‘JLLIC- e 1INED
_ BEas1s 18 U0 STASSIFIED .
n o _ EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN .~
pate:  December I, 1959 . OTHERWISE i
To: Director, FBI (100-1230h) S
From: Legal Attache, Paris (100'715) o Lo
subject: PAUL LEROY FOBESON = - "i= '-

INTERNAL SECURITY =~ C
Re Paris let 10/14/59.
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J 1 - Mr. Rachner
AL l -~ Mr. Haack
Legal Attache, Faris CONF! TIAS December £3, 1959
F >

Director, FBI (100-1230¢)-5F [

. INFORUATION CONTATNED .
FAUZ LXROY JSGBESON o A}é“%ﬁm 1S UnCLASSIFIED o /)wr
JINTERNAL RE‘»ZIRIIT - g EXCLET TiITE SHOWN < :

- QUEEEWISE |

. . %
oo o( C)
-{\ -\-,-.ny. Robeson was born April 9, 18598, at Princeton, J
' "7, 'F New Jersey, and has been self-employed as a concert singer - {
: :-\‘f"d actor since approximately 1923. He maintains a residence |
Ny 2 oNat 16 Jumel Terrace, New York City; hovever, subseguent - |
\ to the lssuance of his United Stales passport, Number 1145187,

-

i
W %he traveled to EBurope in July, 1958, and has since maintained
a:” | @ residence and headguarters Jor his activities iIn London,
; _

\. England. (u) -
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:5 Robeson has algso been reported by several sources
o1 vho have furnished relicble information in the past and by

e el dathh ol ey e o e
i

< various publications to have been actlive throughout the years
N - as an officer, sponsor or member of numerous organizations
> 4¢ which have been cited by the Attorney General of the United
= States pursuantL tgsrxfoutjvq_arder 10¢50, Some of txsc
e i A .
43 Tolson - L - Classibeszm) < 4 b3
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. numerous other Communist Farty front organizations

NOTZ CN YELLOW:

Letier to Legal Attache, Faris
Re: FPaul Lercy Robsson o
100-12304 :

organizationas are the Council on African Affairs; American [
Peace Crusadey American Youth for Dsmocracyy China Welfare L
Appeal, Incorporatedy Civil Rights Congresey National Negro [t
Councily and National Commitiee to Win Amnesily Jjor Smith el
Act Vietims. In eddition, Rodeson has Leen reported to T
have been active as an oyficer, sponsor or member of .

Including such organlrations as ihe Emergency Civil
Libertiea Comnittee, Second Woerld Peace Congress and
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. (u)

In addition, Robeson, who ts ofen guoted In
pudlications throughout the werld, has Srequently made
public statements wherein he has been consistent in hils
Pralse of the Soviet Unton and communist and related
parties throughout the world, (\A )




Date:

To:

: éjbbufc)%rom: |

Sub ject:

ReBulet 12/23/59. U)

C o THE FOREIGN SERVICE (,,
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

January 7, 1960 ALL INFCTITATION mm:::
HESLIN IE UNCLASGIFIED |
Directo‘, FBI (100- 123014.) ' EXCITT r"~:‘.}:s;.3;5

o=+ DIEERYISE -
Legat, Paris (100-715) ' o

PAUL LEROY ROBESON . =~ .. - "' S -—""-i;- s
INTERNAL SECURITY - C Y S




Oﬂiae Memomndum e UNITED ST:?ES GOVERNMENT

LT : DIRECTCR, FBI (100-1230L) DATE: 1/27/60
/ . . Y I |

7 mom : sAC, NET YR (100-25857)
o
SUBJECT: PAUL 1FROY ROFESON
TITE7 AL SECURITY = C

(00: Xew York)

:V e Ieget, London letters to Bureau, 9/18/59 and 11/23/59s

Two additional copies of this letter are being forwarded te the Bureau
for transmittal to Iegat, Londona.

ALL INFORMATICH CONTAINED

HEREN 1S UHOLASSIFIED -
DATE _s-29- ¢/ BY A/
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
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Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) ’Dgpoc( Ament Dc S'\'ng
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency{ies};
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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CTER OF CASE : . . r

R . " .| INTERNAL SECURITY - C

PAUL LEROY {OBESON aka

F A I’ti"‘ THMATION Cu"I\IKED * .

IESLIN IS UN"‘LASSIFIEQ/'

OIEERAISE i . o -
REFERENCE N
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATE OF %Evmg =, - ,
The BubJect, PAUL LEROY ROBES 8 a key figure oy(_/
the NYO. (u) -
- .—,)‘V

Subject's wife, ESLANDi: GOODE ROBESON, NY file 100-56680,
Bufile 100-12304, is carried on the SI of the NYO.
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CONFIDE

NY 100-25857
ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D)

on 1/22/60, the NYO requested the INS, Washington,
D. C. to notify the nearest FBI Office in the event of PAUL
LEROY ROBESON's arrival in the US, and to have that office
notify the NYO of the arrival. C‘-‘\) -
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NY 100-25857
ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D)

In the case entitle aka; IS-B", b7C,
NY file 100-103300, Bufile 100 u by letter
to New York, dated 6/11/59, alvised the rollowing-
(W) <—
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NY 100-25857
ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D)

Inasmuch asr the Bureay has 1 ted that the
above information, obtained from Ehhould b |
not be dlssemlnated outside the Bureau or se orth in any

investigative report, it is not being incorporated in the <"I

detalls of this report. (
ET AL; 197(,

file 100-57453,
v/D

In the case entitled,

The "Paul R.", mentionedeay have
been PAUL LEROY ROBESON, however, sln 8 1s conjecture,
it is not being included in the detalls of this report. (u>

E
COVER PAGE




The 8/23/59 edition of the "London Sunday Times"

----- a statement made by ROBESON published

carried a report over &
in Budapest to the effect that ROBESON woul
States passport restrictions and visit Ch

the coming months.
Ban."(.‘l

The article was entitled

E-1
COVER PAGE

d ignore United
ina and Hungary in

"Robeson Defies




~ NY 100-25857 ,
ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D.)

_ 8 class e op Secret’, 1t 1s not being included in the

details of this report. (LL)

\ It is to be note orementioned Lj"
information furnished der a "Top Secret”
classification, has be nclude n the Cover Pages of this

report and not in the details, so that the classification of
the report may be kept "Confidential", which will make for

. greater dissemination. (3*:)quvﬂ;wm L
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NY 100-25857 '
INFORMANTS

Identity of Source Flle Where Locatéd

T
100-25857-4168“/; B“C;;/
100-52572-556 ./ /,

100-25857-4180 .~

information concerning
concealed Communists)

NY7100-25857-u20uu/’/’“
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NY 100-25857
INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

Identity of Source -

counIgETAL

Flle Where Located

NY 100-25857-4179 .~ b

NY 100-25857-4179 . 6’7];
NY 100-25857-4171Y 4178

NY 100-25857-4188 .~

NY 100-25857-&190¢//<//’\///,
NY 100-86516-1A17v///

G
COVER PAGE




-t E

NY 100-25857
INFORMANTS (CONT!'D)

Identity of Source
NY T-2 SR
S
oy )

mag—-)

gl ¢

-2

100-93137-352

B

The sources used 1n the characterization of

' t
Chicago Council of Rmerican-Soviet hip (CCASF}di -
the order of their appearance are :aJnd “ )

The sources used in the characterization of the
ily News"ii i §rder of theilr appearance are
d ('u_) .

"
The source used to characterize the Provisignal
or ing Committee for a Marxist-Leninist CP (POC) is

)(u) - -

H
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NY 100-25857
INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

The sources used in the tharacterization of the

United States WH order of their o\
appearance are nd . -

LEAD

NEW YORK

At New York, New York

Will remain alert for information concerning the
return of ROBESON to the US. ( u.)

Will cohfinue to follow and report his getivities - - . ..
while abroad and in the US upon his return. (u) ,

S TICT D S S h R e S A e
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NY 100-25857 e
l1.[Xx] Subject's name 1s Included in the Security Index.
2.[X ] The data appearing on the Security Index card are

current.
3.[_] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
4.[X_] A suitable photograph [Y ] 18 f{__] is not avallable,
5. Careful consideration has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those
instances where the identities ef the pources must
be concealed.
6.[ ] Subject is employed in & key fanilitv and .
1s charged with security respongibility. Interested

=& ' ' agencles are .

o { 7.X ] This report 1s classi on entia because
T \ state reason

RS |

L ._
8. Ei:] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) {
he is not residing in the United States. ;

g.[] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria
o and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
b mending cancellation of the Security Index card.
Shre b 10.[¥ ] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the =~ -
- Security Index criteria and 1t contlnues to fall
& i wlthin such criterlia because (state.reason) ROBESON was
e, National Chairman of the Council oxd African Affairs until its
- e— dissolution in June, 1955, He has had close contacts with
o Por national leaders of the CP,USA. He has publicly pralsed
-t the Soviet Unlon whlle abroad. He was elected Vice-President
_'ji E‘J of the British-Soviet Friendship Soclety in May, 1959.

F
o)

PRI, (A
Bopad

11.( ] Subject's SI card [¥] is [_]1s not tabbed Detcom.
¥ ] Subject's activities [ y]do [ ]1do not warrant Detcom

tabbing

J*
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Copy to:

UN,,ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUui iEE
FEDERAL BUREA.U OF INVESTIGATION

TIAL

CONrl

CONFI TIAL

Report of: b Ofics  NEW YORK
Date: 3/8/60 o

File Number:

Title

New York 100-25857 Bureau 100-12304

PAUL LEROY ROBESON
ALL JNTCREMATION CONTAINED
EIRzIN IS UVHITASEITIED
IZCEPT WHERE SHOWH
OJ.R'._\HISLO I
INTERNAL SECURITY = C

ROBESON and wife continue to reside in United Kingdom, and

in September, 1959, ROBESON was still under contract b
appearaniﬁ ii stﬁe Broduction iﬁ “01:hello"i ﬂ /

on concerning ROBESON 's appearance at (
Seventh World Youth Festival, Vienna, Austria, Set forth.
ROBESON appeared at festival sponsored by "L!Humanite",
French Communist Party newspaper, in Meudon, France.
Information concernirg promotion of ROBESON's book, "Here
I Stand" set forth. Information concerning ROBESON's visit
to Budapest, Hungary, and to Rumania set forth. ROBESON
was quoted in a Hungarian newspaper as saylng that "by
March I will visit China"., In early February, 1960, ROBESON
ended a 2% week stay in Moscow, Russia.
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QTIERVWISE _

ALL, INFORNATION conrg@p y 2
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CONFINMENTIAL

oKty b g

o
This document contolns nelther recommendoctions nor concluslons of any kind, I Is the property of the FBI, and Is a IdBn tMgvr _ﬂ!ﬂ[!ﬁl
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it and/or its contents are not 10 be digtribuled outside your agency. 16—-T4825-1 /
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NY 100-25857 Cok
DETAILS
'I. BACKGROUND DATA

'A. Residence

and Employment

FRRETINST I

desr o dEp

¢ . _

é%_\
Regarding the subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON,
the following is noted:
_advised on that ESLANDA L)

OBESON was a Communist rParty (CP) member in :[:>

1945, but that she does not hold herself out
as a Communist and denies membership in the CP.

The CP has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.

L
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CONFIDRAIAL

7 \
NY 100-25857

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST .
MOVEMENT

A. Evidence of CP Sympathies

- ’ on madvised that PAUL
ROBESON, 16 Jume rrace, New Yor y, would be recontacted

for the purpose of renewlng his subscription for "The Worker".

leem. [ P, g | V. -—— e e am I Y B o s e B o A — e T
.I.‘II.E IUI‘KBI‘ 45 &) eusL CcOdBL L Uil v WEEKH
newspaper,

It 48 to be noted that ROBESON resided at 16
Jumel Terrace, New York City, prior to his departure
- for Europe.

which appearelin the New York "Daily Mirror" newspaper,
dated August 2’7 'IQ‘—'\Q contained the f‘n11nw1n_g'

- W F o _—aavwr e  Wasw

. "WHAT A WORLD (but where else can I go?):
Paul Robeson cheering for the 15th

B. Evidence of Membershlp in or Sympathy
with CP Front Organizations

11 "
i

Al 0y o
t v ’

sl
1L S

I

1959, a memorlal meeting was helid under the sponsorship

of the Natlonal Council of American-Soviet Friendshlp

(NCASF) at New York Center, 227 West 46th Street, New York

City, to honor the memory of the late THEODORE BAYER, who
.

mysmm s APl Aanwm AP kla AMAAOT vamblan adodoaad Ehads

at this meeting a record, whic been made by PAUL
ROBESON and his wife, ESLANDA ROBESON, in England, was

then played for the audience. tated that in this
record they both expressed thelr sympathy for the BAYER
family and praised THEODORE BAYER for hls work in the fleld

i ]
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Y |

Sl

[

Ly
|

I

Aniversary of Communist rule in Rumania," <fi—“j

The columm "New York Confidential" by LEE MORTIMER

On_advised that on Anril 29, \O7D

/P



’ “ CONFLEENTIAL
NY_ 100-25857
of American-Soviet relations. urther stated that &{]LE)
2lso included on the record we al memorial songs

which were sung by PAUL ROBESON. A
The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

Lt

-z In connection with THEODORE BAYER, the following
F is noted: <?]

R
i

L

Hav_ _

The “"New York ‘1'1mes bunaay euitlon, Cla.'BEO, <
‘March 8, 1959, on page 87, reflected that THEODORE

BAYER of 200 West 15th Street, New York Clty,
Adninistrative Secretary for the last flfteen

years of the NCASF, died an March 7, 1959, at the _
Memorlial Center Hospital for Cancer and Allied f '

Diseases, New York City.




NY 100-25857 , «l

C. Miscellaneous

: e . :If.

On November 7, 1959, m made information 5 b /D
available which reflected that at date WILLIAM WEINSTONE
addressing a meeting of the New York State CP Committee,
which was belng held in Room 11-B, Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth
Avenue, New York City, made the following comments: ]

WILLIAM WEINSTONE stated he had just returned from a
trip to the Soviet Union and added that PAUL ROBESON was &
great cultural and political ambassador from the United
States to the world. WEINSTONE had occasion to exchange
greetings with ROBESON over the telephone during his,
WEINSTONE's, recent European trip. While speaking to
ROBESON over the telephone, ROBESON informed WEINSTONE
that he was going to visit the Czechoslovak Army. WEINSTONE
further advised that PAUL ROBESON was stirring Europe, and
Engllsh comrades spoke with such love and affection of
the role that he played in the big peace march where he
spoke and sang in Trafalgar Square. English comrades told
WEINSTONE of the British Broadcasting Company broadcast
of the leading artists and cultural figures of England
in a testimonial to PAUL ROBESON. WEINSTONE stated that
ROBESON was an Ilmmense figure in Czechoslovakia and he
brings the best of America to the peoples of Europe and
in him they see the greatness of our country. WEINSTONE
further stated that ROBESON is regarded not only as an
anti-fascist, but as a militant fighter for Socialism.
WEINSTONE added that from the standpolint of culture, what
is important is the way people say not "give us an American
song" but 'give us a Paul Robeson song". WEINSTONE T

«
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concluded by stating that the words he spoke in ROBESON's

behalf 18 hardly Jjustice to this great figure, our people's
ambassador to Europe and the world.

In connection with WILLIAM WEINSTONE, the following
1s noted:

"The Worker", issue of January 17, 1960, on page
14, identified WILLIAM WEINSTONE as a member of
the New York State CP Gommittee. vl gab—

In connection with (R tre fo110wing L7
is noted:

A characterization of the CCASF is set forth in
the appendix of this report.

-6-
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c,’a,)

o mMadﬂséd that on -
August 1, 1955, at the Seventh World Youth Festival, which lg ~/

was held in Vienna, Austria, from July 26, 1959 to August

4, 1959, PAUL ROBESON, SR. appeared &t a meeting of the %

BN e b Wi

delegates, spoke a few words compl

aining of a sore throat,
and sang approximately five songs. Hfurther advised D

that PAUL ROBESON, SR. was enthusiastically received and
acclaimed. : o

' The United States Festival Committee sent delegates
to the above-mentioned Seventh WorldYouth Festival.

A characterization of the United States Festival :
Committee appears in the appendix of -this report.- - - —---

On advised that he _
learned that United States youth at the Seventh World .
Youth Festival, mentioned above, were most impressed - JJ
by the Paul Robeson Peace Rally held at the festival. ’:[:>
0 advised that he

learned tha AUL ROBESON sang several songs at a rally
at the Seventh World Youth Festival, mentioned above,
one of which was a Chinese lullaby, which aroused cheers
from the Chinese delegation. -

e e e
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NY T-13, a confidential source abroad, advised
in August, 1959, that an Associated Press dispatch from
Vienna, Austria, under the date August 4, 1959, reported
that the subject had addressed a meeting for youths from Asia
and Africa at the Seventh World Youth Festival. This dispatch
reported that ROBESON spoke on "Restriction of Negro Rights _  _
in the United States" and that several American youths in
the audience reported that they had been denled an opportunity
to question ROBESON regarding his statements as they were

armAnrians

NY T-14, a confidential source abroad, advised on
August 13, 1959, that the August 11, 1959 issue of "L'Humanite",
a French CP newspaper, contalned an article which indicated
that PAUL ROBESON was scheduled to appear at the festival
of "L'Humanite" at Mewdon, France, in the near future.
This article also indicated that FAUL ROBESON, who 1s one
of the greatest living singers, had not visited France in
ten years. This article further indicated that PAUL ROBESON's
acceptance of "L'Humanitet!s" invitation to appear at this
festival indicated his desire to work for the cause of peace
and Jjustice.
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NY T-14, a confidential source abroad, also _

advised on September 11, 1959, that the September 5, 1959,

_ issue of "L'Humanite" contained an article which described
ROBESON's arrival at Orly Airport, Paris, France, on
' Septemben, 4, 1959. This article stated that ROGER™

242 s el ¥ URAR WA pTAF PR

- and AND STIL, members of the Central CommitTee
CP of Fréance, were present among others at the airport
to welcome ROBESON to Paris. This article in part concerns
an interview with ROBESON in which he mentions his early
childhood and to some extent discusses his musical impressions.

In concluding this interview, ROBESON states that he has

always been proud to be a colored American and has always

been conscious of the struggle which the workers and the

colored reople have in common. o - =

P A

The September 21, 19539, issue of the "National
Guardian" on page 12, carried an article in the "Spectator"
- column, entitled "Great Day for Meudon". This article

L
S E—— (C ) é\
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-related to PAUL ROBESON's attendance at the festival sponsored
by the Communist newspaper "L'Humanite" at Meudon, France,

on September 5, 1959. This article stated that some

50,000 people were in attendance at this festival to see
and hear ROBESON, According to this article, ROBESON sang
"waterboy", "Cauatros Generales", "0ld& Man River","John Brown's
Body" and the Soviet 'Song of the Partisans”. The article
reflected that ROBESON talked to the spectators "about music
and wine and peace, about China and France and America, about
Shakespeare and Racine, about history and the future. He '
sald a few words in French, switched over to English, sang
Beethoven's ¥0de to Joy' in German, sang a little Chinese

s song, explained the humor of a delightful Yiddish song on

e his program, and just before the end, recited a poem in

e S n beautiful poRerous Russian,"

T : bk i P
i : } ot
[ Jli Vil o b ok AR o

: * i
ket

A characterization of the "National Guardisn" appears
in the appendix of this reporg. -

In connection with
is noted:
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The CPA has been desl

Pt at-%

sila v

General d the United State
Exezative Order 10450.

AA
eG
es

An additional characterization of the CPA is _
set forth in the appendix of this report. ﬁ

-
In_comection with [ GGG - ]

followl is noted:
ne K /

SO i 1cca on BN -t ¢ o o~

the 1fth National Conventlon of the CP, United | =
States of America (CP,USA) held December 10, 1959
through December 13, 1959, in New York City, PAUL
ROBESON, JR. was elected to the National Committee

of the CP,USA.

-ll=-
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*

On ade information
available which reflected that PAUL ROBERSON, K6 Jumel

W ]C

N oge

on april 17, 1959, SN aavisea that on o
April 17, 1959, KENNETH BRUTON was elected 7D
Chairman of the New York Steering Committee _
e of the Provisional Organizing Committee for-a -
Marxist-Leninist CP (PoC).

Y
!

j‘:_: telephone number WA 7- was _Known b’)D
*;Lj In connection with— the following b _
;;f:_""_‘j is noted: o T L/

A characterization of the POC appears in the
appendix of this report. {

‘L“'L w0 T CB

.

-f A‘Q. | . j

= ced -
2 Regarding— the following \07 C
2 is noted:
. | <
wlC
/1
e September 9, 1949 edition of the "China &
Daily News! contained an article datelined Shanghai,
rpnri i TIAL .
S | 157
i
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September 8, Associated Press, entitled "Paul Robeson
Invited to Visit Communist China". This article reflected
that after the concert, given by PAUL ROBESON, was'raided
by the mobs" on August 27, the Red Chinese Literary wWorkers!'
Association and the Musical Workers! Association telegraphed
ROBESON thelr sympathy and consolation and asked him to
visit Communist China. : ' -

A characterization of the "China Daily News"
appears in the appendix of this report.

The ahove referred to incident occurred at

Peekskill, New York, on August 27, 1949, and
18 described as follows:

on August 27, 1949

[¢) ad occurred 1n e
evening of that date at a beneflt show put on by PAUL
ROBESON for the Harlem Chapter of the Civil Rights B
Congress (CRC), and under the auspices of People's
Artists, Inc. This concert was held at Lakeland
Acres near Peekskill, New York. According to
ROBESON started to speak and a brick was thrown Oy an
individual in a veteran's group which was picketing &
the meeting. Violence then broke out and resulted in
injuries to several supporters of ROBESON. '

madvised in H that the L
eekskill disorder on August 27, 49, was the ' ;

rowth of a concert glven by singer PAUL ROBESON.
further advised that thls concert was
e under the auspices of the Harlem Chapter

of the CRC. '

The CRC has been designated by the Attorney General
oguthe United States pursuant to Executive Order

-13-
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A characterizastion of People's Artists, Inc. is
set forth in the appendix of this report.
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A characterization of the World Peace Council

annasrs Iin tha annandAdy Af +hise mnanamnts
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III. PROMOTION OF THE SALE OF PAUL
LEROY ROBESON'S BOOK "HERE I STAND"

anfumished information | ——
which reflected that at a mass rally of the National

Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
which was held on Sunday, July 19, 1959, at the Polo Grounds,

15658th Street and Eighth Avenue, New York City, coples of
i20Cth STreet ay Elg s New ¥ LY, coDleg ol

W me Y s s Sof A W -

ROBESON'S book "Here I Stand" were being sold.

T
On W furnished information \
which reflecte a e stributed literature at a N

mass rally of the NAACP, which was held on Sunday, July 19,
1959, at the Polo Grounds, New York City, and attemptis were
also made by the CP to sell the subject's book "Here I Btand".
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on G  :visc: that the ‘

New England Distric¥ CP, USA had worked on selling PAUL
ROBESON's book "Here I Stanad". '

S ' /-

"It 18 to be noted that “Here I Stand" was published — -
by Othello Assoclates, Incorporated.

IV. MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES ABROAD

On August 21, 1959, the United States Department
of State, American Legation, Budapest, Hungary, advised that
the Hungarian newspaper "Esti Hirlap" on August 21, 1959,
carried an interview with PAUL ROBESON, in which ROBESON
stated that "by March I will visit China”.

On September 1, 1959, the United States Department
of State, American Legation, Budapest, Hungary, furnished
a8 translation of an article which appeared in the August
22, 1959, issue of the Hungarian newspaper "Nepszabadsag",
which related to the visit of the subject to Budapest,
Hungary, on August 20, 1959. This article was captioned,
"i1qhoge Are in Majority Who Want Peace' - An Interview with
Paul Robeson Passing Through Budapest", and it read as follows: .

"paul Robeson, the world-famous singer who has been
decorated with the International Lenin Peace Medesl, spent a
few hours in Budapest on Thursday oi. his way to the Rumanian
People's Republic. In the company of ENES, Vice-President

____.—4*- ,
ffung ar
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capital. Vasil OGAGEANU, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentlary of the Rumanian People's Republic, was present
too. Paul Robeson sang & few songs on the stage of the :
open-alr theater on the Margaret Island at the request of

the crowd that surrounded him spontaneously. He then gave

the following interview to a correspondent of the Hungarian -
Telegraphic Bureau: YFor ten years I was a captive in

my own country. I was not allowed to go abroad, I was
impeded from meeting the European fighters of the world's
peace movement, In the course of the ten years I received

a number of letters and messages &Yso from Hungarlans and

the affection and sympathy emanating from their writings
fortifled me. I ﬂas especially touched when I received

Py Y-y ey d=lnm TTestmimon end mem (O F N e

the present of the Hungarian Radio, the records of a radio pl ay
perfommed by Hungarian c¢hildren about my childéhood. I very

well Jnow that the honest people of the world, and among

them the Hungarian workers, helped me immensely to get '
back my passport and thus to accept the thousands of invitations
reaching me from all parts of the world. Now when I am

sperding a very short time in Budapest, I feel the same
alffection and friendship present in the letters and messages

sent to me in the course of my isolation. Next week I am
coming back for a few hours and in autumn for a few days.

Nexttpring I shall spend four or five weeks in the country
giving recitals. I come back though it has been stamped

in my passport: YNot Valid for Hungary®. Nor is my passport
valid for the Chinese People's Republic. Still, I am here
a.nu .L Bl’la.l..l. come DB.GK many more 'Clﬁés aﬁu Bnal..l VJ.BJ.'E bﬂlna L
too. I intend to spend six months of every twelve in the
soclalist countries, in the Soviet Union and the people's
democratic countries. Only six months, because the rest

of the time I want to meet the peace fighters of the capitalist
countries. Recently 25,000 people gathered in Trafalgar
Square to attend a peace meeting where I spoke. 1Its
reverberations have been considerable not only in Britailn,
but also in the United States. The argument used by the

Q+ntas Danantmeant af the Initad States throuchout the nast ten
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years was that I was not an artist, so I had no reason to
travel abroad. Now they have heen given a telling answer.,

I wasthe first American in London to play Shakesperean roles.
I had success there as an artist.!




" Legation, Bucharest, Rumania, made information available on
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YPaul Robeson then spoke about his programs in
Rumania, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, the
Soviet Union, etc. In Bucharest he is goling to attend
a conference on folk-music. The West is now much '
propagating a new type of individualistic music, discarding
traditions and classical music. The apostles of this
new music forget that music 1s rooted in the people and
speaks to the people. The greatest composers, like Enescu,
Mussorgsky, Bartok, fully realized that. Robeson wishes
to sing Bartok in the course of his performances in
Hw:gary. Finally he said: 'I am very optimistic about
the future because those are in majority - Americans,
English, Russians, the peace-loving people of the world -
who are against war and who want peace'.

The United States Department of State, American -
September 3, 1959, which reflected that prior to leaving
Rumania, on August 24, 1959, PAUL ROBESON was quoted in the
press in an interview as stating that, starting this year

he hoped to "live 8ix months in each of the people's
democracies". He said he would first return to Great Britain
to play in "Othello" on September 1, 1959, and would attend
a festival honoring "L'Humanite" in Paris, France. on
September 4, 1959, and would come to Rumania in November,
1959, where he would remalin, at least in the beginning,

for about two months., He salid he would then travel to the

- Soviet Union and to Hungary.

- 18 -
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The February 8, 1960, edition of the "New York
Post" on page 51, carried an article datelined February
8, 1960, Moscow, entitled "Robeson Ends Moscow visit". :
This article reflected that singer PAUL ROBESON bid farewell
to Moscow yesterday after a two and a half week stay in
the Soviet capital. According to this article, before ,
leaving for London, ROBESON stated he has always hoped to
return to the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)
and is proud of Soviet achievements.

-19 -




IR R PR
PR P VIR URERG . I

> 0 BT A el A E S st et M ke R W N T

i et g

k-.;-.,'-‘

NY 100-25857

AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION

According to records of the New York County
Clerk, Amtorg Trading Corporation 1s a New York
corporation formed in 1924, It has acted since then
a8 a buying and selling agency in {the United States
for the Soviet Government. Since 1949, it has been
registered with the Department of Justice urcéer the
provislions of the Forelgn Agents Registration Act,

-20-
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CHICAGO COUNCIL OFAMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP (GCASF)

, Pt

na G G'ailuule 111 bhe / !bd
MMrst Annual Reporg ECASF", an undated publ!ca!ion wH!cH CE
stated that the CCASF was incorporated in July, 1943. '
This document stated "the council's affiliation with the
Natlonal Council of American-Soviet Friendship was validated
August 11.(1943). The present name was adopted to conform
to standard national practice. It should be noted, however,
that the Chicago Council is entirely autonomous; the govern-
ment of 1ts affalrs rests exclusively in the hands of the
Chicago Executive Board'.

A source advised on June 20, 1956, that at an
Executive Committee meeting of the CCASF an officer of the

organization stated that the aim of the council was peaceful
coexlstence and friendship with the USSR.

A second source advised on May 1, 1958, that the
CCASF continues towse its facilities for the purpose of
propagandizing for international peace and cultural exchange
wlth the USSR, Thils source advised that even though the
CCASF claims to be autonomous, leaders of this group are
frequently in contact with and its program follows that of the
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF).

-21-
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CHINA DATLY NEUS

. A confidential source advised on May 8, 1959, that
the "China baily News" (CDN) was founded in 1940 by a group
of Chinese Communists and that the persons who controlled its
policies from then to the present time have all been known
to him as Chinese Communist leaders within the Chilnese
Communist movement in the New Yorlk area, Tals source
advised that to his knowledge, the CDN has followed the
officlal Communist Party line in its editorlal policles
from its founding to the present time, '

IR N eIy T
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source stated that this publiecation is the propaganda
organ for the Chinese Communists in the Unlted States,

Another confidentlal source advised on May 5, 1959,
= ¥ that the CDN follows the communiet line in 1ts editorial
=z policies and that most of its news items are derived from
—_ T comnunist news sources, This individual also stated that
g the CDN selects and writes up news in a manner favorable ~—— '~
= to Comunist China and other communist countries. The

~ On February 16, 1955, the CDN paid a fine of
$25,000.00, and EUGENE MOY, 1ts former managing editor,
who died on December 14, 1958, began serving a one-year
prison sentence after their conviction in the U, Si:
District Court, Southern District of New York, for a
violation of the Trading witih the Enemy Act, 1in connection
wilth the paper's printing of advertisements for Chinese
Communist banks whieh sought to induce Chinese in the
United States to send money to Communist China.
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COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION (CPA)
(May 1944 to July 1945) -

The “Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications',
revised end published as of January 2, 1957, prepared and released
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House
of Representatives, Washington, D, C., contains the following
concern1n§ the Communist Political Association (May 1S44 to -

T1lv 1Qlisl.

I'--‘-J e 'J’. . .

1. Cited as a “"subversive", "Communist" organization which .
sought "to alter the form of government of the United
States by unconstitutional means."

' (Attorney General Tom Clark, letter to Loyalty Review
Board, released September 21, 13848.) e

2. "# # % after gssuming the name of the Communist Political
Association on May 20-23, 1944, for strateglc reasons,
the party resumed the name of the Communist Party of

the United States on July 26-28, 1945."

{(committee on Un-American Activities, House Report

209 on "The Communist Party of the United States as an
Agent of a Foreign Power," April 1, 1947, p.29; &lso
cited in House Report 1694 on "Organized Communism

in the United States," May 28, 1954, originally released
August 19, 1953, pp. 114 and 120, and House Repart 22i4
on "The Communist Conspiracy," Part I, Section E, May
29, 1956, p. 3.)

e ke
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NATIONAL GUARDIAN

The "Guide to Subversive Organilzations and
Publications,” revised and published as of January 2,
1957, preparsd and released by the Committee on Un-
Amerlican Activities, Un'ted States House of Representatives,
Washirgton, D,C,, contains the following concerning the
"Navional Guardian": :

"1.

"Natforal Guardian

tEsteblished by the American Labor Party
in 1947 as a "progressive" weekly, # * ®
Altinough 1t denies having any affiliation
with the Communist Party, it has
manifested ltself from the beglinning

as a virtual officlal propaganda armef =

Soviet Russia.!

(Committee on Un-American Activities,
Ieport, 'Trlial by Treason: The Natlonal
Ccmmittee to Secure Justlce for the
Rosenberzs and Morton Sobell,! August 25,
1956, p. 12)"
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PEOPLES ARTISTS, INC.

CONEYPRTIAD

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations
and Publieations," dated May 14, 1951, prepared
and released by the Committee on Un-American Activities,
United States House of Representatives, Washingten, D.C.,
contains the following concerning Peoples Artists, Inc.:

"Peoples Artists, Inc.
"l, Cited as a Communist front.

{California Committee on Un-American
Activities, Report, 1948, p. 392)."
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PROVISIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FOR A
MARXIST-LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY (POC);

also known as Provisional Organlzing Committee
for the Reconstitution of a Marxist-Leninist
Party; Provisional Committee for the
Reconstitution e¢f the Marxist-Leninist
Comnunlst Party; Provisional Committee to
Reconstitute the Communict Party, USA

The September, 1953, i1ssue of "The Marxist-
Leninist Vanguard,” which is self identified as being
published by tre "Provisional Qrgzanizing Committee for
a Marxist-Leninist Communist Party," contains an article
on page 1 entitled "Coumunist Conference" which reflects
that a confeience was heid in New York City, August 16 and 17,
1958, "to gnarantee the survival of Marxism-Leninism in the
USA," At thls conference a call was issuved for the formation
of a "Provisional Organizing Committee for the Reconstitution
of a Marxist-Leninist Party." .. .. . .. . -

In the same issue nf "The Marxist-Leninist
Vanguard"” there 1s contained "A Declaration" which
reacs in part:

S "Therefore, we of the Marxist-Leninist caucus
of the old Party, having met in a natlonal conference
on August 16th - 17th, 19583, have ernstituted murselver
as a Provisional Cenmittee for the Reconstitution of the
Marxist-Leninist Communist Party."

The October, 1958, issue of “The Marxist-Leninist
Vanguard” on page 1 contains an article entitled, "5
Questions” which stated, "our aim 1s to forge ahead in
our movemen?, and later, Jjoln in a constitutional convention
with any other mnvement which is fighting for the creation
of a genuine Communist vanguard party."

A source advised mn Januvary 5, 1959, that the
organization known as the Provisional Committee to Recon-
stitute the Communist Party, USA, 1s alsc knowm as the
Provisional Organlizing Committee for a Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party,
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U. S. FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
(SEVENTH WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL)

On August 4, 1958, a confidentlal source made
avalleble & background statement on the Tth World Youth
Festlval, distributed by a U, S. Festival Commlittee then in
the process of organization 1n New York City. This statement
sets fortli that the Festival 1ldez is supported by the World
Federation of Democratic Youth (clted as a Communist
organization in the House Committee on Un-American Activities
(HCUA) Gulde to Subversive Organizations and Publicatlons,
January 2, 1957, page 94), with headquarters in Budapest,
Hungary, and the International Union of Students (ecited as =
Communist organization in the HCUA Gulde, above, on page 48)
wlth headquarters in Prague, Czechoslovakia., It was decided
to hold the Ttn World Youth Festival in Viernna, Austria,

_ Guring the summer of 1959, o
This source advised in Aprll, 1959, that the U, S.

Festival Committee 18 located at 246 Fifth Avenue, New York

City, and is still active.

The statement made avallable by the above source
on August 4, 1958, sets forth that "The Festival has as its
alm the desire to promote understanding and friendly
cooperation between the youth of nations of the world."

Another source on October 3, 1958, made avallable
information concerning a Reglonal Youth Conference of the
Communist Party, USA, held in New York City on September 27,
1958. The Youth Festival to be held in Vienna was discussed
and those attending were urged to get delegates to attend
this Festival and to help raise money to defray delegates
expenses.

-27-
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WORLD PEACE COUNCIL

The "Guide to Subversive Orgenizations and Publications",
revised and published as of January 2, 1957, prepared and released
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, Unlted States House
of Representatives, Washington, D, C., contains the following
concerning the World Peace Councll: -

1. Cited as having been formed at the conclusion of the
Second World Peace Congress in Warsaw and which was
heralded by the Moscow radio as "the expression of the
determination of the peoples to take into thelir own
hands the struggle for peace."

{Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report .. = .=
378 on the Communist "Peace" Offensive, April 25, 1951, =~
originally released April 1, 1951, p. 38.3 _
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of details‘ Te 1, tHo date is

NY Office coples of report heve been changed,
. Informetion in details of report, which was received

under "Top Secret® classification has been removed from the
details and included in the Cover Pages, so that the classifi

cation of the report my be kept "Confidential®, which will
make for greater disseminatione
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' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, New York
March 8, 1960

NY 100-25857

ference is made to the report of Special Agent _
at New York, dated and captioned as above. (/

ant W ere 1n & posttion” ._ |

reliable information.

?has furnished both relisble and unreliable
information In the past. 157
The sources used to characterize the Ghicaﬁo Councll

of Amerlcan-Soviet Friendship, the "China Daily News", the
Provisional Organizing Committee for a Marxist-Leninist

Communist Par d the tival Committee,
have

This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is

the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and is
loaned to your agency; it and 1ts contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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CONFLIR\TIAL
“
NY 100-25857
DETAILS: .
—_— , II:JFFURMATIONCONTAINED
, 1. BACKGROUND DATA  IoosINISUNCLASSIFIEp .
- - oPl WHCRE SHOWY , . .453———‘
A. Residence and Employment OTHIRGISE - :

' Y .
Regarding the subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON,
the following is noted: \

Madviaed o‘ that ESLANDA ©
was & Communist Party (CP) member in i:)
1945, but that she does not hold herself out

as & Comunist and deniles membership in the CP.

The CP has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450. . o
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NY 100-25857

Inmdvised that on '
August 1, 19 e Seventh World Youth Festival, which

was held in Vienna, Austria, from July 26, 1959 to August
4, 1959, PAUL ROBESON, SR. appeared at a meeting of the
delegates, sepoke a few words complaini of a sore throat,
and sang approximately five songs. urther advised
that PAUL ROBESON, SR. was enthusi received and
acclaimed, \ /’ \

\

The United States Festival Committee sent delegates
to the above-mentioned Seventh WOrld Youth Festival.

T
A characterization or the United States Festival LO _L/
Committee appears in tpe aprendix of this report.

m_amsed that he f
learned that Unlted States youth at the Seventh World

Youth Festival, mentioned above, were most impressed
by the Paul Robeson Peace Rally held Qt the festival.,

mﬁ advised that he
learned that PAUL ROBESON sang severai songs at a rally

at the Seventh World Youth Festival, mentioned above,

one of which was a Chlnese lullaby, which aroused cheers

from the Chinese delegation. \\ ‘é:
-

1




A characterization of the World Peace Council
appears in the appendix of this report.

NY T—13, a corfldentilal sourge abroad, advised
in August, 1959, that an Associated Press dispaten from
Vienna, Austria, under the date August 4, 1959, reported -
that the subject had addressed a meeting for youths from
Asia and Africa at the Seventh World Youth Festival. This
dispatch reported that ROBESON spoke on "Restriction of
Negro Rights in the United States" and that several
American youths 1n the audience reported that they had
been denied an opportunity to .question ROBESON regarding
his statements as they were shouted down by others in

attandanrns
Tl WV wliWibAd i e 8

NY T-14, a econfidential source abroad, advised on
August 13, 1959, that the August 11, 1959 issue of "L'Humanite",
a French CP newspaper, contained an article which indicated
that PAUL ROBESON was scheduled to appear at the festival
of "L'Humanite" at Meudon, France, in the near future.
This article also indicated that PAUL ROBESON, who is one \

of the greatest living singers, had not visited France
in ten years. This article further indicated that PAUL
ROBESON's acceptance of "L'Humanite's" invitation to appear

at this festival 4Andicated his desire to work for the cause

of peace and justice. " -




NY 100-25857 s
NY T-14, a confidential source sbroad, also
advised on September 11, 1959, that the Septembér 5, 1959,
issue of "L'Humanite" contained an article which described
ROBESON's arrival at Orly Airport, Paris, France, on .
September 4y 1959, This article stated that ROCER.COUCATITE 3

Atia AL ol T W W W wh  WeELA W ALWALT WAL U U LD

and ANDRE/STIL, members of the Central Committee of the
CP oI France, were present among others at the airport -
to welcome ROBESON to Paris. This article in .part concerns
an interview with ROBESON in which he mentions his early
chlldhood and to some extent discBsses his musical
impressions. In concluding this 2ntérview, ROBESON states
that he has always been proud to be a colored American

and has always been conscious of the struggle which the
workers and the colored people have in common. @ -~

ol o ST

N -
The September 21, 1959 issue of the "National
Guardian" on page 12, carried an article in the "Spectator”
column, entitled "M' Great Day for Meudon", This article

\ <
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\\"Paul Robeson then spoke about his programs in
Rumania, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, the
Soviet Union, ete. In Bucharest he is going to attend
& conference’pn folk-music. The West is now much’ : .
propagating a mew type of individualistic musie, discarding
traditions and ‘¢classical music. The apostles of this
new music forget:.that music 18 rooted in the people and B
speaks to the people. The greatest composers, like Enescu,
Mussorgsky, Bartok, fully realized that. Robeson wishes
to sing Bartok in the course of his performances in :
Hungary. Finally he gaid: 'I am very optimistic about
the future because those are in majority-- Americans,
English, Russians, thé peace-loving people of the world -
who are against war and who want peace/'"

_ : B o VAR el
The Unlted States Department of State, American
Legation, Bucharest, Rumanla, made information available on
September 3, 1959, which reflected that prior to leaving Rumania,
on August 24, 1959, PAUL ROBESON was quoted in the prest in an
interview as stating that, starting this year he hoped
to "live &ix months in each of the people's democracies"
He said he would first return to Great Britain to play 1n
"Othello" on September 1, 1959, and would attend a festival
honoring "LiHumanite" in Paris, France, on September 4, 1959,
and would come to Rumania in November, 1959, where he would
remain, at least in the beginning, for about two months.
He said he would then travel to the Soviet Union and to

Hungary . //




conFITIAL

NY 100-25857 /
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'Ih\e February 8, 1960 edition of the #'New York Post"
on page 51, carried an article datelined February 8, 1960,
Moscow, entitled "Robeson Ends Moscow Visit". This article
reflected that singer PAUL ROBESON bid farewell to Moscow
yesterday after & two and a half week stay in the Soviet
capital. According to this article, before leaving for
London, ROBESON stated he has always hoped to return to the
Union of Soviet Soclialist Republics (USSR) and is proud of
Soviet achlevements. '

v /.
\
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RE] DATE: March 8, 1960

“{) T0 i , Director, FEI (100-12304) 10
From o] / “legat, London {100-1182)

SUBJBCT: PAUL LEROY ROBESON
I3-¢. AL IEFCRATION CONTAINGD _ |

' ' \ HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED , L |

{ 00: New York HCEPTWHERESHOW! e e . e

Re New York letter to the Bureau 1-27-60, C ‘l)
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This case is being ‘placed in an RUC status subject to
being reopened upon receipt of additional information, (“) /C/
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RE: PAUL LEROY ROBESON

This document contains neither recommendations nor ‘é
conclusions of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI and is .= .
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SUBJECT:  pPAUL LEROY ROBESON
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

___\_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

% Deleted under exemption(s) (b\d(\ ) with no segregable

material available for release to you.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

(] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency{ies):
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

— — Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

]  For your information:

% The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
TRT Head ques exs £ \o0r12200- 596 (Endssore)

XXXXXX XXX XXX KK XXXXX
DELETED PAGE®S) X
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UNITED STATES GOVl ?:NMENT %J -
Memoranaum
TO ! DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304)

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-56680)
SUBJECT: &
JECT: ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON, aka.
SECURITY MATTER - C .
N ,}/ © (00: New York)

!

The following is set forth for the information N\

of the Bureau: ™
™

On 4/21/60,
has furnishe

J
protect by T symbol), who LD
- viged that

on¢ | PHIL—ROBINSON,
S wife, HALOIS MOOREHEAD'
hospital in Moscow, Russia, wh
ESLANDA ROBESON.

SON, is currently in a - -
e;‘fzhe shares a room with

X«

ALL INTOTZN . TICN CONTAIRED £xT. BY )
i IS UnCLASSITIED CLiSsgiz-;Cm 11, 1—2.4?'7%‘__
CZPT VIEELE SHOAN - RE o ~it3=

STLERAISE SR DATE OF REVIEW

D Ly T et

s e v T -

X 104
» 100-12304) (RM
Cg- 53?%31-1({ (100-%66230& )
JJE:ras A
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&0"’ g -upf/ )
e H'., M
/J/

G2 MAY 17 1960
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Z. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[ Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

O

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
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, wag/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— . Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies),
as the information originated with them. You will
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e ybirector, FBI (100-12304) COVIENTIAL 1\re. May 27, 1960 /]
Ll ‘1
H FROM l JELM

Legat, London (100-1182) /-I2q/

w -
' . & EXT. BY 5_[:_5_&,,!#_—
SUBJECT:  PAUL LEROY?OBESON g}iggn-‘i‘cm 11, 1-2.4.2
3-c DATE OF BEVIEW _—mstmmnp ot

00: NY . . . 5-27-

Remylet 4/13/60,

On 5/24/60 Mr, WALTER M, WALSH, American Consul, United
States Embassy, London, advised that PAUL ROBESON appeared
at the Embassy to make application for a new passport and while
at the Embassy submitted an affidavit concerning his travel
in August, 1959, to Hungary, It is noted that Bungary is an
area prohibited to American travelers except by special per-
misslon, ROBESON's statement is contained in memorandum the
original and four coples of which are enclosed, This arfidavit

was witnessed by Mr., WALSH on May 17, 1960, (“

ince wishe 0 remain in the
United Kingdom until September, 1960, this also forced him to
appear at the American Embassy to make application for his pass- ' _
port and to answer quesyions the State Department wished to g
ask him about his travel to Hungary. It should also be noted C
that the American Embaspy, London, has tried repeatedly since

late 1959 to get ROBESOM to come to the Embassy to answer thes

questions w0 BLEBWer Théess
L ] (c)
As .subjJect continues to reside in the United Kingdom and

higs status 1 cided by either the State Department br_
W this case 1s maintained in a pending
us an € Dure! be further advised, ( ‘ I

P ) . |
5 - Bureau, Efics, 5§37/ MR O . _
I(,ondgn ow Tork %’?- 2595) ¢ M /00-/330%' j E

)

1 - . ‘f- -
AgM:ic o ‘
skitifd b ;
O oy iy SYaNGRNE | 10 o 1 100
r'i‘-“l Rcc'd —— - Dill Declﬂs {iﬂ“o _.d.sg-i—l-‘-i}—.;—"—'-’ RN 1 R %0-\)
ﬁ-he Forw, £ - & oo | M T kel ‘gﬁ
ow Fony, - T l \




ALL INFOR

‘|eD

Y .sf—ﬂg'f

S

'l
iy
b

~~
1S

1B

HEREL

”r/ﬂ.B

DATE /=75

UNITED STATES DEP'RTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUBEAUaﬁﬂlNVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25,D. &
May 27, 1960

S EORATION CORTAINED
Re: PAUL LEROY ROBESON ki

e )

SREHS URCLASSIFIED

b \J'-...r‘qu

DATE 4=s9-5¢_BY g5 €yfds)_

The following is & statement glven by ROBESON in .
the form of an affidavit, subscribed and sworn to before American

Consul WALTER M, WALSH at the American Embassy, London, on
May 17, 1960,

"I, PAUL ROBESON, was born at Princeton, New Jersey
on April 9, 1898. I am the holder of American passport

1145187 issued to me by the Department of State, Washington
on June 25, 1958,

"In August 1959, I travelled to Bucharest to fulfill
engagements there, I travelled from Amsterdam on a KIM o
Dutch Airliner to Budapest, where I had to change planes as
the plane I was travelling on was going to Turkey., I was at
Budapest Alrport for no more than 3 hours during which time

a reporter from a nevwspaper or radio (I cannot remember which)
interviewed me, I was asked 1f I would come to Hungary and
g8ing, I said I would 1ike to very much, I also said that I
would be coming back agaln next week, as at that time it was
my bellef I would have to change planes again in Budapest, I
also stated that I hoped to come back again cne day for recitals,
I made this statement knowing that Olympic athelets and a
lawyer whom I know personally and many other people had been
granted permission to travel in Hungary, and it was my inten-
tion to make application to the Department of State, for
travel to Hungary at some future date, had the ban not been
l1ifted, I would also like to add that whilst I was walting

at the Alrport in Budapest, word got around that I was there,
and I was taken on a tour of the City.

"With regard to the statement supposed to have been
made by me that I would vigit China in March, I have never
said that, I may have said that I would like to visit China
at some future date, and would probably make application to
the Department of State for permlssion to do so, I could -
not have travelled to China in March even if I had wanted too .
as I had committments in Great Britain, I would like to state
that the repoffér who lnterviewed me could not speak English
and the 1nterp;onor did not speak English at all well,"

;genqj_{/ s P ;/a-f//
9. Rec'd
Date Forw. &-7 g0 St = SR setf — (f
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Ojﬁca Mem(, amdztm « UNITED ST ?"*
DIRECTOR, FBI (100 ~12304)
SAC, NEW YORK (100-56680) oy

ES GOVERNMENT

pate 6/16/60
TIAL

J | 7
o ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON - U‘
. (oo:ny) . REASON-FCINM 11, 'i'z . 21/3
' ‘ OF REVIEW '
DATE O 7= 19 ?/ \0
Re report of SA dated 11/16/59, Y/(
at New York and WFOQ letter To New York, dated 5/24/60. (°§>

3 copies of instant letter are designated
for the Bureau for dissemination to the Legat lLondon,

confidential sources utlilized in the characterization
of the United States Festival Commlittee are set forth as
follows in the order of their use: - ‘

Ccy m o e

HOW FORW.
BY .

g (Encls. 5) (RM)

PAUL ROBESON ) L&#L;%E) / jﬁ L@Z -LW




EA o o)

NY 100-56680

This letterhead memo 1s classified confidential
8ince unauthorized disclosure of this information would
reveal a confidentlal technique of continuing value and
affect its future effectiveness. ( U

CONFIDMAL ﬁ ;J
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‘Esf;ﬁda Cordozo Robeson

U.S. FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
(SEVENTH WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL)

on August 4, 1958, a cenfidential seurce made

available a background statement on the 7th World Youth
Festival, distributed by a U.S. Featival Committee then in the
proceas of erganlzatien in New York City. This statement
sets forth that the Festlval idea is supperted by the Werld
Federatien ef Democratic Youth {(cited as a Cemmunist
organization in the House Committee on Un-American Activities
§HCUA) Gulde te Subversive Organizatiors and Publications,

anuary 2, 1957, page 94), with headquarters in Budapest,
Hungary and the Internaticnal Unien ef Students (cited as &
Cormunist erganization in the HCUA Guide, abeve, en page 48)
with headquarters in Prague, Czecheslevakla. It was decided
to held the Tth Werld Youth Festival in Vienna, Austria
during the summer of 1859,

S This Bourée advised in April 1959, that the v.s.
Festival Cemmittee 1s lecated at 246 Fifth Avenue, New York
City, and 1s still active.

The statement made available by the abeve sesurce
en August 4, 1958, sets forth that "The Festival has as its
aim the desire to promete understanding and friendly
ceeperation between the yeuth eof natiens ef the werld."

Another seurce en @cteber 3, 1858, made available
infermatlien cencerning a Regional Yeuth Cenference of the
. Cemmunlst Party, USA, held in New Yerk City en September 27,
1958. The Yeuth Festival te be held in Vienna was discussed
and these attending were urged to get delegates te attend
this Festival and te help raise money to defray delegates

expenses.

The conflidentlial sources used to characterize
the United States Festival Committee have furnished reliable
information in the past.
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Oﬂice Memomndum UNITED STKT}':S GOVERNMENT

To . DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 5/15/50
RoM : SAC, SAN JUAN (100-6246) ' U‘
; | (3
g\ sowmr PAwL reroy KoBESON | (‘“ | i
W SECURITY MATTER - C : | | ,cw/ \’—]
- :

(00: NEW YORK)

1960 issue of the San Juan Dairy,\o
h» related . (;_
¢t was schedule en” & e Flamboyan

Club, in San Juan on July 1, 1960.

In view of Wbackground he will .
not be interviewed at e to determine the source

of his information concerning the subject.

San Juan 1s alerting informants and will follow
- ———-----—- the activities of the subject should he aetually ——*— —— -
- appear in San Juan.

New York i1s requested to rurnish background
information which would be of assistance to San Juants
investigation, and to advise of subject's departure

from New York, " L‘ F")n”n#‘ﬁn\r‘n’“kTA‘NED.
R LY -
LEREL IS UHCLASSIFIED

ch Lty BASAEE

[ s | |
% ~ New York (100-82557) REC- 3! (wfpzsoﬁ- 6 o0
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1. .Yr. Coakley
T . » o ::l,zs:f“,

Sac, San Juan (100-6246) June 27, 1960

@ 12 Director, FBI (100-12304)- Lee B
e A\NED, ./T"f..«k

; ALLl“FD“‘” ¥ .
o® PAUL LEROY ROBESON - r,rn
¥ SECURITY MATTER - C HEREIN IS UKCLASSIFIE

b\ R,

Re San Juan letter 6/16/60, cop:les of Ihich R
" a 1 .-

‘ For San Juan's infomation, Robeson l‘ho is

a Security Index subject, was still residing {n London,
England, as of late May, He recently a'l'fprrnfprl to

obtain an extension of stay in the United nﬁdom and

to get his United States o decision 19
has been made by he State

?artment regar 'S attempts 1In this respect,
+har 'Aﬂﬂnn e o

nor New York has forwarded any information
regard:ng a possible appearance on the part of Robeson - T
in Puerto Rico. From available facts, it does not appear

that subject anticipates appearing in'Puerto Rico in the
near future.

London and New York continue 10 furnish
gertinent information regarding subject's
uture p ans .

activities or

atior ondon and New York, | 7 ), -
W has :m \076
; Tﬁ 8 reputed to De sonewhat of a

us, San Juan does not anticipate contact

P vrith him :ln order to corroborate his story regarding . . .
" . Robeson's appearance in San Juan. 4
_ _ MAILED 19 ‘ o
7 = Inandan £10AN Y1 0m\ [ 4 » 2 S - . s aED
& = MONUON \iVV-116Z)  (Enclosure)) pm24 15U : s
2 = New York (100-82557) connEl Y} ,{_;/ R

( el
1 - Foreign Liaison (route through for review)« i "‘(,{’ !{ /' |
q T : )

- ot
ANV AL UIN IL LA e . f

Tolson — By relet 5&11 Juan advised that agcording tg "San uan Diary

Parsoms Rob 65 schcduled to agpear at a night cluib in San Juan as

Belmont 57) ?6 Facts available do not support this story. San Juan

Deloneh requestea New York to forward pertinent information and verify
departure from New York, Subject residing in England,

Cleyl of relet enclosed for London,

Malone
McGuire
Rosen
Tamm
Trotter
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UNITED STATES GOVE!?HMENT S é
Memorandum
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) DATE:  6/24 /60
?,fr FROM ! SAC, NEW YORK {100-6346)
A
,.  SUBJECT: %UL LEROY gOEE:SON
: - = -
'v// (00: New York)

Re San Juan letter to Director, 6/16/60.

Relet advised that information was received at
San Juan that PAULFOEESON was scheduled to "open" at
the Flamboyan, in San Juan, on §/1/60, .
NYQO has no information re the above announcement.,
PAUL ROEESON is currently residing at 45 Connaught Square,
London, England, and was recently employed as an actor,
77 playing the role of OTHELLO at Stratford - Upon - Avon,
England, In additlion he has traveled in Austria, R ia,
Hungary and Russia. He was born on 4/9/98, at Prirffton,
NJ, and holds American Passport 1145187 issued by tHe

Department of State on 6/25/58,

San Juan 1s requestcd to advise the NYO of any
additional information received re subject's visit to San

Juan.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED,
,l HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .
8% DATE 1= 19-9!_BY s2-cdglde’

2-8an Juan(100-62
1-New York (100-25857) 12 JUN 28 1950
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FD-36 {Fev. 12-13-56)
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1
Date: 6,/30/60 :
Tronsmit the following in PLATN TEXT ]
{Type in plain text or code) :
Via AIRTEL AIR MATL A
{Priority or Method of Mailing) i
________________________________________________ S U S
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) e
FROM:

SAC, SAN J'U%N (100-6246)

PAUL IEROY ROBESON
IS - C
00: New York

Re San Juan letter 6/16/60,

Flamboyan Club, San L"7C—
Juan, Puerto Rlco, advised 6/29/60 that subject is not
identlcal with ROBESON who will open at Flamboyan Night Club
from 7/1/60,

Discontinue,

— e O v ————— s -

w

]

L)
S

b

/L

RUC:"
g ')- Bureau (RM)
'ui‘.]é)l)%:aro 138 1I5JUL 2 1950
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED S J‘)
Sﬁ;““ 1S UHICLASSIFIED @9
E 13- €/ BY sf-504 5 flo)’ 2NN
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Pgris 8, Frence

‘Date:  July 18, 1960

To:  Director, FBI (100-12304) .- N

From: Legal ‘Attac'he,. Paris (100-715) ,

Subjecti PAUL LEROY ROBESON . . = 2 :
g INTERNAL SECURITY - C = . -

The July }, 1960, issue of l'Humanite, the French
daily Cormunist Party newspaper, indicated that the Commmist
festival held each year sponsored by Humanite is presently
being planned. It indicated that considerable trouble is
- being experienced in finding a suitable place since the govern-
f - - —— .-ment has falled to approve four sites thus far proposgsed.. The . . .
article indicated that PAUL ROBESON who was the chief performer
at the last rally held in September 1959, has promised to .
- participate in this year's activities, (j{ - o <§_1

\

k|

. . ” -

Z .

‘We will continue to follow this. (6{) | <:
~ CLASS. & EXT. BY ¢f- I~1%-
REASON-FCIM II, 1-2.4.2 o

P DATE OF RSVIEN ) ~7}4- 97 : )'\

2 = Bureau T

1 - London {100-1182) sent direct "*¥JZ§ :
1 - Paris b/ o e R T
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_=* JNITED STATES GO\EZNMENT . Q

-~ Memorandum -~ - = -

T0 i DIRECTGR, FBI (100-12304) pate:  7/27/60
FROM @  GAC, WFO (100-19021) -

SUBJECT:  PAUL L'EROQ(BES(N
1S-C
(00:NY) R

- ."
LA

.:!

o -

Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 copies and for New York
2 copies of a letterhead memo concerning subject's application
for a renewal of passport. |

is informatio furnished SA qon L)
Legal Division, Passport ice. C

T
7/22/60, by
' — advised that the American Embassy was

authorized to renew this passport and was requested to advise — —| -
the Degqrtment of State when the passport is renewed and of
the subject's travel plans.

When this information is made available Bureau and
New York will be advised.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION e

w2

[ 14
WASHINCTOR 25, 0. &

July 27, 1960

PAUL LEROY ROBESON ‘

i On July 22, 1960, the file maintained by the Passport
Office, United States Department of State, for Pau Leroy Robeson
disclosed that on Ma 17111960 Robeson applied for a renewal

‘og gis passport, number 45185, which was issued on June 25,

-
58.

ave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace, New

’ He
York City, and his current address as 45 Connaught Square, London,
England. ,

. On Juiy_14 1960, the Passport Office authorized the
American Embassy” in London, England, to remew Robeson's passport.

' F
No addit i

ditional information is contained in this file.

,ﬂ// o7 ¢
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Oﬁiw Memd;'.f AU + UNITED ST

- :5_ i: ’
STATES GOVERNMEI\{T
T  : Director, FBI (100-12304) CONJSRENTIAU pare. July 26, 1960

rzox \'y¥Tegat, London (100-1182)(100-1666)
y ALL INTORMATION CONTAIRED

SUBJECT: ° PAUL LEROY ROBESON HERTIN IS UNCLASSIFIED o
-c EHOEPT WHESE SHORN

y HERWISE ... "2 .. . ' -J9.
ESLANDA CORDOZO”ROBESON . o 122 - * / 1-13-%/
SM - C TLASS. & EXT. BY__,&;AJ"[_&
D . : ’ X REASOY-FCIM II, 1-2.4.2 z

DATE OF REVIEW___/comdmcaay Ty

7-26-70
. Re New York letter to the Bureau 6-16-60 caption:é
"ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON, SM ~ C" and mylet to the Bureau captioned
"PAUL LEROY ROBESON, IS - C," 5-27-60. |

Mr. WALTER WALSH, American Consul, Passport Section,
Amerlcan Embassy, London, advised on July 25, 1960, that authorij;ﬁ%
has Just been received from the State Department, Washington, to e
issue him a new passport. The British Home Office has been re- -
Juctant to grant PAUL and his wife a further stay in the Unitead
Kingdom until such time as PAUL obtained & valid travel document.
It appears the ndey passport will be issued shortly, therefore the

British Home Office will voice no oppoglition to have PAUL and ESLANDA
ROBESQ -

: As thei‘_e;.";ire"h’a further leads owtstanding at this time .
these cases are being placed in an RUC stdtus s tsect to being

reopened on recelipt of additional information, ('« o
- g (o0 /23 %405
7 - _o.‘.i‘c,\.‘\vl“._d.\‘l‘\“:

02" ew vork, 100-2585;%‘&1130-56680) 5 JUL 291960
2 - London (100-1182){100-1666 )y o/ crf s,
P

ACM:MAH A - RED. ReCD __ —
( A[}G 5 195\.‘ DATE fom'.a‘ef’_%q.




{-\ THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED $STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

Date:  August 16, 1960

To: Director, FBI (100-12304) , |
From: . Legal Attac . Pa.!‘i 8 ( 100-715) : !'-Aé-“: ) C?:..na..l.t. F::T.AINED
/ @ _ B‘-——-i is LaCLASSIFIE_Q
e Subject: PAUL LEROY “WOBESON o CEPT WHERE Suogy .
INTERNAL SECURITY - G LHERWISE

Re Paris let 7/18/60, (lpl)

cr.A5s. & EXT. BY
REASON-FCIM II, 1
DATE OF REVIEW

3-16- 10 Classified §
P Exempt fr
2 - Bureau Date o,

1 - London (100- 1182) sent direct
l - Paris
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C oy G D
" THE FOREIGN SERVICE E

OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
Paris 8, France SE

: September 1, 1960 ) _
T St Y AR
ot Director, FBI (100-12304) =~ - - - o _ -

. . I;U.J;
Legat, Par (100-715) . . . . . (_\\ bl?-—(ﬂ-
e e TLASS. & EXT. 3‘15%@
» . Subjest: PAUL LEROY ROBESON REASON-FCIM II, 192.4.2 /
o ) ~ INTERNAL SECURITY = €  DATE OF REVIEW e

| q_/',. ?o
Re Paris 1etter_8/16/60.(14) L

 Enclosed herewith for the completion of Buresau
files is a photograph of the sub ject which appeared in
"L'Humanite," the French daily Communist Party newspaper,

on 9/1/60. (wy

o The subject, according to this paper, will take
part in the annual Communist Party Testival,which is

sponsored by "L'Humapite," on 9/4-5/60 at La Courneuve, a
suburb of Paris.tdj : c

\ol

A

‘

1
1
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=3 .
T ' | W
T Additlonal data developed in this matter will be

s -

)

furnished to the Bureau and Legat, London, (‘{)

b P

= 2 - Bureau {Encl.) !

5 1 - London (100-1182) (sent direc

: 1 - Paris : o
LPK:mas ;

. ”‘l‘q) Classificd by




AtL \hFO?”F\TlCd Co! ~!TA|NF.D
HEREI ANRHN v

L{HUMANITE Issue September 1,1960

/00 - IRSCH T (,h.u |
ENCLOSURE




| e B (Lﬁt_g SR d
" FEDERAL BUREAUDOF INVESTIGATION 1

INTERNAL SECURITY - C Lo

CONFIITIAL
Raporting Qifice Otfice of Origin Investigative Pariod
__NEW YORK NEW YORK 9/7/60 3/9/60 - 8/30/60
TITLE GOF CASE Report mumds by Trped By:
— i) |
CHARACTER OF CASE [ —

T e

17 ek

‘:§“?J

'§ REFERENCE :
; Report of SA
=1 at New York.
kY T ey .
' ““‘a ST LT
:?”Z; E .
e ADMINISTRATIVE

The subject PﬁUL IEROY ROBESON, is a key figure
of the NYO. 7Y

100-56680, Bufile 100- 12304 is carried on the SI of the

- NYO. OA) Craco. & TYT. BY BJ—JJLJLJ—

—!FP}-FN*“ II _F [ 2
DATE OF EEVIEW - )

Subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROEESON, NY file ;4.8

Approved {// stAm' Do not write In spaces below

Copies muade:

@ Bureau {100- 12304)(RM)

3 « New York (1 25857)

“ SEP Qﬁ 196D

MGENCY Jgfi/e-t 10 T o Lotr)
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NY 160-25857

ADMINISTRATIVE ( CONTINUED)

‘Mr. PAUL HOYLEN, Consul American Embassy,
London, advised that ROBESON's passport expires in June,
1960, and that the Embassy upon instructions from the
Department of State, Washington, have sent numerous
communications to subject requesting that he answer certain
questions about his travel to Hungary in order that
they can further decide whether to renew his passport.

Mr. HOYLEN stated as of April 8, 1950, no answer has been - -

recelved from subject regarding this m::ﬂ:i:.er.("l

: Mr. WALTER WALSH, American Consul, Passport
Section, American Embassy, London, advised on July 25, 1960 ,

that authority has Jjust been received from the e Depart-

ment, Washington, to issue him a new

i

- C -
COVER PAGE




NY 100-25857

_LEAD (CONTINUED)
NEW YORK (Continued) = -

—

_ Will continue to follow and report his :
activities while abroad and in the US upon his retum.&A)..

|
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FD-305% {Rev, 1-25-60)

NY 100- =25857
. SubJect's name 1s included in GON
2;__4 The data appearing Gy kR Seeurit® IMex
current,
3. [::]Changes on the Securlty Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
4.[X A suitable photograph [ X 1s [ ] is not available.
5.[X7] Careful conslderation has been glven to each source .
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those
Instances where the 1dent1ties of the sources must
. be concealed, . -
6.[ ] Subject 1s emnloved 1n a key facilitv and
is charged with security responsibility. nteresfed
agencles are . .
7.[X 1 This report is classified
{(state reason)

because

8. Subject previously 1nterviewed (dates) B f&
X_} Subject was not relnterviewed because (state reason)
he 1s not reslding in the US.

9,1 Thls case no longer meets the Security Index criteria
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
- mending cancellation of the Security Index card.
10.[X] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
Securlty Index criteria and it continues to fall
within such criteria because (state reason) ROBESON
was National Chairman of the Council on African Affairs
until its dissolution in June, 1855. He has had
close contacts with national leaders of the CP, USA.
He has publicly pralsed the Sovet Union while abroad,
He was elected Vice-President of the British-Soviet
Friendship Sodety 1n May, 1959, and has been actlive
in functions sympathetic to COmmunism abroad :
during 1960,

~11.[X7] Subject's SI card [X] 1s [ ] 1s not tabbed Detcom,

SubJect's activitles [X]do | ] do not warrant Detcom
tabbing,

T
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NY 100-25857
INFORMANTS
Identity of Source © ... - . File Number Where Located

100-25857-4255.,7"

100-25857-4256

100-25857-4225 \/( O)

TR PR

ik

[N

At New York, New York

e s e

Will remaln alert for inforﬁation'concerning
the return of ROBESON to the US. (0‘

Y
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FD-204 (Rev. -3-50) (f‘ -

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Field Office File No: 3y 100__25857 N Bureow File No.: 100-12304

e PAUL LEROY ROBESON ALT INTOTMATIOR CONTAINED
T 1S YROLASSIFIED
EXCEP? WAERE SHOWN
OTHERWISEs, "

Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Synopsis:

ebrated May Day -~ 1900, 1n Edinburgh,
Scotland and spoke to a group of Scottish
miners; participated in the "third annual
press festival" in East Berlin on Junel$§,
1960, sponsored by the East German CP.

An article written by PAUL ROBESON about

htia tvin tn Bucois annoasred 4h "'Mn'nnﬂnn
b a2 L E LIJ LA A bR Wt L QHIJUU&U\J- i d NG b W dd LCA

Volya" edition of February 26, 1960

Subject scheduled to appear at the L'Humanlte
festival in France on September 4, 1960,
sponsored by the French Communist Party
newspaper L'Humanlte and also scheduled to
appear in Brest, France on September 6, 1960,
at another Comnunist festliva

orker

e oTuary s 1000, describes visit
of ROBESON to Moscow. Information indicates
ROBESON plans tour to Australla and New
Zealand ROBESON's passport renewed July

14, 1960, (C)

\
=)
Subject

This document contains meither recommendations mor conctusions of the FBL It is the property of the loaned to your agency; It and

ita contenta are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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NY 100-25857

DETAILS: [
| I. BACKGROUND . . - .

A. Residence and Employment

On July 22, 1960, the files of the Passport
Offlce, United States Department of State, reflected
that PAUL ROBESON when applying for a renewal of his
passport gave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace,
New York City, and current address as 45 Connaught
Square, London, England,

)

Regarding the subject's.wife, ESLANDA
GOODE ROBESON, the following 1s noted:

?advised on (R ow-: | /D
ANDA ROBESON was a Communist Party

(CP) member in 1945, but that she does

not hold herself out as a Communist

and denies membership in te CP.

The CP has been designated by the '

Attorney General of the United States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450.




NY 100-25857

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE
CP MOVEMENT

A. Evidence of Cp S wathies -

The United States Department of State, American
Legation, Edinburgh, Scotland, made informtion available
on May 3, 1960, which reflected that PAUL ROBESON was
at the annual “Gala Day” assembly of the Scottish
Miners N,U.M.

This information reflected _that the Scotiish

Miners of the N.U.M. celebrated May Day with their annua

"Gala Day" parade and picnic held in the grounds of — -
Holyrood Park. An estimated 20,000 people attended,
inclding a delegation of thirty Russian miners. -

\[-‘

PAUL ROBESON was 1n the front rank of the parade
sharing honors with the MOFFATT brothers (well known
Communist leaders of the Scottish miners) and with
WILLIAM PAYNTER, General Secretary of the N.U.M. Following

the parade at the large open air assembly area ROBESON

sang and addressed the gathering.

The main theme of the parade, as evlidenced by
banners and floats was raclial discrimination in Africa and
there was some moderate display of protest banners on the
nuclear bomb. As always the parade and assembly were
orderly and after the speech making was finilshed the crowad
settled down to picnicking on the grounds.

ROBESON was not separately interviewed by the
press and received about the same attention from it
as would any featured speaker at such a gathering.

et

e TR E



NY 100-25857

The "Scotsman" [ the Edinburgh daily newspaper
gave the above occasion little coverage. However, the
'Evening News" of Edinburgh gave some prominence to -
ROBESON's attendance at the miners' Gala and states that
he received a great ovation from thousands of miners
and thelr famillies when he reaffirmed his friendship
for the Soviet Union. After quoting ABE MOFFAT's tribute
to ROEESON "this great man, this great artist, and this
great fighter for freedom" the following excerpts from
ROBESON's Bpeech are featured:-

"You have made, and are making, Buch a fine — —— —
contribution to the struggles of this land. You will
need all the strength you have got to see that you who
create the wealth of the country have a chance to enjoy
it.

"I have been very close to the miners and the workers
of the Soviefl Unlon. On this historic day and at this historic
time we must find peace and friendship in the world, and
how wonderful it is to find here these pepresentatives of
the arts and the people of the U.S.,S5.R. Jjoinling in this
gala, I am intensely proud, I have been and always will
be a firm and unswerving friend of the Soviet people
and people from Soviet lands.

"My people, my father, my relatives were hewers
of wood and drawers of water all over the Western world.
To-day again, we are seeing it is time for us to live a
new life, a time to free the land again."

The "Evening Dispatch" gave the most prominent cover-
age with & feature picture on the front page, showing ROBESON
surrounded by miners. The same excerpts from his speech
are quoted in this paper.
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On June 23, 1960, the United States Department
of State, Washington, D.C., furnished information con-
cerning the sufgect in connection with his "Support of
Soviet Zone Regime". This information reflected that

After having previously indicated over a period -

of several years, an intention to visit East Germany,
American singer Paul Robeson arrived in East Berlin

June 18 to participate in the third annual press festival,"

sponsored by Neues Deutschland, officlal organ of the East
German communist party {(Soziallstische Einheitsparted
Deutschlands, or SED). .He appeared the same evening

as featured artist during the ceremonies officially
opening the festival, held a press conference the next

day, appeared on & large public platform and mingled - '?'"

with the crowd (closely accompanied by East German
photographers and TV cameramen) and left later (June 19) -
by air for London. .

"Although the formal opehing of the 'press festivalt

June 18 included a number of entertainers from various
countrles, Robeson was clearly the honored guest-performer.
Master of ceremonles was Hermann Axen, chief editor eof

.......

NEeues ueutscn.l.anu anu a memDer Dl ‘BBE DLU rUJ.].LUu.ID,

other top level SED officials included representatives
of the Central Committee, and notably Paul Verner (SED
~official well known for his close assoclatlon with the
current communist pressure on West Berlin). Robeson,

introduced as 'comrade! and as 'our great friend and model?!,

told the audience that, since his father had been an
American slave, he (Paul) was proud to have the opportunity
to meet the 'socialist press of the whole world' and to be

a moamhar af £+ha WarlAd Paara Oniinetl Higs muasicral contrih uti
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to the occasion ended with a rendition, in the Russian
language, of 'Fatherland, no enemy shall threaten you."
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I
T The folliowing day, June 190, ROBE;ON was e§corted
on a highly publicized tour of the street "festival? area
and was particularly associated with children who, - L
accogding to the East press, were deeply impressed by. .
his “countenance on which were deeply etched goodness
and the love of humanity.®* He then held & press conference
in which he revealed that his visit fulfilled a promise
he had made to East German representatives at the Vienna
Youth Festival in 1959, ROEBESON gave the reporters some
biographic notes, with particular reference to

A. His close asséciation with *the British
workers movement® 1928-1940:

== - B, Participation in the Spanish Civil War; ~ — = -

C. His first visit to Berlin in 1934 while
enroute to the Unilon of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR);

D. An 'Yeight year period of persecution by
American officials® during which he was
unable to obtain a passport.

When questioned about future plans, ROBESON sald he will
make a serlies of records for the British Broadcasting
Company soon and, in the autumni will leave the United
Kingdom for a lengthy visit to "several socialist
courtries?, including another visit to "the German
Democratic Republic" in August or October. However, he
also plans to return to the United States where he will
make appearances "principally before Negroes and wPﬁkers,

Yoy L Wal Lok B | Y
using halls located 1in workers ' residential areas,
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‘press fes
German pop
that a man
members of
a typical
exploitatl

" ROEESON's appearance-in East Berlin during the recent

tivalf? probably had little influence on the East -
ulation which has ample reason to recognize '
who shares a public platform with Politburo

the SED 1n a propaganda extravaganza 1s hardly
American citizen. On the orther hand, East German
on of ROBESON's appearance, particularly

through GDR contacts 1in Aslia and Afri¢a, may well be more -

successful.

may visit
recalled ¢

With reference to ROBESON's statement that he
the GDR again in Au%ust or Octobir it will be ,
hat East @ermany's "national day® 1s October 7.

- The followling article, which has been translated
from the Russian, appeared in the February 26, 1960 edition =

of the "Na

rodna Volya", a Bulgarian language weekly

newspaper published at Detroit, Michigan. The House

Committee
Volya" as

on Un-American Activities (HUCA) cited "Narodna
a publication which may be safely considered

as the organ in the Bulgarian language, of the CP.

happiness
diligence
earned the

unproducti
to the Sov
everybody

In thls article, ROBESON describes "hls great
upon returning to the Soviet Union. The

and the progress made by the Soviet people has
m the esteem of the entire world."

Then, ROBESON compares "the waste and the

ve use of the energy of the people in the West
iet Unlon where everything 1s utilized and where
works to the best of his abliity. The only hope

there is for the West 1s a basic change. This change

might come
decrease a
and to exc

soon. The call of the Soviet Government to
rmed forces to destroy the means td wage war
lude war from the life of the society cannot

be treated with indifference, '
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M Dhe peaceful Soviet call. for economic competition

_must lead, and I am convinced that it will, to a considerable
. transformation in the economy of the other countries. The .. =
-West will have to take decisive steps in this direction. R

ST
Peaceful competition has already started, it is

real fact., Millions of people in many countries recognize
the fact that they owe extremely much to the Sovet People.
They have a feeling of gratitude toward them and wish

them the best of succesg in the cause of building communism."

The July u, 1960 issue of L'Humanite, the
French dally CP newspaper, indicated that the Communist
festival held each year sponsored by Humanlte is presently @
_being planned. It indicated that considerable trouble is .
being experienced in finding a sulfble place since the )
government has failed to approve four sites thus far _ -
proposed. The article indicated that PAUL ROBESON, who was -
the chief performer at the last rally held in September,
1959, has promised to particilpate in this .year's activitles."
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S B. Miscellaneous . : S _
e : m furnished information on March 30, 1960, lo D
T which ed that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr., has access ,
= oo to the apartment of PAUL ROBESON at 16 Jumel Terrace,

L New York Clty, and occaslionally utilizes this apartment for

_'t::__':_;: his work.,

_"f.:;f,,;_.i; N

© 7T It 18 to be noted that PAUL ROBESON resided — -~ - -
at 16 Jumel Terrace, New York City, prior to his '
departure for Europe, and still considers it as his legal residence.
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"The Worker", an east coast Communist,

! weekly newspaper, in its edigor&of
May .1, 1960, page 12, identified
BENJAMIN J. DAYIS, Jr. as Natlional
Secretary of the CP, USA.

Foreign Travel

.
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' "“Phe Worker" in its edition of February 7,
1960, page 5, column 1, contained a photograph of PAUL
and ESLANDE ROBESON on the occasion of their arrival in
Moscow, Russia, The article stated that the "rais
spread like wildflire through this city of five millio
Paul has wound up his appearances in '0Othello', and is

locking forward to resuming his half-hour lecture-~

is

concerts for BBC, which are enormously popular and . 45"_“1

brought thousands of fan letters”

Mr. PAUL HOYLIEN, Consul, American Embassy,
London, advised that ROBESON's passport expires in June,
1960, and that the Embassy upon instructions from the
Department of State, Washington, have sent numerous

communications to subject requesting that he answer

certain questions about his travel to Hungary in order
that they can further declde whether to renew his - :

whiaad Ted W aaew N G mie wh er EE AAs WA

passport. Mr. HOYLEN stated as of April 8, 1960 no
ansver has been received from subject regarding this

matter.
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the=thited—Strtes-—Dopartmen
=2 £, London, England, advised that
PAUL ROBESON appeared at the embassy to make application
for a new passport and while at the embassy, submitted
an affidavit concerning his travel in August, 1659, to
Hungary. The followlng is the statement given by ROEESON
in the form of an affidavit subscribed and sworn to before
—--.-- American  Consul, WALTER M. WALSH., — - . - e

"I. PAUL ROBESON, was born at Princeton, New
Jersey on Aﬁril 9, 1898. I am the holder of Amerlcan
passport 1145187 issued to me by the Department of State,
Washington on June 25, 1958,

"In August 1959, I travelled to Bucharest to
fulfill engagements there. I travelled from Amsterdam
on a XIM Dutch Alrliner to Budapest, where I had to
change planes as the plane I was travellling on was going
to Turkey. I was at Budapest Alrport for no more than 3
hours during which time a reporter from a newspaper or
radio (I cannot remember which) interviewed me. I was
asked if I would come to Hungary and sing, I salid I would
like to very much. I also sald that I would be coming back
again next week, as at that time it was my bellef I would
have to change planes again in Budapest. I also stated
that I hped to come back agaln one day for recitals.
I made this statement knowing that Olymple athelets and a
lawyer whom I know personally and many other people kad
been granted permission to travel in Hungary, and it
was my intention to make application to the Department of
State, for travel to Hungary at some future date, had the
ban not been lifted. I would also like to add that whilst
I was walting at the Alrport in Budapest, word got around
that I was there, and I was taken on a tour of the Cilty.
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"With regard to the statement supposed to have
been made by me that I would visit China in March. I
have never saild that. I may have sald that T would 1like
to visit China at some future date, and would probably
make application to the Department of State for permission
to do so. I could not have travelled to China in March,
even I1f I had wanted too as I had commibétments &h Qreat
Britain. I would like to state that the reporter who
interviewed me could not spea<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>