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1.[¥] SubJect's name 1s included in the Securlty Index.
2, The data appearing on the Security Index card are
J current,
2.7} Changes on the Security Index zard are necessary
' and Form FD=122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
L.g A sultable photograph [T11s [T is not avallable,
5‘ Careful consideration has been given to each source
, concealed and T symbola were ubtllized only in those
o instances where the identities of the sourcas must
be concealed,
6. ] Subject is employed in a key facllity and

' is charged with security responsiblility. Iriterested
Aagencles are 2 .
oni : - because

QX This report is classlified
ng {state reaspﬁ)f

8.[%] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason)

J

not in country. //

¢.[3 This case no longer meets the Securlity Index criteria
T and & letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
mending cancellation of the Securlty Index card,
10.[X] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
” Security Index criteris and it continues to fall
within such critedla because (state reason)

ROBESON was National Chairman of the Council on African
Affairs until its dissolution in June, 1955, ROBESON
has had close contacts with Natlonal leaders of the

{P, USA., During the time\he has been abroad he

met with NIKITA KHRUSHCHEY and has publicly praised

the Seviet Unlon. "
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Copy to: - : ’ . 7

Repost of: SA b - Office: New Ydrk ' —

Dat: =~ - 3/1 . A N S .

File Number: New York 100-25857 Bufile 100-12304
B Tale: PAUL LEROY ROBESON T — -
E& TERSTT 10 U0 ASIFIED : 7225/
el EZCTPIVEICE Shok
B e ;
'{-* —‘ QGI:Z;.;...I.JE- CLASS, & £YT. BYM‘J#
TG Chorosias - REASON-FCIN 11, 1*2'4,}315
- Gooeer  INTERMAL SECURITY - ¢ . ReOLfom oo :
e ~3 bf/ ! 3-12-8Y
g Synopuls: Subject traveling abzoad; has stdted will reside ‘

in England, where he reportedly owns property, but
wWwill return periodically to .,/Emploiment

abro d- concerts in Great Britain, Ire arid, and
Uss to make fllms in USS/ our East’ Germany;
and appear at Shakespeare ater, England,
Confined to hospital in Moscow,  Januarfy, 1959,

but reportedly recovered from llneas. Bureau
Internal Revenue drops actlon against ROBESON

for tax€s on $25,000 Stalin Peace Prize awarded

in 19%3. CP has actively pr oted sale of
ROBESON's book, “Here I St _Bpok 1s also
reportedly to be published in Be in, Listed
as mem s Joseph North Testimo al Commlttee; -
subscr ed to "The Worker,"™ one year beginni
9/17/ lau?d by JOHN WILLIAMSON in "The
column, "10/14/58 articipa

states he will make film
; made Honora P ofessor of Moscow
' State Conservato of Musit lang tour
o 7 “%gf%gof East Germany ig spri i9 9; arrivgd in Moscow,
fffg;mmm&aif 7 2/2/30/58, for month's s ay, illness not to prevent
L WO R L. earance at Shakespeare Memorial Theater beginning
5?7’*Msfﬁﬁ5“"#;§zzﬁi§ e appeared at NCASF rally, Carneglie Hall,
: /q;gZ:NYE 11/1 /; and stated PAUL ROBESON intends to
T Eturn to US also a:;ended and spoke at a functicen
sponsored by Committe of Women, NCASF of which sghe 1is
co=chalrman, and denlied that husband will remain
permanently abroad.

4

This document ccntaing nelther recommendotions mor conclusions of any kind. It Is the property of fhe FBI, and Is & loon fo your agencys

it ond/or its contfents ore not tggbe distributed outside your sgency. 16—7e835-1 AP0
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DETAXLS:
T I BACKGROUND

PR - 7 . . . oo -

A, _Residence - T TR e 0T e T

" ° PAUL ROBESON is presently traveling in. .. =~
Eurape and the Soviet Unlon, See Section III belaw}.

The "New York Horlé &elagramF iasue nt
September 22, 15658, sarries a column entitled, "Robeson
Prefers to Live in Britaine This article reads in
part as follows:

_ E e Yamerican Negro singer Paul o
- 2% = 7. Robeson sald last night he plang. - - ——s oo =
-  to 1ive in England and go back o _ .

the United States only ss & visitor, . - e

*Robeson, 8% well known for his
leftist poiitics as his singing,

mad his surprise announcement to
a concert audience of 1500 here.

SifFrom now on I amn going to make

the Rritish Isles the center of nmy
cultural activities,® he said. .
tWhenever I go back to Americs it will . .

be for a shord stag—-an cvernight
stop, 80 %0 speak

’ In this regard 1t might be noted that NY T-1
adviged on October 28, 1958, that he recailed ROBESON
once having told him that he (ROBESCON) owned & half &
million in property in England. The informant was
unable to recall whelher ROBESON had meant pounds or
dollars in referring to the halfl million in property.
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o ~_ The "New York World Telegram" issue of
November 15, 1958, page seven, carries an article
entitled, “"Robeson No Exlle His Wife Insists.® This
article states in part that ROBESON's wife, ESLANDA,
stated that her husband had been deliberately misquoted
in news stories from London to the effect that he would
never return to the United States, M ROBESON
declared, "My husband considers that his home 18 in

the U, S.A." _ .

B. Enmployment

ROBESON has %iven concerts in Great Britain,
Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republies )

{B5R), and plans a concert tour of East Germany. He
rveportedly is planning to make films in the USSR and

is scheduled to appear at the Shakespeare Memorial
Theater in England during 1959, (See Section IIT below).

C. Health

D. Miscellanepus

The "New York Herald Tribune® issue of
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February 5, 1959, on page six, carries a column
- entitled, “Robeson Wins Tax Battle: Stalin Prize
Ruled Exempt.® This article reads as follows:
®*Singer Paul Robeson today won
a five-year battle to escape taxation
on the $25,000 Stalin Peace Prize he
received in 1953, The ]Internal
Revenue 3Service announced 1t is
abandoning its ciaim that the Megro
entertainer owed Federal income taxes
of $39,055 on the award. In effect, the
Revenue Service took the position that
the Stalin Prize -- the highest Soviet
award of its kind =~ is in the same
T ' tax-exempt category as the Nobel and
Pulitizer prizes, Mr. Robeson, sixty,
15 now seriously 111 1n a Moscow
hospital. He went to Russia after
winning another lengthy fight to obtain
a passport. The I.R.S. said it was
conceding defeat because a careful
study of previous court decisions,tax
rulings and other precedents had
resulted in the conclusion that the
government's claim could not be
sustained., Mr. Robeson claimed the
Stalin Prize was a gift rather than
compensation for services rendered, He
told the tax court he at no time engaged
in any activities or performed any
services in expectation of the awarg.®

II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY (CP)

A. Activity of the CP .
Concerning Distribution
of ROBESON's Book

"The Worker™ issue of August 17, 1958, page
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thirteen, carries & column which states in part that
& third printing of 15,000 copies of PAUL ROBESON's
"Here I Stand," has been annaunced. According to the
article sales for this book have already passed
25,000 coplies, The article states Phrsker that a
Periin publisher is brin out a8 German-l Gage
editian?nf 30,000 copiégg,~ s fall. angtag

"The Worker® is an East
Coast Communist waekly newspaper.

1D

The "Daily Worker®™ of May 6, 1957, on page
three, reported that JAMES E, JACKSON was elected to
the Natlional Executive Commititee, Communlsi Party,
United States of America (CP, USA) at a meeting of its
Wational Committee held on April 27, 28, 1957.

The "bDaily Worker™ was an East
Ccoast Communist daily newspaper which

suspended publication on January 13, 1958, -

& characterization of New Century Publishers
is contained in the Appendix attached hereto.
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» According to the informant it was
announced at thls meeting that the Industrial Section
had purchased twenty-five coples of PAUL RORESON's
book and pald cash for them. The Sectlion intends to
loan these books out on consignment to the various
clubs in the Industrial Section.

R rnished
material pertaining to the CP*
W T we e o

eographed document entitled, "Ppaul
Robeson Book Sales ($1.00 Edition) as of September 2,
1958." This document listed the quotas assigned to the
various New York State CP County organlzations.

The figures reflected that 2,149 books had
been sold as contrasted to an assigned quota of 25,000
for the entire New York State CP. o

Anniversary Celebration of the CP, USA, held September
26, 1958, at Carnegle Hall, Mew York City. %his card
reflected that in connection with the Ben Davis
Election Campalign, an introductory subscription offer
of fifteen issues of "The Worker" together with PAUL

subscription ofler card distributed at the 39th 7D
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ROBESON'S book, "Here I Stand" is being offered for
$1.50 or fifteen issues of "The Worker" for §1.00,

BEN DAVIS was a candidate for New York
State Senator, 21st Senatorial District, New York -
City, sponsored by the Pecople's Rights Party. -

The People*s Rights Party (PRP)
has been designated by the Attorney (eneral
of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450,

The informants! information reflected that I A
HY LUMER, described by the informantsas "National
Education Secretary of the CP" was among those present

at the meeting. ~LUMER reportedly stated during the )
meeting that the National Education Commission of the

CP was largely responsible for the distribution and
sale of over 20,000 copies of the recent ROBESON bodk™

on (I - - -
availabl® a copy Of a mimeographed letter reading in part as
follows: .

"December 15, 1958

"T0 ALL DISTRICTS:

é__.._

"Here is some wonderful news for you
about Paul Robeson's best-selling book, ‘Here I
Stand.* By arrangements with the publishers we
have secured a special price --- far below any
discount available up tgll now-=for bulk orders
placed by our districts., Now, for pre-paid orders
for 500 copies or more of the $1 edition, the price
to you will be only 254 per copy!’ {plus $2.50
postage per hundied COples,)

x
[
- '
- - .
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"paul Robeson's book has gotten & warm
response wherewer it has been introduced, and
Individuals and groups who have cencentrated on
selling the book have had remarkable sucgess. One
of the most recent examples has been the sale of
close fo 300 copies, person-{o-peraon, . ic«ves
{ weawsw i Phlladelphina,

®"The sale thus far of more than 25,000
coples of YHere I Stand,¥ with its militant
message and program, has been & splendid contribution
to the Negro pecple's movement of cur country. But
much more can and must be done to bring this book
to masses who have still not been reached.

"Kow, with this special price, we expect
that the campaign to sell this book will min new
momentunm. The unusually large discount will make
it possibie to subsidize full-~time selling by
individual comrades {as has been done successfully in
a number of areas}, and to use the sale of the book
for fund-raising purposes.

"We urge you to btake advantage of this
opportunity without delay. Orders should dbe sent
directly to the publisher-0Qthello Asscciates, Box
283, Manhattanville Section, New York 27, N, Y.

¥Comradely,
Bob Thompson® -

“The Worker® of July 13, 1958, on page
fourteen, identifies ROBERT THOMPSON as Executive
Secretary of the National Comalttee of the Cp, USA,

B, Miscellianeocus
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Tlatter capti@ne Josep e imenial Dinner .
Committee.® The letter Durther identified mﬁmhers of

instant Testimonlial Committee and stated that th

Committee was formed for the purpose of holding a - :
banguet in henor of JOSEPH NORTH. PAUL ROBESONtse ‘ -&3

name was listed &3 & menmber of this Committee,

e

"the Worker™ issue of December 21, 1958,
on page one, identifies JOSEPH NORTH as Foreign

j
Editor of “The Worker.” §

advised on September 5, 1958 th&t
aubject M@N‘ 8 domicile gn the United S‘f‘aa
is 16 Jumel Terrace, New York ity.

*The Worker" issue of Qetober 1S, 1958,
on page six, carries an article entitled, "Lond on

Ietter® by JOHN WILLIAMSON.

JOHN WILLIAMSON was convicted on October
14, 1949 in United States District Court, Scuthern

District of New York, for viclation of the Snith aAct
of 1540. On Cctober 21, 1849, he was sentenced to

gerve five years in prison and to pay & fine of
$10,000. He was released from Federal prison on

March 1, 1955,

IELXAMSON was %ranted permission to leave
the United States voluntarily under warrant of

deportation and departed from the United States for
England on May &4, 1955.

\ The artisle entitled,‘“nondan Letter’ .
reads as follawa* : .
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“In the midst of his concer
tour of Britain, Paul Robeson '
agreed to an interview with the London
and New York Worker., After being shown
around the London Worker building, .
Robeson answered the questions of
London D, W. assistant editor George
Matthews and myself. '

“"He tcook issue with comments
in the press that implled there was
something strange about his recent
announcement to make London the centre
of his cultural activity. Many actors
and musiclans, like Laughton, and Isaac
Stern have spent long periods in Britain, -
Just as British artists spend much of
their time in America, he pointed out,

"He had a wonderful welcome in
Britain. Hewss in the midst of a 28-city
concert tour of the Islesa, the flrst
tour of which he had completed. Every-
where these concerts were sold out. He
had had the opportunity of singing to
millions of people on television, Next
year he hoped to appear in QOthello and
another modern play now being written.

«

It is natural,' said Paul,
{that returning after nine years absence
I should plan to spend a good deal of
my time working here., For progressive
American artists, there are not such
great opportunities today to a?pear in
the theatre and on television,

"He wanted to assure his friends
in America that 'I am on call to go back
at any moment to take up the struggle
again and hope to make trips back and forth
to America, though I make London my centre,®

AT AYe "‘,.'-g U\\j
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~

"JIn his role as an artist he
wanted to play hils part in establlishe
ing the necessary contacts between the
American and British geople. "Since Mr.
Dulles and Mr, Macmllian can get together,®

he sald, 'it's about time that gll
sections of our folk get together,!

“tThere is another America,!
he said, *'beslide that of Mr. Dulles.
I am proud to be a part of what I like
- T to call progressive America.t .

% He felt if Dulles can come over
here and talk to Britaints leaders, the
ordinary people should do likewise and

; not go their separate ways. 'The out-
spokenness of the people in these
islee over the question of China has
strengthened the forces of sanity in
the ¥,S, and gives encouragement to
millions of Americans who are afraid to
apeak out,! he stated.

His role as an artist, he
said, does not divide him from the
people or from having opinions on events

occurring throughout the world or in his
own land,

“iyhat I do as an artist is

eclosely bound up with the struggle for
a better world? he sald, and drew

comparisons with the contributions of
composers like the late Vaughan Williams
or Benjamin Britten. The role of Dr,
Linus Pauling as a scilentist is similar,

he added.

-11 =




NY 100-25857

"For himself, he sald:
'Hy paftion is the same as it has

always been, only it has deepened,!
He explained his opinions are deeply

Socliallist and that the future of man
kind lies on the path the Socialist
part of the world is treading.

“He talked at length on many
subjects. Highilghts of this conversation
were:

&

” ‘&merican Negroes and liberation”
struggles of ecolonlal peoples. Today,

when Ghana and India have been established

as new nations, when there iz a tremendous

growth of the liberation movement in
Africa, you gan tell that the Americsn

Negro has & sense of pride in Africa.t

' *Little Rock and the struggle
for achool idntegration: 'The Supreme
Court has again suatained its Judgment.
Faubus! actiona cannot be allowed to go
through. The real issue 1s whether the
Administration will defend the demccratic
rights of Negro citizena. The Negro
people are determined to become {irst
clase citlizens. The American people,

Negro and white, will have to organize and

bring pressure to bear to realise this
&im,?

*Race riote in Britain. 'T am
glad that the majority of the Rritish
people and especially the Labor Movement,

recognised the need 18 for unity of all
pecples and was sure they would nnt allow

continued attacks on West Indiang and
Africans, since this was agalast the
interests of white citizens also.t

Contin g




CONFIDENTIAL

NY 100-25857

"Pen Davis candidacy for New
~ York State Senate. f*Many of the advances

in New York City were ushered in during

the period when my dear friend, Ben, gave

leadership as Councilman. As the Negro
people fought for Congressman Powell
against the party "machine't they will

come to the aid of Davig. No finer person
could they find in Albany to represent
them than Ben Davis., I send him my best -
wishes.?t

"Soviet Union. 'My recent
vislt has shown me what tremendous

growth there has been since I first ~~~ ~—

visited there in 1934 and later in

1938 and 1949, I saw the great progrees
made in Usbekistan., It seemed to me that
in the children of the Soviet Union I could
gee the future for us.t

*

®paul then turned to what he

says the press always asks him. 'Do you
confirm or deny that you are a Communist??

"He pointed out how the U, S,
Supreme Court has established that
Communists had the right to propagate
their principles and rejected the original
Smith Act allegation of conspiring to over-
throw the Government by force and vblence,
' would put it thls way. Brave members
of the Communist Party have made great
gsacrifices in the interests of their
country. That 1s why I will not accept
these attacks. I count them -- Ben Davis
in particular -~ as my friends.t - -

¥Referring to your correspondent,
Paul said: ‘*The American people miss

people like Johnny Williamson. We hope he

- 13 -
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"will be able to come back to us, though
of course he is already gart of Britain
-= af sgotlanﬁ -~ 88 Well &g of America.

: “in winding up he told us he
hopesa o visit Indla at the beginning

of the year In response to many reguests.
And he is considering reguesting the U.8,
government o grant him germission to visit
China, *I hope that publiec opinion will

gucceed in doling away with some of the
reatrictions which hamper the free :
novement of artlstsz,?! he mald.

o . - ¥He again talked of the hearten-
ing experience to meet 50 many thousands
of friends In Britain and how he was
ixmpressed by the large number of young
people coming to his concerts who had

& never before heard him sing.”

BEN DAVIS referred to in the above articls
is identified as Chalrman, New York State CP in “fThe
worker™ issue of October 26, 1958, psge three,

111, POREIGN TRAVEL AND ACTIVITY THEREWITH

A, Q{oncerts

" The wOrker“ issue of August 10, 1958, page
two, carries. an article which reads as follows:

( ®*In Fbbw Vale, Wales, the
main streets are flag-bedecked for the
National Eihteddfod (Music festivgn&
Crowds packed the main pavillion
the overflow pavillion u%O 2, and
8,000 voices were raised ging with
Paul Robeson the chorus of 'John Brown's
Pody.' Sharing the platform with Robeson
was Ansurin Pevan, the town's M, P.

- 14 -
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® {(member of Pariiament), who earlier
had tea with Robeson &nd Cecil Smith,
steel plant executive, Robeson last
visited Wales 20 years ago when he
filmed *Proud Valley.'! %o help
finance the festival, miners in the
valley gave a penny each.“ .

e Gorker“ issue of August 24, 1958, page

two, column three, carrdes a&n article concerning ROBRSON

which readd¥ss follows: \

&
b
*raul Robeson was getting &

herc's welcome in Moscow, where 12,000
geraons packed the 3Jports Palasce to
ear him sing and to speak and to be
introduced &s the Soviet Union's ‘grest
and dear friend! and a 'fighter for peace
and friendship throughout the world.,.t™

NY T-15, another government sgency which
conducts inftelligence investigations sdvised that
ROBESON arrived in Peifast, Ireland on November 17,
1958, and presented a concert on November 17 and
18, 1958 to caggcity houses at Grosvenor Hall, which

seats about 1,800 persons. (ayi, Folesasd Pan 525,

- 15 -
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Information furnished by the informant

| reflected that except to thank the audlence for the

support he had received in the "fight®* for the return -
of his passport, and to say that this return was the
result of a decision by the Supreme Court, he made

no
statemente of a political or controversial nature. gé!é?
MM

Additional informatlion furnished by NY T=15 JE!:E%
reflected that PAUL ROBESON gave a recital before
& capacity audience in Usher Hall, Edinburgh, Scotland,

According to the 1nrormant the Edinburgh
'Evening News"™ and the "Bulletin,” & morning daily
serving both Edinburgh and Glasgow, featured interviews
with ROBESON, Both papers quoted him as saying, "My
poiltics are to free my people. That is the core of
my struggle.” The "Evening News"™ guoted him further as
saying "I don't want any double-talk about the American
democracy until my people are as free to walk the earth
a8 anyone else =-= 1f 8 Negro aaid things like that in
America he was cracked down on."

The infoymant advised further that in the
same interview §::¢ he stood for the end of nuclear
testing, the recognition of China, complete freedom and

peace.

The November 26, 1958, issue of "vVariety,"
a publication dealing with the entertainment field, on
page seventy-three, carried an article entitled, "Robeson
Well-Recelved In Concert in Glasgow,™ This article
reads as follows: . , .

“Glasgow, Nov. 1B, -
“paul Robeson, making & one-night
concert appearance last week at St. Andrew's
Hall, was warmly received in a program of
German, Gaelic, Yiddish and English folk
songs and a reading of the death scene from
‘Othello,*®

- 16 =



NY 100-25857 - N ,\

®"vet local critic Robins Millar
commented that the Negro baritone, a .
controversial figure in his native U, 8,,
has a voice *as grand as ever'! and does . .
not need the microphone he uses. He SR
rapped the singer's *uncouth' platfom
manner, however, describing him &s
*lurching to the piano,'*

ff;;; - B. Miscellaneous Activities
- in Connection With Foreign
Travel

The September 3, 1958, edition of "Variety,"
page two, carries an article concerning ROBESON, which

reads as follows:

“ROBESON'S PIX RETURN
UNDER RUSSIAN AEGIS

"Washington, Sept. 2.

: *Paul Robeson plans to make a
L film comeback vla Russian pix, So the
PR actor-singer told an audience at the
Asian~-African Film PFestival in Tashkent,
Russia, at which he was guest of honor.

: "a Soviet broadcast, beamed in

English to India and Pakistan, and picked
up by VU, S, Government monlitors, described

in great detail the Robeson stint at openins
of the commie-inspired film fete. : .

- 17 -
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“The "Singer, who has freguently

ftangled with Congressional investigators = . .- -

and immigration authorities because of his .
alleged Commlie leanings, compared wWestern .
films unfavorably with those of Bastern
producers. The West; he stated; concentrates
on detective storles, while pix made in
Asla and Africa *truthfully reflect peoplels
lives,! and &ducates them in the spirit of
mﬁama

‘Brav&a, commenting on the festival,
stated editorially that it was a graphie
1liustration of the 'solidarity of film
workers of various aeuntries nith dirferlng _
soclal eystems.'! - - e

*speeches of United Arab Republie
and Indonesian delegates were also featured
on Ruesian broadcast.®

‘he "New York Journal smerdcan™ issue of
September 14, 1958, on page Fiftesn L, carries an article
under the dateline "London, Sept, 13.% fThis article :
states in part that PAUL ROBESON was made an honorary
professor of the Momcow State cvnaervatary‘ar Music,
according to the Moscow Radlo.

The "New York Times" issue of September i7,
1958, on page seven, under the caption, mpobeson to Tour
Germang® carries & column which states that aeﬁording to
the East Berlin newspaper, "Neues Deutschland,® PAUL
ROBESON plans o tour EBast Germany during the’ spring
of 1958, The article further stated that ROBESON
expected to complede two filma in Russia one of which
would deal with his iife atory. . A

The December 31, lQBB, 1ssue of the “New York
Times,™ on page twelve, in a column entitled, “Pauwl ... - <
Robeson Is in Moscow™ astated that PAUL ROBESON and :
his wife arrived in Moscow on . Desember 30, 1958, to
agtart a months stay in the ﬁaviet union,
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The February 11, 1959, issue of the "New
York Times™ carried & column en%itled, "Robeson Will

Perform As Othello in England.™ This column reads as
follows: T S -

"paul Robeson, American singer
and actor, who was reported to be seriously
111 in Moscow last{ month, will be able to
undertake the tifle reole in 'Othellot on
April 7 at the Shakespeare Memorial
Theater, Stratford-on-Avon, England.

*This information was sent
yesterday by Mr. Robeson in a cable from
Moscow, where he is recuperating, to his
New York lawyer, Robert Rockmore,

According to Mr, Rockmore, his client was
feeling much better and had decided to
return to London in mid-March.,
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. “officials at the Shakespeare
Theater, where '0thello' had been
scheduled as the opening bill of its
new geason, previously were notified by
Mrs. Robeson that her husband was
suffering from bronchitis and exhaustion.

®She said he would be compelled
to forego the acting assignment. He was
taken to a Moscow hospital on Jan. 12
and is now resting in a sanitorium.®

IV. ACTIVITIES OF WIFE ' lQ

furnished the following information on
concerning the Rally for Peace and ;]:)
at Carnegie Hall, New York City, on
November 14 19 o

The rally started at 8:00 p.m. with approximately
2,000 persong in attendance. The first speaker
introduced was ESLANDA ROEESON, wife of PAUL ROBESON.

- 10 =
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Mre, ROBESON ~ o eviey Bpoke mostly about the trip
she and her husbanag made abroad and she commented
upon the warm reception they recelved in England and
the USSR, She stated she had learned two words in
Russian, "welcome PFriends,™ becaunse these two words
she had heard everywhere she and her hushand went,
Mra,. ROBESON remarked that PAUL ROBESON still cone
siderad his home to be in the United States even

though he should take wp temporary reaiéence in England €§Lmﬁ
or somewhere else,

anﬂ
ishe additional information
conc e a ve-mentimned Tunction,

, According to these informants, ESLANDA ROBESON
spoke of the enthusiastic reception she and her husband
had recelved in England and the Soviet Unien and ahe
gtressed the facet that PAUL ROBESON 18 an amerdcan and
intends to return to the United States of America.

Concerning the above-mentioned rally, “The
Worker® of November O, 1058, on page fifteen, carries an
advertisement concerning the rally which states in part o
the following: | }

®observing twenty-five years of diplomatic .
relations...and the dlst anniversary of the Soviet Union.
Rally for Peace and Friendahip,®™ ESLANDA ROBESON is
advertised as the featured gpeaker and the National
Council of American - Soviet PFriendship (ﬁSASF) is
listed as the sponsoring organization.

A characterlization of the NCASF is contained
in the Appendlx attached hereto.

infarmat'q*f;fu’°"“"*W”””””””“”“”””“””“””””*t ”””” 4

FPa speech to be presented by ESLANDA ROBESON on
Sunday, November 23, 1958, at 150 West B5th Street, New
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- . York City. ESLANDA ROBESON is iéentifﬁ“ o

» ;ms the co~Chairman of the C tee Qman? -
e and a member of the Bnarﬁ of Birectora of

the RCASF. _—
cancerc ng the above-mentd
informant advised) .
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 1t had been held
ag scheduled and that appr&ximateky seventy persons had
been in attendance. Mra. ROBESON reportedly spoke
for approximately one hour concerning her recent trip
to the Soviet Union. She stated that the reception
§iven her and her husband in the Soviet Unlon had been -~ o
terrific”® and that in addition toc & heavy police ~
guard, the Army had to be mobliized to protect her
and her husband, She stated that 60,000 persons were
inside the Sports Palace in Moacow when her husband
sang there and that 60,000 more were standing outside,
She is quoted as saying “there are rumors that pawl
will take uwp residence abroad. Paults home will always
be where his famlly is, in the United States, even
if he takes up temyorar{ residence somewhere else.
Paul Robesor is making two movie pictures in the
Scviet Unlion, one will be his own life story and the
other one & travel pleture., Paul will return to the
Soviet Union in December,® ‘ ,

-2l -
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN-SOVIET FRYENDSHIP

o The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications,” revimed and published a&s of January 2,
1357, prepared and released by the Commitiee on Un~
American Activitlies, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washingten, D, C., contains the followling
concerning the National Council of American-Soviet
Priendghip: -

®i. Cited as subversive and Communist.
{gttorney General Tom Clark, letters to
_ syalty Review Board, released December
Ches e By JONUT . and September 21, 1848.) -

2. 'In recent months, the Communist Partytis
principsl front for a1l things Russian
has been known &s' the National Council
of American-Soviet Friendship.

' Special Committes on Un~-American
Activities, House Report 1311 on the
CI0 Political Action Commlttee, March

3. Clted as speclalizing in pro~Soviet
propaganda,
{Internal Security Subcommittee of the
Senate Judieiary Committee, Handbook
for Americans, S. Doe. 117, April 23,
1956, p. 91.)

k., PFound to be a Communist-front organization?
and ordered to reglster as such with the
Attorney General of the United States.

{Subversive Activities Control Board,
Decislon of February T, 1956.)"
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APPENDIX
- NEY CENTURY PUBLISHERS

The "cuide to Subversive Organizations and
publications,” revised and pudblished as of January 2, 1957,
prapared and released by the Committee on Un-Amepican
Activities, United States Houge of Repregentatlives,
Washingbon, D.G., contains the following concarning Rew
Century Publishers:

"New Century Publishers

8y, tAn official Communist Farty publisalng
house, whick has published che works of
L Wlliam Z. Fosber and Eugene Dernnds,

h o pomnundst Pardy chalrman and executive
senretsry, vespectively, as well as the
theoretical mazazine of the party known
ss Politieal AfPairs and the Constitution
of the Commpunist Farty, U. 8. 4!
(Committee on Un~American Activities,
House Report 1920 on the Communist Party
of the United States as an Advocate of
overthrow of Govermment by Force and
Violence, May 11, 1948, pp. 7 and 34.)"
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of Special Agent
captioned as above,
in the past, exceptl

i (2,

- éﬁ?

Hniteh Btates Bepartment of Justice
Federal Burean of Investigation

New York, New York
March 12, 1959

conZNIR

Re: Paul lLeroy Robeson
©  Internal Security - C

Ail info entioned in the report ¥>7
dated and <_,_.\

bility.

C
: ened reliable information
; n & position to L
furnish reldable in contact with

whom has been

msufficient to J

| mis document contains neither recommend- <J_

ations nor conclusions of any kind., It 18 the property
of the FEI, and is a loan to your agency; it anjor its

contents are not to dbe distributed outside your &gency.
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T THE FOREIGN SERVICE T
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
American Embassy
Paris 8, France A |
ALL IRFORATION 6ones 1nEp
) e S ;’:;r::-.@nszs UPCTACeTFIRY -
\ Date: = April 2, 1959 - ngggfgggzsmxaﬁiitz'
To:'  Director, FBI (100-12304) . ‘...l ... -
- 5 S Bl 3 . . e Ave Lo, 9 " BRI " . -'- »
L From: Legat, P ris (100-715) . Cmmedd e
* S Lot ik Crarip ATt ERE “ng : " -
Subject: PAUL LEROY ROBESON L L A S EER LT o
_ INTERNAL SECURITY = £ . =~ -1 S

S An article appeered in the newspaper "France Solr™,
Paris, on 3/11/59 indicating that PAUL ROBESON had passed
through Le B ocurget Airport, Paris, en route from Moscow to
London, at which time he was interviewed by & reporter, He
indicated that he had spent two months in Moscow, where he *~ - -
- bad glven seversal concerts and had participated in the World
Peace Council. He indicated that he had also assisted in the
production of a motion picture in Moscow concerned with his
trips to Foscow, in which he sings several songs and which .
will be ready for release in Russia soorn. He stated that he
was returning to London, where he will perform starting April
7 at the National English Theatre. He stated that he hoped he
vould be free to give recitals in Paris during this theatrical .

season.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE =2 % COISPENTIAL
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

May 26, 1959
Director, FBI (100-12304)
Legat, Paﬁig (100-715)

PAUL LEROY ROEESON
INTERNAL BECURITY = C

Re Paris letter 4/2/59.

e ormetion has been furniashed to- L)
m;,equesmg that this office be > |
- &dvised in the event any pertinent information is receivsd

by them regarding subject’s activities. It is to be noted
that the subject has indicated he intends to give recitals
in Paris, but the exact time of his contemplated visit to

Paris is unlknown,

A 'ch F,TW)/-( it cant
’ By‘/%ég 4’74‘6744/

In the event the London

information as to subject's itinerary,

if this office could be advised,

office receives any further
it would be appreciated

P,

lf - Bureau {2 - New York)
l - London (sent direct)

CLASS. & EXT. BY 2(.)‘ of 1

REASON-FCIM g 15-2.4. f“ﬁ

DATE OF REVI M]
1-19-9

y-9/

1 - Paris
NWP :CM : -
{6) AT INTOECIATION CONTAINED
HEDZIR IS chms}gﬂsg P
| EACEFT VHERE SHOWR
/); c.@ QTHERWISE - ,
‘ [ee-lze <5
LY i e"!z‘? 2"- | REC- 18 RO MAY 291956 -
'HAEHQIA o
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Oﬁib’ﬁ' Memom;zdm;_ . UNITED STAT.§ GOVERNMENT p
- DATR: May 26, 1959 (} A

T0 . Director, FBI {100-12304)

| ONESIR AR
FROM egat, London {(100-1182) cot
SUSJECY:s  PAUL LEROY ROBESON, was. .
s - ¢ ALL INSURIATION CORTATARD 1828
00: New York gic;;*; IS UXCLASSIFIRY 21 y o
: 8 ACEPT WHERE SHOWY ;- v sf° -
OTERSISE . CLASS. & EXT. BY sl SRIgf

EERSQKFClu 11, 1' 4 '2**‘

Remylet 4/1/59, T o REVIEW < :

_ ~Aceording to the london "Daily Worker,” ROBESON abe\ .
tended an African Freedom meeting held April 19, 1959, at \ \

the St. Pancras Town Hall, London, where he spoke and pang. °
The Daily Worker for April 23, 1959, carried an article in-
dicating ROBESON would attend the forthcoming Seventh World
Youth Festival in Vienna, Auetria, The Daily Worker
11, 1959, stated that ROBESON had been elected presid
the British-Soviet Friendship Society. S ’

A0
An article sppeared in the Birmingham {Englafd) Post
of March 17, 1953, indlcating that ROBESON would start-Hs role
of Othello at Stratford-upon-Aven on April 7, 1959, and that -

the snticiﬁaﬁeﬁ length of the run of this Shakespeare Play

would be 34 weeks. This would indicate that ROBESON presum-

ably will remain in the United Kingdom until the™end of 1959,/

PO o Y e ;

This matter will be kept in pending statilis to fol-

iow the activities of ROBESON and the Bureau will befadvised.{

Ayp A‘H P. , » ._
“6 - Bureau (3--Few York - 100-25857) 00— JASOF ? 5
?g}f.maﬂv ¢ ,l‘/) ;‘1 &d/\- \ O\ % . & f"lﬁﬁfi}‘ LT o
F S {’3 s ClassifjcXb fley” e o
g " Exempt {0 GDE, gk,

(Wsification WAefidie

©
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REC- 69100-1230‘ ’5'7“ [Elu..! i‘b {..’ i Livsan ILD
Lates June B, 1959 DATE“J:Lizjih—B\C%JLﬁllﬂﬁéig)
Yor Gffice of Security
bepartzeat 0!‘ Stzte Lt -
Fromg John Bigar Eoover, ﬁircctor o
Subject: PAUL LECGY KOBESOE
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coacerning kovesea.

\é{‘“dh

ey

til

2. sullivan
h' me —_—

\f was inciceted
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1 - Foreign
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According to en article which appeared ln thn
-April 23, 1959, issae of tue Loadon uaily worker,® it '
; thzt kobeson planned to attend the Seventh
s« woerldd Youtih Festival 1o be helc dm ¥ienaa, Austiria,

Yhe sbove 4s for your inforvztiioa. In the
reation conseining Eobeson's activities at the

§ Dureau.,

1 = Director ﬂ 3
Central Intelligeace Ageacy
Attention: Beputy Director, Plaas

2 - Bonn (105-720) |

ATTENTION LEGAL ATTACHE, BONN: e

ReBulet to Department of State July'&l 1958_

Be guided by instructions previously set

Aﬁi?ison Unit (Route through for review)

N s
L8 e
. e

. JSee note on yéllow page 2,
7
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Office of Security
Department of State

NOTE ON YELLOW:

Subject is key figure of New York Office. He is
the noted Negro concert singer who has long been outsppken
in his praise of the Soviet Union. Since mid 1958 he has
been traveling in Europe and Russia. State, CIA and Europeaw
Legal Attaches previously alerted to subject's foreign travel
and in possession of pertinent information.

<
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Oﬁice Me :Jﬂdﬂm » - UNITED 517, B8 GOVERNMENT
70 . Director, FBI (100-12301#) pATE: June 29 1959
PEOM 3 gat, Lendon (100-1182; 100-1666} . /
sosjeer:  PAUL 1EROY OBESON - pyr TNFORMATION CoNTATED j /7 g

. Is-C HEREIN IS \RoLASSIFIER !
Y & - T THERW1SE

ESLANDA COBDOZO'ROBESO ' - . —
i
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. > - g a o wo

Remylet 5/26/59 ca¥>t10nedx_'j?gIJL_.§E30¥ ROBESON," ~ -
and mylet 4/17/59 captioned "ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON." [“)
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( AR THE FOREIGN SERVICE
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American Embassy
Parie 8, France

July 16, 1959
Director, FBI (100- -12304)

From: Legal Attache, Parig (100-715} o ﬁ_ .
%”Ej Subjact‘ 'PAUL LEROY ROBESON - © §54?f} R
-« INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢~ . = .. o

Reourlet 5/26/59, (t&j

- e <wraEr ATION CC‘N-“
R S ’f‘jf;:ig;-gsqﬁ'm;
2 - Burcau ( g‘},',._ﬂ.my_:}gsﬁ{}nh i
1 - London (sent direct) HERWISE . /=15
1 - Paris _ _‘?-I 5?
WPPRAM © .ttt orass. & EXT. BY sh Qfgﬁg—_:.i
() REASON-FCIH TI, 1-2.4.2 " g P
Classificd by S : DATE OF REVIEN £
Exempt from CDY Ty l T i '7..-:[6 g
Date of Declassifical ini . o . _
i :. , ;
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. ’ {f 44 ?/—‘e?
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% THE FOREIGN SERVICE "'
OF THE :
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Anerican Embassy
Paris 8, France

" Date:  ~ Augudt 13, 1959 U7 T
To:  Director, FBI (1op;1g3ouj';f_

,Vl,A' From: Leggj. A“t_;ta$o, \Parin (100..15) i )

Subject: PAUL LEROY ROBESON = =
~ INTERNAL SECURITY - C

: There is enclosed for the Bureau a newspaper ciipﬁing
which sppeared in l!Humanite, thgyFrench Commnist Party news~
paper on 8/11/59, regarding PAUL“ROBESON, , '

This clipping indicates that PAUL ROBESON will appear
&t the festival of 1'Humanite at Meudon in the nesar future. The
¢lipping indicates that PAUL ROBESON, who is one of the greateat
living singers, has not visited France in 10 Jears, It stated
that his acceptance of their invitation to appsar at this festival
indicates his desire to work for the cause of peace and justice.

h;f: g/ -
7y ctass. & mxr. BY g2 SR, 1‘[%
' " REASON-FCIM 1T, 1-2.4.25?_{;_ S
. DATE OF REVIEW e RSP Ve
o 2 =~ Bureau (Enecl 1) -\1-
=T 1l - London {100-1182) sent direct
-z 1 - Paris .
| -5 NWP: N
Ll (L) . d
T BRI - i P Su JNeut SRR N,
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ﬁ ~;~a bﬂﬁ Yi S ,ﬂ'n"{p"'}‘.,\
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¢ L extraordinaire
¢ chanteur ncir -




— - = g

o T2 Robeson sera’ aul&am?m,m terrasses de Men- .|
i ¥F de Humanité, ) : e
Ba venus est un événement b plus dun titre. Parce que

Faul Robeson sst Pun des plus grands chanteurs vivants, " [

PArce que 5on voyage 3 Farls sera le premier qu'il accomplirs
*n France depnls dix ans. Prarce que Paul Robeson, en pré-
lant son concours & notre féte, témoigners nns fols de plos -
de son sitschement & Ia cause ds 1 palx et de Ja juetice gull
8r cesmme de défendre depuls des dizaines d'années oonuns
ehantear ¢t comme citoyen. © - e
En wecocdilant Panl Eobeson & Moudon, nons BErons nomu-:.
sequer som extraordinaire apparition & La tribune da
L”;’“}i"r’ﬂ(.onéi‘u Mondial de la Palx, salle Pleyel, Corament
p 5 % A
Bortatn Farhe e, ORTRée davill 1049, .“:’Mf.iﬁfmmw'dm ..
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '
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N Raporeing Office Office of Origin baye Investigative Period o
ik NEW YORK NEW YORK 9/9/59 3/2/59 - 8/31/59
: . TITLE OF CASE ‘ Beport made Sy Typed B;
B Ny - /...
g CHARACTER OF CASE |

PATL LEROY ROBESON / —

INTERFAL SECURITY  C
=T ¢ ALL INTCRUATION CONTAINED
, STTN IS UNCLASSIFIED

;n CONF! { MATERIAL ATTACHEY groers coons SHOWN v

OTHERKISE -

Repert of A (NN ated 3/12/5,
at Kew York,

- Ph.
i~/

CLASS. & EXT. BY r-5RA A g/
LEAD REASON-FCTH 11, 25405 P L3 #‘4 24
DATE OF REVIEW ‘ 1A
NEW YORK

¥ {
laig-al g

sty L Tou [
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1
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: O

At New York, New York < o/ﬂ al

- Will remain slert for information concerning the
e ] return of ROBESON to the U3,

G = Will eontinue to follow and report his activities

S while abroad and in the US upon his return,

e i t"\r\‘
wa e f:} :
-a_:-— Approved P y 8,;:1::;.:::“& Be not write in spaces bolow
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NY 100-25857

ADMINISTRATIVE o o o N
o Subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON, NY file
100-56680, 1s carried on the SI of the NYo, -

Subject ROBESON 18 a key figure of the NYO.

- - It is noted that the information reported by Legat,
London on 5/26/59, concerning a statement appearing in

the London "Daily Worker" for May 11, 1559, reflects that
ROBESON was elected President of the British-Soviet Friendship
Socliety, Purther, an article appearing in the "New York
Times" of May 11, 1959, reflects ROBESON was elected Vice-
President of the organization. ,

This 1nformat16n has been reported as above and
the NYO is in possession of no other information bearing .
on the office actually held by ROBESON in the British-Soviet

Friendship Soclety., . .
Concermning information furnished by

roisned by QM on 7
reflecting the sale of ROBESON's book .. being ///,f’

omoted by the CP organization in Dorchester, Mass,.,
the informant furnished the information on the basis of

a meeting of a CP Industrial Group held at (T
Wm Dorchester, Mass., on :
W present at the meeting, was in possession of coples ‘

of the book which he stated could be purehased for $.25
each and resold at $.§0 each with the proriirgoinﬁlﬁe |

the" local CP chapter. Tk ¥ S0
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NY 100-25857
INFORMANTS:

Identity of Source

el

Not utilized
Not utilized

— )

CONFI

File Number Where Jocated

) 5

The sources uged in the bhar

acterization of the
US Fe ommittee. in the order of their appearance .
are *C‘an who have furnished reliable
information in th& PaTTT D S '

. C
COVER PAGE




FB-305 (Rev, mau.Cg AR

-

NY 100-25857

1.[x"] SubJect's name is included in the Security Index,
2.[x ] The data appearing on the Security Index card are
current,
3.[ ] Changes on the Securlty Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
4.7 A sultable photograph [%] 1s [~] is not avallable.
5.[x] Careful consideratlon has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those
instances where the identities of the sources must
be concealed,
6.[ ] Subject is employed in a key facility and
is charged wilth security responsibility., Interested
agencies are .
7.[x] This report 18 classified Con a because
te reason

6*]

8.[X] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason)
he is not residing in the USA, '

9.1 Thls case no longer meets the Security Index criterila
and & letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
mendling cancellation of the Security Index card,

10.[X_] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall
within such criteria because (state reason
ROBESON was Natlonal Chairman of the Council on
African Affalrs until its dissolution in June,

1955, He has had close contacts with National
leaders of the CP, USA, He has publically praised
the SovietUnion while abroad. He was elected
Vice-President of the British-Soviet Friendshi@
Socliety in May, 1959.

11.[} Subject's SI card [jgj 1s [ ] is not tabbed Detcom,

(X |His activities (X ] do [_]do not warrant Detcom tabbing.

*
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COVER PAGE -




FD-904 (Rev. 3-23-58)
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Title: PAUL LRROY ROBESON

B sadfor Bs contes

Copy ton
ceot o (Y
Date: 9/9/59 |

s Nomber:  Now York 100«25857

IRTERRAL, S8ECURITY «» C

ROBESON and wife ourrontvly/ 41d/ng in ,
United Eingdom where he 1n_apgaér1ng in

stage production of "Othollo.ACprpoared

at 7th World Youth Pestival s lenna,

Austria; electad to office in British-

Soviet Priendship Society; Wnd 1s surrent

subscriber to "The Worker,
concerning promotion of ROBESON's book,
®Here I Stand,” by the CP sét forth,
based on ROBESON's 1ife
sompleted in 8,0, I
activities while abrfoad set forth,

o

AR Y

? - ' i Lot
‘LITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGSATION

CONFIMATIAL

b/] (. Ofic: New York, New York
{ A

Bufile 100-12304

L% INFORNATICN CORTAINED
HFREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN

OTHERWISE,, - /-15-%;

CLASS. & EXT. BY g_’_—gf-l;ﬁg
. REASOU-FCIY II, 1%2.4.2 )
" DATE OF REVIER =t rﬁ:ﬂz

Information

portedly being
ormation eoncerning

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It Is the propesty of the FBY, and Is o loan o your ogencys

L T,

vis sre wol o be distributed oufside your agency.
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NY 10025857

DETATLS

/. BACKGROUND
loyment

‘éj Residence and Eri

______ ) F(C)

Concerning his aff{liation with the production with
"Othello”, an article appearing in the "Birmingham England)
Post ® of March 17, 1959, stated it was antioipsted that the

production would open on Aprll 7, 1959, and run for 34 weals, ¥ . ...

B, _Heslth .

' 4n article appearing in the "Hew York Times®, fasue
of Pebruary 22, 1959, bearing the datelins Momcow, February
21, statsd that PAUL ROBESON had wade a publie appearsnce in
Moseow that day for the first time since he waz @ patient in
the Kremlin Hospltsl.

, The "Wew York Herald Tribune™ fssue of March 10,
1959, bearing the datselins London, March 9, stated that
ROBESOR had arrived in London that day from Moscow ®fesling -
perfactly fit and well,™ "The article stated he had suffered -
. from influenza and had been hospitalised in Russia. o

rd
T, AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMERT

On

;ﬁgniahsﬂ information ;L; ;J:)
conoeming & ¢ 6 PrOLIEN {

2 proparsd by the United
2tates Pestival Committee to be pressnted at the Ssventh
World Youth Festival, This i{nfommtion rsflegted that .
ROBESON was scheduled to appsar with.s chorus singing .

T P S S O SR
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%
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. P — o = RGNS V) i
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NY 10025857

The "New York Times" issue of August 4, 1959, on
pags 5, sarried an article entitlod, "ROBESON Sess Rise of
Puscism in the United Bta%es,™ This nrticlo, with a aato-
line Vienna, August 3, read as follows: .

Xowe L
R

.- "Paul Bobeaon, the american Hogr
linger, eharged today that United Statau
garoi pg&icy was being inriltratad by

rsac

Mr, Robeson deliversd a general attack
on his sountryta foreign poliecy in e speech
before the Commmist-run World Youth Fes-
tivel, but he said Vice President Richard
M., Nizon's Eest European tour uight prove
helprul. } _

' Mr, lixon'a trip to tho SQviot Union
and Poland will demonstrate to the Viae
President that the people who live in
those countries really want peace, said
Mr, Robeson; a longtime supporter of
Commmist-ront causes,

Delegates to the festival who tried.
to question or eritiecize Mr. Robasonts

statemonts were shouted down or ruled oui
of order by the Gommuniats, who oontrol —

Mr, Robaaan gaid the American paoplt'
cannot ftalk of giving full freedom and
dsmoceracy to Africa when 18,000,000 of us
do not havo full fresdon 1n the United
States.

It is noted that the Seventh World Youth Pestival

. was held in 71onnl. Austria, from July 26 to Lugunt ks, 1959. o
| The United States Festival Committes sent delegates

Mto this featival., A characterization of the United States
FPostival Cormittes appears in the Appendix attached hereto,

-3-

the program, S , : : QWf__
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The Iondon "Dally Worker" isasue of May 11, 1959,
stated that PAUL ROBESON had been elected President of the
- British-3oviet Friendship Scciety, e S L

T The "New York Times" issue of May 11, 1959, page .
S5, carried an article with a dateline London, May 10, stating
that PAUL ROBESON had been elected a Vice-President of the
British-3oviet Friendship Scciety at a conference of that
organlzation held that day.

(¢ ‘ | |
-4 characterization of the National Counclil of -~

' ;merécan-ﬁoviet Friendship appears in the Appendix attached
NEDTRLU, ) I NN X o

IIY, PROMOTION OP THE SALE OF ROBESON'S BOOK BY

THE COMMUNIST PARTY, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(cP, msa) o SRRERR R TR

The Commnist Pardy of the United Stabtes of Amerioca
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United ‘
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. , o
’ ~ "The Worker" issue of December 215 1958, page 9, -
column 2, under a columm entitled, "Letters 2 published a
letter to the Editor of "The Worker" signed "JAMES DOLSEN".
The letter, reportedly writen from Philadelphla, commences
by stating, "I have sold over 300 coples of PAUL ROBESON'e
“Here I Stand!, My experiences may be of walue to others.”

The writer goes on to describe the varlous canvassing
methods helns used to sell the book, and urges the readers
to utilize certain of his methods. These methods Inelude
house~to~house canvassing, the visiting of bavber shéps, . -
and promoting the book at certaln conventiohs of Kegro . .. .
organizations. Lo S C

“ N N ) . 1 _\
On September 15, 195&»” eported that JAMES \37_L
DOLSEN was the District Press pDirector, Communist Party of <

- Y -

LN
NS
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Eastern Pennsylvania and nelaware, uad'carreépondent_ofu' '
”The Worker, ® X :

- . RThe Wbrker 15 an East CQast communist neekly iy T
| newspaper, . . . ; aow . fgwwf

 Durniished infarmaﬁis

‘ {OBERT THOMPSON, addressed "To A1l D s”r'ets ’
Accorﬁing to the 1nrcrmant, this. letter stated th&t prepa&d
orders for 500 or more copies of the $1,00 edition of
PRHL ROBESON's bcﬂ}c“nere I Stanﬁ“, would be available

$ 25 & copy. .

F advised on
ELUM‘is Svate Chalrman of t

" "fhe Worker" issue of J‘uly 13, 1958, listed RGBERT
THOHPSGN as a mexber of the Commnist Party National Exeautive '
Committee and Execublve Secretary, CP, USa,

onmunigétx’arty. ) &3 D

N furnished 1nrarmat1anzf

reflecting that at a recent CP meeting held in Dorchester,

Massachusetts, coples of ROBESON's book were distributed for

the purpose of Palsing funds for the local CP organization,
he had leamed

" A!!III!!!!P@ ported on -
that oMMPES OF TOBESON'S boch . "Here I Stand”, had been sold /

to comrades attending & meeting of the Nerth Shore Section,
or, USA, held in Beverly, Massachusetts, on March 23, 1959.

iV, EXSGELLANEGUS ACTIVITIES ABROAD

"The Worker" issue of January 18, 11959, page 5,
column 1, csrries the following article:

"Robeson's Success Abroad Bringa Bids SRS
From U,S, Managers ” : 1<E”H-

PAUL ROBESON's phanamanal auc&ess in
England and other countries has brought him
bids from several U,3, managers, according
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to Paul Noviek, editor-in-chisf of the
Morning Preiheit who intarviaasd Rohoxan
in Moscow last week, e

Robeson has become one or the tap
T -, eonceart mnd stage artists in England, whers .
SR he da aahuduled to giva ten talaviuian

o

coneesTra ad one thousand ?um.mn per s@nsui’scm

The Negro artist hopss $0 appsar em
Broadway; at presant his central interest
is in performing Othelle, mccording to =
Noviek, whoss dispatah sppesred in Thuraday's
issue of the Fraeihsit,

_ Noviask peported that Robeson ssnt

$ - o~ T wars Eiwugiagii €5 &)1 thoss Pelends s 0 i e
‘ the U, 8, who had na&u the breakithrough

for his flauriﬁﬁng artistic chreers

ROBESON fspoke lovingly' Noviek
reparts, of ths Negro masses of the San
¥rancisco area whoss afforts resulted ian
his oonssrt thers last Pebruary. He re-
astiad alan tha sssfatonss a? ¥ha Totapmabiamay - T8
Longshoremen's and Warehoussmen's Union,
hsadsd by Harry Bridges, and the Lox
Angeles Committas for the Frotesctlion of tha
Foralgn Born, and 'many more! who had -
fought for his right to be haard, - '

'T am always roady to come to Ansriea
at the call of the Nagro peopls,' Robsson
said, tsay, 1f T wera invited by the Bantist
Chureches oF by thes RAACP,®

He emphasized that he vemains a
tpolitical artiet® fighting for peass, s
Robeaonis Moscow concert last Monday, said:
Yovick, was 'haav*warming &aatimany‘ of R
. BRobsson'a intanh. ~ o

whe
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THE CONCERT was the ttriumph of a -
trus peoplets artist, a fighter for peses, .
for friendship between the USA and the
USSR, for the liberation of the Negro DT e
people, for ths equality of all races and ST

80ngs and spiritual

nationalltie;,' Noviek wrote, -

" The program oon;iuted nbltly of N&éﬁolf

8, ‘movingly »endsred

- 1n the wonderful Robesonian voice,' Tt o
also eontained Soviet, Chinese and Yiddish -
sonzs, The standing-room-only house Joined
him at the conclusion of the eoncert, and -
after prolonged applause, in singing Shiroka

Strana Moya Rodnays,

- aobosbn exXpres
at the chance to vi

s8d to Novick his elation fﬁ*{g;;"‘f””"“
81t Moscow during the - : ‘

launching of the artificial planet, He ‘
stressed the role that the history of the

Soviet Union has Pl

the paoples of Asia and Africe, snd expresassd

ayed in the upsurge of

delight that his preasnt ooncert series in
the Soviet Union will be followed by a trip

to Indias,

He told Novick he regretted his ine

ability to visit additional Soviet eities

~or other goofalist
his heavy schsdule
appear a8 Othello 4

csountries, bscause of L
in England where hse will == o
& production by the T

Stratford-on-Avon Shakespeare company."

It 1a noted that a
wife in the ocompany of Pramie
article,

The ®Daily Workes"

referred to the "Moraing Freiheit"
Comnuntat newspaper, .. .- .

" The "Dally Worker"

photograph of ROBESON and hie
r KHRUHCHEY accompanies this

of December 9, 1948, editorially '
as a Jowigh‘languagqy T

L

was an ;hiﬁ eonst*diily Communist ¥ }
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solumn §§, carries the following article:

: >f?g=,z‘r\ . loxt day it was the turn of thl London
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newspaper which ceased publicetion on January 13, 1958,
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= . The "New York Yimes" issue of February i, 1959,

*Mclrricu an . erticls atating that "Soviet film-makers have - °

nearly completed & movie on the 1ife of PAUL ROBESON, .hou.."*”'
1ng the American singer es an 'unbonding poace ohnmpton*‘ -

~ The ‘Rau York Tinpa” 1asuo of March 3, 1959,
page 38, carries the following article:

®Robsson Sings 1n Mossow
MOSCOW, Margh 2 {Reuters)
Paul Robeson made & surprise nppelr;nco
" in & Moscow hall tonight when he aang
songs in Yiddish, Russisn and English, He
was singing in Moscow's Trade Unfon Hall

S of Columna at a aoncert in honor of ths_~~;;n!~-'7 R

eentenary of the birth of the Yiddlsh

writer, Bholam.lloiohom, Mr, Robesson .
appeared to bs fully recovered from the

bronchitis from uhich he was suffering _ o
1ast month," .. R

bt

"The Worker” 1ssue of April 19, 1959, page 16,

"Robeson in FOthello! at Stratford Lgolainpd

by Audience and Critles L o
LOHDON. - Paul Robeson narkod another ) s

and perhaps the most important milestome “-. . - =

of his long artistic caresr when he opened

ths Shakespsars Memorial Theatre'tas 100th

season Tuesdey night at Stratford~on-Aveon

with a performanes of the title role in

‘Othello’ that was scclsimed by auvdience

and oriticl alike,

There waa thundoroua lpplnuse minglod
utth cheers as the tinal curtuin rell.

v g BTN S T
A A AT R
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press to applaund,

'Paul Robeson a Powerful Othello! was
ths 'Daily Telegraph'a’ hsadline, _ :

The *Daily Herald': 'Paul Robeson '
Best "0Othellao"™ Ttves Sesn,?

The 'Star': 'Robeaon Bewitches as Othelle.!

And the Europsan edition of the 'Herald
Tribune': t'Robsson Hailed in Strasford _
Othelle,! : ,

The Associated Press story in the laste
mentionsd papsr spoke of Robeson's per=
formance as ‘amazing,’ - - - - 7 e T

The 'News Chronisle' reviewer salied
£t *supsrd,? ' '

The !Diily Horald' gritic sald it was
'the perfection of romantie acting,!®

And the 'Daily Mirrowt, applauding
the 'powerful aeting of the Colossal
Bronze,? expresssd the general foeling:
'Thank goodness for FPaul Robason.t

Though *Othello’ has been given before
in the Shaksspears Memorial Theatsr's TOpare
toire, Robsson was the firat Negro to portray
the role, The critics spoke of the great
dignity he brought to it, Said one, f'He
was like all kinds of things -« Milton'a
Satan, who witnessed huge effliction and
dismay; like Meredith's Lucifer, in stare

~ 1light dwarfing all around him; and most ef
i . 811 he was like Shakespeare's ideal Othello,

Another sritis wrote that Robeson iﬁﬁfv'

cont N
T I
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- Tpoured more music into Shakespsarets .
postry than this eritie has ever heard,
His volice « that desply resonant voloe »
rang through the theatre, Every world . - - -
eould be heard, and every word touched $he - ;
heart.* “ g : - ~

ol

Those who esomparsd this production of
t0thello' with the one in whish Robeson
appearsd in 1930 at the Savoy in London
felt he had lost nothing and gained wueh -
in the long interval, Thiaz writer has yet
seen no oomparison made with the Hew York
production which ran for 296 performances
at ths Shubert Theatre in 1943 but he can - -
say, having sesn both, that in this instance,
too, nothing has besen lost but much bhas
been gained, . cwov T

, While wnanimous in their pralse of

A Robeson, the oritics were Iin some instancges
not 80 kind in their comments on the
staging of the play or the roles portrayed
by Sam Wanamaker as Iago and Miss Mary Ure
&z Desdemons, Thé Lonaon Timées erltie Telt
that Robeson was 'padly handiecapped by an
over~claver production' and by the miss
.. ) casting of the two characters mentioned, - B
T . The ponsensus, however, was that Robesonts . e L
o stellar performance sufficed, despits any T
othar shorteomings, to make this produstion
a memorable and historiec event in the
history of the Shakespeare thestre,

- Interviewsd in his dressing room after

the opening night performance, just two

days before his sizxty-first birthday,

Robeson told the reporter of the London -

Daily Mirror, 'I am overwhelmed by the = T
rsception I have been g iven tonights I¢ oo kel
s the greatest momsnt of my life,? B

« 1l0 =

N/
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APPENDIX

HATIONAT, COUNCIL OF AMERICANSOVIE?T FRIERDSEIP _
o The “Ouide %o Subversive Organizations and - -

ave i
\_f‘:}hs b

Pobliswtions,™ revised and puvlished as of January 2,

1957, prapared and releassd b RS
American Activitiss, United Btsatss Houss of Reprassnt~ DRI
ativex, Washington, D, €., sontaine tha follawine .

conserning the Wationsl Council of American-Sovist

Priendahip:

*1.

2

3.

5.

Cited as subveraivs knd.caumnniut. A
{Attorney General Tom Clark, letters to

the Committes on Une - -

Loyalty Review Board, relsased Degember

B, 1947, snd Septeamher 21, 1948,)
tIn recont montha, the Communiat Party'se

principal front for all things Russian

hay besn known as' the Watf{anal Cown
of American~Soviet Priendship.
{Special Committes on Un-American

il

Activitiss, House Report 1311 on the
GIC Politioal Artion Committee, Manch

29, 194, pe 1564)

Clted a3 apecielizing in pro<-Sovist

propagands,

{Internal Security Subcomnlttes of the
Senate Judielary Committse, Handbook

for Amsricans, S, Dose 117, April 23,7 7. .

1956.0 Pe 910_}

Found to be & "Communiat-rront org&niaationf

and ordersd to rogister as such with the
Attorney Gensral of the United States,

{Subversive Activities Control Board,
Decision of February 7, 1956, .

s

AL
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U.S. FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

{SEVENTH WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL)

In August &4, 1958, & confidential source made
avallagble & background statement on the Tth Werld Youth
Festival, distributed by a U,8., Festlival Committee then in the
process of organization in New York City. This statement
sets forth that the Festlval idea is supported by the ¥World
Federation «f Democratic Youth (cited as a Communist
organization in the House Committee on Un-American Activities
(HCUA) Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publicatiens,

anuary 2, 1957, page 94), with headquarters in Budapest,
Hungary and the International Union of Students (cited as a
Communist organization in the HCUA Guide, sbove, on page 48)
with headquarters in Prague, Czechoslovaltia. It was declded
to hold the 7th World Youth Festival in Vienna, Austria
during the summer of 1959,

ES : Thls source advised in April 1959, that the U.S. .
=3 Festival Committee is located at 246 Fifth Avenue, New York
%:f}! City, and is still asctive,
el The statement made available by the above source
o on August 4, 1958, sets forth that "The Festival has as its

alm the desire to promote understanding and friendly
cooperation between the youth of nations of the world."

Another gource on QOctober 3, 1958, made avallable
Information concerning a Regional Youth Conference of the
Communist Party, US4, held in New York City on September 27,
1958, The Youth Festival to be held in Vienna was discussed
and those attending were urged to get delegates to attend
this Festival and to help raise money to defray delegates
expenses.,

|
fud
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The sources used in the. characterlzation of the
US Festival Committee, in!the order of theirappearance
are and *who have furnished relialie
info n the past, o
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
New York, New York CONF
S8eptember 9, 1959

NTIAL

In Reply, Ploase Refer to
File No. gy 1oo;§5857

i
!

%

A .

. T
Re: Paul Leroy Robeson
Internal Security - C

__L . \ . . . . .

Ay f | '

All oned in the report of b -
a Special Agent dated and captioned as (/

=4 - — —~— Above, have f shed rsllable information in the past, - [ \_-

Thid document eontains neithsr resommendations
nor eonclusions of the FBI. It i1s the property of the FBY
and 1a loansd to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be diatributed outside your agency,
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Huited Btates Bepartment of Fustice
Hederal Buresy of Inuvpstigation

New York, New York
September 9, 1959

P

AL

CONFI

v

ﬂ‘s‘!i' Ve
LA

"~ Re: Paul ‘Leroy Robeson
. _ Internal Security - ¢ .
All informants mentioned in the report of lO C
Special agen dated and captioned as i

above, have 'nished reliable information in the past,
wlth the €allowing exception:

S > D

o This document contains neither recommendations
‘nor conclusions of, the Federal Bureay of Investigation,
It is the property of the Federa} Bureau eof Investigation
and 1s loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributea outside your agency. .
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' 9/4/59, which sots out the background of ROBESON,

- ¢childhood and to some extent discusses hls musical impressions.

e Py
THE FOREIGN SERVICE fiﬁ :
OF THE S
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
Paris 8, France
ST / AL IMFORRATISH ETNTAINEL

~ Lol ol o

I E ‘Eht i\. ;a-u..!\ud ] h\-

v'p-

Dates - September 11, 1959

Toz Director, ¥BI (100~ 123011.) DATELMLBYM—-‘J
Froms: Legat, Paris (100-715) | /k& 7__/
Subject: PAUL rnof homson |

INTERNAL SECURITY - €.

"

6}

As the Buresu was advised in relet, PAUL ROBESON
was scheduled to sppear as the star performer at a Commmnist
Festival sponsored by the Communist newspapen LfHumanite™ on
9/5/59 at Haudonﬁ a suburb of Paris., Considerable publicity ,
has appearsd in "L'Humanite® on almost a daily basis, and T
clippinds were forwarded to the Buresu by routinc slip 8/31/59, \:7

Enclosed herewith is a pege from "L'Humanite" of

Also enclosed
is e page from "LftHumanite™ of 9/5/59 captioned "A tout a ltheurs,
PAUL ROBESON" ("See you soon, PAUL ROBESON")., This article
describes mesting ROBESON at Yrly Airport, Paris, on 9/L4/59.,
ROGER=RQUCAUTE and ANDRE-STIL, members of the Central Comnmittes
of the Commnlist Party of France, were present, among others at

the airport, to welcome ROBESON to Paris. This article, in part,
concerns an interview with ROBESON in which he mentions his early .

Re Paris letter 8/13/59.

=

..?
{

i
On concluding this interview, ROBESON states that he has always '

’beeneg;lroud to be a colored American, and has always been conscious
of th

Jatruggle which the wo_rkers and the colored } a‘ﬁ‘%e hav
ommans o p, Rec- 43 /0O — Socf~ ﬂl

Elé\c e’q( Y NP »ic...
) Pglr‘ ﬁv; r;\bi\'_‘% g\:
o Oy 0?%2‘ LA ‘3‘705 B3 SEP 18 1959
%olosure st
-
- Rureau (2 - New Tork 100-25857)
F London (sent direct)p.qnncy,g PlE =4 ;
- Parisa Reg. Rac'd 0
NWP: CM Date Fowf_ﬁxz_‘;7
Paw N
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dant douze grnées, Faul Robe-
pon diudie profopdéenent Is. eul
ture africaine, celle de ses so-
oftres. En mémae ietnps, I ven-
contre ot fréquente des étudlants;
des meatelas, den Jotkers. Il dé
pouvre alors les profondes racl
Bes de o culivre moire, las 7l
chesgex d'une civillastion. Peu &
peu, bomme en Jul prend cons-

ence des conditions déploratiles
ol wit gon peuple. Sx vie ¢ W0
dtle aux eRigences gqus oelle
gonpcience. lul orée Plug gque ji-
mais, &n Paul Robeson, Fhomme

ot Varilote se confondent wt pro-
gressent. Les snnées passent. Ad-
mirable Otbello, chanteur flius-
tre, partout reconnu, i} part en
3834 pour un premisr voysge en
Undon Boviétique,- -

L'ezpérience de FURSS.
@ Jo vis M-bag comment les
Takoutes, les Ouablgues et &au-
ires Rations Guirefois spprivdes
possaiont de la Lie g Pribus 8
wne sociétd wmoderne at dndie

trighisée, de Panclplabithms suy

o !I[

Cderivent popr lui, XL chente g-r~.

{

conntissonces les plia diverses,
tandis gu'en méme fempe lewr
suliurs gncienne 28 trouugti ve-
owifide ef enrichie, Tout e que
J¢ puls dive, c'est gus pal trouvd
guand jétair Ia-bas ce gue Fo-
voda ezpérd pendont toute ma vie,
LA-biay, fe marchalz avee dipni-
»

.
1934, wuirs étape

Au retour de pon woyage eon
URSS, Paul FRobeson décide
d'¢nvoyer gon fils Paul poursui.
vre ses dtudes en Union Soviétl-
que. On ne le lui pardonners pax
»t, longlempx aprés, on Ui en
tient encore grief,

e C'est, Ait Robeson, pour dvi.
ter & mon {ih toup lex fracas ef
soud les melheurs du fotisme gue
j¢ prenois cette décision. i em
dlmzit déid trop souffert en. Amé=
rigue, oy Canada ¢ méme ¢n Ave

- gleterre. Sochant gue le wmonde

socinliste evall gboli ¢ recisme,
$¢ paveis qu'dl aurgit enfin une
normele. » '

En 2836, I guetve civile dcluis
en Espagne. Psul Robeson &y
rend et connelt ded goohbattants
des brigedes internationales, La
specincle de ln lutte dont §] est
le t4moin Ll déiermine & regu-
grer I'Amérique pour ¥ Wair sa
place denz l¢ combat pour &
peix. De toutes ses forees, Il al-

de les républicaing espagnols, les -

Autrichisns vietimag, Un psu plug
tard, du nerizme, Jes Ethioplens

sous ln botte fasciste. De toutes :
Pparis, eh Amérigue, =i leg pro-

gressiriey recooniigsent en hal ww
grand homirmne, kes « ulirss » TH-
cister, pEitateors do femere Ko
Rlux Klan, de PAmericen Legioh,
déchalnent Jeurs campagnes.

monde entier, des millions de
#ens I'spplavdissent. Grand thane
teur, magnifique romédien, hom-
e ay pehs Plein du terme, Paul

.Bobeson était, il ¥ 8 wingt sog

se gull est gujourdhud,
Il wi colter char .

allit

Bon incessant oombet poer le
iusb’u. s paix et Ju Iibetié oe
‘gvail famais empéché de pour.
sulvre ‘won ftincelante  exrritee
sriistigue, Réputé comme June
des plug belles volx du monde,
11 est sussi considéré comme le
plus superbe Othelle qul ait fa-
mais existé.. Las  dramsturges

tout of 1 sait qu'il peut dre éga-
lement utlle. Tout eels pendant
les années de Ja guerre. En 1045,
s Allids endentissent les grmées
natles. Clest Ja vietolre..gazis. *

Maiz BientSt, &n Amérigue, de
viplentes  ecampignes rTaclgles

¥ e

wa' B Anbatenws wmimin vy St

libre titoyen, Paul Robeson. sans

sseport, vit dans les Lissites des
ts américeing.

Bt le fidélidé

= Pourqusi p'éteo-vous pas Ies-
té gn Russie ? v, Ini démande-t-
on & la Cormmission des activités
antiaméricaines.

= Parce gue, véponddl, mon
Pty #inil declape £1 Que mes gn-
tétres pont morts en Consirulzant
ce pays. Je vese ici parce gue
£'est wmonm drois, au méme titve
que wous; ¢t mulle Ppression de
ceraciéry jasciste e pourra Wme
faire partir dtici. Est—ce clair ¥

Lorsgue, enfin, aprés plus de

- entendre.

Ruit wny passés gans quitier le
#0] américain, le grand chanteur
abtint & pouveau un passeport,
i déctars gue rien me le Jerais
changer d'opinion, et il put alors
reprendre les lermes d'upe dé-
clarptinn plus mncrenne guil pro-
nongait iy w ¢ing ans i

o On gffirme gue Poul Robeson
withangé dopinlons. Bien. Lo
menteurs continueront & meniir
mais Feffirme que towt ce Qui
donne leur sens & ma pie ot &
mon trevail, c'est la fiddiisd &
mes Convitiiong. =

Tel et I'homme que vous sliez
Robesen.. ceix somnt
fier, p'est-ce paz T




e g .

AUL ROHEBON est & Paris. Vous entendres demn
nité ». T ¥ & dix ans gue Villustre ¢hanteur fest pas veniy dans noire pays.
‘Bouvener-vous, la derniere fols. c'¢tail en gvril 1848
Le premler Congres mondial des Partisans de Ja Paix tenall RioTE 826
sisises & e salle Fleyel I'unl des hauts-leux de 18 musigue.
T.obeson, follement acclamé, fmontail & i tribune POUr ¥ Ure
nom de ses fréres noits et de V' Ameérigue progressiste, &u pom  des :
fioits des Pays colonisux.. » A bride-pourpoint. au milten de son exposé, 'ora-
teur Géclaralt ;¢ El voiol malintenant €& que vous Bitendez auss) de ok, voicl

& Les guatre genéraux s UDE ehanson populaire espagnole s n tonnerre d'epplaudissementa
ung eomplainte, wone FOMANLCE,

iatalt & 18 dernitre note, Pavl Robesth chantait encore 5

ane chanson, comme Bl gvalt youln, devant ceite assemblée et dans cf
ix mugigue, son &%, De pourvalent demeures gtrangers & Res preociu

pelle 3, Eécria-t-i gyant de quitier e

bun, d'avocat.
¢ Eu In vie Bera pelie, car mous la ferons

5,

Paui Robeson n'sbdlgue devani ses adversaires et renie

un passeport. Kussitst aprés, 1 ge Ten

'étalt en 860 I! p'évads et g-
gna Je pord des Etsts-Unls
4’ Amérigae ol yepinion publigue
&tait pettement antiesclavagiste.

1= rune Robeson pervint (X3

Un ssclave: son pire
T étalt donc woe fols un jeune
$oir sméricaln, esclave dunw
wne planistion de Carcline di
Ford. I: avait & peine guinie oRe.
p .

Pix snnbes ont passé, iz gnndey Qifficlies pour Paul Robeson qui fut blentdt gétért
Aevani is commission des ¢ actlyltés antiamericaines » et privé de son passeport Dar une me~
gure du Département d'Elal Dix snnées ont passé sens gué jamals, en gucune tirconstance,
sex Opinions. Tout su contraire, gu=
garit cette longue période de sédentalre — £t 1awie sédentaire dquivaut pour f'artiste X —
¥Peul Robescn continua o qu'll pense depuls Loujours stre 54 wission, 18 Mot
ur 14 Justice, pour Fegallté et pour que tous ses fréres de ¥Yace obtiennent
gne vie décente, Dix annécs ou presgue gar, o jutllet 1858 apres a4
g5 scutenues par ni avee 4D cOnIAge exemplaire £ une ¥
tous ecux gui dans 1 phonde entler le respectent #1 Tradmirent,
fziy & Londres puls TEpTenail le cours de Bek SOFREES

ot d¢ ses tournées. Paul Robeson est a Parie. vyous lentendrel demain.

oionté indéracinsble. ‘qidé par

i & 18 féte de s THums-

Ce jour-la, Paul
un message ¢ 51
peupies

Peu, Drouver gue
pations dhomme, e i

entin 1t drolt &
interminables procgdu~

Paul Robeson obienall eafin

falre Ingerire B $Universitd Ldo-
ecln, étudia Jongtempd et ot
nomme en 1875 pastear dune
égline presbytérienne e Privoe -
n, dams e Pew Jerpey, X wh’
Vait 1k &vec sa femme, UDP gt
tutrice, l‘hﬂn-l.uuiu Bustill,
dont Varrikre grand-pére. Cyrua
Bustlll, svatt &ié s s boulanger
gioir » &¢ Washington. Le couple
st eing enfants; Paul le dernier
né, winl ay monde je B avril 1288 2
Quelques années plus tard em - . < .
1004, Marie-Louiss mourut, ot le : NS N
petit Paul Robeson Tenis seul gw ST - ¥, ¢
ebté de zon phre. . .

Loz premidres chanieRt.
Jamals, aime souvent Tépiter
Paul Robeson, € # a'oubliersi
o temps de mOR snfonce. Jo-
mils jo noublieral somment el
entendy chantey mon peupls &
fueur &'wn podle ef devant les
porches, dans i douteur dw par
Fum des lilas, dans les preniers
ot pur Jez bancs ls dimaonche ma-
tin; famaiy 5- wpublitral o8
chonty entendus dany log ot
monz mémes de mon pire 3
Liécolier B dursnt ek

gpirituale sont Lien cONBUT
M. Robeson o Je dem dren
rarauriir ohagus ligne, €
mon pos en jed accentuan! S
fectellement; moia grdre 8K
touts. puizsanie conviction
wieure; chonlés par ¥% tel
wme, iy cxpriment 1es souff
@t les erpoirs d'un PR ALE e

fa voie étalt travée,
pouvait plus dézormals B7
ter Paul Robeaon; il avai
aepl EnL »

années, remportalt de nombreux
wmecks scolaires e les jourg ds
eangé, Ui brillait sur les LY
it en athi¥ie

Doté gune solids metruction ette  wole, ¢'ost L
elangique ol la gret ¢t le letin Browsn qul & 1wl avalt
::’nient grande parh, Paul recs -2

¢ 4égmlement une formation s
par Gej

A'orateur public. Ce qui ne Veme
gee_hm pas, blen U gontreirs,

‘btpe plors membre du club mus
alcsl ef du club d'art dramatigue
de 85 ville RuiKI®

 Ef fas premisrs pas

amt Ry cours da Yun dés spes
tacles donnéy par les Elbves de
won $role gue Paul Robeaon dor
valy peralire pour & premidre
goig en public €ane la rile
&'Othello, de Bhakespeare. Risn
'a pu faire, ni b temps B! Vaz-
pétignce peur 1;1: co Bouvenir
aeffece d¢ sa memolre. Loraqu'f
sn parle gujourd'hul, on &, en
Yécoutant, Timpression de revi-
¥ea Vangolsse qui asseillnit
alors 1 & wNervgus of gerrifle,
jo me dédattals 8veér jo tszte,
qmwn! garde & ne pil frotaser Y
Tareills syerosd de mon 5 ot
erntigne Al potient A
meltres ; PersoRRe &U. wonds
®'ourslf on ce lempsdd pu me
sonveincre de Jougr & WOuLSOU
T anE achng.. ¥

Quelgues nnies phaa tard, te-
pendant. Mals Panl FHobeson
pravall stors que guatorsa gns. n
étalt denlleva. .

Uévell d'une conscience
Pendani ges VECENCEN, lg jeune
i, RIRE-SRRLS
fut garcon de culsiog 4ans un bb
tel ge Ehods Istand. Ca fut, dndl,
= l'wne des péripdes ler plur du-
ves de ®a vic, mole sl Tune
des pho frvctuewses xur I plan
dg wmes relations Aumaines. »
L'spnée 19id srelve. Paunl Robe-
son & seise ane, Il obtlent Uba
pourss el entre & I'Universitd 8o
Rutgers ; tiomphulement, An
rintemps sulvent, Fétudient que
& peasion ds Vart diemstigue ab-
sorbe &¢ piua en plus parficips
& un soncours 8@ déclamation. I
réelts un texts sur Tougssint
Louverture, Pun de sas frires ds
race, ancien exciave Ini mussi,
fenrtml hlqlt?lilre retiendra tonjoura
e rbls quil jous man.
eipateur d‘ﬂ:iu. comme &
a J& viciiai, dit Paul Rabeson,

ext Yul, 4it 1o grand 3
& clarifis ce gus EOn Mg
mavait fait deviner, i 3
gens profond des simples P2
Y& chansons Je& mon entzy
tenducs g seln de nore i -
eommunauté, Clest Tl gu
comniitre la grandiose po k- u
cantigues, des chants de i
at des « bluzs » des plenis _2.

§i décpuyre ua me

Tustallé en 1927 b Lond
f1 fait soR port é'pttach
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- 'n:.al'ﬁ e sbnns ww ewowda
wlourail #m £ fempidd pu me

1 ponAINCTE ’de Souer & wouviaw
e g ACERE.L. B -

Quelques snnécs plus tard, o

ndant,, Masis Prul Roboson
nravhit slors que guatorse ARG n

#ialt fcolier..

L'gvell dune :eu:llun

Pendant ses vacancee. le Jeune
md wrsen, alin sSREERY SRS
4 fut garcon de cuising dens un bi-
te} de Rhode lajand. Ce fui, dildy,
« Pung der périodes les pive du-
ves de ma vie, Mol ausst Fune
der plus fructuenses sur o plan
de mes  velatiens  humainer o
Lratnde 1914 werive. Paul Robe-
pon & Welze abe. 3 obileni une
bourse ot antre & YUniversité de¢
Rutgers ; iriomphalement Au
rintemaps sulvapt, Pétudiant qQue
El paspion de Pert dramatique &b
sorbe de plun en plus parficips
b un soncours de déclamation. Il
récits un iexte sur Toussaint
Louverture, I'un de oos fréres de
race, wnclen eaclive lul musai
dont Yhistoire vetiendra teujours
Te rble gu'il jous comme 4maD-
eipateur @'Hait

« Je vécitai, dit Peul Robeson,
mais on on fempald fs me #G-
woiy pas gramd-chose sur Jo #t
gnification de la wvie de Tous
paint Louvertyre,  Je venirei 8
ertie dpoques & Plmiversité gouy
érudier 1e grec of le latin, les
maihsmatigues et lo physique,
I'hiztofre (msiE efle ne parixit
pas de Tousssint 1) of avssd pour
fouer gy fostball. Mentvais dawa
la vie, wwz ehose dowindan? pour
moi towies Oufrea : §étais Is fils
&e mon pére, un Noir d'Amérl
gue, CUétuit 1a e défi. »

A YUnlversité, Paul ext un ve-
merquable #udlant, meis sues)
un aportif des plur doués et on
Yo coraidére mlors camme Jun
dey miellleurs jousurs de rugby
de g3 générstion. Cornbinant tou-
tes ses activités, 1| poursult sea
Hudes ¢t pour lex athever o'ins
erit & 1'Universiié 4e Columbia,
ol 11 est blentdt docteur en drolt,
Mals le dipidme et une chose. Xl
Jui falinit encore obienlr la pos-
sibllité 4 axereer son nouverd mi-
tler. La ségrégstion me lbchalt
pue prise. Le barresu lul deve
nait jzmeccessibie ! Alors Paul
Robeson parvient & un soment
décisif de sa vie. 1] débute au
thektre, oubilant son aungolese
autrefols, dane une troupe 4'a-
mateurs. B 4u jour suciends
maln, tout changea.

C'eat Je dramaturge sméricain
Eugéne O'Neil qul le rem.rq!ue
1o premier et ne tarde pas & lul
confier jo principal rdle de s&
piéca : Ewiperevr Jomes, Quand
Pai! Roberon enirs en acéue, 1}
{gnoralt sans foute gue, du jour
ai lendemain. o presqus,. i sk
isit devenir Vun den plus grands
chanteurs d& noire temps.

L'zction dramatigue &Emps.
venr Jomer 2RIgedit que Jones,
perdu. dane 38 jungle, siffle pour
we donner du coursge. Pris de

E joueur de rugh¥ triomphait sur les stades & |'dge ;‘,".‘ﬂ;‘ ﬁtnbi-l:u;-:::;{-p:; :i:!gl:;_
¢ 20 ans, Mais, des quiil quitlail ta pelouse, il gpiritia), Ce fut on triomphe. Les
devenail 'uni des meilleurs éléves de son Uni- représentations terminées, e
: "nrsilé !eu‘r part en tournée. wislte FAT-
Docteur ep droit, tgihun. rien n'a jaInaits pu em- Ellerre ot PEcomme. deviant Fite
<her Paul Robeson de témoigner parloul pour ]
uslice ¢t pour la vérité, dit-il affronter les racistes "“"““; ";"‘"l‘ “k"ﬂ!""!
riilers de livres el de partitions et les agitateurs du ¢ chont ms
{ 'S shi il . e 1% wvrll 1925, un ehanteur
Eu Kiux Klan, & Peekshill el milleurs, X R~ il B i
‘ Doclsur en droil, tribun, vien o'a jamais pu em- W premitrs fois dang histoire
cher Paul Robeson de se joindrs mnx Partizans de de 1s mysiane tont vnoedetinl pu- shané 4% B ;
Y:Paix. corvme i} le fit salle Pleyel it ¥ a dix uns, on, al;: : he:;:::::q \zn:r“e. :;g:; Ru; pusm“m e e
ls tribune, il cotoyait Aragon et le professeur Bernal. e oy Tawrence B L Snr:si es 10
C'est en 1934 gue le grand chanleur s¢ rendil pour warasranit #n Creenwich Village mbme. &
1z premiére fois en Union Soviéligue. I ¥y tretourna Theatre G New York. el .
il ¥ & pen de lemps encore : € L&, dit-il. ehaque hom- “{ﬁqu!:sng:mr:i:hnfmg::&u; ggxﬁfgwn-
me marche dignement, Chaque homme el chagae e nellicns baryion @AM de M
enfant. » - . rque, L'on d'sux, védicteur au ‘

New Fork Timea, Scrivalt : « L2




15 le monde entier, est pres-
Old Man River», sa premiére
« de {renle ans qu'il I'a créée
#elte « Show Boat s. Depuis,
&1 monde..,

u Robeson est on chercheur
ne musical, El, 2'Hl se consa-
4oire folklorigue, loutes les
o1 point de vue de chercheyr
“vest ce qui Jul valut d'8lre
-roraire » du Conservaloire

% son dipldme des main: du

L.

i
i
LT

] 2 r;.h
©e qull st mujourdhui, 1T et

wn oolter cher,

Bon ircetwnnt combwt pour Iy
i,umc:. Is paix e Ba libertd pe
wvzit jamaiz empéché de pour-
suivie une élincelante carsidre
artistiqgue, Ripuld comme J'une
plug belles woix du monde,

Ik est anssl comsidéré comme le
plus poperhe Othello gul ajt fa-
mals existé.. Les dramsturges
derivent ponr Bui, §), ehante pare
toul ol {1 seit u!'h peut Bre g;;-
lemient wiile, Tout cels pendant
Jas pnndes de 18 guerre 1645,
lex Allids Enéantizsent Jes armées
asries. Clegt la ¥ietobre . Juals
Mak bientdl, en Amérique, de
vivlentes exmpagnes rtacistes
ae déchafnent Les igten
lez Noirs, lex e¥ndicalistes, les
Juifs en sont indifféremment les
victines, Pawl Robeson sst tout
désigné pour 1étre lui sussi. Ce-
ren‘dant, il me pliec jamaix. En
45, §] gbtient une entrevue du
président Truman. 1 plside pour
oep fréves, demande des poursnis
ies contre les racistes de toul
poil qui sgresseny lez Wolrs &mé-
eai wirs de e mpu

M. Truman hul répond peile-
ment

e Vour porles, monsieur, Lo lan
pege duw révolid, »

= Maouveis, mavvaiy récital «,
dirs Paul Robéson & ses amis qui
Tattendent devant Ia Maison Blan-
etie.  Ond, . meuvais pécitsl »,
maig qui va servir de pidce 4 con-
wiction contre Je chanteur, comme
sETviry de pléce accussirice ae

résence & Paris, au Congrés de

leyel en 1949,

Lo chasse sux sorciires

A partir de cette époque, les
gouvernents américaina fon! toul
pour empécher le ¢réateur
o d'ikd Man Bber » d'$ire Jui-
méme. I he téde pas. I pe ed-
ders  fumais, 40t ez carridre en
soufirir, comme cela ¢ pasza, on
I gait

Traduit devant des commissions -
Inguisitoriales, Paul Robeson con-
serve Vattitude gui o8t la sienne
depuiz lUenfence:. Quand U chan-
ie malgré tout, en public, comme
en ce 271 aoht INMD, des milliers
de menifesianty dascister jui bur-
rent la route et atiaguent son
public,

Prul Robeson maintient wes
points de vue. Il contre-attague,
“en gepiembre, Il ¥ & tout juste
diz ans sujourdhumi @ i parait
devant vingt mille suditeurs en-
thousiastes, & Peekshill, Ei oe-
pepdant que quelques ceniaines
ugitds brijent des ‘putiuonfl.

g )

#En prennent sux d g
volx d'asirain,  épousant les se-
cents de Joe Hill, ou dey « Quo-
ire généraux », o €'0ld Mon Ri-
ver s, et d'autret romances, do-
minant lp foule, impose lg res-
Leﬂ et Usdmirstion, {eit acclemer

Iz vérité.

Malgeré les meneces de lerreur,
mwlgrd toul. Pauwl Robeson el
toujours: présens & Ia manidre
d'un wivant ¢rmbole. Eon metion
Il vaut Vadmirvation universelie.
En 1833 0 recoit b Frix o Lénis -

xe o Internstional & U Paix
Msix, & e¢ moment-la privé du
plus élémentaize de oes droits &¢

o+ 461050 Page 10

TUDIANT ¢t comédien amateur, Paul Robeson
jouait « Othello » quand le dramaturge Eugéne

O Neil le remargua. Quelque temps apris, le
jeune homme parsissait dans ce:rdle de ¢« Empereur
Jones » qui jui valul aussitét son premier triomphe
dé... chanteur.

Longtemps: aprés ces débuts, « Empereur Jones »
devenait « John Henry » sur une scine de Broadway.
John Henry, le géant, le forgat du travail.. Mais aussi
grand qu'il ail éié dans ce rédle, c'est foujours Othello
qui demeéure & ia fois sa plus grande satisfaction de
tragédien el son plus inconlesiable suceés, Cetle année
encore & Stvsdford on Avon. au thédire Shakespeare,
il en fit élincelante démonsiration.
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Frop occupé A seuUsiaire ies
fooindres caprices de To Pompa-
dour, Louvla XV sbandonns jes
marniliquee jardins qui s'éten-
datent 1k & nos pieds, On 8-
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