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sooner. Oil was �owing faster and faster from the Osage wells, and the
�bead rights" were as good as a diamond mine in a man�: back
--that is, if a man could get control over a few of them.

There was old Lizzie Q. She was a full-blooded Osage worth ma
$330,000. Lord knows how much more she would be worth in another
few years. That old squaw had three �head rights" herself; and her
daughters held one and one-sixth �head rights� each. &#39;

Now, Hale mused, suppose old lizzie Q. should die. And just mp-
pose that two of her daughters, Ana Brown and Rita Smith, should
die along with Rita�: husband. Who would inherit all that -money,

�maybe half a million dollars or more? l

The arttwer was simple. The fortune-most of it, anyway--would
go to the third daughter, Mollie. And Mollie was married to 1-lalc�s
nephew, Ernest Burkhart. Then if Mollie should die, there would bc no-
trouble handling Ernest. He was a weak-willed&#39;,ch_ucklehead anyway.
-Hunters fotfnd Anna Brown�: decomposed body--in a ravine near

Fairfaii in May, I921. She had been shot in the head. Her estate was
worth $100,000. Old Lizzie Q. died two months later, apparently of
natural.causes; her estate was divided between Rita Smith and Mollie
Burkliarti And just as the verse said, now there "were only two little
Indians.

Hale was a methodical man. He was in no hurry about rounding up
Lizzie -Q.�s family estate. Before any more moves in that direction,
there was another murder job to be done.

Anna Brown had a cousin�-a picturesque full-blooded Osage In-
dian named Henry Roan Horse who liked to wearihis hair down his
back in plaits. On February 6, 1923, Roan Horse&#39;s body was found out-
side Fairfax, slumped in the front seat of his car. Henry&#39;s brains had
been blown out for reasons known best to Hale.

Two months later, while Hale was at the Texas Fat Cattle Show,
Fairfax was shaken by the explosion which killed Bill and Rita Smith
and their maid. After this, there remained only one little Indian�-
Mollie Burkhart.

But the blast that shook Fairfax alsoshoolr the Osage Tribal Coun-
cil to action. In desperation, the Indians appealed to Washington. A
lawyer composed their resolution, which said:

wt-|r.a£.92s, several members of the Osage Tribe have been murdered . . . �
and many other crimes committed against members of the tribe . . . an
rr . . . r.1=.sot.vno that the Honorable Secretary of the Interior be
requested to obtain the services of the Department of Justice in
capturing and prosecuting the murderer: of the members of the Osap
Tribe. . . .
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The appeal was relayed to the FBI and the order went out launch-
en investigation that was to last for three years and become o

the classic manhunts in FBI history.
FBI agents moved into Fairfax and found an almost impenetra &#39;

wall of fear. People were afraid to talk and witnesses who might have
given information had long since �disappeared. There were nu�ors
which sent the agents o� for days at a time on false leads. Someone,
they knew, was deliberately �planting� stories to confuse their search.
But the hunt continued. "-&#39;

No one in Faitfaipaid any particular attention when four strangers
drifted.-into. town one by one, a cattle buyer, an insurance salesman,
an oil prospector and an Indian herb doctor. They went about their
business, minding their own affairs.

Weeks passed without a break in the case. But then a signal was
passed and the {our strangers met one night in the -badlands to pool
their information and plan theirnext moves. The tésms buyer� was
the oldest, and he was the FBI agent in charge for this special under-
cover detail.

After hiearing the reports, he summed them up:��l�Iere&#39;s where we
stand: Anna Brown was killed on unrestricted [nonl&#39;government]&#39; land
and so were Bill and Rita Smith. We have no jurisdiction there. Bet
Henry Roan Horse was killed on restricted [government] Iand�and
that&#39;s our case. If we can break that case, I �gure we�l1 �nd all the
killers." �Hie others agreed. i

Months passed. The four strangers often met under the stars in the
Osage hills to exchange information and each time they met they had
a bit more information about the circumstances surrounding the mar-
ders. Gradually the picture was taking form. And the man in the pic-
ture was William K. Hale. Finaliy.U.&#39;te agent in charge told his men:
�Hale is our man without a doubt. He had a $25,000 insurance policy
on Henry Roan Horse�: life. And it looks as if he was working to get
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agents how Hide had dominated  all his life. He narnai the 1:511.--rs
Henry Roan Horse and the Smiths; and he said his uncle had plead!

the murders.One by one theikillers oonfessedjn each case theypointed the �re�
geratHa1e.Andthestoryunfold:_:d0£h0W�Ace�Kirbyhadb¢¢n
double-crossed after he blew up the-Qlnith home. -. J

But Haleiought back in one of the bitterest criminal trials ever
held in the Southwest. He boasted when arrested that he could raise

a million-dollar bond if necessary, and he must have spent a chunk q{_
mnnnu &#39;T192|I r-nnnrlrnnrn Hn�lnc nrlmn hiuhliahfn� Kev nhqrnme �F Lei!-.-_-..
_n.uvnvJ- pfli-r 1r92r92n..lI-¢92I92IQnI wuu-H-ww 1-v-v»v nnpbpncnaunuw-92n�w  UL UILUBLJ;

perjury and threats against witnesses. - -".~_ _ _
Bill Hale&#39;s battery of lawyers almost succeeded in winning freedom

for him. The Federal District Court held in his �rst trial that the gov-
ernment had, no jurisdiction, but the U. S. Supreme Court reversed this &#39;
decision. The second trial ended in a hung jury after a defense witness
gave perjured testimony. The perjurer was convicted.

Hale was convicted on the third trial, but still the*�ght hadn�t been
won. The verdict was set aside on the ground that the trial had been

held in the wrong district. % the fourth -try Hale was convicted and
sentenced to life imprisonment.� It was January 2.6, 1929.

In Osage County, the Indians� Tribal Council assembled again. And
this time they adopted a resolution voicing "our sincere gratitude for

fth� splendid work done in the matter of the investiga�ng and bringing
w &#39; &#39; to justice the parties charged with the murders oi . . . members of

the Osage Tribe of Indians. . . ." _
l The bloody reign of the �King of the Osage Hills� h ended. Thead

FBI had closed one of the most fantastic cases in its �les.
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In reply to your letter of October 15th,
you that Don Whitehead�s account of the murders in Osage
County,�Oklahoma, in the 1920s is accurate. Chapter 13 of

y r his book, �The FBI Story,� correctly depicts the tragic-
. " sequence of events to which you refer. &#39;
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2&#39; murder of;Henry�Roan before Federal Judge F. E. Kennaie: it
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.  Co:-;:ir;.:cc From Page One!
cam; convinctd that I "murder
s3&#39;m&#39;}:&#39;tc:ttc" ~om1=.ting of 8. group or
white men was and had been oper-
ating. More than rt dozen Indians.
both mun and women, had died
under Ill!�.-12!&#39;t�i0i.l.5 Cil� �LtI1l!ali;llC¢5,
agents learned. All of the vic-
tims wt-to inin-.1-nscly wcalt&#39;;:_v from

Q royalty Tlgiils in atirni-st 10.000 oil-
� wclls whirl: were spouting ¬orth&#39;

n11Ll.:oi*..5 cl� Kailonz. oi liquid
� wealth

In se92&#39;e&#39;:&#39;:~.l C-i=L..V:§&#39;-I the victims
1 were young lndiar. women �wlio
i had been rmt:-ricrl shortly before
. their d<*a=Eis in whii-L� men. Agents

became c-:ui92&#39;|i-nod. that tbs mm�-
Iicrs of the vicmen were plotted
by the gang before the wedding-
CCr¬l&#39;t&#39;l9231&#39;ll::S.

I�diiilzg. and white residents of
tho l&#39;Cr>92.�i&#39;92&#39;;1iiOl1 -.1 ere extremely
hesitant. to talk about the deaths.

,= . 5. _ .

niqiie Deception Methods .
By Fedora} Agonis in "Solving
Mysterious Cases Revealed Here?

Use t

ancc salesman� and �cattle buypf�
found ii. necessary to meet in re-
mote canyons and �hide-outs" of
the reservation.

The "mt-._dicine 1118.11" was so suc-
crssful that he finally sat in the
inner tribal council and actually
helped pass resolutions, taking
Il.l.I�1. in the Iiidian administration
ali�a.irs. The �insurance salesman"
actually sold Life insurance during�
the investigation.

éenring life sentences �ier be-
ing oonvictzd of murders in con-
nection with the Osage case are
William K. Hale, who was caller}
the �King of the Osage," John
Iuimsey, Ernest Burkhart anHi-lsey i&#39;fI0lTi.bDl&#39;l. records of mi
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I _
�By Federal
Mysterious Ca evealed Hero -

. - Y"- ¢

H-

.&#39; . &#39;___QFie_of _&#39;-h¬___¥11°Slvi|lI1iZ;|l._&#39;I§ an

Post ii.-Q ~"&#39;" .&#39;

Butte. 7-�rm £1  ,
TE�.

_ &#39;-&#39; _ .

.-&#39;n�_i.qu.e Dec.
ll}; ll

__........._._-...___.__h,,_ �

Although -1:11-ht; nf 11.0 Federal
Bureau of Inrmlignrinn oi":-n iimi
�it necemary in resort in disg�ifm
in,-"fern-icing� wlifficult /;;;;r:~. U101!�
"di53&#39;n.i.=~s" are never a~= ob�-&#39;io&#39;-is
and on!� oi ctqu-r!1nn&#39; a, thou:
Sherlock Hnimc-.< lb .~:u;.p~--cc. to
nave used, ar.1r; >1&#39;�ing to is. buy
-Banister. special 8-gent in c!1-urge
OI the Btlttc office of tin: FBI.

�Agents occasionally find it
nee " 1-3&#39; to resort to unusual tar-
tics in their il"iV£�Si1:H§lUii:§, bu:
they seldom re-smrt to c|:_-&#39;.;ul.1£&#39;.�<
luc is black mustache-.= :&#39;.:92d dark
gias!}cs," B3.1LlSt-ti� sa.i<1.

L

1.-

Banister.

§~

titlli. _
i Azrnis went to the re.=.e-nation
�-_.1u,_&#39;iI921.2S92.it2..l-i:. Ti1r;v_.J111icl53-92&#39;*�ll-921»

c_-=rr..: convinced that a "murder
¥J&#39;:1d.cate" consisting at 1 rroup of
white men was and had been oper-
ating. Mora than B. dozen Indians,
both men and women, had died
under mysterious circumstances,
agents jmrneci. All of the vic-
tims were lmrncwely wealthy from
royally right; u. almost 10.000 oil
walk which tr.;re spouting tort};
mllil�ns of �ailons oi liqui
wealth. K

in several £.~.&<*5 the ?:&#39;r&#39;..:.:n5§
were young Indian iqimen whoi
had bccn married shortly he!oi&#39;e&#39;
their deaths to Wilitc men. Agents
bccame cmivinm.-1 that the mur-
ders 5: the women were plotted
by the gang beiore the wedding
cur.-monies. -

Indians and whit; residents oi�
the reservation were extremely
hesitant to talk about the deaths.
&#39;I�!.s:}&#39; feared that �they, too, might
become victims.

Agents sent on the iiwesiigaiior.
were able to Speak the language
of the Indians oi. the l&#39;6$¬t�92&#39;ati0n~
and were those familiar with
tribal custom: and traditions. &#39; &#39;

They decided tnat it would be
necessary to US-c unusual tactics
in �l!re:i.ki.ug-� the case.

One agent becamg gn Indian
medicine man. Ills sluln was
painted and he donned suitable
ciutulnz. A second agent pos d as
a. Tens cattle buyer, |eeitil% to
�iir�bise mac. A third _ ent

successful invest-igaiioms conduct-
ed by G-men was on the Osage
Indian reservation in Oklahoma.
in 1922 &#39;am1 19:3. avc�r�ing to

During the two years preceding
11322 the Federal Bu.rea.&#39;u of in-

? vesiigation in Washington, D. C-.
I. recciwzl I communicatipn from
» the rhieiq, of the Usagé Indian
- tribal council aaking� the �Great

White Father� to ilwestigate it
. serie.» oi� death; on the re¢|_-r92&#39;a-

~qp- �. .

�92

ance ualesman� uni �cattle time
found it nncwsary to meet &#39; r
mote canyons Ind "hide-0 ta� *
the reservation. _

The �medicine man" was 11;.
ccssfu] that hoiiinaiiy sat 1:�
inner tribal council and actna.
helped pass resolutions, taki
part in the Indian administratis
minus. The �insurance salesma: "
actually sold life insu.rar_cc mini;
the in92&#39;1:stig&#39;aticn.

Serving li:�¢ scnlenrey aftgr be-
ing convict:-d of murder; Ln can-
nection Witljrthn C5452 case ax:
William K. Hale. who �R1? caflel
the �King of the O&:tge&#39; J�hn
Rauuscy, Erriosi Burkh andKelsey Morrison, records�zr tin
FBI reveal, acc.ordir.g to Bonin-
ter.
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&#39; -  � &#39; The O5 i§&#39;G-JIfi:.�§|.1Irtr� ]r>;-s. 92
_ _ £1-1.-:11 Illa; 010.. &#39;

lahoma state peninentiary to-call»: whet W-3,5 pas-
&#39; -&#39; .,-_;-The parole of E.&#39;1&#39;.e.s� E.::"kl;.;1&#39;=;

"Ni" &#39; 511913� the mQst&#39;rr:-markabfe n*.1:�:l&#39;i01" case in iile
history 0! the &!uthwes.1._&#39;:l:»:.

mg of Osage I1:c�.1an.s £0: ti:-:.r mi ;.c-...i:ig111r>
&#39;r.&#39;.0.»:~ ale slav-

&#39; ,- -in that part Of CI1~Z11��.}�rf�|2�!�, ; };{,j.�921j
� Hill�. &#39;

BE�g�iILI_1il&#39;]Q&#39; Ma}; £2, 1921, :1 .~. :.92-_

.&#39;-1 the Os:-.ge

of :�=;e:&#39;dcrs4 _.
Di b0Lh Inc�.:.,:1s and wh�  n; r;-1, ~»;;..cn an

fifst. were non cor.-necicd ~:.:..-; -:1 ¢;;�,._-;-
. - &#39;-?.1__ _ authorities. The: -;.=gcn:: 0: 11¢ I

54- . &#39;

J:.;;Lt�. E1;.1=&#39;=.-5
-J-.:_� _ department of _-1.�-:1ce enacred ;;:_- .-_-;1_q__ and

made the die-c:cv£:&#39;f.� the; u 512;: cf Q11�; @115 1-__.@;

bEen_ killed, ap1~r..-;1i*.}g.- in Sn. 1 1:-_:l&#39;d cf :1 con-
spiracyv

. Burkhart ev_c;1i."a1I_v W115 :-l:-zwi-_-cf, a;.<I {;92&#39;j[�;..
fessed to 2. macabre plot. He
that he was rm-.r&#39;:&#39;;e:i to Z�.Iulli:&#39;:

=92 1.� _

DECEMBER 21&#39;, 193 �F.

E

0

� W

ri�:...=-�n-"* 4&#39; "� John Ramsey, were also impiic:iteE~&#39;-L
The sole surviving member 0! the Q! 5?Y*"-i1Y-

= Lme,E,v_1rkL".a.1"l;&#39;; v.-1£e, Mollie, was 111 at the .

and it v92&#39;a..s the supposinion that eh: waz; being
adminl.>.Lercci slow poison. 301&#39; �hen 1191&#39; 3�-115&#39;

band and

oned, slie
Hale v.&#39;as sentenced Lo a hfc

iapeedily 1&#39;ecove1-ed, -
hirll�.

the etluer eomplrelors were nnpris-é

-ihe
Iedeml P1155011 at Leavenworth, where he is at
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Ezrnlxes-t Burkhart, Osage killer, Isl ;G!.V¬3-I_in�3l.gl i h l
 � &#39; Leave From McAléstcr Penitentiary-

-�IA 90-day lc-are of absence for Ernest Bqrkhar
ernrnent&#39;s star witness in ,_t&#39;he fa1�I101_lS&#39;i&#39;OS&g&#39;G&#39;1&#39;El
for trials a decade. ag0,;Was announ_qe§l_T1l1lT$daY
E_.__Eerry, aciirig g&#39;o".&#39;ernor._ *&#39; -   -

Berry saio Burkhar; will be released from the

horas in Fairfax. - H r I ,
--_Burkh;.rt received a life sentei"1cq_when he pleaded guilty

to a n.urde1&#39; charre in state  court at Pawhuska after testify-
ing against his uncle, W. Iiule, reported ringieaderin a_
murder plot egfzzin st several Osage  Indians inifederal court
at Guthrie. - or &#39; � - � W"-Q

1 Hale 1&#39;ec<=E92&#39;r-rel a life sentence at his first trial" in 1926,
won a I�¬;&#39;-&#39;BI&#39;S2�.l in the circuit court ...0f .appeaIs_-�and was re-I
turned so l1eave1:92vo:th /penitentiary. for another life_ sen-"
fence afier

,~¢~=
.92&#39;

nety-Day .

., 1- Q - .

�C-� ihe-isev-_.
go, of.___ter-
;by 3&#39;ai1ies_

McAIesi;er -

peiiitentiary to atiend i;o_per_s-Jnai business affairs a.td92his£

2. second conviction. � _ i &#39; &#39;

Biirkhart, iwi.� 45 years old, is-?/-&#39; _ 5&#39; *�"&#39;* W V _. T
a. trusty at
as chaiiffaiir

I
I

-�ii-�-ls�fe?� 31151 iii-5*w Burl-�&#39;:a:&#39;?.�s wife, Moiiie. Tnroiigh
I0!�uffiCia1V1S1*£-DIS. ine series �of o&#39;<�:1t.h.s, which lei:

The leave creoared by Berry is LWJBS 01 033585 in �BY ��-&#39;."1�=�-� �"95-
, - _ ,�_ T. . _ - _ 92 1921.;&#39;s. Burkhart iiihcriuzd �ve head-
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»>  Here Are Osage Indians With Their Squawa

-1 -

E Ta?-:Z~1;; Part in thef�lomp Dance,�Which Lasts
<. - ~ All Day and Night. They �Nork Themselves

Into a. F renzy, Dancing Until They Fail *
Exhausted to the Gr_<_>und.

-;_,|� &#39;
-I  ...-

- n-

&#39; ONE of the most&#39;exciting features of the work
_c{ the Bureau of Investigation is its juris-

diction over crimes committed on&#39;Indian reser-
V vat:&#39;ons.,. In the following article is told the

insirle story oi how special agents tracked down 1
a notorious gang of fugitives who "muscled in"

w on the rich oil lands of the Osage Ind�ians,spreaa&#39;- ;
ing death and terror. It provides a vivid arid�

�fascinating picture of the versatility of Uncle;
1_-Sam&#39;s highly trained Secret Service sleziths. �

"1 The author of this series of articles was per-
mitted by the Government to explore the whole 92
machir.-ery of the Department of justice-&#39;s Bureau �

2  � 4 of Investigation T-inclutling secret documents = _3 . � t - from its famous files until now closed to all. l &#39;
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W. &#39;K. Hale, �King of the
Osige Hills" of Oklahoma,
Now Serving a Life Term

 ;f0I&#39; &#39;Murdei&#39;. He Headed a
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� bleak, lonely hi.lls of the Osage Indian
country were dotted with signal fires that

_ set�-aflame" the late Spring evenms Ski�-
Erom every direction came the steady, rhythmic
_I-hg§g.t92,_of_ -the tom-tom, rising and subsiding in
$v§a,ves_&#39; of;_Qp1jnpus�sound. _ &#39; .,
 Terror and tragcdygere -in the_flames and
~th;e&#39;drun1s, for�-they told of the murder of-.Anna
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_ Before he is assigned to la realhl

given theoretical casesfto solve�m1i:?&#39;
beries, frauds, etc. Then he accompan.

@1&#39;-9-11 §Deci_al agent on a real case, after
submits his own report on it. If that 1
dicates that he is ready to take up the
blllty �Jf 3-p §D6¢1H-1 agent he is detailed.�-
the Bureau s twenty-two field offices, I
the following cities? e &#39; &#39; C"

Blfmlnsh�fll. Charlotte, Chicago, 2&#39;
Dpll�éi Detroit, Honolulu, Jacksonville

i 5
We

5 7 .

. _li
SI -, _ T
ar
. &#39; &#39;4» .- $7�

.icl1,:..�ife-I

OI�  L";
5P0  &#39;

°�?£E"}-ale
i�.. &#39;;�l%|,n�_
inn &#39;



F .
Ir ,
=2�.

It

Q-9-&#39;5?
..=_,-_;.

&#39; G
z

"2O� .qr; <.
-_,,|..
.-1 i .
ii�!

_�>t

"" ._

~-.

5&1.

&#39;1

_~l
i,»

re  .:.~__

fit
>5; ,&#39;

séi�

ii:-&#39;2.1,
4/

..»

--e
gs»;
*3
"iii
i�..&#39;.§"

n .

F",

Q. .
92

. 1-. .W A _!<&#39;> 1:;
~92 �*..a.,_ -. &#39;

<-

.__»§,.b_.l.a,§. &#39;=.
1-� -.V.� ,»- P
av -1»

I.--92..».

.:;

,,.
&#39;- &#39;:&#39;I

3.1 -&#39;
_,.

-ii �.
O £55

._ H�
4%.?s -= .

-1
a�.-I?

J

_,-.-4�.
-

t.

.�}.�_-
._.,_&#39;_
;.»r"

J

,1! I -.

-_.ui- _-�

, .
J. -V.

.:_r

Z1.

&#39;r
f.-it ~

&#39;~ --:

&#39;.f�-&#39;w

1.--<1

92-I . .
h

/..
.-�.

it
s- .1

iii I"  1

2-"

E .

e<-»
it

4 _f 1W

�iv,-_

i

f»
. "$7; ..

�

>

1

I

3

II

I

1

P

1

1

K
1

1
I

I

1
1
I

4
Q

1
i

Y�I

I

!

5

0
1
2
3
4
S
6

7
8

9
O
l
~2

3

8

9

f7�§idei&#39;ation in a late; chapter. But
&#39; there is uiidoubiedly a more sig-

- �ni�cani: picture of the secret SQ?�-*
If vice&#39;s relentlcssness, in the track-

, v _�  .jin_g down of criminals,in the case
�~ &#39;_ " 5;.   ",&#39;0f/the �Osage Indian ll�.Ll1�ClBl&#39;=5.�
 1 &#39; Y &#39; j _ This series of CllE.lDOllt3B.l crimes

F

So� now the Osage Indiagnslsough: tliB T.
methods of_.theix ancestors;*tc...prdolaiirn-&#39; .= &#39;
their -terror and sorrow. -That night the l _
tom�-toms beat and signal �res �ared from . "F-i.

hill to-h_ill---telling all Indians to "be _i.;-is >!e.}~,�§,_*
�i-1*�-£1 Q.~i..¬+ 4-�L=,.¢ H..." ..i...&#39;|&#39;i-:_,_ ¢1.&#39;_-
4_i_vi;_i..:iy:ii1. Hid-L war: btiilhllig� L118 V�
hid indoors and kept their children� c1&#39;_

lenf. "|&#39;
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1 1- Smith took it upon himself to dir_ec�l
thaprivate in92&#39;eEi.igati0:1 and fndlng
him� was Henry Roan, 2. hanosome.
Po �gar Qgggg who was C.1&#39;8Cl.1�6¬:Cl by
|..:.. .......1.. ...-ms i-...i.&#39;m.- nL&#39;}"l,_&#39;er5 tr; peer
  VYIU-ll l.lO92Vil.b3~c92 H .1 i

in "the future and foretel. cven_ts.
. Y H was in other words, an u110�3<11&l&#39; - " I .

-. jfm dicine man.�_ I &#39; ..
r =-~.7=~&#39;*i hether the investigation of _Snntli
&#39; - .�a;1d Roan got close to tho solution o1

&#39;1;he&#39;i0ng 5e;-ies of murders will never
. 7 be known. For one day P~0%�~I1&#39;5 M93553

Zbody was found in a_ can}/�On. 51L�-n�1�P@Fl
�over the wheel oi his car. The evil
spirit" had claimed anothei-. -

1 , 51:.� . _».&#39;. &#39;

-92-

1

" :ENRA&#39;GED, �Will Smith went before
i. _ I the T1-ibal Cozrncil and demanded

e that thef murderer be tracked down
and killed. Whenhe was sorted with
"the old �superstitious explanation:
:�Evi,l Spirit," he roared out_:_
&#39;.f._1».;¢. �No! There is no e*:1i spirit except

~ �one in human form E" � U
, &#39; fl" �Name hire. Dare name him!
� the Triba.l&#39;o�icers dc-1r.t.r.olod.

"&#39;§

: &#39;  &#39; -But Will Smith kn_e&#39;»&#39;v he d¢*~_I�¢51 "0?-
�F - speak He {Did his wife �mat nighié, as

,_ they sat in the living room or _t._.e1r
  luxu�oqs home, l3lZB»I�l.lI&#39;92iK:1SS one Tribal

.  �Council acted_1mmeo2afc:;.&#39;_. HQ would
�peak and 1-,_gnie_ the fiend who held
the reservation in a stare of terror.
Midnight drew ,near.anc1nir. and Mrs.

- p Smith retired, as did toe; 1d_omes_t1Ic
=�-"st Nettie" Brookshnio,  hrfzlif �-ff-1-"3 81?;

 __j-.�_-jgw minutes after_*nnon1g_,l. 1l"r<;!dvWB.S .-jgqm�c ggplolion; a great sheet of_*12=»I1_¢w�I�
t sloped the house. Mr. and_.92<:.rs._ Qnno , as _ e.
.09_g;their maid, were blown into ei.c:n1U-
;1 ;.1sThe Tribal Council knew it must act at last-

_ _ ..&#39;i

&#39;_ .

ceremonials. Not onlydicl this
agent act as a medicine mania "

actually dispensing the sweetened
-water, but he also served as medicine,
�man in the Inner Clrcie_and T1-iba}§
Councils, helping the chieftains to&#39;_&#39; &#39;
make plans for the administration
of their tribal problems. *_,=�., f- It was thus that the agent came sl
to learn of an amazing condition: ~
on the reservation. It so ha parted t&#39;=u
time of the �rst transition fl-om equal
to great riches and pro�igacy among t.
there were in the regionmany notcij
nais who_ were fugitives from justice. 1�
"gone out, via the "grapevine," that
stretches of country, dotted with num
yons, provided an ideal haven for
wanted by the authorities.  ; e

AMQNG those who �ed to the reserve
"* were thirty-two criminal: wanted
the police of various cities for bank
train robberies. They formed the nuc
of a spectacular gang of murderers-
bers and pillagers almost witiiout pan
in the nation�s criminal history. 3"
i � _ These outlaws looked with greed: &#39;,
cious eyes upon the new wealth of th-*.: 5
But how to get their hands on it �I Tho:
not strilse out for it, for fear that the
meat might discover their presence �on
vation. But a leader came along to at

t
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the way. Who he was�the master mind &#39;oeuh...§
that long series of murders--was to be revealed
in an unexpectedly dramatic way.

__uno special agent, posing as a Texar cownian
quick on the trigger, became friendlyv

of woods outside of Pawhuska, Oklahznte. -o _ 1-
vinced that the agent was another �".&#39;o,;itj  "

g.

&#39;lI.h HO," Eof the outlaws. They met regularly m� a cI �

"an; of E
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HUT the agent had other _ti�|.l{&#39;lQ_T8 to do." He tele-
4� phoned e third agent, who was traveling
about es an insurance salesman and who had

been checking up onthe gang murders. This
-agent visited �Blackie" in prison and there. con-
vinced that Hale had double-crossed him, the
convict told an amazing story. = . _

It was how Hale, anxious to cement his
power in the Osages, had hired the gang of
fugitives to kill "persons who blocked his prog-
ress or whose wealth hen-anted to i-�handle!�
Hale�e chief lieutenant. was his nephew, Ernest .
Burkiiart. Hale had successfully, arranged the
marriage of Bnrkhart to the sister of Anna

�Brown in order to get a grip on the wealth of
one of the reservatiorfs richest families. When
his plans became known to Anna ~Brown, Hale
ordered his chief gunmen, John Ramsey and
Kelsey Morrison, to kill her, The order was car-
ried out. -

. Then when Roan and the Smiths became

r.uepic.ions oi Haie, they, too, were killed, Thus,
one by one, other Indians who had learned of
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E� I LAW _1N THE OSAGE HILLS. S
1. &#39; After six years and the expenditure 0! theusands &#39;3�

_ -of dOl.m_:�:i| ibé Gave:-nznent has ¬-.92&#39;]!¬|$8d. and q.mvicL- , "
&#39; -1- .. ed William" K. Hale, "King 01� the Osage I-Ii11s,&#39;_&#39; and -

�T4 - Kl; ~",� � _ - �_ §J&#39;ohn flainacy, his chief IieuLc-r.ant- iii a,.d.ast..&#39;1rc1iy-
m-.n-6.-1- ring which sneciaiized in killing Osage�In-_

dianb Em ...ei: insuriince money. Both got life sen-.
-=" -;r.�_. �dances. .  .4"  -
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