* . ? “vntv ~\.A_\'*~_‘3v

Boome Brown, and that dde wouldd not o horidats Lo LI 02
ctilapren, & short tine nreior to h.t “r’j"-“ R R AR T
groaticn «ith lele ralative to & £6,000 {aneibedness wilen D04
elafuon was us hin by Hale. Sm;tw aft.sar .?*:35 adtergation, on tam
of Barch 10, 1988, the huuse of Willism E, Seith was blows uu by huvls
f;’ﬁ'%ﬂi'fmmon Refr of nidro-glyewrin E"“},’J teid u‘mﬁ“ ity bBlewiow ‘rh@ ¥, .
atoms wad Flling Rite Swpith, wide ol W. B, Soitng s_mfi Hettic .nnkw‘r&,
& white servant =irl i*“'“i':aﬁita*xe,:m 21y, ond horriily seosiing the ﬁu\l;,” ag -
Willian ¥, Sﬁ."‘i.h v lived = few hom e, howerar, and stated his be

t‘w:t, He lis hu\d E‘x&; tim kil 1!:(1., :

o - ¥ . )
S Theowas SovelLp ol "'h!’*‘:hf’l"i im&‘.sumt“ or by Suran aronts Lot
Rk O 1“Vm Ee. Hale had'lir d Jonn ? My ard hed Sold f(iv y¥oto purder
N'L“lbm* B, Suith and By wife ond wad sibseguently reid Doy a,:nww‘..:m _
B1000.00 for perlursdrs the murdors Thooe facts wuve mroven by wevs N
a vonfession rbtaic ,d‘ Tror John R«msvy hi.mmlir, &8 wrll o s the elnTy
Erngat Brarkbayt, oo pointed out Saiihts housd £0 Romsey ne wisby, A
acting under i.T‘"ﬁ‘"hmuiO"L; Trom thle, and »rm a«:nw‘-* cul Rorssr or oha day o o
of this murder to inforn hin thet Willlas b, Helw ol Hoary G:'ﬁu&..&:r, 1“
arder W alisyn S‘LL{ Loton, m.r',, guoing to ot ‘J(K"L‘E"l

conference, ~nd that Wiillam <, Seith and H,s R

night, It aceeloped further tiat "4‘1111'::3. ¥, Tis
the netorious owtluw, Al Seoacer, o esait U :
vefus d, steting thut yhila A ne c.s,ig.smﬁ..iei%;; . Tubh L
blmmp & sofe and killing iu h‘.v;d uite in sy ST
30 lony as to oarder "-e"‘l.u,ws incividuals Jor ndiny . AL Smuncc
rofoscl lals altappted to hipe "30ackle? Thoarmedn, T 2
- frther, John Quegg, Lo owroarr ”:.1_, am S Atk and b
refused. : :

""h d ¥, fdule bremee zirand that Baos® Riryr, o f'»x;'t'*’ cipalea
in the surdor 1;.. Swith factly 88 sob oonb stove sod whe aelaelly 0
the Tive-g ‘\_}E‘u md wf hitr"ﬁ- ~°33m~~*'§.n ‘.md;;r u"‘ ‘ Aeuss el st L
vould rrr‘zka Kripemy Holduts
persundad Klxby o “--tt,,w*t tnr z‘ub’r}f:r}'_{. Goomrdn o st' v
Oklaama §tate line, zsvuring kirby thoi the ovner of s patay sl
Cpessacced ¢ orhoin vrluably gors. The wwnar o8 Mae ule ; '
of the exsel .y of thy oot platod cobliary fa r:;f foread i
SJAnte the groemy ob g thrwegn the wludow, grocbol Nl v Un seversl Lo
buckshot {rob a siwir s, thoroly Yeuoving o withh5s win € uuld nEAE L
-Halg and hls assselstes. '

T e enmmaty ok o s
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ﬁmﬁ v “Pnoadditiion te the scludicn ul ile murders, tﬁ".c:“?-"al'w:, Fipou

Arens &.scwerm T ""‘c.‘L.u- '%'mk‘mrt, fld-rlocd Ooope Indisn wife ol

Y -+ Brnést Markhart, who ol.oae -rm.u.m‘ Latweoon Wililorm Haloets {Luﬂifm Ervest
S: U Barkhard, awnd the £ r”tmc o the Lizzie Qe Samily, b W v o

i Govermment cummanead 1ts luvesiigalion L the snge.vns Syiny U a0 vhat

i 'ii:‘“nas Bbelieved to be Qlcgr peigoninT. 1t ;5 an a*‘t&ff At fact Uah o opoen ol
% as she was cotten bt of the condred of Burlhert o 0o sho droaliately

ragamaﬂ her healih on' §s ivd T Bonaye

In t:om,wt*n* investisaticng L Bhove, o ard.es oo sz(»l'm. RS+t SRV

: ;29‘“« g Pn.ds.,n._x, Buresn of Invesbirailon posal a8 an Indiua nadislen 4..;&-4 i wn '

: 3350 underawtr investi-ation, ol imins ¢ be in secreh of rel-dives vhe had o
; bl Uklahmm ;;:::v:)r*:;“ ¥e -:'* ':mfur':. i MRS

A >

APt b
tolng sronad

¥, o Aoy the
2 .

oLy wr' wordnis, thorsby
C ~% achinem s A

- Indior ans, vz.sitea in tfhw,.r hc““a, mtu um:” P
gain...n'* suach usoil infur aiis. Hob ordy &
[

T

Comedicine wmarn in actucliy Jlspomsing tho swed mnhone oo b Indims
}S"""v %, - : b . R - 2 N
gadn thelr cmnfidoenee and cau;;:rr:tifm, bu., nEoeaSi servel as oan Indiun
@

iy 3& . nﬂdicin+ wnn, in the dnnoy elrelo ant bribeld waweils, Relpine thou fo make
o o plnx§- Lor thy ad n..;tmti;n of their tribel *-“.»:'o'h._::.i anG guvermasiabe

argrbuer Speednl driat of the Paderal Sucenw ol Tnwostipatl g
mrm** WRETEOVOr O LLe ooy possd as oan Tasuroaes solasoon tnloaswenlis
Traeld 1ife insurance of & 1 sibinate cn-.mt,‘ba 1, vharehr goining ong g
the hopes of Influesti=l sitisoie ad gokboring wsehu ,‘;ﬁax*mw”n, wiich
Tthe citizens refused £n pive o guvermwent :*.:*-nt.. onenly Tecouss of their
foar of William Y. Helee In coancetion with Lufg zal» ‘sf 1ife .gmwc iy

oofeourse, Infoppmbtlion sfovt thc persenal habllts and “wonr g T.)em of

6 apromation avalleble to insurane’ CoRgumics wovll ‘.-: “n‘* Loed, oad
¥ frequently this infemation wawld hove oo diraed beariis on the dillerent
§8 anglos of the casc wmdnr invecbigntione This ~".Hw*u; eonbLebed W e K.

gg Hale hiswodlf under uis fulse of en incurams ‘11 auety, el aliues eueen ol
: him 8 polisys

52:3,11 ancthier Spoedel Agwet of thoe Tederal Bupoow of Irvostioedd
¢ part of o 3 “'n Toxas covann, and established close cssoclaticn
»f Halofs im.‘; ten and ':‘I"p‘l.u:ff.)&'ﬁ, aldl o wiom gnimowingly '
At o yseful ind arotione The apents of tio Fadersl Buresu of Tne

't.iga‘bicn whe YD wt‘rk.m{: undercover on thig gase offen met in renote




. = 11' -
‘:' * s
o F e
Ll .
: an urou* D.E.PCS in 1,‘19 Osege courtmy, such i t'e woodo nreoviously
" Soc ke & mect i place 1 Al Sp. er au P his ewbiac | ong, oo Dend Font

where many -murdt.rs =1d robheries hid been plovied, Two .= ¢ of;
deral Bureau of I.m,st:.gatlrn, together with a liv.iicnatt at v oW
rS.oto Bureau of Criminal Identifisation cf Clialmia. upon one ocu”v’“‘a :
-sat up for two nights and days with a sumnlet witnu'" tofor. cLrainl
“faistetement from him, The interostilar incidents cccur.ings i the in—
',; vestigation wnd the frisl of the g,.;.u.ty varties involived in thess mur-
' uﬁ,}"“ ere too murerius Lo acntlon, - :

A

“"’urt L:. ey i: “bﬁ*us“ co*xfassion cnt."fd Ty '-eaL. i*:i.ﬂtr marn
proved

'_-f'tines a du,r Up*“r hi-. 1 g nsmb t.o a ra’ et ri:; mt‘n ag: '11;5, 'upon
reaching ta: ecachler e cus o] %o have Jour nicc:s of ple ~nd thre:

iplenes of cuke upon, hik triy and cemplsliacd of Th) Juet thut he hod no 16

for ar mest dishh’ -

. ‘Jewey Sidrh, a matoedl.d Govirmmont witness, tostified to the fact
, ..h_t he was hirdd ¥ &.ﬂli K. rIue to mirder 1; scy iforrisants wife, He . .
26 - T wde released from une ;,yrar-\sw Cwasas, Jall to wostify, snc while bedng h...Ld
= : . at Guthrie, Dklchoma, with other nalerial witnessus who had teen transforred -
m,;ﬁ : trem the Kansar Stato Penitentisry, ne woe It in a jail cell of wideh all
.7 the bars were found tc nave 'cen parily saret. He showed hiz appreciziion
by brealiing cut the sawel Yors ant RAS sulisegueniuy locatad by Bureau
agents clad enly '. his wngerclothing, attencting to kide in 8 varrel at
.+ @ preseing shop at ";wnuu:ca, Oklahoms, wherc he s r.av,.;xh nis suit pressed,
He gave as his reasun for the jail break that he intended calling on & lady”
«s . friend, who, ircicentalily, was his ex-wifc, Cecilisa Iigheart, full-hloed .
C‘Jsagb worar.
e

On ancther ceeasion Sulph wallied oub ¢ & “ralion Joiler, taking
with him the jailer’s pistol, and afierwards siols an wwi.mcbile, in 1xcb
he made llis escape. He war recapfured by Burezu aants v o subsegu
.and returned to testify at the irinl of Hale, DLewer Sclpa's unext atiemp
.- to escape, aflor ‘mving beer returned to tho Arkmnsts Siate Penitentiary .-
to compriete 2 souvence there, resulted fut lly For hia.

T While ibr 4rinl was acturlly in proguuss & rurcan agent obtiined

Fin om;tion to tha -f‘fcct that Hule wis revelivin; loitore from 2 witness whe
Hae merfured himgull ol Hale'c foemer tricl. Thic coeni scarched Holuts -
44¢711 asd Joeated in the bzaclovhl g ti.0 Trtiers fron ihe vitness sioilyg
et haa perjur<. himecll in bulefs bohalf at the Iast trial and i maf.ﬁ
- Going€ ®o «:ain, This <dtness was sub eyautly sunt to the Staue Puu;':.tl.c.}?>
: 52:- «~s- for Rlie oa a charge ~7 - wrder, unc {n: ‘statan nis aire introduccd ap.iqast
53 ‘&mﬁale t his final T1..1.

-

-‘5 l W An attorner for Iule Loc.iunrd two trames and esrnfully school -8 FL
and.n hclpi.ng prepare a defence for the trial of iale, The alert sgonts
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Te ’ . o
CMironu discovered thic ritustion, somwred eonlopsloasddrem i
: wf pravensed hnlr avpoarangs at the traal. E"Cm-xe WAL 28 S
Wi.if‘y volentarily seths trial of Halo aad Domoor il Fuoli¥e
BBt gonhenoes Leosuwse 0f sheldy periured tetimerye P N e
Y Lhem mis 0. o Gor, whe was glvan @ senn LT St reire-in Al
Ml Penitentiory and fioed S100.3N.  Oibes ‘.:"".i' 5 -m velatives of
‘H&l& were sontencol Tey peins in conbempdt of '
' \'ﬁ.m. She legal wropress nf tLe vourd. Sl

11:.5 wraal Tgr omurder, offered an aliti to

J.&x, C}(‘L..m‘luag.—u, O Lne dmt‘? of Thuw ;
svestipabion by sgente ol e Burcwe resulbteg
el rorister a8 onoold .erum woman sho bad o
F Lenting it Ransey
?& ; m..w @

L, ;*’ T

AOres Sumhbly mrz.:..n;t Ly ethie Latapenl of Hale, LP WY G T haw by

= A §
change hoy tostimouny, This Iaa uowug subguquentsy senhanced L0 S Gttt
fmnt.hs :m & Federal Pendtontiory for tbic aclien on lde pars,

John Ransey, wpoun b

lect hat o wua rod In T
; va‘r? oh o wag belng {paed.

r. the prod: ebiore el She bt

Qmsr’ty porated o 0tEL Wk *L..r“n', Haahuma, refl

" ,wm uctuxu.;.;f regluterod Dn Lhis botel on the dav o

CIndinn woman, it *a:"u?..apué h..;.. ooy Pwnlohed of

4

“ <’f 3"-4 5

L

: Upon Lae cuteosoful eonclusion o the ed
; ) - L p
,” ‘Heascy angd the other dndieidesnle fowvelvad in Ghwe murdars, '

“““ Enlo oo

~

Cange

39“‘ © cindisns, through thely tribsl council, prsse ed resclaniong, carolled
303X upon the reeords of bhe tribes, cxrpesoing thelir aopre sehabior of thy

S - . . = s
11 oo great service rendersd by asiatc of the Pudurnl gureou of Irwostlgieion | o
22 . . in breaking we the viciow. murder ring whien had Leen preying upen thal =
o 33 - tridbe for yours. ‘ e
7g

Hill,,“

rde and Joar pamsoy wees Lrien
35 D vne:ll tni o i‘}'\-&\. B

strict Sourt ob Gubhrde, Dhichoms,
o Ddstrict’ La-m‘v at Cklnboer Gy, Ghladwss, awl ane
t Distrinst Court at Pashush:, Oklohoma; resulting
for thr wrrder of -Henry Roan and sendenced to X
- Pederal Pondbsntimy o Leavengorth, Kansaz. These
“Cdn the rederal Covdy dne Yo the Tachk taab *-;‘zn; Uald
Jurdsdictdon over the aoal pifes ahoos | '
se:“t:ence" inpeaod :Lt: Yhas stats ouais oy m\m_'t\.hu
*eriton had e Jopirlistion woers Broost Turid
ni;. pari In vhoe poeder of GII1Tan ELoSmithoanh Al ,
Il dnnrdsonaesdt Soxr tho mwrder of ania Toows, ‘mw Svan Suriiant,

;;.-'N)th”r w3 Tenaat Jar ‘dl&l‘i Lawree shebets cvidenes in gravw gnavd sud
CWASRiveT conviotod, ’ ‘ v

R < }»)4 el

murdorad, Ofhae
wl.-ie'“a vhe United
S lf:f b 2 »;1 £ \'7.
l;\-i ¥ Morelson,

Lody Laum atding e onote that wpon the tiral tedal of Hars o)
tm Fod rad Dlototeh Sourh paded et Loy o Jurd. diebdaon o
iy OBy tU bs;._ roooened Ly Vhe Bupreae Loues tne Uniicg Sﬁl‘ba‘:ﬁi
n the cemparzt®rely shord ;o Lioed ol SeeadpsIte dgn. From U
1 frial of Hale and Bimsey in the Pudesal Cere at Guilln o hw::z;ﬁ
w«lltefi Tl sase was rotrisd ob Sklaboma ity in o Pederai
ﬁ{uct Emsm. at Olklshoma Uiy, DRlahomi, dnd Lol Lule 0 JOImey ware

~
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_G’{.ed'a.n.; sivan life rcentonces, Haiv «~j-.ps;:r.1cd &T!d. bad nis convictiy
F3aG upon the ~round thot sho casc had been trd :1 i t‘w wrang '3 oaard
decigion nuwbaroticeity reversed R :

2

nats CosTie FLon wiad. oo i
trir.} Hula '-nd TamecT ogled £or o coverands Ard st Aracd Sew note]
p idoril Dizirict Court ot rawiuska, um‘mm*, b lt'L.T”w m convig

«?ﬂ s“ntances as set fcr‘»h abova : ) . RS
o _.,ﬂ“". . e

i)n- other intores ti.ng sidelirhi Lo theoe vos.s o oo fael st
Billid Hale, Cthe beantiful dayhber P We e onale, wltadn o ocomparlt
shery tine arvnor -'-ﬂ"r wihoe na.u.l poon aeny to o the noniton L ﬂ.:r:";c:l a

) Crealthy ruld-hleod Osnp. Dodion, 2reg¥od 2 ha:r.:, -’.v‘ at pr;e,;,nt iives
a‘g .(...p}..x.n o -cw n\.‘qadruu yards ..r 1 the spuu waers ama Irown s aurdersd bou‘r
=+ was found, e -
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P. 0. Box 308,
sutu, iiomam

CRI"E Ol ‘DIDI'\H RESERV‘ IGH

¥

pihes M " on Muroh z 1649, BARLAN L. HILL Unitad statu ?roaatiun m *"iust
. “Bolse, ,I&sho, advised 'S4 DAVID W, MURRAY - nt "Boisi, thet he had that cuts ..
; dfrent&d a Tetter to WALTER K. ORICH, Parale Fxeautivs, United Statey .
i Plrale. Nashington, D. ., relating to the sbove cajtioned md,._
'viduai who" 1: presently paroled under HTILL'S supervision, (LI stutud thi
lattor Tequested URICH to confer with the Director conserning informetion
;ppming in the uomio book entitled “STEY® SATYDFRS, Speeicl Azent, PaLY -
for Marsh, 1949 In oonnection with the information appearmw in this

N RAHS‘T ‘gerved 21 yours of & life aentence for nis par*mis&tianf B
‘tn the Osage Indian Yurders in (klehome, 'He was suroled Irom the Unlted —
tates Panijentiary, Lasvenworth, Zansas, some time @yo sig iz presewtiy
li.ving with & som At WeCsll, Idsio. Hit—FB{—-&wmber—ia%— Some "‘-w costEal
#go RAMSEY mppeared at TILL's office in Rolse with the [ferch lssus 7 {2
above mentioned comic book. He told WILL that a person livin: in !*o(:*?w
had callsd hil attention to the ifaot that the name, JOIN R/ .¥Y, ap #n0el
in the ‘ploture story ocongerning the Osage Indisn “urlers, Sinocs that time
gosaip in the smell NoCell community has plagued Ri“IRY, whe—s 89 yetrs .
oid, FHie protest to HILL related to thg uge of his uewms §n the story
'HTLL stated that the Iu'tiule reports the details of RAMSFY's pertic.wm ion
in the Osage Indian Murders &nd infers that the story is based on uu & Bl -
Pjr,gcso epd indicstes the characters in the story sre esuthentic with the .~
exgeption of STEVE SAUNDERS, Speclel Agent. HKILL 2ssumed the artisis h..d i
) epnred with t-he oooparation ot the ¥al.

;’HILL feola tha nat result a!‘ the artivie, &3peou'u" singe %t -
Ml'f. hal Jnterfered with Rmm's p&rolo ndjustmert. At preseut

"
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; ‘_mf wilhu to leave Hocull and locato olsewherc but dou not, hu'n the.
M8 to do'so. RAMSEY told WILL he felt his debt to society had been
= hny paid and seem no reason why fiotitious neuss wers not used in
the preparation of the article, -HILL ¢%pressed the sems sentiment and in
iy ltttor Yo his’ superior ‘asked that’ attempts. be made -to consider the " %
virlaal Mty of per raitting’ articles ta!iﬁ'public aonsmption Yo use the raal
; gubdeot gpgrt;l,,u. D . »
; Lttomptu ‘were mdc at Boiso to asgure tha uaroh {esue of tha &
'aroromentioned oomio book with negative results, Yews stands sre now
5 .eat\u'ing the vy, 1949, issue of this publicationi- «
zs % . :s‘iy,‘

® og ot ‘!'he above Is being Nrninhad for information purpcses inasauca

2% id&f“ .ﬁ would appear thers is . pouibility ths matter may be brought to the‘

o - attention of Buread oft’ieiall by the’ iglrol.es Exeou‘biva of tha nxtad s*atat
X Board: ‘of ?&roln. el ‘ k

.

H. q, BANISTER
S .l -




Feoderal Burvan of Inucstigation
nifed Biates Bepartment of Jusdice

P. G. Box 306
Butbe, Montama

¥aroh B, 1949
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ATTENTION ORIME RECORDS

L]

a ¥
-

Re: JONYW RAMSEY
, . CRIME.ON IWDISN RESERVATION,
~ " . L) n {m%)

B "A‘

Lo
.

© Dewr Mr:

Om Maroh 2, 1949, RARLAY L, HILL, United States Srobstion Oflicsy,
Baisa, Idshe, advized SA DAVID ™, MURRAY &t Boise that he hnd thet date

" directed & letter to WALTER K, URICH. Percls Fxecutiva, United States

Boaird of Parols, Washingten, D. {., ralating to the sbove captioned indi~
“widusl whe is pressutly paroled under HILL'S supervisiocn. HILL states this
lattar requested URICH to confer with the Dirvector concernins informwetion . |
appearing in the comic book entitl SATNDERS, Spwial Agent, ®BI® . [
for Merch, 1943, Inm connection with the information appesring in tnis .v}
oomie book, HILL releted ths following: S

- RAMSEY sarved 21 veara of & 1ife ssntence for his psrticipatiom §
in the Osage Todisn Murders in (klahoma, He was parcled from ths Unised . <

' §tstes Peniteantiary, Lesvenworth, Kanzas, some time age and is prosently

Iiving with & son 8% MoCall, Idaho. Ris—-FP-mmber-ts—MISS Sous tize

ago RAMSFY appearsd st HILL'z office i{n Hoise with the Marcen issue of ¢
. above mentioned Somic book. Fe teld WILL that a person living im Wegeli ™

"7 had celled his sttention to the faot that ths neme, JORE RAMSEY, appearod

' {n the piloturs story conscerning the Osage Indian Wurders, Sincs that ‘L‘nef__ pos

goasip iv the swall MoCell community has plsgued RAMSEY, who $s 6§ ysars ¢

old. His protest to HILL relatsd to the use of his name in the story. \ﬁf e

HILL stated that the articles reports the details of RAMSFY'a participation™

in the Dsage Indian Mwders and infers that the story is based om an actual

FEI -oege snd indicstes the oharsoters in the story are authenbic wish tne

axception of STEVE SAUNDERS, Spsoial Agent. HILL assumed tha artiels hed

“besh prapared with the ovoperation of ths FBI. -

Xt
RS
L AL

‘ ... HILL feels the wnet result of the article, sspecially sincn it o
- neme MSEY, has ,.ixateri‘arad with R&MHEYW parple adjusmnt.{ };!: pre- e%.t:

RECORDED . §2 i f’:r " / "? ?Z? i
, INDEXED - 0 ' '

1';?; A n;;_,
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« T - I March 5, 1948
RAMSEY - CIR (MURDER) o . .

ﬂlsgy wishes to leave WoCall and looats elsewhere but doess-not have the
16 2’5 . funds to do so, RAMSEY told HILL he felt his debt to society had been
i 16 ,.’@f partially paid and sees no resaon why fiotitious names were not used in
2 19" 7 the preparation of the article. HILL #xpressed the same sentiment and im
18-75" _his letter to his superior asked that.attempts be made to consider the

: -iy.?gi%sﬁadvistbility:or .permitting artioles for pubiic consiumption %o use ths real
29";’%.9§}ma.of subject parties. ' o . “
: ol ';‘M‘ ._‘3'-"’ ’”;"s L . - ) ) L

=

e : Attempts were made at Boige to segure the March iasuo,of the
aforementioned oomic book with negative resultg, Yews stands are mow.

‘_‘-'teg.t)xring the Yay, 1649, izsue of this publj.out'ioi.., . e

¥
!‘ +
* Phe above is being furnished for information purposes inasmuch

 - &;»- it would appear there is a possibility the matter may be bdrought %c the
sttention of Buresu officisls by the Parole Executive of tio United States .
" Board of Parole. - ' -

R

Very truly yours,

W 4. Bamolos”

W. G. BANISTER
§4AC
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£ "1 e attached letter from Butte reflects that the U. S. Probation E: o
r(r Officer at Boise, Idaho, has advised one of our Agents that he has k- m‘ﬁ;&:
. cted a letter to Walter ¥. Urich, Parole Exscutive, U. S. Board of Feis baow,
Parole, ¥ashington, C., protesting usesf John Ramsey's name in the 5:%__—_—:
18- “comic Jbook entitla MStrve Saunders, Spegial Agent® for March, 1945. '1‘?1_5.3 il
q 52 %ook, as you know, 18 putlished by Parents’ Institute, Inc., vhich publ shas_ A TAL &
39‘ »Prue Comics® with * 4K we have' cooperated for many months by furnishiny ¥s
2L ¥ 1,02 material, The case involving Ramsey is that in which he was a ¢ efenda
{227 vd.th William K@liale, charged with the Osage Indian murders, Both Hala and Papsey
§ 23 mrq giveni 1iTe terms, In the. I.C. memo John Ramsey is descrited as "a hootle.
245 ¥ year old typical rotgh type wesiemn criminaltwio had served a peniientiar
, 5 term for, rustling tdttle, former member of the notoricus Henry Grammer gang, actnal
26 “murderer of William E. Smith, Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire, and Henry Roam.®* In:
8 27 . a1l about two dozen Opage Indians died under suspicious circumstances., It will be
B *mcalled that this'‘caSe was one of those illustrated_in the book published by the

20 o Bditors of Look ¥apazine and Ram.sey and Hale were identified by name in this
" 2p’ volmna. > o \
i 31 .w_'_"‘
g 12 -

;‘ 3!:

\v‘k

Tha attachad memo points out that Ramsey is 69 years old and told the
"Probation Officer that he felt his debt to society had been partially paid by his ;
service of 21 years of his Iife sentence and that he .§eaS N0 reason vhy fietitious
- names were not used in the preparation of the article, were appears to Le no_ ¢
l]legation of misstatements in the "True Comics® presentation of this case. In
view of the wide publicity given this case in past years, Ramsey's prior eriminzal -
"’ 3:""{ record, and the aggravated nature of his participation in the sordid crimes aga..nst

- the Oaaga Indians y it is not believed any special consideration should be grven R
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ORAGE  INDI. N MUELERS
’ RCR {a&m RECORB.S)

<

A 4
£ ud aiacra wvere’ couutc:ed in coar otion with tﬁa'ﬁ

Uﬂcr of varsous. Osage Indians.  4s on_exzpresaion of |
-§§pr'aictioa, the tribal ecounctl the Oscce Indiaan .-
‘adepted resolutions camncndiuy Bureau sgents Jor their
tnvtatiguticn in couucattau nit& thPsy murdara.

é.,r-- .

Burecu files do uot cantaw cspiea of ¢ _
rss&lutioua gut rqfleci that*%ncy are enrozled on tae

Ibn are inatruoted to. cbtatn, fj‘ﬁb S;bié;_)ﬁ;=x

pho%ographio coples of these’ ‘resolutions cnd Jorward .

A Bureau under abavc captzor not later thar"fﬂffp
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| FEDERAL mn or INVESTIGATION
T unm STATES DEPARTMGNT OF JUSTICE |

: ATRTEL -
o following TSUOUIHe message to: - B

, OKLAHOMA CIT¥ 8-28-53

. S
NTLLIAM X. -HALE, osmE INDIAN mms RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS). J}Q _T‘f OF
REBULET mn.n +AUGUST 1k, 1953, mmsrmmmn AT OSAGE mmw

" AGENCY, PAWHUSKA, OKIA., REFIEGTS THAT RESOLUTION cmwnm

'.w

ABENTS T. B. WHITB, FRANK S. SHITH, JOHN L"." BU‘iGEﬂ, JOHN K. ‘:IREK

& 3 -

‘m) ALEX STREET ALONG WITH SEVEML OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND Aﬂrm:zvs
A m‘rm OR thrbm). PHoms'mﬂc COPIES ARE BEING PRE?AREE) AND WILL
. 'BE RELEASED 70 BUREAU UPON APPROVAL OF OSAGE INDIAN COUNCIL WHICH S
MEETS ssp’mnm 1, 1953. TRIBAL ATTORNEY DOES NOT'DESIRE TO
RELEASE WITHOUT CONSENT OF TRIBAL COUNCIL BUT ADVISES COUNCIL WTLL
'Aépaovz. UACB WILL OBTAIN PHOTOSTATS AFTER 1lhith AND FORWARD TO

" -BUREAU.

- 70-7h8
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aémr "INDIAN MUBDERS ¥
azsmca (csml' RECOLDS)

g © ‘ .
R T ) may recell, sz:u q or Ligzie Kile was 't’w
27 ie Burkhori, Rito Xile. Snith, and Anna Brown,

attﬂr twp being vietims in the murder plots, Thers u.*f
%2 ingdigotion $n ‘Bureau [files that Lizxie ¢ had @ fourth A
cltter. Winnie Xile, who was soid ;,tn bg nmorrisd to one B3l1l
. "Bt Ftle Smith, at the time of her_decth, wus the
"'jc q{ ¥. 5. (B{22) Skith, also @ murder vickim.
",

:i'-* , .ilrmn Brown wgs nurcergd on ,Uay 22 1521, }!imis ok

b ¢ ua{t& died in early 1922.° ¥, K. "aith cnd his wife,

: "'%‘bﬂ,luc Snith, be'rc Hlled in largh, 1883,/ N _
3 ”‘h 4’

}.;,,, .eata-g' ,amg to her rm'thsr Lizxte @, her ﬂzaters ¥e? It~° _
1 mgm,—-g cmd EBita -Ktle Saith, ond o hal) eister, Grace Lighe &
3'33‘”‘"‘7‘ ts uo nnﬁox of Ilinnie Kile s:uth ce being oue of )L:i"

.‘Mt i ,~;""1'-7 2
5 The Burmn dcsirea to knon:

o ag.

I,f Ltntc Q ha.d a(dcughter na.nwd E;nniei
SR &

: & .Z;f the Bi.‘.’l Smith ‘who woe 2aid to be

Mrried to munta was tuentiool with the /i1l Sk %

p?m was mrrud to Rits Kile Suun? ~ 3 %

L e Ihat cannectian, if any, aig ! z‘ny"n.‘is's '3’; :5

t.u'atll haue in the genercl scheme < the wur ucrerf” fo T s

_oeater the inderitonce of Liwzie ('s fomidy)kn it
2 i ',—Zy

"hands af Irnest Burkhort, Hollie's husbg
RECORDED :

* Some 1ight may be shed on ¥hisg, problem by chb\cwg
tM ‘marricge recarrg; af Daage Countpy to dctsraine I:'gm ¥o Zo
; ri d Eita { Safth. - ~'«’t STy T

ryried ive il Goi ST R 157983
’Ihc .Burad&‘,wo désires gcueral dai concerning ‘usr e

$%# cowns. This doto will probodly be read;lg 2 d=
, ﬂaf.‘;ldca.é‘ < hbdr of wmrac. L

.51

T

o s f“*“!"kia v-a"hl;'?rzl #hould be Jorwarded to fhe Bnrerrx ‘em.,:.r.
, —w»&b@ﬂnc 08 ok Jter thaa 6eptenb¢r Gy 1958,

2y s 1 o i! ‘ . .
59 Follow-u}\ufe Septenbcr 3, 173. aw l/i" w«f‘]’ - ,_'f;-_é-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED BTATES DEP.

' OF JUSTHCE -,

e - AIRTEL /)
tho following ﬂm wessage tO:

OMA CITY - 9=3-53
OR, FBI == ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS

£
fmmr DATED AUG.- 2&, 1953, mnm OKLA. CITY SEPT. 1, 1953,
¥
'NO AGENT AVAILABLE PAWHUSKA, OKIA., UNTIL SEPT. L, 1953, AT WHICH

‘!’IHE IHFOMTIOIT DESIR@ h’IlJ.. BE OBTAINED AND FURNISHED B‘UREAU.

. C e w a
S X ! . . ~
ELLEWORTH
T ¥ Vs
A« : . £ a4
' . . . o,
- N . i,

R

y "'3 Bpecin.l Agent in Charge
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GE - INDIAN MURDERS
£ cnmz RECORTS )

: Through the cooperation oi‘d‘m T. B. HALL, Superintendent, -

: age Inaian Agency, Pawhuska, Oklahoma, photostatic copies of ths .
‘:dghltions comsnding Bureau agents-and others for their investigation
' subsoquant prbsecution of the above captioned murders were obtained
pr;lxgr 1o, the meeting of ths Osage Indian Tribal Council on September '
1953 and are being forwa.rded w2 anclosm'es. LE

IE Q. br LIZZIE KIIE had 8 davghtér named NINVTS. She

b Q four daughtars ;. namely, MINNIE, MOLLIE, ANNA and RITA. :

¢ B pIir GMITH was identical with W, E.  ILL ) SMITH who was |
-fed ‘to ni'm\ nz.z SMITH, both of whom were mirdered in I-%arch, 1923.

» f I.IZZIE Q (Osage allottm#?&i’) was born in 18}.19. Sha was -
marrled *to JIMMY: NE-EKAE-E-SEY (Osage allottee#281) who died Harch .LB
4* 191.3. ?hey had four daughters, MINNIE (Dsage allottee#255) who was
. born in 1890; MOLLIE (0sage allottes#296) born in 18875 ANNa (Osage
' tllottm#?SS) born 1896, and RITA (Oaage allottee #29L) born in 18%1.

FRARE ~MINNIE married BILL (V. 5. } SMITH sometime about 1912 (e:s:acu
date not ‘roflected on records) and died in Septerber, 1918. SMITH -
;. “had formerly been married and had a daunghter, ELLA ROCERS. The

" ‘estate left by MINNIE was probated one half to LIZZIE Q., her mother

wW. E. P B T
amd ‘the’ Ther half to W. . SMITH. - Ms%»;w;*;% foied

; T ANNA waa nurdered Maj 22, 1921 and her estate was pro’bat u
t@ LIZZIE Q. - '_““'7 . R A s

- la
- _"‘. .

LIZZIE Q. dlad July 17, 1921 and her estate was dl"l‘lded
}'between RITA KILE SMITH and MOLLIE BU‘RKHART, sach receiving one ha.‘lf U

- E) b
P

RI‘I‘A KILE SMITH married W. E. {BILL) SMITH in 1920. ..aMII‘h
“-’had formerly been married to MINNIE and bad inherited one half of
estate. AL Yhig time W. E. SMITH and RITA owned one half the g
ate of HINNIE and “alsotorix half the estate of LiZZIE Q. The other |
-of LIZZIE Q's estaths was owned. by MOLLIE BURKHART. According 1o
“testimony taker Wiife probating the estate of W. E. and RITA -  ~¢
'they bec‘im \!orrled and were of the oplmon that someon 2 - /'

.\,.__ﬁ \) T' by S
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,might a‘btempt to¢ warder them and without argone'sﬂcnowledgﬁhaﬁ
' draw a will, leaving ons half their estates to ELVA-ROGERS,
terf W, B. SMITH, and the other half:to GRACE BIGHEART, &
;:,gw of RITA, less five dollars which they begusathed io :
¥E' BRXHART, sister of RITA.  Fhis will was. not common mwmqge
date—ef~the’ explosion’ which resulted in the death of RITA
e -10, 1923 -and SMITH'S death March 1, 1523. If the will
st ot fexisted MOLLIE BURKAHRT would have inherited all the estate
T of the S!ETEB. ‘After much litigation the court probated the. willy " .
& ‘giving ELLA ROGERS one half, MOLLIE BURKHART one sixth, the GRACE
-*BEGHEART est.atq one aixth and JOHN BJGHS ART JR., one s:.x‘t.b. ,

.'; .’" v. tq J‘Q:ﬁ"qu., 1-»5?"

o »I‘HJLL]E BIRKMRT died Jun?;i,é, 193?.';. :
‘;yr, o e SO . R
A YA’ *that now constitutes Dsaga Connty was pt.rchasad in’
'18?2%“1:119 ‘United States Goverrment. from the Cherokes Nation for use"
-as -a_veservation for ithe Usage Tribe, and during that year the Oszges
*" moved onto: their regervation. The transactidn was not ccmpleted, o
" however, untdl June 1, 1883, the date of the execution of the deed. -3
‘The"prica paid’ was $1,099,127.41, which is about 70 cents an acre. ...
’ yaars “latpy Yhe bonuses and royalties from-he oil leases on
i ,:’ { ‘the many. tracts of 160 acres within thg reservation amount eu
ECR 50 “to-more ”than twice™the purchase price of the entire reservation; 7 °
, ”‘%\‘_i\axﬁ for NS period-of eight years beginning in 1920, the average SR
% axmual income ‘of each member of the" Osa.ge Trlba erceeded the or:agma;.
Jpw;i,ce of the xgservation. e e , R Lt
G ,{-n S - T . i"’,,

: “The Osage Indian Reservation was owned in common by the S
AL tribe .t‘or 34 years. Then, by an act of Congress approved June, 1900, &7
';_j“ the 1and included in the reservation was- divided among the 2,229 -~ C
b Irmem’oers s each'receiving an allotment of 657 acres. The coal, gas,
2557 "of1l and other minerals wers reserved by this act o the Osage Tribe .
R 'in, common for & period.of 25 years following April 3, 15056. This .
. period of ownership in commen has had- several extensions, the last

P

'”'being by an act of Congress whlch advanced the date to April 8, 15\.3.

SR Osa,ga COunty, the 1argeat county in. Oklshoma, containing
= in sres of 1,470,059 acres, is in theé northeastern part of the State

: a'djo:.nmg the Kansas-Oklahoma line. The boundaries of this county -

.. coincide with those of the Uszge Indian Reservation. s 2290 .6 ¢

< .gquare miles in size, which is more than twice as 1arge in area as

T%... the entire State of Rhode Island and nearly 250 square mles 1arger ‘
- .*"’ t.han *hhe Stat.e or Dalaware.

! W x

Vrﬂt tha presant time it cont.aa.ns the foliowing towns'

ku, Fop. 6,500; Fairfax, pop. 2,300; Barnsdall, pop. 1,500;

5. POP.-2,300; Shidler, pop. 800; Osage, pop. 500; Avant, pop.
‘Hymna, popP. ?00, Burbank, pop. 200, Webb City, pope 200; and &

on of - r.ns pﬂunvy borders on the ¢itly limits uf_T"ulsa » Oklzhoms -

B .
< SR S ™ " SR I ‘ -
. ¥ R . .




- "h&a e'mral 1arga houaing davalnpmnts.

A’t the tma of the ‘above capta,onad murdera s the couanty was. kS
'iem:j_ﬂg &.boom in the exploration and development of the oil an ‘d,:'g;"_

N

: * gzl fialds and there were pumerous towns and villages which ars no

L ,}o ger in- exis'tenca or are at the ‘Present time very small, consisting
LA ?9: “Post-Office,” store and reilrcad wtation with loading -pens for -
4 '“"thtock. 'the tollcwmg ‘towns were in existence at that time: _
Tar ;i | . T

16 s Lhe Barnsdall ‘Burbank

17 'Foraker i

’J.’awns naw nonenst.ant

: f’\ ' T‘he’i county has several ranches containing over 10, OOO acres

“and the raising of commercial beef cattle is a major agrlcultural

i ¢ -rindustry. <The bil production has fallen from.the boom days but’

: " aa’veral 01" the older Tields are being wzter flooded and.the racovex:y

ol 081 by this method will amount to as much oil as was originally .

5 taken ‘from the various pools. The North Burbank pool in the Naval”

uResarva “lease’ is expected to produca 75 mlllicn more barrels durmg
*&-’gvtenty ‘years. SRR o0

o . There is enclosed with the photostatic copiss of the above
mentmnad resolution, various material cbtained from the Pawhuska
Chanber o:t Comems concern.mg Pawhuska. and Osage Couniy.
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FEDERAL mmsw/qr mvssncwrml

/
URITED BTATES mmw OF JUSTICE

: ATRTEL .
rollowing ﬂﬂxﬂia megsage to'

omﬂom cmc - 9/18/53

_ LE, ET AL, OSAGE INDIAN mms RESEARCH (me Rmmm)
: 'REMIRI'EL 9/1Lf93. PROPER SPELLING OF GRAY HORSE IS THWO worms._.. 2 :
B _cm! HORSE FAS AN TNDIAN cowmm wpqoxm'rm: STX VYLES SOTHEAST
w qu, oxuﬁow: AT 'mm OF, uumms IT %AS A CROSS*CADS

WHICH HAD ONE s'ran THAT HAD FORMERLY BEEN AN INDTAN TRADING POST
IN THE %RLY ‘DAYS, AND FOUR OR FIVE HOUSES, "'_.“ E BAS & ZL‘. ][] S‘TORE_

THERE FOR ABOUT TEN YEARS, BT THE rCOM‘ TNITY IS STILL KNOAN A

_GRAY HORSE.

ELLSYORTH
. iiqlax
v
b __ v .
+ ' l{f wlien ';(;: e’ -
L I St F

oy teae

-“ 2211955

g



| - Date bf Remaval /7 —
&- - . .
Ao /’f’&(f;‘»m N

submitted by

has been remnved for I-ar./,s,z»c«

2

 sontto ﬂfm/u/ g& 61« PRy 2 o oty
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This 13 tobe removed from file upon the return of t he iten and'
- forwarded to the Cowdinaltor of Mail and Files

”33- _

B * R : Removed by ;;f-‘-f;m-"""
3 3 ;:;V '

., 38 ne,te Request Receiveﬂ
P 30 | : | Pile Kumber (., &'~ & @~

di*#.,.,,___,mr'- 3 d!‘r — 3 i - L
T W .&3"‘" 'f"‘”‘-’* v& N B @
L _{ 'k'l‘zr ‘.,{;.M- Iu-.,_& . »- . ]
-{%'ﬁ pn X ; “‘\ .




8- araoee okl w0, B4 % ;“‘
2. o 1;“ . .7_,,& S ar SR
T : ce Meﬂ%: dﬂdum UNITED SIALES GOVERNMEN? -
5 “ o nr‘i - et '
2?‘ *ﬁaﬁh Nichcla‘ | ? DM@’fgﬁméftéa
g - T ) B - o .
iy .
CESAGE INDMS MURDER CASES _ )
16:;3‘51”:;  Attached is a sir-page memorandum concerning the Osage'= - 4 

1= ‘-Indian murder coses which you requested. Emphoses have been placed
‘8 won the, drumattcul highlights of the Bureau's investigation in tu883’4
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R 7. The investigation of the brutal Osage Indian murde
¥~ trshRoh gcourred in the early twamtieth™ century wos one of Ehg
?ltgaqat complicated. and difficult investigations ever conducied
- the FBI. Just prior to initiation of the FBI's investigatiion,
" "nearly two dozen Osage Indians died under suspicious circumstances.
. The entire 0sage Indian tribe, o8 well as the white citizens of: &
. psage County, Oklohoms, were forror-stricken and in fear for .
“otheir Lives. .. e o TR
. ‘:: : W . - BRI :
. The tribal council passed o resolution requesting tha
: - aid of the Federal Government in solving these murders, ond gk
FBI's investigative machine went into action. . SRR

] i by TRV s e L il

2
Lo,

: kY
L ;Ln_JunE, 1906, the Federal ‘Government enacted o low 7
‘under which the 2,229 members of the (Osage tribe were to receive
. an equal namber of shares known as head rights. The Osage Indidn
~Reservation;' which i& identical with asage County, Oklahomo, cor
si18ts of a million and o half acres of+Indian allotied lond.: AR
"gsage Indian born ofter passage of this act would inherit only &
_proportioncte share of his ancestor’s head rights. 01l was later.
discopered on the Osage reseruvation, and overnight the Osage ¥ribe
became the wealthiest people per capita 1iIn the world. et

Among the manykaduenturdus prospectors and otherﬁmﬁitk
“men who drifted into the Osage territory was a men whose desire
for riches and power was devoid of scruple - ¥illiam iI. Hele, later

. dubbed "Xing of the Osage,” who was ¢ cowpuncher from Teras. He '
became immensely wealthy through his dealing with the (Osage Indieng
‘and eventually became a millionaire. Hale's nephews, Ernest and ¥
Bryan Burkhart, who either came with Hale to Osage or Joinad kim
_later, were employed by Hale and completely dominaied Ly hinm

e "Lizzie §, otherwise .known as Lizzie Kile, was an Oscge -

equaw who in 1920 was already old ond in poor health, Lizzie @’s
estate approximated §200,000, She had three doughters, Anne, lodl
and Rito. 4nnag was o notorious characier who had had several affa.
with white men from time to time, and she wes Sformerly married teo
_ene Odie .Brown., In 1920 Anna's estate cpprorimated $100,000.
Anna had been somewhat intimote with at least pne of the Burkhert
i, *Doys dut apparently she was too notorious for even the Burkharis i
“ atract a formal marricge; however, Anna had money and the gtcks.
8 large. Rita morried one Williem E. Smith, a white nony, Jeith
om she lived up to the time of her death. Mollie became ¥ .
fe_of Ernest Burkhart, Hale's nephew. Iollie appears ie Agus ..
en the int nded means of drawing to Huole, through the Surkperis,
e asgets of ihe entire family. R

i
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In. 1920 Tizzie ¢, the aged mother, was brauaht ta g &
Is Bome where she lived with her daugh%er jlajlic and Mrg-_
She was the second of the family taken d;rectly ‘under &
fale in the general scheme. Farly in 1921 Lizcie @ de wé
ehtoh very evidently would result in her decth., &he he
®o moke o :oill, leguing the bulk of her estate to Irnest
~2;"Burkhﬂ.r' & wife and children. But there were even higher stakes i
B 2 won.-o If the old woman should outlive Anna Brown, then, under the'la

x; 20 the State, Lizzie Q's fortune would be increcsed by half of Anng
LR _Brownfa estate. However, if Anna should outlive her mother, the greater '
m pa.rt o_r her fortune would be diverted %o collaterals.’ S

lj’t""*ﬁ PR N F TR -

Oon May 2‘?, 1981, o hunting party found the body a;’ Annrg Eram‘ _
v <4 ~a ravine about three niles from Fairfoar, Oklahoma. She had apporently
i~ geu ‘dead’ for five 6F sixr doys, ond a bullet hole was dzscavered ,tn £

ct of her badly decamposed and swollen head. S

. .. -At Anna'a death the estate of Ligzie @ was augmentes by,h?’a.,,‘
24 ¥ dnncta estote. The' nert expected happenimg.occurred tivo months wfi
CH >5 4dnna Brown 's dea‘th when Lizzie @ passed away at the home of her dcught
25 Mollie Burkharti, the wife of Ernest Burkhart. Lizzie Q's estcte plus

. ,half of Anna Browm’sf estate therefore passei in bulk to the Burks‘mrta

§:"§&¥" et xl.fter Anna ,Brown Ta death, an inveattgaman was inmediatsly
| Soi started and her brother-in-lgw, Willfam E, Smith, was the most active _
: %‘:embcr of the fomily in pursuing the investigation. Both he ond his .-
3 ‘wtfg were very outspoken in their belileS that ¥. A Hale and his N
% 3 “nephews were responsible for the murder. Bryon Burkhart was arrested - .
: 34 and charged with the murder of Anne Brown in-the stote couris; %o.aeuer, '
% 35, }se was acquitted. : o
: i ‘
’?- .. - _ Anng Brown hod & cou8in, o picturesgue full-bdlooded Usage
38 *Indipn named Henry Roan. In January, 1923, Roan was living with his
19- ~wife Wary, also o full=-blooded Osage, and their ckildren at Fairfaz, =
4 .a Oklohoma. On February 6, 1923, en Indian boy found an auitomobile in @
;'; rocky swale a few miles nortiwest of Fairfor. O0On the front mec,*; A
the bady o_r Eenry Evan=~a bullet hole in his head, B

f ‘3‘ a8 T ‘Shortly after Roan's death, Hale presented for paymenu a
&95,000 insurance policy on the life on Henry Roan. :

s i“* S ¥illiom E. Smith, the husband of Rita and the brother- i*z«-icm
31 ‘of Amsa Brown, was living in a comfortable home with his wife and o

> whits servant girl named Netiile Brookshire. Smith had continued his
;; active- lnvestigation of the murder of 4nne Brown end hed o bitier

~ altercaffion with Hple, due not only to his letiing it be known 'L'fw.¥ ke

51 _had evifence involving Hole in the murder of Anna, but alco becaulp he
? 52 " jemandef thot Hale pay him $6,000 he allegedly owed him. On March! il 2
r' ;3:.1 23 88 than two months after Henry Roan's body was Sfound, S:Mtk !s

& egc Fairfar wae demolished by an explosion. His wife, Rito, dal

: SS"‘“'ﬂ! ir 1 -year-old white servant, Nettie Brookshire, were hlled ins an-{lj,



L

" I3 4' " 2l "
- g . é ( B
,’ T . e ’ ﬁg__y,.' .

PY
-

'I"-vl'

"‘their”bodtca being “lown asunder. Smtth hins. S was rescuad}:?ﬂa h

o 8 1ingered for about four days when he died.iBefore he pasiad. .
Smade ¢ dying declaration that the only enemies he hod i ’
om hc could suspect of blowing up his home were Ebl& and. 2

e if%er the passing af Rita Smith, the only member of Liz,
= Pn;flu remtnina was Mollie Burkhart, Ernest's wife. In addit{:;ﬂh
,.~‘~uwiping “out Smith's $6,000 claim againat Hale and eltm¢natzng o man :
1 vsa*anziaus to see the FHale-Burkhart faction brought to justice, this- fripig
$ 16 murder was colculated to further enrich the Ernest Burkhart family by .
E 17’ appro*imately $150,000 from the estfte of Rita Smith, since Moilie.
1g s~purkhart was Rita’s only -surviving. sister. However, this had bees_cirﬂﬁ _
f';;-wcuunented by & Joint will made by Rita and her husband under whizh '
20. fi&rvivor of the two was to acquire the estate of the first to die -
21 "Sinte Smith survived Rita by approzimately four doys all of the prope:
s> passed to him aond, at his death, to a doughter of Smith's by o former
& 23 . marriage, a girl livzng in Arkanaaa unknowg to Hale and the aurkharw"
2¢aﬁ,“ T T '
25 1 T The FBI entercd the 1nueatigation of these brutal murders‘ﬁn
36 1923 and spent years of painstaking tnvestigation in unraveling the
27 uyatery and gothering from all parits of the.couniry ithe necessary -
«. gpidence 1o convict the guilty parties. Special Agents, carefully.
; g'gaelected because of their knowledge of Indian and frant;er life, drove
A 30ﬁ7thousanda of miles through the oil fields day and night in the Aeaty
;‘11<ucald, rain, snow and mud in running out innumercble leads, many of .
ﬁ'12 ‘which were designed ito confuse them and throw them off the trail qf
A 33 the ‘rue perpetratora. N
:J;; s" : Private detectives, many of whom were hired by the murderers
a35 thenselvea te frustrate the investigation, had spent meny monihs on ’
the’ casaes, interuiewing numerous persons many times.

™ &%,
3& v

g To overcome some of the obstacles with which they were fbced,
0 some oS the Agents assumed undercover capacities imcluding an :nsurance
: i ‘aglesman, an Indion "medicine man,® a cottleman,.a prospector and. a.gfgpi»

42 . plain Texos cowboy. The lives of the Agents investigating thesg v i
B3 2%562 ere constantly in danger since the area abounded with rabbers‘
"f _ FBI investigations revealed that ¥iiliocm K. Hole, o mzllzonair
6 rancher, was the mastermind behind the murders whick were further
dcaigned to augment his wealth.

¥ 49 Ihvestigattons reuealed that on the nzght of her murder,

ih?:a Anna had been plied with liquor by Eelsey Morrisom, o neai-cppegTing
= white mgn of very pad reputation, and Bryan Burkkaré, who were accgwmaani
",52 by MorrRason's Qsage wife. They drove by the ronch house of d;l’iaE*Aa;w

:53 =Eu;e gave Morrison a .32 ccliber automatic p;stol o kill 4nrao

i
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hod nuﬂﬁersd 4nna ot the inatigaﬁ;on of Hales E@?Pi@ﬂﬂuﬁgx
Jocts at Hole's trial and wos corroborated by his wifs ‘ag
$r whe s$at~d Jrom the witnegss atané *hat he S8 éﬂﬁ" Qr*

‘ yg&r and typical raugh type western criminagl, ﬁﬂ murﬁsr ﬁ%&?ﬁ~ £ S
- Cﬁnught Bamsey o $500 Ford cor prior to the Rocan murder as pars yzﬁ
: v ment “for the deed and paid him #1,009 n assh after the uurder had‘bg
‘6 eamm:t%ad. : . :

P 1& but had aznplmuhad Roan patnt&d out to hzm on the atreeta qf
= i;fax, Oklahoma, ad the Indien Bale wanted killed. Ronmsey rade

N2 &frieada with Roan through Rean's fondnesa for whisky and took aim eut
i“z an several occosionsg, catensibly to furnieh him 1igquer but in reali
§ 23 % to murder him. Upon each occasion, Ramsey iost his nerve, suii @

24 *Jhnaary 28, 1923, he persucded Roan to drive 1t the botiom vf o csnyﬂ&.

2% "Here he':ghot Roan through the busck of the head with o .45 caliber.

25 .pistel, FHale Iater expressed anger that Ramsey Red shot Roan in ihe
g 27, hack ‘of the heod, ¥irce 1t had been plonned to make it appecr that Xda
"zagcomuﬁt%ed supcide. Hole waz o self-appamted pallbsarer at Rogn'g:s
& 29 Suneral, and Ramaey, ‘upon uzew;ng the body, pretended fo be deepl
: w af,rected. g |

i The focte surrounding the murder of Roun wvere sarrubﬂrateﬁ-
b " by the confessions of Romsey and Ernest Burkkart who was present ot
'iag all negotiations rela%sue to the. murder.

35,

13§ ' Inpestigation reveoled that Hale hired John Ramsey and

4 3 W»Asa 3&@&” Firby to murder ¥William F. Smith and his wife. KErnest .

E 28 " Burkhart, acting under instructiens from his uncle, pointed outv saith¥§

L 33 house fo Romgey and Kirby and sought Bomsey out to tell him when the -

i 8mxtha should be murdered.

%C Agents learned thot a five~gellon key of nxt?aglyegrzﬂ had

been placed under the Smith residence and ignited. '
Agents also learned that Hole had ottempted to hirg 22 sl
\.Sﬁénﬁsr, the notorions outlaw, $o Rill the Smiths, but Speancer aesx;neﬁ;w*

saaying that he had ne compunciion at rodbing o troin or blewing o

8afe ond killing individusla in the course of such crimes, bdbu?d he

had not aunk so low o8 to murder helpless individuals for money. -

After Spencer's refusal, Hole ottempted to Lire other eriminale *

murder iiliam Smith gnd his wife, bué all refused. :

Jffer the“*mith massccra, Bhle became afroid that £1rby
- W ke known Hole's connection with the murdera, Accordingly,
~5ﬁg¢}§ers_rded xﬁaéy to attemp* the rabbery of a grecery stere mhercige




*“wanzd alZegwﬁlg fina ualuable gsns.‘ The ocwner S ths stere wus §
. Ermed of ithe exact Mour of the contemplated rabbary and
&g enfrancs into the gitore through ¢ windew, he wgs i
ol ral #hotgun blasts resulting in hig Jecthe Thus, ani’ .of

oo #auld haouve iaplicatsﬁ Hale and his cesociatas wgs &

£§£3gv LT Erneat Eur&hart proved to be the weak lznk in the Fhle
g ﬁrganizatian and wes the first to confess. Burkheri was o weok-.
1 ‘willeq individual completely dominated by Hale and would not hesitale
5 %2‘*” do’ anything Aig uncle desired. WNhen John Ransey learned how much
L3 1eui§ence the Fﬁf‘lgents had campilagﬂ he taa made a camplete &anfwaﬁiaa

25 ;& Y adﬂitioﬁ to the soiuﬁian of the nurders, Agembe ﬁ;sﬁwggga&
2‘1$ha# ﬂbliie Burkhart, Ernest’s fullblooded Osage wife, wes dying frem
whot was belteved to be slow poisoning. It 18 an estnblished “as
gt when she was removed from the control of Burkkars ond Fole, 8%
23 tamed;ately regaingd her health, At Wollid's death, Ernest Surkhori
‘E‘ ﬁpliéa qephsm; wbald haue acquirad the entire fbrtune o) the Lizzie y
: 1§ ya o e -

"zj ' ‘Hole 3‘lawyers enployed every devive, legal and :Zlega},
£ ;sﬂta ‘cbtain: thelr client's freedom. Defense witnesses committed
ghperjura,and many of the prosecution’s witnesses were intimidoted
~ond threctened. Mony individuals subsequently received Senteonces
'% jhr their perjury o8 a result of FBI investigations.
bd 33 ¥illiom X. Hale and John Rongey were tried four dings -
g 34, twice in the Federal District Court et Guthrie, tklakoma, cate iR
35 “the Federal Disitrict Courd ot Oklahome City, Cklahoma, end once
'5 in the Federel Disirict Court at Pawhuska, Cklchoma. They were
R * sconvicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in the Federal ve
; }@ni entiary ot Leavenworth, Xansas, Sfor the nurder of henry Roone
3 rhe United States hod jurisdiction only over the place where genry
0 poan was murdered.

‘43;§W1 - Other sentences were imposed in the state courts Jfor *Lréaw‘
a"3j¢uer which the United States had no Juriasdistion. Ernest Burkham o
15 84 receivéd life imprisonment for Kis part in the murder of ¥illian e
45 Smith and family. RXelsey Morrison was given Iife imprisomment for
46 the murder of Anna Brown. Bryon Burkhart tursed stote’s evidenca
;; in state caurt and was never convicted.

8 Imformation obtained by an FAI Agent indicoied thet ia

59 sonﬁect' n with the aysterious deaths of o larce number of Indlans, -
51 the perfetrators of the crime would get an Indian drunk, tave o :
52 "dootor fromine him, prodounce him intoricoted and give him @

;3 hppader ic in;ect;aﬂ“of marphina, After the docior departeq,tug-



€ €

fwguug:;anb;ra,uould inject an enormous amount qf;norp&inexunﬂgigii&*
armpit.of the drunken Indian which would result tn his deoth, The
doctor ‘s ‘5r§£ficata would subseguently read, "Death fr g-g;gﬁggif

A

e

PR CRR ] J_\m_g‘tuqu;

Ata case established the need Sor a ptoneering.:jynrf
& driag vo low enforcement all the acientific aids which
rs have been of 80 much assistance to the FBI in its -

estigations., _ i o

BT >

Vo

f;ﬁr_'-fi‘“ 'In the so-called autopsy, for example, of Anna. Brown's body,
1§ ®hich

was discovered five or sir days after her death on Nay 27, 1981,
g ;> it was reported that no bullet wos djscovered, Similarly, no evidence
B .. was preserved in many of the other deaths prior %o the FBI's entry -
R 5:3a%0 the case.- e R

3,
fit dew oy -

zn%vfﬁfﬁ. T The case along with others pointed to the need of applyinﬁf
ﬁz,pcicnoc to crime detection which was accomplished with the establishne
23 of the FBI Laboratery in 19328, - - S
Rt '}-.';- - . . L3

28T Upon the successful conclusion of the cases against Hale.
»r ond Rome

‘é’ . R .

26 ey ond the other individuals involved in the murdera, the
_ z,_Dsage;Indiana, through their tribal council, passed resolutions _
§ g which are enrolled on the records of the tribe. These resolutions.
i 2gtezpreaa agppreciation for the great gervice rendered by Agents of
§ ,ml-_jt,hc Federal Bureou of Investigation in breaking up the vicious ..
8 -Y "murder ring which had been preying upon the Osage tribe for years.

.

. L
J o,

W ‘-: 3 2 \

S e v
-2 'esh'«:g_-;”&f'm.‘ma S

-8 -

e W me Sh . e, WOUE s @R T e O,

i ST R S




OSAGE INDIAN'MURDER CASES

Y ".With reference to your memoranda of August 4 and 10, 1954. s
JGpncerning the?’&sa.gmlnchan Murder Cases, it is noted that some of the prhcipal
*aub;ects are out of jail and still alive, -In the event this material is used, Mr
" "Tolson has expressed the view that v ery careful consideration must be given
s _to utilizing actual names of any principals or so identifying them in any way
tha.t we may be’ s?bjected to a libel suit by the pr'fnc-xpals We should keep .
- this in mmd in the event any artxcles or motion picture films are made on
this cate.
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Tou requested additional informat;on regnrding_.
scientific orime detection and status of principal
gubjects to supplement o six-page memorandum dated
August 4, 1954, on thia subgect. Accordingly, the
attached is aubmitied. Rk S :
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Anna Brown’a body wag dzscovered on Moy 27, 18&i,
. concluded that she had been dead five or six doys.
_The i ~palled autopsy was performed by loccl dogtors and
hesd rtal was by ¢ local undertaker. ZIThe doctors and’ the
undertoker were ollegedly tied in with the (Osage outlaws. '
It was denied that @ dbullet was ever discovered by these

-

e Eenry Roan's body was Tocated February 6, 1523, .

raﬁficera aurmised that he had been dead approximately tem - .-
Lgays. . ‘4 local jpquest was held but no pertznent euzdence .

';gaa develuped. - e

"i"

22 The Smith massacre occurred on March 10, 1$23.
' 23¢hﬁ cheuia%'frou Oklahopa 4. & N. wae calleq in to conduct on
24 . % sramination of the Smith premises. This tnvestigation
25 .. concluded that o lorge quantity of INT or nitroglycerin

| 26 had been placed under the house. This information later
’ prouad of value wﬂen quest;onzng suspecta.‘

0 The Osage Tribal Council in March, 1923, reauesved
;the services of the Deporiment of Justice in this maiier.
" The FBI, then called the Bureou of Investigation, enterec
the case afier it was determined that the inited Seates had -

' Jurisdiction over the place where Henry Roan was killed.

2 This case and sinilar cases demonsirated the need
. for acientific aids in crime detection whick led To the
2, establishment of the FBRI Leboratory in 1832.

L3
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STATUS OF szmcif;az SUBJECTS

willfam K. the, Jokn Famgey, Ernest Bur#hurt cnﬁ
quy Yorrigon ecch received sentences of life impriz. . apgy,
her in Federal or stote courts for their part101pﬁtlor“¥‘
" Osage Ihdian murders. Avatlable information indic: es

- U o -

" Hale wos paraled in July, 1947. He was fzngerpriu&ed

> “—

s < Tw thn Ramsey was paroled from the United Statesf‘ -
‘1Penitentiary,-Leavenaorth, Kansas, in November, 1947, after .
;~ which he began residing with a son in Idaho. In 1948, he:
“compldined to his proboction officer beccuse his name had o
' been used in a comic book entitled "Steve Scundersy Special
;‘ Agent" which'was,published by True Camycs. S
Y .‘. : Lo.. - .

T C Kelsey lMorrison was peroled in 21931. GSubsequently
he as convicted Jor violdtion of the Hational SProhibition
"4ct'and reoéilvéd a four-year sentence.. In 1838, he woes con<
*ditionally released from prison, and id Moy, 1527, he was
‘ktlled in 6 gun buttle with police officers in sairfoz, =
Oklahoma.

: Ernest Burkhart was confined to the Oklohoma ata*e
.Pen;tent;ary in McAlester, Oklahoma, from which he wcs pﬂroled
. % -in 1937, In April, 1941, charged with ‘theft in Teleral ' :
» - District Court, Northern District of Oklakona, he was
.sentenced to serve seven years ot the Federcl Penztent:or;,ﬁu
Atlanta, Peorgia. He was condzttonally relecsed in ﬁvgueu; 1”45‘
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THOYAS B, WHIVE, SR.

FORIER Li-8CTad. AGLNT

CHAIRIAN, BOAtD UF PARDONS AND PAROLES
AUSTIN, TEXAS .

‘ . Loq_;)aég;c II&.{J}Q“ Cﬂ .

AT v g T GO S SO
2 As you recuested, tnis is a summary ol pertinent

iniormatmn concerning Thomas B. White, Sr. In a letier

“tne Director dated Sepiember 3, 195k, Vnite indicated that

. 4he expected to attend the dmerican Prison Association Cun- -

“wention in Philadedphia, Pennsylvania, whibe ur.u.l be held

from Octobdr 22,through October 29, 1954. White stated that

‘hb hoped to stop by and sce the Director aftcr tne conveniion

_ on his return trip to Texas. By letter datea oopienbar 9,

: 1951;, the Director wrote White that he locked iorwurd io seeing

| him 4in Washington in October. In response t6 ‘hite's quiry

about the story of the Osage Indian murder cascs beiny T Tilmed

. and his offer to airforu iniformation abouv the cases, the Sirector

‘wrote that he had no knowledge that a definitc decision aad been

yeached to make such a [ilm but that e would Lear Ynite in minc

. if cefinitc plans concirning the piciure snouls Le caliid to his

~ attention. In the event iit the Director snovld care to review

the facts in this case, momoranda concerning the casc LU Hhe

present status of the principal subjects of the Usa s ,um.:m

murder case are attached. ™

.»’hlte rﬁD with the Bureau as a Speeial arent on
Au.gust 1o, 1917, when ho ras tndrby=six years o alg,
resigned larch 4, 1¥27, at vidch tine ho wus acting as Jerden
at the United btates ienitentiary at Leavenworin, Kansas, IZis
record of service with the Bureau was good; @k he nas dsen very
“ cooperative with Burezu Agents since his resignation. wiite has

had extensive expericnce as a prison warden, anu on warci 1, ra S
1951, he retired lrom the position as warden oi the Faueral S A
_ correctivnal Institute at la Tuna, Texas. &t the preceat Ling, AN
"Wy «hite is chairman of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, otuie o .

. of Texas, austin, Texas. His son, Thomas Bruce inite, Jr., 1s

| ttachments £2)

¢ = Mr. Loilorn
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ek biws da L Ostober 21, 195

L

Spacm.l agent ass:.gnad to tne El Paso Division, having
‘ghtersd on uuty as an Ageni on Noverber 6, 193f. Bufiles
P mr.i.ect a great deal of very cordial corresponuence wita
i White, and since Mis retireront bis rolatienship witn the
- Bureau has been most fuvorable. {(67-1712, 94-4~6190,

67-123849) |
*

< :_&1 R-JCOIE i1 ‘;\‘*ON ‘.,\, . -

(SR RIT- R B F PI

cET

EE Thas«if the Directoris commtments allow, he see

i&'. White on the occasion -of his conteuplated v:Ls:Lt to the
“Bureau after the convention of the American Prison Ascscciation
,on October 29, 195u. oo . ‘ :
- :. : T
_‘ p i . L S
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_ «i@gnowinc message via ATR TEL

AIR MAIL
(?nom“;v or Method of Um’lhg)

"' N P
R . t e
. ]

ig ) . 2 L S
“LI end SAC, Butte PERSONAL ATTENTION -
e, ‘ " MR. L. B. NICHOLS,
SO0 e Assistant to' the Direrta{

=/ INEORMATION CONCERI‘TING ' fee < B\

5£mphonacali ,L}ij/Sé ﬂf7tf’jr l T
B

.Phoehix FD record c zlgg reflects registration of WIL LIA
~KINGTEALE as ex-convict in 1952, he havIng served time for
murdgr in Ledvenworth Penitentiary. HALE was described es
.78 _ye'srs in 1352, born Greenville, Texas. FKis sddress in . . -
_ ;1953 was ‘shown ’as 120 Eest Ocotillo Road, Thoenix, which is f;~
G the‘feaidence\of MAX A. COHEN, oilman. ,f o

\'.a* : S A B .

h,_w ﬁirector,

4 ; ~ ‘ 64 xALE: f”'?
éﬁnou 80 years af age and in good health pve~ent1y residirg .

400 Hubbell Strest, Miles City, Montene, c/o ROY “MHEN_“,%GER[/R\

'"?fFor ;nformation Butte, Assistant to the Director L ICLOLS ﬂ“t
- requested very discrest determination of wtareasbouts and o
«the g Czral activities of HALE who was one of r*nglemders .
fn the investigated by the Buresu in the
152078, BDTTm discreetly confirm HALE's wroreaborts and ‘
—determino)in general what he 1s-doing now =nl advise Buresu
by airtel "addréssed to the person&l attention o 1. NICHOLS,

Special Agent in Charge %

P
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wthe following 13E£Xiﬁﬁimeaaage vo: jﬂEﬂJREhKU:*

PERSONAL ATTENTION ¢
# Mr. L. B. NICHOLS, - F
Assistant o the DlreCtor

f :fa.; ,g fﬁ,r

P, Ungted States COmmlssiener and Pclice Ju;ga, ot
; y,_IvIontana, on May 2, 1956, ddv¥ised SA DANIEL a. ‘. wr¢
t he is acqualnted'with WILLIAM KING HALE walw_
the subject of the Bureau case once recounteﬁ
éi?b magazine as the "FBI's Strangest Case™. :
- LOOP''said that he was reared in the vicinity of Carnegie,
”'Oklahama, ngarqfhe place where HALE operated and that he
on occasions discussed old times in the State of Okla~
" homa withxHALEss LOOP said that HALE arrived in Miles City,
Mbntana"‘arga about four to five yeais azoc and was first - -
employeds on-a Pdnch owned by BENNY BINION, now a Federal
prisonen-as a result of conviction for Federal incocme tax
. evasionN=Thisoranch is located north of Jordan, Montana,
Y in Garfi%ldﬁcoaﬁty. HALE was employed for about one year
¢ fon‘this rangh. g

fter terminatlon of this employment HALZ worked as a
shwasher in the Range Riders' Bar- and Cafe, Miles City,
ontana, owned and operated by DOLA N. WILSON. 1002 = Lo
adviged that HALE was periodically emploved at this esta&;ij'
ment until the fall of 1955, during which time HALE was a -
‘ fner prison mate of HALE at the U. S. Penitentiary,- = SR
eavenworth, Kansas, having been convicted of the erime of = . &
asurder,<<DAVIS is presently employed at the Red Rock Village;
a motor-restaurant-drive inn. comblnation exst of Miles City. ~

w

4 employed as a real estate galesman for Hatch Real Estatel:

. Agdney, Miles*City, Montana, said that H.LT has attempted I,
to ersuade some wealthy Pe?%j% from ar und ;gnsas Clt?:,ﬁ»f
bt . L 1"“; ;'_

e Wig m mn \,aés.amam%z

"ﬂ’ Sent____,,_,____ﬂ
;al Agent in Charge - =
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DIRECTOR FBI WILLIAM KING KALE  6/5/56
" INFORMATION c_:o:acmms
sm BUTTE | '
ﬁ‘

m“'lﬁiséoﬁfi to’ purchase a ranch in tha vicinity af Hlles Cfb“
yhntana, but was- unsuccessful :

?,‘1.009 said HALE lives with a family by the name o.f Dmmum

“in Miles City with whom he apparently beacame acquainted while
working cn the BINION ranch, &4s some members of the: DEREHBQRGER
fanily reside in the vicinity'of Jordan, Montana.” :

AL

T3 !bsw ROI'W&TSON 815 North 5th Street, Miles City, Montana,
"vf on May 8

1956, ’advised SA CUBNAN that HALE lives with ROY:
bl DEREMBUR&ER and family at 400 Hubbel Street, Miles -City.
oo Mrs. WATSON said.that ROY DEREMBURGERrpresently is employﬂd
4 ~at, the U. 8.-Range Livestock Experimental Statiom, Fort .-
Keogh, Miles City, Montana. WATSON said that HALE occasiona:
takes trips to the State ‘of Texas accompanied by Mrs. ROY E

% . b & ‘ '9- s
en Hay 18 1956, CHARLES WILSON, bartender, Range Riders'J
Bar and Gafe, son of DOLA N. WILDOY advised that the empln
‘ment records of his establishment reflect that BILLY HALE,
"8SN 516-40-2273, began his employment as a dishwasher on- %
April 1, 1954, and terminated his employment on December 15, ..
1955, CHARLES WILSON advised that the records indicate that

. HALE was periodically employed during this time. ‘

;‘The Butte Division will immediately furnish to the Bureau .
any pertinent information concerning the activities of HALE.y
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) There are attached e:xcerpts concerning the above-
: "*‘za - captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People,™ ..

.~ by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1856. These excerpts
. ware trom page(s) 113-118, 336 _ of the book.

:,‘ N T@e full text ofthe book mgybefound in the FBIberar?
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S | BANKER WILLIAM K. HALE mturned from the annual
. {Texas Fat Cattle Show to find his bome town of Fairfax, Oklahoms,
o grippcd by excitement . . . and fear.

As he walked up Main Sirest from the ratlway station, bis friends
swppadhxmtaaﬂinmthcm Their stories were confused, bt he
- gathered that while he was in Fort Worth, an explosion had Bterally
rocked the town, A few prople who happened to be up and abowt av
~ three o'clock that morning bad seen a cheet of flames engulf the Bill
: Snm.b home—and then came the blast that ripped the big hosse apast.
- g‘,.; ¢ "% weKilled Rita and the maid and Bill's dying . . . blew "em 1o

bell and gone . . . ot much keft of the house but a pile of kindlin®
" wood.” Some pmple recafled hearing an sutomobile race through the
_town a few minutes before the explosion. No one could describe the
".car or driven. > ;
Despite the confusion, Hale knew what it was, Tt was imurder, The
banker stopped 10 talk with his friend, the mayor, and discuss the ter-
. rible thing that had happmeé.

Hale Ieft the mayor's office and walked on Up the streel, thinking
of Bill Smith. He had known Bill and his wife, Rita, for yedrs. They
had lived out in the country until recently, when they decided o move
into town. Rita’s sister, Mollie, was married to one of Hale’s nephews,
So there really was a distant family relationship.

Banker Hale wtill had the Smith murders on his mind a few days
later when he sent for Asa Kirby, who frequently did odd jobs for him.
The two men talked for a while and then Kirby left the Hale house.

Later, Hale strolled downtown. He entered one of the Main Strest
sores and chatted confidentially with the proprietor. There was talk
around town that the storekeeper had a valuable collection of dize
monds.in his safe.

That night the merchant didae’t go bome, He locked himsell in the
store and waited with a shotgun in his hande. Tt was abour 2:30 am.

" whep he heard the rear window of the store being pried open. And
then & dark figure was framed in the window.

:  The shotgun romred, blasting “Ace” Kirby out of the window, mor : oo
tally wounded, Dead men 1ell no tales—and Kirby would never be able - RS T
to name the man who had paid him snd a companion 1o blow up the Ch R
home of Bill Smith. S e
That was Osage County, Oklshoma, in March, 1923, 8 dwrk aw e
bloody hunting gmund if ever there was one; and the t:ramcst husnter —
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s of them all in this oil-and-Indian kingdom was William K. Hde,

banker, cattleman, merchant, politician and killer-by-proxy. - g
Throughout the Roaring Twenties there was no stranger case than

that of Hale, who became known as “King of the Osape Hills.”

; For twenty years, Bill Hale was a power above the law in :

* County, growing rich from frauds and murders planned behind a fromt .
of respectability. He didn’t kill with his own hands. He hired his kill-
ers. If anyone talked too much . . . well, there were ways to shut him .
up. Nobody had ever proved that Bill Hale had done anything wrong,

Before the turn of the century, Bill Hale had left his family’s ranch
near Greenville, Texas, and drifte? into the “bandit hills” of Osage
Counly This was rough, broken country where outlaws bid in the re-
vines apd gaves, safe from pursuit until they were ready to ride again.
Hale had no trouble making friends.

He lived in a tent for a time, scratching out a living by tradmg with
the Indians. Curiously, when an Indian reported some of his cattle
missing in ong part of the county, Hale wouldgurg up in another past
with quantities of fresh meat for sale. Tk

One day Hale went to collect a small bill from an Indian customer,
only to find the man had just died. This wasn't misfortune for Hale—
it was apportunity knocking for the first time. .

Hale saw & lawyer and arranged to have a lien filed against almost
cvcrythmg the Indian had owned, including land, cattle and household *
possessions. It was sheer robbery, and the Indian’s relatives prepared
to fight the claim. But out of the badlands came Hale’s friends to swear
the Indian rightfully owed Hale the money. Yes, sir, they had heard
Bill Hale plenty of times demanding payment from the Indian. More-
over, the Indian had acknowledged the debt. There wasn't a shred of
documentary proof to support the claim, but Hale won his case.

After that it was easy, Rarely did an Indian die that there wasn't
a claim of some kind against his property, filed cither by Hale or by
some other white man.

Then came the deluge of wealth for Osage County. Drillers struck
oil and almost overnight the Osage Indians became the richest people
per capita on earth, By reason of the “head rights” granted by the fed-

eral government to some 2,200 full-bicoded Osage Indians, they were

i eligible to share the royaities paid on each galion of oil pumped from
their reservation. And there were the bonuses, too, from the lease sales.
* ' When an Osage died, his “head right” was passed on to his heirs. In
this manner some Indians had more than one share in the tribe's
woled income.
Suddenly these Indians who had lived in poverty were fabulously’
wealthy. They bought huge houses and then spent most of their

4

, Fage 114 of "The FBI Storz;,
- : A Report to the FPeople” by
- Don #hitehead




i tmts in the back ygrd. Grocery bﬂh of more thag 51,0&‘) a momth
#{ or one family were not uncommen. They vied with each bther o aeg,

4 who could pet the largest car. One Tndian went to Oklahoma City and |
t a new, shiny hearse with glass sides. He liked to ride through
- the countryside and admire the scenery from the depths of a comfort- *
" able rocking chair. The hearsc was driven by a high-priced uniformed
- cheuffeur. .

The Osages were like children released in a vast new wonderlsnd.
But it was a wonderland that was to bring them misery, and evea
death.

The swindlers, gamblers, prostitutes, pimps and touts moved in to
share the Osage wealth. White men mfi:nn:d Indian women solely to
get their hands on the 6il money. Others developed a sudden “concern”™
for the Osages’, welfare, and arranged to have themselves named legal |
guardians with control over their wards’ money. Loan sharks charged .
exorbitant interest rates. Salesmen asked, and received, ocutrageous
prices for their merchandise. Some Indians nrmested bitterly. But there
were few to listen, -

Bill Hale prospered as the Indians prospered. By 1920 <he one-time
] . ' cowpoke had moved from his tent in the badlands into control of a
¥ 26 , 50,000-acre ranch stocked with cattle and fine horses. He controlied a
27 e bank in Fairfak, and owned part interest in a mercantile store and an
j 28 0. undertaking establishment. Whenever @ full blooded Osage died, Bil
' 29,;‘- ) .o Hale prospered in some fashion. 7
o 30*%{ ; " The number of unsolved murders of Indians increased. They found

& 31 Charlie Whitehorn with two bullet holes in his forchead. Joe Yellow
' Horse died frothing at the mouth and Bill Stetson, the great Osage
roper, and Nina Smith, both full-bloods, died violently. Folks said it was
poisoned whiskey.

Barney McBride, 2 white oil man, was enraged by the scandalous
treatment of his Indian friends. The tribal chiefs appealed to him to
help put a stop to the thievery and the murder and McBride set out
for Washington o make a protest. His body, hormribly nwtilated, was
found stufféd in a culvert near Meadows, Maryland. He died before
filing the protest.

Joe (Gray Horse) Bates died, too, and Bill Hale produced a deed
to his lands. When George Bigheart died, Hale allcgedly had an argu-
ment at his deathbed over a deed which Hale claimed had been made
to him. George Bigheart's lawyer was reported to have said the deed
twas fraudulent. The lawyer later fell—or was thrown—from a train. ]

He was ground to death by the wheels,
Then the “King of the Osage Hills” got the most brilliant idea of his
life. He must have wondered why the scheme hadn’t ocrcurred to him
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