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H. 8. Bepartment of Justice L g -
Baremt of Infrestigation |

P. 0. Box 1535
Oklehome City, Oklehoma
November 17, 1932
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65=436 . &
INDEXEDL

4(‘\ ﬂ\ ”
Director, NO\ w“ bl
United States Buresu of Investigation, 1“
Wweshington, D. C, Loy

g
Dear Sir: Re: Osage Indian Murder Broadcest

A1l of us et this office looked forwerd with much interest
to the brosdcest of the Osage Indian murder story which occurred on the -
15th instent, end I had teken peins to give the matter a little locel
publicity by heving an item eppear in two of the locel newspepers.
e

. —

I regret to sey thet we were ell very much disappointed in

the manner in which the story was dramatized end it is felt thet the

manner in which the episode wes drametized did not do justice whetever

to the facte of the investigetion. Sheriff Harve Freas, Pewhuskn, wiose
pert was protrayed in the broadcast, is & big, upstending wesiern Sheriff,
very active and aggressive, wherees his pert es pictured in the broadcast
would create in the minds of the listeners an impression that he was
perhaps a little "dried-up runt", ignorsnt, fearsome end requiring to be
led. I suspect that if Sheriff Freas listened to this broadcest, he will
not heresfter have a very kindly feeling towerd this Bureau.

I reelize that the subject metter of investigetion was difficult
to drametize, but inasmuch as it is one of the most spectaculer and im-
portent ceses ever hendled by this Bureeu, I think much more favorgble
publiecity could have been hed by heving the siory told by Agent Conroy
slong the ssme plane used by him in other stories #hich he hes put out
over the readio, and to which I have listered with a grest deal of interest
and enthugimsm. I realize that the trosdcasts by Agent Conroy 4o not reach
one-tenth ea many people es the N.E.C. brosdcasts, bul I wish to say thet
in my opinion the sctivities of the Bureau can be much more effectively
brought out salong the lines he uses then by the‘geimgtization system as

employed in the N,B.C. broadcast.

Plemsa be assired that I have only the best interests of the
fureau at heart in writing this letter of criticiam,

Vj;%zgrul yoiis,

R.\ﬁ:-COIvin, o~
Special Agent in Chearge,

A28
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A2 Ruforaqco 18 wade to yaur lettew o Novexzber 17, 1’9 .
LY relati.n o the recent brosdcast of tue Dsay® Indian Kurier ¢

1. L

.3,‘3‘

RS ‘nw Bureau regrets your disappointiaent, and that of your = ¥
e Iocal friendh &t this broadcast, especinlly. in view of the fact - *
..y‘ thatmhadtahnpains ta(inthamtmr mblicity n tas :

. lpcll aemmm .

e S indlcat.ed in t,ho Buresn's letter of Kov-nber 21,
1932,"&0 Speclal Agent F. S. Smith, & copy of which uzs cant t
_yoa, other sectionz of the country in which the lislen.rz were

_not femiliar with the actuel details of the care, a8 ia Lo C).\w.-'
" ecountry itself, received the presentation of this case more .{‘a"ar--
" ably and considerel it tis mst affective of the brosdcaats

" preunted to date. -
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.- . Serioua econsiderst 10:1 1- belng given to t.ho suggest..on
A oont.a!.nod in paragraph three of your letier to the er’ect that
the presentation of caces could be .are adecasvely poo “owu I
__.L( glven in rative form, dut at the present time tiw SArEeY

”hromas tiag anieu desire %o’ preseat thea only in fmatiz = | o

ce

2 ‘x, The Buresu would be very pleased if you coul’ meia coen
arrangeaente to have some radio stetion ia ‘be viciniyy or ' T
", Oklahosa City dbroadcast this particular case in narrative fora, ta‘.i‘-"«-. 2

t -? be suppl =onted with an introduction by you ex;laininy the gon-val -
Uy geetivities of the Bureau. Y

- As stated in the Dureants letter o Ngvember 21 rols thre
this mattar; the histury of ‘this ezse as prepared by the B.
,tna Wy Epecial jgent F. Se Cuith was submitto? Yo the Lroedsac

‘ eon?w ror R ¥ I.n 1ts drmusad Verai.on of the case,

- o

"t d»i"“
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“Yhe Buresu rodlua that yon have i%s best (nterests
“appreciaten the criticis. contained in your latter,
anidl; ep indicated above, will be vary pleased if you can make
; grnézmnu to huve thls caece broadcest in narrative fora by
' l.ocal at.an:a thm. 2 e S
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* WILLIAM KING HALE; JOHN RAMSEY

' MURDER ON_INDIAN RESERVATION

*

.
-

l(ysterious Murders of SeVeral Osage Indians Solved.
"Hale and Three Confederates Givan Life Sentences.

S . SR ’ "
- I T r .
. . - LA o

Frou 1921 to 1923, several Osage Indiens died under mystericus czrmm-
.. stences on the Qsage Indian Reservation in Oklehoma. Four Indiens end a
T .. ‘white girl were thought to have been murdered kRt the instization of Willism b
”jf *King (Big Bill) Hale, sometimes referred to as "King of the Osage", in ordez

s to collect insurance and to make two of Hale's nephews sole heirs to velwable
oil properties of the murdered Indians., Investigation by Speciel Agents of .
the United States Bureau of Investigation was extremely difficult, duc to
Halet!s power in the community and the fear in which he was held. Speciszl
Agents worked under the guise of medicine men, catilemen, and insurance sales—
men. They established that Hele had had the white girl ani two Inciins
vIown up bty dynsmite and two other Indians shot. Hele enl John Ramsey,

- -his henchman, were convicted of murder after a spectaculer trisl in

" Federel Court and each sentenced to 1ife impriscnment in the United Siates -
Penitentiary st Leavenworth., FErnest Burkhart, a nephew of Hals, and nelsey
Morrison, & hireling of Hale, each received life sentences in the State ..
_ Courtes for murders in which they participated at Hale's instige tmn, aLt '
- which did not occur on the Indian Reservation. LR L
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x R PR - WILLIAM XING HP.LE;
. o JOHN RAMSEY .

MURDER ON INDIANM RISERVATION

.‘7‘_:--".', . R _-" - 4 ‘. . > '\
25 o The Osage Indian country lies in the Ossge hills, situated in the,
26 . nportheastern part of Oklahmma, e beautiful rolling country covered with tall,
27 -7 green limestone’ g:rass and considereu the rinea-t ca‘ttle graszz count!'y in
231"‘-"&131'0:-1(! _ , r
2057 L~ - . B

The Osage Indian Reservation, vhich is identical wish Orage t:oum.y,
Oklahane, consists of a million and a half acres of Indian aellotted land, is.
the largest county in the State, being larger in arco than the entire Stave
of Delaware. It is bounded on the southwest by the Lrkansas River, und
reaches fror Tulsa, Cklshama, on tho south to Po'ncu City on the north, a
. distance of sapproximately sixty miles., It is also sixty miles in width at

- its widest point. To give an additionol idou of its immonsity, it contaimns
over sixtoen hundred publiec schools. o

" 10

This Teservation was asequired by the Cherokuc Trauty fram the
Charokec Indisns July 9, 1866, The county scat at the time of thu ¢vunts
related was Puwhuska, having o population of cigh%t thousand. Othor toms
end villages in the county arc Fuirfax, Grayhorse, Hominy, Tynond, Furshing,
Skiatook ond Nelagoncy. :

The Osuge Indinn ;goney, with heuadqueartors at Pathuska, sapord
.$onds the affairs of tho Osage Indians, and attonds to the disbursing of
" amounts due thom. Tho egoney is in turn undoer the Commissioner of Indian
_Affeirs, handling tho affairs of all Indian tribtus under- the proteetion of
the Unitcd Stotes Govermment, this Commission being undur the dircet supor-
vision of the Doparimont of tho Intorior. :

Ry rn cnactnient of 1907, heud rights lfor 2,229 duly cnrelloed
mam ors of tho Osie#o tribe woero crc.atod This number of hud rights rcr.rimr
;ﬂm fonary, although the actuanl rumbar of thoe tribos may Incroasc or desraiss
andWwarious Osage Indians drav rovsmue from or arc nllottud trucis cf land

based upon their hond rights. The original allotment to uwuch Ormpe 10 d;z_m_
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j_ataﬂ of 160 ncrus ns u JLonestead, '-.vhich wos suppimented au?:;,':nu‘ I

To givc an iden of the woalth of the Osage Indiuns in forrmer

o ti.mos as comparod with the larre mmounts of moncy received by than crm
= il -ms struck on the reservuition, tho following net per espita puymeat
to ench 0sngc Indian antitlcd to rocoiwve incoma froo the common fund is-
- Bo% aut: L - , .

_._.’ X . ! - } p

. : T am

'Not Por Cnpitc Distribution

1880 - 10.580 . per. yorr

: 1900 . . . 200.00 o, - per yeur
- - 11p - ) . 250.00 - A, par yerr
.- 1815 221.31 pur yunr

1920 © 8,090.00 ‘ por yoor
: 192k '(the your of '

T R “the first e - :
- o murder) 8,600,00 PED Yeur
' . 1923 (the yenr of
four murders) 1%2,400.00 Per Yo

To give wn ndditlonnl iden of the cnomious vwenl<h of the Orngoas
trib2 ot this poriod of time, this tribe, consisting of wppreoxdmeioly .‘:‘;,'C‘G;_J_
Indizns who enjoyed hoend rights simec th: discoviry of oil on the rusiryt-

. tiom until Junc 30, 1931, wcore pnid o totnl nut revemu o ol $241,546 289 82
in cddition to variaus othur wxponditurcs mede in thoir behalf.
Th: 47ibn) officers of the Osagc Indirms tre clocted overy oo
yoars, ~nd consist of a Chicf rnd Assistent Chiof, snd of n Pribel Courneil -
. of olght. - CoTd

Ciurtificutos of campotoency wors issucd %o Indinns docred to D
r.hlc to handle thoir ovm finnneinl offairs, the recipicents being pormitted
to disposs of thuir hend rights and sllottnd land holdings ns they saw rit,

o . Thoe numbor of actunl producing oil vells on the reserveticn oo *
_ Junc- 30, 1920, was 5,859, end hod increcsod to 8,579 ns of June 30, 1S82g. .
Prr.cticnlly nll of the 1+nd contninod in tho reservition is lensed for oil nr
natural ghs production purposes. ‘ o

Distribution of the funds to the Osngc Indirms difforod ue
ulut of othur tribes in thnt a common pool was mnde of +ll u_r“‘
- rit&d from. the torri tory vhich vne divided cmong nll tho Indisns o th
’g“en tlod to nllr*ment rights, vhich at ne tims during ths las$ doo

'-totclcd moro then two thousend, '
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o  To illustrute the proflig"cy of tho m‘jority of tht,sc Indi 1
m-:odfnt the ond of %tho fiscal yorr 1921 3591 000 to vrri~us-irilv
s BQ uncommon thing from 1920 to 1925 fx the grecory bills of 'n
;{ndj ms t0 run from 3500 to 31,000 oach per month. .

Y- 3 L Y] ﬁ_,sjl‘_a-. Bty

g Stmp d'mces are still indulend in scvernl times r yoor by
‘be, at vhich time mombors ~f other Indirn iribes are iasvited to httond-_-:’.
Tes gacsta, and- gifts ure exchmged betucn thi virisus trides cnd irdividu .&.a
' Theso stomp dancos nrce the ocetsion for cll night nnd 11 dny for ots, durizzg Gy
“" vhich tho mamberas of tho Oscge tribof ns well as visiting tribes, clrd in L

. the tem-tam. Under tho stimulr ting influence of thd d-neo, "'hich bcgins in
s 'more ar 1oss ordérly faoshion, the duncoers soon vox morc-erthusinstic angd.
! {:""'pm.' the ground likc r bunch of +ild steers”, ofter shich they will rotire

- for furthor feasting, during prrt of vhich professionrl Indirn & neers Rt
cmuso the nsserbled nudionca. This dence is prrticipat%ed in not anly by’
~ the young an onthusih.s.*ic membors of the tribuejy tut wlso oy tho slder m
 ond wamon of Bhé tribes, ho, perhaps, cre ranasbering the fensts of o ic
- yoocrs and nre trying to bring brnek their happy recollectinn by P rflcipﬁtiag

in theso nrti"u d-mcos. . .
R y »
7 Merrduge by full-blood Osrge I“ldi"n..:, whose rumbor cans ui’fute -
but'won one-fourth rnd one-third of thz totrl numbur on the tridel rolls,
‘ore still sclcmm.zed accarding to trib:l customu.

B T
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Osnge County nnd the surrounding territory contrin very wild
siretches of country, thiekly wooded with timboer unsuited for commoreinrld -
. parposes, but cffording cxecellent coneorlment in nddision to its rlmnst ) _
. ineccessible cc.nyons vhich served ns hidc-outs for !".O'.::D""i"u:: criminrls, °
At ihe time of tho murders frem 1921 %o 19523, this counftirsy wns » hrven R
for £1) typos of desperite criminnls vho f1 3ck=d thcero from <11 prris o.t'
" the country due %o tHe nnture of the country itcclf offording such B
. excellant hiding ploaces for wrntod criminnls., This eriminesd derest .
. to a lnrgo extont ws atirncted by tho cnormious wenlth of the Osaza Trdin rs.

Bmdits ond robbers nbounded. Tho notorious 51 Sm“ce.r g*‘g
of bmk robbers usod this ecountry fer their hidoe~out. This prrtim=alor

rebbor —as at one $imc rppronchod by W. K. Hnle, who ﬁtter'p tcd unsuccoss—

ﬁ\11" m hdrman him &~ mimAars TRAS Aana N alr Ornecoae & wmembh AT nf‘ £~ 21
&y Wt Lid W diAl W' LA US4 el Lt Bl R - ER Co ded” sl W L0 s L S

" Spencer gnng, nnd his rother, John Gregg, testifiod rgoninst Hole ot his
Cie irdar trinl to the effccet th"t Helo tricd unsuccessfully to hirc Al
-~ Spoencer, ns wecll cs both of the Groggs, tc rurder cert. 1in Indinms.

-------

"Curlay" Johnson, rmothor motorious bnnk brrndit, wns rlss ~ctivpy
in his country, nnd was =uit onc time approached by v nephos of Jillior . ?
HAlD at Haloa's instipgation, for tho purpose of hiring Jolnson to rurdcr,
cordain Indians.” Johnscn wae lnter killod under nystoricus circurstnces
"fn tha ™uncr ™A camon thnt he had beon killed ot the instigtion

Hnl‘_ '1hn fonred tatt he night trlk.




) who had complete control of the Osege L:Lcmor t‘afi‘ic, end rhn f.a
. d to keep coriain vioods surrounding his land lighted up by nesns oﬁ

sﬁpmmtaly ‘omed pomer plant, where he worked & gang of criminals who lmi
.o fled from all over the Unitad Stctes day and night in paking iliiecis 1igu
P - 'Grarmior diod in en eutomobile uceident prior to thc inviustigation of the
@ -murder cases, snd at the time of his desth had on his p.rson 315,000.00 ‘S,.ﬂ

#
1656
bl f ~cash. Ho is supposod to have boon mffrderod by o notorious bandif '“ho rng’.

. d[!'&#%.’("‘lmm{"ri}’f‘-‘:m‘_f:b

local authoritiep., as his death vwas- consiﬁered a good r1ddnnce. 'mere _“ms Y
Y gnping wourd undo::- his 1er1: ampit. o e o

TS o D

o i A bandit who was gorving time in the Oklohoma State Pen*t ntinry,
2’3;@% 2 rocnl'led whilc boing, interviomd by o SpecialpAgent of the United Stotes

21’_‘;?‘,_ m:'ecu of In@;';igation thet during the periof-df the rmrdors he o« .,,“‘dw.é 4
5 ;?‘;'; n g’a.tbaring of thirty-+o nationnlly kno—m bunk bundits sand 4rein robbors ia
26 5. ' a group of woods in tho Osago Country, whcre they vors in hiding as o

‘ fugitives from 'Justice, and during thoir sojourn they often cngaged In o
i 28 ﬁ.v! w! .pistol practicc, akill in thc uso oi‘ Pistols boing ubsolutely necessury %o
) - thqir profcss.on at this timc. - .

L Prior to the Osage Indien tribe becoming irmensely -eelthy over-
nigxt through diacovery of cil on the reservation, William X.Hale, knom as
. "Bi11" Hale and sometimes dubbed "King of the Csage", drirted into this
' %erritory fram Texes, an uneducated and more or less uncouth cow uncher.
. and cattle thief, but possessed of a domineering perscnality. He finelly
.. - Bucceeded in controllinc 45,000 mcres of select Qsarce grazing lund by maans
'A".of- leases, and acquired 5 000 acres outright, in addition %o contrclling'm
bank at Feirfax, Dquhoma, and oming a purt in a s%orc there, growing i
immensely vealthy from his declings with the Osage Indians., E‘ventut.lly he
becana a millionaire, who dominated locul politics und sceningly could not
" be punished for any of the mony crimes vhiech vare luid at his door, His:
;. mothod of building up pomer und prostige vus to put vorious individucls .
-"under obligation to him by means of girts or favars shom to thum. Con-
‘sequently, he had & tremcndous folloming in the vicinity composed rnot only ' uf
_of the riffraff elemont which had drifted in, but of meny good and sub- 77 e
' 'stantial citiz.:na. T,

ey The various characters conrcerned in this story wers as follows;. . -
nﬁ~ : "!'ILL&';ILL MKING HALE, mustcr mind bchind the five wmurdcrs

ingbatigatoed, 53 yoar old typical mosterner of modium stoture, black nairﬁ
!ng gray, prepossessing figure, noaut dresser, ruddy cemplexion, tho
ctod e milityry eir, with shouldurs back cnd chest out, self-confide
o+ nor of many fino horscs, having o hore in Pairfax, Cklahomu, &nd
h houso ncar “ruyhorse, Okluhomm, in tho middlc of his immonsc holdling

o L T ) . b o o BEE
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875 o T . JCEN RAMSEY, bootlegper, fifty ycur old typical roush type
9 ¥  _—oditorn oriminul —ho hud sorved a pamitentiury temm for rustling ordtM
— e s7 mamber of tho notorious Honry Grammer gong, cetuiud murdurer of
, tz’;* fam E. Smith, Ritc Smith, Nottic Brookshir:s, cnd Hunry Rean.,
123w 7 . ¥ : '
£ 13 _;:é%;":‘*‘.. ERCCT BURGIART, "Sguaw Man”, in his ﬂrl}' thirsies, noephes _
14 " of %. X. Halc, vho complotely dominsted hin, o weektilled individuzl ~ho
| 19 . g‘ did his unelarts bidding; murried to Molli:c Burklert, full-blood QOsuge
16 ?% Indien, daughter of Lizzie Q, voelthy in her own right; © very fricndly

individual who suamingly thought he ﬁ...d done no wrong in participeting in
‘$he crinos ho aodnitted; " implicated-in tho murd-r of Hunry Roon nnd of thae
- ¥. E. Snitk family, Ho Tas the —ock link in Willirm K. Holets orgund .k.vion,
tho-first to confuss the truo stute of affnirs, giving Speelel Agonts of |
" thie Buresu their rfirst roal lend in tho cosu, cotuelly implic:-ting trlo
- and P'mrw-v &
. KISV NORH’SO.., "Sqaaw l*an" 35 years «0ld, & neat appiiring’
nau of very bad reputation, married to a full-blcod oSage Indian Toman -
aamed Katherine Cole; admitted murder of Anne Brovm, with help of Bryan & -

Burkhart at ipgtigation of W.K.Hale. .

r—

-

BAVAN BURGLART, & "Squats Man", younger brothar of Eranest
Burkhart, vho turned State's evidence in the State Courts. )

e o o

NEEY SYLPH, a "Squaw Man™, former husband of Ceecilia Bishesrt,
full-blood Czage ~onan, vho mus hired by ¥. K.Hele to murder zn Inédicn,
but who lost his nerve and loter confessed.

. I%22I5 ¢, elso knomm as Lizzie Kils, Tull-blood Oseaze Indiun
" betmeen 70 and B0 years of' age, immemsely venlthy 1*1 her o right, mother o
! of AINA BROT, MOLLIE BURCIIART, wifo of ERNEST WUHHART, wnd RITA SMITH, o
ifo of W. T. "BILL® STTH. This Indicn vomen nd hor thres dauchtoss o
wero all irmensely —ealthy, ouch being tho o-mar of Osage hund righi, wnd
receiving royoltios from oil end gas —ells.,

L The Government's theery in the invcstigntion of the murder cascs,
v “hich subsoquently proved %o be abetunticlly truc, vas that 9. K, PulC
daminsated Lis naphew, Tracst Burkhart, the husbund of Mollic Burkhor v, e
Pplanped to do wway with Lizzie Q and hc.r ronaining tmo duvghters, zna :
" finally Burkhart'a orn wife, so that Burkhart -ould fall heir to the hend
.. rights of ell four, Burlrh.xrt becing under the dominatiorn .of Hule, vho would,
* .7 {if nucessary, x.vuntually hrve killced Burkhurt, rnd @s uw result cequired
« ) ,tho‘ voal4th of thase four Indiun women. '
2 ‘1’ Just prior to the investigation of the Osage Indien Yurder .
8 by tho Unigod States Burcou of Investigation, t—c douen Csoac ‘I“:diz,*m*i
.. ; di under suspicious circumstances, mnd the cntire Oeuge Indinn Tridc i
2 ‘a8 the ~hit. citizens of thet loerlity, werc bturror-stricksn  <ond i
toar of thuir lives. The tribal council passcd e rusolution rejussting the
aid' of thc Government in solving these rurders. The foct that lou-cbiding &
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s actunlly fearcd teo convorse with the agents of this Burenu 1
Y roont killings mnrdo the taak of tho Purctu's ngunts oxtrcﬁu.iy

J',.p'-"" X J»WU‘;‘»-.MN_I“

Iy

«eonnection with the mysterious &aths of a large number of Indisns the -
perpetrators of “he crime would pet an Indian drunk, heve a doctor exnmine- r
" him end pronounce him intoxicated, following which a E&W i
would be injected into the Indmn, ax}.d alter the docto¥'s Tture the f
y members of the gang would inject an énormous amount of morphine under the
o ampit of .tha drunken Indian, whish would result in his death. The "' -
<*doctor'a cartifieate would aubsequen‘tlj read, "death from alcoholic ¢
RN To further complicate the tasit of the Bureau in investigctiz
-, _ithese murders, Burt Lawson, a convict confinow _..n the Cklehome Stric | o
Penitentiary Qtv McAlestcr, Oklahatia, made sovergl tonfessions o tig
murders, in which he elaimed to have been erployod bv"ﬁ'n"l_c'%’mrdo* Y. E. :
Smith and his rmily. Puinstaking investigation by Burcau agents developed -
that Hale had. .concootod this story himself, by which Laws:n pretonded to .
+"implicate Hele, koowing full well that Hulo could prove & porfoet elibi -
- for Lawson end thereby ebsolvc himself al the sem: time. It wus nrscnssz.ry g
to disprove thec details of Luwson's eonfession beforc investigotion 1coking
toward the devclopment of the true faets could be commenced.

Y iﬂ!ﬂ;"&‘;‘: e

In addition to this offort on Hole's purt te mislced the
investigators, hc hud KT | upon the further plan~of “throwin> suspicion upan
*.one Roy Bunch, who hed buoun 1n+1matoly sssoclated vith Goen's wife for a -
B Yoar or two pI’iOl" to Roga's rurder end who hod subseoguontly morried her.
Circumstances did point the finger of suspicion at Bunch nnd it was
{ necessary for Buresu rgents <o prove Bunch imnocint beforce they proved
Ramsey end Halo ‘guilty of the murder. This was cccauplishod throusgh the
confassions of Ernast Burkhart and John Ramscy, hilch vindiected Bunch., -5
-Falsc Tumors nnd stutements on the part of Willimp K.Pale's pyriads of ¢
*  fricnds and henchmen crused Buresu egopts to mokc noedless trips %o Lo
+% - - Zalifornia, Now Mexico, 0ld Mexieo, Kenscs, Colortdo, Texus, cnd Arizoma. ™

Ainnnn Braoam™m A e et ar of Lizzic O mns rmardnred an thao niohkt nf
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Moy g2, 1921, about throu miles from tho town of Peirfux, Oklchemn, on ibo
poature lnnds of William X. Hole, and her body throwm into the botum of &
_ -.amall ravine. Investigrticn by Bureau ngenta rovecled thut on the night of
»  her marder shc-had beon plicd with liquor by Kclacy Morrison mna Bry:m
- .:*r Barkhnrt, who, accompanicd by Cathorinc Col 2 Morrisen, full-blood Osnes
O eir@ of Morrivm drov: by the ranch house hamo of Willi:r K. Hile, who
<. furfishod Morri on =ith n 32 nutomatic pistol. From Hrola's rinch hruco)
"~ "« thef drova to within a 237 hundred feot of whore the murderod body of

%  Ainn@ Brown was leter found, r»nd whil o Bryvn Burkhart held the drunk:n Anm
\,'.,Moxalson shot har through tho back of tho hecd, with the rutomntic pistol i
_ furnished him by Bnle for the purposo.’ E

»
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Upon the discovery of Anne Brown's body several davs later °H
= g nutopey performed in the bock of his etore, et which he gy
Anng Brown's body was chopped up into small ;ieces, in au ﬁ:;'.-“eg-t >

t the discovery of the fact thnt she had been mrdered., All of
 wore develoned from the questioning of Kol scy Mo"riscn, himsclf

shntially cormbomted as to the detaila of th murder by his wile,
- fatherine Cole horrison, and by Matt williams, u bootj.cggcr, vho stntc.a fr;n

’ ordemd by Norrison and Burkhart.- ‘.' _ e
'<" chry Roan was a plctu.rosquo fall-blood OSL\{;E] Iﬂdian, n *‘z:n"i
tall and & finc-looking spocimen. He wore his huir in plaits down his l;n_
Roan was an inveterate drunkard, who staysd amay from his honme for vooks al
a time. jAbout a year prior to the murder of Henry Roan, Williem K.¥nl< hex
taken out a 325,000.00 life insurance policyn.Roan. John Remcey AR T
fricmda with foan by means of Foan's fondness fdr whisky and took homn out,
" on ‘sevaral occasions, ostensibly to furnisk him 1iquor, but in reality %o:.

murder him. TUpon each occesion, however, Remsoy lost his nervo, but

Yinallv 'na'r-:-nnﬁaﬁ DAaan *o R'r\'iv.n fn *ho T\r\!-""nm e™ n canyon cat of aiphd =
- ok &AL A J- y Shbd AL CATE LY J_r Wde W

of the nearby road, vhere he shot Roan through the bc.ck o tue heud with
a 45~calibor pistol- ~hich he hod obtained from 4he arsonal of Henry Gromngl.

./

T™is murder occurcd on Jaguary 26, 19”0 “m{d investizetion by ii"
 Bureuu agents developed that Williem K. T Hele hirod mamsey %o commi= Yhis’ %
rurder, buying Rumsey a 3500.00 Pord cur prior to tho mrdcr os o part
paymont for the deed und paving him 31,000 in cish after the murder had
teen cormitted. It was doveloped that Homry Grormor had furnished Jahn

.t Ramsey %o Halc as the killur. Roun's body wes discovered severrl days
~later sitting ir an uprisht position in hin car frozen stiff. The ac*s .

i { surrounding the murder of Hoan mere proven by John Hamselr's uwm nonfesslon,”
as well as by the confessicn of Ernest Burkhart, nephew of Willierm ¥, ‘Ie;la,
who nes present at all negotiaticns relative to the murder of Hosr. S

John Rumsey did not even know Romn's namc at the %ime P prardorel

. him, but had aimply hed Roan pointed ocut to him on *the streets of Feirfax,
Oklahoma by Tilliam X. Holec as the Indiun whor Fale nanted killed, Falc
~as a selr—appointcd pall-beurer st Roan's funeral, snd Rumsey, the cotund
.. mirderer, upon viewing the body of Roan, prcetended %o be deeply oflcc.ui,

Henry Roan wrus tho only onou cof the fiwe individuals proved w0
have beon murdercd at tho instigation of William K. Hale vho —as killed on oy
ristricted In d, thereby givirg the United Stetes jurisdiciicn ovar :
+ Romm's murdcrad body was found upon the rostricted homest ad %
al tmont of Rose Littlo Star, a mll-bloocl Osage, vhose Indian nom.: TﬁB“
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Anna Brow, ‘and that Hale would not¢ hesitate to kill the rest of 4.,11
ehildren. A short time prior to his murder Snmith had hed e v: cis-n"‘
63. reatdon with Hele relative to & $6,000.00 indebtedness which Swigh’
zad was due him by Hele. Shortly arter this altercation, oa t,_@ ni_
¢h 10, 1923, -the house of 7illiem L. Smith was blo‘m up by huving
(At lpve-ga.l.xor ¥er of nitro-givcorin exploded under it, blowing the honss "‘-'.'}w
'”atans end killing Rita Smith, wife of W. B. Smith, ard Nettie Broothir
& white servent girl 1nstantam.ouuly, and horritly wmungling tho body of
T william E. Smith, vho lived e few houra however, ard stated his bcli&r

‘ that Hale ‘hed had him killed. S

. g&‘ "R "It was, developed througl mxrestigatzon by Burcau agents mat
*7 Williem K. Halo hud hirod John Remsgy und Asa "Ace" Kirby to murder ™ -
William ‘B. Smith and his wife end had subsoquently paid Ramsay epproxims

Ea o T L m‘P

g.l.OUU.UU 101 purj.uml.l.uy bu S LT uu: uu,.‘su Luuwa VICTU g;uvun u; muuu-

actinv undur instmc*ions from Eale, ond who soaegb* out Rumsuy on thc. ﬁay
of this rurder to inform him that William K, Hole and Heary Grammer, in”
order to allay ‘duspicion, were going to Fort Worth, Tdéxas, %o a cattlonon's
confarenco, und thaet William Z. Smith and his wif. should be murder.d that
night. It doveloped further that Williem K.Hnlc hod attorpicd %o hirg
the notorious outlaw, Al Spenesr, to cormit this rarder, but Sponcor

—_—— . 3 .
rafuscd, stating that whilc he had no compunction at “,bbnzg o train oo

blowing a safc and killing individuels in such en atteapt, he had not smnk
B0 low as to murder hzlpless individusls for money. After Spuncor'sz :
rofuscl Hole attmmpted ¢o hiro "Blackio" Thompsén, Dick Grogsz, =nd Lis .
. Tathor, John Gregg, to murder "illiam Snith wnd his family, nll of rhom o
r<fused. : B

¥,

e e L T ST SRR Y MG S 1 R

williem K, Hilo becmo afraid thet "acu” Eirby, whe p;rtici'} £5a
in the murdsr of "the Smith £mily as sot out (bovw nnd mho sctunl vy plicod

-~ L 11 ~ [ R e e | -t - o b s - :
thic five=gcllon oun of nitro=glyecerin undor o Srdsh Musc and -‘.-5—- it off

nould m~ke known Hile's comneetion with these rurdsrs, wnd necordinggly’
porsuadod Kirby to ettumpt the robbary of n gre.ry store naa the Xrnsng
Oklanhoma Strte line, rsnsuring EKirby thet th2 oinor of the grosery swre
pessossed cortnin vcluﬂblc gans. The ovprr o tne stora s ia furna mfﬂrmﬂ
o»f tho exact hour of the contomplrted robbory and «s ¥irby farecd onirrmes .
_into the grocory store through tho wirdew, groctald him with seve ek 1nudas of .
buckshot from r shotgun, thercby remeving a witncss wvho could have r"vliea- a0
Halo .gnd his rasociates, .

370
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Ernest Pus

-1 u:mrrorteci rith "mucxlo" Thomps>n mad mv cadrsisnnl ifucr
fnets rolative to the murdors which wgonts hod fll‘ef‘d"' shtninasd, 7f

corPcssod thrt he knew 21l abeut the murdors; thnat Roy Bunch, rhs _"'" ‘
‘to heva carmitted the rurder of Henry Rorn, %78 innceont, tr‘d thr ¢ John s
Rmisey, who was ot thot timc living on Millimm K. Hrle's rooch, hed Tigurod
‘g : w- actively in ell the murders. Jchn Remscy vwos irmodicstlly 1ocrt~d by rgengs
I 157 .. of the Buroru, nnd upon being eonfronted by Burkhi~rt nnd l1o.rning thnt 7

.:.

It 16 . Y Burkhort hed confossed, mado n camplets confession as to his p«.rt in r11 the
g .~ 5 DN

.

i . ::mrdors.

- Ir. addition to the solution of the murders themselves Burem
agents discovered that Mollie Burkhert, full-blocd Csage Indian nife of
!:rnost Burkhari, who mlone remained betweer. William Hale's nephew, Emast
‘Burkhart, and the fortune of the Lizzie Q. family, at the tima the
Cok Government cormonced i ts. mvestigation of thopcnsc was dying fram uhat .-;
£ was believed ta be alow poisoning. It is un ésthbiished fact that ac sam
as sho was gotten out of the control of Burkhart and Hele she immedi: taly :
romined her health and 1s living todsy.

. ' L

In conducting investigations of these+mirders onc Special fzend |
the United Stctos Bureau of Investipgation poscd as on Indicm pedicing man
in an undercover investigntion, claiming to be in search of =¢lrtives who
had moved to Oklshoma severszl vears before. Eo medo & lot of mcedicinc

~around Fairfax, consisting mostly of sweeiencd water, and was takern in by
the Indians, visited in their homes, attondod their cercmonials, therldy

. gaining much usoful information. Not only did tho agond acting as a :

: medicine mem in actually -dispcnsing tho sweetoned wuter to the Indicns

'« roin thoir confidcence and coojcration, but he also served as an Indiwn

»7. " imodicine man in tho imner circle and tribul councils, helping them to muke.
i 1 plans for the administration of their tribal problcms und govaernment. L

Another Specicl Aguent of tho United Suatts Burcau of Invesiigaiicy,

=
e A o Y = - oy ) A
. W ing undercoyer-on tho cuse, poscd &35 an insurance srlogum end retunlly

Vil
80ld life insurancc of n legitimate charocter, thoreby guining entrunce to
_the bMMntizm& ond gathoring uscful informetion, vhich
the citizens refused to give to governmcnt agents opoenly becousc of thoir u,r
foar of Willierm K. Hale, In connection vith this scle of life insurrnce, “.os
_of coursc, informetion about the porsonel habits cnd otacr types of T L
intormation aveilablo to insurance campanics would bo obinined, tnd -
rroquently this informetion would have n direct besring orn the differont
ongles of the case undor invostigation., This ngent contacted Willirm XK.
s+ Hela himself undar his guise of an insurance salesman, and almost succee ded

F in Beliing nin & policy. L ranes ;:

& 53 _--.*-' 7 Still .mcther Special Agent of the United States Burewu o
, 5‘52‘..‘*.,*_, Inv@stigation played the part of a plain___'_,as_ C“ﬂﬂ:‘m, end establisned c
: % iy4  sssBeiation with many of Hale's intimates and amployees, &£ll of whom un=
knowingly contrituted useful information. The agonts of the Un: tdé Stetes 1o
Buréau of Investimtion who vere working undercover on this casc >ften mat

.-f' k i -] o ) :‘Hﬁ‘t“



gaoto end dangerous places in the Osoze country, such £s *‘he wones
{mgaly uvsod as @ meating pluce by Al Spencer wnd his outluw gng, R
Mam“s Hill, vhorc mony murdors and robbories had beon plottcd, B
ts of the Un.ited Stutes Burocmu of Investigution, togctherg:'i.,h a8
itwnant of the Stato Burcau of Criminal Idmtificatmn of Q&lahcna
ypon” ane occasien sat up for tuc nights aond duys with o ernvict vitnoss @
=%oforo obtaining u statamant from him. The intercsting incidents cecurrirg:
‘An-the investigation end the trinl of the guilty par%ies invclvod in ‘hhasc' '
murdars arc too numerous to mention. -
A - - - R
'~ Burt Lowson, vhoss "bogus® confossion ceused gg-mu nnnts m_r;y
haur.s of n'mry t'ork upon his reloasc into custody of the agonts, proved
to be & glutton, wﬁo tte tocbone stewk und French-fried poteotocs thrae
i times & day. Upon his first visit to o cafeterie vwith ngents, uyen *
. roachirg -the cushier he wos found to have four picces of pic tnd throo .
_ivpiccos of cuke upon his tray ond comnluined Qf 3hc fuet what ke ho no ror:n
tpr a meat dilsh. . - - A : )
& N, |
'w—-f ' R Devoy Selph, a metorinl Govermment witness, testified to thc fact
' -thnt ‘ho was Hired by Wiiliam K.Rnle to murder ¥clsey Morrison's vife. He J°
%, was released from tho Syrncusc,Konsns, Jril to de stify, .né vhile being held
. a% Guthrie, Oklahomn, with other material witnessos who EnG boon transforr
_from the XKnnsns State Penitentinry, ho =as leoft in a jnil ecll of whick nmil
“the dars verc found to hrve been partly sared. He sho—ed his approaciation
by brenking ocut of. th¢ savod bnrs ond was subseguently “oootud by Duracu
_ngents clnd only in his undcrelothing, attumpting to hide in o barrcl ot
p pressing shop nt Puvhudie, Oklahons, vhere he.wss having fis suid pr sepd,
Eeo grve g8 his rouson for the jail brc;}c thet he intended enlling on o 1ndy
:“riend vho, incidentnlly, wns his ox-wife, Cocilin Bighenrs, rul‘—blood‘,‘;
' U3pgo woman. ' o

: : On andther occnsion Solph' ralked sut on o drunien jailor, trking o
with him the jailor's pistol, nnd aftorwmirds stole un -ru.omovil«., in T u,-,h "

B wmedAn hd o man e < S Ry P - 5
-, 48 00T 018 88fapy. N0 TAOS roCupuurasq u_} Baroou ooenis ot o ...uu..m AW Bry

- and returncd to tustify at the trinl of Hmle. Duvey Sclph's noxt - A 3
~ %o-escapo, alter hoving beun returned to tho Arknnsis Btite Pernitenticry =
S0 ccmplotc a sen wnec thore, rosultwd fatally for him, Lo

i While *he trinl <as neturlly in progress n Buro‘u zgent obtn iracd
inromation to tho effoeect thot Hnle vns recoiving lettors fror\ v witness whon
hed perjurcd himself ct Hale's former trinl. "'I*i ngent scoirchod Helots

“eoll and loccted in tho bedclothing two lotters from 4ue "it wees stating
. that he hrd nsar'hn-nd himself 4n Halets hnhr_]_f n* the last trinl srnd intemdssd

-3 \, b aeh e fsadiliSliga Al [Glaals |53 84 6, AR W WA At b TLusl, Mﬁ-‘hl

An attornsy for Halc located twe trrmps rnd cunruny ﬂ‘o ~1"§,§
ping propnro e} d«.tanse for -the trinl of H~le¢, The alart c-onis

" = e

them 1n hel
" wﬂ -
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‘Bureau discovered this situation, secured confessions Trom them s
aby prevented their appearance at the trigl. Sare witnesses setus)]
4; toagify voluntarily et tho trial of Hale and Ramsey aud roceived su
qlent sentonces bacause of their perjured testimony. Host nowvort}vy
s ] & tham wes P. C. Hester, who was given a scntence of %wo years in.
raderal Penitontiary and fined 3100.00, Othor friends and relatives ot
iy Halo were sentenced for being in contempt or court pnd for inte:fering

‘. John Rumsoy, upon his tri@l for r.nrder oz "fered un alibz to the
eﬁ'ect that he was not in Fairfax, Oklahoma, o the date of the murder for
Avh.ich—‘ne wis bei tried. Investiga‘t‘lon by agents of the Bureuau resulted
~-" ta the production of the hotel register of an old Indiun waman who hed @
tormarly operated a hotel at Fuirfax, Oklahoma, reflecting thut Ramsey -
Hon" " was metually registered in 4his hotel on the day cof the murder. This
‘ #-VIndian ‘woman, 1%.developed, hud been furnishgg whisk(.y by & lumycr o
. prosumebly w cing id -the intercst of Hale, in. an attenpt to huve nep =
- chenga har testimony. This lawyer was subscguentsly schtonced to u:.ghtoen
~months in ¢ Fodernl Penid oﬁtiary for this uction oa his part, _
- $ rrY ¢
t Upon %he successful conclusion of Ahe cuscs coninst Frla tnd -
Ramsey &nd the other individuals involved in tho murders, the Osuge
" Indisns, through their tribel council, pusscd rosclutions, ¢arolled
~upon the records of tho tribes, exnressing their appreciation of the g
great service rendered by agents of %he United Stetes Bureaun of In‘i”ef‘tu’-‘auiﬂn i
in bresking up the vicious murder ring which had been preying upon Shat i '
tribe for yasrs. . \
Vi

o
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Williaen K.Fele ard Juhn Ramsey wrre tried four times -~ tvice
in_the Federal District Court at Guthric, Oklahomm, cnce in the Fedoeral
', Diatrict Court at Oklehnma City, Oklahcne, and onco'in theo J:uderlf-i‘ﬁ Cog
District Court &t Pathuska, Oklehome, resulting in their being ecn ctod / e
for the rurder of Henry Roan, and_sentencced to 1ifec imprisorment in ! he
Fedorel Penitenticry of Lﬁ__vcv. raréh, Xonsas. Those tvo eccnwvictions e
" intHo-Pederal Gourt, duc to tho fact thot the Unitéd Staws hed .o
. Jurisdiction-over the actual place vhere Henry Roen vas murdored. Genir

"' sontoncoes imposcd in the state courts for jmurders aver vhich tho Unitod

' Statos hed nc jurisdiction ver- Y , 1ife irprisonment for
his part in th? murdor of Williun E. Smth vnd fanily Kzlsov Morriscr,
"1ife impriscnmont for tho rurdor of Anna Bra whilc Brysn—Birkhurt, :
brmmﬂrhart “turnod stutc's eﬁ ence in state eourt und . .

“ras nevor convicted.

It 1g interssting to note thoet upon i first *"J.o.l of Hale a:.’?:*

¥ the Foderal District Court ruled that i4 hrd no Surisliction fvorz(%

» only to be reversed by the Suprumc Court of the United Stites €

widghin tho compars sivaly short pericd of tmenty-five duys. From ths
'Z‘st_a_ nd”$rial of Hale and Rumsoy in tho Fodoral Court at Guthric & hung .

jury resultad. The cosc was rotried ot Oklehorm City in the Federni =70

District Court at Oklehorm City, Oklahomm, and both Halo ond Ranacy verc
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. .“1._1'1w the Tedersl District Jourt et Pavhuska, Oklehome, resulting in sonvietd

{5wealthy ruli-bLoqq,Qsaﬁe Indian, erected 2 horme, and at present lives
: "_,within a few hundred yards from the spot mherc anna 3rovn's murdered Lody
was found. ' ' . IR

P

. . ‘
cted end given life sentences. Hale appealed ani hnd his conwictl
sed ypon the ground “hat the case had been tried in the rraus DEES- ok
decision nutomatically reversed Remsey's convicetion slso. Unon ifad
lasWsrial Hale and Rriser asked for a severance and were tried separnvel

and sentences as set forth above. . :

Rt

Cne otrer interosting sidelight fo theso cases is the fact thet
"Billie" Hele, the beautiful dauchter®or W.K. Hale, within 8 corparativel
short time after her father had been.sent to the penitentjary, marriced a
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manm OF OSAGE INDIAS. Williem K. Hele, John Ramsey, ‘ot 2l o

T ) .
g - Followim the diacova:ry ot ‘of1 .'m the Osege country of -
s “ Oklahoma, the "black gold rush™ brought wany of the worst
_“ ‘eriminals in the nation to that section to prey mpon the newly
rich Indians end, if profitable, to marry them. During a
‘period of recen} yesrs many wealthy Osagp Indisns ceme to their
'y ‘death in a “Hysterious manner, and these vutrages come tc a

» glimaxX with the deaths of Anna Brown, Henry Roan, and W. E.

-#Bi11" Smith and family. The Osage Tribal Council aud many
business rdn began to offer rewards for the solution of the _
msterim murders, and emateur detoctivcs and many. co-called - .
"gleuths” made fruitless investigaiions which resulied in
nothing more than & destruction of many valuable ®leads" snd
the loss of the confidence snd cooperaiion of the cltizens iun
any kind of investigation. Such waes the situamtion that con-
fronted Speclal Agents of the Bureeu of Investigation, U. 5.
Depariment of Justice, wienm they began the _nvestig&m.on of

the alleged rurders.

N e R
® 4 O

it was developed that a hunting party found the bochr of
Anns Brown in a ravine nesr Feirfax, Okls®oma, = crude sutonzy
" indicating that she had been shot through the craniw. from the
rear; that Henry Roan, an Osage Indian, wboso body wes found

..
on the front seat of his cay in a amall cenyon, had come to Lis

death as & result of a gunshot wound; and thut the home of
"W, E. "Bil1l" Smith had been completely demciished during the
- niZht by & chargd of high explosive, which resulted in the-

death of Smith, his wife, who_ was nan Indian, and a servant girl.

The attention of the Agemts, who were searching for motives

- for the crimes, was directed toward W. XK, "3illw Hagle, an R
unacrupulous prospector, who was known to uave had in his employ =~ = .,
‘meany reckless characters. It was learned thzt Anna Trown was S
the deughter of the Squaw, Lizzie Q, wWho hed two othor daughtorsy:;
‘Mollie and Rite. The lntier was the wifc of 311l Smith and
Mollie was _jarried to Earnest Burkhart, a ncphew of ill Jficle.

. Lizzle Q. had acquired 2 large fortune, as had her children,

PRy TR W, =h N vy x
‘ and whon sh7 became seriously 1ll a jJoint wiil was muoce By L

and her davgiier, Anna Brown, providing that the survivor of
the tm novﬂr‘ inherit the bulk or the otLerts estate. It vas
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qﬂ)q bofore the d.eath of Lizzie Q. that inra Brown ¥cs fomd' _
ered. Apparently Rita Smith alone stood between tho cntire

riune of the family end Burkhert's wife, Mollie. 'Bill Smith

° saw the situation and began %o discuss opemly the possibilities

" “connected with the death of Anna., No doubt it would be benericial

to some ore to dispose of Snith and his wife. Such was the status

“.of affairs when Smith's hame was blown up, resuiting in the trazedy

, already described. <The apparent plans were miscarried, homever, :
... ¥hen Smith survived his wife by a Tew hours, and his wife's estate -

. ‘ . went to & daughter of Smith by e tormer marriage. It was also o

‘learned that Bill Hale had a claim of $6,000.00 against Henry Roem, .

‘.’ one of the victims. Aifter Roan's death it was discovered that Hale
“had insured Roan's life for ‘,25,000.00 and that Hale wus the :

beneficiary. . The insurance was not paid on accarunt of fraud.

-

. . The Bireai of Inves..igation Agents continued their investiga-

tion, wianing the confidence and cooperation of the Indians, as

_well as the whites, mingling with the people ac medicine men, in-

.. ., surance agéhts, and gathering valuable infcr;,a'hon, wrtil tl.ey ob-
* . tained evidence sufficient To show thot Ecle was the mzater-nind

" ‘behind these murders, in order to obtain far himselfl and nephews

. the fortune of Lizzie Q. and her daughbers, «s well as the Insur-

ance on the life of Ienry Roan. The murders ned been drutal and

~ 1in cold blood, and evidence was obtained showing that they were

- committed under the dirvciion of Eale. .

_ Bvery trick and device of resourceful attorneys had o de ¢t
_at the trial., Witnesses cormitted perjury in their tesiimony, and
many of the prosecution's witnesses were intimidated a-.c ..urf.at::.au. .
Eowever, on October 29, 1926, at Oklahome Civy, Oklohona, Willia: K.
340 ‘i " Hele snd John Renaey, who participated in the mirder of Keary DPoax,
G Lt were found guilty and wera sentenced to life iipprisonient in h
) Leaven'orth Foleral Ponitentiary. -
; . The case as to W. K. Hale was rcversed and remanded Tor re-
trial by the United States Circuit Court of Arpeals. Following S
this, Agents of the Burcau of Investization made a recheck of the  ».. iy
original investigation and Hale was brought %o irial again at R

Pawhusks, Oklehoma. On Jaouory 26, 1929, he was again convicted
“and sentenced to life imprisonment at Leavenworth. -
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Fespectfully,

¥, Beuriran.
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| JOWN EDGAR HOOVEL GL’ A 6; A

S Digision of Frbestigation
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Washington, B. . B

. day 17, 193.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CLEGG.

4ggﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁam%ﬂghwﬂg@£h

-

On the afternoon bf May 16, 1934, Hiss Anands .
© " #patricksof Oklahoma City, Oklahome, celled in the office -
and advised that she had been a witness in some of the vericus
" prosecutions growing out of thé Osage Indien murders involviny”
Y. Kf)ﬂale; that she had been severely beaten anc lelit .o=
dead by one Jim{Sharp, who, she stat®i, was a defencant I
one &f these cases, and who had suppliec an agent oI Tu: Luvo
with a#statement of his attack on her; and that she now desclred
to secure a copy of this statement or to be allowed to see ite -

I informed Miss Patrick that “such statements, as wall
as all other information gathered by egents of this Division, are
xept entirely confidential, and that we are restricted by -
legislative enactment from supplying such information to nrivete
individuals. v .

’ReSpectfully,

: : . LCiwvdons
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.-JOHN EDGAR HOOVER &g g

- Bifision of ;lu&mgam

"M 8. Beputmed of Justice 7
Baslington, B €.

June 6, 1934

Pt de b o

. MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NA
-

Came T MrJiWaltehurst, who stated that he is the clerk of
-7 the House'Judiciary Committes, called by telephone to inouirs.
.« -~ of Miss AmandafPatrick who was then in bis office and wap =
- stated that shq had previously interviewed me and had been -~ .
; - denied the privilege of examining certain cases in our files
.-, which she stated pertained to an asssult roumitted on her by
ER ',one Jink/gxarp some years ago in Texas.

f ' v vI ., told Mr. Whitehurst thet Miss Patrick had made’
- . such a'reduest of me and that I had e‘:pla:lned to her that all.
*  the informetion contained in the files of this Divicion were
© . of a confidential nature and that we were restrictel by legis-

! '*lo"-:*‘\ ' ) lative enactment from supplying inforaation conteined therein

822 '® i to other than duly authorized law enforcement officials.
33 I I informed Mr. Whitehurst that the Division would oY
3'5- ?3_;"{_ o be pleased to handle sny request which he might nzte that PR
3 s‘%.“ o ~ would come properly within our jurisdiction. M¥r. Wnitenurst R

sald that he had no such request to make.

Respectfully,

G. Lowden.

- PJZKJ'") RDE.?‘

pm'mv
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Joﬁb‘: EDGAR HOOVER @5 | & A o IR A

AL Bepeiment of Jomtice oy
Mashivgton, B. €. | o

August 11, 1934

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAM
| . _

-

TR On the afternonof!ugustlo, 19/4, a NMr. Ward, :
Secret.ary 40 Congressman{Marland of Oklahoma, telephoned to
e :: advise that one Amenda M.}Patrick, who was then in his office,
.. "*iclaimed to have money dug her for confidential information -

" _furnished Special Agent ank Smith in connection with the . . |
JimSharpecaseﬁinTaxasandOklahom. T . Lo e

P el ol el BN S T -ad\mup.;.uww

- Upon receipt of this information, I called ¥r. ¥ard a;nd :
in answer to his inmiries as to the authenticity of this women's -
claim, I~informed him that on May 17, 1934, I had interviewed her, ' .
'at which time she was seeking compensation for injuiies which she
alleged nad been sustained ag a result ower having smpplied in-
" formation concerning one JimfSharpe who,is s defendant in ome of -
the cases fesne out of the OBage Indian murders involving W. K.

OHale. I informed Mr. Ward that at that time Hiss Putrick desired -
to have access to our files concerninz this case ana thnat follow-
ing her departure I had ssarched unsuccessfully for any reference '
to her which mizht be contained in our files.

Y i ot g Lo
B RS

ety W AR SN

S
PP

T, Mr. Ward was further informed that Mr. Whitehursi, .
. Clerk of the House Judiciary Committee, had made similar inguiries
concerning Miss Patrick on June 6, 1934, and that I had informod
e Mr. Whitehurst at that time that our files cont=ined nothing taab
Ao would serve %o identify Uiss Patrick or whicih would suhbuantia* ‘
:§”? o any claim she might have against the Government. e
g2 44 - - ¥r. Ward informed me that he believed this womsn would -
i ' return to his office the next day for the purpose of "bumming®
g 46 . - L $10.00 or 8o from him and that for this reason he had made the

; _1nquj.1:'y
: ' Respectfully,
51 - | \ w'&ﬂ\/\
%52 . . : : \
433 _ i " G, Yowdon. [ T
d 22 . . owdon. ¥ ‘.
4 RECORDELY
R 56 % o {DEXED
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'oml.n ‘-and ﬂteted s one Amanda M. Patrick claims to

£

; hnva money

infornéiion ?*f

due her for confident*

: gugaiahad Special Agent Frank Smith in connection wils

36 in Texas and Okla

'i;” He'desires to be called pack this afternood - }ié
,‘f -10~54 on any information we may be ab ¢ to give -

pim in re._abuve -
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- Bxshington, B. 0.

LI N R RV VR WE SRR

September 5, 1934.

. ' MIMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON.

.-‘;M"\' . e
o 4wy .

. ~ In compliance with a request from Mr. Quinn, I
furnished him with copies of the following photographs
relstive to I. C., 70-File, $62-5058, to be delivered
to Nr. Rex Gollier: | TS

3 e - - -

Ravine where Anna("Brown's body was found.

,  Hale's ranch house.
) " Willien K. Hale (Front view).:-
' ¥illiem K. Hale (Profile). " .
‘ -~ Smith house before explosion.

Spith house after explosion.

Anna Brown.

Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire.

John Ramsey.

Caren

It is my understanding that Mr. Collier lost the
several photographs recently furnished by this office to
My. Quinn to be delivered to Mr. Collier.

Respectfully,

L eSS
| | /

W. H. D. Lester.

w e ) N
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. Piﬁiﬁiﬁn of gnﬁggﬁgaﬁm % _x,,; #.8er
) * ¥ 8. Bepariment of Justice  ?
0. Blashington, 8.0
1ugust-31: 1934,

MFMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON ~

Kr. Georgjlledler of the Files Section,
who assisted the writer in obtaining pictures of
interest from the files in the William King Hale
‘case, for delivery to Mr. Rex Collier, requested a
copy of Division I. C. #70.F.62-5033, entitled, .

"Williaz K Hale; John Ramseyw Murder on Indian
iReservation®,‘to read, which was farnished to him
for this purpose.

UL Respectfully,

L @J){/ﬁ

W. H. D. Lester.

v o
@ ."




Mok oa el

iy vt R

A

Ploale be 1 aed t‘l&t o A‘J{uq‘t 31-‘& ﬂr. Rex

,col Ler ap mmd at. tho office ard atated thet he had been:
‘Zurnished with several photo&r.xpha by $ae Director to be ”
used in cormaction with prepurizy certdld cases for toc Sairt
;louls Post Dispatch; that he resded lmwsdiutely & photoprapa
wof %illlam King Ealn u ull aa amr ot.aer pbutogr c.na a\ai-
;‘bl sdd t.hag _tuc..»

A pnoyo;,raph D& Ea..e, tozether with r.*;u.,tdg-a;:h
. the ho wse before and after i% was blown up, were . rnlched.
- '-f'be ir, Collier, and on the followirg day he 1z oraed ze ihat.
."the same had been lost.  He mudé & cerer:l scurck st ihe plates
" "whers he had v'z ited, tnserted un ad Llr the puper, bl was ‘
_unsble to locate these photojraphs. Hosever, I foind that gro e
to delivering tiese ;notographs to ir. Gohi.er, dr.. Luyster e
"made {welve coples of each and eince tzet time T azve civen ¥,
-y ’colli.er & 4 .plicate set 1n ‘order that o could uze tic sm in s

,Pomct;on \d.th hj.a art..lcl,.. S
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Bisision of Inbestigation

* M. 8. Bepurtment of Justice T "7
Bushingtow, 8. C.
September 10, 1934.

w

SO T A S W R

MEMOR:NDUM FOR MR. TOLSON
®.
ERF I "_7 ) ) - .

Y Please be informed that on August 31st ur. Rex
" " ACollier appeared at the office and stated that he had been,
.7, . furnished with several photographs by the Director to be ,
¢ usedi in commséction with preparing ceftdln cases far the Sal
+  Louis Post Dispatch; that he reeded immediately a photograpu
of William King*Hale, as well as any other photographs avall=—"
able .id that file. .o -
e & photograph of Hale, together with = photograph -
‘of the house before and after it was blown up, were furnished
to Mr. Colllier, and on the following day he informed me tust
the same had been lost. He mace a carelul search at the places
where he had visited, inserted an ad in tne paper, bt wes )
unable to locate taese photograpns. Ldwever, I cosnd that prier
to delivering these photographs to Ir. follier, dr. Lester _
- _ made twelve copies ol each and since that time I have given Mr. -
©Z '+ Collier a diplicate set in order that he could use the same in - |
connection with his articles. e

Respectfully,

REQCIDIL A -
X & i 2"\5 ¢ I -
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| Blisision of Inlestigati
-, H. S. Bepurtmerd of Jusdice
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T 6}’" FEEE

P. 0. Box 1278 -,
Oklahoma City, Oklehoma.
February 11, 1935

-

" Director,
% Division of Investigation,
U.S. Department of Justlce,
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W.,

\ Washington, D. C. ~ L
| ._,;t*'\) .7 - "- .‘ P -: N ,»- g ,,‘ .. R . X 7 | |
y : “ ,'- - -("'..A . . ) A . i ‘ .

T Please be advised that on Febryary 11, 1935 there
?? appeared ;at this cffice a man who eave his neme as BilJAGriffies
»and steted that he ls a reporter for the Soutaweat Amgrican, 8

daily newspaper at Tort Smith, Arkansas. He desired to be '
furnished. witl information relative to the.W. KCHale case, -

" Hale being convicted in connection with the killing of some

Osage Indiana a few years ago. I asked him why he deaired tha‘

dnta snd he stated that he is writing o story which he expects
pany's detective

“will be published in one of the McFadden Com
story magazines. :

TR A

R 1 - RIS A T
°, cav, W .

informed this man that he should make
t to suck mattem. '

L e

: "I, of caurse,
inquiry of the Divigion with respec

- - 1 was not Tavorably fmpressed with the gppearance of |

this individual Aand my reccanmendation in the matter, which I of
{8 that he be notl furnisned any

- . course realize is gratuitous,
;‘ information with respect to this or any other case.

Very truly ypurs, |

DWIGHT BRANTLEY, ‘)

Special Agent in char?e,’
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Bitision of Infestigation
. B, Depstment of Justize 3

P, 0, Box 1278
‘Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
February 16, 1935

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigatiocn,
U.S. Deparitment of Justice, ~
Pennsylvania Avenus at 9th Stmat. N.W.,
Walhington, D. C. ..

. ' pe: ¥. KDHale - Murder of
Dear Sir: Osage Indians,

.......

- ‘e Rererence is made to your jelegram of mbn.ary _

1936 in,whieh you stated the Bureau has advieed Bill-;‘-G'Fif"‘ies.

“, Hotel Bristol of Oklahoma City, to confer with me with respect

- to this case and that I am authorized to discuss the case with
him withou} feferring to individual nemes of any Ageuts,

Please be advised that I previously wrote the
Buresu concerning this individual. Since receipt of your
telegram I have contacted the Hotel Bristol and made inquiry
concerning Griffies, but was informed that he is no longer
reglstered there,

Very trulyyours,

2z -
'JIGJI‘/%\J”IEY -
Special Agent in Cbarfe. :

- Lo EDEEIT
RECORDED & INDEXED ~ ‘<° SRCE
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.‘ Po o. BOI 1276 -
Oklahoma City, Oklahama - .
March 9, 193

PR o i g

Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigatien,

V.5. Department of Justice, =
- Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W.,
!a.sh:lngto'n, D. Co

2.
Lo
4

6
- Dear Sirs, . " Re: W, K. Hele, et al.
e g, . Murder ot Osegs Indians,
‘ Special Agent Frank S. Smith of this office recently
while in Okemah had occasion to interview Mr, aiker of tas
First National Bank of that city, at which time Mr, Walker :
divulged to him that he is a very close friend of W. K. Hale,
pow confined in Leavenworth Penitentiary, serving a life sen ten,co
for implication in the Osage murder cases, and that he, Mr. o
Walker, is going to aid Hale in securing a pardon from the Dapi-
tentiary; that he and Congressman Gassaway are going to Washingt
 4n the near future and present the matter to the President of the -
United States, the Attorney General, and confer with the Buream o
in the interest of securing his freedom. He stated that Senators . -
Gore and Thomas are in accord uth thia move. ' T

- : Vary $ruly youra.

Special Agent -8
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B i ﬁmmm FoR 'mz ASSISTANE 10 mx aTI ,axm' srs vm.,
' mﬁ%ﬁn;& _WrLLYe : o

. . S e s A .
. “1'om 1 receipt of a 1¢tt.cr from the Cx.lﬂ.ha:aa Sity 0*““&%
of this Buman. Which sets out thainformaticn that recently whea o
wll Lgeht vas dn Okemah, Oklahomti, he hac ocensi o %o ‘int.;r-
vien ;r. Kit- l@.lhr ‘of the 7irst’ ’Intional ‘Baxk 'of thad city, at -
::5 Bre Wolker dtvulzed %9 %im thot Le i3 s very cXoss”
of ¥, K. Eals, now confined¥in Lecvuarorth Pegltentisry,
& 1ife santenca for implication in the Osage murder eng
. lalkcr steted that he 13 going to ald Bale 15 cecurin. a ,a-r;cn
:md_umt he #ngd Congress=an Gamtay are comin to ,qg ingtan in

Clx}in ace.ord vi.th thta :me. :

J

> .:.,..,-, e i )
!or yaur infomt!.on, Ain 1923 this Burezu i:;vwmg....an
qhich Hale was the prlnaipal offernder, oud the foets
are ap followss  Frow 1921 to 1923 cevepral 9.:ze Indisra
miar speterious clravesiances on the Usae Indira Tiservirl
Ty Gkh!\om. Pour [ndians and a white glirl r:-s thougati to aave |
f,“bun murdered at the instigstion of W1l! an King {Big Bill) Rale,
'mtﬁua referred to a5 "King of the Gm s in order to ocollect
{asurance snd to make two of Hale's nspr.ns 631e belrs to valuatle |
- o1l properties of tho murderod Indlans.  Inwasti:itica ia this case .,
was extresaly difficylt due to Bele's power in the comsunity and . -
‘oo foar In which he was held, which 13 evlsenced k' the fact tm.t
several withesses committed perjury fn thelr tocticony sud many of
Govomunt's witnesses wore istialdated unc threnteseds. Hale?s:
eace waf 80 strong that before he wes fin:lly ren‘snced to . .
-mrlwmt!‘ he s tried foug timen} twice 1a, tae Fedprﬁ :

Sanr, B R AT e R el
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