
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

OSAGE INDIAN MURDERS

PART 18  JF 19

BUFILE NUMBER: 62-5033



� %_m___M.U_~UFlL92=_. oEscR|PT920NU_M__U  _

-&#39; BUREAU HLE U

SUBJECT   42442;», 2   20%:

F|LE NO.__HQ;Z-5055  

SECTION NO...__.Q?Q. I ..¥__..____._

1

SER92ALS.__ZZLi"_£7ZZ I, &#39;

Q-]U£@¥Q Muu~3925?]

92 Q;x;_~_@ @@%w W5

Q?-&#39;92"�?""""&#39;-""&#39;92"&#39;!=!_""~""-"""-""" ""&#39; �I� Iv -¢ --- - - ¢- -fa �- - &#39; &#39;- -"-"""&#39;-&#39; -&#39;92"""- 1"P"�T�-uni-.-I~r&#39;.r &#39;iq-lav --�-p--- �ceq;� . __ ., " &#39; ."&#39; -- � " ��f."":�_:"f".&#39; - - -- --



=1. i
 l!
£2 1
�~.=T{.- &#39;1
&#39;92_-;_._|

.-"1|

-92:
1:Xv �=

F� 1

&#39;,§__;"
1&#39;.

3� ¢
. �:-

.¢4+. -i
 &#39;
 . I
."~� *4

.__

T-E."

P c
.-f-
7,!

,4�-5� ,2�
L r.
. �Q5

w
71¢?-.3
&#39;?"1_�.=.=
=@
*2

..

%§
Q�
�l-1:;7:»

&#39;"<~"�.
�R �

:1!
&#39; M�: . 3: J

1&#39;-7 &#39;1. 1;

gg

-ail�
.&#39; .
&#39;1.

w:-.~ ,&#39;
__;._ fa:~.&#39;- -&#39;:.-&#39;. "

_-.395}
fi 3717--

<..-Y.-ArM .
r=~-�I.
.4, _.

.5.-;_�?-&#39;
  ~
.=:. __ r

K13":
<

:e�>§I<&#39;!V-_:&#39;:.

*§u

_- _
1»;
i ..

:==~*
 @_r1§§_�.-&#39;
.;-»;-�_ &#39;.
,5, Q

-
-

.
.

1.
.�_:.

1»

.-2
92&#39;

.§:92&#39;
:3-
"�-":

,L,¢ .

4&#39;

5;
.

-�E

:_.

5

�.

, .
5
92&#39;._&#39;.

- E..

¢EcToa BUHE
&#39;3
-U

_  &#39;

H�-;.~.......~  :3:-. �V  .;..i.-.;.�;?~"i-:~ 92 -""� 92 ._..
¢@$. 92., ».,» ,_ % V

w.uu1-m¢~m,;,,,,-an
. :"-   ... » »,. - - _
@~1»~-» ¢.¢

SM I9Q_ OLL

N_TO|&#39;92ilO TEX

A

-J v muaea

4� -

~9»&#39;3»0 PW?-

Aia/1°

| mi

.   1. ._= _H&#39;:.., V�  .. __

. %�3§§f:;H%§§Hé»¢-.;%;"�__%_ &#39;."_�,� |- F  . &#39;--Irmaum rm:    I: w . . E
i§@�§.%¢w&���§§��§3§%%Jn .,..,W�.  ._-W.     _

�n I _ J, -7- ..

L=.,T Gflvy iE/ - _r _ �
_ _.~92w._»�_f"&#39;T�_----I=92�.-5._.__ �92  ..P&#39;.

;_ Njv 9 39 ~ 5§�"*l??>&#39;E§r$-
Ur |�.92�rIES-f-I ,-�H  1 Am r-"&#39;1 ~J I , I ; .;

V
¢

- , -V 1Hl;"FT;RNOO� ~-+ "t_ *
CAS3, _-¢ � A �J Fad �Ui-SA OKLAH@.&#39;-.&#39;§r�;_ __$ c�

. __ . .. . . � 1 &#39;- . �Z-&#39;Y.""� I�-�4:&#39;.j.L"&#39;.1~.�7c&#39;I�..;;~,. If &#39;-ff q,--_ . -  Q . g K . "9 wk
1%. "5; -*6�-*..*&#39;*�l 1- 1 m"; &#39;3--I&#39;.�.--.:&#39;.  - --=31-�»&#39;J-T-.�ii&#39;r»"»&#39;:f:;;�:.*::".:;�&#39;.¢.&#39;"._-&#39;--� »m  , . �  . � .1 ;__,&#39;.&#39;___  _| � 1

ELEGRA &#39; &#39;  .i £**
, _  :.g=.¢»;,.1.-f;-.=,»_~._i-.  N�. .
-f&#39; � �J? " &#39;1  ---.1; �- .- "WE Nnsnrmmnaz

-92 K &#39;n&#39;c�-4&#39; T &#39;.
Nlauv Cuu: Lrrrrn &#39;-_-M-�-7� .1:: F": . _  ~ ..1!?� 0 I. _ .

_S&#39;34   . ,�.92" �:"�&#39;-"_� j:_&#39; WLT-Iii� H-.z�."-.31-.&#39;**i�~  "1 &#39; "~*" �*
.»:»=~_»-.,1.>:§1;,,. * 1 - *

92 _3~ ._-RICA K ..
* @;Y�2»tA¢uaaW;¢~?w

° Wm Pin ¢.|- &#39;�

v -.; 1 &#39;  -",1.-:60 23

x,»

&#39; -.
:~.i&#39;.:J C H L1,.�/i;&#39;_I_ LEFT Q _ . 92§.�

"&#39;7&#39;.

�..

-  I2:-:.éZQ.£3l&#39;5_&#39;7Y53 .
,0?  h92C.§ U�; &#39;1 ""

-...
1�. *5, :!&#39;~|" -.,_- - Y9292: �,7 ,.,

"D . I 1 ._ _ ._
TL�; 2&#39; &#39;_ -92".�- -I . , ._ . - _ ,

,_ _-3,--�--5., -,,_. ,92_ ,1� ._. .J /�;/ <4...
� . . .- -7 .< -~.-.... .&#39;3 &#39;19� " &#39;   "1 = &#39; 1. &#39; " L;  r �92_ " -&#39; .-.~= = Z

* 92 _, A �L =.  . ...�92 J ~1-.-92.. ._.. . . . xi 92 , ~ ,.92  ---.__-_-.. .__.._- . -- :.. Nb ~ -   = -- _
: 92- -92 5,3! 9292 _< __ 92_� . 1?}  M F,

, -. - r .  � .
�-92 -_ 92&#39; . .-�
�92 .5"-.... _ /" . - 92

xi ,._ . ,/..___

llv 1�

"�&#39; ~,....-�

V _.--;1i-U�-� . ?-.&#39;.&#39;§.[* -  *&#39; I .1-~ I� 4" �ii if _b__ -iv. �__ _ .~ , _ 1- 92 I _ � V .. 1, �_. _ , &#39;&#39; _ - ii 1 ��g-*5ip.1=~-9&#39;3-.-W fr :"&#39;»_&#39;*,_1 &#39;-?-�-..1 ". _.� &#39;"� ~_ 1 7 ~� ~ _ M F _ r nr __ H___ _ i_  7-� .



5.�-
~-;_
"0 -.

3

3 -iii
I.-

-� �Vi._ ,
..-_�
.7 JED �
11&#39;--: I
J�:
.1 &#39;

".
&#39;..-1 =

T!"

&#39;**.
..-.;,
4" �

-92_-_-:- .
11-
. E�,  

.;."
?

-?&#39;-&#39;§£-,.;.&#39; �
~.-s
- &#39;3�

~.

~

_f

*1=�»�-5
:* .
"&#39;1. 7.61

g-Iii!
--QC�.
"iii:

.1. &#39;

II . -Q�
r.=<-,~1.

;.;

1

.j¢__. .
-¬-1 P;
�F W,

s 1?}
~. »-1;-�.~F.. "H:

�:11!
.
J..;._�
_; 1 .
;.*_w

;%s=-xv;
ti?!-
, _ I�  &#39;.

» fr: �I

":3 .

-*5

é

..

..

»
s-

.- ll

.3�.
é

92
92| �

z_;.
-&#39;r�_-
q
.
-�L

=4.
2:

. .-

#2

s -.

� .

Y

~

1
.-1

I
-

�oID&#39;II*V]CIfJL!I|92f92J �W
_.?i__._i__%__..-.1
&#39;..&#39;TC 1. B�,

L� IA I

ULILIILO

win� ~¢92B~|. 92.l.�|&#39;|&#39;
vr 1"� 4 , - .

.::hut::n|l�:d:.:::*.::|�: �uh is-tn: $5�? K Q; E _ Q �- -  F ha � &#39; -
,  _..? F |_
*"� 7 � §_.i,,  1  i 4 :2 7-H1», ,5_ -.1 4;�. 5 4-M If W�.;_�__..&#39;92 i" &#39; {Q _  .. 31- -   _ " �_._ Q,-..&#39; . ,�ii__-&#39;--� .  -_3  - i�  &#39;

-xd the followi &#39; 192�[£�J�S�gu, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to"  " -- ._ �- - 1.
&#39; � � " . 4

-»

§s1mrn;¢: -*

�Z

v1j921-_92»�-1r: --1}-92 92&#39;3 _fr�,"�.T_ .*J_�.-_&#39;4>l...- _l92�* 92.:- J1.�-

:EFERE&#39;~.�*ECE rwz.

._,.,.-....__ .-A
A_ .&#39;a92_.j3_:;¢.E....1

92&#39;DIAl�§ A5

- "-#1»L . : -�- . 3- I -
._ &#39; 5--,  �Q-,¢__:.?,?92 - -,*�1_;,.�-2. "�  &#39;;  � " �+ f _ �_ <

  é. �P � 1� hwy�: �,1-2 92
92. ."-¢»-�-~.q.55.&#39; ; _"~- ;  .5   -P � 9,�  _�;.�,�__é!.=:§--J2�:-rgf.. f  jg 1 �

. &#39; � �F   -em.� .3» 11-?» :
� , _ ~ : .._;4_-i&#39;?=c.=... � ""&#39; - .
6.. , _&#39; .�_; �

&#39;,,,w$"- - J. .&#39;-.  I-
r " ~�. »92 _- _,|.- : ,- _;  ,.  1»- 92 ,_ �Q  � =  �.�.;~ �.1   .92;&#39;-. .�gr q &#39;; in &#39;*� v_ i� �  1   l�:A{-i".,�_ii&#39;~�- _,�T§&#39;.�_i,1&#39;=&#39;;�i- �-T� - " - &#39;1v"&#39;,_;92.E|;R.92r»§��=~=*    ~ ~

�r-+�---- » 5 � ¢  95� *5. 1  &#39;."~?~7"" - -

L. .

. . 1- .1, . ,..,. . A .
4 . 1 11?� - ./ 1� -- 3 Rlcnvnu I Nun:-an __ i _



:
5.; �
,,�u,&#39;

ts?
If-5&#39;-?

.-�-&#39;
.?1 l
W,

:5-51
er�
.. 1.-...,» 1
. &#39;:_» J
.-I�?
it ~=
&#39;;,� _-
�Ur-

�ak
.2» E� ~&#39;=.|5

T

i�é .
if-�ii =_-
 K:
.

.. P �

.*,_ &#39;__

*1}-fa

_.
-u

.92_-

_ 2-;
;i

-§I
.

aw�.
or
�~;
�ti

e
._:&#39;

1

is
- -.;.5 . �

its
..,. _

.,, _ _
. 92-3 -�

�. -4.1 .

;Q§
&#39;Z�,&#39;.-:?7&#39;-
32%
no

-;
.. "�:_~_

1}"?!
�s _
:~-;§&#39; .-
,_+.
§;_..
- .
r�-_, .

..&#39; 44
:..-A
&#39;2-%§Ti wi-
&#39;-;  &#39;1
*ti
JP�
�:51.�
---�ii i

fi. new
-.5�-�5�-5
-_ 4&#39;1�
&#39;. ff

�.7--ts-
.. _
� 4-. ¢,_. �.3?-92&#39;

1.: A
Fri-&#39;m E

Est
L� .-�£1 .

?<I$f¥*
@3111
-.-_+-_ ,
-{F-..� .

j_=*.=s,g=
:&#39;i�E�."

.o_
� ..

1

It- <

Fig? J &#39;92&#39; 92 u
 &#39; . �OHN EDGAR HQOVEF? 92 1*�

F.

8

DIRECTOR -I »&#39; j- .

.-� �#1�.-----&#39; -Kw11- 5- �rlmrirnmt of jljustirr I/I
�liurmu of Zfzturstiguti�ii?  5} I __

71Uzrshinghm,g&#39;;.Q1. 1-1 5;, �g" :&#39; K ~/3-&#39;|" Z .1;
-ovembe -}igggL�_92-<f&#39; t"-

. � 1:

1. ; &#39; . &#39; � &#39; »___ � 1, . &#39; ..&#39; &#39;- -&#39; ��-- � .
- .. &_ _  ;

.I,H_92-

/  _92. :.&#39;.i:.-:.:>t<_-writ: 3-�OF. est "IF" I .,"  - � � *  �o~*�""- &#39; Z&#39;.£3-./ 1-1-_ , _ _ ��- g_I. _�_. 92 _ fl.
. : _ :_92 I�; �. 1
3% ~ - »Q¢L- -�-�»-~-�-.--~-~ ---1._ W.» 20,1, - i- _ -_ , , __ _ _

f=m N _ E� $1" - aW.p*;§iH_i_#� _
* A review of Bureau Fil 2-5053, pertaining to the murder §*
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� � �&#39;" �between January 24, and February 6, 1925, and his body found in the F

"� Osage Country in the State of Oklahoma, same being an Itdien allot- -
ment and under the exclusive jurisdiction or the United 5tetas_

Government, reflects that:

At the conclusion of the §uresu&#39;s investigation in this __
�atter, subjects W. Kl-Hale and Ioh��Ramsey were jointly indicted

- for tnis offense, in-the Western District Oklahoma, at Guthrie
- during the January term of 1926; subject Ramsay being charged wit; 1
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_ing the course of the investigation in chief, tee &#39;Bureau was celled upon to investigate the truth or falsity of some� 5
ten defense witnesses who were subsequently charged with perjury, _
two of whom were convicted end sentenced in the Federal Court. _

&#39; "1

Another izvestigetion was made relative to the activitia;
of one I. C. Hale, helf�brother of subject Hale, who subsequently
res charged with contempt of court in that he, I. C. Hale, attempted
to bribe e prospective juror. He was found guilty and sentenced tg
serve e period of sixty days. " _ &#39;

1,,

�_Further, ena.JohuXbuke was investigated by the Bureau
and was thereafter charged with intimidating e Government witness,e
end upon e plea of guilty was sentenced to serve e period of thirty
days in the Osage County Ieil st Pewhuske, Oklahoma.
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� -  RACTER OF CASE:
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Y usage Indian-
? ___e_.h_e_eW_" _ _ __ F

CHA ;f;Te. .~f§**"*@f**�

1 Murder of Henry Roan,
_ - r92 "&#39;

I

� SYNOPEJS or FACT$;

"i b; S*.;b&#39;ie=&&#39;t convicted by� Jury in the Jé &#39; &#39; � "  �av V �

-;»F?-P&#39;.*= I _ , aw uskg,_§Qyenbar_
1 * ._ P3; 1959-, who racemmended life �1&#39;:upriso:1:r1ent. Subject
.._N sentenced at Pewhuska on November 21, 1939, by Judge

_L Franklin 5. Kennamer presiiing, to serve a life sen-
-92 tense in  Federal P231 tentiary at Leavenworth.
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i 32188; » - " _  &#39; &#39; I�

l_ .1.! . -
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Q, .._ _ r _.. < _ � .&#39; �-92 &#39; �:I ,w._ < Hr

5% H� .RsFza§gcE=- Repdff @r�spe¢1e1&#39;Agéet&#39;:eh3 R. 51:; ;
. "I � wklahamc vlty, November 1, 1929.
.5 92
1 _ »-_ - At Pewhueka,

O1: 1 ah -31.11: -

J Agent was aselgncd jLintl* "1

United Stetae Att@::ey~fcr tze Harthern _ . - -. * ~ yfbuafu
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 92-P  921r"¬¢�92v92.-9292�-r +92. .....-_ .._.v v&#39;~.4.c=..uu-I-1:. uuu

, ¢ ea, Oneanoma and terminated
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November 22,.._J,f7.?,?.9A. »� .

{

K 1

W t

.. it .9 U
_ 4 " .-.

Director, . -L _ -

- Bureau of Investigation, 9 g
Department of Justice, �
Washington, D.C. 5

- _. ~-
Deer Sir: &#39;Re: .TO1�IN RAMSEY, Murder of _  y.; &#39;K . Henry Pio_e:1_,__Qeag_e I§1d*i*e:I1_   L e �-._

92 . .

I em submitting herewith report of Special.&#39; 5 c

1929, in the eteve entitlei case, in which it is set _ ;,i Q -
forth that Sebject was convicted end.sentenced to life¢tJ �N; i ; J
imprisonment. I have not recorded for etetisticel pure _ e
poses this conviction and sentence for the reason that
this trial was the result of a reversal of the foster

conviction, at which time it is_presumed the Bureeu re� _
corded the proper statistical data. _ ,
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�r -=~
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C. Ii. Bzraniman,
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LEELEORANDUBE FOR TILL� DIRECTOR-

Lttachad hereto 1| a copy of a trite-up of the Osage
Indian Murder eases, Ihich is being aunt today, air mail,
lp081al dolivory, to Hr. Zimmor in accordance Iith his
�quilt.

I-

In tho same mail, there is being aent to Mr. Zimmer
tho music nnd words for the Indian chant Ihioh is to ha
used in connoction with the Snjynnmio case, which has
previougly boon furnished Hr. Zimmer-

Raspeottully,

H. HQ �1.5%
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HURDER ON INDIAI RESERVAIION

Tho Osage Endian countny lies in the Usage hills, Bituated

in the northeastern port of Oklahoma, a"boIutifnl rolling country

covere� with tall, green limeEt0nc grass, and considered the finest

cattle grazing country in tha world.

The Osage In�iam Reservation, 92-Inj_ch it identical witl�. Osage

Counny, Oklahoma, consist; of a million and a half scram of Indian

allotted land, is the largest county in the State, b�ing larger in

area than the entire State of 1�=<=.l-awara. It is bounded on the

west by the Arkansas Rnver, and reaches from Tulsa, Cxlahoma,

south to Ponca City on the north, a distance of approx imatrly

miles. It is also sixty miles in vricitf. at its widest point.

aouth~

on the

E iv:

To

give an additional idea of its immonsity, it contains over sixteen

hundred public schools.
� .

. This reservation was acquired M; the Cherokee Treaty from

the Cherokee Inf�-inns July 9, 1-�£66.

!" . 7 J-w --4 92 - |-&#39;- L � 92 . . &#39;1¢..F:- C*.�1lI] -_92 S�;-_:92L £3�: vi. 1.- &#39;1 J �E�, " �u&#39;.&#39;i, ,; _� � �

"&#39;* J. , EHV £1  Fl I� I 4&#39; I Y _¢ 1
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villagea in the county are Fairfax, Grqrhoree, Hominy, Iynona,

Pershing, Skiatookjnd Ielagonqf. � 2 .! -x�

The  Indian Agae.q,_&#39;Iith hoadqeartern at&#39;?ae!man,
tuperintenda the affairs of the Osage Indians, and attend: to the

disbursing of amounts due then. The agency ie in tum under the

Geuileioner of Indian lffaire, handling the lffairi of all Indian

tribes under the protection of the United States Government, thia

Cmuissiun being under tine  euporvieion oi� the §Qpa.d&#39;t1n2!_l1:- oi

the Interior.

By an enactment in 1.907, 2,2.&#39;.�9 head rights for duly enrolled

members of the Osage tribe were c:-eater.�-. This number of heed rights:

remains etationary, although the actual number of the tribe mg�

inc -ease or decrease, and tarious Osage Indiana dz-an revenue from or

I� 92

are allotted tracts of land �based upon their head rights. The original

allotment to each Osage Indian consisted of 160 acres as a homestead,

which was supplemented subsequently by various other land grants until

___m L--A _ �a_*ma eA__t_a_A _§ L__n-_;__i_1. /rw _
uni;-xi uunu I taunt» L-Unn.L|:u-nu U1 &L_§J_§!I�DX.1.m.HL::_L:.7 Dffy� BCTEE,

To give an idea of the wealth of the Osage Indiana in former

e�- &#39;

times� as compared� with the large aaounte of money received by then

after oil was It:-uck on the reservation, the following net per capita

payment to each Osage Indian entitled to receive income from the common

fund is set out:



____-..

Le -
4"� &#39;

�*4

%&#39;»eK.$
h

Bet Pep Qe�ita Di�triyution

it :22: * 42-as  W
~ ,_ - . 92 per year

1910 � � 250.00 A per year

1915 221.31 per year

1930 3,990.00 per year
1921  the year of

the firat

murder! 8,6!G=DQ oer veer
19?? {the year of {V &#39; i�

four mw�ere! 12,100.30 per year

To give an additional idea of the enormous Ibelth of the

Osage tribe at this period of tile, this tribe, consisting of

approximately 2,033 Indiana who enjoyed heed right: since the discovery

0� oil on ah= rcservatinn :ntil J<ne EJ, IQP1, Icrr jai� l hotel �nt

revenue of $24i,546,289.S2, in addition to various other expenditures

made in their behalf.

The tribal officers of the Osage Indians are elected every

two gee:-0, and consist of a Chief and Assistant Chief, and of e Tribal

Council of eight.

Certificates of competency were iesued to Indians deemed to

be able to handle their own financial affairs, the recipients being

permitted to dispose of theirheed right: and allotted land holdings

as they saw fite

The number of actual pro�ueing 011 I011! on the reservation

-I &#39;7&#39; rr
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Distribution of the funds to the Osage Indians differed

somewhat from that of other tribes in that e common pool was nede

of  earnings derived from the territory which no divided among

all the Indians of the tribe entitled to allotment rights, which at

no time during the lest decade has totaled more than two thousand.

To illustrate the profligaqy of the majority of these

Indians, they owed at the end of the fiscal year 1921 $691,003 to

various individuals .

It was no uncommon thing from 1920 to 1925 for the grocery

bills of numerous Osage Indians to run from $533 to $1,000 per month.

Stomp dances are still in�ulgei in several times a year kg

the tribe, st Ihich time members of other Indian tribes are invited

to attend as guests, and gifts are erchonged between the various

tribes and individuals. These stomp dances are the occasion for all

night and all do feasts, during which the members of the Oss;e tribe

as well as visiting tribes, clad in picturesque costumes, dance in a

circular formation to the rythmic beet of the ton�tom. Under the

stimulating influence of the dance, which begins in s more or lees

orderly fashion, the dancers loqn sex more enthusiastic and "paw the

groud like c bunch of wild steers�, after which they will retire for

further feasting, during part of which pro�essi0nel "=

will amuse the areemble� audience. Tnis �ance iv nerticipetr* i

onl; by tat young an? enttufisftit nether; 3? 3E¢ trih», i~t aisc.

tm- elem� mu 1.1" �F-C*1";E�;L  ti&#39;1- tr�l er, �F-&#39;."-O, i1e:"r_ejJ:, ".1 2".1�.92¢-:*L:"._
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recollection b3 participating in these native dances.

In-rings Q full-blood Oaago Indium, when numbor ;_�I1lt.it.ut.e

betvgin  nd one-third ofjhc ii0tI1I_;�_pbor on QM" tribal
i� ; "&#39;  I _&#39;
.� _ | . 92_ � t.

1-011:, are nun iciuniua according to z».1~1h=1"&#39;¢92mo-Q.

Osage Count; and the nurrounding torritorj contains very

wild strotchea of country, thickly wooded with timber unshited for

commorcial purposes, but affording excellent concealment in addition to

its almost inaccessible cuqons which served as hide-_-guts for notorious
, IH i .1 r

criminals. &#39;  U �-

At the time of the mu-ders from 1921 to 1923, this country

nae a haven for all hyoes of desperate criminals who flocked there from

all garts of the country due t" the nature 0� tho country itself�

affording mach excellent hiding placcs for wanted criminals. This

criminal clement to a largo extent no attracted by the enoz-nous

wealth of tho Osage Indiana.

Bandits and robbers aboundcd. The notorious ll Spencer gang

of bank robbers used this country for their hide-out This particular

robber was at one tine approached kg &#39;5. K. Hale, who attmaptcd un-

auccieafully to �litre him to 1!;»:-dot Indian;-&#39;
- y

Dick Gfagg, a  of the 51 Spanctr gang, and his father,

John Grqg, testified against Hale at his larder  to the effect

that Hale triad unsuccess�ully to hire Al Spencer, at well as both of

the Greggs, to murder certain Indians.

&#39;Curly&#39; Johnson, another notorious ban� bandit, res QLF1

active in iii: country, an? was at on" timi apzrolche� Q" 2 neonev of

so O19
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tiliiam Bale at Hale&#39;s instigation, for th purpose of hiring JOhJSN

to murder certain Indians. Johnson nee later killed unier nsterious

circumstances, an the rumor ran coin that h ha been killed at the

instigation of Halo, in feared tht he night talks ;
_ R�_ .

Another eetorioue character eho ehared honors eith != !=

Hale as boss of the c ininal element of Osage County was Henry

Grammar, notorious bad man who ha� complete control of the Osage

liquor traffic, and who was reputed to keep certain woods surrounding

his land lighted up by means of a privately owned pone: plant,_Ibere

he Iorked a gang of criminals IhO had fled from all over the United

States day and night in mking illicit liquor.

Gremmer died in an automobile accident prior to thc inv�Pti~

gation of the murder cases, and at the time of hie death had on his

person $i5,QQQ in cash, Be is supposed to have been nurdered by e

notorious bandit who was with him at the time of the accident, but

no investigation was ever made by local authorities an hie death was

considereo a good riddance. There was a gapping wound under his left

arm pit.

A bandit who was serving time in the Oklahoma State Peniten-

tiary, recalled wile being interviewed by A Special Lgat of the United

States Bureau of Investigation that during the period of te murders

he lttondod a gathering of thirty-two nationlllf known bunk bandits

ani train robbers in s group of wooés in the Osage country, where the;

were in hidin: as fugitives from justice, eni during their sojourn

they often engage? in nistol practice, still in the use 0� pistola being

ma?!
Oz. 1 l !
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1-i=:=¢1~=w1;&#39; a0co:.2-ur; L Q»:-ir profazaian at this um. ~

&#39; Prior to the 08110 Indian tribe  mums»!; nnlttq

our   oréo�  the hind:-§c921on, H.111» K.
¢ .,� .

Hale,  as �B1115� Ealeemd sometime: dubbed �King cf� the Osage�,

drlfwd into this t-arri�wr-3 from Texan, an mmducat�, new er lea:

uncouth em? pfmciar W cattle t-him�, but porsarzed of 1 ¢&#39;-mairzeering

p1»:&#39;:r»:&#39;nnl1tgr.

- Ha �nally succl-Bdad in eqntf�lll�f 45,330 mix of �lac:

Qtnge grazing� lam� by means of lemma, and ncqulrezf 5,071 nan:

out;-i.;;ht.. Emzmtually he be-came vs millimnirz, whc -;&#39;onLnnu»>r&#39; local

-*~li�§c- &#39;-".92 t-awn: 1! ¢:92:uL nm. l&#39;.»¢- ".ru.&#39;1irh»� �or P-*:;&#39; 0" t.�.- :1"-;<

cr2.::e=: n-mu; In-are Lair� at his do-or.

ilit method of building u_:~ �are!� =:n:.� prutige 1»-&#39;»:= to put.

various inrii� mat: undar ahlliation �n him b; awn: 0- gi�ii or

favor» shown t� them. Co:~.u~_uant1,y, he had u t.reneud:.-ue f&#39;n1lrJ"ing;

1:: the Ticinit! coap-used not only of the ri1�!�n-1�! elemaz-,2. which had

ariftezi Ln, bu: of many ;&#39;oo* mm aubebmti-:1 citizens,

Tn-a various char:-ctera concomod in this story wan» the

follovingt g�-f4� t

- Irzmm  "mm was ms, mu: -am mam tin mtrd�ft

lanaugst�y 5&#39;5 you  92&#39;all&#39;.¢2�nar of 2-&#39;8-d�ll Mature, black

;~.:=.ir, :..1»~nin; gray, brwvv. +<5&#39;¢.~r, é,;=:-c1-:>.:~ec1r2n&#39; "L-".1:--, nw-t. -.rezs-er,

r.*-.&#39;.921;.- co:-.1-� -x >11, P-,0 .»Aft�u-ctr; a af..l§.92.L:&#39;;&#39; r.1r 1-"1, 5,. ~.,;1»-,-g-= ~»;- ~

I?".:{L A-u�., z.-1-�-w-*-21 ilk»-"r., *. n-.-~�:- &#39; ~é  ~ -

U "4 , ""1 , 3 *&#39; #- T1�-"-~1"£&#39;92 "J ,

Q01 Q 9»
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in the middle of hi? immense holdings.

JOHH RAH5E!, bootlagger, fifty year old typical rough

�fpt western crlninal, who pad served a penitentiary tern for

rustling cattlo, farmer member of the notorious Benr7&#39;Graner gang,

actual murderer of William E. Smith, Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire,

and Henry Roan.

ERNZST BURKHART,�bquaw many in his early "thirties, nephew

of F. K. Hale, completely dominated qy Hale, a weak*willed individual

who did hi5 uncle&#39;s bidding, married to Hollie Burkhart, full�b1ood

Gsage Indian, daughter of Lizzie Q, wealthy in her own right. A very

friendl; person, who seemingly thought he he� done no wrong in

participating in the crimes he admitted. implicated in �hc murder of

Henry Roan ané of the I. E. Smith family. He was the first to confess

the true state of affairs, giving Special Agents of this Bureau their

first real leed in the case implicating Hale and Ramsey.

KELSEY H3RRISOR,"aquaw many 35 years old, a neat appearing

man of very bed reputation, married to a full~blood Osage Indian woman

name� Katharine Cole. Admitted murder of Anne Brown, with help of

Bryan Burkhert at instigation of E. K. Hale.

B3188 E�RKHART, a �quaw man,"younger brother of Ernest

Burkhart, who turned State&#39;s evidence in the State courts.

DYTEI SELP�,�squaw man? former husband of Cecilia ii he rt,

full-blood »5n;e ncnan, vie was hire� uy T. I. Hale t r1i"�

9% "Y
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In�ian, but who lost his nerve and later confessed.

LIZZIE Q, ll! known en Lizzie Kile, full-bleed Oaali

Indine betraan 76;!» §0 1eare_¢f age, innqnmiif §oulth? in hnr own
 at  Ifknii Bu:-khart.  ,  qr Eeiaut Burkhert,�
and Rita Smith, rife of W. E. �B111� Smith. This In�ian IUIED and

her three daughters tare all immensely wealthy, each being the owner

of Osage head rights, and receiving rqyaltiea from 011 and gas wells.

The Governmat�tha0:y in the ingestigatian of the mu;der
&#39; . 92 �Q &#39;, . . r

. - *� < 1
I nnfnzri �I1: naniwnn 1&#39;-E&#39;1&#39;Iv92::-I:&#39;P. �R111-&#39;-_-92-:.r.92v92&#39;P_ &#39;l".3&#39;|nI an auuuu ll-.w h.�-Pym-§921I&#39;l&#39; .;.pAo-Hun-aw -H-=1 .X-92I»Il-l4- IF. Iva-on-v

husband of Emilie Burkhart, and planned to do away with Lizzie Q and

her remaining two daughters, and finally Burkhart&#39;; own aife, so thet

Burxhzrt Iuula � to the h;ad rights of all feur, Burkhart

being under the doaination of Hale, who weuld, if necaasany, eventually

have killed Bufkhart, and as a result,acqu1red the wealth of these four

F
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�at prior in tka laraatigéatlal or tho Baa; Indian Nu:-�ap Can

by tha Uaita� Stataa Bureau of Investigation, two vlcman Oaaga Indiana

died udar uuapicioua cireumatanoal, and tha entire Oaaga Intan Tribe,

_a_4a._ _.�a____ _n LL_L I___92a;_ _.-__ a_.__.__ _4.___a_1_-_� _�� " �I citizens 01 taut locuuty, ware terror atrxcxanII �U11 I

and in faar or thair lives. This made the taak of thin B92m=~au&#39;a Agent:

an-1&#39;a:na1y difficult haoauaa La!-abiding citiiana actually feared to con-

tataa with than relativa to the recaat killings.

I!UHD&#39;:�-H OP L"¢&#39;HA BENN-

Lnna Brown, divorcad daafhtar of Lizzie Q, Ina murdarsd on Lay

22, 1981, throa nilal from lha torn of Fairfax, on the puatura land: of

�K

I. I. Halo, in tha bottom of a amll ravina. Bureau Agents found from inna-

tigation that aha Ina mrdarod by Kalil! I-iorriaon and Bryan Bu:-.�<hart, mo

.t held her after am
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Eenr; Eon: woe e picturesque full-flood Ssage Indian, six

foot tall, and fine looking epeeiwen . He were his heir in plaits down

his bsek, end one on inveterate drunknzd who stayed away from his home

for reeks at e time. William K. Hole, about s year prior to the murder

n? Pant! hg� tab-an nu�? n -1r nun �J4-4�-- I-"$92QIl&#39; -..--- -u-vi» v-- 1;. uu nu-�H.

4

Reu"ey made rriende wit: Roan by means of Roan�: fondness for whiskey,

end tDOL him out several times, ostensibly to furnish bio whiskey, but in

reality to mnrder bin. Upon each occasion, Ramsey lost his nerve, but

finally persuaded Roan on one of these trips to drive to the bd�t�n of e

B��yon out of eight of tne road, and proceeded to shoot Roan through
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In�.ia1-. 2&3 &#39;ra.s �bi: be "It-1.mp¢r" off�,  Yillisim K. Hale, on the $t:~e=0t:

of� Fai1"f�e=;:, O�~:lF3:or.2a. Herarf Roan �{8} the only one -of" the five ,ue1"~_=o1&#39;;s

prove� to have been mur�ere� at the instigation of F. 3. Hal�, one was

killed on restricted Indian lend, therehy giving the United Stetci

jurisdiction over the crime. Bean&#39;s mrdered bo�y was found upon the

restricted homestad allotment of Rose Little Star, whose Indian name

was TOm~?ah-PB.

Wm? -.-, -_.-----w-.J -., --._-9--1 -,.,~-_--»- E I I &#39;Ymauve� ur hlhblkl 1. blpb blli�;

his rife, RITA SMITH, Osage Indian;
NETTIF BROOKSHIRE, their white servant.

williem E, &#39;Bi1l&#39; Smith eteted openly thet he believed E, K=

Hale had killed Henry Roan and Anna Brown, and would not hesitate to

kill the lest of Lizzie Q&#39;s children. In addition to this fact,

William E. Smith and F. K. Hale had had en argument about $6,333 which

Smith claimed Hale owed him. On the night of March 10, 1923, the house

of William E. Smith was blown up, having a five�gallon can of nitroe

glycerin exploded under it, blowing the house to atoms and killing

Rite Smith and Nettie Brookshire instantaneously, while mangling the

boiy of Eilliam E. Smith horribly. He lived a few hours and stated

his belief that Hale had had him killed.
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is the witness saw biz; in Ripley on the date Been Wes murdered. Z it  &#39; 
, �  dtness stated that he recalled seeing the cowboy on this date and .

. - . introduced in substantiation of his statement, a cnlendsr sheet on  _

.; &#39; ..hich was marked the date that Roan was murdered, and the date he f._ -
_ � lahned be saw the cowboy �n Ripley. Upon cross examination this 1?; Y"

.5.
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Inter-rmi .&#39;-.i&#39;iimi 3-uraqi,

�hzehington, D, c,

&#39;1
- ear Hr. Hoyert

in camectian eith the �ma Glail of Charla: Tinker, an

-.,a age Indian, lee ,1 caunsei representing -ling! Indie-.ne in in-ruse

ta; meters have H-Ikld that ee erite you a letter giving oartain in-
to ngti-�>3 P6151110 to Qnge mineral rigate, the disposal of leaeee

at le�l. division or receipte therefrom, 60., inalmiing the an -unt
of &#39;b0I392ls mans; received for leaeee from the year 1934 to the yer:

1938, inclusive. -the foilveilg ie eubmitte�l

-1:» ail,  @031 lid other mimrtle un|1M&#39;l;{1r92g aha Bangs

itaeerwti ..n were reserved to the &#39;Jla.£;e tribe in cow.-;<-It than pretrial an

will ado far ellotting the ewfrme of their luuiet W Provisions

cc-ntainea in section 3 of the act ofJune R, 1906 �4 .~;�l�Ie L. 539-

543!, for e period of twenty-�ve yearn from and e�er lpril Bth,
1:106; and the leaning and developmnt or the mineral riplte eere to

be wxampiiehed through the Smge tribal council with the mpsraval of

the �secretary of the interur under suah rules and regulatlml u he

might prescribe. The prorieicae of eeid mt affecting the mineral
estate were amended by the eat of Congress, u�?-1�-.1105 March 3, 1981

H1 Itats. L. 1249! and the period oi� reservation at the min rile
for the benefit of the Oeagi tribe was extended until April �P, 1948,
eith e cont1:1mti=sn of the authority in the Secretery of the Interior

ta approve 105!!! end preeeribe necessary regulatiane to gave:-n rainaml
Inning eat ivities. A he-ther extenelen of the reeervetion or the
minerai rights fer the enamel benefit of the tribe, with g matinee-

tion a!� authority thereunder in the ii-ecretuy 01&#39; tie Interior, for

leaning, until April O, 1968, was effected by the ed! cf lamb 3, 19$
�5 tt.-rte. L. 14781. the Let mmtimed act provides &#39; *" em the
r-q,--1; tie! mi bonuses Brieing t;. srefmm ehal - belong to axe Jez-.ge
tribe of irdiuns -.-A am- be dieburaed to members of the <!e<-H-e trite
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that tha n:atr..>c; oi léasingf for oil :1 -M $35 mining purpoaas on the "
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United $%etee.5uroau of Investigation, i _

l8,&#39;1932. directing thet.thie office obtain fro Agent J. H. E�r£¢r¢ *~
and forward, any interesting details and sidelights for radio bound o
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fJll"b1QOd Cozge Indian, Foirfax, Uklehome, was found
un iealeioi canyon about four miles northeast of Feir~ �

fax, Cklehorz, at o point there there was no passing, or roads leading
near the scoge of murder. The bo�y of Anna Lrown was also discovered 3

-i.&#39;< -by hunters. &#39; _ _ " &#39;&#39;� . �~ . . . - . _
&#39; &#39; , &#39;. .- -1&#39; &#39; - , &#39; -..&#39; &#39; �r &#39;

ANNA EFOY5,
- murdered, in

&#39; &#39; &#39;92 . . - �__

oi}; . CHARLLS BHITLEORH, full-blood, Osage Indian, Pawhuaka, OklAh0mn,.Ias_ X/<2 ;. .3, . _ . __
" found puroored, shot through the heed, on Dial Hill, about two miles ¢

l --- north of P�wh�uk�, Q?� homo, Fwy 15, 1921, apparently having been 1�; i
_ spot for the purgose of murdering him to ottain?# &#39;

the rights and privil fee of his oil royalties.� his body was fovna bf " &#39;
an oil driller, who re;0rtc� the motto? to the authorities. *

.L

&#39; lured to tris ieoloie*
C.

>3-§;£~ Prior to the Government�; entrance into thin cese, private-deteotive l ; ,
>915e§* "- agencies had made extensive investigotiooe, with no reunite, other , " -

>1 - &#39;1gont5 to approach inforzznts, inclucing citizens £n¢ Indians, in an
,2 endeavor to ootzin evidcn;o wit: reference to the orders of the ahovq
~ namei. &#39;

1"�

£//

Vice~?residznt Tu; to -1: senior Fezutor from tae B;stri:u of J:&#39;. e,Di�r -_ { culled to tLo elzeztioo -. Q. Edger �oozer, ;_rmctor, United ;._1eo-f
- L!� F Bureau of Inzestisotioo, the murdering of the aho o nomad Osage Indians -

for s�ch moroers, which investigation was mode anion initia
hgont�Lurgar was furnished to Er. Hoover.

the motive

. _ report by

Other GGY

wczl� yroporly secure an epprooch to informants, in an eff:-Y

to obtain tree iEfQTLiT1OD with reference to the actual murder or

ere of th� uhqye named, with rcsuit thnt the evidence obtained P
- -&#39; . that-:

&#39;tE?X�!&#39;.E as

h. F. &#39;EI1L;uulC hai conspired with SFVQSJ E3EE?¢FT, his92


 uJ�unge with John Poneey, after getting him undo: the .~
33
34 &#39;
35

56

[&#39;9
if �.

S8

59

so�

::�_! J -� I
?3H*@ FwAccordingly arrangements were made for Henry Rout v-~_1_."

or his aotcnotile, to take e drink of whisky, and whi. " ,1
porently BJ§3�VOTiH§ to leave tho front seat of his out - -�

Renee; aha: Lé�n in the b%¢klD£?tha�h¢%d~Hith e .£5 Cc1t_,h,g_ _ 1f

A!

92 11�� f�*&#39;*11"*" than to Confuse informants and make it almost imocosihle for Government ;&#39;g%?§.

&#39; --i-P at unich um, or. Hoover directed S;;eciafAg=*nt - or the  /_
- Kansas Citv office to make &§tBn5iV6 inveeti§§fiono w rererezce to , �bx P,-

4&#39; &#39;  
o~nnent Agents of the United Jtotea Euroou of Investigation L

:4»

,>_� -
1 &#39;.
-r .

H-J �
wu
a~

. �g;

e-LI -

%&#39;P 1*"

&#39;92. &#39;

5
i�- .�

tr
A.

�-1

*-e

�,, -,s�-*1
. _-,5 :-.
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&#39;-, 4-: :""&#39;1
s, &#39;.�T-

2:

13�:

1
ff-

.¢-.--
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?�"-&#39;

&#39;1
n

" were than oiopetchci t? Pi:ector Hoover to the scenes of the crinee, , I ,

i uor,for him, Borkhert and Ramsey to lure Henry F &#39; j
c yon to inooige in drinking e gallon juv of rh� U� 9!�?, - , �oat

. _ _ Fog� * * �§g§
i- hart, gni rzmsey, near this isolated spot. On ran Y w- " -- »1 go

murder, John Tumeey invited Roan out oi� hie c=@r,to A�  """&#39; """""""�&#39;,;?�*&#39;
.  _ _

-.

1

-.

� these Agent: being asoigned under-cower, using different pretoxts, such &#39; 5 §""
ea insuronco agents, Indian doctors, cattle tuyegs, a�d ouch othtr ;re- &#39; N

1 �I "�
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him by Ernest gufihart, the said pistol heving been obtained from
3- R. Bill}H&Ie, with the understanding that Ramsey eonld shoot
Roan with this pistol. Hale, in carrying out his promise to Ramsey,
did arrange and buy Romney, who use a poor man, e Ford automobile at

Ponce City, ohlehons, end gnve Ramsey $5QD=DQ in cnsh, shich see,
later admitted in signed stntments by both Ramsey and Eur;hnrt.�T%i
canyon, property slloted to n full-blood Osage Indian, never hnvgrg
been trenst rrod, gave the Government jurisdiction in the murder orHenry Poeni?Phle and Ramsey were tried Jointly for the murder of
John Roan, nd each was convicted in Oklahoma City, Oklsho n. An
appeal was taken by each defendant end the case reversed; the case
ees sgein tried at Psshuske, Oklahoma, severance being granted to
each defendant, each defendant Ins tried separately by a jury, end
Hale end Ramsey each sue convicted and sentenced to serve life im-

prisonment in the United Gtstee Tenitantiery, Yesvenworth, Vnnsas,
whore they are nos confined.

Ernest Burkhsrt, turned s ste&#39;s evidence, end was used as s Government
witness in the prosecution of both Hole and Ramsey. Burkhart later
entered e plea of guilty in State Court et Pnwhuske, Oklahoma, and
use eegtenced to life imprisonment in the Oklahoma Skate Penitentiary /2 " �
st no Alester, Oklahoma, where he is now confined.

fl�:

A confession ens obtained frat KELSEY MOPRIHJE by Agents of the 92 � i
United States Bureau of Investigation In which he, Morrison, admitted t a �
enticing Anna Brown to an isolated canyon, where a pistol, ostensibly &#39; .

sccidentsl] was discharged shooting Anne Brown in the beci or the heed, ,vL:t f%_
instantaneously killing her. Later, refuting his etnteront, Tcrrison [ l ,*�
use tried in State Court at Eertleaville, Ckiahoms, end Ins convicted J "
by a jury in Oklahoma State Court end sentenced to serve life in the

Oklahoma State Penitentiary. �,,n
1 C -

The investigation in the murder of Anne Brown developed that t. r. siii!tsffi
Hale and Kelsey Morrison had both been intimate with Anne Brown, and /�_
st the time of Anne Brown&#39;s death, she was pregnant and had openly stst- ,
ed that I. K. Hale Isa the tether of her expected child, which caused ,
Hole to conspire with Kelsey Harrison end his nephew, Brynn Burkhnrt, I
to get AHHB Brown under the influence of liquor and lure her to this fr ~"
canyon snd shoot her, in order to avoid Hale disgrace nn� embarrassment.

?urth~r, in the nurdcring of Anna Lrovn, who was n sister of Wrnest Pur%- �
hrr*&#39;s I ?e, the t 2%-r� � 1� j ? I: , whiP&#39; �L 1.1L lint ah: ¢,QoQ..
a ,ear, souls go to the estate of Yrreet Eurkhart&#39;s rife upon inns Brown&#39;s

death. , /Q%j:! 92
ILg1t 92 Hr._ r
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