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&#39;Mr; J. Edgar Hoover, Director,
i Bureau of investigation,

- Degartment of Justice, gg;;Qn;1 :VCQp:;ien;ial! J * i
Jashington, D. G, &#39; &#39; -1=�»»- �� »; "i �

é

F.

Dear Sir; &#39; &#39; I -H

In R6: W. K. {Bill} Hale, John Ramsey,
- Ernest G. Burkhart � OsQge

i-i,iI1&#39;§<i_i~�P~n P-Wr�ezs-W i W 1

|a

w

inV I am herewith enclosing to you phOt0gr&phs and
descriptions of the above individuals, which were takgn by é
Sheriff Ha-I&#39;ve  F2-eas, of ossge County, Glclahoma,

These are the first phOtOgraph5 taken of tnese
parties by the officers, and are handed to you for your per»
sonal information.

U

I will have otners passed to you for the records
of the files there. . &#39; &#39;

_ __-pi-sir-Ix
I�

. _ .92s- -» �
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A. All he ever said to me was "One by one they are going."

Q&#39;-
,_,,.s..

�Ii. no H3-7.6 e�¢,&1 H� Pa"? 9 1 E " " �M
E

.r~ &#39;*§ "92Q. Now, to be sure your statement is clear, Jett, syron surkhart
and Anne Brown came to your place in Ralston about eight �

~ o&#39;clock in the evening.

A. Yes, on Hey 21st, my birthday. - f Q
f"And they told you they were going to meet Kelsio Morrison at

the end of the bridge? � &#39;

Yes, and they did because they went to Kstherine&#39;Cole&#39;s
house and left Katherine Cole there end tool-; Anna and went

_t0 the creek.

A.

All you know is what they told you?
,1-E50 � 1 � �J-AV?�

Wes Anna&#39;Brown killed at the place where they told you
She was killed? �

Yes, she was found two days afterwards there. I thirst; tE;o,;&#39;
found her on.the 23rd&#39;ro 24th. 1 remember it Essie, because
it was on my birthday, the Blst.

�ow have you any reason in this Brown murder case or any
motive or purpose in telling this story, except to advise
the officials of the truth. of the matter?

Nothing in the world - the some as I would have done e few

years ago, but I was afraid of the consequences to e man if
he volunteered this information.

You would have been afreio if you told ell you knew you would
have been bumged off like the others? &#39;

Yes, and I would too. l&#39;iracken&#39;s been after me for two or

three years, �out 1 never did tell him. l was afraid of this

court house on the hill."

You were afraid the State authorities would not give you
the proper protection?
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D0 yum slam f� 1 that it is a matter of yaur putting

V yo� self right before th� peaple by telling the truth?
&._ x 3 the anly mmtiva Z hava- I feel I awe thai ta *

th� natinn and tribe and peQ§le like yau wha is interesxsi.
I am skeptiaal, y@H.khnw, 1 havBn&#39;t ant caniiiensa in every

~ an� and all ih�se �taiam�n�s ~ taka Th8»T&¬OrdB mf.a1; thosa

thar people, and grettg n�arlg every bit sf tha� t��timnny
. wnurrobarated in the �at.

statameni fits in.

until I valunzesrei.
&- .

A.

That is true, your
1 6.irln�&: lmaw that

Q. As a matter cf fact, it fits in witn the

Burkhart and Sohn Ramsey.

Yes,.y&u know I na� really washed my hap�s a£_i§ igmjenvar,
am thai; is why 1 stayed tiara. 1 tslsi J::§~;11 E §¬%§s�ned my hamis
of it� an� if gau bad ��� been asssaiatgé §n zhs aaa,$ I
wuldn�t have @one this, an� you Knnw I wou1dn�t �e nothing

» an}; what is right. Hers isths anly propsitian: it lo@ks
ba� tn é wour� or §ury whan a man like me know$ �his and

didn�% came out, but gnu knnw canditimns bars and the gewer
Kale ha�~ I wnu1§n�t have been hare to tell this star; if

Hal-2 had mmml that. _

ccafassions mi Ernast

A.

N

On marsh 3%§ 1926, Katt K. Tilliams ma�a request in wri as fol1»w@

1 cial Agents cf this Bureau fur PTQi@GtiQ��p$iQr in tezii **�u §3&nsi
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.arrai@m~sn.t at Bah and Ramsay an Apr-11 L2, 1925»,
1;; the matriat {hurt :21� Qaage -Grmnty an marge at
murder at �if?-. E. $33.11} �nith. Dafendanga plea, at not

V guilty, tlaiia Q1� trial sat tar iiiavy 24, 1925, Saveramze
granted by District Judge. Hot ion by Gaunasl re~
prasantlng Bwkharvt, Hale and Ramsay, filsé. to d1a�
qtlalify Sheriff sncl Dselxutiam Results bf� interview
with Jack Prise. Verbal statamem�: by Jim .&#39;E~a1lew
¢:¢nr:.em1ng Jenn Ramsey. 3&#39;t&"l18m8n�t by net. 11. Ricilsazin,

Agent, In£i1&nL Agency, wncemlng Malian elletrmnt
leased by Jahn Ramsay. agents antes. mm: I1$TI£I1.v
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anta attsmays inaistezi. that the de£~sn¢s1;t,. arm is ta be triad rirsi
and. Jndga Wortnn ant April 34th as date of bearing at which time it
�nitely iecidei. at this hqsriug Judge vwm-1-gm agreeri to allow the
away until may l�th b�inre naming whisk� �efamiant would be trim: ruin.

31 .

limbs

621 ipril 1%-iri, E. Burkbart, anci Eala and "Ramsey, thrnugh their
tomeya, Grinstaad, Eaatt, Fmziltan 1% G1-ms; Fresling and Haward, ami J. 35¢

1§pr1z;g_er; filed mgr: Lou in ma matrict mar�; 0: image Ccmnty, asking far an
�;&#39;b:r&n:r remxaving Shaz-it: Harve l�. Rraaa ami all his aeyutiaa fmm participating in

famants, and that the Gnu:-t appnizzt wma auitahle parson ta mt in tbs glaca
ataad of the Sheriff in the drawing sf the j�ury amt tha service at the

étvikéht drawing Bf the Jury ar from smzrmning or subpaanaing jurm-s ta try these

92  I.
$2 pimzzcna er subpoanaa for and jury. ajpril 24th -was diam mawfor heaving ax
:3 311

232
,l�4
23935. <=a§ti<>nmii. same, wavering atatament made by Iiiak Graggvnwitén. special.

is mansion. _ ;

Eetarence is bad. to reps:-1: at Agent F. S. �mith -:iE1�&&#39;ad.. July 1?, E

922Qtt.enti<:n tn details M statement abnwn in this report �cm page $-
.27

rv$a_~__

&#39;21

1.

}
lgmsu-m.§_2¢r.w">1.1ma..§§§g..2R.;.@f§Lx@£s§§£*§1m-. »
A Q

D �_.-Task Erica, new warking at the Qverlami & Wi&#39;13.ys Garage, Fairfax,
E�klahtmia. ms intsrviewed ami statec�: that he was in the BD31�31¬:§� c� W�. E, {Eill}
E�:

34.111
33.2:

ith in 1922, an $mith*.a. ranch near Graybarse, Oklahoma, Ami that same time
Ifsvamhar, 1923,a:: he recalls thrsa man Gama ta Smith�; place about 3 E�. M.
an auwmohile, either & Stat: ar a Hudsnn zmeedsiar with rad. whavaisz that

B�hay came into the hause and talked with Emith in tm-2 inyarsst of g-�£22�¢h-3311113�
¬-�* mith*s_ ram. Hr. T.Pr&#39;ice datailsd. in every partisulalgl�a. m.~.<:m:~anoas�a*: thia
"3 �aaugé� and gave a =�20m§l8$§§ éssaript hm of the three-. reams at *§;§,i�s mee�¢5.ng,
j3§rh§?� in every paTrticul.;ar fittaé tha d�smriptizan ;>:£?&#39;{,<§§.::1: Gregg, if�am. Gregg and
45.5? Clingan» 1&1�, }�~�ri<>a was than sonirtantscl with. Ilisk Gregg and Jbhn Gregg,

� -Hand stated; that the �ws maa in every way resembled �mi: cf tile mar: §I-�BEBZH at
&#39;4 Ina mseating at &1i.$h&#39;a ranch in Iisvembar, 1922, an� that while it had 1-ac;
ilpgrroximately since aush meeting that in his beat juigcnent, 331:3: Gregg and

-_4§&#39;¢;>hn Gér�gg were tm af the men present tbera. kit". Ewirza minutsly described
4S»es Clmgan, avein to the cloths: and wlor ax? them that ha wore. Bcvth Juhn
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Ballet "an of $100.00; that he  Ballet!! granted this favor to Ramsey; that -&#39; 3
oontinn on Ramsey assisted Ballew in building a garage and making other
�improve ts on the ranch: that sometime around. the middle of January, 1925, soy

1J&#39;d.isaj_ipe d from the ranch for a few days, and returned with a new Ford roadst &#39;
izcarz the he {B-allew] became auspicious uni questioned Ramsey as towhere he go
%h.e car, andf�amssy stated to him that he purchased the car new and paid. cash "&#39;

&#39; or it: that following this Ramsey spent s very little of his time at the ranch, .ilairningjzo be sic}: and not feeling well enough to be able to work; that Ramsey "
ulcl return to the ranch at late hours of the night and appeared rather restless &#39;

L

� nd worried: that sometime arotmd. the latter part of January or early part of
lehrusry, 19213, Ramsey came to him {Bellow} and told. him that he  Ramsey! expected �:1
" have s hank roll soon and wanted to rent Balletrts ranch; that Ballew told. 5

_  Ramsey! that he did not want to rent his ranch, but Vsugested that Ramsey see
irk Ballew and rent his place; that Ramsey then left anrf&#39;&idfnot draw wages
us him ortake his belongings with him; that two orlthree months later, the exact

time he does not recall, Ballew next met Ramsey when Ramsey and his daughter

me things �chat&#39;he left there; Ramsey on being questionecl by Bellow as to where *
; had been and where he we then living, stated that he was down near Fairfax ¥
.., n a ranch, which e got thru Bill Hale or that Bill Hale had helped. him get;
; hat it was so 1:126 in the season when he got this ranch, that
 e coule plant was reed stuff, but he expected. to raise e good

the only thing. ._
crop of that. y

I
r

;]§.tat.s1ien.t. .mad.e. by  11- Biebeesixo 15$-"Q11.1Lr II92.t9ITi¢I�__33@1f»§1lT!I§Et-v_l11�51¬Q.§E._�i¢.@ l
- 1 0 ho3

3; Mr. �iiichessin stated. to Agent Smith that on a date, which he had
Bétorgotten; subjects John Ramsey and Bill Hale came to his office in Fairfax,
�staking inquiry concerning a certain portion of restricted Indian land, which

§J§amsey desired to lease, this property being; situated as follows:

. -- Lots 3 and 4,-and Northwest 1/4 of E�
H ~ Section 1, Township 24, Range 4�; East!

lir. Richessin states that he assigned. Agent Henderson, who . V
4§pp1-sisesl this property, and that later, as he recalls, Lir. Scott Mathias, who
5&#39;4 grss then trustee for the deceased owner of this property, came to his office
Aén company with John Ramsey, and a lease was oonsumated in favor of John Ramsey
4¢&#39;or the above property, same being allotment %r*162. Mr. Richessin referreci -
4§hes6 agents to the Interior Department at Pswhuska, Oklahoma, for conwlete ;

I

4/�.W

4§&#39;ecord pertaining to this lease. - 1

1

. . K. Hale at al. Page s F. s. Smith It/26/.25.?
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91:1 the s of $475.00, same being paid. by C-ssb.ier�s check #5442, �drawn on tug� *
��rst E anal Bank of Fairfax, Okla. .

.1 .- A .

12� I �nu. /I A _ t
14

1&#39;5 From unauthentic sources information has been obtained to the *
3-Street thst after the arrest and incarseration of subjects Hale and John Ramsey V
3~3harged. with the murder of Henry Roan, that Lira. John Ramsey paid rentals on F
{Q-�Incision land leases to the Indian Agency at Pawhuska, which were held by John
I ggmey, by e Cashier&#39;s check drawn on ttw First National Bank of Fairfax, and
£4 is Cashier&#39;s check was from funds of W. K. {Bill} Hole. It is very apparent ~
�z��t the records of the Osage Indian Agency at Pa§1vhuske&#39;s�&#39;U.""t&#39;Tieir branch office _§-
f23t Fairfax, under supervision of&#39;Mr. Bichessin, do not agree, and a thorough �
zihvestigntion will be made in the interest of determining if the property in
-3 uestion was leased for John Ramsey by W. K.  B111! Hale, in award for h"__  _  ~
5 articipation in the murders of Henry Roan and others. , . " . J: �
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who, with their brothers,_were employed by and under the

d,-dominanee of HALE, who by one meene and another had acquired

sufficient wealth to become known as "the King of the Osage".

Be had in his employ from time to time a number of reckless

characters many of whom were either ex-convicts or fugitives

from justice and&#39;were known killere for"e-priee. There are

.0, and marked as l, 2, 5, and 4, respectively,

att . . -

two photographs of HALE, his ranch house at Greyhorse, Okl;-

and one of the entrances to his pastures, tne last giving a

fair idea of the nature of the country, and incidentally, the

full faced view of HALE having the accidental background of

prison bars.

LIZZIE Q, otherwise known as LIZ;I; Kle�, was an Csage

squaw, who, in l92O already was old and in bad health.� Her own 92

estate approximated $200,000. She had three daughters, Anna, r
X

Hollie and Rita. Anna was a disselute cneracter and notorious <

~
in the Osage, with a preference for white men, with severol er

whom from time to time she had had affairs, and at least one of

whOm, Odie BROWN, she married. in 1920 her estate approximated
1

$100,000. Rita meriiee one »w.   "BILL"! same a white mar, with 92
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_ ANNA BROWN was found in a ravine just off the Pawhuska - Fairf

. Road and not far from the road which leads from Greyhorse. Photo-
groph #5 shows the Greyhorse road at the heed of the ravine wnere

the body was found. Photograph #6 shows a general view of the

found. Photograph #6 is an old picture 0§_§E§A BROWN.

. ravine, and photograph #7 the exact spot in wnich tne body was

The hunters

who found the body went at once to Fairfax and notified F. S.
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4: A.

. Did Byron Burkhert have anything to do with the
killing or Anna Brown? e

L. Yes, he held her up. -

" Q. mo you fired. the shot�, am you? "
Jo YES sir. �

Q.

A. It was a ravine, rocky, trees around it and very little &#39;
» water.

What kind. or a place was �it where Anne Brown was killed, &#39;
with reference to e canyon or ravine?

About bow far is that from Feirtar?
About three miles from Fairfax. &#39; &#39; -&#39;..-..-.--

Q. Is there a spring in this canyon? &#39;
A. Yes sir.

Q. �About how tar from the head of the ce�yen use
killed?

About �F5 yards.

Anna Brown

. 3,.

Q. Do you lm.-.w how Anna 3:-own came to be there?
A. Yes. Byron Burkhert and I took her there.

Q. Was anyone else with you?
A. Yes, Katherine Harrison.

� Q. She was your wife then?
An  Biro
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Q.
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Q.

Byron helped. to take her out. f�
&#39; _ 7 FY.

What was her condition with reference to "being drunk? . .
She ma drunk. &#39; � - -

When you took her out of the ca:-,_~nh.a�c did you cm Wi�l;b__hB2�? S
Took her down in the ravine. 9

About bow far from the car? .

About 40 steps. �
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1

After Anne Brown was killed,
to B111 Hale? e .

Yea sir.

fhe same night?
Yes sir- 5
Where was he then? t
He was out to the ranch heuse. e

4

You mean his ranch muse? _

YES Biro PI

When did he play you this one thousand ciollaxs?
About thirty days after it happened. P

How did he pay it? E
lie paid it in siging miss at the Osage Bani: at Fairfa;=..

&#39; 92 �

Yeu mean he signed the mates with you�? &#39;
Yea s 1r - ft

» Z

Did he afterwards pay the notes? �

Yes sir.

New Kelsie, with reference to the killing of Bill Smith

and his family, say whether or not Pale ever talked to
you about killing� Smith? �

:1»; am. 3
3;
i

More than once?

Yea sir. F

About how many times�? ,
I could not say, any number or times. ,

Die he suggeat that he would pay you well fer it?
1&#39;65 Sire

Ever give you any figure�?
Ho sir.
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JIII16 5, 1925.

Mr. J.� Edger Hoover, Director,
Bu:-ea-n of Investiget-ion; ,2 3 t
Department of Justice, L ; &#39;� Y�.
{&#39;1&#39; _ -¢ rt
eeshington, 11.0. L, 2_ r� 92

&#39; i v

Deer Sir: . Z§li50l*1&#39;_P+I;_o_o& _CQIIF_Il1Eli1�lAL .

1 have just this minute received. your personal end.  2
oonfigientiel letter in reference to my advising you as to the l
status of the Osage Indian Mwcler cases, es� requested in your s -

telegrenz oi� June lete , Pl

Will state in this oonnec-tion,thet I em very sorry I,
indeed if I caused you any embarrassment by delaying the trans- F
mission of this information to you end it was fer from my inten-
tion to anbarress you in any way in this or any other cese which

I em handling.

Tire principal reason why I did not telegraph you
from Eawhuska was that in my hurried departure from O1§.].e.hozu:=&#39;1 Glty
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released twenty five thousand bond. This action caused by
not having Kelsey Morrison as a witness who confessed his

pert this Killing end implicated Bryan Burxnart. No notion

taken in State Courts in Roan case and we are ready trial
in Federal Courts this case at any time. Since our success

obtaining Federal jurisdiction Roan case and success trial

of Ernest Burkhart killing Bill Smith in State Courts and
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in he case of Henry Roan. I discussed this matter with Roy st. Lewis
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attorney see him with reference to testifying. If Ernest hurhhert ie.
convicted, which I look for in the case he is now on trial for,for his
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