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Bepartment of Justice

Bureau of Inwestigation
P. Q. Box 125,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,

. March 31, 1926,

Kr. J., Edgar Hoover, Director,

Bureaun of Investigation, AP:? :

Department of Justice, 2 192 ! _

Washington, D, C. E
, vy

e

Dear Sir: - PERSQNAL & CONPIDEWZIAL. /iy 1y,

With referemce t0 your personzl end confidentiz’ _at*,'.:--
of the.24th instant, in snswer to my telegram of the same dste .m
reference to the agents assigned to the 0sagd Indiin cases, will say
that I have at present espocially assigned to this case Agents Jjobn
3. Zurger, J. A. Street, and Frank 3, Smith, and have assistizng
xent J. V. Murphy of this office, as well as Informant
Special Agent F. M. Hickey, whom you mentlon in your let-
ter, is especially assigned fo this office, but 1s sssisting 5Special
Agent H. H. Stroud on the bond frsud cases st Tulsa, which involve a
number of lawyers and bondsmen there, i :

As I have advised you, I would lixke to Keep Specliy

Agents Sur o t, and Smith on these vszuge Indian ca&ses., -L§ 0
Informantw I will arrange to dispense witn nis servisas
after the preliminary hearing of Ernest Burkhart g5 nOW sghed-
uzled for trial April 1lst &t Pawhusika, Oklshoma. &s 1 have
often told yeu. h& dingly valuable man J he 258

He hasg been lam-~ . in Oklahors and was
, 8nd xnows the crooks in Ox<lahoma better tacn any
ow of, During the recent preliminary hezring at o
Pawhuska of W. ¥. Hala and Johun Ramsey, the information thzt ha
supplisd me with served to avold a xilling thnere of either some of
us agents oI, ther person conrected witn the trial of Hale zrnd
Ramsay, for pointed out a gun-man that they nad thers by
the name of Cady. Before tnis man could put into exscution any of
his "dirty" work, he left. the city of Pawhuska, as ne was given to
undorstand that it would be healthier for nim some other place. L
on't authoritatively wxnow, of course, that this man 044y was lnere

to xi11 some of us agents or sane other in the case, but that was f

O‘AI;l information, and I am endeavoring to taim 21l precautions to

avoid anything 131 is. Tnls was my reason for asking for the
assistance of 2t the Burkhart nearing.
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You will find Cady's name mentioned irn the file con

lackie Thompson, where he is described as one of the members of the

3 ang and well mown as a baunk robber of Oxlshoms, :
particular value in this case has been 2ll along placing

us ir a position to get the information we did:; alsoy he will be

g

valusble in the trial of the cases in assisting to selez: the jurors, q_,\

) T’!’g. 10

e

for, if he don't Know himself as to who will make 2 good jJuror, ne &/}E

krows someons rellable to refer us to that does. I find that this

is very necessary information in the statg of .Oklahoma, for there are
80 many that are unrelisble that you can't tell buf'wnat you are
getting into the camp of the orocks in going to parties for infor=-

-t

mation. I know that yowr appropriation is very -meh taxed and, o

gourse, I am doin thing I can to relieve it and I will diz=-
pense with ﬁervices after April lst. However, I think
I could use urther to an advantage,

In further reference %c Special abent P. ¥. Hickey,
will say that I can bs able, I think, in the next ten days to relleve.
this Agent and will have him returned to his headguarters, Zensas Sity,
ard will sdvise you,

I fesl that tnere is no doubt dut that Zroest Burkasrs
will be bound over without boxmd at his preliminary hearing szt <or
ApPril 1st, 4&s a matter of fact, I have heard that 21e is going to
waive & hsaring and subzit to being held without bond. ALrrangements
‘are being broughtabout that I think will be successful in using
Burkhart as a witness at the trial of Hale and Ramsey. He really is
willing and wants to testify, but, of cowss, it 1% a difficult task
to bring himself about so that he can do it, especlally when Hale's
lawyers and Hele ars working upon him. Things, however, are chancing
rapidly since Hals &and Ramsey have bsen held without bond axng 3u - ~art,
so0 I understand, is geoing to get him ancther lawyer and has mads over-
tures to the crosecution, However, vefore any zdvances zre t¢ be made
to him by the prosscution, he will have to get down in writing and
have a definite understamding. I think this will be brought sbout
8001,

In reference to the witness Matry 7illisms, will state
that, as I have advised you telegrapniecally,’ this man left Denver,
Cglorado, wharg he was placed with his sister by Agent surger and
w te report to the Denver office, and appeared up &t Pawhusia. is (
t juét wny he made this move, [ have not yet been advised. Wnile '
i

Fop b
nts ovar 1-'ha ’fm'\e-n‘hh-nn +r\ay Et&vvu. trnat

cmwpnni = FL omr grd CLOTIE 4

+h rthao e
JIACETION Wisn tAs «n-E,c:luu

tHpy didn't like to discuss it over pnona and would =dvise me pap- L
sonally some time soon, znd I will pass the information om T0 FGu.
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3 tify at the final trizl in the State Courts 'and in Federal Court.

24 I have nover had an opportunity te talk o him, On account of =iz

25 valueé as. & witness, I had two Agents, agent Jurger and street, . .-

26 company him out of Pawmisks, and they reported~to me“yesterday that

27 they were in Guthrie with him, all of which is antirely satisfactary
YRL to him,-

iz

30 It is iwpossible to try to wrlta you concerning £l1 of

R the details in connection with this case and [ &n desirous, at a=n

J2 early opportunity, to see you and g0 over the ntter witk you per-

32 sonelly. I believe thut this is about the best tTime that I huve had

34 in order to get to Go this, for up witil the time thet Hale and Jumsey
25 ware bound over by the Distriet Judgme at their nabesas corpus nezring,
36 th.ey have kept us very dbusy endsavoring io Xespy them in jail, Then,

f?’- . I not only want to discuss tae Osage case with you, tut I huve tre

e - " Bxle Fife case in such shzpe that I tnink that we ars alle to start

33 pro secution, for, in my opinion, we heve enmough informaticon at ths

=L present time to get a conviction in this case; also, there are & number
&l of other cases of & liks natur-e that I would like to go over with you.
42 Since we nave started and made a success with the Osage Indian cise,

<] the informetion is coming in thick sué fast in refersnce to ths. Ina-
44 ian frauds.

45

16 Respectfully,

4"

48 " ’ ——

49 . ; ,
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51 T8V, Zpecifl Akent in lnharge.
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This man, they 8ll tell me, will maks & splendid wijipess in, not only
toe Roan case, but the Smith case, and is perfectly willing to tes-
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3 > Bepartment ot Justice - | -
3 Burpmu uf Investigation ,.-2,: e
; . ‘ grawie S
£ P. 0. Box 1535, M : -~
9 , Oklshoma Gity, Oklzhoms, '
b N\ L. 'h ‘|
TR ,
19 ipril 3, 1926, (0 : —,
1 - - '
14\7 ; f o T
16 |
i ¥ ’ ‘Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director, , v
':ﬁ?’""' Bureau of Investigation,
Y - Department of Justice, Percomal - Confidentiel, o
2 l S' ?’aéhingtol‘l [ D . c. ' ) R “_‘ ll b 5
22 - : Cone '
23 Dear 3ir: ' s L
24 in Re: W. K. (Bill) Hale, John Ramssy, o
25 . Ernest G. Burkhart - Osage T
26 ‘ ' ‘ Indian Murders, .
27
7 R I am herewith enclosing to you photograrhs end )
‘297 descriptions of the above individuals, which were taken by i
30 , Sneriff Harve ., Freas, of Osage County, Oklahoms, i
31
32 These sre tne first photograpks taken of thaese
32 parties by the officers, and &ré¢ hinded %o you for youar per-
34 sonal infprmation,
25 .
36 I w11l have otners passed to you for the records ;
LA ATV of the files there. - e
‘B ‘ SRR T
39 _ Respectfully, T .
': o : T PR
iz, 7 S— .
: Z/ ‘*’/fﬂ/ﬁ‘" L A
44 T37:8. Specidl ig In Charge. -
415 2, Encl's, v !
46 &
17 { b RAU=ORTY™™ & TIHE TS
48 Sl 0T , e
49 Oy - = TS RS S
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9 L+ S 973 . . April 10, 1826 T iy
Ll 4K _quqgatomm . ’ ’ "
"€I2.;—:f— & L0 Xr. T. B. Tbiis, ’ . M ' ! T
13 L omde Os Box 1535, : : " ;
14 lahems City, Oils. ;
1.1 s s
if‘, APR 1 2:1923 v
§8 .o F0 T aw i
re Lo g ,‘ -.:':‘."L odeto . f,"
.' ¥ Ty - t: T B “‘
521?"' : .-'- T e ‘3"-~4.;-.‘*}h4-"’ };‘)‘
5y - Desr Sirt L
23 . ~ '
23 Raferring to your report dated April 8, 1536, on tae
25 8dove subjecta, pleass ba advised that sn examiz:tics
26 ef the records of cur Idemtificatiom Diviclcm 4lsclosss .
2 3 the following iaformatioms ' ’ ' £
'S Ri i : oy - J
;295;-‘ A Subject as William K. Bale, #1197, po additiosal inforz E
§3'£} _ ation or dats other.thsn that containes cn priant %1197, "
1 ' recelved from Sheriff's Offlce, Parauszs, Okxla., darch ‘
o]
3; Sullect as John sumsey, $1198, po additional infurnation
‘35 Or uaik otaer .her that oontalusd on print $11956, re-
26 o seived Larch 25, 1926, from Jheriff's Ofilce, Pawhuske, y
LA -t N x,
T Gt ' . - I
,;fg‘ dublact 89 Ermest G. Murkhart, $1199, me sddltinnsl informe F o
2 aticn or data other than that gontalned on print 1100, o
b recalved Raroch 25, 1928, frem Shariff's Office, Pawausks, o
- ;2 Okl -Bomy.
¢ Very truly gyoure,
Y
"' Direator., o
[
H x'-.;
1 i:ff."
L
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"I am att ﬁ;ing hereto o copy of o telagrem mg.
Selved by me from A ient in Charge 133 ‘e ot Oxlahoms City
relative 1o RO,V%/

TR

:
Xherrill, Pereonsily, I ao ot bellgye "
w8 Bhould tale ’ Bteps towargg Tremoving Sharr11y from
the Leevensonty “enttentiary, rave reCelvad rp word
£rom the apnnta 4 eharce of the }enicentiary Invesripye
$hes mg Leuvenworty FOGUCSting th ey BTy speciny COxrel Jarp.
*1mn be given go Sherrill, o B sucEsstivy 14 tzat e ’
8hould npt Leko 4y aters towards ,1g tr.nerur,
Veury truly Jours, ;
Al \ ;T'
' b
Dimctor. 4
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grHis case oricNaTED AT (k1 akioms Clty, Oklz,. M
7REPORT MADE AY: i DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHITH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: ‘ §~
g Guthrie gfox1a, a/3/26 3/21 to 4/2/26 Fe S, Smith P i
i U o CHARACTER OF CASE: ' l .
<1 - : _ ‘
112 Us 5. 35 Y. XK. Hale and Johm Remsey. 4 Murcéer of Osage Indians, 1 - i
13 s Anna Brown, ot al. 4 - |F
34
L
15 - (0. C. File £70-1)
lévnoPsis o FACTS: i
h] 3
<7 JOINT REPCRT OF ALL AGZUTE On D9IE ASCIGIEIT.
Qe ) &
jﬁ' We K. Hale and John Ramsey bound over March 17, 1526, without f
21 3¢  bond to awalt trial “in District Cowrt of Usege Comumty for mrder ;.
22 of o E. Smith. On Narch 27, 1926, in habeas corpus maring b
2% in District Court of Osage County, 7. ¥. Hzle and Joln Ramsey
24 wore denied bail. Defendsnt Ramsey repudiasted the trath of i
25 © statements previously made by him to Dept. of Justice Agents. .y
26 On 4pril-1, 1928, Ernest Burkhart, charged by Staié of Oklahoma o
27 joixntly with Hgle and Ramsey wiih murder of /. E. Smith, at N
T preliminary hearing was held without bail. Matt W. 7illiams _ b
29 guestionsd by State Prosecutor, T. J. Leahy, and the resulis g
30 -thersof. Request made by Matt ¥. Williams for protection prior 3
31 to testifying against 7. X. Bale, et al. Various leads, :
32 furnished by interasted citizens of Usage Sowmnty, now being
32 © followed up. CONTINUED.
314 :
5 . :
: ronce ~ Is made tc all previous reports in above entitled maiter, with %
47 - special attention to report of igent Smith dated 3-20-25,° r
38 . .
39 o . ) @ v o E‘
';O ! B ' ) R e i L.._
[sDETAILS AT PAVHUSKA, OKLA H
W2 :
el In a prelinminary held befdore Osage County Judge Justls at Pawnuszz, cilz., .
4ghichk ended on Mareh 17, 19256, in the matter of State of Oklahoma versus . Ie
4Bale and John Ramsey, charged with the murder cof V. E. Smith, thece delendants were
dBound over without bond for-trial in the District Clourt of Usage Coumly, (klz., *.
4dnd gre in the custody of the Sheriff of Osage County.
48
149 On March 27, 1926, in a habeas corpus hearing before the District Judge
JS 0 DO NOY WRITE IN THESE SPACES
= AFPROVED AND 3 ; P?‘ o ] | RECORDED AND iMDEXED: o
E;Z R ARDED: L/z{_/ - ML?MT . 02 ,} ‘J' = - _;. l _ .
15‘3 CHNGTON F'n-us_-;; T ror ;J( BUREAL TF | lNVEST[GATlOH I cfwy L
Fﬁé"’“‘ﬁ"“; fcom;so REPORT FURNISHED . . ; 1 192(‘: ;
dee Ll PP R S [ * o - - g | i "“"—Mi
e Two o HEBNINEVOIL . i ¢ - ", r ; ! JACKETED: $ t
& l,.' 3 Filas . =& DEPARTMEN?orJusnct . { ] !
)’z '.-M_ ‘;{‘Q‘}‘l‘ '\ ROUTED TO. ; FI‘LE‘ '.a l :
- L3 . ia, L S - ;
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40f Usage County, ot Pewhusks, Okla., ¥. K, Hole ant John Ramsey were denled bhail.
BDef&niiam « 4t this beering was placed on the witness stand, spd ke re-
gpudiamd 1 previous statemsnis mads by hiw to Department of Justice dpernts atl

Guthris Skis. (See dpent F. 5 Smpith's report dated 1-23-286 mvaring s atamen £
' g% Ragse

12 kg District Juwdge of Usage County puslical*y announced that ¥. X. Eile
%ml John Ramaey wilk be trmi £or the mosdery of J. E. Smithn, at Powhusre, ab =5

gis to be defermined lsier during ths wming Moy term of the criminal District
lﬁouﬁ of Osage County.

ad

17

g Co dpril 3, 1936, in g preliminary bhsariug hefore the Justice of the
2681 Pawhusks, Ernest Burkbars, g:hargsd by the State of ORlatwmes with murder

f_‘, anection with the killing of W. E. Bmith, wes found over without bond to

mawgit trial in-the Distriet Sowrt of Gsaga Gountys Chlahong.,.Xo tostimony was
29ffered by tha defense at Ahls hearing.

26 Raference is had to report of Apgent Smith daoted Peb. &0, 1826, saptioned
s above, with speclal gtiention directed to Paps 5, covering statewent wads by
DOReit ¥ Williama.

Fe 5. Smith 4/3/26.

g * _
3'0 cGn March 29, 1926, st Pawhuska, Xdr. T. J. Le&b&, specially exployed to
3gssist the State of Oklaiome in the prosscution of We ¥. Hele, ot al, guestionad
ety T. Fillianms and oMeined oo him the Tollowiwr stataﬂ:ent in susstion and
Jguswer formi

14

35 J3tate of Yottt W. Willisrms made to Ira. T. J. Leshy on

38 ¥areh 29, 1828, st the (klahoms HMotel, Pawhtska, Okla.

PN T

fig” | OPRESSNT: ¥r. 9. J. Leashy

35 Todr. Eatt ¥, Viiliams

%0 Examingt ion by Mr. Leahy:

§1

&2 Q. Your name is iatt Filliams?

43 A« M¥Matt ¥. siilisms.

44

§5 Qe+ 4nd your residence ai the vressnt time s where?

46 &» Pawhuskz, Cxlahoms.

Q".?

48 G+ You bave lived in ond around Gsage County for how many

493 years? L e

50 As 3D yours,

51

52 Q. You formariy lived &t Ralston, Gklshoma? r
52 dx. Yos. {
52 I8

N R 6! You kow Ts Y. Hale? !
‘35 ’ \\L_YBSQ %,
55 T ’

5& &« How lzm ’h:}va ya“ know him?

“3

et

7R 8T, T
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e -



¥. K. Hale et al o Page 3 | Fo S. Smith 4325, - 5’“

Qe 1 didn't think he had been in this county 35 years - '
hought about 25 years, ' ’ * :

Well, I am 48 years old. Yes I have krow him 55,{&31-5. :

. k'l
-

Since you hsve kmown Hale whore has he been livinp
Fairfax, Oxlahoms, . ! %

@+ What hans been his occupation? : ’ ‘k
A. Cattle msn, stock man, farming. )

Q+ Did yeu know ¥, E. Smith?

4. 7Yes, b
@« 4nd his wife, Rita Smith? . T i
A. Yes. ) _ ‘ ;
Qs VWere you woll acquainted with them?
As Yos,.
- . - - l— )
Q. FHow long had you known them before their death® ;
A+ I hzve ¥nown Bill Smith for 30 years, and Rita I have 3
known ever since she was born. She was Lizzle Q's girl, .
¥
Q. Did you lmow anything about the controversy between 7. XK. b
Hale and Bill Smith over money’? -
A Yas
Q.+ Just state what you know about trat matter,
* Hale inrormed me that sald Willlam Smith hag loaned him ,
$6000, and gave him a draft on the Tat Cook Bank, : ¥
Qe That.is in Ralston® >
4+ To, Fairfax. He sdid he tooXk that drsft Irom that bank ' E

and deposited it in the First National Bank of Falrfax. ©ob
Bill Smith gave him a check for 1t.

Q. Bill Smitn?
4. Yes, Tat Cook's records show thatae

Q. When was it he told you that?
A. Let me see - that was — well, I remember the time. I met
him and Louis in the road. .Rale at that tirs was going to -

Pavnee and he guve me (200 and we went down to the Jay &%
Jay Drug Store.

Where is that?
Pdwnes, and he cashed & check for 7. Ko Hale, and Cecil _
gave ma the $200. _ ;

Qoo is Cecil?
&, Cacil Jay.

W el Ty L b R R B i R T g b e A R e ey . B R :
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Hals et 8l { Page 4 S . Be Smith 4eBess. S
Qe Tnut was that 3500 for? ' r
A. Just borrowed. o
W £o on and tell anytbing further you know asbout the - -
coniroversy between Hale and Smith over this .6,000. -
| A« Then B{11l Swmith's wife, Rite ~ Bill Smith Bsd mets¥. K.

Hale s% the Spurrler Gerage, Fairfax, Oxlatoma. 3

. ’ £

]

Qs That {s Spurpesn, isn't 449 '
4.7 Yes, 3122 purgecn. And Smith demanded this 26,000, In )
consideratisn of the same,y W. ¥. Hale had purportsd to sall :
&8 bunzh of cattle in the Oreel Jouwntrcy o Ve E. Smithe 1
L3

%+ Vas thst false or true?
A» That ls right. .

AR S U,

Q. But d1d he sell the cattle to smithe
4+ To, be went down snd showed Rita the cattle. That was Jus
& frame up between Swith and Fale.

Q» 4 frame-up 10 keep Urs. Smith from kmowing ks &sd loaned S
Hsla the 56,0007 e

&, Mo, she kuew it, but thet was supposed to be in paymont.
They went to the Creek Counvry, Hale, Smith and his wife,
and they showsd the squaw thess cattle ik the Crsek Country.
Then after that Hale ocome 10 my room over the PFirst Tat ional
Bsnk e

s

%e Jhmt time of the day or nisht was tihat?
A« Uhres p'clock in the moralng.

’Q» Over the First Jetional Bank in what towm?

&, ZRalston. He celled me out. Sleeping with m3 thet night 3
was Everatt Coodson. He cslled =e out and ssys to me, “iatt, '
I think you mede thoe bast witnsss I ever seen in that Jess
2eith case.®

Qe That is Hele ssid thet to you?
Ay Yes. He sald, *I want you, accompanied by Jolm orris
and Louis Gllar, to go to Favhuska {omorrow moming snd swear
the following: That Bill Smith hsd told gou tuat I paid
him thiz mo ‘e:; in full ia cash gt different tises snd places:
that ha. Fe Ea "m‘i’th, had spent this monsy for whiskey and
on women; ihat is the ounly reavsm. he couldn'y ecimowledow -
the debt :paid in full, bezause it would bust him uo with nis 3
wife, Rita," 4nd he solicited my Ytestivory to swoar to thot, ¢
that he received the monmsp ia full from Ve Yo ilbls, bul the : ’
only ro2sen he couldn't sckowwiedge some was besauss 1t wald f
?e at the exiense of losing his squaws

e e

Yas anyone present whenm he told you that?
Koy ws was oul, Zverett was slesping im the room.

Q. A1l ¥ight, £ one

g 4+ I said, "3111, this 3mith is an uncle of il fgm:er wi, "’ﬁ: and )
e P e R I Tl ’) RS o LT ’"" b LI o
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,./g 7. ¥ Hale st.al - Page 5 5 Fe Se Smith 4-3-22, &
I am just about to get dack again with Doss. Jhile I
. like to accommodate you, but I don't care to have .
4R angthing to do with it for the resson stated. ‘ f
N Q. Rose was your former wife? l N
’ ds Yo, . ’ - ’ i
Q@7 Now, was the case trisd at that time? b
4, 4 continusnce was granted. " Hale had the case put off. !
de Did ne talk to you about it afterwards again?
Ao Tos. b
H
e 7 Q. Tell where ana what he said and when.
4. .Well, he said afterwards, said they practically settled
tho case, beczuse Rita was the only one who was crowding
him and she was blowed up now snd coulén't testify.
s #as that before or after the Smith nome was blown up? :
4, 4fter, sbout ten days sfter. Another tiwe, Bili smith '
come 10 my home at Ralston, previous to this tims, and
said, "If Hale don't settle up with me I am goinz to
Inform on him for the murder o¢ Amna Srown. I t0ld Smitn
at the time, "Bill, you are tsiking a long shot, becsuse
Hale has already asked me about this things; and yonu bettar
move off that Creek over there, beczuse he will get you
there sure. e at that time told mo he was going to
move ifo Tairfax.
“Geo Omith 4aid?
A. Yes,
i,
Q. Tow after that, did you tell ale what Swith said about b
informing on him with reference to the Amna Brown killing? 3
4« Tese
Q. Just state what he said.
Ae I ssid, “Bill was over here and told me he was moing 1o tell
on you, Hale, in connection with the killing of inna Brovno."
46 after this murder that morning they come to his house on the ‘
"4 Gragtwrse Creeir and Informed him of the act beins committed.
¥
. 2. o had dongfthat? . | v ¥
5‘0 4o HKelsis Iorrison and Byron Jurkhart. They went to 311l Smitn's :
o1 house that morning. 4 . y
4 & -
?g »  Go on 2nd tell what you told Bill Hale, : {
‘24 « {1 told Bill Hale, I said, "Bill umith's been over Lere and }
e jmade that assertion, "and I said, "Bill, be is goirg to !
l'-é A inform on you." He sfid, "I will put him awsy, beczuse iz E_
?.. . ht to have been dgne yeoars ago.” He asked me st that
5),' ‘time of some men t would put Zill Smith esway, oné I
-,; told himm Blacicle Thompson may due that for him., Ie szid he
)
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V. .. Hale et al cm Page 6 " F. S. Suith 4-3-20. &
) didr't know whether Blackie wuld do thot or not, :
2d wanted me to get in comdriation snd ask how he S
could get in touch with 41YSpencer,. I told aim 4l )
Spencer czme to se my friend, Ed\Snyder, living on Izin .- .
Street, Pawhuslo, Cklaboma, and probably Bd Sayder eouid
- arrange a meeting between him, V. ¥. Hale &nd 41 i ‘.

Spencer, but if Al wouldn't pull that deal I thought John !

© weRamsey would, 1 think that was sbout three months . ;
‘befors the Smiths was killed. ' !

Q. Yow you say you suggested t¢ him at that tims that meybe |
John Tlamsey would do it? i
Ao Yes. 2
"-);'am_—
8‘ Q.6 What did he sap with reference to,thst? P
21 3 + 'He s2id Ramsey was kind of a shuckle-headed boy and he

22 didn't xnow whetHer he could trust him or not.

Q. Did you see Ed Sayder?

Ao Yeﬁ. . - - - ’ : ‘. .
. Qe There? ,,:
CRe 4+ Down at bis home on lain Street. s -

Q. Did you tell him what i1l Hale wanted?
A, YeSO

Qs Tnat did he szy?
Ls He refused to have anyibing in the worl. to do withn it.

Q. Now Detween tust time ani the tive the Smith nome was:
blown up €14 you have any further talk with Hale about i<
4+ Before the blowing up?

Qs Yos.
4« Before the blowing up, ye3.

Qe Did he talk with you about damsey any more?
4. To, I don't believe he did.

“e fter ths house was blown up did he telx to you about Ramsey? .
4 TYes,.

I

Qs State what he said,
As That wos when he told me, "As £3r gs we &re concerned,
she will never be able to testify any more. She wos really
. the only one ! was afraid of,"
o .
j "hat did he say about Ramsey blowing ths house up?

|

He ssic the deal was pulled off sccording tc shbedule.
Qe Did he say throuch Ramsey?
4+ To, 1 don't believe he did. That was the tiwm I phoned for o
y : CroE et . —f T
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Und be is also & member of the Tribe?

- . T

Page 7 -
Did you have any
time - about the
e

Xo, 1 believe that was the last conversstion I had with Bime

further talk soout 4t at any othsy
blowing up of the 3zith homeé or about

Where was it you had thsat?

Over at Ralston in the middle of the street between the : l
First NYational Bank and that little restaursnt, about five
o'clock one afterncon. I phonmed his wife amd told her to tell
Bill to come to me and he came down to see what I wanted. sut
he al numerous and other times for the last two years had
menticned about killing Bill Zmith, with the anuity that he
way hsve his estate., In the firss place 5ill arranged for me
to Marry Mollie, EZrnie Burkhart's wife. He szid, "You can
marry Zollie and change f£rom ome to the other and finally wind
up with the estate. I had been goimg with tnitie and they
moved a house down there on the creek for iollie and I to get
married ine That is the .first proposition 5ili and I started
oul with in thiz deal.

Matt, have you any motive of any kind in‘tellidg this story
other thaa to Just let the court kumow what you know? i
Yone whatever.

Is there any emmity or 11l-feeling om your part toward 8113
Hale and John Pamsey and Ernest Burkhart?
Hot at all. I never bad a cross work with them in my lifs.

Is there any promise 0f reward hald out to you?
Yone wuatever. I have got mo indictments or Londs cr troutle
of any kiné in the world.

You have no occasion for seeking immunity f£rem prosecution of
any Zind?

Fo, there-is nothing ageinst me. There aint 1o warrsnt m
place in the world for me, and further, 7. K. Hale solicitau
my aid. He told my brother-in-law, Jhomas Uatthews, 1o cou-
to Jjzil to see him, cnd hs made the statement to my brcther-
in-law, Thomas 5. Hatthews, he says, "My God, is Jatt going
to tesiify against me? BSee him and sce what you can do with
him.” He said, Wiy God, I nmever in the werld had nothing to
do with this at all." e says "See !ttt 25 st.n as convenient
and send him to me." Th:t is what Tom toid me dowm in the
street. . -

"Tom atinews is 5 brother of Rose?
A full brother.

{.-a--—’-“"““"“.ﬁ

Fs 5 Smith 4=3=26.

)

LTIy

e

KGSQ . ‘
Well, now, suppose we go to the Anna Brown murder. /hat is
the Information you have on that matier?
well, that is awful stirong.
T TRl T e P Ok RN D e R
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\ ;rr 7. ¥. inle ot al T Page 8 F» Se Suith 4-3-25,

f; Tell the whole thing just as you know it. Tho was in 3t o -
- and all about where you first got your informstiion.
' 3 I think 1% was on the 21st day of Uay. my birthday.

4 A‘ﬁ _ vhat gear? o . ' ‘

;é: - That was in - - ’ :

12 19227 :

-;4 I believe Amma was killed ir 1921, no 1$2., and 3mith in

§ o

1923 - lay 21, 1922, At Ralston, CxlaZoma, about 8 Obloch
in the evening, Byron Purkhart and iAnps 3rown, drizing a
Buick car, zome to Balston, COklahoma, come up to my roon
end purchased two guarts of whiskey, Byron Burkhart psying
for same, $15.00. He told me at that time-hY was going to
- meet Felsie !lorrison st the end of the birdge. I sazid
1 "ihat you going to do, Byron?" He said, "I'm goipg to do
| soxe work for Uncle sillie tonight.”

z"..:‘r" [ aed
& 3 N

o
-

Qs Who was Uncle Billie?

A. Hsle. He said he had made arrangements with Shorty ‘Wheeler,
Fred Jueeler, to bring them sorme more witiskey at the Salt
Creel bridge a“out nine or ten o 'eloek. I let Vheelsr have

, my cary a laxwell roadster. 1Ils got thers just as they was

P xilling Aona Brown, He bsard her scream. - Byron Surkhast

was holding her in his arms, Xelsle Iorrison peating her

over the head with &8 six-shooier from behind. Thcy carried

) her %¢ ths bank of the creek. She still showed 1ife anw trey

stet her in the back of the hesd. After thot ielsie Zorrison

caue to my place ~ my sister lived ocut hore, and e was

living with Bill Stutson's widow - snc tola me "uatt, that

was the mest brutal deal sver I pulled off." After tha Shoriy

wheeler was released or escaped from J&il somehow and pur~

[ ported to g0 to Zmest Burkhsrt's house to receive exnense

money to .get out of the country and has never been seen or

haard of since, ’

Qe Whe %uld you sbvout how they killed Anns Brown?
4. Shorty Wheeler and Felsie Morrisénm both,

Q. You didn't lMnow snything about it until after ths villing

e
.

I T = o
TET

,;' was over?
e A« Tos. ' .z
»Eg- Qe What you ststed here is what they told you”
" - A Yes » {
i Where is Helsie lorrison mow? , . }
- ;In the 3tate Penitentiary doing nine years. l
o ‘ i
3 o -t Wnere is Byrom Burkhart?
= AMFairfax, Ho married Rose LaSarge - mot LaSarge, but Lasley - L&
(R o2 msrried his widow, : o
A N - L. B - TMEN .1y 7 SRS |
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A. A4All he ever sald to me was "Une by one they are going."”

Now, to be sure your statement is clear, .latt, 3yron szarkhart
and snns Browa czme fo your place in Ralston about elght )
o'eclock in the evening.

Yes, on May 21st, my birthday. : : }

#Aind they told you they were going to meet Xelsis Morrison at
the end of the bridge? ) '

4. Yes, and they did becauss they went to Kntherine'Cole's

house and left Hathering Cole there and ftcok Anna and went

to tha cresk.

@+ 4All you knmow is what they told you?
Ao ,IESD - i - Y e

Qe Was Anna ‘Brown killed at the place where they told you
‘ ste was killed? T
L. Yes, she was found two days afterwards there. I taim: they ek
found her om the 23rd r¢ 24th. I rememi®r it Blain, becsuse
it was on my birthday, the 2lst.

@« Fow have you any reason in this 3Brown murder case or any
motive pr purpose in telling this story, excent to advise
the officials of the truth of the matter?

A« TNothing in the world - the same as I would have done z few
years ago, but I was afrzid of the consequences to & man 12
he velunteered thics information.

"G« You would have been afrsic if you told 211 you knew Jou would
nave been bhumoed off like the others
4, Yos, and I wouid too. BHracken's been after me for two or
three yesrs, but 1 never 414 tell nime I was afrzid of this
court house on the hill, -

Qe TYou were afraid ths State authorities wuld not give you
the proper protection?

&e Absolutely. It looks bhad for me, for a man who ¥rows these
things, but there is Just a lot of pecple like me who kuows
these things, and is afraid to tell {henm.

@+ With reference to the Henry Roan murder. Had anyons talked
to you about that pricr to the time lenry Joan w.s xilled?
As ﬂale.

» What did he tell you?

is \nell he come up about the iamsuragncs on that Indisn for
$25,000 to Hale, and he asked me at that time and suggestod

;humxing him off on the creek. 1 saia, “3ill, how you going

to getl off with stuff like that?" Lhe szid, "3eczusz . scld

some cattle, ani the insu ance was for the egaity for

l what he owed me for the cattle, because, "he m=id, "I Zemry

lives he would pay me, but if ke dies tae insursnce will mers it.”
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", ' } . .
6 <+ Jhere was it he told you that? : ;
7 g 41 Dalston, i
B . ) o .
g E Qs Fow long before Hemry was killed? ' i
LT 4, 4ibout 30 days. i i
Ly - _ V : ‘
12 ‘ €« Vbat was it he said about bunping him of 7% _ |
13 ~%e He said in the first place be wuld not need no mors c2ttla. ‘
14 ¥ He ssid the insurance would cover tist up., I said. "Now .
s Fou going Lo bump him, Bill®" and he ssid, Movwo on the .
6 ég' cresk sometime.” I said, "Biln, if Fou do that, you better ¥
27 5  bump bim off in town someplace, because if you bup him cfz '
&’6,'.. gz on an Indisn sllotment, the United Stzte will 2ssume '
L § jurisdiction_"' . S e
g2 44 .
21 9 Q. What did he say to that? ‘ _
23 1 4. Hs said, "No, Hatt, you are wrongs I talkxed %o Johm . K
23 41 Tillmsn, and Pillmen tells me the .nited States has no '
24 ; Jurisdiction whatever in Csage county any longer. g
25 T v e
26 Q. Did he tell you anything about smy plans he had furbher ¥
27 Yhen bumping him off on the creek sometipe? iy
DR 4« Yes, be told me he had Zamasey to do that.
49
30 Gs low did Le tell you what, if anyihing, e was paylng Ramser?
a1 4+ He s2id he was glving him SBOOD.0O,
32
3 <» ow wzs he peing to pay nim?
34 s lie was going to pay him ;500 in roney, a Ford car, and the .
» 25 v+ rest woen he colliscisd ihe insurance. ' .
e 36 Los
g?, §)1j~ Qe Aafter Henry Zoan was killed did y.u talk to isle any about it? %?(
iy 39
T, . $. inore? .
%?“: sl 4s 1 talked to oim over there, Jhere was 1t I ta ked to oim
8 42 about taat - I forget wrether it wes in Fairfax or Dslston,
8. 33 but I remember the conversation.
e 44

e

Qs That wms it?
4e <John Zsmsey told me that he would only cive aim 15200,00,

Q€. John Tamsey told you? - 7
A. Yes, s owed him {300 snd asked we to ses o
Hale he bhetter setile up. I went and tols 3%
f "Ramsey is1lable to yelp, and you better cive him 4t
other 2200." He t0l¢ me he would,
! : .
He,told you he would?

Yes. I afterwards seen Ramsey and he told me that he had,

Q. Did you ever talk to Ernest Burkhart abcut any of these matters:

.
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. &« o, only Just {n & general way. I talked to Ernest e f;;p
7 9L ‘a‘otut iz connection with Hgla, o

-1 . E + ) \{"‘.
9 Jith Hsle? : | (5

o Yos. : : o ! €
. \ ‘ ¥
13 QM Yhat aid he saw? ¢
1Y & oo id Et would be his wife newt ang t’lﬁ.“‘l he wiuld be ’
14 tna nell onas He said he was afraic of ¥ale 2nd afroid
1A to autagunize him in any way in the mrld.

16 '

i Qs Matt, is tpers gnyibing shout any of thess Cgage nurder

18 Caced that you have any further informatics on?

TR L &e o, L don't think so. . s

k. % A - Bl

“‘-‘:ﬁ A
21 Qe Frhing youw recall now that youw omiftsd i soise over ihis?
22 AL Fo. 1 think that Vaughn tase will finally teruinate a.xi -

3

24 G« JTo you tave sny infdrantion on that that wouls be of and vslua?

25 As Yes, I think Sord Kurt palled shat.

26

27 Qs That is Just a supposition ou your pars

Swith was in therg, and he gaid "igp Gedy Mati, 1 oam zour
friend,”" I said, "Yes, vyou are FMerd," I owe Fim LRI vet,

MR By Yese I met Eard in the Orand JUry rocy and e ﬁ:}u S0Y

Ycu owe alm L7000%
fes. & Sourss, if ne san wigsle ous

)

P ity let hin wiclte.

Hew do you feal now, Mall, shout the propesgticn o7 setting
protecilon from now wntil this case is disposed of in court?
L don't belisve anybody - of scourse, bere is the proposition,
dorn't anybody kpw until I take fhs ptand sbont my statements.
Hale is prstiy wlse.

OF gourse, Hales kuows what gou kaow.
Yoz, bhe Endws that very well - hs ¥nows thats

&
fow uwnderstand thet the Coverawent is willing to afJvoerd Fou v ‘ ‘
provestion, 1f you want i1, wntil such time a5 these cases b
are disndsed of? RS
Yes, I inow thav, It is just this way 1€ 1t hedn't heen
2or you being comis ted. wi tn ity Dwouldn't have done what I

I axm dolne, bocause you kNOW & men has ot b0 Sucw o8 man
woll fo volunteer what I am‘;ai:z;:.

Youlfuncerstusd, Uatt, that I wouldn't for angthinme have yos
tol@ this kind of & story. 1f It wasn'™t true.

i }%aam' a2ty snd you know ro well snsugh to mﬁw tiat
da't t-ell ity 17 i3 wssm't trues. It is bad ssouwsh
the trath, Beling comected like I am, I feel it is
2 matter of Jw tice. I belleve the day Is passed when 8 man
w1kl Just get shot dmm by eicsiu rigat.
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5 Do gou sise £ 1 thad it is & matter of your puttilng
X ; yourself right before the people by teglmg The trath? o
‘ As s the only motive I bave. I feel 1 owe thal %0 i
'}n th.a nevion and trive gnr* people 1ide you who ls irtercsted. ‘
I am skeptical, yuu kEnow, 1 hsven't sot coulidence in avery
L. an, end all ttese statements ~ take the records of all those :
12 theyr people, and pretiy nearly every bif of that tesiimony
i’i : lsweorroborated to the dot, '
‘lﬁ Qs  That is irue, your statement itz in.
‘. Ao I didn'y @mow that wntil I voluntegres .,
':8 L .
To .. Re Az a3 matter of fact, It £fits in with ths conlessions o Erasst ¥
l% : Burkhart and Joun Famsey. :
§L\? As Ye'f»,.y&*.; %mow I had raally.washed ny h&f;}&s ‘&i‘_i_g“ilgﬂ lenver, ) i
22 and that is why 1 staged vlers. I told Jcim I washed my hands i ;
>3 o7 1%, and if you had rot been assoolsied in the ons.e I s
2 ¥ veinldn't have done this, and you knew 1 wouldn't d¢ mothning .
'2; conly what {s right. Hers lsthe only propsiticn: it Ioolm T
56 bad o 3 couwrt or Jury whown a man 1iks me koows this and
2? s{idn“: oome oub, 131.11‘: THU KNOW cc:pd.umns here and the power )
(R Hale hads I wouldn’t have heen here to tell this story if N
%39 . Bale had xnown that. ) ‘
30 M
.31
On March 2%, 1926, Iatt X Tilliams rde request in vritiag as follows
'. 3 Sliiﬂl Agents of this Burean for protection prior o teztifying agzmst .
T A;gs;ss;e. et “als
3,‘; u Pant ROTA DRLE «
rj‘B"‘ e o liarch?ﬂ, RESHISTN
39 I Burg‘ar.
v.!_.""“, SR T ;&; Stre&te )
Pt In view of the fact thet I do mot feel that
;2 it would be sefe for ms £0 vemzin iu Usage Coumty, and also %
;.‘3 feeling that axny man who willingly testifiss in this case ‘
;;6 . is in donger of leosing his life i it is lowwn, I would
» 1t fesl grateful to you men if both er either ol you sould
v 16 L BOComany .;eyu:’:til after the trial of the case of Siasle
¥ 47 varsug Hule & Ramsey.
- 38 Yours ’Emlgl,
? 49 ati M. MillismsWM
A 3? = W, WJdilliams b wow oand will be kery under survelillanes by sgents
e IR z - | |
3 e slom §s regmectfully called to the fact that public sentmeut i
*‘ : “'SS 'mteri_ley changed in the Interwst of ths prozecution ol F. I llele i‘
% { 7 divulred at prelivinsry and habess cornpus hearings, anc
: g SE being furnished Agents by ilntsrecisd vlti«ﬁﬁﬁp all of whith are
- f ) with & view of obisinipg corroborstilive evicange.
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2} . Desr Biria

. 7 _ interest,
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“ﬁ Oklomoms Oity, Oxla,

23 I an in recaipt

Maren Sist, vhlch I have rend wity Songidar

£

April 7, 1926,

5857

’ T ek S

of your Samminication o)

£
bls /
£

¢

;g I hope that, by thig tine, you hawe g
21

11 hesdquarters,

33 ranred forp the rotuyrn [y

4gent Hickoy to hisg '
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I have just left a conferense with Specisl Lggirais
to- the Attorney Gensral Brown, in which he requesis Do o e
trwt you to.srrsnge to have Special Agents Purgor end Swith
at your office in Oklehoma City on Seturday moyning, April .
. 24%h, 8o that he may have & conference with you, Avent Burger - .-
and Agent Bmith. Ee sugpests that Special Agont Davis be semt -
to rolieve Agent Burger, who, 1 mm. informsd, is with ¥at - 7 =3
Williams. ' 4 s PR

I wieh that you wouid give this mutter nroper
gttt lon.

Vary truly yours,
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DATE WEREN MALIE: REPORT $AARE BY

Apre 26,1928

l// i CHARACTER OF QASE:

Murder of Usage Indians, |
dmna Brows, et sl. 7

kat the County Attorney designate which of tha defandantz would be ftried first.
%he District Judge later agreed to aliow the Couniy Attormey until ¥sy 1Otk

$2atore statt > which of the defendants should be tried first. However, later oxn :
’ &
T SO HOT WRITE I8 THESE SPALES ﬁ
P R EROVED AND o f‘“} T | RECORDELD AND 'RDELER: |,
P NN A RDED: D - P ':;" M JRE A £
3 L STA T L..J-&...-fm*;zﬂ:;’; oo™ oL Tt ey L
S ; - NPT oF iR ; o Pl X e o s et v
l; SHINGTOR *« } t\wm& OF THIR REFGHRY FURRISRED TO: RURRALOF (n¥EsTicaTIon CHECKED OrF: ‘
PRQFER&NGEa L M AY 7 { I
4 p oo S Washington ?? Lo TiadkEERTTTT “’;:t“!"
?‘ . 2 Files. Y pemanymEny Of sustice £ S
KN TR AN TR R P A
5 2 * 2 (u,i ;"f i . TROUYES Y \‘o TUTTTTTeRE : R
: 'Ru ﬁ?w& &' mm N‘yk T «W“’I" M?‘:‘ ;r“ “ B }’) }‘iv‘ gﬂ 5
&1 ey “’ * "‘ w * 53 SN ‘“WM“M Mp ),_u Do * .
Gﬂ AL f‘ ; i ) - - R = " N e A e, b — ;
| Y : Yo
BRI T I L W TN N T G g O R e e 1 e e - T o E S
- . * v - - - TEEEL Y

-

P. . Smith f 3

{0« C. File $70-1) ;
fag
: ! " mb{)qg "’”‘?’33 F,, S ; %ITH *‘iﬁg Jc V, Kﬁ?.?gi " v‘t*:

' - . ‘ £
39 ) ‘ o { - -
23 Arraigmoent of Hels and Remsay on 4pril 14, 192§,
24 in the Diatrici Court of Osage County on charge of N
25 murder of Wa B. {Bi11} Smith. Defendants pleg of not R
?2 - - guilty, date of trisl set for May 24, 1928, Severance
_Eﬁ.  Eranisd by Distriet Judge. Hotion by Cowssl re-
e prassnting Burkbart, Hals snd Ramsey, filed to dis-
;%9 gualify Sherlif? snd Deputies. Resulis 47 interview IR
30 with Jack Price. Verbdal statement by Jim Ballew S
3;3; consaruing John Remsey. OStatement by M. M. Richessin, -
: dgoent, Indian 4gensy, concerning Indian allotment E
g: leased by John Hamsey. dAgenis notes.  CONTIRUED. b
4 :
Bﬁemr&me. All previous reports cepticmed 4s above. | ;p
.58 B
g R T
40 S
51 S
| Re. Murder of ¥. B, (BiI1l) Smith et gl. ;j'
44 On &pril 14th defendants Hale and Bamsey were arrsigned before - i
District Judge Worton on charge of murder of ¥, B« Smiths Defendants plsad Het by
Sullty. Trial date May 24, 1926, A% this arraignment defendants atiorneys asked b
Y

%
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2l Fage 2 P 5. Smith 426726

snts attorneys inzisted that the defendsnt, who is to be trisd first

amd Jodge Worton sst April 24th ss date of hesring at which time it

finitely decided. At this hearing Juldge Worton agresd to allow the

ormey until May 10th before naming wbish‘ defendant would be (risd finet.

Ou dpril X9k, BE. Burkharty snd Hsle and Hamsey, through their

A_;ttcmeya Grinstead, Scott, Hamilton & Gross; Presling and Howard, and J. X

P &pringer; filed motion in the District Court of Osage Sounty, ssking for an

Lbrder removing Sheriff Harve M. Preas and 811 nis deputisa from particimiting in

J.m:w drawing of the Jury or {rom suwmmwning or subpoenaing Jurors to try these

i alandents, and that ths Court appoint sowe suitable parsonm to aot in the place
stead of the Sheriff in the drawlung 0f the Jury and iths service ¢f ths

ez p&mmns or subposnas for asaid jury. April 24th was dute sat-for hearing af

2 &his mytion, :

23
Reforence is mad o repnrt of Agent F. S. Snith dated Julry 17

24
23925, captioned sams, covering statement made by Dick izmgg,, with specisl
2@ttention to detaila of atatement shown im this report on page S.

2%
‘1§~'~ ’z .-;"‘

{f@me ERYIEW JITH JACK PRICE. RAIRESE. SELA.. -

20

11 .~agk Prige, now working at the Overlsud & Willys Garage, Fairfaz,

IDklshoma, was intsrviewsd and statsd that he was in Shs supley of We B, {311
I18xith 40 1922, on Smith's ranch near Grayhorse, Oxlaoboma, and that some ¢ in

34n November, 1922,as he recalls {hrec msn came o Smith's place aboul 3 P. h.
348n an auipmobile, sither & Stutz or & Hudson spesdster with red wheels; that
3@bey cawe into the house and fallkeqd with Smity In the interest of purchasing
Bmith'es farm. Mr. Price detailed in every particular - aocurances st this
}Matiﬁg and gevs & compleis desoripticn of the tm‘ee,g&:ans &t tods meeting,
Iwuiok in every particular fittad the dssoriptiom of Dick Gregg, fﬁahﬁ. Greégg and
«:G@ Clingans Mr. Price was then confronted with Dick Gregs snd John Cregg,

4 End sfated thst the two mea ian every way resembled fwe of the mon proseut s
" 42be moating at Swiithk's ranch In Rovesbsr, 1922, sod that while It had tecs

% ¥pproximately since such mesting thet in his beat Juigmens, Disk Gregg and

4 &obn Grage wore two of the men present thers. Mr, Price minmuitsly deseribed
43%0e Clingsn, sven to the c¢lothes and solor of them that by wore. Both Johm
Mirege and Dok Gregg siate that the descriptlion of Clingsn a3 given by Price,
18 correct in every respect.

43 ..
4% - T
50 of Ve

Lo |
B

Sk

53 : - (
& §

7\54 | Informant stated to Agent Smith that sometime inm the late Fall %
&2 1922, Pohn' Ramsey came to his {Ballew's] ronchk amd was employsd by him -
'SQB«lllew) ing repair work sround the ramch; that be (Bellew) alded and *

Y assisted Hamsey financislly 4in & swall way, for his services; thati Hamgey &t
fs%hat time was broke: tbat sometime arownd the following Christmas, Ramsey

pim and atatad ti:.at hla ramly neaded BORS monsy am m}u&stea ef
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3 W. ¥, Hale et al, Page 3 P. S Swith 4/26/26.%
g Ballew can of $100.,00; that he (Ballew) granted this favor to Ramsey; ihat - ﬁ

on Ramsey sssisted Ballew in building a garage and makingz other

ts on the ranch; that sometime around the middle of January, 1923, say

‘ldisappa d from ths ranch for a few days, and returned with & new Ford rpadst '

2car, tha@ be (Ballew) becames suspicious ani questioned Ramsey as towhere he go

1Xpe car, and™Ramsey astated to him that hs purchased the car new and paid cash ﬂ
or it that following this Ramsey spemnt 2 very little of his tims at the ranch, i

laiming to be sick and not fesling well snough te be able to work; that Ra:nsey :

uld return to the ranch at late bours of the night and appeared rather rastles

and worrisd: that sometime around the lstter part of Jsuuary or early part of

fabruary, 1923, Ramsey came 1o him {Ballew) and told him that he (Ramsey) expected

g bave & bank rvll soon and wantad to rent Ballewls ranch; that Ballew told '

{Ramsey )} that he did not want to remt his ranch, but suggested tbat Ramsey see

irk Ballsw and rent his place; That Ramsey then loft and 4i{d not draw wages

ug him ortake his belongings with him; that two or-three months later, the exact

time he does not recall, Ballew next met Ramsey when Ramsey and his daushier =

'g ove 10 Ballew's ranch in this pew Foxd car; that Ramsey stated that ke cams oM.y

2 me things tuat'be left there; Ramsey on being guestiensd by Ballew as to where

: had been and where he was then living, stated that he was down hesr PFairfax

n & ranch, which e got thru Bill Hsle or that Bill Hale had bslped him get;

hat it was so late in the season when he got this ranch, that the only thing.

-

7
1
d
&
‘e
-2
2

‘

; e could plant was feed stuff, but he exzpected to raise a good crop of tkat, r
zbtetemgnt mads by M. M. Richessin, Ape ricr Department, Indian Service
L Jal Uxlaho

RS

34

5 Mr, Richessin stated t¢ Agent 3mitb that on a date, which ke hsd

orgotten, subjects John Ramsey and Bill Hale came to his office in PFairfax,
1.mak1ng inguiry concerning a certain portion of restricted Indian lznd, which
Jﬁamsey desired to lease. this property belng situated as folliows:

39 b
a0 .- Lots 3 and 4, and Northwast 1/4 of b
31 Section 1, Township 24, Hange 4 BEast. .
o
42 c s

Y¥r. Richessin states tint m sacsoigned Agent Henderson, who
4@ppralsad this property, and that later, as hs recalls, Mr. Scott Mathiss, wbo
‘¢ ®as then trustee Ior the deceased owner of thls property, came to his office

company with John Ramsey, and 2 leass was consumated In favor of John Ramsey

'44!‘01- the above property, same being allotment #1628, Iilr. Richessin referred i;

g dhese sgente to the Interior Depariment at Pawhuska, Cidshora, for complete !

ggecord pertaining to this leass. C. i
58 ,
5 Records obtoined from Osape Intisn Agency Office, Interior

5 t Pawhuska, Okllhm

52

5e ‘Tha recerds 0f the Gsage Indian Agency office disclcse that

, 8llotmen 168. tbe Lorthwest 1/4 of Section 1, Township 24, Rauge 4 Esst,

5§o0vering riod from 1921 tO 1925, was leased in the name of R. P, Martin, <

«, however, records disclose the neme 0f John Ramsey as lessee 0f thls {ract;
S‘Lthat Ras P. Martin is credited with the payment of lease rentsls om Jam. 3, 1985,

J‘:i
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e

of $475.00, same being paid by Cashier's check $£5442, drawn on the
onal Bank of Pairfsx, Ckla.

“ From uwmauthentic sources information has been obtained to the
l§frect that after the arrest and incarseration of subjects Esle and John Ramsey
{Znarged with the murder of Henry Roan, thet Mrs. John Ramsey paid rentals on
A8ndian land leases to the Indian dgency st Pavhusika, which were held by John
. Bprmey, by 8 Cashier's check drawn on the First National Bank of Fairfax, and
““Whis Cashier's check was from funds of W. K. {Bill) Hale., It is very apparent ,
‘2iHBt the records of ths Osage Indian Agency at Pawhuska anf'flieir branch office i
‘28¢ Fairfax, under supervision of Mr. Richessin, do not agree, and a thorough ;
2favestigation will be mede in the intersst of determining if the property im
28usstion was leased for John Ramsey by W. K. (3il1l}) Hale, in awerd for h..

g articipation in the murders of Henry Boan and others. . -

27 | ‘
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The ™osags"™ s located bsiwesn the crovksed Srkansds River

gnd the Xansas State lins fn the northeusteriy vert of Oxlahoma in

F
e

*

what up to only a few years age wag barren, sxsent for & few poor
pastures; in fact, when the Osage tvibe was forced to loavs Fonsas
and ssttled inte what now is calied Usage, it was comsiderad thev L.sy

-

had psid 8 million twé buddred thomsawd dollars for & poor grave for

§

%
the tribe. ke ares of the Osage 18 2,277 squave miles and the tozal ;wxf
population lacressed approximately 350 percent bstwesn 1300 and 1380, 1

the last census showlag 356,536 soulse

In 1801 <he maﬁ-ruah for o1l already bad broughik iuto toe
ca;nty unscrupulous prospettors and the county asctuully produced in
ihat yoar.. It was only a short time tusrsafter that same 2,000 Jsagan
found thmﬁﬁaivss:faciﬂg ihs s&msHQroblem;whiﬁh drove the Indlan fron

Virginis and iassachusetis which, sxcepl for g sliight differernge i

tantic, was to bhave the sams resull, « ths ultimate goguizition by tohg

JFhite man of all shav the Indlsu possessed. PFlguratively, the desert

blossomed into & gardsn of roses sud the Ostges over nigut becams the

woalihiest people per capits in the world. In 1506 thsre wsra 2,22¢

nofbers of the tribs, - today thare are bdut 1,55@. Toe Fedﬁral GOTEZ e {
3 :
me nﬁ June 2Bth, 1806 ¢nacted a law known'as ths Osage Aot uwngsr wiigh 1

the 2,229, xembers of ths iribs woers €o recsive through iue govorniunt
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an equal numbsr of shares kuown as head rights growing out of the
lsasing of the property or portions tha}eof for the commercial
production of oll, and tne total value of each individual share
covering the period from 1906 to the present dute is $72,13C,
exclusive of certain other benefits growing out of eivil damages,

- ¢ T i S s
et cetora. An Osage born subsequent ito June 28, 1906 would inberit

‘only nis proportionate share of his ancestor’s hesdrights ac cns

of the 2,229 enrolled in 1:06, since which*time the tribe has
racaived a total of $185,000,000 through the Govermment,

The acguiciticn of this wealth can not be said to have
constituted a biessing, g¢ithar to the tribs as a whole, or the
individual members, for after all, wealth whils bringing‘comfort,
als¢o brought diseass, immorality, and an extravagance which is
appallipg. Modern homes, with gll ¢f the pressnt day coﬁveniences
bave been built for members of Fhe trive, only to have thenm roil
up in'their blankats and sleep in ths yard, and in fact many of the
homes bhave & wigwam or canopy outside in which the Indians spend
8 large amount of their time when not driving over the country in
automotiles, or away on sven less wholasome missions.

Among the many'advénturous prospectors and other white

‘msn who came to OXklahoma, was one WILLIAM K, ("BIG 31LL") HiLE,

I8

wﬁo had besn ildentified with the cattlea btusiness in Texas, an 2id

friend of frontier showmen, sud & man wicse desirg for riches and

power was devold of acruple. There either came with him, or later

Gounty, hzs nanhawsERRVSa7 RVAK BURXHART
; iy B S i g LR
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who, with their brothers, were employed by and undsr ihe

-sedominance of HALE, who by ons means and another had scquired

gsufficient wealth to become known as "the Eing of the Ossge”.

Ha ﬁad in his employ from time to time a mumber of recklecs
characters many of whom were either ex-gonvicts or fuglitives

from justice and were lmown killers for’ a price. There are

two photographs of HALE, his ranch house at Greyhorse, Ckis.
and c¢ne of the sntrances to his pastures, the last giving a
falr idea of the mature of the country, and inéidentally, the

full faced view of EHALE having the sccidsntal backiround of

priscia bars.

LIZZIE @, otherwise hnown as LIZ.Is KILE, was an (sage

squaw, who, in 1920 already was old and in bad healtll. Ier own

estute approximated $200,000. She had thres daughters, Anna,

¥ollie and Rita. Anng was a dissolutse cimractsr aud notorious

o

in the CUsage, witi a preference for white mex, wit. severdl

whom from time to time she had had affairs, and at least cre

i

of

wnom, Odie BROWN, she married. Ir 1920 her estate approximated

$1060,000, Rita married ome 4, R, {"BILL") SMITH a white man with

- whom sne lived up to the time of the destruction of both ¢f them.

2

«MOLLIE becume tlue wife of ERNVEST BURKHART and is livinmge with i

v

itoday. LOLLIE appears to have besn the Tirst mewns to draw to-

T HLLE, through the BURKHARTS, tne assets of tTae entire family.
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N Anna aad besn somewhat intimate with at least oza of
12 - - ' ,
13 the FUNKHART boys but apparently sune was too uetoricus for sven
14
1% the SURKHRSRDS to contract a formal marriege. XNo one kuows what
16 e Fy £
N, bacams of her busband, Odis ROWH, snd tne dis&pearance of &
f“ e sguaw-man in the Ussfe, Or ths Te-RErTisg? 61 & BQLAw Wi thoat
H o
‘»aé A
21 ony inquiry or isvestigation as to tho existence of her husbarnd,
Wl L . . . <
23 ware msiters whicn too svidently @id sot poicern anyous. DBuat
L4 e g : .
25 Anna BROWK hac mouey, 8Rd the staske was large« In 1520, LILl.L
26 > ‘
»ny &, the aged 'nct.her, had besn brought te ERFXEST EURIHAN'S home
SR
! 29 at Greyhorse aad was living witsh ber daughier. 3She was the second
"3g | |
31 of the fawily taken directly undsr the micg of HilE in the gensral
12
33 schame, Barly in 13821 she developed a mulsdy wihich vary evidsptly
24
25 ould result in her dezth, Sns had been induced to make g will,
3 ey T . . .
Ty lesving the bulk of her esists to ERIESY IUNERART'S wife apg child-
v\—jg s
39 ron, and with the control exercised by the URIHORTS and HALE this
20 .
P maant that the white men really had the money within their grasp.
N :
b ] v v - .~ o . -
o But tlers wers higher siokes whinh migoet T8 Wole Ly tae o.u
43 . , X
45 woman saguld outlive ANNA BROWY then, under the law pf the Stute,
A6 . . o .
e thg fortuns would be inecreassad by hald of AITd BROWLS, whersas,
;g if ANSA should eutlive her mothar, the grester part of ber Jortune
éﬁ woeuld be divaried o eollaterals.
52 N o e e v
53 LIZZIB § was sinking and somathing Had o Le donoe
34
p P
ii i On May 27th, 1921, the decomposed and swoilen corpse of
£ .
5%
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ANNA BROWK was found in a ravins just off the Pawhuska - Pairf

. Road &nd not far from the roac Wthh lsads from Greyhorsa. Pholo-
gruoch #5 shows the Grayhorse road at the head of the ravine woere
the body was found. Fhotograph #56 shows a renersi wvisw of the

‘ ravine, and vhotogreph §7 the exact spct in waich the body was
found. Photograph #6 is an old pjcture,og‘éﬁﬁg BROWN. The hinters
who found the body went &t once to Feirfax and wotifisd F. S.

TURTEN an undertaker who, with Doctors J. Gs and D. A. SHODN

— -

prcéeeded ko'the place ard found a crowd of persoas had assambled.-
The body was identified as belng that of ANNA BROWN and a rude
autopsy was neld snowing that death had resulted from & gun shct
wound, evidently from a 32 calibre revilver, the btullst entering
the head from the rear. It was very svident that death had taken
place a number ¢f days prior o that time, and toe last time taat
AWN4 BRCWN had been seen alive was oz the nignt of liay tne 22nd,
1521, -fna undertaker aﬁd doctors made & vory hurried exaninatisn
and for some reason they began taeir se.rch for ths wulleti Ly
opeping the skull by sawing it in half wertically, rather than
removing a c4p horizontally. They were ynable to find tge

btullet and the body_yas,huried, althougn nalf of the skull was

preserved Uy the undertaker.

L)

4

Ve E. SMITH, the husiund of Rits, suspecning tne partigs

respcnsible and the entire ccunty having Leen disturted over tze

gty murders and mysterious disappearances of Indiaas shertly
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theretofore, immediataly started an invectigation irdspendent ci to
aunthorities and it scon becéme kncwn thét throd-h ar expenditare ori
allarge amount of money, SMITH nsd acquired sufficiemt avidenée to \
justify his suspicions that HALE wus rasponsivlie for the death,
Tharq was no doubt but ANMA BROWN was dead and that the
sstate of LIZZIE Q, her mother, hac acqu;red at least half of her
property. Tae next sxpected happening agtuu+£§‘;cgurred two mcnths
after ANNA BROWN died, old LIZZIE { passed away at the ucme [z her
daugh;ar,_MOLLIE-BURKHART, the wife of ERWEST, an& the mnisce of
BILL EALE by marrlage, and with her death t.e sstats augmented by
half of AWHA BROWN'S, passed in bulk té the BURHARTS. BRYAN SURKHART

was arigsted and caarged with thoe murder of Ah‘d BROWN in the Stata

courts, HALE furuisned bend for him and BRYAN was acquitted.

LI T iy LA R .'“VC* 2 e 3 e iy o - o P - S T
TR A Sy uuuingg;iJi ‘ R R RS

#
el b . “*4 SR LT e g et S

i . e e e PR ‘ £

A - L R

PR



S o

- T -
Things apparently ware running favorabls t6 HALE snd
his nephews and acthing of particular i#terast in this stoxry
copurrad wotil Januwary 1923, other than the finding of the bodies
of JOR GREYHORIR, AL SLUDRURD and oibers who svideutly had veen
the victims of similar plois.

AYNA BROWH had & cousin, a full-bloodsq [Usage Indian,
named HENRY J0AN whe, in Jamuary 1923, wos living with nis wife
Mﬁﬁ?,‘glss & full~blopded Osage, aund thelr children at Pairfax,
Oklahome, ROAN fragquently left homs for asa;nah as tres or fouy
wesis at & Liwe on drunken Sprees, 80 that when he laft ths Hcouse
on Janusry 26tb, 1523 and was not seern for several days, thove was
ne sxcltement. Howgver, on Februury &th, an Indian boy ran across
an sutcmeblle inm & swale or small csnyen arcut five miles northwest
of Fairfax aud about 200 yards from the rosd. He ran to Fairfax
and braagnt two orlficers wao found ROAN'S body on the front seaat of
nis ear wnare n8 evidently nad besn dead sevsrsl days, shot threagh
the nesd from the rear, in ingnesi 414 not develop any informu:ion

othsr than that he came 1o his death by 8 gun shot wound. Thig, in

itself, wus not partieularly indicativs, tat a short time t.aresftar,

HALE yresented for payment an lpsurance pelicy issued by the Oaritol

Life Insursnge Company of Colorade, JTor 388,000 ou the 1ile of ITUxRY

RCAN. The Uompany refused to puy the indemnity on the goound or
i
1
1 5] ¥ 3 . - o 4 v Iy
frand and misrspresentaticon and Hil® sntered a suit in the Fedarul
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courts This brought forth an axamination of the Various court

records which in themsslvas disclosad that at the time BOAH peti- [
E;Bned the District COurt of @sage County for the appointment of.

4 guardian, he owed HALE $6,000, bulance due on the rurchase of a

heuse in Fairfax, and tasre evidently was no otuer insurable intersst
of HALE in the life of Roan. & short tlma priu. to kis death, ROAN

R

was known to have had some parsonal difficulties wita one ROY BUESE,
&8 White mun who was unjuly attentive to RCAYM'S wife. It Was wBown
that RQAH and BUNCH had been looking for each Oiher on ssveral

occasions waen use would bs mads of arms. 7Therefors, when RO4N'S

- body was found, a& rumor was startsd that BUNCE wes recvensitls for

the death. Tnis rumor appezred to be confirmed Uy the fact that
BUNCH murried R04X'S widow a very sbort time siter tne finding of
ROAN'S body. Tne rumor was 8torted by HALE nimself. Thers ADLesTS
t0 have boen at the time no sericus attempt to idertify und prosecute

anyone for ROAN'S murder.
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i We Bo SHITH, e husb&nd of ml’A and the bmmarmiuwléw i .
1y - 5 )
.}4 pf ANKA BROWN was llyiog ln g comfortabls nome, &8s siown by pooio-
§§ Tgraph $8, with sis wifs and & whlte servant yirl numed IEITIR
.
A8 BROOKSHIRE, ses photograph $10., SUITH had continued his agtive ¢
{; 1‘*:“ " invastigamon of the murdsr af ANE2 Bacmi and -m?i Vnﬂa_u an &pan vraak
’gf; with HiLE, dus net ouly to hls latiing 1%, be known that nhe had the 1
‘gg _evidence involvipg HALE in the murder of AN, but also becaus. of . »1 ﬁ
?y‘; A riaman;i whicn he had mads upen HALR for .$5,§5§ ’&nc’: wiich BALE had ;
‘;;“ rofused to pay. SNITH was kuown to be apt te teke action to euforcs i
ia Ciis clalm sgainst HAE and at 2 o'siock on the morning of Mareh the
R
;g . 10th, 1883, less than two months after ths Jinding of HIEY RCAN'S
ié body, SHMITE'S home wt PFairfax was dlown wy, his wile RITA and ths ’
;:;2‘“ ‘sarmm NETTIE BROCESHIRE being killad instantly, aod IITH bLimself g
§§§J ‘ baing mytilated s¢ that he disd within a few duys, ul not before
': making & 4dving declaration to tha effect toat tone only snemies he nad 1
% _ o
A iz the world wers HALE and the BURKHMIRTS. .
-
L% :i With ths passing of RIDA IMITH, the lust of the memberg of l
: 2 the family of LIZZIE @ was done away with; lsaving alone ber dusughler g
: i g MOLLIE wno nuow lives at Pawhuska with her nus:end ERNBSY BUREMIES,
: ?’»3 , the naphew of HalE; and in‘ addition to the wiping out of the $&,300
E‘ ?% laim which SUITH held agalnst HALE, RITA'S preperty it wis felt ﬁ
v 33 :
; f’i 150§ would go to the surviving 'aister,' HOLLIE BURKHART. Howsver, &
55 ) 1 had besn mdds by Rlﬂ and her husbund, under which the éum‘iv_ar .
57 ~
EE of t&ne twe was 10 acquire the estate of the first lo ¢le, and JWITH
59
© 8 e I B SpprestTately o Savey T e BRI



v _
Lt B v
-

Lo JRL S B Y R

692"'-;' ;

62%(

S

e — —— i * g i ; * o ’:,b
_E{-
- 10 - _ P
went to -a daughter of SHITH'S by a former marriage, a girl in .
sss unknown to HALE and the BUBKHARTS. The debris of what ‘l

-~

cnce had been a nome, remained for some time & Lorrible monument
0 HALE; - but nelither he nor anyoze else, $or that maiier, Was
run down until the Department of Justice sent into tne countiry a
number of its men carafully selected bacause of.their knowledge b
of Indian and frontie£ life, their indamiéable courage and per- |
sistenes over sgemingly insurmountable obstagles. ‘How they po.su : 3
&8s ﬁmedicine men",'prospectcrs; satilemen; how they many times were : ¥
framed; how they were hunted and losi; how they uncovered scores of ;
talse leads and faked coufaessions; how they gathered from 21l narts
of the country the small bits of ¢vidence and finaily why Aihey

. 100k priscaner the "King of tbe Os.ge™, will nct bve told uetil ue

evidence comes from the witnesses vn the stand.
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crer is indicated by 3 \},J
4 symbaol in the check -
B: in the addr

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J- C. WILLEVER. FIRST VICE-PRESIDINT

inthe dave live on full-rute Lelegrams and day lotterw, and thie sime of receipt at destinetion 88 facwD o &l mesERgEs, 5 BTA.N'DAB.D
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