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Hon. J. E, Hoover, Director y _
--. &#39;Burea of Investigation, Attention - #2. . ..q 2-

- Divinl-~1

r 92.

L: . -
E §h@?R

Evpsrtnzrnt of Elnstirr. _
A Enrean sf �nnrsiigatinn.

r. 0. Bots 125,

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
- March &#39;2, 1925. ,-.

s ~ 55".;-"
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&#39; BUREAU OF IHVES

l�AR 55

&#39;*§r.~¥£�&#39;Department of Justice, . . _ &#39; __,___.______n
&#39; " "-�Washington, IL G,&#39;

r Re: OSAGEINDIANMURDERCASE

&#39; At a conference between Attorney General Short, &#39;
3 of the State of Oklahoma, and Special Agent Smith, a decision

4

as - -

6 -

21- _ _
-,8-?_-4; .

£9_ . ;..

zo �F _. _ p
*1  - s
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.

was reached to call a Court of Inquiry on March 9th at Pawhuska,
Osage County, Oklahona to determine whether warrants shall
issue in this case ad whether sufficient evidence will develop
to warrant further prosecution, . - &#39;

I

Attorney General Short has requested that the

United States by represented by counsel, and suggests that the United
A .

Q5

9 §&#39;"~ &#39; _developed.I .

10 J
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42...
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4

I 5

15 glad to as

presence of an assistant from the United States Attorney&#39;s
would lend prestige to this prosecution, and would greatly

4 bringing about favorable results. Agent Smith consulted with Assis-
tant United States Attorney, Boy St. Lewis, who stated he would be-l

sist the Attorney General in this case, if authorized

22-1&#39;
*4 *-&#39; &#39; I States Attorney&#39;s Office be represented in this. He further stated
=5 that he had talhed this case over with Assistant United States At~

�_ p torney, Roy St. Lewis, at Oklahoma City and that he would be glad
-ts� .to invite him to set in the inquiry, and if possible, to continue

in the prosecution of the case in the eient sufficient evidence is

agents Smith and Street are of the opinion that the
office

assist in

by the
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with sore other lee v1oletors and

That Grsdy Drake, who was cosvicted st Denver of automob
thc�t, and is new paroled to the sheriff at Perry, Okla.

0 ositioned to commit some of these_murders, but t
.*1�   &#39; ~ w e -:3-~him.�to-�tell.ons�with Grady Drake to cs"se

iwime to&#39;ebtein valuable in�ormetroh from a y
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to furnish and as s matter o
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h t the feel confi�ent that they ~

timetely be able to secure the evi�enee
conviction in some of these cases,Fbut they of course

h lo it may tare them
secure said ev1dence.92

A nts Weiss and Burger are confident that
an complete thls investlgstlon se is ec r

I will state thetr ge .- Ew
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this letter to 1.11-. John s. I.ong,�-"sxiperintenaenz -"
of Identification, Oklahoma City Police Force, ,

_ who I believe, was assistant deputy warden at .
the time thte~men was de11v¬red.to~you. Mr. &#39;
Long, I am sure, will do everything possible to l
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larch 9, 1925.
ates

Hr. J. B- Hoover, Director,

Breau of Investigation, N # _é _Department of Justice, ATTB TIOH 2. &#39; &#39;"&#39;����*�
Washington. D. C. MAR 111925? &#39;

DEPr92Rilc!Ii Or all T

Deer Sir: Division Q E

Reference is had to your letter�¬I�� can
February 10, 1925, initialed wwG:JL, enclosing
cop of letter from Special Agent James G Find-y 0

_ lei� reiardii his connection with�
I have checked over the file in the

case of "W. E. Smith, et al, Murders of Osage
Indians", and find reports dated April 26, 1124,
Hay 24, 1924. and June 25, 1924, which set out
*h* full details of conferences with the Rover

ail� S 2

92l B

oi and Attornei General rega.rding_
I am attaching to this letter a copy

of these reports, together with 2 copy of letters
dated June 20, and June 23, 1924, written by Spe0- �
ial Agent Findlay to the Director. Also, a copy
of letter, dated June 20, 1924, from W. S. Key,
Warden State Penitentiary, addressed to �

Weiss.

I IO

The State Bankers� Association claim to
have evidence that "Blackie" Thompson was impli-
cated in the robbery of the Bistow bank on June
4, 1924. However, I presume that he will never _
be brought to trial on this case, as he is not _
serving a life sentence for the murder of H. S.
Lennoz on July 2, 1924.

_, i.�_ g &#39;
*~   9&#39;

"Blackie" Thompson admitted the robbery ~
" of the Avery Bank and the murder or I. 5. Lennon

on July 2, 1924, and also admitted the robberies .
of the Oilton bank on November 21 1923 and Oct-
ober lO, 1924. He refused to give any inforne- f_ §~

.;#;w
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tion regarding other banks which he admitted as having
robbed, neither did he admit or deny having had any-
thing to do with the hristow bank robbery on June 4,
1924.

It is noted that �h1ackie" Thompson was in-

terviewed by grent Burger on June 10, 1924. which
would have been after the bristow bank was robbed.

1-� 1

I might add that Special Agent Smith is now
worging in an effort to secure sufficient evidence to
prosecute "Elnckie" Thompson for the Killing of the
W. 3. smith family, end has some evidence of this fact.

,4

hespectfully,

7"rA3t@
6. D. Bolling, »

wDB;B_ Special Agent In Charge.
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an Just in receipt of telegram £1-an intern; Gim�ll Bklnh�wl

stating your lxweatigatiol Osage �amen not atln£utor§!,! oun-

oluaoi, auhg that la rug:-on Department 01� Jultiob unable assign

lav mg»:-causative who uni pursue tuvaatignunn so anmnluiom

Wit� as immediately exactly whd sltmtlm 10- From t&1Q{;1&#39;EH M:-1-

tornoy General 311011 lnd.&#39;92Q%?t10ul are that he h�ldl Burma or Inven-

iimiian rijpaasibii f�? fail�-an at iaweati Yea ea:-. ¢>.-=-~,.,...-

Gilli cal!-inning cituzjlqn in which Diva I111 by pl-8005 1!�! $5.92 �- 4-, ._, �
_ . _ 92-_ _92 ¢&#39;. t�V -.&#39;L-r .£- �

Hons of aw Agni�! has tilllill in fnllw� it biha ilvlutlpliou
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am-eh 1:2, 1926.
. {&#39;1

fr" .15� _&#39;
The Honorable the Attorney Geuerel, . . � 4&#39;.
waeumgceo, 12.0. &#39;  .~ &#39; V

&#39; - o Ill re O  luiee8f¢et11I,.

I ieg to lubmit the following report regarelng the
inveetlge�on of the nu-eer oi eerteln "eege Inotene aoouoeeo
to have been ate:-tee at Pellluleke on the �ti luet. &#39;-

I reeelvee Hie Department wire 01.. ilondeq; Maren uth, and
tnoeetahly got in tooeh eith he Attorney General at
Oklahoma�: otfiee, end tonne that the inveetigotior. would
Bo? lteri uni!-I Telmele; 1-Iereh 11th, end in aooovdonee
thereeit I arrlged in Peehueka yeeteroag one imeeiately
8°� 111 �Will I1!!! llI&#39;- J. Ier:-3 King. Reelstent Attorney
General of the State of �klehome. in charge of the investiga-
tion on behalf ot the etete, am with the Department of
Justice egente, Berger, 1?. ~3. faith and Street, who have
be-"11 11 ohsrre 1.»! the invwtirotion -.1! these auréers
during the poet uovez-1.1 aocnthe. The entire time since :1;
arrival has been epent 1:2 oontereuoee, in the intervlellng
or e1 tneeoee one in an attempt to agree upon eon de�nite
plen of eotlm. The Judge of the Diet:-lot Court, Judge

office me the Depart-neat of Juetiee egente, lee eet eelie

$2-.1 *"""f=L " -
1. 8� .

9115&#39;-�~ -&#39; �-1 3.�.  -~ 1.  . - . .92
�Film �#1:.� ; ,,-. __ ~ ",  _ _ -.
- 1.1:. :"._;;,.- &#39; &#39;¢-_=�-?~-==~- - ~

�_

or  U

Yv�i�. Ivoermtly, upon the request oi the Attorney 5enere1&#39;e   Q;
the week or Heron Otis to an to h&#39;e1l_ e court" it Inquiry,
upon the uneeret�eing tint evatleble ettmeeee eoule he

pgegeaged zzf�tlhllil 1a�the eoure5:�o£u§z nee}, Ag g mete;
o no I ere we no progree elem]. t I rr nt
this proeeeore et tile tine. During the peat ton:-O;-e::-en
*-Jesse have ee-on e =e_:-2:": o2 =1-e.=== owe-Mao: upon ooago
Ind Les� to the number of low or rive, apparently ell
treeeeble �I6 one ran or group of men 117 neg; 1&1;-1;;_

. Iberia-eel oi� this 51-may Se eee-1 . poeertnl one
ebeil, F5! the _1�ep;ertr::ent jo , Joetgee egente have bcn
eenteqameeéeitel en .umzeoI1§: e1 1112:; aek 1.; llilloplm
skates-er. iuju 1 they here go -t
�eet Eff �le yroeeelinge here1;___en1&#39;_�elent teaeiaoe;_.$p_ .
one ewe. _te--11%,-lie knee Iroea eeee. to lea-rent the lfflol.
er e peelee of the Ieee of eh pereieeler group aee-re� Ioentl one
The evt�enee eo tar gathered aonle pronlblj ea;-rant the hole»
ln-�: of thin one -"non by e lee.--letrute tor the murder ol� the
""-&#39;"* =-or-as Erma �%r=r=-�ii, but �--r�&#39;" &#39;�92Z"""""� �-5 -�-*-�- -

oo.r1$iot1on &#39;l.lpJI1 e trial he-Jo]: :�¬u;3f�&#39;?&#39;;:n:v;oe:�:B;: the
other oeaQ1e heey, but pointe to the ulml ;_;an ..92r group oi
men ee the perpetrator: -.1! the murders. but ouffiei.-.nt
tceti._o:q lee not ee yet been gathered to wen-ant erreete

any  gheslothei gong; D Th;toountyto"orney or gageooun I eve 1&#39; ope went .2 J11 etioe age e t:
honeet an! willing to do anything in hie power to eeeiat

in

be

aw .1!! or mv~&#39;; HG,-A vow

�AR 1 ~ -.I-V15
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&#39;5

I00 my

in iringing the guilty peraona to Juatioe, and the
Attorney Genera-1 at Oklahoma hea aeaianeil hie aaeietant
Ir. 3. Berry Ki� to theee oeaea, and I111 eoeperate on
the ea long ea neoeaaary or until the oaaee are �nally
eaaeiedem. All at the evidence in the verioua oeeee nee
been gathered and the oeeee �h�likuh�l have been no:-tel

up by government agente. and although there ie no federal
question involved, the .-attorney 6enera1&#39;e otriee, through
fir. Zing, reels that the governmmt ahould lend ita
eaei.tanoe to thr: proeeoution of tlseee oeeea, and ia
wry positive and very frank in ite deoioro�ion that they
to not oer: to greee-=5 either eith : ooart o: inquir�: or 2
the ia ouanee or uerranta and the preparation of the oaaea
until ���,&#39;.1T11Il8 they are aaaurel that thq will not ml;
have the eanietunoe ot the 5-everneent&#39;a agenta, but that
the government will aaaign one of ita eriminal preeeootera
to eosiat their nffioe in the entirehand ling oi� the leoeo,
which "I111 ..ean that aimevar is aaligned by the Department
of Juatinl ta aaaiet the fttorney General of �k1eho:;a&#39;l
offim I111 have to devote hie entire time and attention
to theme oaeea until they are finally concluded. The
Aeeietent Attorney General, Hr. J. Berry Zing ia very
anxioue to have Bpeeial. latent Attorney General C-eborne aa
ii to tiiie oiiei if poioitle. If not, thi ient eo-ai other
�lope:-tnent praaeoutor apeoially eaaigned to theae oeaee.

There ia no queati on in my judgment but ehat theae
Indiana were murdered ea the result or e oonepiz-any headed
by one William Hale or Ifairtax, the actual perpetratera of
the various orimee being either hie nepheee or umlaraorll
ohareoteue hired by hie or them. This i preeaim pI&#39;l&#39;l&#39;l11I

in Puahua�ae and throughout Oeege count, , but the perpetra-
tore at theae orimee. are polerrul, in�uential, and by
the urinal themaelvee have ao terrorized the cage Indiana
and the people living in_end nee;g_{a.t§-fag. Dig. gee. 1 &#39;_
tint it ilee �lean an alneet iweuotltty {or tee Department
of -Tnetiee egenta to get at 2 reel teota in tin oeeee.
It ie q Judgment tit the that arreat eill he out hteriel
aaeiltenel to the government�! agenta, and .1" 11.563781� the
week link in the onnepirnoy, and perhape bring >=bcut the
break that will bring the whole thing to light. Thin,
Laeever, is only a gmeaa, tm as above otetec it is certain
that wnl�ll e Ieek link ia diecovered so ea pluoe theme
are gain; to he unuanelly difficult carti-

Q

"I;  - . » &#39;
. -___ __ __�:3kV-»_�.:_ ~ .

;- ..___�q-&#39;-1 � _ &#39;. -

�  �#1-&#39;»2&#39;qi5;*._:" . .- . 2,
_  _=:§;j&#39;-=a~.-;~=�-§1�  _,: .1I    t ., :_,

&#39; _&#39;i___j-

The Lmietant -ltt�rney General oi �klehozne, �Ar. Ling, hue
detennineé 1&#39;.-: postpone the oourt of inquiry until a leter
cute for ten rwaoraa; firet, to enable the fJepart.:.ent
ezente ta examine more fully several witnesses who hove

not talker; £:ee1;: oa yet, and; second, for the puz-_r-oae of
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1

7 -Po
I0; 5; __ ":&#39;~_k

.;1 ,�_

obtaining aeauranee tree the Bepettnent o! Juattee theta Vgo�mment pa-oee<.-etor e111 he aeetgneo b thte eeee tee , ..
cooperate and eeetet in thie setter In lie entire management, l   -
preparation and trial. Iithout thie aeenrehee the in £ee-
time are at 8:-eeeat that it etll. he lepoeaihle to get
the Attorney eneral at &#39;92k1ahoua&#39;e ot�ee to aet 1:1 the
eeeeei 1&#39;!92.£e eteteaet e! the etete&#39;e ettituee eee iieellg -
neoe juet prior to aw eennlng w eeeono telegram on thie
late oeneelling the eugieation tint Hr. Roy St.I.ou1e of the
Dletriet Attorue5"e off ee at &#39;92k.1ahona Git; he requellted to eon

I-ta h :5 t 1 1: -

O�the

-�~»�i"&#39; .

-"=: &#39;. . ~

here tenor:-oi, re 1 th. This a ep be ng out ely 1mneeeeeary at we preaent ti.-ue, in View at the poatponment _  1- U !
eourt of inqllllfe I .

I teat:-e to take thie opportunity to eomnend agents
smith, Berger and Street very highly for the earl: they have _~_,..____...
done in thle oeee, eepeolel 3 in vie! of the almoet neur-

umt 1 obellelee that hev h an laced in their I and &#39;mo� eh e e e 1! $7
1:1; poeerml influeneee the! here been !er!.i.r~.g- eaetmt
the�: ¢:0r;1ii:.uoul1y. �A-O>¢7�-""&#39;_� ~ ~ ~

Regerdlrg the utter of aeelgnlng a governmnt proerontor 1&#39;
to eeeiet throughout theee easel ee eheve etetee, theee ere ~
Prilerily the State of Fklehona oeeee. There is no tederel   g
jurledletion, and none but e more]. reee.-ta for til ellignment
of e government attorney to thaee eeeea. Kolevar, the vletlua j,
of theaa uuroera have all been oeagee, eerie at the gave:-n.~»ent.é@
and the ehole eonegiraey la a pa:-ently directed toeerde the
obtaining the vletiae fume end allotments. The oeee hoe &#39;
been ant rely eorhel up to thie point by Department of .
J-eetiee egeetei eee th eerel e:;eet, ee eell ee the eeeiet-;-nee
to the State at �kllhdfni of having e government proeecntor in the
oaee mall he at eeterlal aeeletenoe. :  --

1 eoela euggeet um the &#39; l!�tment�l deeielon an an *
letter he eoeeamieetel ea Ipew�l ee poeathle tetle -

&#39; I "L Taf-�  &#39;_A &#39;,&#39; :11

Atte §eae:*l1 of �tlehena at O l�oma B1 t7, am! Ieuli "  :""-:�_;-""1""
e * Ar--p-&#39;4&#39;-�§=11, re<=&#39;leet"t1et I an 1&#39;-eoelve a esp; at the e e

ee I ehall endeavor to nee; in tench etth the eltuatien
until eome one elee 1e eeeigneo to than ceeee.

".ee§>lGtf&#39;1ll,y. J -
9/ -"1"-2" mu
1//z,~4/92=L92,92J@/;u.»1>q_1
.-met; oe Smith,
Specie]. �eeiatent to the
.�~.1:tm-nay 3230281.

.. &#39;-:1-~  &#39;-&#39; ..&#39; &#39;=§92&#39;-�~.
 -3,T,;;§,?_�*,;&#39;_ __  4-,�.
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H� l Fb1lowir.§_~.; is a. list of Osage Indian murders which are in-
"?-"� .  ;- . _

eluded inithe investigation conducced for some time past in Okla.-

homa: -

_ May, 1921; victims:  Brown �*
. &#39;2. _ C�-h.a.r 1-as Whitehorn

&#39; &#39; 1921 victim, Joe Grayhorse
92.2 " &#39; Minnie K116- 1 .

J». &#39; -1-1&#39; ��-** .&#39; +-1 1 - 3 f dLsron W, l::.<.2, v1c.._m 1-�LE3 an or

Ja&#39;nua.r§,r 1.5, 192.3, victim
liaroh 10, i923; viotims:

Henryiioan
Rita. Smith�
�-1�. E. Smith, her husband
1-Iettie Brooicshire, servant

- &#39; J Iiaroh 2.2, 1925, Blowing up Q: tomb of Ruth �i�a.l-lchief

vestigated in connection with the murders:
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&#39; f Lona Brown, full blooded Osage Indian woman was murdered on may 22,
_ R192,1 n Osage County, Dklahoma. She was about 35 years of age and the divfroe

Wif6..f 1� one Odie Brown, a white men and ex-cowboy now living in Ponce Cit3[,i _
. �f.

Burkhart!, Mrs. Rita stats  �wife of w. E. Smith!, and a half-sister, tire.  e , _.£
Bigharte . _ We E3. Smith was a white man as is also Ernest Bnrkhart, the lat�  ».;

being a brother of-Bryan, Duke and Horace Burkhart, and all nephews of Wm.
. &#39; &#39;_-92- �

, -- 1�. .
Hale. -1 _ e , - i

&#39; &#39; . v

u Anna Brown was without enemies so far as is known but of a diesel ~ _ .
. _ v

and. immoral character, frequently going" out with white men, whom she prefe-. .- it

On  22, 1921 her decomposed and swollen corpse was found in a ravine and
. / L_, _- 1

30-oalibre bullet hole was discovered in the beck of the head. An invest� - 0

tion immediately was started and her brother-in-law, W. E. Smith, was theicvtgz
4

-
active member oi� the family in pursuing the investigation which had not prceceeucdf

, ~

tar before it pointed pretty closely to Hale End the Btu-1~inarts":__ ..

&#39; Anna Brown left an estate of 3.pprOxima.t81§" $100,000, -half of which un

the Oklahoma law went to her mother, Lizzie Q, who was very old and sick and ox &#39;
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7&#39;4 - The Charles Tfhitehorn murder. occurred in the latter part �of 19213
__._ _.._ . .. .._ .. _ _ . ,

, i  .

&#39;ew_ej"-�having been fcuzici near Pi-mhusks. There is no evidence up to tife
"&#39;. ml 1 � *

present to connect this death with the suspected motive causing the others

The same is true in connectionwith the death of liinnie Kile, who died in

first part of 1922, however, on March 25, 1922, under circumstances which�!
- .4 _ ,.

wei-1&#39;-ee1:ed�ee.epieien, D116 Alma. Sanford, a mu blooded restricted Indian, <1
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&#39;   �3&#39;Q§urned. to Osage County. - *_ ?&#39;.$;;"§  �N D� i - l -H _&#39; -J
Y5 .,&#39;"�_V�3"

L has more than performed its"moral duty in provioing its

w,,,.._ .~_.__ A tgiohiug 43.121 no sounri
&#39; &#39; &#39;  --  of e,_govo1-zmzent attorna;-&#39; to assist the County Attox-:1 �

,-

&#39;- . --=3 .

I� .3 I

�out Qitnoooes mo suspects have been alloyed and they nan _.
.¥J¢.$

I was also unable to state in my report of
�Karon 12th that-, in my Judgment, the Department oi� J�.1.&#39;_"&#39;.&#39;.1..e~"

-I:-..&#39;

agents, who 111*.-e oovoloped all of the testimony so far so;
- or:-ed. in this:  There is no fooc-iro..�L iurisoiotioa at-A

reason, that I can see; for the assi
.» � -2 &#39; &#39;*_

-&#39; �=..�~.j"�.+t:-

V W�... ,..~.... .of Osage county, who is honest and conscientious it not _ ~ J?
?&#39;ablo, and. the Attorney Geno:-al&#39;s office of Oklahoma. It

- ls State motto-r,  the State of Oi;lo.h0m�., with its enfor-
-_ went� otfioers mo its legal�. staff, ought to be able tooo; ,

- &#39; with these cos-L-s, assistod, as they have been and will ho
&#39; by some of the boot agents in the employ or the Departznen" &#39;

o1�___ Jii�tioo.  J. Box-1�-gr iiizgrg, hot.-over-, is; apoar-o�tly
. ;-_I;j&#39; uilioare in his ototoment that the Attorney Gonera.1�a o£1&#39;.E-L�

the iltato of L-I»:l::.�.=;_oza;. will do nothing rurthez-"unless --
goYarnmont&#39;.attor:.+:;>*_ is assigned. to assist in the propoz-a.&#39;.;f
handling: an-3. 1:~ia.2». of theae oases. . i.

- 1  of the". oginion. at Pawhusica, and am stilllof " "lg
the opinioa, -:1-.:;i. .-sufficient evidence has been gathozr-oi to

- we.rra.nt the s&#39;.:r-osa�: of .&#39;fl1&#39;j&#39;E.Z1 ?.&#39;urkhs.rt, nephew oi� Wi1}.i:.~._1 Hale,
�ohar§;_ir.g: him wits. tr.-o  of  Brown. i�ze T:e;s-.1-tment _

_ . &#39; of J12;-.=:t�ioa agar.-is bzliovo that the arrest of ti:-is one 1n¢L1-
- ritual would i&#39;.1s.v:~.- heartened er. number of witnesses who are �~"&#39; -

I� �-at tho LU-�lftsent time afmio to -tell. what they know, ano would -A.
have assiste�. them in the dig-.oo1ra1-;r of o�iitional Iaotg rc_-.- »

� gal-<iin,g; the other :r.m:�iors. is above stated, however, the &#39;-
- o J.-tta:-nay Gene:-il of Q1<1.a!:.on:o.&#39;s otifioe om not agree with

our agents or  opinion, henoe no aotioz was taken. 5. -

I.

I .1: �ot n£¬<&#39;i to say that this supplemental z*o- &#39;
port is oonfioozatiol, and. I would. roapoot�zlly request that
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