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*';I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yoar letter undsr datai«ef;nr
44 ;Harch 16th, 1923, inclosing a copy of & letter-from George F. Shor$; 14
451" Attorney qeneral for QOklahoma, in reference to the desths of certain ;
46| (8age Indisns within tie past few months. You esk #hat my opinion is 4+
‘7af with reference %o tlLe cases referred to aud wiut esotion should Ye ta- |
43_ . ken %o cooperute with tle state aubrorities in nuking a thorouﬂh,invegsﬁ
49" tigation to deteruine the cause or the deatna mertioned. L :

514 In r 1y I have w0 ndvise you that the first of the eathe under 1nvas&%
Brown wnd ﬁha*Iea

?2 on paourreu in i May, 1¢21l. At that *ima Anni
53 Qﬂ;h%tehOrn wars ki 11ed. These crimes were broogit fto%the attention.of
34| Opage Tribal Council und they udopted a resolution asiing thﬂt.ﬁ,

ggﬁpf 2500 be offered ‘in sach case for the asrrest ard Lonv;ption v
i murderers. In addition to the asction of the Council, the -

¥ thta gourt muthorized the asaministrators of tke estutes of the J%ove*
’\namad deoeaaed to emplcy aetectivnt, who worked on thre eaeas Tor aev- f
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f.prnmant would aesist in the detection and prosecution of the srimingl

lfdtgtriot and 8sosrtain what action they desired to take snd that I

;&ha Department of Justice.

‘;in ‘this countyy and I have been recently advised that certain partle”

1 -Brown murder have been discovered wno aTe ready to give their testimony
ii! assurad the piétection of tha Government. ,

]ﬂha popular Opinlﬂn in Wairfax and
lwof cirgumstantial svidence ius alroudy vaen woven.

‘T am ©

5“‘1P

' 3 _?ﬁﬁéiug Lre victim. “nesa crimes were Followfa by "e
af:th ‘8uith hicuse sarly on the nmorning of éarch l0th, &% ﬁhi
‘ta Smith, an asﬂge Indien, and her hushana and servant were e

Ln ingaast was held in the city of wairfex on March 10th at.ﬁhﬁbg
- répressentative of this office was present, and the mattar was BXpy,
- #o &he sttention of the Jribval Council which met on HMarch-12thg,
tha aseigtanoe of this office & spevisl mdministrator was appointed a!
nga for the .éstate of Rita Smith, gecessed, and arrangements tiade fof
ploying detectives to obtezin taetimony lsading to the arrest: of the
3ni1ty patties. 7 am advised that u detective has also heen” ‘employed
.3y 1ge city of Pavnusks for the sare purpose. 4 oommittee of the.
.tizens of ¥airfax, which was the re:idence of said Rita Smi th, ¥
"me sphortly afiter 'ne crime for the rurpose oF sscertaining if tLe Gov

T advlsad the conmittee to take the nmatter up with their fellow towns
‘men, &8 tke orime ase a matter affecting everybody residing in thal

“would in every wuy cooperate with them, I am in receipt of s letter’
t%om.tha Pregident of the Chamber of Commerce at Tairfex, dated. ﬁa:ah
1983, copy of which 1is inclosed herewith; relative to the matter.’
}h&ra is uttacheu to the inclosed letter the 31anatures of twenty-nine.
bf the leading business men of the town of Mairfax. I am also ipolos
a-6opy of the resolubtion this day y-ssed ¥y the Osage Tribal Couneil:
&aking that rewards be offered and also asﬁlhg for the assistanca Gt*

T gl

crimes ahove raferred to nave created a great dea‘ of excitamant

Dave. ‘Y een continusly working on lhe annie Brown murder which occurra
naariy two years £z0., It avpears from- informstion : furnished me thak
,111 Smith, ons of the persons killed -in the.explosion larch 10th, W
active in obtainnhg evidence in thse hnnLe nr@nh canse.

I have zleo e
advised within tle last few days thut two ey

-witnesses to the Annie

‘uwhusku is %h&t one person 18 &1-¥

‘rectly responsible for the vurious mirders, and ruther a strong chaig .

= '.

the opinicn that the huggaatlons made in the €ouncil esd ;114ng
i

inc;oaoi herswith should bte followed, and T believe it esPeulal
iaahﬁg ithat & govd detective from “he Danartnent of Juutlce taf
5513 Aﬁ $0 thia case snd »hen the vims comes

rcsecutor from the. Department of Justiice te delegated to aﬂais%s
Attoraay of Osuge County in “he prosecuxlon of the ocas®.

County

50
51
52




Apr. E-4~, 1983,

.that Attornay Genersl Short is very much sxerciaed overf &
$nd has promised to lend all assistance possible from his - gx ¢
" v % kng- whe ther it would be batter for the Depsrtmsnt of ;ngt;g

» work ‘witl the 3tate and gounty offisials, or whether the Dapnrt._'
T iould, protcr to mot independently. I am oozxfidont however, that:

P, S . R R R R i - “iﬁ" £on Slaa ﬂ“«\“a‘l\-‘ﬂﬁ‘ PR, nﬂ.‘ e P

" iﬂ?‘!’mnu u.u.uu.;.u LEAS Al O LAVE PRI Al wihE upp&ouvu.ﬂ.‘.vu

tion af tho parties guilty of thess crimu.

I R S TRt B

Jﬂ”ﬂ‘ﬂdhndah

a

find &n nd Aannt fopr the firgt $ ty-e

3. @UYTEis Lik } Yi oY

at Pawhuska and Feirfax, okla. In s0ms 1natances, dataa

plied la.ter and. poeaihly other correotiona ma.da.

%? _*“Supt. :. GEO. IRIGH'L‘ was conferrea with at the Osage Agam.y;'

, tha Iuture and fuxther devalopment of thia oaso. s;pt. lmf.‘rfm,ar-‘,

hg
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NO

Q.--Beceasod Oaage Indian and wiiowed mothar ot mm Br
* . RITI KIIE SMITH, MIENIE KILE SMITH and MCLLIE KILE ¥
HART, disd s natural death in 1921. The aaughtorj ;
S ¢ baing hsr benefioiaries. o
B8 -mm Bmm.--ﬁuraore& May, 1921. Her body found 1n a ravine !J.i
. & bullet hole through bgp head and a hottile of whlahf
,j laying near her. Bﬁfwmﬂm wag arrestedsm and «
placed in Jail at Pawhuska, Okla. charged with this
murder. NHALE, et al,, furniehaﬁ hom for BURK:
" HART and he Was aoq,uittea. . :

sz GEA.S. WHITEHORB.--Eurderad and body rmmd near Pawhush a‘hon‘k $wo.

years ago. NO evidence at thie time to coupl
death with the auspaotad motive canahing the -
other murders.

i?*f*”ﬁmrxzérm.--biea of "guiock" conaumpuon abvout the first of 198E.
Bo investigation made of hor death, B0 fir Ba knoun
to informants. : : .

HEERY ROAN.--Related to Lizzfis Q. and who carried $25,000. 00 nt-
: " _ insurance made payable to WM, HALE, was murdered 1y %
" known persons sbout Jan. 15,.1923, and his body Tound
‘four miles northwest of Fairfax with a ‘bnllot hole
%nraugn the head. . o

BITI KII-B SI!I‘J!E.--Killed in explosion when her hom wss ‘hlown o
o atoma at Fairfax on 1[ g’ﬁlo 1983 at‘ ahont -3

.‘-,,;:j .:,{EETTIE BRooKSHIRE-"%i“ domestio -1n homa of RITI xII.E snrm.
e killed in exploaibn. ‘Ho relation. e

2 .t....:.-....:_.. O D)

u&plﬁﬁ N ff“l‘l‘l fegts of 10JUr18s Tepeivea,

8. H. B, SHITE.--*Huaband of RITI KILE SMITH, died a fn a.ays after ‘Eha
6 188% SR

r

‘b;‘uom‘.m KILE BURKHART.--Only surviving dsughter of u&ﬂ'q" z-s-? kR
x‘ 5 gides now &t Pawhuska with her ‘hus‘b&ni m-
& NEST BURKFAM. & nephew of m. HAIR, . -

o

thia r}poxt and until euoh time a.a btecomes neceésary to discloauﬂ

‘&u %

i “hut who 1a euhatantial atated that severa.l yaara aso
"e?fgf

SMISBH& marrioa MINHIE KILE and was iiring nith her at the ti.me or“hor ;




iy o P * . T LTI T O R S St T T Sy T L SR GO IS STl e i IR O N
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:J‘-.r ot n»,rt\.rﬂ‘f :&“&3‘\ Lo

gz B 7o, AT
3-3!& & ~ | 2 D
!ruak'?~ ¥right. kpr. 2-4, 1928.

(«-Vne‘d, o

mc H&R.MIH ) momimnt wmtc farma am staahnan ot ao 'ﬁ:
. ga .. » ' mesns and loosl politissl inflousnce, and te 5nnpeatek o4
LS ‘ haing ‘the btraing of the ergnnintiona :

;,""S. mmsw I}EKELA.RTH«IE a white man and & & nephsw of E&m and tha “hus.
' band of MOLLIE KILE BURKHART, the only surviving
& ks \ - daughter of LIZZIR ¥Q", end resides at the prea
time &t I’awhuska having moved from Pairfsx since the explosion.  Er
‘,e% gt Burkbart ig sbsolutely gontrolled By HALE, according to 1n£nma_
o Blon recelved by Agam: from 1n£ormmt xnmhu»r Two and a.lao :z:mn
m“ m«.. , P o e ; »

8 BRY.&H Bmmgw."za & ‘hrothez‘ of ERKE&Q and mrri&d an Omga gird
» , ROSE LASIRY. The merrisge waa rocently annulled
g : by the Omage dletriet ocurt on ths ground that M
f’&ka nét eligi’h}.s $0 marry, bavipg heen ot raaently granted s dﬁoroa

: rom her i’j.rai‘. hushand¢ Suffiaient timé has. not yet alapsed nnder ’

361 28 ~mwme BUWAET.»-XB a.lao s Bmther nf msr m& ia reputa&g

ww an ex-aonvict and all-arcund, no-good o“haran.
4] ’ tsr. ‘Bparing about the same sanaral re;mtutiqn*
*aa his two brothers, ERNEST and BRYAN.

‘ 5. KELSEY\HJRRI&T}H, - Ia a boon aompd‘ ¥

Y nliu 3r.mixmﬁxsax.wmd informant i ‘ s -

T , also under control of EALE: that xozmsm N .‘

R ol osmé to PFairfax from parts 0 informant un

i i:nt)wn. and has Mm & whiskey peddler, eto., since; that ﬂ@RRXﬁQﬁ m-_;.;
> ried BILL FIRTCEER'S dsughter and was later divorced from her;. $has. oy

shertly aPter being divorced from PLETCHER'S daughter, MORRISON married

& white woman, TILLIE FOSIBR, who was the widow o BILL SERPSON, &

- fall-klood Osage. BILLYSTEPSON wag found deal in bed alout Dessmde

-18, 192E., His dsath was attridbutsd 10 ocorn whigkey, but ne inva& g8~

- %&gn as m@eg &0 far as infarmsnt knows.

Sk R M» EE g

& % Intcm&.nt ﬂﬁatoa furthsr that XRLSEY ﬁORRISOE was a.t 3‘&11‘1‘.‘
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ipr. 2-4, 1988, . .

good. m five honrs is 8 very reasunable allouance for making the

1D -
%,%;irivod Info rant — atateﬁ ‘that nonmsoi Iu .,_;una-.

_ utated that prior to the explosion. w. E. SMITH decaa.aad M
‘sua mm for sa 000.00 and that HAIE danied the ohligation which uaa_




e o i i ey uﬁdﬂ«

RIS
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*oase orlb&uateu AN e city; cournmae W g
ME“ION - MR, EC :

[l ST - I

t“un that ata

}ﬁghe speoial effort of Agent during tha p&at thrae daya haa;b ﬁn.tn @
tablish the faot that KELbEYVéORRISOH was in Fairfax the aarlytqgra_

-

\

,and pcssibly the man who used 1t, 1f not himself, from some point to

i24 miles ﬁistant at 9 4. M. the game day.

i.,‘; %
According 0 MORRISON‘S own gtutement x{rsa

AT..
S

‘finaliz arriving ut the other guilty

L
;‘fégﬂv ;
F’ sg,;ent éwi‘enoa againat uonmsox t.a




APT. 10;‘11?& 14, 8%

Yuking hold 0f him first. - A6 atated in & nrﬁvi@ns reps
smm’zzsw is yenam and thet ke is the. mx m;n

.‘“ u “ o .‘T
: 'a m&n {an& of them HOBART ELI.IOT‘“} the other & man a’!:g.ying
town

fﬂf»}ﬁﬁ‘m ﬁrivlng & car coming inta EWER frnm 5 senth@aﬂt ﬁiraat‘;n_
i sfter e axplesim and fh&t a fon minutes latsr BM...,..MR* waa ot the
siane of the explosion, waaring 8 night shirt.

acnth and on the same strest om which the SMITH home was 10@&?-&&,--

tha dixeatian fyrom which he wag seen ariving aff 8 ceuntry reati '

‘ § reaseui that 1t sprsars ‘ﬂest to oonfine to. m&%s&x for

the
stated that be attended w. E.}/S;II"'K. da)
@isﬁervﬁhe_ ezpioait}n and rmtil SEITR &i&ﬁ,, whidh was 1 E. ‘R. Har.

llhu
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Apr. ‘10, 11 & 14, 192% %1

-

, atat ad "sna. on ane oecaslon ne:core m

EE RS

mJ«}Eu-;m &‘& aant SXITE waa rational a:nd of mound mind, ::HI:B atat
m prsaenne tha t BILIAALE and ERNEST BURKHART wore ths only

'gs:nd t«ba‘t he wonld not want ta accuae tham o:E the dead at that imu

4
&
R

;:;{i'm_‘raaaon tha

g Wk

t ‘he * had no proof a.n& might "‘a wrong

b v & "« E R g
_ afe, that KELSEY MORRISOH BII-L RI*WARD and AMOS ,TUCKER drove fl'Om
12 *!airfax to Okla. City in MORRISON‘S Studehaker oar, leaving Fa.irfa.x
A g

'f;mn% ‘noon ot Mar. 9, 1923, and that ED FINC}ER, prOPriator of tha

¥ . ’af.ﬂF
2

ﬁotié# & car ariﬁwaring the daecription of HO‘RRISON Q oar - a."'gggt.»
34 ’&modelgstudehakar - pass. through Pawnee ahout 4 A }.{. Ma.r. 10, 19%

-r-vqo-.‘u kS

h'.nhat" §=




Ealiedod,

 wae l ,t"ﬂt shout g i.g

1ni'orma1i ion and snggested

’g‘ " :
%his oase and BRYANYBURKHART was arraetaa that about tha time tho_;ﬁb
H

S e - .

; -,niaaaa 83'511'38 8 O&I‘ G.Z‘OVO 11? in front o

3‘%
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3,‘%.

coased. sta‘bad that about 8:30 P. M. MeT. 11, 1923 J. E. WARD, m:cx

E R R
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APT S 10, 11 &--14, 1988 -t

*h#i SMETH. oxpeeted foul play.;[

s‘**?‘

&
rg».«&

ae an.hair that said will Bnipulateu tnat upon the aeain of elnnar f

ttorney.JoFISOH stated that JOHN LASLEY told him that ho. B&S

s aﬁi\

moaﬁxsén




fga&q&@*ﬁﬂ‘

"

%gfitha;Oafe End from thg general talk ;
*Hith MORRISON on tha auto trip from'éklahoma City t |

¢

o

.1a‘apparent1y atraid to mantion & nume abovs a whispa:, and wa;i

mgqe concerned in extracting a promlse of secreuy from this Agent

*1han in ntating what he knew, but will probahly “stand up on tha
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e a & PN -..1
WilLD v ToF ALLER X7

.:;'ho;'e wa.a not the 1east dou‘ot in his SMITE‘S mind ather tha.n %ut
| :amsr BERKHART hurdered HENRY ROAN. . [yLL. 'Dg.\e{.ons ‘3'?

53 —, a subatantial citizen, stated tnat Von L
l ﬁ" “. . b Sk

n:lght of MYar. 9, 1923 betwaen 11 and 12 o'clock he was gaing hono i‘mn :

L\a‘ w;m prupu'l' or of

_ tha aqte and thet be spﬁke 0 ”!:;‘MQ%
"‘;{,’fri‘ ; %ator and asked the proprietor iz there was a.py cold mi
e_!-i?f{‘ = “".k :




MAILED

APRZ > 1623
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d
nvestigatiun of aboeve ontitled mattar, Agaat

\;t-az thu iblloning letter from the Ditactor of Burewu,‘_

‘Hx

ER
'

ing to,mw lettar yan oi xarmh 24th or
¢ the Tile of ths Indian Field Service, Dapartme ot of r 0
to murders of OBage Indlens, WP to the presont timn au TV

givo ﬁhis matter 1mmediata attantian.

: ?‘f g
invgatigation'was begun hy Agent Wright on Apr. 2» 5 anﬁ 4th?

‘ﬁraported}nn april Sth under the ahove tltla. mhla raport was

1 ;V ‘. i »
itQt mailed on April 5th and ghould have heen reoeiv

r'a latter abcva quotea.

,ﬁt ﬁright has qpntinnna tha aboveinvastigatibn ﬂﬁring.§£§

i
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