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00: Sacramento -
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SC 92-1212

Enclosed to the Bureau and receiving offices
are two copiesg each of an article appearing in the Fresno
Bee newspaper of 3/11/77 which synopsizes the current
problem of the Mexican Mafia and the Nuestra Familia in
the State of California. :

For the information of the Bureau and receiving
offices, Sacramento is instituting investigation of the
captioned organizations and individuals, based on the
enclosed newspaper article and the following information.

In recent years, there has Been an increase in
violence and criminal activity on the part of the captioned
organizations, which had their origins within the California
Prison System. These groups have now spread to the civilian
population outside the prison system and have evidenced a
high degree of organization. Recent informant information
obtained by state and local authorities indicates well
organized@ criminal activity is planned and perpetrated by
these groups. Documents seized during local arrests of
Nuestra Familia (NF) members discuss in succinct form the
intended criminal activity to be undertaken to finance the
gang's operations in the areas of prostitution, narcotics,
‘robbexry and extoxrtion.,

Some examples of criminal activity undertaken by
these gangs in the recent past, in the areas of EBI
jurisdiction, are as follows:

s

b7C
b7D
R7F

10/30/75, BR
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| ICalifornia Department’
of Corrections, reet, Sacramento, California,

has advised that he has been following the progress of
the NF and the MM for the past four years. He advised b7C
these two organizations have increased their membership b7D
dramatically and may have as many as 300 to 400 menbers o
s in-the State-of California.—He-stated-all of-the-.prison___.b’F

gang organizations are in in murder, extortion,
narcotics and robberies. [ }as been in recent contact
with the state authorities in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona

0 who have acknowledged existence of captioned organizations

. in their respective states. As several of the members of
captioned organizations have been convicted of fé&deral
violationgs and are now serving sentences in federal
institutions, recruiting for these organizations will
undoubtedly be conducted within the Federal Prison System
and in all probability will further the organizations'
geographical influence.
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groups have beconme, and are rapidly becoming more so, a
major crime problem in specific geographic areas within
the State of California and to the state as a whols. It
appears an excellent opportunity for the FBI to make a
concerted effort to make a significant contribution in
the areas of major crime problems 1nvolving these.
organizations.

The primary initial thrust will concern the
alleged extortion of businesses and development of
informants. 1If, at the end of a 90-day period, or
earlier as determined by investigation, it is established
there are no prosecutable violations, a closing report
will be submitted.

Jids alsa anticipated selectad dpdividonals oo
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. _"streetg” of California at the present time. __

{Precedence)

-_.-—__...-~-_—._.-._.-—.-.-..__...-—_——.-.-._9__._.._.......-—...__.».-..—.

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

Poblic Affs. Off. ]
Telephone Rm.___ |
Direclor's Sec'y.__|

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (183-167) (P)

RE: ,inA NUESTRA FAMILIA, aka L{!
uestra Familia,
N.F.,
Farmers,
/ /fP our Family
N RICO
00: SF

fo

Mexican-American inmates at San Quentin Prison, Callfi.
began forming La Nuestra Familia (NF) as a prison gang during
1966-1967, for protection against another prison gan,
the Mexican Mafia. During 1971, a constitution was
drawn up setting out the structure and laws of NF. There are
approximately 400-500 members of NF in prisons and on the

The structure of the NF as set out in their KS{,
constitution is headed by a General, under which are ten
(10) Captains, under which are unlimited Lieutenants, and
under which are soldiers. Rank is obtained by being -
a good soldier and making a certain number of "hits" (murders)

on "hermits” (enemies ofﬁm Ngi_}zs Im:,csp_ / /f’:{,_ \010 _J__/

(9, Bureau 9 AUG 37 977
- Sacramento (183~73) (Info.) N

2 - Los Anggles (92-5465) (Info.)
2 - San Diego (Infq.)

2 ~ San Francisco

PAD:xvVS

(10)
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¥
Avp °‘5‘ S'SE‘P’!W Agent in Charge
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SC 183-73 :
Several of the entries have been covered over by markings /
in an attempt to obliterate the original notation, Recovery

of these entries would be of assistance hoth in local and /
Bureau investigations. .
REQUEST OF THE BUREAU: /

The Document Section is requested to examine
all pages of the enclosed notebook in an attempt to
retrieve original notations made prior to apparent
obliteration. .

The Bureau is requested to return enclosed
evidence to Sacramento Division upon completion of examination,
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SF 183-167
PAD:xvs

The constitution of the NF sets up a system of
banks for handling money obtained from illegal operations. The
illegal money is to be funneled into legal enterprises.

NF members

engaged in murders, selling of i1llegal drugs, prostitution
and robberies. There have be 20) murders
linked to NF in th

The following are the "regiments” of NF in the
"streets" of California:
?

1.

2,
3.
4.
5.
6.

Los Angeles and Sacramento have active investigations
of NF. Investigation continuing in San Francisco to develop
a RICO violation.
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Transmit the following in

(T'ype in plaintext or code} ,
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
(Attn: FBI Lab, Document Section)
@ FROM: SKC, SACRAMENTO (183-73) (P) 71103028 & | . {
\

SUBJECT: A N RA FAMILIA, aka ;
{ uestra Familia —~ &L -
W - S
KITo :

00: San Francisco

Enclosed for the Bureau is one "Woolco" memo
book; blue in color, with ruled paper and notations thereon.

For the information of the Bureau, the La Nuestre
Familia is a prison-spawned organization made up primarily
of Mexican-American inmates. This organization had its
beginning in the California Penal System and has since evalve.
into w widespread "street" operation. The La Nuestra Familia
is currently active as an organization throughout the state
of California and is involved in a variety of criminal activity
including robbery, bank robbery and extortion.

The enclosed memo book was seized by local
authorities at the residence of a wanted subject, known to

«BY1 NI QLHIVI3Y SNIWIOLIS GNY AdOOn

be a member of the La FYPAsa Familia. The book was not !
claimed as property by gf the occupants of the residence ﬁf
and was, therefore, seized due to its obvious content 20
relating to operations of the La Nuestra Familia. L‘
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UNITED ¥TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy 10: 1 - Strike Force, San Francisco

Report of: _ . Office: SAN FRANCISCO, CA.
Date: 11/1/77 b7C

Field Office File #: 183~167 Bureus File #:

Title: LA NUESTRA FAMILIA

Choracter: RACKETEER INFLUENCED AND CORRUfT ORGANIZATIONS

Synopsis: DLa Nuestra Familia (NF) was formed in 1968 of Mexican-

American inmates and is a California prison based. gang of

" 200 to 400 operating in the prisons and on the streets of
California. NF has a written Constitution and By-Laws
setting up banks for 1llega1 money to be put in to legal .
enterprises. The NF is headed by a general and has captains,
lieutenants, and soldiers. Rank is obtained by killing
enemies of the NF. Three kills are necessary to be a
lieutenant, unless you kill one of top ten enemies of NF

and then only one kill necessary. NF charging prostitutes

to work in Fresno, CA, Alleged the NF attempting to extort
money from legal businesses. NF document gives instructions
on using children for illegal activities. NF members alleged
to be involved in over fifty (50) homicides since 1975.
MEMBERS OF THE NF HAVE . BEEN- KNOWN TO ENGAGE IN VIOLENT

ACTS 80 MEMBERS OF THE NF SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND
DANGEROUS .

-,P-

Thisd i ith " dations nor tusions of the FBI. ltisthemmdthenlmdl-" d to yousr : it and ity
are not to be diatrib " ide your a ) 4 .

U, S, GOVERNMENT PRINTIRG OFFICE ;: 1970 © - 408-840
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I. PREDICATION

.On February 23, 1977,f IIntellif
gence, Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office (SCCSO), San Jose,
Calif., advised that the La Nuestra Familia (NF) is a
prison based gang which is effective within and without the
prison system of California. The center of the NF members' )
activities, who are out of prison, is the San Jose, Calif., b7C
area. Members of the NF engage in the selling of illegal b7D
drugs, gun running, extortion, prostitution, and robberies. LI
Robberies and the selling of illegal drugs are the chief

F in the San Joge area.

II. HISTORY OF
LA NUESTRA FAMILIA

On December 18, 1973, a U.S. Government House
report No. 93-738, Pages 80~8l1, 93rd Congress, First Session,
by the Committee on Internal Security, House of Representatxves,
entitled "Revolutionary Target: The American Penal System”
contained the following information: .

NUESTRA FAMILIA (OUR FAMILY)

Nuestra Familia consists of a group of Mexican-
American inmates who are predominantly from the valley areas
of California. It was formed in 1968 by a group of Mexican
Americans who banded together for protection against the
Mexican Mafia. Members of Nuestra Familia have been involved
in the narcotics traffic and are presently at war with the
Mexican Mafia which resents the encroachment of Nuestra
Famllia on ‘its narcotics territory.

Nuestra Familia has about 200 members within the
California prison system. Unlike the Mexican Mafia, Nuestra
Familia has no formal connections on the outside. = However,
it recently formed an alliance with the Black Guerrilla
Family and has received assistance from. that inmate group in
its battle with the Mexican Mafia over drug-related matters.
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The primary objective of Nuestra Familia, as noted
in its constitution and bylaws, is ...for the betterment of.
members and the building up of the organization on the out=-
side into a strong and self-supporting family." It was also
stated, "All members will work solely for that objective and
will put all personal goals and feelings aside until said
fulfillment is accomplished.” Another section of the bylaws
stated that Nuestra Familia's general will maintain a list
of 10 enemies of Nuestra Familia and any Nuestra Familia
member who kills one of these enemies will automatically
become a lieutenant in the organization.

B7C
b7D
b7F

On January 31, 1974, the 1974 Report to the California
Senate by the Subcommittee on Civil Disorder, Page 12, con~-
tained the following information: e -

The Nuestra Familia, or New Family, is the second
most populous and powerful organization in the prison system.
Formed originally by Central Valley and farming area Mexican-
Americans as protection against the Mexican Mafia (MM), the
Nuestra Familia (NF) has become an entity in itself, and
now competes with the MM for control of illegal activities,
narcotics an@ in plain violence. They operate under formal
by-laws and become members for life. Any attempt to leave
the group results in death, as does failure to carry out a
command from the group's general or captains.
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SF 183-167 - ‘ R
PAD:rvs . _
' ded at Soledad Prison, Calif.,

. in 196 as a Latino Culture organization. ]
The obj as time passed to exploiting b7C
and pressuring other inmates for canteen privileges and b7D
homosexual acts. They also sold protection to other inmates BT

who were being pressured by members of thg Mexican Mafia.
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IV.

Diagram of the Power Structure of the NF

The following is a diagram of the structure of the NP
as set up in its constitution and by-laws:

63
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X, HOMICIDES OF PRISON GANGS
. , The top of the square or circle represents the
= ‘ suspected gang affiliation of the victim of the homicide
* and the bottom the suspect.
&
99




. . RISON GANG RELATED '
- HOMICIDES

[ SN

3975-1976 1977

L PRISONSIIAR

smee L3

uaens INDICATE
i cHRONo OQRICAL ORDER

- MEXTAN wASIA
" NUESTRA FAMILIA
ARYAN BROTHERHOOD
. BLACK GUERRILLA FAMILY

i G
%,\@‘*} CIF SOUEDAD . W
' HE BAKERSFIELD

008G« o

LANCASTER

ONIA%D
aNARD -
-~ *

ot O
Lox Blatid

OB ANSELESy
vOO™ "y,

OuvO0LOL AN
P R U TP IO VRV T

i Y aYaVe ww . O
ww QO v

_ o




SF 183-167
PAD:xvs

XI. INVESTIGATiON_AT FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

The following tattoos and emblems utilized by the
NF are as follows:

o

.Qﬁ&f

A,




Reprinted helow and on the toliowing page arc cmpiems whicn were .
noted within the inmate population by California prison authorities,
They include representations of the major prisen ganps as well as
terrorist and extremist organizations. Law enforcement agencies should-
be alert to these various emblems and insignia as a means of identifying
suspected niembers and ‘gang associates. Thesc items are also found on
letterheads and- other parnphemalxa used by prison inmates.

L3

MEXICAN MAF[A

EME
eMe
MM -
M
eEMme

AEW FIEXICAN HIAFTA SYHLOL

BLACK GUERRILLA
FAMILY

BGF BLA

ETERNAL
WAR”

NUESTRA FAMIL]

NFRL ] 333;

4| BurrerFry on nEEK

EL PASO TIP

EPT ePv
E$E

TEXAS SYNDICATE

olMuL’H l EL DASDTI‘

CRIFS PIRU |




SF 183-167
PAD:xvs

XV. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES CONCERNING THE NF
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‘MEXICAN MAFIA’ VS ‘NUESTRA FAMILIA®

Control Of 8.J. Crzmé
May Spark Gang War

PP PP PP W N

fornia’s prisons are locked in

¢ a death struggle for control
of the prisons and crime in
the street. So pervasive ‘has
their influepce become that
one veteran prison official
commented, “We have abont
as much control over the

, place as the cons allow us to

~ PPy AP NAAAA

%V Organlzed gangs In Cali——axercise.” For the past three f )
3

>

mounths, Mercury reporters .
Armando Acupa, Bill Ro- h
mano and Bob Weaver have 3,
probed deep into this under- ¢
world and the threat it em-
bodies for San Jose and oth- 1

er major California cities.
This series of articles is the
resualt of their investigation.

M e e g

i ' Copyright, 1975
i ¥ The San Jose Mercury  §
’ Two prison-spawned stre
angs are turning Californip
into a battlefield in an all-o
war, state law enforcement offi-
cials warn.

Part of the spoils is a flourish-
ing $8 milllon-a-month narcotics
trade that supplies the San Jose
area’s 4,700 heroin addicts.

Lawmen are concerned by re-

r ports that “Mexican Mafia”
“goldiers” -have been moving

i Into the San Jose area in recent
months, apparently preparing
for a power grab.

The Mafia members — most-
ly ex-convicts from the East Los
Angeles area — plan (o chal-
lenge their gang's chief rival,
“Nuyestra Familia” (“Our Fami-
ly" in Spanish) for control of
San Jose's street crime, an ex-
-pert on prison gangs revealed.

" The 850-member “‘Nuestira
| Famila” (NF) controls much of
4 the street crime in San Jose and
Northern California.
And, a document obtained by

¢ ————————— .
a team of Mercury reporte!

outlines the gang's plans to e:
pand its operations into a sta
crime network.

The document, written in pris-
on' by the top brass of the NF,
outlines the gang’s secret plans
to set up regiments in California
cities, complete with their own
banks. S

The gang’s “soldiers” wodld

* be expected to raise money for

the banks by holdups, burgia-
ries, sales of narcotics and
criminal action.

The NF blueprint also calls

for money to be pumped into le-
gxtlmate busmesses to provide

“soldiers™ with a “semi-retire-
ment” program.

The Mercury newsmen also
saw g copy of the “Nuestra
Familia’s™ execution list. It
calls for the deaths of 89 gang
defectors in and out 'of prison,

But the NF’s purge of its o
warriors may be slowed a bit %y
the *“Mexican Mafia's™” aectiwi-

“A heavy number of (Me}:i-
can) Mana members have bean

155
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’ f
B)%’!LE INSIGNIA? — This is prison-spawned gangs reportei-

thg “‘coat of arms” of the ly seeking contirel of stregt
“Nuestra Familia,” one of two crime in San Jose.
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moving into the area,” a gang
expert said. “When people like
that start moving in, it cap
meamn; only one thing — war.”

0] 2 of the most recent
cla between the two gangs
occurred on QOct. 9 i1n Bakers-
field. An assassination team —
suspected to be from the “Mexs-
can Mafia” — “execnted” a re-
puted NF member and his
younger brother. -

Twa men and a woman held
28-year-old Danny Reyes ang
his girlfriend captive in his
home. The waited un-
ti} Danny's brother, Ronald
lR:gves. 32, arrived seven hours
ater.

The brothers were handcuffed
and tied with ropes. The girl -
was tied to a bed.

Btoetgl men were stabbed re-
y and the younger broth-
maa shot five times. The girl-
frignd was not harmed.

wyers represen
pects in the killings have talked
the judge into closing hearings
in the ease, fearing for the de-
fendants’ lives,

In San Jose, police suspect
there has been at least one
gang-related killing and a num-
ber of stabbings.

'ie body of & young man —

apparently the victim of a gang
tion — was found in an or-

chatd in the eastern foothills.

And, in Santa Clara County
Jail, there has been a marked
increase in stabbing cases. Ex-
perts say some of these are
probably gang-related.

Tipped off to the potential
trouble, San Jose police say
they feel they'll be able to keep
tli:le lid on gang violence in the .
cily. )

'
i

They say NF members have
tojd them about the Mafia mov..
::g into :.ht:::ea, but until now

e repo ve not been con-
firmed r—

“The existence of prison
gaugs is & TavL™ Capt. Larry
Stuefloten said. “Many of these
people are coming out. It is nat-

ural to assume they are not

going to abandon their personal
gang friendships and loyalties
once they’re on the street.”

Still, San Jose police don’t ex-
pect a shooting war here in the
near future. Their observation
on this point, however, is at
odds with that of a pumber of
state prison gang experts,

And, Capt. Stuefloten con-
cedes the gangs are “definitely
something law enforcement has
to reckon with.”

One area of concern is the San
Jose drug scene. A narcotics of°
ficer revealed that a study of
dope usage reveals approxi-
mately 4,700 heroin addicts in
the area. The average junkie
uses $80 worth of heroin — “H”
or “smack” — each day.

“The NF isn't strong outside
prison,” he said. “They need
money to get their thing togeth-
er.”

But, the vast narcotics market
here may offer them a tempting
business opportunity,

Until recently, lawmen didn't -

know how big “Nuestra Fami-
lia” was on the outslde.‘

* But today, they estimate “con-

servatively” that San Jose is
home-base for 30 to 40 hard-
core NF members.

The “Nuestra Familia” mem-
bers — they have titles that
range from “soldado” or soldier

to captain or “padre” — are

called “farmers™ by the “Mexi-
can Matfia.”

Both organisatieas are pre-
dominantly Mexican-American
in membership.

157

The NF was formed in 1966
inside the walls of a state pris-
on, Its original aim was to pro-
vide the “farmers,” the C Ca-
nos who came from San X
Gilroy, Watsonville, .
the San Joaguin Valley, K}
defense against harassmeiit by
the “Mexican Mafia.” -

For a time there was an un-
easy peace between the two Chi-
cano groups within the prisons.
But, then, in 1968, vioclence
flared and the gangs declared
war on each other.

Although the war has been
bloody — complete with its
Mafia-style “contract” killings
— it has stayed within pris-
on system.

Outside the detentiod) facili-

ties, the “‘Mexican
Seemed content to control most
of the street crime in the pre-
dominantly Chicano East Los
Angeles area. ' ,

But then something
to the “Mexican Mafia.”

*The ‘Mexican Mafia’ met
with leaders of ‘Cosa Nostra’
(the Sicilian Mafia) and told
them they plannsd to take over
the state’s narcotics trade,” one
of the state’s top au

the prison gangs, said.
“They told the ‘Cosa|Nostra’
leaders they knew there 15

‘Cosa Nostra' people in prison in
California,” he continued. “They
told the *Cosa Nostra’ if the
Mexican group met with any re-
sistance in its plans for a state-
wide narcotics empire, the 15
would be executed in prison.”

The resuit?

“The ‘Cosa Nostra’ apparently
backed down. They've en
started using ‘Mexican Mafia’
members to do their dirty work
— as hit men (murder-for-|
specialists) and errand boys.”

afia”’ .
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That’s because Soledad is rec-
ognized as
thé NF. The “Mexican Mafia,"
m urban in ity membership,
has} spread Into Washington
staty, Arizona, New Mexico,
Michigan and even New York
State.

Authorities hesifate to guess
at its total membership, but
“conservative” estimates of the
Mafia's membership in Califor-
nia top 1,000. Sometimes known
as “Eme,” pronounced “Em-
ayy¥’ it holds control of San

ntin and Folsom,

e Eme and NF consider
Chino and San Luis Obispo as
kind of neutral territory. Both
organizations have issued orders
for their prison soldiers to kill
members of their opposition on
sight, a move that has led prison
aughorities to try to avoid as-

: 8 gang member to an In-
stifution controlled by a rival.

“4t's tough to do,” ome prison
officlal said. “You have to cate-
gorize a man as a possible Fam-
ily or Mafla member. If you ca-
tegorize him wrong, you are
sending him to his death.”

Slnee both organizations have
patterned themselves after the

“Cosa Nostra,” that death will | that correctional officials addhit

be j killing by .a gang member
wholhas been ordered to murder
the oy mer. ’

If

gang member rgfuses to
carry out his asSfghment, lead-
ers “put out & contract” for his
life and have him killed.

The lawman “Mexi-

adquarters wf-—qan Mafia” didn’t have the fi-

nesse of the older “Cosa Nof-
tra,” but “it makes up for any
lack of sophistication with b
;stuty. They’re a cold-blo

o .»

Lawmen feel the apparent
victory over the Mafta has giv-
en the gang an expansionisi
mood and that’s why they are

looking to the San Jose area for .

new territory.

Conflict is not new between
the two groups.

In 1886, “Nuestra Famitih"
was formed during a meetingiat
Palm Hall at the California In-
stitution for Men at Chino.

Since then, there have been
stabbings, exXecutions and one
incident in November of 1968 in
which soldiers of the two rival
gangs clashed io an all-out bat-
tle ingside San Quentin. Seven-

teen convicts were hospitgllzed.

During a two-year pertod, 57
persons were murdered and 300
stabbed in prison. This year{ to
date, there have been nine Rill-
ings and 22 stabbings at a e
institution.

That prison, Deuel Vocational
Institution, is one of the prisons

is controlled by “Nuestra Fami-

lia,” smaller of the two Chicano.

gangs. : &

State Senate investigators
have identified the top man, or

“Nuestro General,” of the NF as

Robert (Babo) Sosa, an ex-con-
vict who lives in San Diego.

Although the N¥' constitution
~ a handwritten document that
was smuggled from prison to
prison — says the gang shall be
headed by someone in p .
lawmen believe Sosa hasre-
tained control. If the constitu-
tion were followed, the mautle
of auth would rest on

“Death Row™” Joe Gonzales, a
Soledad inmate.
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Weapons Cache
| Unearthed Here

A four-month search for an elu-
sive cache of weapons -
Wedncsday when San Jos

yard of an East home.
The arms and

“We knew they had guns some-
where but they were continually
moving the cache,” said an officer.
“We think we have the bulk of
their long guns now.”.

The stash, conststing of 10 shot-

s and rifles and 100 rounds of.

pssorted shells andgbullets, were
found buried behimd a house at
3223 Blue Mountain lgma

The ground had been dig up in
the entire yard and the dirf raked,
over to disguise the hiding place]
reporied Officer Robert Jones.

At least two of the guns we
confirmed as “stolen,” takep in
residential break-ins here and in
Santa Clara, hte added.

The weapons were wrapped in
blankets and packed in a wooden.

e Blue Mountain Drive ad-
dress.

Neither offered any resistance.
“They were quite cooperative,”
Jones said, Eight plainclothesmen
and uniformed officers participal-
ed in th early-morning raid.

§ Nuestra Familia (Our Family)
- Is a statewide gang operating
and out of California’s penal insti-
¥ tutions, believed responsible for a
number of robberies, burglaries
and other crimes. It i3 comprised
exchsively of convicts and ex-con-
vigs,

* . San Jose police began investi-

gating NF activity here last fal1
ading to numerous arrests o
uspected gang members. Th
‘weapons Seizures and arres
Wednesday were part of the con-
finuing crackdown.

The NF has reportedly been
forming a Mafia-like organization
in this and other California cities
to control prison narcotics traffic
and other prison activities
throughout the state system.

In add:tion to his booking at
County Jail on weapons charges,
sReyes was placed under a parole
i hold. He was discharged from pris-,
on last summer, authorities re.

sport. i 159

Police suspect the recovered
weapons were to be used in crimes
or in conflictS withrrival gangs.
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A :
ARMS HA San Joge police ralded

suspected Nuestra Familn (NF) members Wedvesday
and uncovered an nryezel of weapous, Avecund 1§D
ropnds of ammumition ged gong shown above wars foumd
buried in the backyard, The N¥ , & prisci-ugserl sivepi
gaug, Is believed respeasivie for numerovs brupiaries,
rubberies and ofer-cvimes.
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Quentin
! 'Lockup” '}

ﬁ Continves |

A general lockup of all
2800 San Quentin prison
inmates continued for the
second day yesterday,
following four stabbings
Friday and Saturday.

There have been 46 stab-
bings at the Marin counly
institution this year. Prison-

er Patrick Duran, 28,

cg a [uve-year term for ca

thelt, died Saturday in thi:.

most serious incident.

Two other prisoners were-
reported in “good condition-

dgy, while a third stabbed

Sifturday refused treatment. -
s, Prion officials believe the -
e .

vidlence is caused by a pow- -

a%the prison hospital yester-

er shruggle between ¢
Mexican Ameriean prisol
gangs. ) eL
The two groups are eall
Nuestra Familia or Qur
Tamilia, ang the Mexican
Maifa, which has no relation-
ship with the infamous Sici-
lian group. officials said.

Prison asuthorities are

questioning 14 inmates about
the four stabbings. Three
stabbings reported earlied
lasl: week apparently web%

not{ connected to the feud be. -
twien the rival gangs, ang

priton officials are still puz-

zted by these earlier as-
suaults. s
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"‘Gur Most Serious '
& Problem--

The bloody prison war beiween the Mexican
Mafia aod Nuestra Familia "is one of our most seri-
ous problems,” says Raymond Procunier, director of
the Depurtment of Corrections.

With more than 50 inmates dead and over 500
injured in behind - the - bars violence in'the past five
years, Procunier defends the indefinite lock-up of

gang leaders as the only preventive measure left to -

prison of(icials.

“We cannot tolerate the leve] of violence we had
last year."” he said, referring to the deaths of 35
inmates and the mjury of more than 200 in 1872,

“We have toughened security and the fatal vi
dence is down this year.”

{ Invarigbly, such measures as 2¢ hour solita
keonfinement for pang leaders with longer terms or
fewer paroles hag led fo charges of repression by
prison reform groups.

“The act of locking somebody up is certainly
repressive,”” admits a spokesman for Procunier.
“But that doesh't take into consideration the fact
‘hat these mien are convicted criminals and they
have to be locked up for the protection of the in-
matee~win don't participate in gang activitiagioe
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. during a prison movie Fri-

. of either the “Mexican Ma-
ﬁli" or Nuestra Famitia

- ish surname prisoner groups

i ons were beginning. a
“olassification” procedul
' yesterday to determine

RS

{Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Behind thi-"Soledutzl |

‘Prisoner Transfers

moved from Soledad — on| count last week was 20,054
“bus lherapy” as it is, — more than 1200 higher
fermed in prison — was rep- than the prison system itselt

resentstive of at least one had anticipated for thistime
major new trend in Califor- this year.

nia prisons, a trend that in _ Prison authorities, reluc-
the last year has seen the tant-to bequoted, butreg;g—
prison system shift from a nizing the trend themselves,
steadily declining population
to one that is rapidly in- lation is not attributably to

creasing. ; an increase in court commit-

1t is particulariy apparent { ments.

at San Quentin, where Jast | Rather. there seem to be

year. a modern jow of 1426 two major reasons — first,
prisoners were housed. To- an increase in parole viola-

day, that number is up to tons and, secondly. a newer

2108, and many of them ave ‘g6t tough™ atlitude by the
seen as “troublemakers” Adult Authority.
sent to San Quentin for secu- I the prison population

rity reasons. keeps rising and Is partof a

Just a year ago, the stale new more rigid philosophy
prison system was being in state corrections, it could
touted for its apparently lib. have some implications for
ieral trend in putting more Some -of the state’s most
inmates out on the street elaborate plans, #
sooner and in leaning away _ San Quentin, for examplp, -
from old hastions of correc- i still technically.due to lle
tions such asSan Quentin.  closed in June of 1975 and lje

But that has changed, and Teplaced by one of two
rather dramatically, $jx 80-man maximum-security
tat have been mvoived in _years ago. at the start of a prisous to be built in the
2'blood fend for more than | liberal” trend in California state. )

a year. corrections, the state prison _ Only modest planning has

KILLINGS population stood at an all- S0 far been done on thase

Prison authorities say 18 ime high of some 29,000 twosx;ew_msmutiom, howev-
killings in 1972 alone were |y er. So, given the rise of the

ity { Largely because of a more inmate population, the feasi-
:q‘.l;:‘i'l.:!;glble to the prison ¥ bility of actually c'losing San

relaxed attitude by the Adult’ Quentin in 1975 is in-doust™
Prisonce support groups, Authority in giving men pa- Q e )
however, have suggested

roles and a general, if
that- authorities are over- vague, policy toward giving
reacting and rounding up

inmates an earlier break,

inmates considered undesir- the inmate population began
able for a variety of reasons 3 {o decline.

from writing to actual gang } By 1ast year, it was down

igndership. to fewer than 19,000 — a

iThe “war” between theg p i dern low - and the talk

Mafia and the Family, erit- . .
45 contend. is being usedag ¥as of closing many priso
in the state. Some, partic

an excuse for a tougher at- farly minimum camp fact
t 1, p acii
titude in general of prison ties, were closed. ‘

anthorities,
REVERSAL

*~APPARENT
The case of the 40 men - Yel, Within months, the
. trend Teveried itself. The

By Tim Findley

Authorities at San
Quentin and Folsom pris-

the gang war roles of 40 say the rising inmate pdpu-

inmates nwved out of So-

Wddad prison over the
geekend.

4 The 40 were all sent ouf of
oledad after an incident

day In which three imuates
__ were §tabbed,
A none fatally.
Twenty-
three of the
40 were sent
{0 San Quen-
tin and 17
went tv Folsom. Authorities
at Soledad said all 40 were?®
suspected of being members

News
Analysis

(New Family)—rival Span-
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Soledad
Feud: moog
Tsolated

Soecial to The Eyaminer

SOLEDAD ~ About half
of Soledad Prison's 2300 in-
mates remained locked up
today in the wake of. anoub-
break of stabbings and beat-
ings stemming from a feud
between rival inmate gangs.

Forty Mexlean-American
inmates were transferred
out of Soledad late y .

. San Quentin received
the men, The rest went
ther state prigon facilities.®
*Some 1100 meninthe
on’s central section

One Critical
One inmate, Geraldfia-
mos, 25,
Invohmtary. manslaughter

{from Los Angeles, remained
in critical condition yester-
day at the prison hospital

with tweo. wounds in the

'%’ower Struggle
*A power struggle is going
on hetween the two groups,”
Curtis said. He said the feud

nds throughout the sta
irison system.
i Prison officials blamed

dounters between the

. gangs for 18 of 35 prison -
slayings in.California last

year.
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; Bloody Chicano

War in Prisons

By Robert Hollis

{Mouvn1 Clipping in Spoco Below)
Vi B ———— Familia,” noted lbi-invesii-

gator. Nuesira Familla,
Our Family as it translatej;,
is the other major Chica
1gang struggling for suprerjl-
iacy within the prison sy¥-
tem

Roverto Medina is locked
away in an isolation cell in
San Quentin's adjustment
center and is thus temporar-
ily safe {from Mafia “hit
men.”

La Mafia de Mexicanosjs

Sap Quentin guards found Edward Salino Lopez’ muiti- gegcribed by Guthrie as the
lated body beneath a pile of bloody towels in the shgwer mggt powerful prison gaflg

room of the prison gynasium.

" Death was atitibuted to a
massive skull fracture al-
thouzh he could have aseas-
ity died from the four deep
kitife wounds in his upper
!ﬁn; back,

Around lus neck was a
garrote- like iasttument 4
keep the 30 year.old robbe
D om crying ont.

‘Nothing Unusual’

About 50 inmates were in
the gymnasium at the time.
None reported seeing any-
thing unusual,

The May 29 killing of Lo-
pez was the first inmate
dgath of the year al San

entin, although not the
ﬁz"st convict death siate-
Wide.

Lopez was a “‘brother* jn
the *Mexican Mafia,” ac-
cording to Lee DeBord, then
the prison information ol‘fi—i
cer. Lopez’ brutal murder.

series of knifings, clubbings
angd drug deaths credited to
lhe two -feuding - Chicano
gangs in the California penal
gystem.

&1t i3 a blood-fueled war of
survival, jn the, words of

was another in a conﬁnuingﬂ‘

. Phil Guthrie, public infor-

*organs

matiop officer De-

partment of Co; ons,

Amnihilation

“They'll keep stickin
eachi other until one si

_wipes out the other,"” said &

Mission District Chicano ex-

- convict who spent two years

al San Quentin. )
. In early August. John
Medina Jr.. a 43 year ¢
Los Angeles parole violatoy,
was attacked in broad dajr-
light in the center of the
Quentin main exercige yard.
Seconds later, Medina lay
on the hot tarmac with four
deep slashes. close to vital
in his neck and
chest. For two days he lay
near death in the prison hos-

Prison infurmatiorn offjcer
Bill Nyherg termed the Me-
dina attack “revenge.”

A Brother

A Department of Correc-
tons investigator explained:
<"He just happened tobe tfje
brother of Roberto ‘Darijy’
Medina and they tried to
him.”

Roberto Medina is a rank-

in the history of the Calii¢r-
nia penal system. An est-
mated 200 of the state’s21,-
500 inmates are members.
They exert influence with-
in the system far beyond
their numbers. ‘Members of
the gang are drawn from the
urban Chicano ghettoes —
or barrios — of Los Angeles
an}t}ueSgFrF uxa fith a
e Familia, w
few more “heavy TrOmErY”

ing leuteframt<nr “Nuestra A

165
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than the Mafia on jts mem-

berstpr=1olls, is now five
yiats old. I'amlilia members The Aryan Brotherhood,  brotherhood.

as of California where group of

White.Gang

violence-prone

jme largely {rca rurax a neo-Naz,. white racist'
re

: %ﬁavy ‘coucentrations of ex-motorcyclists, has lossely.

despite his nanie., has lost
none of his power in the

About 130 miles to the
north. Joe Morgan, a con-
victed murderer, counts the

ican-Americans gather aligned itself with the Mexi-' days until his release from

to harvest crops.

The two organizatlons rep- ,,

resent something new in the
criminal history of the siate.

Reaching Streets

For the first time, said
Jake Gunn, associate war-
den at Folsom prison, pris.
on-bred gangs are forming

ecan Mafia.

They kill or maim under
contract” for the Mafia.
To meet this challenge,

Familia members have tem- ¥ " e
porarily - alied. themselves j|j passes through the remarka. equivalent of & writ of ha-

vith some of the more vi-j

Chino state prison.
.. Morgan is not of Mexicani

American ancestry. Ne -
ertheless, his word, as i.

bly efficien! prison immate

Demerida, his mj
cording o Baja
sourees.
California prison invesfi-
gators believe Buckley wis
paying about $60,000 8 year
Mexican police officials to
keep from being extradited
north on the heroin charge.
Mrs, Demerida, according
to a judieial state policere-
port, possessed a Mexican

FERE: ol
ice

beas corpus. which was

lent members of the Black # communication system,. is -signed by a Mexican judge
&beraﬁon' Army cadre in law to any Mexican Mafia and thus prevented her ar-

e prison system.
The result Is an explosive

syndicates that are reaching situation which has prompl.

the streets,

ed extraordinary .secunty

; Mafta — measures by Department.of
?atk::z tthh: Sicillan cﬁl:: Corrections officials.

rganization — {5 sesking to

onopolize the heroin t'rade |

from Mexico.
According

now controls 20 to 30
f all the heroin smugk

to 11.S. and ¢an border city of Tijuana,
T e orcement e Eamindo Sanches said 2
e Mexican Maf:; Pasa, alias Eduardo Gonza-
lez Cortez, sits and stares
through ilie bars of La Mesa

X ok |
Outside the squalid Mexi-

into the state acress owr prison.

southern border,

Buckley faces charges of

And within every prisonin killing Roberto R. Parra on

the state one or the other Aug, 21, 1972, according to
gang almost completely the Mexican Judicial State
dominates the inmate rack- Police. He is a fugitive from
els —~ narcotics, homosexual California where he is
prostitution and *favors” charged with possession of
from corrupt guards. 80 cunces of heroin, _

{ Department of Corrections  Until Jast month, Buckley :

brother,
Raised in Barrio
He was raised in Maravil-
fa, on the edge of the East
Los Angeles barrio,_ largest

in the.state. "
“He talks like a Chicano.

he acts like a Chicano. |
therefore he is a Chicano.” .
Department  of

Corrections investigator.

Morgan is considered the
most powerfu] leader in the
Mexican Mafia behind bars
in California. He is currently
in Chino as a parole violator .
from his previous murder,

conviction. l

*x x X

That Harry Gamhoa Buck-
ley could live openly !ess'
than two blocks from a po-

uhdercover  investigators, ' . living openly in Mexico, tice station in Tijuana <heds

1.S. Customs officials, fed-
ral narcotics officers and
police from Marin County to

Tijuana all spoke with The

Examiner in a three ntwonth
investigation of the prison
war and the growing.power
of the gangs. The picture is
bleak.

Of -the 35 inmates who died
violently in the California
prisons last year,.at least 25

re casualties of the Chi-
-quno war. .
iIn 1972, 106 of the 218 in-
ates stabbed, clubbed: or
intentionally poisoned with
drugs were linked to the
gang visieneew

?ﬁrst in Tijuana and- later in gt i A
{Asua Prieta in the Mexican both political and financial,
istate of Sonora.

Buckley. 52, is believed to
be. one of the fop memberg
of the Mexican Mafia south
of the border, As sach, he
was a major source for 89
percent pure Mexican brown
heroin smuggled to the ur.
ban centery of Californi»

Still Powerfu. 166

Although now in prison
and facing a possible sen.
tence of more than 20 years
for murder, California.inves.
tigatory think Buckley, of .
Mexitarmtrican ancestry |

some light on the power,

of the Mexican Mafia. }

The convicted robber. €ji-
cape artist and dope dealfr
had been last arrested In
Los Angeles on July 11, 1971,
with a heroin cache weorth
lover $220,000 at street
iprices.

The next day. belore a De-

artment of Corrections pa-
role officer could place a
hold on him, Buckley was
bailed out of the Lus Angeles
County jail.

He fled south to the Ti-,

juana area. They ved

into a hovse wilh Daniela
. 7.

rest on any charge.

Bad Heroin
Buckley’s protection. did
not cover murder, however.
On a hot. cloudless sum-

mer day last year, Roberjo
Parra, at one time the larfy-
est heroin dealer in the S
Diego area. came to
looking for Bueckley.

“Buckley had cheated
Parra out of eight onnces of
bad heroia ana he (Parra)
lost $4000 on the deal,” the
Mexican Judicial Police re-
port states. )

Parra snd a friend, Gil-
berto Guerrero, appeared at
Buckley's* home and became

embroiled in a heated
ment over the alleged
burn,

Parra pulled '8
38 revolver and fired at
Buckley. Buckley, though
wounded in the left stomach
and right leg. managed to
grah the revolver and fatal- .
kv wound Parra. Mexican
police said.

Bleeding heavily, Buckiey
fled in an auto with Mrs, De-
merida. The woman was.
dropped-off at a local police
station (an odd place to
stop, but unexplained)
Buckiey drove east to
Prieta where he was treat
for his wounds by friends,

Then last mogth he.re-
turned to Tijuana. He was




inuugdjam),z arrested by un-
dercover agents of the Judi-
vial Police and chargeg with
muider.

*

, *  k

“he Mexican Matia system
fol' running heroin across
{ie border is simple and
foolproof. 1t might be de-
suribed as a self-help pro-
gram for ex-convicls.

A Southern Californfa De-f: o

partment of Corrections in
vestigator described it thi
way:

“Suppose you've just been
released from Quendin with

15 in your pocket. You gofo

e L.A. area and look up
Your brothers who all served
ﬁime with you.

“They supply you with g
cat, some clothes and alit-
tle bread.

" vYou jump in your car
and head for TJ., .
-First Time

“Now this is the first time
you're huying dope in Mexi-

1. You've sure to get ripped

[ because everybody gets

pped oft the first time they

jring some money ioto Mex-
e,

“But your Mafia brothers
can contact a member of the
organization and he'll front
vutt the dope on consign-
nent. .

“You take the stuff north
gnd sell it jn L.A. or Frisco
ind then you return the
ghkim to the vrganization.”

The “'skim” is usually 10
percent of the money earned
from sireet sales of the her-
oin, narcotics afficers said.

That noney, deposited in
bank acceunts in the names
of ranking Mafia members,
s used to expand the dope
suggling network or to pay
*of{ certain Mexican officials.

* % &

Jimymy Lopez, @ 32 year

old Chin- state prison parol
ee, found oul the hard .way

¢

what it's likede-ttgapd burn
the Malia.

Lopez and **Colorade” Jne
Arias. a parolee from San
Ouentin. met in the spring of
1972 in the Los Angeles ares
Thev decided thai an ideal

market for heroin lay in the
San Fernande Valley, home
for a large Mexican-Amer-
fcan community, '
Arias, a ranking Maha
eitenan{, was supplied
with a late.mode! black Lin-
coln along with clothes and
money by. organization fin-
anciers, said a Department
of Corrections investigator.
In late summer, the pair
journcyed to Tijuana where
they met Albert “*Beto” Ra-
mirez, then another Mafia
heroin dealer established in

|

~

money. went fooking for
his former partier..

On Sept. 16. 1872, River-
side County. deputies {ound
Lopez’ batiered body in
some scrub bushes in Reche
Canyon.

The killer first shot his
victim in. non.vital areas.}-
Then, while Lopez was
kneeling. he was worked
over wilh a screwdriver.
Finally, he was shot in the
head and heart.

“If you give the Mafia a
bad name or you burn the
Mafia. there’s only one pun--
ishment and that's death,” a
Riverside County investiga-
tor said. Arias is sought for
the Lopez murder,

* * x
Mexican Mafia or Nuestra

the Bullring area of the Familia heroin dealers work

town.

‘ Fugitive

Ramirez is a fugitive from

in every nmajor California
population ecenter. prison in-
vestigators believe,

Mafla territory includes

California wanted in San San Franciseo (primarily in

Bernardino County for her- the Mission District), Los

oin sales.

Eight- ounces of the fami- no and Bakersfield.

liar brown Mexican narcotic

1.

Angeles, Sacramento, Fres-

Familia dealers are

was consigned 10 Arias and | known to serve SanJose, the
Lopez by Ramirez. Arias{ Imperial Valley and Oxnard.

and Lopez relurned to the

Likewise, the two gangs

Mafia and the Fgglglla g‘art-
ed at'San Quenfin m P
tember, 1968, over fifty lea

gangs have heen Litled if;
state prisons, Guthrie said.
_ Another 200 non-fatat kni
ings and beatings have heen
linked to the bloody itrug-

* * %

The war almost ended ma
truce. until a fatetu! Decem-
ber day last year in the
maximum security section
of Chino prison.

Rudy “Cheyenne™ Cadens

was returning from a meal
when his body suddenly
‘qlummeted from a third
ier walkway in the prison’s
adjustment center,
Although Cadena’s hea
smashed into the con
foor, he never felt 1.
convicted robber and m
derer was dead before he
the ground, '
When guards reached the
Mi,n there were over 50
slashing knife wounds from

] Cadena's head to waist,

¢ ‘Set Up
“He had been set wp,”

San Bernardino area where ' have divided up Califorvia’s 8aid a prison investigator,
. they went into business m prisons.

August, 1972, investigators
say. )

and a number of other per-

sons were arrested outsidea Soledad, Duel \’Ocational fn-
san Bernardino drug store slitite in_ Trnc} and C,ﬂﬂo‘s
for shoplming. Arias was rehabijlitation center.

out of town at the time.

The following day, bopu}
fwvas bailed out of jail and,

disappeared in the 1967 Ply-, San Quentin aeans gung
imouth he was using at the' leaders run the rackets:

time, )
Trung Loadea

In the Plymouth’s trunk,
investigators believe, was a
cache of three ounces of un-
¢t heroin and $2000in cash.

Arias. upon returning to
town, discovered Lopez had
absconded Witrthedope and

167 roo ipressed and starched:

Rackets in Folson and San
Quentin prisons are both :

members control rackets in

‘Hit’ is Proof

milia.
leader of the Mafia, he had

*“They got him whea be least
expected it.”

At the time of his death,

In early September, Lopez Mafia controlled. Familia {Cadena was trying to forge

an end to hostilities between
the Mafla and Nuestra Fa.
As the undisputeg

seat word to dozens of other
Matia leaders asking thei

Controt of a prison like Fiews on a truce.

|
dope. canteen ducats, bona-

denims, cigarettes {used as
prison currency) and homo-
sexual prostitution.

New inductees in either
group are usually required

Irocically, when Cadén

ilied, investigators le:

he was unaware that most
brotherhood members were
violently opposed to a truce.

Coded Messages

Chino guards, it was lat
fo prove themselves by mak. 'earned, knew Cadion 7o

ing a “hit” ‘against an or-
ganizalion enenYrmre——
Since the war betweén the

i



)

receiqu messages in
his mail. In the weeks be-
fore his death, many per.

sgnal letters were withheld. ?
Revenge was not longinﬁ
¢ ming.

On Christmas day, 1972, at
Soledad prison, Frank “Cis-
co” Villalobos -and Pablo
“Bennie”” Najera were
hacked to death with pris-

on-made knilves in separate
but simultaneous attacks.

Both were ranking Fami-
lia lleutenants.

* * %

The Department
rrections has taken dra
steps,

Every known leader of ei-
ther the Mafia or the Fami-
lia today is locked i aniso-
lation cell in whatever pris-
on he is housed. Each indi-
vidual is segregated from
e general prison popula-
-tion and must eat and exer-
cise under strict supervi-
sion, Guthrie said.

pMembers of the organizy-
t{pns no longer behind ba
aie being kept under surv
idnce. :

Attacks Continue

Nonetheless, while fatali-
ties are down inside the
walls. inmate attacks contin-
ue. At last count, 32 inmates
have been beaten or stab
at San Quentin since thd

st of the year. :

Other prisons show simft
Lir statistics.

“A Mafia type in the deep-
est, darkest hole at Folsom
can order the death of a
man anywhere in the slate,”,
ndted one ex-convict.

ISome Depariment o

rrections  investigatory
who have been close to the
two Chicago graups-for (he

past two  vears. complain

that many state officlals and

local police agencies do not

tealize the power of the

Officials are hampered
a wall of silence from the
Mesxican-American commu-
nity, usually™ TRE™VIttim of

Eagle adapted from Mexican emblem; “E ME" is Spanish for “M,

nwch of the expa!mﬁ!zang
activities.

A Los Angeles woman Lg'o
witnessed the death of hir
husband at the hands of t
Mafia leaders told police she

gangs. .
i would testify against the
Wall of Silence E Yok
by

pair. Shortly afterwards, hﬁr

son was murdered. .
“Now she's like a zufd-

bie.”? said a prison investig-

tor. “She wot't talk to any- -
“Whertrend®

body."”
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 Mexima fia?
Vast Swindle
Suspected

Washingion Post Service

SACRAMENTO - Officials

" voice growing concern that mil-

, lions of dollars in state, federal
and Jocal funds for social pro-
grams are being diverted through-
out California into the hands of
Chicano-run, Mafia-style organiza-
iions.

Their concern was sparked by
the Feb. 17 murder near the Sac-
ramento Metropelitan Airport of a
South Pasadena woman. Ellen
Anne Delia had been shot. gang-
land-style, three times jn the back
of the head.

- Later, it became known that
: Mrs. Delia, the estranged wife bf
: the operator of a halfway house in

1.08 Angeles, was on her way hee
to tell officials what she knew
~ about the misapplication of feder-
1 al and state funds and fraud in so-
cial programs in the barrios. A
. triefcase of documents, which she
¢ said supported what she knéw, was
missing when her body was found.
No one knows just what she had
to tell. Her husband, himself a sus-
pect in her murder, later reporteg-
Iy told heaith department officiags
¢ and legislatofs that she had pog-
sessed canceled checks from t
! operators of drug-rehabilitation
! + ‘programs to gang figures.

»

amounting to as much as $1,000 a
month per counselor, that go into
the pockets of Chicano mobsters.

In addition, methadone report-
edly is being siphoned from drug
treatment programs and sold on
the street.

“It’s bound to be going on wher~
ever there are programs like this,
in all the citles,” said a law en-

. forcement. official who asked got

* to be identified. “That’s where
money is.»

., - The gangs themselves were
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! spurred

The stakes are high. California’s
*poot reccive more than a tenth of~—ficitles, Chicanos have begun 1o

Qe health and welfare dolitrs
‘wpent in the United States. Drug-
'P‘rehabilitation programs currently
"appear to be the focus of inter-
gang action. About $40 million an-
nually, counting federal grants
Jrom the National Institute of
Drug Abuse and the Law Enforce-

{ ment Assistance Administration, is

ispent&n California. -

The possible loss of such sums
Health and Welfare Secre-
tary Mario Obledo to vequest on
Friday that federal officials as
well as Los Angeles authorities
join a state task force probing the
loss of funds to mob action.

For months reports have circu-
lated in the barrios that, for in-
stance, the operators of some pre-

health-plan programs funded

by the state were being forced to
ay a “head” tax to the mob on
cach patient they saw. .

Othier sources in East Los Ange-
les.zay that halfway houses, which
afe meant to provide treatment
for drug addicts and ease the tran-
sition from prison to normal life,
are being strong-armed into pay-
ng “ghost counselors” salaries,

As hlacks have in major East-

attempt to wrest control of organ-
ized crime from the older Italian
Mafia in California, One inform-
ant, only recently out of prison,
said 'the Jtalian Mafia had passed
the word in the state institution
that Nuestra Familia and EME
could fight it out for control, and
“ta the victor belong the spoils.”- .

The war has been bloody. In
1975, according to Charles E. Ca-
sey, head of the Organized Crime
and Intelligence Branch of the
California Department of Justice,
20 murders were traceable to in-
fer-gang rivalry; 16 of those oc-
curred in prisons. But in 1976
there were 75 such murders, and
all but 14 occurred on the streets.

That has led t6-g climate of fear
in East Los Angeles, where one
barrio figure refused to talk to re-
porters at all, saying, “If it go

! gut, it could get me killed. I have

been threatened and my family
has been threatened, and if it go
out, 1 would have to leave here or
they would kill me.’ .
| -Other longtime observers- in
East Los Angeles report that the
leaders of community programs

; e
:formed in California’s priso
,Self-protection units, Ti;:ey b':esgaa:

to spill out of the prisons in 1972.

The twq main gangs are *“Nues-
tra Familia" (Our Famity), which
is composed mainly of rural Chi-
canos from Califarnia’s Central

Yal!ey. and “EME” pronounced

en?m§h." as In the Spanish pron-

unciation of the letter “M.” Com-
posed -of urban Chicanos from

East Los Angeles, EME is also
cajled the Mexican Mafia, or
sometimes “Emilys Brothers.”

_As long as three years ago offi-
cials were warning that the orga-
nizations were moving to the
sfreets, but there was no real con.

T until recently, when they ap-
pyrently began a gangland turf

r over the control of hard-drug

traffic and funds for social pro-
grams, ——

appear to be intimidated and are
not-talking about the situation.

In Los Angeles Thursday, Police
Commander Ray Ruddell said “at
least five and possibly more” mur-
ders .are linked to Get Going, the
halfway house operated by Mrs.
Delia-and her husband, Michasl.
Later police officlals said the fiz-
ure could go as high as 10. The

alfway
Iocks-ssath of Los Angeles City

171

house, situated just a few -

Hall and state buildings, has be-
come the focus of the torf war be-
tween two factions of EME,
Michael Delia reportedly is b
the side of EME, although he alf
bas ties to the oider Sicilian }
in East Los Angeles. He was taken
into custody with six other Chi-
cano Mafia figures on Thursday,
then was released on $7,500 bail,
- charged with possession of a ,38-
; caliber pistol and two “balloons”
l of heroin. - .

{ At a press conference that day -
- officers said the six had been
linked to a series of crimes be-
tween ‘Jan. 15 and Feb. 1
thloughout California. The offi
wguld not publicly speculate

w%t crimes they were. ~
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» 3 Chicanos ¢
Executed On

Fresno Road

FRESNO (AP) -~ Three Mexi-
can-American males were found
dead Sunday on a rural road about
five miles east of here—each with
-2 single gunshot wound to the
fead, sheriffs deputies reported.

The victims, all believed in their
carly twenties, have not been iden-
ilified, said Lt. Richard Pierce. i
{ “There have been a series of in-
cidents down here of similar
type,” Pierce said. “Whether this
is connected I don't know.”

Pierce said authorities believe a
feud between two gangs, the Mexi-
can Mafia and La Nuestra Fami-
lia, to be responsible for a recent
chain of crimes in the area. -

“That feud is going on all over
fCentral California,” Pierce
‘claimed.

The three men were found Sun’
day at § a.m. by ranch owners on
an entrance road leading to their
property, he said. :
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“Gang-Style

Slaying In

Morgan Hijll

MORGAN HILL -~ iroy

was gunned down es-

, day aftersoon in 2 gafigland-style
slaying here.

.

will Investigate possible Nuestra
Familia ties with the xihpotingqie

Garza was shot in the abdojnen.

with & 12-gauge shotgun at djose
range. . :
They said one of the suspects
iapparently shot Garza as he wor-
_thed at a radial saw located in an
¢ "open area just outside a ham radio
equipment manufacturing plant.
- Richard Collier, magager for
KLM Electronics at Laurel Road

near East Dunne Avenue, where'

Garza was employed, said he
heard the blast of the shotgun and
two guieter sounds as if from
. handguns.
Collier said he knew of no rea-
san for the shooting.
Police closed in quickly and pffi-
br Richard Vasquez, with jgun
awn, took the three suspectsinto
clistody at the scepe of the shoot-

£
Collier said that Garza had beer
employed as-a mechanical assem-

§ bler.at-¥LM for the past_twc
. years. «"’w

s -

]
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after the shoot- -
25, of 7620

Three suspecfs’,.:‘t:'é fn police cus-
tody. . .
Police acknowledged that they
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gSuspemn attempted’fhurde

‘called Nuestra Familia

A man police identified as the top Nuestra
Familia member in the San Jose area has beett
arrested for suspicion of attempted murder gnd
assault with a deadly weapon.

Arthur Rocke Beitran, 25, of 1368 Dub{irt
Lane, Apt. 4, was arrested shortly before niid-
night Suuday at Hecker Pass highway and Wat-
sonville road west of Gilroy by Santa Clara »
County Sheriff's deputies.

a San Jose Police detectives, who obtained a
I $100,000 arrest warrant for Beltran Friday,
*\¢ identified him as a lieutenant and top-ranking

- member of the San Jose Nuestra Familia.
Beltran was arrested in connection with the

shooting of one man in San Jose Feb 26,

and the stabbing of another man here M 4,
Both men recovered from their woun:

Beitran and two other persons were

after a routine car stop.

One of the passengers was Guadalupe g,

24, of 1314 Santee Drive. She Ts the %fe of An-

Thony Rocha, 25 arrested last. Tuesday with two

other persons for suspicion of the gangland-style

§ slaying of Flavio Garza, 25, in Morgan HilL

!L Mrs. Rocha was booked into the Womens’ De-

' tention Facility at Elmwood for suspicion of car-
rying a concealed weapon after deputies repo:
ed finding & .22-caliber pistol on her when
was arrested.

Also arrested with Beltran was Richard Carrj-
s053, 41, of 750 Deimas Street, for suspicion of
parole violation. )

' San Jose detecitves Dalton Rolen and Buck
Ballard said warrants were issued Friflay for
Beltran and Phillip Pablo Lopez, 25, of 14090
Woodbaven Dr,.in connection with the stabbing
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" and shooting. et V4

o

Lopez ‘was arreste,
ong wi.th ames Ro

o u 14}
robbery.

picion of armed

Beltran and Lopez were booked for suspicion
of attempted murder and assault with a deadly
wea w0

The Feb. 26 incident took place outside the '

Baleony Loungie on East Julian street when Ar-

“thur Hernandez was shot with a .30-caliber hang-

gun.
The March 4 incident involved the stabbing of
Leonard Mejia, 23, near Spring and Hedding
streets, f
oth crimes as well ag the Morgan Hi})
daf last week are believed %o be connected wi
thit Nuestra Familia, a prison-based Chicang
g. O .

17%




—

IR IR s, A R e e e

{Mount Cllpping In Space Below)

[ TNDIIIR R AT U O o R 2L R s

|

By BILL ROMANO
Staft Writer

Four alleged Nucstra Familia
(N.F.) enforcers suspected of
trying to intimidate a witness
wejle scooped up by San Jose po-
licg} and jailed Thursday.

e group was arrested on an
East Side street corner as they

juspected Prison-Gang ‘Enforcen
Arrested Near Home of Witness *

rode away from the victim's
home. ,

There were no weapons report-
ed found in their antomobile.

Lt. Don Ewing said the quartet
was seen three times driving slow-
11y past the vietim's residence.

“People in the neighborhdod
have been on the Jookout for.sudpi-
cious activity and they calledjus

. immediately. A unit in the field

nearby at the time made the
stop,” he said.

ng N.F- 5
Beltran and a fellow member of
the same prison-based street gars,
Phillip Pablo Lopez, 25, have
charged with attempted mard
and assault in connection with the
shooting and stahbing of two N.F.
outcasts here in recent weeks.

Paroled from state prison Jast
November, Beltran was reported
to have been assigned the task of
gitting an N.F. chapter started
atnong gang members living in
S4n Joaquin County.

{is name has been linked with
the death of an N.F. “soldier”
slain there earlier this year, a kfil-
ing for which two Gilroy mipn

were later arcested and charged. b

8an Jose police arrested Lopez
here March 25. Beltran wag picked
up two days later.on a $100,000
warrant while driping over Pache-

into custody here

identifted aé Rob-
: . royp
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: Deuel Removes Inmates |

f To Avoid ‘Bloodbath’

Some 40 inmates of Deuel Voca-
tional Institute in Tracy, a strong-
hold of the Nuestra Familia prison
gang, were shipped off to other de-
tention facilities Thursday fo de-
fuse an explosive situation among
the 1,200-man population.

Correctional officlals earlier
had expressed fear of a “blood-
bath” unless those respounsible for

wide lockdown for the fourth
straight week. .

Unconfirmed reports indicate
the June 8 clash between N¥
members and white inmates
erupted over a grab for control of
gambling inside the institation.

_ “T'm going to get people killed if

1 open this place,” Superintendent

Rees safd, “and the depart-

mdnt (State Department of Cor-

ns) doesn’t want to get peo-
platkilied.”

Reuasaﬁrststeplnpntting the
prisoa back on a normal footing.

Reports from both convictsiand
prison officials say a number of
whites have been placed on ‘.tbe
Nuestra Familia’s “hit list.”

A spokesman reported ‘I'hnrsday
that 99 NF members and asso-
clates have been relocated in two
separate, self-contained celfblocks,
away from most of the other pu'&-
oners.

“They were both vacant, bot.h
recently renovated and ready to
go 8o we moved them in there,”
said Robert Walraven, Rees’ as-
sistant.

Another 100 Mexican-American
inmates with no gang affiliation
coutinue to be housed with the
general population.

Of those transferred, 27 were
reputed NF leaders. The remain-

- der were white prisoners, linked

They were moved out during the|

directly to the on-going turmoil.
day Thursday to San Quentin, Sole

The transfers were ordered.by._..dad, Vacaville and Chino.

R ———

A
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Admitted ‘hif list’ figure séyf '

murder victim was on it, tg,,%T

By DICE EGNER allegetily used a sawed-off, 12-

| SewTe mmm “‘7" 3 22 awepanen Tiiy e srare.]

A murder suspect who said be  “potin N H ve voine
#was “No. 1 on the Nuestra Familia pardy, said Hernande, be is kepl
it lst” testified Tuesday that [V R o ool R Page 2.
Jorgan HIl execution viclm FIa-  Gorrections, That s tn comectlot ~~ * —

‘Yobn Joseph Hernand with the slaying of ene Jerry Blan-

€%, CUr- o in 8an Joaquin County. San Jose Mereury

w*mmh Trying to discredit Hernandey’
San County, testified dur~ , —
ing the murder trial of Frank John testimaney, Rocha's attorney, Ter- San Jose, Calif.

ry Greeu, read in court from 8

Reyes, 26, of Selma; Cesar Rami- .
and g:tmiptdacommm
Antonio Tony Rocha, 25, of 1314 'y 4 5 Geputy cistriet attorney
th

o ——

-said the murder charge there

murder
tast March 32 of G 25, of wonldb:n&oppedﬁl!e:;?du

:
;i,

(a0 relation), who was shot ' pote: §81<TT
. 26, and Leonard Mejiz, who Edition:
was stabbed March 4. poeont Morning

&:n o W dwl:g Editor:
wag the “wheelmag” in the at- Titler

W testified my M ' Ahameter:




il e
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(Court sets sentencing date

{
3 men guilty of executj

© e o e r———

Threemmweremviml‘b?amwedmdayof

first-degree murder in the smecntion-style slaying of a ‘. murder

Morgan Bl electronics

Ag:ize-man. three-womes=spane] nearing the eng of
its second day of delibers@aden returned the ver
against Cesar Ramez Gutiererz, 25, of Banger;

John Reyes, 28, of Selmm. sl Antonio Tony
25, of 1814 Santee Drive.

In addition, the jury foymsiGutierrez guilty of pos-
sessing 8 sawed-oft shotgwa mmnd found armed allega-
tiuns against him and Reyes to-be true.

The ’s verdicts camsemn the 24th day of trial,
-Superior Court Judge Martizm Pestarine Zecher set

23 at 8:45 a.m. for receeipt of probation repom
sentencing.

The trio were

fin 'the Mal'ch‘ 2 g of
Fiavio Qarza, 28, of Morgmm Hill, qutside m&e of

employment. . .
Gutlerrez was accustd off firlog a sawed-off 12-

gho and Reyes @ 22-caliber revolver, and
mdmwmmwmmmyay

car.
Morgan Hill Officer Rielmrd Vasquez said he saw
Rocha sitting in & car wewr the sheoting scene mo-
ments before it happened. ‘
He arrested Rocha and Gattierres as they sat ip the
immediately afterward ;

' ustbefuretegnt,Vaw_m_ld.hebadbm !
tandhadseentwomkndnngareeswaxk —
orfe stiff-legged, the ottar puiling his coat over his
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dsectlonwheuthey trol amr, ,
asquezsalditwasa!her e turnedi this oar arcan
dmveback&athesawhnchadﬁhgin car, |
the zsame time, he saw the other two In the KIM.
drlvmy _

He said he saw one pull what aprpeared to be a
handgm and point it, heard a shot, themzaw tha other .
pull what looked like a shotgun and heaard two blasts,

When Reyes saw birm, sald the officer, e jomped a”
fence.

Another officer chased him and yeillad for the sus-
pect to step forwaard. Reyes emergedi from 4 pearby
shed, hands in the air. A .22-caliberr revolver was
foundabontloowt;.w:iyn

Besldes hearing cer’s testinmony about Ro-'

the jury beard bim linked to a IMexican Ameri-.
prisea gang byawlh\esswboesmulhimlf‘ﬂo.
onmenmrmnamcm {

Thewitnass.Joanosethenmmmm
victim Garza was o the NIP’s “hit” (Gwecution) B
wblchiscompuedonthebasbdla&mdmemh
to obey orders.

Hmanamammnmmmmw
“hit" Garza. He ldentified Beliran a5 amINF W
and head of the.NF in the San Jose arem. . :

Beltran,%,sndanothermmuhq&wihab
tempted murder and assanlt-on twomther men in
February and March.

Hernandez admitted ho was the “whesiiman” in cne
of those attempts.

Rocha's attorney, Terry Green, ﬁ'ldetodisaedu
Hernandez’s testhnony by pointing omit—in a tran-
script of a court proceeding in San Joaguin County--a

tor's statement that a murder-ciharge
wwmmdmppeduhemmm
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| No witness, no casé |

GILROY — Charges of conspir-
acy to commit murder and assault
with a deadly weapon naming
Ruben Garnica, 29, of 4747 El
Monte 8t., Fresno, were dismissed
here Tuesday.

Garnica was to have faced a
preliminary hearing on the
charges in Gilroy Justice Court.

But the District Attorney’s Of-
fice was foreed to seek a dismissal
after Gilroy police were unable to,
serve subpoenas on witnesses who
would have testified about the
Aug. 25 shotgun shooting of Man-
uel Vaca, 17. Police said the wit-

esses gimply had “disappeared.”

Vaca was shot in the head in the

arly-morning hours at the rear of

& restaurant at 7140 Chupéh St.
Vaca has since been
from the hospital.

alzo released earlifr from similar
charges. :
Garnica, who has the words
“Nuestra Familia” tattooed across
his back, was arrested by Gilroy
police Jast April as the aftermath
of an incident in which five shot-
gun blasts were pumped into a

b This case was alzo dismissed

honse at 283 E. Siath St., narrowly,
\‘missing three occupants. - »g
ause of the unavailability of wi;/

nesses.
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Nuestra’Familia

2

‘its conquésts

By LICK RODRIGUEZ

VP

plans

StateSerateinvestigatorsbave
Cattfornia. =12 and Northern idc?rlu.tlilf?ed the top men in the

O LA of e It :l;nsiﬁérmed to protect riralFalnitia structure as Raobert gte page, name of

(Last of two parts)
California gang violence has its
roots in prisons.

Chicancs from the urban-based :Babos Sosa and **Death Row™ paper, city and state.)

. 'a
Mexican Mafia inside prison inJoe Gonzales. A Californi

tment of Corrections of-
it i 1966-67. The two gangs have been Departm rrections of.
moEx?: 33&%&% ﬁ%?ggegemies both in the prisons and ficer said hoth m

spreading their webs
alr)ad cringxe to the streets,
vesti
still
prison walls,

ast eight months.
P Nwzs%a Familia, which m
{s compri

ok ;.I l 111 . N
nfgmlytaonf‘ : ¥dexican~Ameﬁcan§- r{ztain authority.

)
Management contro] units, He
estimated that lesg than ten per
oent of the prison's 2400 inmate
p ulationisgang-affiliated.

ledad was considered a NP
stronghold, but no longer. “We
had a lot here for awhile bpt
they've been transferred to
DVL.” a spokesman sa .
How the word spreads from the
prisons to the streets amazes
even law enforcement personnel.
Communications from high-
ranking NF members are carried
throi¢h a variety of methods
such as visits, coded letters,
hone galls or through parolees.
fnside the prisons, com.
nunication is just as simple,

{Continued from page ¢

parolees.:

* parolees.”

violence on the streets,
indthlntg'lligetn:e ;:&?xll-)t; slai e all correctional F Gonsales was
tors believe the shots arethe uestr p k controlled by NF. Gonga v
%ein called from insideother pnsona gac?:ngss'ti?&?o: r::d tcransfel;l;] e:ag:w Soledad prsion
i on .
*"A ‘Soledad prison corrections

) structure
ings Valley, seven street hy-laws. N co
mtxxl:-dgx‘: gia-émbelieved yto have Under an NF constitution n}( theer satd Touthorities have
been Nuestra Familia hits in the tercepted in 1975, the rank o of.
telght month structure shows that ““’F" d m
led by “nuestro general”, who iiliates an
must remain inside prison to 32!:2(:;5

itation Center by the
! ?:mgn;ndl who are treated as

1, Rodriguez says e a
ce?t’a:ga‘p?:glees hag;:a been of monitoring beha

| identified as gang affiliates, but
he ean't divuige their number. He

' that suspected gng 2
fﬁit:!ses aren't treate much

tly than routine

Joe Rodriguez, un)t supervisor
for the tri-county parole offi c.
acknowledges tha! “over the

ast two years there has been g

efinite increase of activity by
this gang in the Salina, area.”’ -

. People on the streq whouse
lives "have been or may bhe
touched by Nuesiry Familia
activities are frightened even to
be asked questions about it

“It's hot, man NINS  une
“Don't ask."

Rodriguez said that in the tri-
count{‘ area, his office supervisp.,
350 felons and slightiy more thaxz
150 civil addicts whe are ot
considered felons but wi have

GANG see ik page

| "ertainly our purposc is to do
: L ?u w? carlr to dissuadeiparolees

ornia - jrom involvement in criminajit
committed to the C - Or any unproductive behavior. lg
is context, we use 3 \Z
methods from the d
counseling and casewo

Rodriguez sa

oup is nitempted to identify

i

in the maximum,
housing unit an

imprisoned at Deuel Voeational

st t Tracy, a prison which
that Institute a off!{cers son which

cor
“Tin.e
Tilornion
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R _azen‘ - {Mount Clipping In Space ov:‘x hink there I3 & very real
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' “ aw en-
! upiqte “pasition being._both*a The first step of the planned:0ncery £ :ﬁfe&‘:‘tm M we.
| casée:orm.and ls]l P;ace ofﬁcelx‘-meet mtov:oc "lse:mf::og\_r'emau:g \Bve @ large in‘tlux ?m imates
an necessatily has t aymen -8 4 from’ .
closcl; andecoordi’;mtesw?th?i%m ive a member the optiunieing released od ity

ystem, there’sa :
enforcement agencies and otherof “retiring” after reaching the have an inérease in.
social service roups."afe of 50 with 20 “'years o .”"-ﬂa;tngilm:{tivny and in- pat.
Rodriguez noted. Aﬁ arolees vice," . aajcular, gang association,
must maintain contact vzth their Seldado rules as outlined in the’mippo s'ays. : :
parole apents who generally document call for no use of ‘Parole supervisor Rodri
initiate the contact intheield. ~ naroctics, expestations of Bolh 4000 e anticigate 8
. s helding a ** legal job*', no excess3 furne of parole referrals s page, name of
- Nuestra Familia membership drinking and no undertaking O'i"ge b mmer. We don’t KnOw ser, cliy and state.)
is estimated at from 400.500 ventures without uthorizationiome SSIEET: Vorrmipted with
‘statewide, with the gang now from superiors, ngs, but we have already
ttracting younger members, The second stage of *M%‘emified some scheduléd for
The gang’s goals are set forth in:takeover was to establish a! e who havethkidﬂlﬁ?-"
anN ° cangtitution: ] “main bank.” B o enf reement ageacies on
-t e ma 0se . (] levﬁls
oals of this orga?;zal:;gx? will l?e The rumored move of the NF%E&&‘%? a:“ effort to stop the
or the betterment of its mem- into the Salinas area may be a growing menace of gang-related
bers and the building up of the statewide trend which sees sstreet crime. The Federal Drug
organization on the outside intoa involvement spreading fromeres. U ok Administration has
strong and self-supporting urbanareas. ‘ormed 8 special Narcotics Task
familia.” “Large involvement of the FOI'C e which serves as an in-
~“A familiano will not be gangs has been basically in the fIWiC, S5 on ring' unit. Local
‘released from his obligations to big urban areas and beca tbeagmies arew‘“lg‘ ormation.
the organization because he is local police agencies havk been®8SHFIL o the Salings
being released from prigon and :x;ylng to conibat it, I think some area have generally been 8 16t of
will Ee expected to work twice as . of the pressures they have placed hearsay and little evidence which
hard to see that a familia is on them have forced m"“h‘canbeusedincwﬂ-' .
established and works in hand gang members into some of theCSlur, to ' heer abletoprove .1 inns
with the organization already other areas,” says Mon '

terey i ble, You emlg 1{¢fo -
established behind the walls.” ~ County Asst. Dist. Ally Deanthey're respmstile YOO U, s1ifornie

just

—A automatic death sentence .- 3 wtl‘n’e Scouts,”

will be put on a familiano that %pq says he has o way “;“;ﬁ,’;é'::n. avis. e ,

turis traitor, coward or deser- estimating how many hapdcore ~ it wh

ter.” familia members are from the «[i’s extremely dlﬂ%“ when
And a September, 1975, NF' ' Salinas area. “I think it would be g1 you're dealing with wﬂm

dbcument outlines a plmgg_Jcah to say some Salinas names pegple have got to be 8

- . e—
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' - i -up but we receive torward. It’s not &n easy
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blishing o selfSuppOFtng grcus.” some for in-
familia (regiment).EacH 5 areas. .We have

Austhor: fcx 07T :icuor
will be run by a rank equalte-aStance, from San Jose. Again,

- e .ore.
$hese ar¢ alleged gang affiliates, Bduo.’ . -rrg Taivq -
have a bank with  bass of it 2at oW 90u Corraborate that w, Tiaastra Tomd
. w."” - iTs Tuests

mﬁ:t"iuto businesses.in part %Tone of the reasons we're so

R R ;pncemed," sag: Montere Character:
~"The familia bank, just likecounty Sheriff’s Det. Capt. Bif] ot
thesi main hagsi wgg&ny &uo legfnl davis, Classttication:
' g:nk{ it Wil have ho restriction An otm:"%fb?&#c? Submitting Office:
g}::&s."the illegality of such 'l enfor¢ement 2?;?: ' L] feina Invesugated

N e Famili hroughout the state js S,

o F:emllg‘p Soldadog o2 1eSt ihich would replace c!alifor?:ia"g

sacrifices in s é“’{ agn;””e“ :‘ﬁ net:tr::rm;%atsi:te:r:::sce'}‘i: Ki\tvh

commits an illegal venture, . " >

the pévtis will go into he famsilla "33 pecomes operational July
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than the newly-set determined
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committed,
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~Prison gang

Fimili

By RICK RODRIGUEZ
a Californian §
" Firstof twe pairiter

La Nuestra Familia, a prison-

sx‘)‘: t&‘;g‘"&. is exten g‘;?s
owe

the Salinas Valley” ¢ Sireets to

deaths of seven
the past eight mon l:!m %hi:
Salinas area are believed to be

Nuestra Familis (NF) hits
slayings have reportedly coﬁlzlx":
an effort by NF to pu. “weak
pombers” and, ikl
s,
9stablishilng . all aimed at
In narcotics and prostitution.
The growth ofpgng-in!llunenced
crime in the Salinag Valley
g’ﬁtéi?::es‘;q x“su:ttewide pattern
| atte i
control in San Eﬁmg - gag:

Stocklon and other Ce'ntral and

are keenly aware of rumors of
ng involvement in the

TOWin!
galinas area. But for the most
part, the rumors are un-

corroborated by hard facts.
Monterey County Asst. Dist.
Atty. Dean Flippo acknowledges
that *there is possible gang
activity in our area — in the
Salinas-county area — and the
information that we are
receiving, again uncorroborated,
is that the gangs are involved in
various crimes. I don’t think

we've received any information -

thal there's a war going on
between rival gangs in the
Salinasarea.’”

Letters reccived by the
Californian express growing fear
on the streets. Une woman wrote,
“Teereris rampant in the streets
and barrios of Salinas and 1 fear

ra(:keteering base - Sal

» extends power.

1te paqe, name of
nowspaper, city ond stote.)

into Valley,

-'N%rg;:;a Caflifomia aress.
of & war outside pri
vg.alls' between Nuestra Fm:
{*our family”) and the arch-
rival Mexican Mafia, also known
as the Eme — the S_ponish
‘spelling of the letter **m" do
the

not appear to
Sa_}‘lhfmgéref vhll:encac“?m f

€ Mexican Mafi
urban and fs rep:rit:gln;l ﬁ’:
centrating efforts to traffic

+ Rarcotics and organize erime in

But one tanr

ne murder

inas area, the Feb, 29 o tl_:;
of 17-year-old Donald Lee
Ramirez was Eme-linked, Dav
Joseph Perez, a 37-year-olg
?sa;'ﬁ eeédcotzvg:tedofthemurd r,
lieut:fam. # Mexican Ma

Area law enforcement officials

if left unchecked, this organized
yiolence may overcomeus”ll to
the point where we may have to
pay these gangsters for
protection to live here."*

Street talk has it that NF is

" seeking to control the Valley's

heroin traffic, a ‘“potentially
lucrative groposition."

**With the Salinas Valley being
on the main road from San
Francisco ‘to L.A., there’s a
tremendous amount of narcotics
that comes through and we get an
awful lot of information about an
awful ot of people being in-
volved. Some say people from the
gangs, but 1 don't think we can
estimate at all,’* about how many
alleged gang rs are in
volved, Flippo says.

Information has reached law
enforcement that Nuestra

1 5allnas .
Californian
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Familia may be tryingtomove in a1c5 hag a history of narcotics®,
on independent dope dwlers. Buby iiaiad arrests.

Flippo noi¢s. 1 don't think that "~y o Thomas Randall, 35 .
}:‘.%‘h’fgxi‘i‘ly pinpoint any major Iy 1aom » talk links the following murders

we

organization and independentines in the bathroom at the __
dealers. It appears that they're plaza Hotel, 30 E. Markel St saimra < oo el Rice Jr. 27, of
allinvolv s

There have been reports in the reportedly been fired at while on fon Y nd Burk Can al |
t four months, that NF isp . He rom brain damage
pas o e ve into the ::arlriﬂefket Street about a week auseddby two bullet wounds to

of Salinas, a known narcotles iear .
confrontation between a gang ! tothepnson‘l:;asedgang.

[

ne o

angstyle executions. Law en-
.orcement officials won't com-
ment on pending cases but street

fignrems Pllaatos ln Cac..

uscr, who was found shot three

early March 5. Randall had {Foley and Burk Carnival July 18,

attemptin fhe hea
lower Soledad Street area to  _ Adam Centeno, 30, of R, al .Ralph Flores, 24, of pase, meme of
control prostitution. Prunedale, whose body wa: Salinas, was convieted by 8 ' city ana state.)

e have to stress that it S discovered on Ol Natividad Monterey Countr o
unsubstantiated. Somebody will paad across from the Sheriff's erey County Superior Court
say something and they won't pogee Grounds March 12. He died 'Lr,f second degree murder in

che *Rice case on Nov. 3, 1976.

back it up. And we haven't been from two close-range shotgun Despite rumors linking the

able to back any of it up withpy

slaying to a NF hit, no motive

ditect proof,” says Salinas police ~ Togicolo: reports by the ;o) brow t out i the: triel

Det. Capt. Roy Hanna
Tﬁcrimes whicz hav.ew wh ositive
e tnost attention have been thevsopaen test which showed mor-

R Y e T

th
FAMILY

soroner’s office show that only
drawh Zenteno had a positive drug b’ffﬁﬁﬁ,,ﬁ""c‘ﬁ:' i?;mmemam;'

Narcotics paraphernalia was .
found at the scene of the Randall 2;‘,3,‘;{,‘;‘,‘,' ,’:ﬁ;’,“?;’,“;,,‘{g,: wt:g

murder and saveral of the other’ : .
victims had ':ln‘eedle tracks. ;:t,':f .De\za.:sm.toTwl;a\;:en af.:
(-

awaiting trial in the case.
Some of the victims knew they = _ Gasino “Porky" Valdez, 30,

were largeted for death. One of Salinas who was strangled
woman wrote, ‘‘Alejandro sept. 2, 1976 in Monterey Comntyl §
(Moreno) had known of the laﬂ. Valdez, who.had a historyof = ~
threat to his life for some time Irug violations, had been housed
yet for a little while he had dared n an eight-man cell. Reluctance
to believe, to hope in our future ,f any of the 17 inmates on the
together, only to have his dream intire cellblock to speak has Jed
shattered by the shadows of his nvestigators to a dead-end ag far
Pa%t‘-e problem in making cases is i? at;.arrest Is r:oncie:ned. It was
that potential witnesses aren’t .i:w,';,st Murder the ja‘il $

talking. — Alexander Moreno, 37, who - /4
~-We are having an extreme 150 had served prison time for 3/2

dlfflculty n ha\'ln& peoiple come jmg vio]aﬁons' was stabbed to ©

forward and testify in court. jeath in the bathroom of & Fontes i

Why? 1 suppose we could ane labor camp Dec. 22, 1976 1. -

speculate as to whether they've where he apparently was lured to = -

been threatened or arepe executed, Potential evidence - - 1 R -

frightened for their own safety or 3¢ the scene was aceidentally cr iazg “1ley

whatever. It's extremely difficult famaged by ambulance ai-

for police agencies in these type endants who responded to the . .

of cases because the witnesses ,qf) and arrived before in. '°"

are not coming forward," Flippo vestigators.

says. — Gloria Rocha Rice, 18, fication:

*What we're trying to do is that :
we are concerned to the extent vidow °f94"at°i:;‘e§'cfn' ‘:}""aﬁ’g tcq Office.

-that we're trying to corroborate d.7,-E. . astczed
this_information and we'r Je':;i.{,'s 71;‘:;:: s’i,i"?,f&' toel;tx?:m Ty v

' ending a considerable effort in ,gq: P
al respect,” Capt, Hanna says. 1gainst Flores in l'gs trial and

{Next: From the prisons to the
streets)
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