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_ FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT �

§ attorney, Criminal
i Division,

according t
National Ri n 1S ssociation

- will register today with the Clerk of the House
* tatives as a lobbyist. In view of this,requested that any further investigation
~ y 1S ureau be discontinued and he is forwarding
Ia memorandum confirming this request.

In this case the Criminal Division of the

Department by letter dated 10/14/68 requested investigation
to determine whether the NRA should be registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist

.in connection with activities concerning gun registration
legislation. We previously interviewed three officials
of NRA and interviews with other officials were held in &#39;

abeyance on request of the Department.

ACTION: The above is submitted for information and you
will 5e advised of further pertinent developments.
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� !an lntonio, Texas-
9.December 1968

Mr J. Edgar Hoover ,
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Justice Department

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Sir:

The San Antonio, Texas, Express Newspaper carried the attached article
on 7 December 1968.

I would like to volunteer my services for whatever they may be worth to
your organization. I do this only with a view in mind of assisting in an
unbiased manner and to help in any way I can.

competi-
tions since l925, and in doing so, have of necessity, been involved with
the National Rifle Association.

Recently, as you know, the integrity and intent of the NRA has become
suspect in the eyes of the public. If the allegations are true, so be
it. I am just as anxious as anyone to see the allegations brought out
in the open, and if the NRA is working at cross purposes to the welfare
of our country, then let the chips fall where they may. I have no so-
called axe to grind, and, as stated above, I am unbiased. Anything I
do, I hope will eventually help the soldier, sailor, Marine or Airman
who has to carry a rifle in the interest of our country-
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9292&#39;,92SlllN §&#39;t�ON " Al-�! - The

FBI conlirmctl Fi&#39;i<la_y it is in-
vestigatiiig the National Rifle
.»&#39;92SS !ClHilt"ll1. an influential group
that ncvei� has registered with
 �<it�i�gi�Qs:; rm 3 1 �.l!l!_�.&#39;,

This i92&#39;l�lA, 9292&#39;lItCl�t has {ought
t&#39;ici&#39;t:0l_92" against gun-cmit1�0l leg-
i92&#39;l-&#39;~ll�:Otl. contends it is an educa-
tional organizalioii and does not
iriigage in liilahyiitg.

v
q



3 _ /

. . December l6,>196S

new s
_ Honorable Thomas F. Railsback 92

House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515 ~

I My dear Congressman:

t Y nication of__ I our commu

1 i sing a copy of a letter f
92 , dated December 10, 1968,

8&1 &#39;
�<7 I received  etter previously

, 3 and have replied there 0. 1e 1s enc
, your information a copy of my letter to
1 dated December 13, 1968.

V In accordanc u request, I am
returning the copy of letter.

Sincerely yours,

. J-_ Edg�f
.-"

g Enclosures �!

lt- SEE NQTE PAGE TWO.... �J
é� a
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Honorable Thomas F. Railsback

NOIE: _

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. Theéggpartment requested investigation to
determine whether th ationalm�iflemAssociation  NRA! should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with�gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and
furnished the Department with an investigative report.
The Department on 12/10/68 advised that the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued Bureau &#39; &#39; &#39;

r i n identifiable witi

Iderogatory info mat&#39;o &#39; � &#39; &#39; �
Congressman Railsback is on the Special orre pon en s lS .
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December 12, é
196

Director of Congressional Relations

FBI

Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

?�? &#39;,
The attached communication

Sir:

is sent for your consideration.

Please investigate the statements

contained therein and forward me

the necessary i " �**
W� ..

HIOlmuuiOR for re_

ply, returning the enclosed corre-

spondence with your answer.

Yours truly,

,-v
"_-P / I

  ~/
TOM RAILSBACK, M� C�

TR:ss

/ i Rf, A//9~¢;/-/5
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December 16, 1968

1 -D b7@

"ear _
This is to acknowledge receipt of your

letter dated December 9, 1968, with an attached
news article, and to thank you for your offer of
assistance.

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney Gneral, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

&#39;1- The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours, .

&#39; J. Edgar Hoovef &#39; �/u
.-

John Edgar Hoover
Director

�19-64! 9292� J �
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I DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

~- El Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for
release to you. i
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� December 17, 1968

REC   L� W�?/Y�l  2 �» 1 1 ~� //M7 &#39;
�n Honorable Allen J. Ellender

United States Senate

Washington, D, C. 20515

; My dear Senator:

3 Your communication of December 12,
-* {Q " W cop cram from

�"; 92 * , of Louisiana,~ viii T�

-

"1 ..

/
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1
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L
1"
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  ~92_-92-, �*1

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of
Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine ii the National Rifle Association

should have registered with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives as a lobbyist in
connection with gun control legislation.

M.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further questions
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto. &#39;

Sincerely yours,
1

; .3�.  H�ovef. _ _
_, 5 �sf�..v.92 *

119-64 V

CTG:ph
�!

I �See Note Page Two



Honorable Allen J. EllenderUnited States Senate
Washington, D. C.

&#39;_, NOTE:

II

I
I
.

I
I
I

1
I
I

I
I
I

This is the case which recently receivedconsiderable press coverage. The Department requestedinvestigation to determine whether the National RifleAssociation  NRA! should have registered as a lobbyistin connection with gun registration legislation. Weinterviewed three officials of NRA and furnished theDepartment with an investigative report. The Department, on 12/10/68, advised that an official of the NRA
registered on 12/10/68, with the Clerk of the House ofRepresentatives as a lobbyist; and requested that anyfurther investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.Bureau indices contain no derogatory informationidentifiable with the constituent in this case. Wehave had previous limited cordial correspondence withSenator Ellender.
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December I2, I968

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of investigation
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

i�� D ,
.., / i C9

D �/9.1/7&#39; L  /3»-�:» *�» ¢ " /7&#39; "�
; 

The attached communication is referred to
you for such consideration as is warranted
and for a report on it.

i will appreciate your assistance in this
matter.

Yours truly,

r

. ., l-�.=..-.92&#39;I-A�-8-..;~.-2»

/

� r. Mnhr...vL
-:9� " """""" "

Mr
�aper......_.

T . Caliahzm.__

y Mr. C0m&#39;a.<1 4_...
1 Mr. Felt ____ _. _
� Mr. Gale..__ ..

Mr. Rose .
Mr. Suliiva .__.

� Mr. TaveL.__.._._
1 Mr. Trotter .... _.
I Tele. Room...._._
7 Miss Huimes.._.__
� Miss Gandy____

i �---_________
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&#39;December 17, 1968

I &#39; , 1 "�
; Z �Sic

&#39; GW GI�

� Dw-
This is to acknowledge receipt of your

letter dated December 14, 1968, concerning investi-
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI,
together with enclosures. _

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine it the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation. -

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours,

J.  E2573
:65» Edgar Hoover

Director

CTG:ph
�!

n - ,£158 11!-1,,_6,_,_ /5 , A
SEE NOTE PAGE TWO  &#39;~
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� D74
NOTE:

 This is the case which recently received
considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association  NRA! should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative report. The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued.! Bureau indices contain no

- derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent.
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December 14, 1900

lb. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
WaShi!1g"l&#39;,On, Do C 0

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you because I read in:}he New York Times that the
FBI was conducting an investigation of the National Rifle Association I
to determine whether or not it was a lobbying gr6u§T"�I also unazsetzsa
from radio commentators� remarks that the question of whether or not
the NRA is an educational group is pertinent.

I am not connected with_the NRA in any way, but I am disconcerted
by many things that are happening in our country, among which are re-
curring attepts to discredit persons  as you surely must know! and or-
ganizations which contribute to the well-being and security of this
COU.ntI&#39;y.

If there is any qhestion as to whether or not the NRA is an educa-
tional organization, the attached Xerocopies of clippings from our
local newspaper should be enlightehing. They concern the death of Ed
Fiohter, who was a certified instructor of the National Rifle Association.
The Verona Rifle Club, under his 1 and under the ausoices
of the NRA, has

stable, but
aside from that, any boy who would aarry his load was welcome. I
have never heard of a boy who learned the use of firearms at the Verona
Rifle Club who got into serious trouble or who misused the knowledge
that he gained. bhny have served and are now serving in the armed forces
and have been outstanding marksmen. I

I presume that the investigation of the NRA results from its op-
position to gun control legislation. In my opinion, it is fortunate
that one group spoke up in opposition to prevent emotionalism from

~ a s  > ��it-W; I I 4  1
__

_ _ _
�T I� 1 1¢b3t_ -, _

1 1- u�
i
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holding sway over intelligence in this legislation. I do not believe
that legislation or registration of guns could have prevented the
events which led to the cry for gun control legislation, nor do I be-
lieve that it will prevent criminal and lawless elements from obtaining
guns. It may, however, if the NRA is destroyed or discredited,mean
that fewer decent, patriotic, law-abiding young men will know how to
handle a gun.

I understand that the ERA has recently filed as a lobbying or-
ganization, apparently as a result of the proposed FBI investigation
and as a protection against prosecution. I question why the NRA was
selected at this particular time for investigation from among the
500,000 organizations which enjoy tax�eXempt status under Internal
Revenue Service regulations, and I question how many of these organiz-
ations could stand investigation as being non-profit and non-lobbying.
In my opinion, the NRA is as much, and possibly more, concerned with
education and the welfare of the country than many other so�called
educational groups. In all fairness, it would be equitable to investigate
all organizations enjoying tax-exempt status and to determine how many
have refrained from attempting to influence legislation.

If you will accept the premise that education concerns more than
facts from a book, I believe that you will conclude after reading the
enclosed clippings that the NRA, through Ed Fichter and the Verona
Rifle Club, was truly involved in education.

Yours very truly,

Copy to: &#39;
National Rifle Association

7 1
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Services for Edwin L. Fich-
ter of 48 Elmwood Rd, Ve-
rona, will be ~held this eve-
ning at 7:30 at -the Arthur K.
Brown, Inc.,  Home for Serv-
ices!, 620 Bloomfield Ave, Ve-
rona, with the Rev. Walter M.
Moore, -pas-tor of the First
Pres�o;/terian Church of Ve-
rona, officiating. Interment L
will be in Prospect Hill Ceme-
tery. Mr. Fichter died Sunday
at Mountainside Hospital. He
was 65.

Tliougii he was Fborn in
_c2iit&#39;i92V0i�i, -Mr. Fichter had. liv-
ed in Verona 64 years. He was
employed as a bru-sliniaker ,
with Keifer Brushes; Verona.

A certified instructor of the
National Rifle Association, Mr:
Fichter organized the Verona
Junior Riille Club 20 yearsago.
I-ie was la Boy &#39;Scout Leader
for the Troop la-t the Verona
Presbyterian Church for the
same number oi years. -
"He is survived lby a sister,

Mrs. John Reeves of Cedar l
Grove. it

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

<3.<?.:>
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Verona lost a �.�:&#39;;~.::~.d" last wcclc. More specific-
fiily, Vcrunrt boys lost one of their best friends. Ed
Fichter whose cntirelife was devoted to Scouting
and in more recent years to the Verona Junior Rifle
Club has passed from the scene. He was at quiet man
and until the last retained that elusive quality which
stamps the eternal young. ills countenance bore :1.
qulzzical look always. At n moment his race could
light up into ct boyish grin. There was something imp-

-ish about him. At times he resembled zt fleeting lepre-
chnun, ready to reveal hidden treasures to anyone who
could keep in step with him.

He knew of many treasures that exist in the
woods, on il�.OlllltItil�iS,, in the trees and in the sl~:y. He
ltad a cabin on :1 mountain, a tunihlc-clown shack in
:1 92vay,but a litft_&#39;,&#39;lC11i place where he would take his
boys on_weel:cnds. By the light of an old stove, oil
lamps, OCC2�LSlOll�iiy candles he would weave ghost
stories to the delight of his foiowcrs as the moon
cast eerie shadows outside the clearing and the wind

- whisticd through the broken rafters. There were times
when he arranged more sophisticated outings to the
Maine woodlands. Once we asked him how many boys
he could remember having" bccn under his tutelage.
He reflected rt few seconcls.&#39;�H.uncircds,&#39; he guessed.
lie was something lilzc the fabled �Mr. Chips." lie had
many boys whose names he could recount one by one,
placing them in certain categories, years and eras.

Among" his prized possessions were letters from
some of his �boys "who i&#39;oug"ht in World War II, in
the Korean War, in the War in Vietnam. They wrote
 friends, which they were, and mostly they attested
to-the training" he had given them while in the riilc
organization. �I don&#39;t think I&#39;d be around without hav-
ing been privileged to learn everything you taught
me," one 92vrote whose mastery of guns had saved him
in at Vietnam ainbush. He never thought of boys as
being different in any age. �Outward appearances
don&#39;t mean a thing," he said once in discussing to-
c�ay&#39;s prev:-.iling&#39; dress and mannerisms. �Inside a boy
is always a boy." &#39;

Youngsters who met him for the first time
couldn&#39;t always figure him out But they learned
quickly that was becciusc they regarded him as one of
the �grown-ups" and when they realized that he was
one of "them," :1 bond of affection soon developed. He
made them understand first of all that membership
in the rifle club was contingent upon discipline and
respect. He stress-ccl care in the handling of all fire-
ztrms and he tool: pride in the club&#39;s record of safety.
I-Ee had hoped someday to have a clubhouse in the
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C92&#39;l�1l;:M{92� rm: $1,731:

?vll3lf1li"&#39;,�1�I¥i-3

litlilnr, Tilt: &#39;1&#39;tme.&#39;::
1 On .92.�urid.i;,&#39;, _Nn~,-, 34, Ed
l-�i:;htei&#39;, rifle inszi~3.:ctei- of
the Vu�l�unn Ju;~,j,J;~ Hill�,

Clltb   92g/as like 3

~�=@<-�itllil Qriillflill-llilCl� to me. I

hit� "Why wonderful times
with him. &#39;

l 92v;>.s fortunate to know
him for three years. In these
Fears l learned many thin;;s
�Om llllll He helped me at
ll�? �ll" <�luh,, teaching me
U19 Pl"&#39;l7¢l� use of guns, but
ll�°l"~� Ill"-llortant he taueht
me how to be a better picr.
HUI].

I spent three 92&#39;;it&#39;:1ti:ms
with lid and some of the
other linys in the eluh dur.
Inf: the Summer at Sl !k 92_q
l"&#39;0;&#39;-.".~t. It 92�/1�<lS Ed&#39;s two
92veei<.< vacation and he en-
joyed spending them with
us. On Weekends during the
_ve:1r_921&#39;e would no to the
cniillt in 92V¢at l92,[§l g1-¢{_ New
YCHF-< Eve, Ed would R.92i 
-�92"m¢ 1»! its lu the house to

 �Clix-11i"iu.e the arr:92&#39;:1l or 1l1.-1
new year.

l know I speak for all the

bQ>&#39;s in the club. zinc! for

anyone who knew lid that

our lives were inziule richer�

Ii92l�0tl;h our a.~&#39;.+o<:iat_ion with
him. - -

I Can remember when I

fir-&#39;t ioincd the  .&#39;lUl!. l L&#39;lidi92�t

do too well with my llll&#39;{; _�i$_

Ed hurl patience and eni:1m1&#39;-

aged me when l V-�OtllL�l gel.
Cll.92&#39;tI0l.tl�2l,f,&#39;CCl. When at the
end of the year seine of 1.1;;
�D00!� beginners wuuldlbe
ziwarded it trophy for clning
9292&#39;Cll. I think laid got _ju_92-L 35
ml-It&#39;ll Z1 thrill its we did,
�Th&#39;3 {Jun club will not be

the same without him. and
I&#39;ll miss him very much. I
l�-09¢ however. that S1;�lCl92uW
the club will continue as
Ed would have wanted it to�.

I hope that by reading
this letter, people will come
to know and appreciate
what this man stow�-I for and
what he tried 5n hard tn

v__
Gt92vc x.u=r: TO YOUTH

lC&#39;il &#39;ll us
life.

l°ltCl&#39;t.-XRD
92/&#39;::t&#39;onz1, i92&#39;.J.,

hi:-n was 21 unique

.. _ . 1,-_,...,......M4.. - t-.-..,....¢.�@ .. &#39; ,�
.1  

l

by his CXClllpiS1l�y

I*l&#39;ittGUSON
Dee. Z, 1963

experi-
CllCC.
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l-&#39;XtH&#39;I.92�!!.�i PAY TlZlBUTI&#39;l 1 1
Editor, The Times:

l It has been a week since
� I we herird that Ed Fiehter 1

l

1.;d;,»,-,¢_ The Times:
At &#39;1�li:1:il;.<givin1: this yenl�

we were XTIOSL grntelul 1&#39;01�
mu" f,m1ily and fl�iCn92&#39;lS. �"2
mgieuiailly thanked God. for
hiivinp, given us Ztl&#39;92 lad l<1cht-
 -1- Whoin ll»: chose to C�-ill
92_!_,11l; rt-1 liim this week.

&#39;l&#39;lii:; l1uni&#39;nl1- innit gave 05
himself, unselflshly, [or over
forty years to the service of
_vn11th during a most impres-
5�... and f<Il&#39;t192f|ll92&#39;t� time of
Hsrslt� llvi-.-. We 9292�-in" tuH&#39;~l~
Iortuiinte to have l92;1.l tiur
son under Ed�; guidzint-v tut�
the past five years. l�le;1.<e

God, the high Ci&#39;l&#39; ll&#39;l92Ci.1&#39;_�l&#39; of
this man shall live on in
the many boys and girls
who were so fortunate as to
have had Ed F_ic&#39;ntcr as tneir
friend and SW59-
JOAN and JIM C/92l�92ltOL.l..

Verona, N.J., Dec. 2, lfllill

Q &#39; 1
1

believe that he is gone. 92V1:
are not writintz just. bee.-iu.<i:
Eel was our friend, hut to
try in some wny explnin
wiirti. this mnn meant to our
three hoys and to. so inrlny
people.

&#39;l&#39;l92192re are 92vOl�tl.92 llllil. 1"1llli92&#39;l
siniply describe him�kind,
patient. dedientud. humhle,
RltItrr�i;iAti92*-*--littt they milv
l"ii G �lllull lizntiu-It iii� lit"
ltfn int twl. .t11>1t tn l&#39;.92lil9292&#39;

~ 5"� -/$ iv""" 92
l� {,4 f92 &#39;2� 1. £

l/E it? O t�*=�/3*

{


-�- had died and still we Can&#39;t; F
v

It

1
l

&#39; t

i f�~

,92*F 1»..- I -,

I», 1..  Q!
iv. : | "�"�

Ed dedicated his life to
&#39;m~.ll~.. I~�or twenty ycgirs hi;

wzis lloy Scout Lauder at th-r
&#39;l&#39;l,T.�¬l!!&#39;t�l&#39;lZtl&#39;l Church nntt
ntur Ui&#39;{[t&#39;ll&#39;ll&#39;/.C _l the Verona

Junior ltitie Club tor the
ame amount of years. For

most men, once a week in-
ructinn the boys in the

enough,_ but for Ed seven

st H
handling nf guns would be

t, d;iy.~; a week wouldn&#39;t be too
P.uch.

192l;my nights hoys would
top in at his house just to
uttc and hear about trips

izc had tnlcen and experi-
nees he hnd in previous

_vi::ir.<.&#39; Considering Ed was
- �.3 ycrirs old, you can See

hut the  lll[1�l&#39;Cll<.&#39;C&#39; in age
nmint nothing to the boys.
t 9292&#39;Z92.92&#39; just bvinrt th &#39;r &#39; with
ii:n th;1t  -nuiited. ltv |{:1invtl
he i"1.~>pi~ut Of tlii:.~:1: buys,
<in.:etliin1,: mnny D-I92l"�lll.>&#39; to-
lny wished they had.
llow inexpensive time is

I you are willing to give
of yourself. Truthfully how
many Of us give time to any-
hing unless we can see
nmething in it for our.<elvr_-s.
Ll had time, it w:i:: l&#39;ri~1,-,
;1.l he didn&#39;t. w;1:.|.- H. l

i�;lll|9292&#39; lie nlw.1_v92&#39; trn-it lo
|t�l]l 11tl1<-rrz, ll1~ nr_&#39;v1~l&#39;  �unl-

plninurt. &#39;l.t1i:; 9292&#39;:i.~: tl11~ way
i92l:; nuiri llVt�tl. Ill: 92|u-kn

rizily moi!  it ]!t&#39;tl|!it�, We
lthriw tliings were-n&#39;t zilwtiys
v;1.92y for him, but fomehow
h - wer let you l<l11&#39;!9292� it.

Mr-i of us m1&#39;:1stin- nur-
&#39;-t92�~�.&#39;= l1_&#39;,� thw Hl;tlI�l&#39;i:|l |lt|&#39;--
--&#39;i~t~-ivi 9292�4&#39; 11i192&#39;i92 in |ll&#39;92&#39;, tliit

i_&#39;i ner

in? &#39;-

92 5%
: l.

».

92..¢ ;

til ti 7* I H tr -3

1 .

was rich in the s:1titt&#39;at-lion
of dedication and :il9292&#39;;iy<
lived life 85 be-st. in?  :1i&#39;.iltl
in the short time he hrirt.

He was Q.�>[!CClZllly proud
ot the many letters he re-
ceived from former clul!
members now serving in
Vietnam. There was no �gen-
eration gap" bf.�l92V19v:1 Ed
and these boys. He had
gained their respcrt and
they never forgot him.

It pleased us to� tee so
many pay their lust 1"<,-<;wet::
to such a fine rnzin. &#39;l&#39;Lierr:
were the yoting r.�.e:n?>t-r_=. in
the club, pre92.&#39;inu_= nu :~.~.l>1~:&#39;=:,
and parents of buys .~&#39;h1>&#39;.~&#39;in1f
their gratitude ior&#39;:ill he
had done for their .<oi~..~:.

Even the day he  ll92�{l he
was with the hn;.&#39;_<, tr_92&#39;in;_&#39; in
some small wriy to help zit.
their lllllltllll fund 1&#39;:~i~"l&#39;.

Fol� tlmzd� that 1&#39;iuii1&#39;t t&#39;."l
tn know him, l&#39;:n ;:i-iiy, tin"
there are not innny I&#39;ll� l~�iel1-
ters nround. Our only ~<-Itwt
is tiiut ziitei Ed ;&#39;jT192&#39;u so
mueh to the youth of Ve-
rona, he never was iihlc to
obtain his Wish for his own
range in Verona.
MR. & MRS. .1�. F.F.?.GUSOi92"
Verona, i92-.&#39;.J., Dee. 2, 1068

1 BEST COPYAVAttABtE
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F  &#39; December 17, 1968
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»/~ bi/�

1 Dear �
This is to acknowledge receipt of your

letter dated December 14, 1968, concerning investi-
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI.

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant

Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should

have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours,

1. Edgar?� Heov&#39;e1:j
g/;_ W/"_

1 -&#39; John Edgar Hoover
J� � ~ Director
~/  nan-1s

�19-64>-¢-/ Q g »
-§;��___ CTG:bap �!�k§%g E� �I � 92

5:12;: _.._____ 92
Casper _ ____ 92~. �Culhhan i_._     0 0 0   &#39; L3 92 __
Conrau ii -. .1
Felt  . &#39; _ ,/
_ 1 �,
:11»! g___ I, �
.-�oxen ii.
Sulhv 1!} _____
Tilv-I _ _.____ 1 I
"rover  . . , IR
"r�.92_,,_ ;:.!.v.. K �

-JHmmc; __51-"-=1     1$3:ETYPE um? Cl

&#39; Q
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/92 a listing for
IQ; , ~I1linois, and no

¥922�/ correspondent.

A H/4

- NOTE:

This is the case which recently received

considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association  NRA! should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the

Department with an investigative report. The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no
derogatory information identifiable with
The November, 1968, te

_ 2 -
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� ingtcn, D C

Dear Sir:

I ncte yet have been crdered to irvestirate
the National Hifleman&#39;s Association cr that is whet
oar PEPE? st ta?!

K if "1
The following are some of the oteervaticrs

made over the years and new it seems they are
to a head. At the tire Spain was taken over

by the commuhists, Spain for scme time had had a gin
repristraticn law. I once saw a mcvie depicting the
aetmal ricts and take ever cf that rcxntry ty the ccmmies.
It shtwed private Citizens iefny forced to give rp
their hand gins, rifles etc. It stated that there were
lists cf these gins so that it was made easy for the
ccmmies to knew where the ylns were. that a deadly
rarallel tc ctr ccintry at vreeent. .

I have

coming

It miyht seem that ve had three instarees happened I
here which trcryht Ly the ide:s that a ;1n law weuld he t
the thing in the L S A. At first after these affairs
it seemed putlie sentiment all was fcr this re"ristraticn>

and licensing. Later wten the nvtlic has ties tc think
,.

f
the letters run against it. The Uaticral ii!;e@an&#39;s
Are "iaticn carried on a bitter fight.

I also heard a speech atott c*e year ago given
ty�a small manufacturer. He had carried on a ere man
fight against some cf the things which were being dcre
in the manufacttre cf ammtnitions rnd gmns for our gcv~
ernment fcr the war in Vietnam. It seems favlty ucrk-
man ship was being ordered hy scvefre higher hp tc dothis. He was teld tc lay eff or he scald lose his s /A;

i 1»/&#39;d
frcm the government. He was gatrictic and did not
lav off. He was harrassed, disgraced and finally _
for his efforts. ~= &#39;" �-

&#39;7  git-W.
/

&#39;1 -92-~- >-

.1 1�

~92:ui92*E$1�°&#39;*���m&#39;:&#39;

"1 1:1



Q � &#39;

There might he srve connection of this investipaticn
agairst the N E A becaxse cf their defezwined stance
against the pmn Ieyistraticn lew. It mould not sur~
prise me. There have been other things ccme vp lately
where some the CT some rcm{a�y has been brevght uy Fe-
fcre the I E S fcr ecne farcied reasons when éhet indi"

vidrrl or rcw any had rwn against thirys were not right
bxt were heir; Ucne hecamse scmerre h�gher pp fevcred
de�ne them.

1 doutt if ycx are at liberty to disclose who gave
the order to irvesti{ate the N P A. �rt if yet are I
wculd like to know whc gave the crder. Just like the
Crier f5ven the Fuetelo officers rot tc resist the hi-
jacking of that boat. And also whc gave the orders for
the other C S heats close by net to irterfere. It SeemS
surh orders were fiven.

&#39;l�h-nabs Pnr l&#39;1:vrv&#39;rw- r~::+*Tor~r~¢: tr ~,c.&#39;:rY §�P11&#39;_ 1&#39;".*Au:l||;92_; -A-92rL r-~v�..£ ~,~.¢~,r.»92. ~.92, -&92->4 -.._. &#39;-_.1*
were given the letter to reed. �fter Jan. there
might he some change, let rs hone so.

0 q
X _i
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, December 16, 1968

Z9033
1

}
This is to acknowledge receipt of your

letter on December 13, 1968, concerning investiga-
tion of the National Rifle Association by the FBI.

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

~~l__~ » The results of our investigation have
¥ been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department

of Justice, and if you have any further question
. concerning this matter you may desire to contact

that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours,
ovéi3*�

1* Director &#39;

� ~JQ�! John Edgar Hoover b//
.- �19-64! A /

&#39;17: V I __

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO /Loki� 92 e y  �R I �I

"1;  CTG/lrk / _
 <3!     A =-5,,

w � . . 9292
,. I .9292_ &#39;~_» /

.,-__ ,¢,

,&#39;  �.1/-1fl.r?81&#39;!i4[: &#39;rr.|_sIrY!&#39;! �JNITE: 1

1t$92
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FEQAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

XXXXXX

&#39; XXXXXX

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

El Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions
release to you. -

Section 552

U  b!�! U

U_  b!�! U

U  b!�! U

U

Cl

Cl

U  b!�! U

U  b!�! U

U  b!�!

El Information pertained only to a third party with
request is listed in the title only.

El Documents originated with another Government
for review and direct response to you.

indicated below with no segregable material available for

 b!�! A!

 b!�! B!

 b!�! C!

 b!�! D!

 b!�! E!

 b!�! F!

 b!�!

 b! 9!

Section 552:1

U  d!�!

U U!�!

U  l<!�!

C]  l<!�!

U  M32

U �&#39;<! -ll

U  l<l�!

C]  &#39;r<l�»

[ll  kit?!

no reference to the subject ofyour request or the subject of your

agenc}/ ies!. These documents were referred to that ageneytiesl

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency/ ies!. You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this infomiation following our consultation with the other agency ies!.

disposition at a later date.
Page s! withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

L Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of&#39;_L/Q~H@ �$4 "6  O/I [I
Page s! withheld for the following reason s!:�

Q� The following rium er is to be ed forvrefererfeqregarding these pages: A

//9 /Z63 10$/1 /�/  92./¢92�j-c>�2-// g

X,XXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X Deleted Page s! X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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I &#39;Z/ _::JH/.: .1
/ �I 2 &#39;�6=�*"--~

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Mr Hoover: .

I believe I heard on radio that your
office had been asked by/a legislator to investigate
the grounds on which the National Rifle Association
claims tax exemption. &#39; A

If you have not already done so, I suggest
that you begin with Senator&#39;Tydings. That senator
declared on national television�-presumably a non~
privileged utterance�- that this organization is
supported by the Arms manufactuters and he at least
hinted that it had no right to claimiex exemption.

I know members of this association who

unhesitatingly describe it as a "lobby." A local
man guessed that Senator Monroney perhaps lost
100,000 votes in Oklahoma merely for his sponsoring
to some extent the "fly~speck" Act which is the

only thing that the current legislature would allow.

�ours truly,

§;
79 333* / / 7__:_é__L_t

DEC 191988

I w

Z2 &#39;.
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¥92/�, �

<>ri=�

Irer�
Thank you for your letter of December 7th, with

enclosure; It was kind of you to give me the benefit of your obser-
vations.

For your information, the FBI, at the request of
i.&#39;¬i~. Fred I�.-i. Viiison, Jr. , Assistant Attorney General, Criminal
Ilivision, Department of Justice, conducted a limited investigation
to determine if the National Rifle Association should have regis-
tered with the Clerk of the House of Representatives as :1 lobbyist

&#39; in connection with gun control legislation. &#39; A

The results of our investigation have been furnished
to the Criminal Division, I.-epartnient of Justice, and you may wish -
to contact that office. I can assure you that the FBI will continue to

discharge its responsibilities with the same high degree oi� impar-
tiality, tiioroughness, and dispatch which have characterized our
investigations in the past.

_ _ Sincerely yours,
1*: -�__&#39;�� _ �¢ - . .

-7= -1»-leer f.»n<:rsi"~<_&#39;-_ __ A - . 92_

92

92._�

������ 1 - Buffalo - Enclosures �!:*?_fl"f. ___.__
--,_.

. gl�h�� ____--
- - Ca;<per_¬__._

Cullihin __._.-- NOTE: Bufiles show one prior outgoing &#39;60 ¢01�I�9,_$P°nd°Y1t _i� 1954
regarding a firearms identification matter. He is otherwise not J

5 identifiable. in Bufiles. During our inyestigation of this matter, we __ g
":n.&#39;:.: _________
Fe! "�
»~

e., ....i..4:r. ____-_ g "
T xx.-I _?________A WM,G:cae 4! .  ~ r�
 2 ,» y " _-1, ._-- -i - 92 NOTE continued Page Two. �
 �  MAIL H"- EM FFTL:"".�YF�EIUHIT[:l

I ,
7 &#39; L f. W�: 4 r/,..

i

v

. , » , r ~
r~-» .- /.~ ~ - ...» y .1 &#39;6&#39; I �- /
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NOTE continued: interviewed three officials of National Rifle
Association  NRA! and furnished the Department with an investi-
gative report. On December 10th, the Department advised that
an official of NRA registered on that date with the Clerk of the House

of Representatives as a lobbyist, and the Department requested that
any further investigation by the Bureau be discontinued.
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as ktg�
Mr.-J. Edgar Hoover _

Federal Bureau of Investiqation,
Washington, D. C& �

~ , I
P � I V ,/ _Uear Mr. Hoover: /¬/1 §.&#39;*. » { I - /1

This morning, I picked up my &#39;
CHRONICLE and glanced at the front
it was fully expected to find bold

and doubled it in spades...FBI Investigates NRA

v 4- . I

page. As it is the "Bay of
type pertaining to Pearl H

K

/

p/.

¬2492Ir. r1�92»l3<;"K{,
V11�. ]i92"[/ ..ch._..K�; M
ii .11�./z.~Q1:�l�_;,_»__

4*�-Y:  &#39; l&#39;1 in
11,
i W11 F it

&#39;. ,:- .1 ,1; ,____
&#39;-&#39; &#39;. �~nr;u! ______

A �. 92* _______ ______

� 2::. .. fa ___*_______
Riv. S1iiiivan,,,,____

315&#39;. T:1vel...._..-.._
Mr. &#39;l�r<-t,;p;-
Tl.-]*.�. Roan] ________
.92l~.=s H�-lmcS.._.__

Inf
copy of the Rochester 173.";-IOCHAT th�ss <mdy_~.__

mre�~�-
arbof?~*-�=== """""""

However, what I saw on the front page reaffirmed what the day is,

This letter is not being written as a slam against your organization,

I
1

It

YRA. It

see NRA

restrict
further
throw of our qovernment.

As a member of NRA, I resent this action
it has to be, to eliminate slams and innuendos
and statements made by you, in the past, I bel

1

i

FBI, and from time to time,

%/

nvolved, but realize that ,

is realized that you are in the middle on this.action involving
is obvious that there are people in high position that wish to
die a quick death, in order to have little opposition to both
ive firearm laws and total confiscation of all weapons. It is
obvious that some of these same people would back illegal over-

I

against NRA. From articles
eve that you realize fully

what NRA is and what they do and what they have done.

The "nickel and dime" tax angle, from being labelled a possible
l

A

obby, is their, the "anti gun" people&#39;s, possible weapon against ERA.
s a grass roots member of NRA, and thoroughly reading all of the items

that they release to the public, it is strictly education of facts and
legislative happenings. In New fork State, a JRA Hunter Safety Course
. . . . ,1
is the way to a hunting license. This is definitely an education to ,/;/

9 reserve freedom of our great country in all] i*e§>ect%.L¢  _,_,,.,.4

What galls me probably the mOStgE$IgS�. Some o the loudest people
wanting NRA&#39;s hide are members of the largest "lobby" going, although
not labelled. They and their organizations have meddled in politics for
years. Much of their doings are directly responsible for crime in the
streets, riots and murders. They hold billions in TAX FReE properties,
and are corporations unto themselves. Some involved would take over

government by any means, including screaming at NRA and sneak in where
they can to grab what they can,_while protective organizations are busy
"ghost hunting". You know who I mean..THE CHURCHES! I wonder how many,
tomorrow, will mention Pearl Harbor and then Monday, back to worki

- _ �- !_&#39; r iii- V . � .
. . . . ,

n

The newspapers wo

pieces. Today, in my m
carried articles blami

reaistration lists and

letter, in answer to a

PKLGQ over YPA whenever possible are the mouth-

ail, another little gem came to light. Vany papers
g the NYE Motor Vehicle Bureau for selling their
are responsible for junk mail. An explanatory
letter I wrote, spelled out their intolvement.

It directly charged the paoers as twisting the facts. I have other letters
...twisting of facts by newspapers to Suit their



whims. Another, very portant one, involved a st ement that the Boy
Scouts of America was considering dropping it badge
in their oropram. This was simoly not true. _ J
wl &#39; &#39; ° � - -e~ &#39;

Anot

pass, e number 0 m_s1n ormation inc e es. I can see editorials blasting
organizations and individuals, but to make NEWS ARTICLES editorials, this
is not right, in any scnse. &#39; &#39;

wonder who is resconsible for all this mayhem in the United States.
 sq.olr, is obvious who plays what roles, despite the noisy ghost hunters,
shifting blame wherever possible, other than at their doorstep. True, the
involvement is numerous, so ALL chips should fall to the respective door-
steps.

Nr. Hoover, I write this letter as a simple request. In the name of
humanity and freedom, please be fair to whatever organization comes under
attack or investigation. As in the past, continue to insure that you whole
organization is fair and factual, despite political pressures and whims
of individuals and money.

If NRA is a lobby, it can be only a lobby insuring freedom and return
to sanity and common sense. IRA has the respect of many...the FBI has the
resoect of many. Are not both of the organizations working for the same
coal, although from different positions? Has the FBI ever been called a
lobby? "

Please continue to just be fair.

Thank you.

ail/I
�L!.92/
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Fellow Sportsman:

We are in the midst of the hunting seasons and therefore our guns are
foremost in our activities...AT THE MOMENT!

In three weeks, the deer season will be about_done. Our guns will be
oiled and returned to storage for next year. Our thoughts will turn
to the hustle and bustle of Christmas, snowblowers, overtime at work

and just about everything other than the shooting sports.

There are some peonle who do not forget about
every day it is in their minds. Many of these
of the hobby. Indoor target work, rabbits and
fields, planning of next year&#39;s trip, looking

our
are

fox
to

t

sport! Each and
the really dedicated
pursuit in snowy
aking their sons on

their first hunting are the thoughts.

However, another small, but dedicated group is about! These are the
people with thoughts contrary to free use AND ownership of ALL guns.
Like the one rotten annle in the barrel, it will spoil the whole
barrel. It has to be removed before all is lost.

with apples, it can be spotted easily and quickly removed. However,
with people, it takes longer to find and remove the spoilage. There
are those of us who have worked long and hard to find these people,
provide the factual education to alleviate the myths in their minds.
working for the best of legislation for all, we&#39;ve managed to work
in. . &#39;

We are a very tired bunch! At times, we wonder whether we are really
doing much to help our snort. We feel that we have done our part. We
look for oeonle to take over the load and fight! Very few come for-
ward, so renewed dedication is our only answer!

YOU, the nimrod and experienced, can REALLY DO YOUR PART...NOW! You
have all heard of the National Rifle Association. Many of you have
thought of joining, from time to time, but have not. Some of you may
only know of NRA through the daily press AND perhaps in s bad light.

NRA has been behind every gun owner and free citizen for NEARLY ONE
HUNDRED YEARS. They have trained shooters in accuracy and in the best
of shooting safety. They have provided the best in open competition
on ranges. Many of our nation&#39;s heroes in fighting for freedom and
keeping it have been NRA trained. They have fought for decent legis-
lation at all levels, favorable to ALL citizens. In essence, NRA is
a MAJOR part of our great heritage. I think that it is safe to say,
and history prove, that this one organization has been foremost in
keeping America free. _. &#39; g

Five past presidents of our great country have been NRA members. Now,
s sixth is about t. take office. Richard Nixon is a LIFE MEMBER of
NRA. Another great hero can be spawned...with YOUR help.

/zqsék /6�



v &#39; 4 _ How can you help? &#39;1�§".best of legislation can bw » REALITY for YOU!
The strongest orpanization of responsible gun owners, ever, is here,
ready to serve you. Your voice will Join the loudest chorus ever
conceived, for freedom for ALL. .

NRA has ONE MILLION MEMBERS, from all walks of life, BUT HE NEED YOU!
Your membership insures ONE MORE VOTE for decency and return to sanity
in this country. Your thoughts and ideas to this and will Join others
to insure this reality.

The yearly dues are YOUR insurance policy for that gun of YOURS to L
stay in YOUR home. Your monthly mazezina, "THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN", is
terrific and worth the cost of membership alone. Row much is YOUR
membership? Just $6 rezularly. However, I&#39;m sending in a group of
your

Drop
1600
line

help

1969

fellow shooters...at ONLY $5 per membership.

a hint for Christmas, there is an ideal Or drop s line to NRA,
Rhoda Island Avenue,N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Or, drop a
or call me and I&#39;ll do the paperwork. Any NRA member will also
you.

is the year of decision for us and whether we will be ALLOWED
to OWN our guns. Join with Richard Nixon as your hunting partner
and EACH AND EVERY responsible gun owner as YOUR friend.

Call me NOW2 or drop a line. Sign up NOW and I&#39;ll hit you for
$5 after Januar lst should you wish...or any time inbetween.

.16

the

Yours for the best in your
l!*Lf/ shoot np s orts,

_..__.__.-.9

eseses e �-=s eseses eeesse esesee assess areas; ese>er es<>¢+ a:.+-= e+4>e>
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I hereby apply for membership in the National Rifle Association, in-
cludinp a subscription to "THE AMERICAN RIFLENEN". I certify that I am
a citizen of zood repute of the United States of America; that I am
not a member of any organization or group having as its purpose or one
of its purposes the overthrow by force and violence of tha_Governmant
of the United States or any of the political subdivisions; that I have
never been convicted of a crime of violence; and that, if admitted to
membership, I will fulfill the obligations of good sportsmanship and
good citizenship. .

Nam e

City

 §1gnstura!

Addressl _

State Zip _ fAge i

.Make checks payable to NRA.
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Honorable Earle Cabell

House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

� °� , enc1osing_a

letter fro al1as , Texas ,
concerning nves ga ion o e in onal n1z1ae �** &#39;

Association has been received.

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal.
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto. .

You may also wish to advise your constituents
that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the
Federal Government and, as such, does not determine
whether prosecutive action will be undertaken in any
situation. Such decisions concerning violations of
Federal law are within the province of the Attorney
General. Voluminous data regarding riots and rioters
have been furnished to the Attorney General.

. I am enclosing some material which you may
wish to send to your constituents and I am returning ,/g
the constituents� letter. � , ,&#39;
. Lf

Sincerely yours,

own?

/92,_ .

3  ,.~:2  /92 12&#39;
Enclosures �! 92" &#39; 92

ItcTG/1fk7¬�~§ 92 y1�;j �! &#39; L set NOTE PAGE mo - "
rl //is§:  iji�fdl-.-!~:}�|"&#39;! rvrJli"[::_]
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Honorable Earle Cabell

Description of enclosures:

�! Statement of Director before the National Commission
on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 9/18/68.

�! Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the
New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism." &#39;

�! Message from Director to all Law Enforcement Officials,
May, 1968.

NOTE

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association  NRA! should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requeste
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable
with the constituents. We have had cordial relations with
Congressman Cabell in the past.

_ 2 _
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C December 13. 19685- i
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;E__§ if�? ~ 1&#39;.-.:: 3. �
Y�;-< 2&#39;1? Q&#39;2 ::~*:_

Director I
/Office of Congressional Liaison

Federal Bureau of Investigation

The Deoartment of Justice

Washington, D. C.

iii;
E???� Dear Sir.

&#39; COMMITYEE:
SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS

SUBCOMMITTEEI
Maureen SPACE Fuorrr

HUGH G. HART. Jn.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Mas. Jsnms GRINDBEKG
EXECUTIVE SECREFARY

---1-......._

Mr &#39;1 � n

92/
bl I� 1,�-[@342 ____
M �-.., 1&#39;� I__ .~.  "}!%ep.L______
M  &#39; , 1-l&#39;- 4 :<�.92£- .
Mr.  _&#39;::lZ::!:sn___
M r.

� M1". &#39;
3Pu 7"&#39; ;-"1~E - .

72¢�;-Lia.!
S in .-. ¢&#39;;.1_.»
:i

*10
� 1!... .__1TIT

&#39; s a letter received in my office from�En 0. 1
&#39; &#39; &#39; the FBI&#39;sA .-n which they are protesting

&#39; - 1/ - - .� - inves ca lO� 0 eékational Rifle Association.
. .. .._ I.»....-/-<~"-&#39; �"

&#39; &#39; � �1ents on this matter so�P/I u" �I would greatly appreciate your cornn
ithat I might know how to respond to their commun

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am

_ Sincerely,

V/"� _.
/= _ 92~
_ A

ication.

EARLE CABELL, M. C.
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DEC 111958

.tjr%ia as, exas Q I &#39;
�T%cember 6, 196

Hon, Earle Cabell

United�States House of Rep?@S8nt8tiV9SNashinTton, D.C. &#39;
L

Dear Srr: &#39; §L¢1;_ i
I must strongly protest-the FBI investigation Of the NRA-
It is an insult to the organization and to the 1,O53,355t
members when you investigate the NRA, you investigate
I113.

Let&#39;s be constructive. Let&#39;s Set S°�e effective legislation
through. Let&#39;s investigate, and not whitewash the riots,
riotefs and esneciallv the instigators of the riots. Let
the law abiding zens live in peace.

/�x . 1 ,,
LI 2  ! I

I

#?~@¥47

Q.� J.-.1� -1-
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� Honorable Charles H Percy
United States Senate

Washington, D C 90515

My dear Senator

Your commun1cat1on of Pecenber 15
I -

Eas leen recleivii
I received letter~ previously and have rep e xere 0 There

92;/92
.< _92�_

Enclosures �!

CTG:DC

�! i-A� &#39;Y Rm. &#39;51 119-64 *~"�"" 9&#39;

See note page
______________

MAILED 21

DEC 2 0 1958

&#39;1�
. I f� "�92

n I. H"  &#39;rs;I.1."t"*n»� UNI

December 20 1960

of a letter from

dated December 10

is enclosed 1 formatlon a copy of
/ my letter to dated December 13 l�68

In accordan r request I am
returning the copy of letter

Slncerely yours,
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Honorable Charles H. Percy

NOTE: &#39;

This is the case which recently received c nsiderable
press coverage. The Qepartment requested investigat on to
determine whether the*National Ei1lg_AssocigtionQ{NRA! should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and
furnished the Department with an investigative report.
The Department on 12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered
on 12/10/68, with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobb ist d e t d th t f th i t� tiy ; an requ s e a any ur er nves iga on
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau i-:1-_ derogatory information identifiable w

&#39; Previous correspondence with Senator Percy as een cor a .

E
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December 15, 1968

I .

Si
neeaiéatasfyoezetseeeantss�gmn

Federal Bureau of Investigation �/

for such consideration as the communication �J

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a regort .

thereon, in duglicate to accompany return of

inclosure.

!~
It By direction of

;r / "

-� 1&#39; Z� , Charles H. Percy/bb
.- ,/ ,. �_-/� ,__ ___.~,_,_,_,,._._..__._., ._.,. . .
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~ December 17, 1968

_ Honorable William L. Scott 7.� J 7/ &#39;�
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

//7/J/~°24 13 ma

My dear Congressman:

Your communic , 1968,enclosing a letter from oncerning
our investigation of the a iona 1 e sociation
has been received. re~~""-�""""��"*������"����

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of
Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should

have registered with the Clerk of the Hbuse of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with

gun control legislation. The results of our investi�
gation have been furnished to the Criminal Division,
Department of Justice, and if you have any further
questions concerning this matter, you may desire to
contact that office relative thereto.

With respect to the other inquiries, I
can tell you the FBI has conducted a considerable
amount of investigation regarding the subversive
movement which threatens our country today. Being
strictly an investigative agency of the Department
of Justice, we have furnished the results of our
inquiries to the Attorney General for his opinion
with respect to prosecution in these matters.

I am enclosing some material which you
may wish to send to your constituent and, in addition,
I am returning the constituent&#39;s letter pursuant to

your reqnest,- /I . .. _
I ..I A 570/ V

Sincerely yours,
~J. Edgar Eioover &#39; _ .&#39;

1 ere-
J

osures �!
.1032� :14! ~*¢°�§¬ sma: NOTE PAGE TWO. . . .
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Honorable William L. Scott

Description of Enclosures:

�! Statement of Director before the National
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of

Violence, 9/18/68. -
�! Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the

New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism."
�! Turbulence on the Campus.

NOTE:

This is the case which recently received

considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association  NRA! should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the

Department with an investigative report. The Department
on 12/l0/68 advised that the NRA registered on
12/l0/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no

derogatory information identifiable with the constituent.

We have had cordial relations with Congressman Scott in

the past. -

_ 2 _

&#39; -
� &#39;92



-;;;
I�* 92&#39;.

Z1, Li;-I
.&#39;-.,,=.-Ii

=f1�i�fl111:�,

e��
 _.
j-.in»:Q

<1�;

-iii
_; �"1

"1":

PQQ
;&#39;fE;::1

aal

.&#39;§_- i
:7 :41

E4;-T�
sg
21:�.

�..;,:,.-

I

i� r,  W" 1�! * � 56/
an i /1

A

�-2;: *"

f �D�

- �iongrzss of the wniteb élaies

390115: of Rcpresentatibes

Haxbinqlun, 18.6. n

/:9 December l3 196 8
/ /g Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Director, FBI

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

, The attached communication./

92

is sent for your consideration. E
r. Please investigate the statements P

-1 fl �
1 1,.-+ &#39; 4+1-. &#39; A4� &#39;

contained therein and iorward mc92 I I O,

._a�
the necessary information for re~

ply, returning the enclosed corre- 4~

spondence with your answer. y

Yours trul Y:

/7/ , 1 _

William L. Scott, M. C- �92--~�./" ..
8th district, Virginia

at.�
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Deer Mr. Scott,

I would like to take this opportunity to

congratulate you on your re election to Congress

from this district.

I read in the news today that the FBI is

investigating the National Rifle Association

at the request of our so called Justice Dept

at the taxpayers expense, of course. I Wonder

if you have any information concerning the baSiS

for this investigation?

In my opinion there are hundreds of sub-

versive organizations in this country that

seriously warrant a through investigation other

then the �.R.A.

Has the Justice Dept. instigated any in-

vestigations of the Black Panthers, Blackstone

Rangers, Black United front, American Civil

Libertys Union or any of the organizations

disrupting our colleges today? If not, can Con-

gress direct theFBI to do this?

I haven&#39;t heard of any NRA members murdering

policemen or staging battlefield type street
demonstrutions. &#39;

I only hope and pray that the Nixon admin-

istration, with the help of good Congressmen

like yourself, can restore Amerioanism to this

country.

//qi/6y-_;<Q,->1�  _b7 "/
]E7}?CLO�S&#39;u"BE J _ " ,

&#39; 3* . -Q
{&#39;1 . &#39; .

| &#39;  _ &#39;

3" _ _
t &#39; -"I "&#39; � _ _ � __
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Honorable Joel T. Broybill
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman.

You - ~ 19, 1968, enclosing
a letter from concerning our
investigation Association has
been received.

� The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto.

In accordance with your request, I am returning
Mr. Barthe1ow&#39;s letter. .

Sincerely yours,

92..
, .44,

/ �/7 4

Enclosure _ , J
92

, 1

c&#39;r<;;1>c ,/V /F3 1;--�
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/ /See note page 2 k&#39;;/
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Honorable Joel T. Broyhill

NOTE:

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association  NRA! should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requeste
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable
with the constituent. Qur relations with Congressman Broyhill
have been generally satisfactory.

_ 2 _
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December l9, 1968

7,
I 92

Federal Bureau of Investigation

-_ Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The attached communication, or pertinent extracts
thereof, is sent for your consideration. Please investigate

COMMITTEES:
WAYS AND MEANS

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HOMER LEE KROUT
ADMINISYRATIVE ASSISTANT

the statements contained therein and forward me the necessary
&#39; information for reply returning the enclosed correspondence

with your answer.

Any assistance you can properly render toward accomplishing
the objective stated in the enclosure will be appreciated.

with best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
"&#39;�92

,. /i*»/Q---,��92��*-
Joel T Broyhi1l,.M C&#39; /W?/&#39;3?

J
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Honorable Joel T. Broyhill
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C . 20515

&#39; 92
� I

Sir 5

How is it that the Federal Bureau of/Investigation, an agency of the federal
government, is allowed to harass thdo�ational Rifle Association with its in-
timidating investigations? The only "crime" which the°NRA stands accused of
is tht it has the courage to defend the basic rights of Americans.

It appears highly contradictory to require a person to give up his time, fight-
ing for rights in Southeast Asia, when these same rights are becoming non-
existent in our own country,

Sincerely

I

»:t92s

�I __;� -

6

,. err-1 n-qziqt-�._.;. .&#39; . ,�,-..&#39;- z__&#39;
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_ December 24, 1968

//9&#39; W 3- 5 b

Honorable James C. Cleveland

House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

Your letter 0 A closing I
a copy of a letter frot , concern- }! L/
in our investi ation 0 ne a. ona ss0ciation~*8 8

has been received.

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited_investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire"
to contact that office relative thereto.

� Sincerely yours,

I T".� :11? :~:;{":&#39;.&#39;i.&#39;6&#39;I&#39;

"H QLD I DC . ~ »
. ;¥,1 �! ;ft// J I?!

I7 4&#39; 17! /
�_�_ 7

n
1 //~ ;�- § 2 .{whee /-. /A ee note page

1.:-&#39; .__,___ /
1.::.:v ___j is

~ - »r/&#39;_"� r

lw 1:: i___.
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Honorable James C. Cleveland

NOTE:

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to

determine whether the National Rifle Association  NRA! should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on
12/l0/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable
with the constituent. Our relations with Congressman Cleveland
are limited but have been generally satisfactory.

- 2 - p- .
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JAMES C. CLEVELAND � &#39; &#39; Wnsumaron Ormcz:
20 Dls1&#39;., N:-:w HAMPSHIRE

. .

COMMITTEES:
PUBLIC WORKS

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE

CONGRESS

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

L:fT__&#39;_~_9292 _  H12 Lomwonm House Ornc: Bum.
- _ &#39;  * Wnsumarou, D.C. 20515

Qtungrzss at the Q�niteh évtates  mm
3901152 of ikepresentatihes

Washington, E. ¢. I

DISTRICT Ornczsx
316 FEDERAL Bu|u:>m0
55 PLEASANT STREET

Couconn, New HAMPSHIRE 0330!
Tz|_= 2.20-4187

15% MAIN S-rnszf
NASHUA, New Hnursumz 03060

TEL-: 883-4525

DCCcmbct 20 ,

/�//I &#39;*&#39;//

/
/.7/,,,

,  ,.

hon. * Hoover, Director ~
Federal Bureau of Investigation &#39; &#39; " "

I . .~
- Department of Justice 4 �Ii; ~

92 n1

92 �~.

K

92

*2

E
.92j,

.§{

1 £9/2/wk /"&#39;//2

qy who
National Rifle Association.

"ashington, D.C. l 3c

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I um enclosiup a copy of a letter from a constituent

is concerned about the F.3.I.&#39;s iuvestiration of the

Q10
oo

Any assistance you could qivc we in answering my

constituent&#39;s inquiry would be most appreciated.

Sincerely, 8 ll �

J&#39;nes C. Cleveland, C. &#39;

,7I �v :

-..¢

,� #"��

92.
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The Honorable James Cleveland
ll19 Lonzworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515 »

Dear Congressman Cleveland:

It has come to my attention that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation has launched an investigation of the
National Rifle Association. This inquiry reportedly is
being made at the request of an unidentified member of
Congress. As I have been a member of the National Rifle
Association for the past twenty years, I would appreciate
learning Ehy such an inquiry.

The National Rifle Association has, in the past, opposed
unwarranted and unreasonable laws pertaining to firearms;
however, no subversive activity has ever come to my atten-
tion. Unfortunately, many people feel that investigation by
a police authority, particularly the F.B.I., is indicative
of wrong-doing; therefore, as both a member of the¢N.R.A.
and citizen of the United States, I question the legitimacy
of this inquiry.

E Sinc

WEP:mtj 89&#39;

//W� B

92
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_ December 13, 1968

.92tC"5:3.  ,
Honorable James Harvey
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman: // /
Your letter of December 9, 1968, enclosing

a copy of excerpts from a constituent&#39;s letter
concerning our investigation of the National Rifle
Association has been received.

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal

Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto.

with respect to the other inquiries, I can
tell you the FBI has conducted a considerable amount
of investigation regarding the subversive movement which
threatens our country today. Being strictly an investi-
gative agency of the Department of Justice, we have
furnished the results of our inquiries to the Attorney
General for his opinion with respect to prosecution in
these matters.

I am enclosing some material which you may
wis d to our constituent.

MAILED 20

_ 0 Sincerely yours,D t C 1 u 195% J, Edgar Hoover

1! I 92 �. -    1 92
. __f,r&#39;j . 2/
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Honorable James Harvey

Description of Enclosures: i

�! Testimony of Director before House Subcommittee on
Appropriations 2/3/68.

�! Statement of Director before the National Commission on
the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 9/18/68.

�! Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the
New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism."

�! Turbulence on The Campus.

NOTE:

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association  NRA! should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and
furnished the Department with an investigative report.
The Department on 12/10/68 advised that the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued, The constituent is not
identified in the Congressman�s correspondence. Congressman
Harvey is on the Special Correspondent&#39;s List.

_ 2 _
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incerely, is

i I�

/1 ~AMES HARVEY, M. C.
V  /

JH/dl

W�

Q >-I  ~ i ,__§_&#39;1&#39;;,.2 Qy IJ &#39; �HEMES HARVEY .  � DISTRICT Orncis:*0 -.. -- ~ _ . ,~ 1� �

w 92
Bin D|sm|c1&#39;, M|cn|om U _- ,2  I_ -. �

-  * i  I0-I1 JEFFERsON-BAUM Couwr

Qtungress of the %Initeh étates
INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN commence

n Washington, %.¢. 20515

&#39; 4;!! CANNON Orncs Bu||_nmc S�GmAw&#39; Mlcmmm
755-6565Tnsmouz» 225-2806

&#39; 409 Fowl�

Pom� Hunou. Mlculsm
982-0591

&#39; December 9, 1968

»�.:_=.,t&#39;-.;�1  /i&#39;  _,~ /
H � "92 Q//�&#39;v""&#39; /

I -»9292
"K Honorable J. Edgar Hoover � "

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice h
Washington, D.C. /� . 5

0! "/713,1,-1 , /l:W"�> A /"L
Enclosed you will find a copy of excerpts from

a recent letter from a constituent in which an inquiry
is made relative to FBI investigations. I would appreciate
any comments you care to make and any information you can £1
provide.

Dear Mr. Hoover

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. K
With kindest regards,

dri-

D X3 .»-*, ., REC-63  gr.
92- ?~&#39;..I�i"*l&#39;**��&#39; 92�~"&#39;}.-»*"&#39;� 4//7 "  I

v . h�.q f .DY,�  . t 12. DEC .J=1¢1§}68
&#39;92.4 �{o;  .i
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TRUE copy

; Dec. 6, 1968

�_»:;;. -r..&#39; &#39;1.� ~,

Dear Rep James Harvey,

I just heard on the news, the F. B. I.
is requested by an unidentified congressman to
investigate the National Rifle Association. I

am trying to serve my country by demanding
;£; that you please do something about getting

the F.B.I. to investigate the "Black Panthers" t

S.D.S. etc. etc. etc. Communist organizations
led by Eroffesional leaders, lets get on the
ball and pass some legislation that will
make a few wrong things "Wrong" I also

" TRUE COPY
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December 26, 1968

v,.�/

Ina J. Edgar Hoover _ §j,//
Federal Bureau of Investigation ygxyf/J ,
Washington, D.0.

Dear Sir:

After receiving your reply to my letter of December 14, 1968, .
I concluded that it had been addressed to the wrong person and I have
redirected my questions to Mr. Fred Vinson, Jr.

Thank you for your consideration in answering so promptly. I believe
that if all our government agencies were run as ably as the Federal Bureau
of Investigation we would have fewer problems and a more stable and respected
government.

r Sincerely,
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UPI-85 - . l
 GUNS! _/D y

wAsH1NcToN--THE FBI IS 1NvEsT1cAT1Nc THE sTATus or THE NATIONAL
RIFLE AssocAAT1oN THE PoHEREuE ANTTcuN CONTROL oRcAN1zAT1oN HH1cH HAs
NEvER REc1sTEPED As A DcHEsT1c LOBBY sEcAusE IT coNTENDs IT IS HoT A
LOBBYING BODY.

A sPoHEsHAN SAID THE FBI HA5 ASKED To 1NvEsTTcATE NRA AT THE REQuEsT
or THE JU§TICE DEPARTMENT. A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT sPoxEsNAN HAD No
COMMENT ExcEPT To NDTE THAT EEDERAL EAH REQUIRES THAT DOMESTICLOBBYISIS TO REcIsTER wITH THE CLERK 0E THE HousE or REPREsENTATTvEs. A

A SPOKESMAN EoR NRA SAID THE QUESTION~OF REc1sTRAT1oN WOULD BE l
REvI:wED SOON BY THE ASSOCIATION&#39;S ExEcuT1vE HDARD. �

A PUBLISHED REPDRT TODAY SAID THE FBI INvEsTIcATIoN wAs SPARKED av 1.
COMPLAINTS ERDH AN UNIDENTIFIED HENEER OF coNcREss.

,sEN. THoHAs D. DoDD D-coNN. LONG TINE PRDPDNENT or sTRcNc cuN
CONTROLS§ FORMALLY REQ�EsTED A éoNcREssIoNAE 1NvEsTIcATIoN DURING
sENATE D_sATE 0N THE GUN CONTROL BILL LAST sEPT. 12.

HE SAID THE NRA&#39;s TAX EXEMPT sTATus sHouLD BE L1sTED AND THE
ASSOCIATION SHOULD BE EoRcED To REcIsTER As A LOBBY.� &#39;_ _

A SPOKESMAN EDR THE sENAToR SAID TODAY HowEvER hE HAD NEvER MADE
ANY REcuEsT FOR 1NvEsT1cAT1oN To THE JusTicE DEPARTMENT OR ANY OF -
QTS AGENTS. F
k_ 12/¬--ZG237PES _
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~_ �ic vioi:&#39;.�.&#39;or of the 1-1-cl-?r;.l

�f�.|;l:itin;*. of l.:>Y*.E"»;.&#39;:&#39;1_-&#39;1 Art. I
i .92&#39;i .»&#39;92 nf.&#39;E1:inl:1 .�iI..i:&#39;;5in;! ii &#39;1&#39;
;ti;¢: l0lil!_92&#39;in;.&#39; �iziw <li|!u&#39;1 .11�;-I_,
�in Zl.:: cl!�m"i.92; .&#39;:.,:»in&#39;£ jjrz. ll�
l|�:;l l1�;�|§llI;ll¢:1§ -3;, ],.»_§i~;f&#39;4;;_"

:..;>=.i�l lill92�!l -&#39;|;i-&#39; ,&#39;--:~ I� &#39;r~.>
I l<&#39;mi.&#39;iz".&#39;1i_1-ll _921-.&#39;.:i-:&#39;92&#39; H Hi
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; i ~w>1=m .~.-sr-m... "
, � &#39;-"lit? 3l<::1i..92, 92&#39;.&#39;.�i0 <&#39;nnde;.&#39;§ *�

Q inter-vi<<92&#39;/s Ill. iiw l92&#39;ll.-92 ll..&#39;.&#39;. _-l
_.- quarter: at 1300 lihocle I.~;lr:-vi�

H&#39; �ave. nv/.,&#39; said they were tiicrc �
= gllndcr Justice Departnicnt or-
.�,dc-rs as the 2�f:S&#39;.lll of :1 com-

mlcint by an unizlcnti!�icil=

�member of Congress, ol&#39;i&#39;3ci:1ls
said.

Ch5ll92&#39;_!I&#39;:r4 that the NRA has
If"?!-2,-_{w.l in :::::&#39;_:-;:E:;t< rec? loh�.»_~.--

Mun; have nc-on mnrlc tl|r:>ugli-
out Congrcssioiinl l1carin_~;s on

3 gun-control legislation. E .
Chief critics of the l92&#39;l1.92

have included Sen. Thomas
&#39; Dodd  D-Conn.! and Sen. Erl-
lwz~.rd "M. Kennedy  D-Mass!.
Aides to both Senators said

lthey did not I-znow the source ,
-ici tlzc specific complain:

lunder investigation. -
It is a rrisclczncanor, p�.1Z�;l$l�.-

ahlc by 2. year in prison and
_$aCu0 zine, to engage �for pay"
1n_ influencing legislauon
without registering with the

Clerk_of the House of Repre-
sentatives and filing regular "
reports.� C,
jThe FBI would not �say

whether it had turned up any
evidence of such activity. _

NRA officials frequently tes-
tify at gun-control hearings
but they contend that they do
so only to �present the vzc":.&#39;s
of members." They also main-
tain the legal right to �in-_&#39;
form� the membership of one

Wishop~ Casper *1

Callahan

Conrad

F°� 7a
J; _%__

Sullivan  1_

Tavel _s_

Trotter
Tele. Room /
Holmes
Gandy

._ /

I A -/A
  II 92
Z l 

Myé, .

92

The Washington Post.
Times l-lerald

The Washington Daily News __.__

The Evening

The Sunday Star  Washington!

Daily News  

Sunday News  New York!

New York Post

Star  Washington! i,

New York!

The New York Times _._______

The Sun  Baltimore!

The Daily World



I
&#39; � 924

~.

4

I .

..-  ~�

:5;-is b

9
92,-L/ * ."

.1 1:�..�!

&#39; Tolson  .
"92
ceLoo<:n _i _

�Johr
515!-mp ii

_* Casper _
� - Callahan

- Conrid
.7=it
31.-2 � &#39;�
"!C.:r92n �

I<"l
Tn1t&#39;~�r
T�u 5

It . av

..&#39;:1l:.&#39;1{:�

Hclrro;
1&#39;1

£4 u4 , _>-_»-

1,!//9�   January7,11§69

5;:
�.-

5
_, O

O

1-~,

Honorable Sam Steig-or
House of Representatives
�Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

I have received your comm �ct &#39; n of -In.r1=.1w= 3rd

en losine a co of a letter from ehoenix�-&#39; Q� ta  I D
£92xI&#39;lZO�3..

�filth respect to your constituent�s comment, you
may wish to advise him that the FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.

Vinson, J r. , Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, Depart
ment of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National, Rifle Association should have registered with the Cleric of
the House of Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with gun
control legislation. The results of our investigation have been fur-
nished to the Criminal Division, Department of Justice, and you may
wish to contact that office. h.7/1

.-

You may also wish to informptliat the rm
has conducted a considerable amount of inves gauon regarding the
subversive movement which threatens our country today. Being a
strictly investigative agency of the Department of Justice, we fur-
nish. the results of our inquiries to the Attorney General for his
opinion respect to prosecution in these matters. fa

Sincerely yours,

% i-.  . j"��92.  zQlv*..»= -f�:
- Phoenix � Enclosures �! � D �V B  u l

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record o  Congressman
Steiger  R -Arizona! was elected to Congr er , 1966, and we
have enjoyed very limited, but cordial relations with him. During our
investigation of this matter, we interviewed three officials of National

/ ¢<";Rif1e Association  NRA! and furnished the Department with an investigative//� report. On December 10th, the Department advised that arrofficial of
I .
/&#39; _  registered on that date with the Clerk of the House of Representatives

�as 23 _lt_i%§ist, and the Department requested that any further investigation by
�AAIL soc.-.1 TELETYPE um� G /

the Bureau be discontinued. FMG:mrm Q6! � a Z.-1"�92&#39;~&#39;._ ,�_,__.,r
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, us. � �

/�H WASHINGTQN, D.C.
/

1-3;§2, ________ H.................... _-, 196_�_.

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
FBI

Justice

.1376!

thanks

.92�
92
92

b ,,
C�7��1 T�, , .
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Sam Steiger, M. C.
Arizona - 3
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   Dec 261968!

Phoenix, riz

Dear Representative Steiger:

I will start this letter by saying that I am a law

abiding American citizen, who is washed, has a haircut
and W! rks every day to feed and support my family.

I was shocked Sir, to read in Saturday&#39;s Ariz. Republic
that the National Rifle Ass. is being investigated by the F. B. I.
It is my opinion that when we bring patriotic, loyal American
organizations such as this one under investigation, our country
is in serious trouble.

It would make more sense to me to investigate such
organizations as A. D. A. , S. D. S. , and some of the other militants
who make no secret of their intentions to rearrange our country by
violence. &#39;

I will conclude this letter by saying that I supported and
voted for you during the election, and would sincerely appreciate
any efforts on your behalf to bring this unreasonable investigation
to a quick end. t

Respectfully Yours

D
I370,

COPY:nm

. _.-- l
/&#39; f
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The Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr Hoover:

I was just looking at a clipping I took
from a newspaper some time ago to the effect that the
Quantico Marines complain that they are compelled to
serve as markers at rifle ranges-on their off�days
whether they want to or not. _

Is that a consequence of the National
Rifle Association&#39;s lobbying activity?

I have not seen in The �ew York Times or
other newsoaper an report ,interim or otherwise,
of your investigation into the question of whether
the National Rifle Association is a lobby or nctn
If it is, it ought to be registered as such. Further
it should lose its tax-exempt status,

There is to~ e a general overhaul ofthe tax-exempt
status of Foundations and I hope the National Rifle
Association will be included in this.

I Yours truly

6�
I �gt?/Z�

14 MAR 19 3565
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REC- 24 //§ ,5 ;/ - 51¢]
e Honorable Jacob K. Javits

United States Senate - ~

Washington, D. C. 20510

?92

My dear Senator: A

I The Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Division oi�
the Internal Revenue Service by letter of April

our communication enclosing a letter01� -__ t and it was received on April 4th

With respect to your constituent&#39;s inquiries, you
may wish to advise her that the FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr. , the then Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division,
Department oi Justice, conducted a limited investigation to determine
if the National Rifle Association should have registered with the Clerk
of the House of Representatives as a -lobbyist in connection with gun
control legislation. The results of our investigation have been furnished
to the Criminal Division, Department of Justice.

_ � I am returning the enclosure as you requested.
/.

Sincerely yours,  l
2 1- E5881� Hoover _ 92/&#39;1

I, vi 9292 5 �

J L : 3 ~�~J 1 &#39;
O 4* Enclosure 1&#39;  I - ~. .~

CeLao:ni-__. �
~ . �J ,

_ .< _ .. 9.r -gf�;�§.;"*�� NOTE: Bufilés disclose: we have enjoyed cordiaL.co�rre_s � &#39; &#39;1�
§j;&#39;;*;�;&#39;m �K Se r Javits but contain no information identifiable withggypdg niiiing; our;-�1ges_ti� ation of N aticnal Rifle Associa mte

v I &#39;1 g .3�: d three officials and furnished the Department with an investigative
5.�{£.;"q. __�__ report- On December 10, 1968, the Department advised that an� official ofTqv *1 -��-�-

N R�A}registered on that date with the Clerk of the House of Representatives$33 �"� as a lot�ifist and thLe:Pepartment requested that any further investigation �} hf MAIL noon _/ TELETYPE urm" th - ~ �5 0 APR 2 5 1069/ _ e Bureau be discontinued. LMG:rk �! /&#39;15

� Q

92 _4A___,_ _ ___ J
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Respectfully referred to

§__:, Congressional Liaison&#39; �:5 vb

;f$§ Internal Revenue Service
we

for such consideration as the communication

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a regort

thereon, in duglicate to accompany return of

§;=;§ inclosure. &#39; ,

By direction of
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27, 1969

Neq>York

Senator Jacob Javits

Senate Office Building
Yashington, D.C.

Sir:

I read, very happily, several weeks ago that the F.B.I. �
intended to investigate the lobbying activities of the National
Rifle Association. Is the investigation continuing, or has
someone managed to turn it off? Or, hopefully, has it finally
been decided that the N.R.A. is now, and has been for more than
thirty years, a lobby?

I, as a Republican, am pleased with your basic scepticism
of the Nixon Administration. I think you reflect the thinking
of many Republicans. I admire you for being willing to stand up
and say what many seemed to be afraid to say.

7» 64/- SL7 � s < �ii N
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Casper ____,...____
Cullnhnn __.___
Coma!
Fol:

�re 4~§92<,.49

l -   ¢ 1 P � _
  �C March 18, 1969

._ /, I

In reply to your letter of March 11th, I cannot
comment relative to the work of the Marines at Quantico,
Virginia. I am, however, referring a copy of your letter to
the Secretary, Department of Defense, Washington, D. C. , for
any assistance he may be able to afford you.

As I advised you on December 16, 1968, the FBI,
at the request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., the then Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department of Justice, con-
ducted a limited investigation to determine if thewllational P,ii_l_e __ _*,_
UA,s_sociation should have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with gun control legis�
lation. The results of our investigation have been furnished to the
Criminal Division, Department of Justice, and you may wish to
contact that office.

MAn.ED 22

MAR 181969

COMM-FBI

é . NOTE: Bufiles disclose we Wrote correspondent on 12/16/68 in response
Q/,  to his letter concerning the activities of the National Rifle Association,&#39; � its tax exempt status and we advised him as above. During our investigation

of the National Rifle Association  NRA! we interviewed three officials and
~ furnished the Department our investigative report. On 12/10/68, the Depart

ment advised an official of NRA registered, on that date, with the Clerk of
the House of Representatives, and the.Department requested that any further
investigation by the Bureau be discontinued. Copy of correspondent&#39;s letter
furnished to the Secretary of Defense by form referral, same date."

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover �
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believed It poseltie that some Inga . " 0 ands at a Eats: �e�-e cor,-
:¢~.:-ni:-.: rte drill,

AT ?.=£7VC,

Deputy éteriff Jhriazeasua Ira: interviewed at the 5820:-Lit�:
Office, Prow, Utah on January 24, 193% and informed 1-gunt that he,
mgamer :11}: iwagzazy zkieriff salt Zurrzmt, .*.a¢ oosuiuctod an aznuastire
izswstigatics pertaining toy an; theft of the iutm�t drill and had da-
velo;>:>¢ no &#39;.=:::;~.<.-cts. Ga January 26 beputy vhuriff rel: Du:-rent I-as inter
viewed at Provo, {Rah and stated that in the spring they will again coa-
-�inc: =11; izves�gutlon pnamgng poxm than of. mo lawn: 4&1-ill an may
believed at that tia -whoever hm! stolnn it would use it for gn-cop-ehting.
Deputy Eiheri�.� Lnrmnt prom.iu:d Agent that in the sp-.-Lag he will again
commct an investigation and be stated that through Ma contacts In will
know utiezber or not that drllliwaa ever used for proepe¢1.iag in that vicin-
OF-1
¢v;q

It my be noted that letters have �ham add:-cased to all Felice
Zzeparmezu and am:-1rr=&#39; Otfiées in YJmh_ rhero second-band chap: are lo-
ester! to natty their Petnshop Batails pf &#39;.ae.°:-heft at the inzna-at bazaar
drill. It is bélit�ré tint in the-evu::t,=i:.a»5n.�x2:nun5ni>jbc�$a&#39; qiiézpi to
pawn or sell the iasicat ¢ri_1::.:, this iaroxmtion rill be Lmmezuazely furn-

-.. ~»-.v

-" In view or-the fact gm�: than are 09   this
case is Leia; elosaé-subject to beix raopenoé upog, {ruin of &#39;ia$a6q::e.:iz
1r.£&#39;onz::t1ca ztish as? land to the identity and apprrahezaion of the E�.-�:.&#39;:»7#r.
Subjects in the nbave-¢:t1t1.od case.
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BAW: . . . . . . .cs _C} Limited investigation instituted
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1

- FBI.

&#39;1 RANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE:

Teletype [:1 Immediate

_A Facsimile [Z] Priority
MRTFI � - &#39;

CLASSIFICATION:

E] TOP SECRET

[:1 SECRET

{:1 CONFIDENTIAL

[1 UNCLAS E P T O

Q UNCLAS

&#39; _51_,Lll.48l

U Rout me

Date
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _L___

BI -FBI Laboratory! ATTEN11ON&#39;

FD 30°  Rev 6 33-78! l _

!

11� �
�r

�D C &#39; CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION70$ _ :1 CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION�1 mm: SAC, N°RF9EK.. �7% 5,2,9!  RUG! [3 DOMESTIC sncunmz Ann
TERRORISM SECTION

I @ PERSONAL AND PROPERTY
Sub1ect:"UNsUB; lb:-BM-~-IO Bvmba  1"? ,CRIMES SECTION

92 National Rifle Association  NRA!

K7,./E7.?L.. V

gen gm.  :]DlH [JCRA-64
[3 PA C] PE [3 PF 53 E

[:3 DAMV [3 CAA

[:]AP [:]I9292�FC gcw/=.A gm
[:1 EID [ii Bomb Threats

&#39; Summary of Complaint: F

An anonymous bomb threat was sent to NRA, Washington
D C., via postcard, postmarked Virginia Beach, Virginia, and
forwarded by NRA to Chief of Police, Virginia Beach, Virginia.
The postcard was subsequently forwarded to the Norfolk Office,
FBI, by the Virginia Beach Police Department, 4/17/81.

Postcard enclosed for FBI Laboratory.
INDICES: [LG Negative {:1 See Summary ~
ACTION: u &#39; -:~,1,92, BE! &#39; &#39; I _. �  _.:&#39;

I I Io further action being taken and �
B E . g_ Fg;sLa§§ LHM enclosed Copy to: [15] USA
wro  Enc 1! �

4I

._ _ .- ...  ____  /"I92 WashiH.2t§.2I.n...P- 0-  I

10421025 D &#39;4

-/&#39;

I

NE�
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1 a NF 174C-529

1 �equest of the FBI Laboratorx

Per MIOG, Part 1, 174-3.2.5, page 800, postcard
furnished to Laboratory for document and latent fingerprint
examination.

�I

21
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FederalBureauoflnves�ganon

In Reply, Please Refer to I _ I 7_ _
F�eNm NF 174C_529 Norfolk, Virginia

April 17, 1981

UNKNOWN SUBJECT;
THREAT TO BOMB

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION  NRA!
WASHINGTON, D. C.

_ O APRIL 2,,19B1&#39;Hf

fl Harlon B. Carte , xecu e ice resi en , *ationa1
/92 1 e ssociation  NRA!, Washington, D. C., forwarded a postcard

addressed to that association to the Chief of Police, Virginia
Beach, Virginia.

The postcard was addressed to the National Rifle

Association, 1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.
20036, and was postmarked in Virginia Beach, Virginia, on April 2,
1981. The front of the postcard bore the notation:

"IN. R. A.�

MAN OF THE YEAR

HINCKLEY"

The back of the postcard contained the following
printed message:

"CURSE OF USA LOBBIES

I WOULD GIVE $100

NOE T0 HELP BOMB
YOUR OFFICES -

PLUTOS � WEALTH OF LOBBIES"

This postcard was in turn forwarded to the Norfolk Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation where it was received on
April-17, 1981. The postcard has been fowarded to the FBI
Laboratory for examination. No additional investigation is being
initiated at Norfolk.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency. &#39;

1* _ , .� _&#39;_
/71".�  /1
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.4;-k�... LABORATORY _.._.l_._

FEDERAL Bunuu or mvzsmnnou
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Hay 21 1981

From: Direcfor, FBI FBI FILE NQ_
174-8911

UNSUQ; Threat to Bgmh
LAB� NO� 10421025 0 V1:

�atiqpelm�iilél�gsociation  NZA!
w.a§_§_§1rk-1 cg;;,._.-:1...-Q ,....._

§

Examination re quested by:

Norfolk
Reference:

Airtel

Examination requested:
date� April 17, 1981

Document - Fingerprint
Remarks:

V.� - ,

E "f92 E _
i

,

If -&#39; .92 .

PK

92.92~~»~92~~v192

i I 1I ,� _ 4
92 � 1 _j

/.

�»/J ~ 354 // -
§&#39;.":wr:aa tz».�~&#39;<:"_l  &#39;

E 1 5&#39;, 2 2 .1 bno osuxqf   !   *a report! 7 M�fzl um

» &#39; i". "�§fT?§ .�~&#39;I7?.ATI&#39;»E

ct  "TN

�v92 :&�H{� .

= Q ��E~""!./&#39;
/¢

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

�. ..__4/

|�.ubo_ra1or/y Trensmi�nl Form v
7_-72 , -92�  _;  -I-,_ .

- 4

To :

_ ;//&#39; SAC, Norfolk  l74C~529! I
*3 _

V

_ _........_.

&#39; 5% � " INVESHGATHTZREPORT
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ofthe

@E%,;,,_5  1114
__-:_"___ LAB OIIATORY ___a._._t

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To:

SAC, Uorfolk  l74C~329! Hay 21, 1931

FBI FILE NO

LAB. NO.

R�urzszxs; Threat to Bomb
Xational Wifle Association  NRA!
Washington, D. C.
4/2/81

Specimens received

April 20, 1921

Q1 Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.
1981" addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLE ASSN..

Result of examination:

l74~ Ki,

10421025 D V3

2 APR

Specimen Q1 was searched through the Anonymous Lotte:
File without affecting an identification. Copies have been
addei to this file for future reference.

I Ho watermarks, indented writinj or other identifying
characteristics were noted on specimen Q1 which would
indicate the immediate source of this item.

Specimen Q1, which has been photographed, will be
returned separately with the results of the latent fingerprint
examination.

JBW:pmg�K§!* _

/

FBI/DQJ
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RECORDED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICEI  $516

&#39; ,pmg* Lnboroiory Wall Sheet &#39; L PS V

T°� SAC, Norfolk �740-529!

_ National Rifle Association  NRA! 10421025 D VE
YOUR NO.

R .
8 Washington, D. C.

4/2/81

Examination requested by:

Norfolk
Reference:

Airtel dated April 17, 1981
Examination requested:

Specimens received:

April 20 , 1981

Document - Fingerprint

FBI FILE NO. I 71f�-__ Z,//7/7 __
�a Q�

UNSUB; Threat 10 BOmb LAB 349- 92

Examination by: 5" A

W�92

Q1 Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. PM _2_ APR
N

v/�1981" addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLE ASSN. . . .

/1-? ~ ?-/~f.*7�~- />1»/&#39;-, �:¢./7/1%, /
» I/!#~£~~*&#39;-92�7�" zfivv

I
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&#39;.~ �I o
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Results of eramination:

&#39; Specimen Q1 was searched through the Anonymous Letter
File without effecting an identification. Copies have been
added to this file fur future reference.

No watermarks, indented writing or other identifying
characteristics were noted on specimen Q1 which would indicate
the imediate sour�ce of this item.

Specimen Q1, which has been phbbographed, will be
retunned separately with the results of the latent fingerprint
examination.
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