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is adjocent to the temple

Typical students of University of Islam




e fun Detroit school, over the years, has bad cousiderable
dmcﬁiuu }uh local authorities. In 1934, the Detroit Board of Education

notod that chlldren of certain Negro tammes were being withdrawn from
* | the public schools. An investigation which was instituted by the Board
|| revealed that the families tnvolved were members of this cult and that
| the children missing from the schools were attending the University of
k Islam, a school which had been established by the cult. An immediate

examination of the school was made, and it revealed that the "curriculum,
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% the.tea.chlng staff, and the equipment were entirely inadequate to afford
even th; most rudimentary education for the colored children who were
{ attending. Not only was the school inadequate, but the subject matter
3 which was taught éppeared to be of. a fantastic nature quite outside the

. realities of life. "™ ‘Attempts which were made to close the school by the
‘ ” eaforcement of the school attendance laws resulted in strengthening the
; : resistance of the cult, causing it and the school to operate in secrecy. A
Ef "1 fnal decision of the Board resolved to refrain from rigid enforcement of

the attendance laws and to assist "in adjusting the underlying economic

‘and social problems of other Negro families of the same class in order that

the movement may not spread; and to lgnore temporarily the irritating

5§ .
LRV LAY ST i H R ;
L e BT R L R [SOLRR .55 8 [T P L B S R T s SO L i
4 i w P AR NPT SR

it e adie s o DIRIES . o R0 L B ]




M ~ Themootrecentdiﬂleultyoccurrodlnt\mﬁ“ when the

Detroulchoolmorderedcloudbytholocalbepamnentdmmnpmd .

. lSafcty Engineering. City officials advised there was a definite nro hau.rd

as all classes hadbeentanghtlnonedimlyﬂghtedroomvhichhadmadequm
exits. The cult never had obtained a permit to operate the tuilding as a -
achpol. | | | |

‘The Detroit school, bowever, i8 again operating. It i8 located in
a different building which was wﬁtracted for by the cult supposedly on’x'noucy
advanced by Elijah Muhammad. In December, 1959, an inspection of the
school, by state and school board officials, determined that the minimum state

requiremmts weie being met,
Crildren of NOI members are expected to attend the cult schools

instead cf the "devils'™ oz white men's schools. A tultion plan is in effect
at the University cf Islam Number 2. For each family sending children to the
school, the weekly fee is one dollar for the first child and 50 cents each for the
second, third, and fourth child. All other children from the same family |
attend free. There is an additional fee for those children using the bus operated
by the cult to transport studers to the school.

Recent pamphlets issued by the cult reveal that Elijah Mukammead

” - s~ - 2> < F LA . - - . - b
melred thet e olucalion ond elotne of fhe oBiiren mrent et e Ueited

A

o the "three R's." He constantly tesches that "the so-called Negro, who has
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been the victlm of centuries of mis-education, needs to be re-educated
to utun m rightful place in the sun as a Black Man."* Therefore, tho;
cnrrlcult of the Universities also include such subjects as the hutory of
t_be Black Nation, the civilizations of man, knowledge of the universe,
and "all the sciences.” Some subjects, as listed in a cult pamphlet for
the benefit of "advanced students, * are startling to nonmembers. For
example, "Ending the Spook Civilization," "The Historical Display of
Spook Civilization for 6000 Years," and "Chronological History from
13,000 B. C. to 1968.'*s Other examples of the "scientific"” subject

mxtter taught in the cult can be found in the Appendices.

In a television interview during the past year, the minister of

" the New York temple described how children of cult members were taught

hatred of the white people. This minister said, '"You can go to any small

'Muslim’ child and ask him where is hell or who is the devil and he wouldn't

tell you that hell is down in the ground or that the devil is something
invisible that you can't see. He'll tell you hell is right where he has been
catching it and he'll tell you the one who 18 responsible for him having

received this hell is the devil Thedevil is the white man to members

of the cult. This is the type of education which the children of cult

mambers aro sublected to in NOT schools.

»anooel Conventicn brochure, The University . Diuiean, LOiTEEs, Like

(undated)

*sIslam on the March, 16-page NOI pamphlet (no publisher or date shown)
-15 -



In addition to the two universities of the cult, oomco(thohrpr |
_temples also conduct adult education programs. During the Si)rhg dJIOSO
Ttho New York temple adult education program usted courses in tho ionovinc
penmanship, proper food preparation, spelling, learning and lmprovlng
reading, great Black Man's history, physics without xgathematicl, and s0
forth.

G. Business Enterprises

Elijah Muhammad preaches that his followers must constantlj strive
for £he unification of the so-called Negroes, under his leadership, to aéhldve
complete economic independence from the white man. Thus, he has encourage
them to operate business enterprises and has urged all of his followers to trad
exclusively at these places of business. Most of the enterprises utilize the '
Me of the temple in their titles, for example, Temple Number 2 Restaurant,
Temple Number 2 Grocery and Market, and 8o forth. |

As of the Spring of 1960, the business enterprises and property of
the temple in Chicago inc_luded the temple building and school, valued in exces:
of $250, 000; the home of Elijah Muhammad; a bakery; @ dress shop, a cleaner
and laundry; a grocery store; a restaurant; 2 barber shop; several apartment
buildings; and a 180-acre farm located in Michlgan. Although other temples d

sy ather tevplon el

have businesses which are opsrated for the benefil of the ROL

-16 -




Some of Business Enterprises of MT] Number 2
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Elljah Muhammad at

the 1959 annual Chicago convention, being preceded down the aisle
by FO!I Captain Raymond Shartleff
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' Dnrinc the annual convention of the cult at Chicago in February,
LT ,;4;,'_'_,-‘1

- 1960, a special closed meeting was held for leaders from the various

_ iempleo. “These leaders were ordered to start their own businesses in

' their respective cities and were advised to contact businessmen In their
lovn localities for assistance. Muhammad is currently placing the economic
'mdcpendence of his followers fore:r;ost in importance, and he demands that
-all temples immediately concentrate on establishing businesses of their

own.

-17 -
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_ Bachyeuonl‘ebrm:yﬁ,mdumnytoradl.yortwobefbuot_
after the 26th, the NOI holds its annual convention in Chicago. Theterm
nconvention” when applied to these meetings, isa mimomer. Although ma.ny
members from temples throughout th_é country attend these coaventions, they ¢
not act as delegates from their areas; they transact no business and have no vt

Instead, the convention is merely a group of sessions at which the varioul NO!

" ministers shout their praises for the "Messenger of Allah, " Elijah Mghammac
_ One after another, these ministers take the rostrum to eulogﬁe and extol -

Muhammad. In addition, several times during the convention, Muhamm ap
to deliver long and verbose messages, emphasizing mainly hatred for the whi
race and his claim of the superiority of the "black people.™ He also uses t.bl“
opportunity to repeat his strong pleas for more and greater contributions to t
increasing number of projects be coustantly proposes in his efforts to build
power. |

The most recent convention was held at the Chicago Coliseum from
Pebruary 26 to 28, 1960. The newspapers which usually carry items oan the |
veported that tha Wissaengarte’™ main topie at this convention was to be his
impressions of his recent alleged trip to Mecca. However, litile was said o
what be saw, other than his claim that he saw a sign outside the city of Mecc

which warned nonbelievers to enter with the risk of losing their heads. Mal
-18 -
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he trlod to unprcu his followers by describing the warm roctpuon bhe

bad ucdud from those in authority at every place he visited. He chunod ". 2

that he did not have to announce who he was, as they had already heard of
him and knew all about him; that he was offered a home in Egypt; and that

he and his followers were welcome there at any time.

During these conventions, the NOI misaes no opportunity to extract
3 prom from members who attend from temples out of the Chicago area.
During the 1959 convention, visiting members were required to register
at the Univernity of Islam and to pay a $5.00 registration fee. They were
required to contribute $5.00 per day to the Housing Committee at the
University of Islam, which in turn found lodging for the members. They
also were expe{:ted to attend a bazaar held in connection with the conventlon,
were expected to eat their meals at the NOI cafeteria, were expected to
have their cars u.rvlced in the NOI garage and service station, and were
axpected to visit and make purchases at the NOI bakery and grocery.

B. Bazaars
In connection with the annual conventions, the Chicago temple

) dthgmlamohol&abamr, the 1980 one being called the "Unity

Pemsar, ¥ Mombara of the Chicago temple were required to purchase 2

certain number of tickets to the bazaar, which they were expected to resell

-
el — . p ——
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. mémber 30, and these bad to be patd for by the members whetber 'or not they. were
et gg,p .

'5.,

a at 'il.oo each. Each FOI member was required to

able to resell them all.

The bazaar consisted of displays of the various Chicago cult;cwﬁed

businessea, as well as those of other Chicago Negro-operated businesses. Sales

were made {rom the exhibits of craftwork, furniture, clothing, appliancel, and

foods, with the profits being shared between
e bazaar, it was revealed that nonmember exhihltorl compmm

the exhibitors and the NOI.

After th

that even though they had rented space for their exhibits, they and their helpers

were required to pay the $1. 00 admission charge to enter the bazaar. The cult

refused to allot space to any compnny {n which white people were employed. Ont

record shop that had rented space was allowed to sell ooly records of Negro arti

Throughout the year, other temples often hold bazaars in their own

localities as 2 mears of raising additional money for the NOI.

C. "Feasts™ and Rallies

Many of the larger NOI temples hold annual "fwts" or rallies which

are attended by members from the surrounding temples. Elijah Muhammad Bp

at many of these nfeasts'; however, when he is unable to appear, ' his place is &

v oo of hig sons or one of the more prominent ministers. Two of the most
A
publicized nfeasts’ during toe yeal 1659 ook place in wrchingion, B Coy g

Kew York City.

- 30 -
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:;, ‘h luy 3, nwroxlmtoly 5,000* members and visitors ptborod "“:
for a n—ggod"splritml Peast” at Uline Arena in Washington, D. C. Amou _

those in Mchna were ministers and captains representing 25 NOI templu.
Antombuu' and more than 30 chartered buses were used to transport
members from Boston, Newark, New York, Norfolk, the Carolinas, and
other areas. Klijah Muhammad spoke for over three bours in his usual
violunt, antiwhite manner. He calied for complete segregation of the white
nd bl:ck races and reiterated his desire that the Federal Government
tnrnuh the Nation of I slam several states in order that it could set up its
own nation. Upon completion of the service at Uline Arena, approximately
2,000 of the members moved to a rented hall, where they partook of a
cafeteria-type meal.

' A rally which was held at 8t. Nicholas Arena in New York City on
hly » complataly filled tho arena and forced many of the estimated 9,000
to 10, 000 perm attending the affair to stand oo the streets outside the arena.
Elijah Muhammad de_clared he was anxious to speak out in defense of the NOI
in order to counteract the charges made earlier in the month on a New York
tdtvuion show which charged him with preaching hate. Muhammad claimed
be was mot preaching hate but was telling the truth to hil followers when he

snld s who men was the “davill’

~7

*Newspapers which normally carry NOI news erroneously claim the attendance
was 10,000 persons.
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Andtbe conventions, bazaars, rallies, and"tems"mutnmd
bylluhammadnotonlytoruumnda butalaotoattractpubucmontionto

the NOI and to enhance his personal appeal to the uneduuted mum d

Negro people.
During July, 1960, Muhammad became very mnch concerned over

many recent accusations appearing in the public press, both Negro and
white, stating the NOI was a "Black Ku Klux Klan.™ In his attempt to
placate the press and obtain more w{gvorable publicity,” Muhammad
announced a new policy of allowing white persons to be admitted to public
NOI rallies. This new policy, however, still did not permit white persons
to enter the regular, routine temple meetings.

The first "open” rally held at the Chicago Coligeum on July 24,
as one member of the press reported, was attended by only "a mere
handful™ of white persons. The following week at New York City,
Muhammad spoke at another "open” rally which was attended by only
wabout ten™ white persons. The apparent fact that Muhammad's early
elforte with his new policy have not measurably improved hig popularity
with the press is shown by one reporter's concluding statement: “Sensing
that the messenéer of Alleh, who had been speaking for an m, was just

VL TP e
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. v, FINANCES AND BUILDING PROGRAM

Public statements of NOI officials, as well as information set forth
in pumerous NOT publications, declare that the fundé needed by the NOI to
maintain the "Messenger,” his family, and the ministers and to rent and
1o;)ex-al:e temple px:opex;ties stem mainly from the contributions of the
members. These contrlbutidnn have been augmented by various activities
of the members to raise additional funds; namely, the gale of newspapers,
the operation of various business enterprises of the individual temples,
and numerous bazaars and "feasts” held by NOI members. |

The collection of members' donations to the numerous funds
or treasuries at the various temples appears to be one of the most
important functicns of the many meetings which ail memﬁers are
required to attend. Considerable time at each meeting is aleo taken up
by the fem,ple officers in their efforts to encourage and stimulate gfeater
donstions from the members in attendance.

One leader from among the American followers of the orthodox

Islamic teachings has revealed that be considers Elijah Muhammad to be

e B o e P A st RO TN PR B +% NP "
sovrs than 2 ooonflGoncs BINn Wa0 nreved npon N8 amations end

pocketbooks of the noneducated and ignorant Xegro people for ths Unenelzl

gain of Elijah Muhammad and his benchmen. " JEEEND
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Recent incidents reveal NOI thinking oo the importance of financial

.
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An MGT captain was having trouble with a member who was too
inquisitive about where all of the money went when everyone

to all of the causes and drives they so often had. The MGT captain
inquired of Elijah Muhammad as to what she should do.

advised her to dismiss anyone who asked too man‘ questions.

MTI Number 2 members were advised that no member should have
a bank account and that all excess money owned by the members
should be given to the temple in order to spread the word of Islam
and to belp in the purchase of new buildings. Also, they were.
advised that they should obtain loans to meet their financlal
obligations to the temple.

‘While urging all members to contribute to the next annual conventio
the Supreme Captain of the FOI told those present that they could
sacrifice for the temple and let the "white devil" down if they were
paying for a car or for furniture; that it was all right to tell the ™wh
devil™ any lle.

An FOI captain told his members that Elijah Muhammad did not war
members who could not donate, nfigh" (bring in prospective membe
or sell papers. He salda true follower of Muhammad must donate
heavily to help support the temple. '

A temple minister sent & letter to all members of his temple advis
in part: "Work cheerfully, have no fear, and do not be afraid to
cocrifice. It takes f{inance to advance; in other words, it takes bre
to get ahead, and i you want to go (make progress), yod got to hov
Doa't be afreid to give; Allsh is ever aware of thoee who

apend 1n the cause of truth. Give, Give, Qe ity it burts."

One must wonder at the ability of the followers of the "R{essenger,

pumerous funds of the tempies. kecause Gi we Hd it e v Dhea i

-34-
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banking facilities and conducting nearly all financial transactions in cash,
l#ttle is known on these matters. HBowever, the steady growth of the cult
reveals they have had certain success in obtaining the necessary funds.
‘One of the most unusual methods of collecting funds from cult
members was used in the New York temple during the Summer of 1959,
At an FOI meeting, the members were weighed, and those considered
overweight were assessed one penny for each pound they were overielght.
The names of the funds to which donations are made differ somewhat
among the various temples. As a result, there is general confusion among
the members as to the uses of the numerous funds, but the following are
some of these funds to which members must contribute:

1. Punds Which Are Sent to National Headquarters

Number 2 Poor Treasury and the Central Point Fund--These are two
separate funds toi which members of the different temples donate
varying amounts. The monles are completely under the coatrol of

: Elijah Muhammad to dispose of as he sees ﬁt |

Savior's Day Gift Fund--This {s an annual fund through which the

PP ' I R i L gnerd gy e b o - . N
tormniac vis with each other In froing to rioe the Inrmest connpt
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during the Annual Convention each year 0o Foebruary 28,
' pirthday of the founder of the NOI, W. D. Fard.
. Laborers' Travel Fund--To this fund, aintained at MTT Number & anl
' temples furnish money so that a leader, usually a soo of Bltjah
Muhammad, can act as a courier between yarious temples in order to
4 transmit messages and money {rom these temples to Chicago. The
purpose is to furnish these couriers with money to allow mm travel
e independently --without employment. | -
1 . Public Relations Fund--This fund is to collect money in oﬁhr that Iu,hh
L : Muhammad and his foliowers might at some future date start a W
! of their own. At present, some of the moneymthut\mdunbodho ‘
| _ maintain relations with newspapers {riendly to the NOI, such as the
: weekly Negro newspapers, the Los Angeles Berald-Dispatch and the
; F 9 1 New Jersey Herald News. ’ B x“
P Mosque Fund or Humber 2 Land Fund--This fund contains the collections
' | : ) the various temples which are used to make payments on the land to
E medmmnmmpmwm-mnnm-&uumwwmu
| Lmaniinl (o Chicnfo. ‘
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Elijah Juhammad and his family.
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butlt at 85th and South Park Avenue in Chicago. By this time, the amount

3. Punds Which Are Kept for Use at the Local Temples

The funds collected by the {ndividual temples vary considerably
in number and purpose. The following list sets forth some of the
funds collected for local use:

General Treasury Farm Fund

New Temple Fund FOI Treasurer
Minister's Trip Fund FOI Captain Fund
Insurance Fund MGT Captain Fund
Equipment Fund 8chool Fund
Minister's Treasury Bus Maintenance
Temple Rent Summer Canning Fund

Minister's Rent

B. Proposed Center in Chicago

During the February, 1958, NOI Convention at Chicago, Elijah
Muhammad first publicly announced his plans for the bi_ulding of an educational,

- {ndustrial, and religious center. The center was to contain a moeque (temple),

a university, and other buildings of most modern architecture. Muhammad
gaid he would need approximately three and one-half million dollars. Ee
included this proposed center as a part of his "Blueprint for the Black men in
America. "

At the 1259 NOI Convention, Muhammad agaln made 2 strong plen

S & WA wer b 1 P’ &, [ N U L B A A A o PO ¢ B
: g ey 2 bty o =y S Y e moe St A ;
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. he requested had considerably increased.
{ ' given pamphlets containing a personal message from Muhammad, d.fhc = part,
_ "...vearenovlookinzfomrdtc;bundtCommmtyCcntu. hthogrutmk
of building this monument for all of us in America, $30, 000, 000 is peoded.” The
pamphlet described the mosque, educational institute, library, and hospital whic!

will be included in the new center, along with restaurants and shops.
Just recently, an article written by Muhammad stated that the land for

———————_ oW
\

the new center has now been purchased. He also stated that part of the money

being collected toward the center will be used to purchase farm land, modern

equipment, and livestock to further the economic independence of cult members

i in the Chicago area.

C. Proposed New Temple Building in Washington, D. C.
The Washington, D. C., temple of the NOI has purchased land and ba

- ’ built up a considerable fund for building & new temple. In April, 1960, actml
3 P construction began on this building, which is expected to cost about $100, 000.
t TbeministerdlITINumber4ha.swdthiawouldbetbeﬁrstmtemphwer

built by the NOI in the United States. All other temples now in use are old

e BOTY Mumber 4 membare were edvinsd
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V. PUBLICITY AND RECRUITMENT OF MEMBERS

A. Publicity
Elijah Muhammad has not overlooked the importance of publicity

in his promotion of the NOI. During the Summer of 1957, the NOI formed a
Public Relations Committee. The duties of this committee have been to
handle press releases, advertising, advice to ministers of local temples,
and the prepa.raﬁon and distribution of educational material. Many individual

temples also have their own Public Relations Committees.

An article in 2 recent.NOI pamphlet, published by the minister of
the New York t'exr,zple‘j contains an article entitled '"The Power of the Press... .
The Pen is Mightier Than the Swofdl" Excerpts from this article reveal
the {importance being placed upon the Negro prees by the NOI:

*The Pen Is Mightier Than The S8word. The weapon you

should be able to rely upon most is the Negro Prees.

Therefore, you would be wise to keep it in good condition:
strong, well-loaded, independent and ready.”

" ..The Negro Press is our only medium of voicing the
true plight of our oppressed people to the world. "
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"Examine each of the different *Negro' papers, then support ~
the one you find to be the most fearless, uncompromising, and
outspoken in behalf of our downtrodden people. ™

"The Pen Is Mightier Than the Bword. The best way for those

who are interested in The Messenger's teachings and his program,

to keep up to date, and get the best understanding is by subscribing

to the. ..papers."*

The pamphlet from which the above guotation was taken described four
Negro newspapers which then carried items on the NOI and/or articles written by

Elijah Muhammad.

The most prominently mentioned newspaper was the Pittsburgh Courie

in which the "Messenger's" column entitled "Mr. Muhammad Speaks, "‘appearod

regularly from June, 1856, until August, 1959. A brief explanation of the technic
of the NOI concerning the use of this paper will reveal how Negro newspapers are
used, not only as a means of recruiting members, but also as a means of nhlng
additional funds for the NOI. |

i. Pittsburgh Courier

This Negro newspaper, established in 1910, is published ieekly in
several editions for yarious cities and areas throughout the whole country. The

Courier's clreuistion sverores whoud 200 000 conles wosdd

*The Messenger Magazine, Vol. 1, Ro. 1, 1958, page 20. S
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In June, 1956, when the Courier first started running Elijah

Muhammad's column, the management of the paper realized this column g-g _ ;3 .
would be controversial but thought that it might create reader interest. ' o
In addition, Elijah Muhammad guaranteed the owner of the newspaper that
be would require all members of his organization to become salesmen of
the Courier, which would increase its circulation by several thousands of
coples each week. There was a sizable increase in circulation soon after
the column began. This was accomplished as a result of all NOI members
beﬁxg forced to buy a certain number of copies each week. The members
were then supposed to get their money back by reselling the papers.

subeequent cba.nges in the financial arrangements between Muhammad and

* the management of the paper were worked out, all of which increased the

income of the NOI. By early 1958, the NOI was reportedly subscribing to

100,000 copies weekly and receiving a commission of from $500 to $625 §er

month plus an additional two cents per copy for sales over a certain number, |
This arrangement proved beneficial to both parties until the NOI

| began to use "pressure tactics” in further attempts to get higher commissions.

hs NOI attempted this by suddenly cutting their subscriptions from 100, 000

to 13, 000 coples weexly Because this would have proved ruincus to the

paper, which was in poor financial condition, the Courler was forced to agree . %
e & . f";_.; "
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to highér commissions. As time went on, the difficulties continued. After many
NOI temples failed to pay for their papers and the NOI made demands for more
and more space in each issue, the paper cancelled Muhammad's column h
August 1959, Thereupon, NOI members immediately stopped selling the Courier,
and were ordered to concentrate on selling the Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch,

which the members of many temples had already been selling along with the Couri
A A

2. Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch
This Negro weekly newspaper was established in 1952 and has &

circulation of approximately 30,000 copies. The publisher and his wife, who
acts as editor, are both NOI members. B8ince October, 1958, a staff writer, |
also'an NOI member, has written a column in support of the NOI. For approxims
six months during the latter part of 1857 and early 1958, and regularly since
January, 1959, issues of this paper bave carried Elijah Muhaxﬁmad's column.
Every one of Muhammad's columns closes with: "Hurry and join onto your own
kind. The time of this world is at band. Write to: Muhammad's Temple*
Number 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. " Elijah KMuhamn
and his followers have been more successful in controlling this paper than they
were the Courier. Both the editor and his wife have visited Muhammad in Chicag
have dolsed the ¥DI, end heve ellowed NOI members to become the parerte

representatives in various sections of the country. t N
.o A

*Gince the May 19, 1960, issue of paper, the word "mosque™ has replaced "temp!

in Muhammad's column. However, other papers reprinting Muhammad's column

continue to use "temple. "
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3. Other Newspapers and Publications

ﬁ addition to the above-mentioned newspapers, articles

\ : . concerning the NOI and columns by NOI leaders bave appeared on numerous
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_occasions in the New York Amsterdam News, * the New Jersey Herald News, ®

the Bt. Louis Argus,* and the Afro-American.* Articles favorable to Elijah

; Muhammad and the NOI also have appeared in the publications, Ebony* and
', | the Moslem World and the U.S.A.* The effort expended by NOI members in

selling the publications mentioned above can be shown by the commissions
paid to the NOI by Ebony magazine. In the Spring of 1958, NOI officials and
the publishers of Ebony made arrangements for NOI members to sell annual
' subscriptions to the magazine. Part of the money from each sale was
| forwarded to the publishers, and the remainder was retained by the NOIL.
3 From my to September, 1958, Ebony publishers pald commissions of more
,' than $13,000 for the sale of nearly 8,000 magazine subscriptions by members

_of the Chicago NOI temple. SR

In March, 1260, The New Crusader, & weekly Iiegro newspuper

~ published in Chicago, started to regularly carry Muhammad's column, as
well as other articles about the NOI. As with other papers, .

*The New York Amsterdam News, New Jersey Hernid iews, and &, Louls
Jrgus are Negro weekly newspapers; the Afro-American, national issue, o
a fsegro semlweekly newspaper; Ebony magazine is a Negro monthly; and
‘Moslem World and the U.S.A, is not now in publication, but this magazine

was irregularly published a8 an attempt, according to the editor, to promote =:5iig

understanding between Islam and the West.
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. space while promising that the NOI will increase the paper's ¢
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ths NOI appears to be using the technique of constantly roqnm-‘;f'“odm
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B. NOI Publications |

The NOI has published and sold many pamphlets and throwaways.
8everal of them have had very wide distribution and are constantly wtilized as
means of furthering NOI teachings and activities. Examples include:

The S8upreme Wisdom--a 56-page tabloid setting forth
the teachings or "message” of Elijah Mubammad

The Messenger Magazine--a 40-page pamphlet iitb many .
pictures of cult businesses, the 1958 convention, the famfly

of the son-in-law of Muhammad, and plans for the National
Mosque ) '

The Islamic News--an eight-page tabloid containing pictures
and a transcript of the speech of Elijah Muhammad at the
Washington, D. C., "feast” on May 31, 1850

During May, 1960, two additional publications were released which a
are receiving wide distribution. They are:

Mr. Muhammad Speake--This 16-page tablold, celf-described as
Militant Monthly Dedicated to Justice for the Black Man, * is
published in New York and sells for 15 cents per copy. The fromt
page of the first issus features a picture of Muhammad and, in bold
green headlines, his statement: “We Must Bave Some Landl™ The
paper contains excerpts from Muhammad's speech at the 1960 annual
convertion end e porles of accounts o ke Wip as flled from ths vari
placez he visited in the Middle East. This issue also contalng ¢ther

i. % information concerning the NOI, police brutality against Muslims

in New York City, and articles on Negro nationalistic movements

in Africa. One full page is devoted to an appeal from Muhammadbr
funds for the proposed 20-million-dollar center in Chicago, "/
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Muhammad Speaks to the Black Man--The first issue is a 34-page
pocket-size publication which Is expected to be issued semi- BED el
moathly from Chicago. The magasine, self-described as "The  ° -’ -
Magazine that Dares to Tell the Truth, " contains two articles C
by Muhammad and articles by other NOI members. An
articles are in keeping with the NOI tactic of ridiculing the
white man and those Negroes favoring integration of the races,
while heaping praise on Muhammad and his followers.

C. Travel of NOI Leaders

Although Elijah Muhammadv, several of his sons, and a few of the
leading ministers travel constantly visiting-and speaking at the varicus
temples throughout the United States, it was just recently that the _
"iesﬁenger" completed a long-planned trip to the mAdle Fastand an | -‘
lvl.lleged pilgrimage to Mecca. His main purpose i{n making the trip, R

it is belleved, was 8o that he could gain publicity and thereby help in bis
' _efforts to achieve an aura of respectability for his teachings and to
- impress his followers and the general public. ' R
. Throughout the year 1959, all members of the NOI were solicited .. .
for donations for the proposed trip of the "Messenger." In July, Malcolm ﬁ,“
the minister of the New York temple, travelled to the Middle East "to act
| as a goodwill ambassador for Elijah Muhammad" and to arrange for meetings
between Muhammad and Gamal Abdel Nasser, Freaiéent of BEgypt aud the
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United Aradb Republic, and other leaders. It appears that Malcolm X mpﬂ'hed
little, for on his return, helmedthstbehldnotmltedllocu, llphmd and
bad not met Nasser. | S

Elijah Mubammad continued to make plans and anncunced that his sons
Herbert and Akbar would accompany him on his trip. In preparation for taking
numerous photographs of his fatber and various Arabian leaders, Muhammad's
son Herbert purchased nearly $1, 500 worth of equipment, including a Polaroid
camera, 100 magazines of movie ﬁlm 200 rolls of $5-millimeter eolo_r film, and
50 rolls of black and white film for a reflex camera. |

Muhammad and his two sons began their airplane trip at New York Clty
on November 21, and the NOI laid plans for a triumphal meeting in early
February, 1960, at Los Angeles upon completion of the round-the;world trip.
During the trip, Muhammad continued his column in the Herald-Dispatch with

articles date-lined from the various cities that he visited. He described places
he had visited and continually stressed the wonderful reception he received at

each stop. Late in December, according to his column, he and his sons visited

both Mecca and Medina.
Although Muhammad was supposed to travel around the world and arrive

in Los Angeles early in February, 1060, he and his two sons suddealy arrived
back in New York City on January 6, 1960. No explanation, as yet, has beca

made for this change of plans.




D. Recruiting Methods
" While the publicity resulting from newspapers, magazines,

pamphlets, gnd throwaways, as well as conventions, bazaars, "feasts, "
and the travel of cult leaders, has aided the NOI in becoming better
known throughout the country, Elijah Muhammad and his cult leaders .
Rave resorted to numerous techniques designed to add new followers to
this growing cult. | |

Probably the most important of these was inaugurated by -

Muhammad during the Summer of 1958. At a meeting of cult leaders in

‘Muhammad's home, he announced that he had decided to "de-emphasize’
the religious aspects of his teachings and to stress the economic benefits
to be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI. Muhammad stated

- that, in changing this emphasis, be felt the Negro would ahow a keener

interest in the program which would improve his everyday life, rather

" than in a program which would change his religious views 80 completely.

This policy change is shown in articles by Muhammad which
set forth his so-called "Economic Blue Print for the Black )Ean. "
Muhammad stated the so-called Negroes in America must stop looking

toward the white man for justice and jobs and should take the !euowing

steps:
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Recognize the necessity for unity and group opontlu .
(activities). A

Pool your resources; physicsuy as well as nn:nchm <

8top wanton criticism of everything that is black-owned .‘
and black operated.

Keep in mind--~Jealousy Destroys From Within.

Observe the operations of the White Man. He is successful.

He makes no excuses for his failures. He works hard--hn
a collective manner. You do the same.

Spend your money with your own kind. ™

At various times, the NOI has emphasized concerted efforts toward th

recruitment of the more intelligent and educated Negro and, at other times, this

emphasis is placed on the illiterate and dissatisfied Negro. While in the past, 2

teaching of NOI ministers was designed to inflame and agitate the followers,

through the years the teaching has been softened so that, at least during the

meetings open to visitors, & is not as inflammatory.

Members of all temples regularly engage in "ﬁsbinz" for the "dead™ a

a method of gaining recruits. “Fishing™ consists of going out inio the streets pr

to meetings in an attempt to bring the "dead, " nonmembers, into the temple. I«

example, all FOI members of the Wuhington temple are required to. "fish™ on

Sundays from ten in the morning until two o'clock, when the meeﬁm begin
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. While there are some exceptions, the following steps are those generally

‘applicant rewrite the application.

E. Membership Procedures

Those persons desiring membership in the NOI are required to

ik s R gt b % 2

follow certain procedures before they are considered full-fledgedsmembers.

required of new members.
A prospective member is first given the following letter which
be is to copy in his own handwriting. In the event an error appears in the

handwritten letter, it will be returned from Chicago with a request that the

"Address
City and State
Date

"Mr. W. F. Muhammad
4847 80. Woodlawn Ave.
Chicago 15, Illinois

""Dear 8avior Allah, Our Deliverer:

I have been attending the teachings of Islam by
one of your Ministers, two or three times. I believe
in It, and I bear witness that there i8 no God But
Thee, and that Muhammad is Thy SBervant and Apostle.
I desire to reclaim my Own. Please give me my
Original name. My slave name is as follows:

Name

Address
City and 8tate”
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Upon acceptance of the application, a letter is @irected to the ! o ant

enclosing question forms to be answered. Accompanying these forms ub reques

that if the applicant is married, the spouse should 'aip his or her umo' nd if ymde:

18 years of age, the parents should sign. The question forms l.r'c as follows: |
"Question form number 1.

“All questions must be answered correctly - 100% - By all who
accept Islam (Please fill out yourseli, ase ink)

el - "], Are you married?. . .

LY 2. Are you living together at the present time? . . .

B 8. Have you a marriage license? . . .

;3 2 4. Do you have children? . . .

£yt 5. Are you divorced? . ...

T 6. Have you divorce papers? . . . _ :

7. Please state names and ages of your children under 'Remarks’

;' 8. Sign the enclosed form - 'Declaration of His or Her Own.'
g‘ "Remarks:"

"Application for the Declaration of His or Her Own

L "Name . . . .
Cor ' Address . . . .

T R PR T T T T ey
s e . L LT
e b b e st B H P
-
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:_‘,: ;: City»..o m..-o
§: t (Above filled in when form received)
R Y .
Fos .
P t : Father's Name . . . .
.‘ -;“ ) Addl'elﬂ e o o »
g City - L] L J L ] &ate » L ] [ 3 L]
L BT Mother's Name . . . .
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Hat of ten questions, called the

" pumbers to members with the same given name.

" gusband or Wife's full name . . . .

Wife. . ..

On this dayof 7 "

Included with the above forms are several lists of "facts” and

. questions must be correctly answered and mailed to Chicago before the

applicant receives his official X" name.
The minister of the New York temple has explained the use of the

x' name as follows:

*During slavery, the slaves were known as Sam, John,
Luke, George, etc. All were xnown as Jones' slaves,
Smith's slaves, or whatever the last name might have

been. Bince the original names had long been dropped

along with 'our' culture and religion, 'we' took our masters'
pame after we were freed. When you become a member,
your slave name i8 dropped and you are given an 'X" until

your real name is given back.”

Within each teinple, for example,

his X name would be J
gone as high as 17X in assigning

o

temples having 2 large membership bave

- 41-

"student enrollment." The ngtudent enrollment”

the first man named John recdvﬁg

obn X, the next would be Jobn 2X, and so forth, Several




£
After completing the enrollment reqmemento the snccudll
meeting and roqneltod to amswer
why hi is

applicant is usually {ntroduced at a regular NOI
several questions and make & short .pooch before the group temnx

*happy" to be an NOI member.

A
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V1. SECURITY MEASURES AND DISCIPLINE

A. Meetings
All NOI temples conduct two types of meetings, those opea 0

the general public and those conducted for members only. The number sad
frequency of these meetings vary considerably. The regularity of attendance
by the members also varies among the individual temples. In some tempies,
members are required to attend all meetings. At these temples, & member
who is unable to attend musf call the temple before the beginning of the
xheetlng to furnish an acceptable excuse. Nonacceptable excuses result in
temporary suspension. Other temples require a&endance at only one or two
meetings a week. | |

Several of the larger iemples conduct meetings every night of
ﬁe ieek, with both afternoon and evening sessions during the weekends.
,'i'hese temples usually conduct two or three open meetings, two or more for
the general membership,and separate sessions for the FO!I and MGT. |
Smaller temples often have fewer meetings, but all have gome 0peR and
some closed meetings. An air of secrecy pervades all meetings, and strict
rules forbid the discussion of temple activities outside the temple.
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Both members and nonmembers attending NOI meetings are ?
tho_rwghly searched before entering the temple hall. All males are leo.rdnd
for ﬁduor, guns, knives, files, or any sharp instrument. Not only are these
items not allowed in the temple, but also cigarettes, gum, papers, pachzil,
or such items are taken from the man. He is then furnished a claim ticket
with which to reclaim his propefty on leaving the temple. Femilec_ are taken
to another part of the bullding, searched for weapons of any kind, and even
relieved of possessions such as lipstick and cosmetics. They, too, receive
a ticket to reclaim their property upon leaving the temple.

After being thoroughly searched, the individuals are admitted to tbe
temple meeting room,where the members are seated separately, men in one
section, women In another. At open meetings, where visitors are in attendance,
the visitors are also seated in a separate section. During meetings, guards are
stationed around the hall and in the aisles. They are changed at regular |
iqtefvals. The guards’ duties are revealed in "general orders for guards™
which were issued by the Chiczgo temptle:

"]l. To take charge of this post, and all temple property in view.

.2. To walk my post in a perfect manner, keeping always on the

© alert.

8. To report all violations of orders I em instructed to enfores.

4. To report all cells from post, more distant irom the msﬁﬁe

than my own. S v

5. To quit my post, only when properly relieved. Wt T
6. To receive, obey and pass on to the sentinel, who relieval ne,
ot all orders from the commanding officer, officers of the dly,
o non-commissioned officers of the guard only.

-“-
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Typical segreqated seating at NOI meetings.

This occasion was the Chicago convention

~ in February, 1957
(Note: FOI guards stationed in gisles)
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To talk to no one, only in the line of duty.

In case of disorder to give the alarm,

To allow no one to commit a nuisance on or near my post.
In any cases not covered by instructions, call the guards.
To salute all officers and standards not cased.

To be especially watchful at nights during the time of

meetings. "

o

BES

During meetings, guards are stationed not only within the temples

‘but also on patrol on the streets around the temple. *

B. Protection of Elijah Muhammad

Elaborate security protection is afforded Elijah Muhammad at all
times. Much of this protection is undoubtedly ceremonial or ritualistic
evidence of the respect Muhammad's followers hold for him. Nevertheless,
during 1958, a threat was reportedly made against the life of Elijah Muhammad.
This caused much concern among cult members even though the threat never
materialized. Also, during the Summer of 1959, J. B. Stoner, bead of the
Christian Knights of the K. K. K., wrote a letter to Muhammad which |
was full of invective. At the same time, Btoner wrote another letter to the
New York City Police Commissioner which offered the services of the
Klansmen to rid the city -oi "Muslims" {f the commissjoner would furnish
them with guns and ammunition. Muhammad was very much concerned about
the K. K, K. threat and caused both of Stoner's letters to be reprinted in
newspapeu which normally carry items concerning the NOI.

*Yery recently, a source advised that for several weeks the g'ua.rds on duty

for the protection of apeakeu and temple officers. RN
. -48 -
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Muhammad has, for a long time, been locnrity-cmoclo-.

v
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1952, when first viewing the house he was then purchasing for his redd.u,
Muhammad was afraid to enter a room until it was fully lighted and wpon
entering, immediately checked the window locks. After moving into th
house, Muhammad had his followers cut away all the shrubbery from around
the house and cut away the tree branches to a height of six to eight fod 0
that no one could approach the house without being seen. _
When Elijah Mutammad travels away from Chicago, thc m

_,,:\;;‘.‘; R

members at whichever city he visits are responsible for fumlshjng Hm
adequate security protection. The precautions taken prior to and dnrhg |
the Uline Arena "feast” at Washington, D. C., in May, 1959, providea
good exgmple of this security.

Prior to Mubammad's arrival at the arena, FOI members tboroqhty
searched the entire building for hidden devices or bombs and ltzﬁnned ;nrdl
at strategic places inside and outside the bullding. Another group o( ror
members, in about a dozen automobiles, drove to the airport to meet X
Muhammad. They first searébed the airport area looking for suspicious perm
and on the arrival of Muhammad's plane, marched onto the fleld and escarted

2luhammad belween two columns of guards back to & waiting automobile, She
¥ LEE

entonra.ge escorted Muhammad to the Washington minister's home, m =0

%3
Ph
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carloads of guards remained stationed outside the house until it was n.couay -
for them to escort him to the arena. Upon arriving at the arena, uunnmmd .
walked from the car, into the arena, and all the way up to the rostrum
between two lines of approximately 750 FOI members standing shoulder to
shoulder. The same precautions were taken when Muhammad left the arena.
During his stay in Washington, special food was prepared by NOI members

to avoid any possibility of Muhammad's being poisoned.

C. Discipline and Trials of Members
' Individuals associated with Elijah Muhammad for a considerable
period have advised that although Muhammad appears to be a mild-mannered

persoﬁ, it is vaious that he 18 capable of dominating and impressing his

- followers. This ability is shown by the strict discipline maintained over cult

members. |
As mentioned earlier in this study, the military-type organizational .
setup extends throughout all phases of NOI activities. Individual temple |
mlnlsteu, with the assistance of the temple FOI captains, exert control over
the members of their own temples. The only higher authorities in the
organization are Elijah Muhammad and National FOI Captain Raymond

S8harrieff. To maintaln this strict control, the various ministers, or FOI

upta.lnl bold ™rials” to expel or discipline members for & variety of reaso Y

- 47 -
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At these so-called "trials, " the violator is called before tb *

minister or the FOI captain, sometimes before tho regular umplo m
ship meeting and sometimes not. The clnrgea are read and tho sentence
pronounced. The member is not allowed to defend himself and has no right
of appeal; the decision of the minister or FOI captain is final,

The most severe sentence imposed on a member is permanent .
expulsion from the NOI. Another sentence frequently imposed is called the
"Class F" sentence. This sentence calls for the expulsion of tbe memhor
for a definite period of time, during which he cannot talk to NOI members nor
attend temple meetings. Many of this type of sentence are for 90 days for a
minor violation, with up to five years for a more serious violation. Usually
the five-year sentence is given with a provision that, if the individual has
‘lived according to the rules, he might apply for readmission after one year,
but only if he shows an unusual willingness to cooperate and further the
NOI program.

For minor violations not calling for expulsion from the temple, the
"Class C" sentence is imposed. This requires that the member perform
labor for a certain period of time with a working group at the tem@

e
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~will pull their tongues out i{f we catch them or find out who tﬁliey are. "

1. Reporting temple activities to a nonmember

3. Committing adultery

3. Using narcotics

4. Not attending temple meetings

8. Misusing funds collected for the temple

6. Using *“unbecoming' language before female members

7. PFailing to bring "lost-founds" (visitors) to meetings

8. Eating or selling pork

9. Mentioning before temple members that he would refuse to

die for "Allah" _

10. TFailing to pay extra dues for being overweight
11. Allowing a visitor to enter temple under influence of liquor
12. S8leeping during temple meeting

D. Informant Threat and the FBI

During the past year, Muhammad and various NOI ministers have
evidenced considerable interest in and attention to the possibility that "spies*

.have entered their ranks. They have threatened dire treatment for any

"ipies" they catch, while promising that any NOI member "found guilty of

reporting information on temple activities to the white g will be killed. "

One minister advised his followers that "the FBI devil"™ cannot

come to the temple himself, so he sends some of "our own fin the black form"

~ to hear what 1s going on in the temple. The minister then threatened that "we »

St i e s it atiind

- i
In an article appearing last summer in the Los Argeles Hernld.

Dispatch, Muhammad wrote, "The FBI, who has watched for a chance to do - X

e

the worst against us with their paid Negro stool pigeons among us, even to : 3'::5_;-',‘4

.- 49-
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making false charges of stealing the charity given for the expenses d the
temples and laborers’, all will fail. * (uuE———_=— |

Again at the 1960 NOI convention at Chicago, Muhammad was
reported to have talked about spies and stool pigeons and told about cutting
off the heads of spies and stool pigeons and hanging them up and putting tags
onthem. NN |

In spite of the NOI leaders' repeated violent threats of action they
would take against "spies' and Muhammad's claim that all attemptl of
nonmembers to learn of NOI activities would fail, the ministeﬁ have found
it necessary to take other precautions so that members would not divulge
NOI activities to nonmembers.

One minister advised his members concerning talking to FBI
Agents. He cautioned, "Some of you may think it is wise to engage themin
conversation when they come to your house but this is wrong. They will
trick you into saying something even though you think it is small, then they
will go to other Muslims for little bits of information and when they compile
it, they have quite a bit. They are tﬁmw to ask you leading questions and
sometimes you will think you are not talking bt vou are tricked 2nto 8 Fhaow
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your house. H they have a warrant for you then go peacefully with thom. x

they do not have & warrant then close your door and walk away because they

cannot force you to talk to them. * (IS
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Vil. INCIDENTS mﬂ LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

A. Prison Inmates _
There are a number of Negro inmates at prisons in several states

who claim affiliation with the NOI. Some of those claiming to be followers of
Muhammad who are presently in the Federal Penitehtiary at Leavenworth,
Kansas, had caused difficulty in other penal institutions and were subsequently

BERE R Y

transferred to Leavenworth. Most of these inmates, as well as many in state
prisons, have embraced the "Muslim” faith subsequent to confinement and do
pot actually have a very clear-cut idea of Muhammad's teachings. They are

primarily lntereéted in thoee features which enable them to complain about

j:risoh conditibns and racial discrimination.
For example, in the Fall of 1858, four convicts at a New York State
_prison who claimed to be followers of Muhammad filed legal action against
the warden claiming that he was denying tﬁem enjoyment of religious freedom
 while in his prison. They had made demands for special foods, private

meetings, special equipment, and other special considerations. No final

action has resulted from these complaints, but much friction has developed

- e — ——

" because of this incident, and the NOI has used it a5 = ;ropaganda weapon to
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At another State penitentiary, in Pennsylvania, an inmate ﬂ |
claimed to be a follower of Muhammad, assaulted a guard after drhkhc
some homemade liquor. When he was placed in segregation, & was
discovered that more than 20 other inmates, all followers of Muhammad,
had gathered and had planned to cause a disturbance. Fortunately, the plan
was discovered in time to prevent what could have been a serious incidest.

L

B. Local Law Officers

Muhammad and ministers of the NOI take pride in eiting the fearless
nature of the members. They speak with pride of various incidents where the
NOI members have engaged the police. When large numbers of wAfuslims™
gather and white persons are present, there seems to be a sort of eagernau
to demonstrate their fearlessness. | -

In July, 1958, an annual “feast™ spousored by MTI Number T was
beld at a hall in New York City. Because of limited space in the hall, many of
the male NOI members were forced to stand outside the entrances to the
hall. The New York police assigned to duty in the vicinity were eap;chny
tolerant and calm, and this undoubtedly prevented the situation from getting
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feut the NOI members exhibited attitudes of ridicule and urcum.totb
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pouco whenever they had the opportunity to do so. ” ,,’» .
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Typical of the contradictory statements made by Muhammad and
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his ministers concerning violent action are the instructions given by the
New York minister on two occasions within a few days of each other:
*"Members should not resist law enforcement officers at
any time. We are not against the laws, we are to obey the
laws. I the law officer is wrong we must still obey him
because Allah will take care of him.”
"We are not aggressive but peaceful people. The next time
any policeman puts his hands on a Muslim he will not go to
court but will go to the cemetery. "™
Also, during 1958, Muhammad wrote a letter addressed to all
temples of the NOI advising the ministers to read this letter before the FOI
at each meeting until such time as the minister was sure that the contents
were clear and well understood by everyone. The letter said that the *Muslims"
were getting into too much trouble with the local law enforcement autborities
and that this difficulty which the "Muslims™ were having throughout the nation

m;ivingtbemahsdropmuonmdmcosungtbelwlagreatdealolmomy. *

| Bowever, the letter continued, the members should not interpret these

inlirnctionn to mean that they should turn the other cheek when they are

attacked. It stated "when you are fought against you should fight back. In fact,

fight those who fight you. "
. Late in 1859, national leaders of the NOI met to discuss their

growing coné;rn over numerous conflicts between members and law enrorconile;i?

f,'{‘.‘#‘;‘}.)
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results in frequent clashes between members and white porlou 'ﬁo d the
leaders likened the members to tigers,saying, "When you awake a sleeping

tiger, you must put a harness on him also, otherwise he may do a trut
deal of damage. (NI '

In spite of this apparut concern, NOI pubucauou eontln. h
spread their message of hate.

The first issue of a new NOI monthly pubucation called

Mr. Muhammad Speaks, dated May, 1980, contains a long article concerning
two incidents involving clashes between New York City police officers and

members of the NOI. In both of these cases, NOI members interferad with
officers who were attempting to make arrests and, in the muinz mlou
the NOI members claimed they had been seriously injured. Both mu
resulted in long and lnvolved legal action, and the NOI is using these lop.l
battles to stir up the members against law enforcement anthortties and white
people in general.
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VIL NOI DOCTRINES, ATTITUDES, AND DOGMA 3

Although Elijah Muhammad constantly claims he is a believer in
‘he recognized religion of Islam, many orthodox Muslims openly denounce

'.J

iy

N1 S

Um as a fraud, who is using their religion to deceive and exploit the American
Negroes. Muhammad lays down the doctrines and rules which his followers

“"‘b’!'»",

& pust accept. As there is no one vfitten document setting forth the teachings

ind beliefs of the Nation of Islam cult, occasional changes in emphasis

| ive been noted. Therefore, the following doctrines, attitudes, and dogma of the
WOI have been compiled from the writings and speeches of Muhammad and several
yf his more prominent ministers.

’ It must be remembered that NOI ministers and assistan