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At the request of the field offices, this xponograph has been
prepared, explaining the origin, ideology and workings of the Muslim Cult
of Islam (MCI). -

Inasmuch as a knowledge of the orthodox religion of Islam is
considered essential to an understanding of one of its most deformed
branches, a brief history of the Islamic religion, an outline of its doctrines
and a very brief explanation of the divisions of the Koran have been includea
m.the first section of this monograph.

The anglicized forms of names and titles have been utilized;
however, for purposes of information, the first reference to each has been
followed by the Arabic form.

In view of the extreme fanaticism prevalent throughout the MCI,
and the absolute. lack of & dqctrinal core, an attempt has been made in the
second section of this monograph to set forth general patterns of belief
and behavior, compiled through an over-all study of the various temples
throughout the United States. Although there are some ‘.i)asic rules accepted
throughout the Cult, it appears that many of the local leaders have adopted .
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the privilegé of personal interpretation.

In the third section,an attempt has been made to illustrate the
chasm existing between the orthodox religion of Islam and the unorthodox MCL

The various enrollment forms and data, considered pertinent

T S0 § 20w e & s

by the Cult, have been included in the Appendices.

The material in this study which relates to the history of Islam
has been obtained from public sources and is documented as such, All of
the data relative to the MCI has been obtained from confidential sources and
is classified as confidential.

This monograph is intended to s_erve as an investigative aid to
field office agents and to facilitate the handling of any problems which may
arise in the conduct of such investigations. In view of the aberrant ideology
and practices of the MCI, it is necessary to g0 into detail and present all
of the information in the Bureau's possession which is considered essential

to the successful handling of investigations regarding this group and the

development of informants among its members.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A. Summary
This monograph includes a background of the orthodox religion

of Islam, and the workings and. organizational setup of the Muslim Cult of
Islam. An effort has been made in the last ae;:tion to point out those tenets
of the orthodox religion that have been adopted as a structural part of the
Cult, and the eccentric alterations made in them.

B. Conclusions

1. The MCL is a fanatic Negro organization purporting to be
motivated by the religious principles of Islam, but actually
dedicated to the propagation of hatred against the white
race. The services conducted throughout the temples are
bereft of any semblance to religious exercises.

2. Organizationally, the MCI is a collection of autonomous
temples bound by a tremulous personal relationship between
the heads of the temples and the headquarters of the Cult
in Chicago, Ilinois.

-3. The MCI, although an extremely anti-American organization,
{8 not at the present time either large enough or powerful
enough to inflict any serious damage to this country; however,
{ts members are capable of committing individual acts of
violence. :

4, The aims and purposes of the MCI are directed at the overthrow
of our constitutional government, inasmuch as the Cult members
regard it as an instrument of the white race; therefore,
it is obvious that this group, as long as it retains the ideas

now motivating it, will remain an investigative problem to the
FBL :
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1. THE RELIGION OF ISLAM

A. Brief Histor '
“Read: In the name of thy Lord who createth, " 1 said the

" volce to Mohammed (Muhammad), * who could not read. And thus was

born "The Blave of Allah," “The Prophet 'of Islam," the man who united
the wandering tribes of the Arabiax; desert and enabled them to emerée from
the darkness of primitivism and savagery and build 2 civilization rich in
gcientific and cultural aghievement. It was the twenty-fourth night of the
month of Ramadan*#* when the angel Gabriel brought the first revelation

to Mohammed on Mount Hira. s+sFor the rest of Mohammed's life he
continued to have these revelations, which were eventually compiled to form
the bible of Islam, known a8 the Koran (al-Qur'an), "The Reading," -- the

Reading of the man who knew not how to read. 3

*Born about 570 A.D. in Mecca, Arabia.

¢+The ninth month of the year during which all Moslems fast. It falls in
different seasons because of the lunar calendar.

s4¢4 hill in the Arabjan desert on which Mohammed re.éeived the first of

the revelations.
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For the first three years of his mission,Mohammed was

considered & fanatic by the people of Mecca* (Makka), and because of this
he relegated his teachings to his famﬂy and mtimate friends. Like most
prophets, he was not without honor save in his own country. At the end of
the third year, he receivéd the command to vgrise and warn" and thereafter
preached in public. From 620 A. D., Mohammed's affairs at Mecca were
in a crisis. BY public gtandards, his mission was considered 2 failure
until he met 2 group of men from Yathrib (later called Meding), & city
more than two hundred miles away, who, recognizing him as the awaited
Prophet,; returned to their city and told what they had seed and heard. This
was the only place which proved receptive to his teachings and it was in
Yathrib that the future of Islam lay. 3

In the Summer of 622 A.D., to0 avoid being murdered, Mohammed
fled from Mecca during the night and made his way to Yathrib. This is the
famous hegira (hajj) from Mecca to Yathrib from which the Moslem#** counts
the years, It was in Yathrib that Mohammed puilt & theocratic state, and
{rom Yathrib that he ruled a rapidly growing empire. The lonely prophet

was now the armed conqueror!

«The capital of Arabia fourteen centuries 2g0.

**The more {amiliar form of the word Muslim.
-2-




Mass conversions are rarely made without bloodshed, and
Islam was no exception. A series of savage conflagrations accompanied
the rapid spread of the new religion over the sands of Arabia. Perhaps

~ the most significant of these batties occurred between three hundred of

Mohammed's men and one thousand Meccans at a place called Badr. The

victory of Mohammed's inferior force was interpreted as a divine sanction

of the new faith. ‘Previous to this battle,lslam was & religion with state;

after this it became a state. But the tides of war were not always 60
favorable to Mohammed. More than a year later, amid the beating of
timbrels, Mohammed‘s army was cut to ribbons on the plains of Ohod by
hostile tribes, and only gaved from complete annihilation by the exhaustion
of the enemy. In 629 A.D., after a pllgrimage which Mohammed had sent
to Mecca returned unharmed, he decided to yenture there himself. His
pilgrimage was made without incident and be won yalusble converts in the

city of Mecca, amoOng whom were some Who had previously fought against

him. In 630 A.D.,he marched against Mecca, which fell without & struggle.

Pagan Arabia had been converted, and the missionaries of Islam were free

to carry the Prophet's word to the Eastern Empire, Persia and Ethiopia. 4

Within a hundred years after Mohammed's deﬁh, {n 632 A.D.,

not merely Arabia, but Syria, Persia, Egypt, Northern Africa and Spain
-8-
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red by Mohammed's successors, called caliphs. Until

had been conque

the 11th century, when the Moslem world was split by the rise of the Turks,

this culture was matched only by the Byzantine civilization, 5

B. The Principles of Islam '
elow are the main principles of the orthodox religion

Set forth b

of Islam, as taught by the Koran, and as strictly adhered to by past and

present followers of Mohammed:
1. Articles of Faith

a. Profession of Faith

Allah. Mohammed is the Messenger of
ess to the truth of these

“There is no god but
Allah. "'* 1t 1s simply by bearing witn
two propositions that a man enters the fold of Islam. 6 -

b. Belief in the Unity of God
teachings of the Koran, God is one in His

According to the
Person, His Attributes and His Works. Oneness in person
means there is but one Godhead in which there is neither

plurality of persons nor gods. Oneness in attributes implies

that the Divine attributes in perfection are possessed by no

*The Koran
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" other being. Oneness in works means that no being is

capable of performing the works which God has done, or

which God may do. 7

Belief in the Prophets

Mohammed considered himself the 1ast of the prophets and

it s, therefore,incumbent on all Moslems to believe in the

prophets of other nations. 8 »gay, O people! Iam the Apostle

of Allah to you all, of Him whose is the kingdom of the:

heavens and earth."*

Belief in the Attributes of God

1.
2.
3.
4.

_His knowledge

His power and control
His love and mercy

His punishment ®

The highest ideal 2 man can place before him is & belief in

a god who pdssesses the perfect attributes, for without such

an ideal man loses his earnestness and noble aspiration.




- . R LI

e.

T3
Belief in Divine Revelation ,‘
According to the religion of Islam, there are three forms %

of divine revelation:
i. ‘The inspiringof an idea into the heart
2. Révelation while in a trance or dream
s. Revela;tion in which thé angel brings the divine
message in words. 10

Belief in the Angls

Angels are closely connected with the life of man from his

pirth to his death and during his progress in either Paradise

or Hell. They actas {ntermediaries, and because of their

gervile positions they are considered inferior to men. 1 \lf‘
Beltef in a Final Judgment and Life after Death E :
There will be a day of reckoning when man's deeds will be : :

weighed before the Eternal Judge, when heaven and earth will

55 AN = :
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melt away and only God's nearness will be apparent. 80

death, according to the Koran, is not the end of life but

merely the door to a higher form of existence. 12
-6 - ’
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C. Fundamental Religious Duties

The fundamental religious duties, or practices, recognized

by Islam are five:

1. ‘The profession of faith, which was previously defined, and

which includes the following declarations:

a. We will not worship any but the one God
b. We will not steal
c. We will not commit adultery
d. Nor kill our children
e. We will not slander in anywise
{ Nor will we disobey the Prophet in anything that is right 13
2 Prager
Prayer is considered the means of the realization of the Divine
{n man. Itis said tobe an instrument for dispelling all differences,
racial, cultural and economic, between all men, and a force
gutficiently cohesive to achieve a caeness of all humanity. 14
3. Charity (zakat)
This encompasses all acts of benevolence and doing good to

human}ty in general. According to Islam, Gdd has given to man

not only his wealth but also his faculties, and these should be
A -
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ghared to the benefit of all. Actually, the provision for charity

demands the giving up of a small portion of a man's wealth but
does not interfere with his right to property. 15

Fasting

"So they should answer My call (by fasting) and believe in Me,
80 that they may find the way (to Me). "'* Fasting, according

to Islamic principle, is primarily a spiritual discipline. It has
as its main purpose spiritual purification and entails fasting
from food and drink from dawn until sunset during the entire
month of Ramadan. 16

Pilgrimage (haff)

"And pilgrimage to the House is incumbent upon men for the sake
of Allah, upon every one who is able to undertake the joaraey

to it. "**In the world of Islam the pilgrimage is considered one of

the major influences in destroying barriers of race, color and

nationality, for it is on the pilgrimage that men speak one language,

wear one dress and are taught to live, act and feel in one way. 17

* The Koran

*+ Ihid,
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D. The Koran
In the last ye

ars of his ufe,Mohammed dictated his scriptures

were partly written on parchment, paper,

4 to his disciples. Bis messages
palm leaves O bone, and partly committed to mémory. The fragments
collected and rearranged into the Koran. 18

were eventually

The

Koran is divided into 114 cha.pters; each of which is called

5 a sura (surah). The guras are divided into two catego
1. The Meccan guras,which number ninety-two,
during his thirteen years reside

Mecca. These suras give guidance to the individual soul and
19

ries:
and which were

revealed to Mohammed nce in

ground the adherents into the faith

2. The
revealed to Mohammed during his ten-year stay
. suras give guidance to a growing gocial and political ¢
and translate faith into action. 20
The revelations to'Mohammed,vhﬂe he was in a state of trance,
those which occurred

Medina suras, which number twenty-two, and which were

ommunity

Book and are never confused with
were no physical changes appare
or Sunnah, of the Prophet. 31

comprise the Sacred
nt in him. The

during the times when there

are known as the Hadith,

latter
-9 -
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1. THE MUSLIM CULT OF ISLAM
A. Backgound and Origin
During and immediately following the first world War, the Negroes | 4:
i
in the Southern States became extremely attracted to the northern industrial b
i
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cities, such as Detroit, Pittsburgh and Chicago. 'l'hey pelieved implicitly

that the North, unlike the South, presented rare Opportnmtties to improve

the economic and cultural stzndaxfds of the Negro. Asa result of the prevalent
{lliteracy among these peoble and the large apumbers of them who immigrated '
to the North, possibilities for empioyment diminished. The depression in

the late 1920's completely dispelled the rest of their hopes ‘and reduced

greatly their living standards. During these years, many militant and cultist
groups arose which reflected this intense desire for racial {mprovement

and recognition, and which based the unenviable position of the Negro on the

t:;eatment atforded him by the white people As each of these movements

gained momentum, anti-Caucasian feelings became more pronounced until

the pitch of unadulterated racial hatred was attained.

1. The Marcus Garvey Movement
g

puring 1914, in Jamaica, British West Indies, Marcus ‘%
1

Garvey, a West Indian Negro, Was {mbued with the desire to collect” i

his people from the four corners of the earth and return them to
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African goll where the Negro could have & government and

country of his own and establish himself in the eyes of the world

as an African national. Garvey's success in the British West
Indies was moderate, but moderateness did not gatisfy his ambitions,
8o on March 23, 1916'!‘-. he came to the United Btates where he
established himself in the Harlem gection of New York City.
Garvey, who was referred to as the “Black Moses, " described
himself as the 'Messiah of the Black Peopl€ throughout the world
and made' many inflammatory attacks on the white »rwce and the
treatment it afforded the Negro.

In July 1918, Garvey published a constitution and bylaws,
and on October 23, 1921, his organization was {ncorporated in
the State of New York under the name Universal Negro Improvement
Asgociation. In this country membership centered in New York,
Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Philadelghia, New Orleans, Norfolk,
Tampa, Savmnah,md Indianapolis.

In 1920,Garvey dispatched & delegation of Negroes to Liberia
to procure lands and otl_:er facilities for the pu,ijnose of resettling
the American Negroes; howeyer, the delegation was rejected by

the Liberian Government.
-11 -
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Garvey's decline, though brought about by the activities.

of competitors, actually began with his arrest for selling stock
in violation of state laws. After serving two years of his sentence,
Garvey was deported to Jamaica. 32

A'lthough Garvey died in London in 1940, his ideas did not
die with him. . Under the direction of a president general, william L.
Sherill, in Detroit, Michigan, the Universal Negro Improvement
Association is presently active and, together with the African
Communities I...eague,' sponsors a publication, entitled "Garvey's

Voice," which keeps alive the preachings of Marcus Garvey -- "One

God--One Aim--One Destiny."
2. The Moorish Science Temple of America

During Garvey's imprisonment, there appeared on Chicago's
gtreet corners and vacant lots a Negro wearing aﬁaming red fer.
This was Timothy Drew* who called himself Noble Drew Ali, and
who brought to the Negro the information that he was not a Negro
but 2 Moor. Act six of his Divine Constitution and By-Laws

reads:

*Born in North Carolina in 1886; died 1829
-12 -~
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With us all members must declare their nation-
ality and their Divine Creed that they may know
that they are a part and partial (eic) of this
said government and that they are not Negroes,
Colored Folks, Black People, O Ethiopians,
because these names were given to slaves, by
slave-holders, in 1779 and lasted untfl 1865
during the time of slavery, but this {8 a new

era of time now, and all men must proclaim their

government in which they live and the nations

of the earth, this 18 the reason Why Allah the
Great God of the aniverse ordained Noble Drew
Ali, the prophet, to redeem his people from their
sinful ways. The Moorish Americans are the

Africa. 3
Noble Drew Ali's Moorish star and crescent did not

ymmediately draw many to his side, but it was not too long before

the wearers of the fez, finally convinced of their elevation to

eminence, were looking down o their {nferior white antagonists,

and hopefully adhering to the promises of Noble Drew All who

offered them pride of race and dignity. Upon the receipt of reports

{ndicating that the prejudices of his followers were being expressed

through violence,the prophet tssued strict instructions, *We did

not come to cause confusion; our work is to upnﬁ the nation. i ¢
-18 - i
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As in the case of Marcus Garvey, competition soon arose.

The organization split into two warring sections. On March 15, 1529,

t_he‘ leader of the opposing faction was stabbed to death, for which

crime Noble Drew Ali was imprisoned. Released on bond, Ali died

soon after under very mysterious circumstances.

After these events, the group was unsuccessfully held together
as a national organization. Bowéver, like the Garvey Movement, it
has never really reached oblivion. Many came forward through the |
years, claiming to be'the prophet, Noble Drew Ali, reincarnated,
and through their efforts many branches of the Moorish Science
Temple of America were organized and are active today.

There have been several {ntimations that the Nation ofi
Islam, set forth below, was an outgrowth of the Moorish Science
Temple of America, and was begun because of disgension within the

temple; however, this factor does not appear in any of the related

7oA ;

histories of the cult.

% . -

'l-.:.-“‘ b

The Nation of Islam

o R Muﬂ:'ll'é iy b

. -t

In 1930 there appeared on the streets of Detroit a peddler
who, like the Arab or Syrian peddlers, went from house to house,

-14 -
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carrying his wares. As he contacted his fellow Negroes in the
Elmwood district of Detroit, he convinced them of his ministerial
abilities, and soon house meetings were being held under the
guidance of the peddler, known variously as W. D, Fard, Prophet
W. D. Fard, Prophet W. D. Fard Muk-Mud, W.D. Foard, Mr.
wali Farrad, Professor Ford, Mr. Farfa.d Mohammed, Mr. F.

Mohammed Ali, and to the Bureau as WMe Don Fard, FBI #56062.

An individual who claims to have heard his first addresses states

that Fard himself said:

My name is W.D. Fard and I come from the Holy

City of Mecca. More about myself I will not

tell you yet, for the time has not come. Iam

your brother. You have not yet seen me in my

royal robes. :

Fard at first utilized the Bible, inasmuch as most of his
listeners were familiar with its teachings, but, as his following
{ncreased, he became more and more inflammatory in his remarks
against the whites and denounced the Bible in ghocking terms. The
element of fanatical racial hatred became more pronounced than
it had been in gimilar organizations and it was evident that Fard

was actually cementing this factor into the foundation of his

organization.

-15 -
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Very little of Fard's background was ever authentically
exposed, but his impressionistic adherents, overawed by the
mysterious aura, began to come forward with controversial
information fegargling his background. Some asserted that he was
born in Mecca, the son of wealthy pa.rents"'of the tribe of Koreish
(Qureysh) from which Mohammed had come; that he was closely
related by blood to the dynasty of the Hashimite sherifs of Mecca
who became kings of the Hejaz; that he was educated at & college
{n England in preparation for a diplomatic career, but that he
abandoned everything to bring *{reedom, justice and equality, "
to "his uncle living in the wilderness of North America surrounded
and completely robbed by the cave man."*

It appears that the gurrounding air of mystery affected

Fard as much as it did his followers, for, when asked who he was

by the Detroit Police Department, he answered, *Iam the Supreme

Ruler of the Universe. "

*The "black men in the wilderness of North America" are réferred to

symbolically in the cult ritual 88 "the uncle" of Mr. W. D. Fard. Muslims
of the East--Syrians, Turks and others--are referred to as the "gecond

uncle" of Mr. W. D. Fard.

-16 -
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" Gradually there began to seep into the minds of his followers

the idea that Fard was more than a man. As time passed, the

fdea reached the level of veneration.

The following quotation reflects this veneration in the past
and present beliefs of this organization, now called the Muslim'
Cult of Islam, or the Allah Temple of Islam.

We are determined as our Bavior Allah's Apostles

to make known to our oppressed, robbed, degenerated,
and rejected people the glad news of the presence

of our long awaited Deliverer who was to come and
has come. Whom we have seen and spoken to him face
to face. Who is he then? The great Jehovah Master
W. J. Mohammed who would come in the last days and
gearch the earth for the lost brother of Asia, who

had fallen among strangers and was robbed of all

we originally possessed. Praise be to our Bavior

and King Master Fard Mohammed, the Almighty who
have the keys of salvation to loose us out of this
wicked devil civilization.

When the number of followers increased to the point where
private homes were no longer large enough to accommodate the
growing congregation, a temple service was begun. This first
temple, originated by Fard in Detroit, is at the present time known

as Temple No. 1 of the Muslim Cult of Islam.
-17 -
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To §llustrate his new teachings, Fard used the physical -

and economic difficulties ot the Negroes. Biblical prophecies
and the teachings of Marcus Garvey and Noble Drew Ali were
cited as foretelling the coming of the new probhet. Many of the
people were {lliterate and it became necessary to organize classes
in English in order that they migﬁt be able to read "the proofs
about themselves. ™ Fard explained to the people that the publications
which he recommended they read were symbolic and could be
understood only through his own interpretation. He compiled &
séries of questions and answers which supposedly explain his
teachings in 2 mathematical and scientific way. He introduced the
Koran as the most authoritative of all texts for the study of the new
faith; however, he used only the Arabic text which he translated
and explained to his believers. His people were completely
dependent upon hig interpretations.

The potential dangerousness and the primitive instincts of
some of the members of this organization were forcibly brought
to the attention of the people of Detroit on Novexi;ber 21, 1082, when

the newspapers carried a bloodcurdling story of human sacrifice.

' A prominent member of the Cult, one Robert Harris, somehow

-18 -
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. of the Cultto 2 conclusion. Ready, willing. and able to assume

.Cuit of Islam.

Smith, to present himself as a human

gnduced his roomer, John J.
ifice 8o that he might become whe Saviour of the World.™

sacr

At the appointed hour of the sacrifice, -Hnrrls plunged a knife in

gmith's heart 88 he lay waiting oot the improvised altar. After

Harris's arrest 1t became known that two social workers were

slated as the next victims.
Another such incident involved the arrest on January 20, 1037,

of the brother of an official of the Cult as he prepared for the
ceremonial slaying and cooking of his wife and daughter to cleanse

him from all sin.
In May of 1833, Fard was ordered to leave Detroit by the

local authorities; however, his depérture failed to bring the activities 3

leadership of the Nation of Islam was Gulan Bogans, Known variously
a8 Elijsh Poole, Gulam Bogans and Mohammed Rassouli, Who Was

to become Elijah Mohammed, the preaent leader of the Muslim

Gulan Bogans was born “Elijah Pole" on October 7, 1891,

near Sandersville, Georgla, cae of the thirteen children of Wall
-19 - i
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and Marie Poole, whose i:arents had been slaves of a white family
with the same gurname. He finished four grades in school and

Jeft home at the age of sixteen years. In 1923 he took his wife, -

the former Clara Evans, md their two children to Detroit, Michigan,
where he was employed in séveral manufacturing plants until the
beginning of the depression in 1829. During tinese lean years, Bogans
met W. D. Fard, who acqua.inteci him with the tenets of the Cult,

and who, according to Bogans, personally took him vout of the

gutter in the streets of Detroit and taught him in three and one-half

years the knowledge of Islam. When Fard left Detroit, he designated

. Bogans, who was now called Elijah Mohammed, &s the leader of the

Muslims in North America. Throughout the Cult membership, the

~ disappearance of Fard and resultant change in leadership are explained

as follows: Fard, in reality Allah himself, left Detroit to travel to
Mecca, and left the Cult in the capable hands of his apostle, Elijah
Mohamméd. '

Elihah Mohammed taught in Detroit until September 19834,
when, because of local pressure, he decided to remové to Chicago
where he established Temple No. 2, the headquarters of the MCI1.

-20-
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direction of the national leader, or Prophet, Elijah Mohimmed.

In 1942,Elijah Mohammed stated that the main purpose of the
MCIis *to clean up the dark people physicélly and spiritually 80 they will y
be respected by the other civilized people of the earth. In their present b

condition they are not and cannot be honored and respected by intelligent K

people. Islam desires to eliminate prostitution, gambling and drinking a.mbng

the dark people 8o they can be respected. "
Membership in the Cult is restricted exclusively to Negroes;

however, it is known that at least one member of the Caucasian race is ‘
Although this individual

associated with the Cult as instructor in Arabic.
{s a white man, because of his Palestinian nationality he would be considered

by members of the MCiasa wprother." As far as their gervices are concerned,

po “white devil" is allowed to enter the temples, and gtatements have been

made by local Cult leaders which indicate that violence would be considered

a necessary measure to insure security.

B. O_ngization of MCI
The headquarters of the Cult is, as previously noted, located in

Chicago, Tlinois. It is known &8 Temple No. 2, and is under the personal

-21- e
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4. Temple Or ation

The MCl is particularly active in the following cities:
Chicago Iinois; Detroit, Michigan; Baltimore, Maryland;
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; New York New York; wasghington,
p. C.; Boston, Massachusetts; Atlantic City, New Jersey;
Youngstown, Ohio; Indianapolis, Indiana, Cincinnati, Ohio;
gan Diego, California; and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Each Cult
temple is, a8 a rule, di_vid’ed into the following orga;nzational

. .. e e oy g
[ e i A SR .

breakdown:
a. Fruit of Islam (FOL)
This is the military section of the MCL Each

e

temple has & gection of the ‘FOI within it which is

composed only of the male members. Each section i8
under the trusted care of a captain who is, reportedly,
directly responsible to Elijah Mohammed. These
': ' gections are further divided into squads which are
headed by trusted members of the temple with the title . ‘
of Ueutenant.‘ Each individual within the squad is |

o pma VO

answerable to his Jieutenant who in turn i8 responsible ' S

to the captain.
-22-
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At least one night a week 18 devoted to military
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training which includes judo, the use of knives and

. blackjacks, and military drills such as marching in

regular columns.
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Secondary duties of the FOI, according to information

received, are the handling of cilsciplinary matters within
; the temple, supervising ntrials," guarding the Prophet
or local minister as well as the selection and training of
those membefs who are chosen to act as temple guards, ‘

and insuring the security of the temple against any invasion

by "spies" of the ndevil." In connection with the War
of Armageddon, the Cult looks on t.hié gection as an |

extremely important factor {n the eventual emergence of

Asiatic world dominance.

b. Muslim Girls' Training (MGT)

This gection is composed of the female members of
the Temple who are trained in the duties of the Muslim
woman, éspechny in regard to homem"aking, cooking,
sewing, and their duties and obugatloﬁs to their husbands

and families.
- 28 -




eneral Civilization Class, Also Referred to as Girls'

c. G
Eivilizafion Trai@ !:j

: ' This section is al80 composed of the female members

: of the Cuilt but usnally the younger members who are

[

taught the doctrines and theories of Islam.

d. The Univérsity of Islam

This section i8 dedicated to the furtherance of the

T

| knowledge of Islam among members of the Cult, and has
. its location in Chicago. Although branches of the University i)

are found in the organizational setup of several temples, i it

as a general rule the education of temple members i8 i i

handied independently by the minister’ or his assistants,

or individuals designated to perform such duties.

In this connection it ghould be noted that in 1034 it
came to the attention of the Detroit Board of Education
: that children of certain Negro families were being
withdrawn from the public schools. An {nvestigation
which was {nstituted by the Board refiected that the
families involved were members of thié'Cult and that the

children missing from the schools were attending the
-2 -
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University of Islam, a school which had been established

by the Cult. An immediate examination of the school
was made and it revealed that the “curriculum, the
teaching staff, and the equipment were entirely i;mdequate
to afford even the most rudimentary education for the .
colored children who were attending. Not only was the
school inadequate, but the subject matter which was
taught appeared to be of & fantastic nature quite outside
the realities of life." Attempts which were made to
close the schools by the enforcement of the school
attendance laws resulted in strengthening the resistance
of the Cult,causing it and the school to operate in secrecy.
A final decision of the Board resolved to refrain from
rigid enforcement of the attendance laws and to assist
win adfusting the underlying economic and social problems
of other Negro families of the same class in order that
the movement may not spread; and to ignore temporarily
the irritating ‘bumptiousness' of t.his particular group. ™
In 1954 information was received indicating that in

the University of Islam various gubjects are taught ranging
-25 -
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from elementary grade school subjects to allegedly - .gi,- ,,
ngdvanced subjects” for adult members. During the i
day,children of the Cult members are expected to attend
. this school {nstead of the "devil's schools" and sucl'x' '
subjecté as reading, spelling, arithmetic, A.rabic and

| l : Islamic history are taught. There {g apparently no
ot
; standard of advancement or division of grades in the
: school and,from observations,those teaching in it have
!

little or no educational background.

: e. Public Institutions
One of the numerous explanations offered by the

" Cult for the origin of the American Negroes is that they -
are membérs of the Lost Tribe of Shabazz, and itis
{rom this idea that they have obtained the name for the °

. various business enterprises, such as grocery stores,

: restaurants, laundries,and farms, operated by several \‘

temples of the Cult. Some of these ingtituﬁons carry ’

the word Shabazz in their names andjvere organized to

enable member;s of the Cult to secure freedom from the
-26 -
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control of the ndevil." Members aré urged to patronize

these institutions, the proﬁfs of which, itis stated,

go toward the maintenance of the entire orga_nlzaﬁon.
This is not a condition prevalent throughout the

entire organization but i8 found in only a few temples.

National Officers

Nauons? L ——

Besides the Prophet, there areé three recognized national
officers: & medical director, & personal gecretary to the Prophet
and the head of the FOI in the United Btates. The other officials
of the Cult are assigned to the remaining eleven temples.

Local Officers

The positiOns held by these officers vary according to the
size of each individual temple; however, the following listing

complies more Or less with the genersal pattern:

Head Minister and Assistants
These officers are supposedly selected by Elijah Mohammed,
and are responsible for the functioning of the temple. The pumber

of assistants depends on the size of the templé and its needs.

-97-
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General Secretary

The secretaries are reportedly selected by Elijah Mohammed
and handle duties in keeping with gecretarial functions. If found
to be other than righteous, they are subject to removal by Elijah

Mohammed or the Head Minister.

Treasurer
The treasurer is usually present at each meeting and handles
all of the collections or contributions. It is his responsibility
to see that the amounts received are handled in accordance with

the regulations set forth by the officials of Islam.

Head Investigator and Assistants

These individuals investigate such matters as are assigned
to them by the officials, and are responsible for reporting their
findings to their superiors. The number of assistants depends
on the needs of the temple.

Captain (FOI)

Assistant Captain (FOI)
First Lieutenant (FOI)
Second Lieutenant (FOI)

‘
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The captain and officers of the FOI are directly responsible

fbr the. efficient training of the members of this section in z,k

various military maneuvers. , ' ‘

Captain (MGT & GCT) i

3 First Lieutenant MGT & GC'r) ,:

'j The women who head the Muslim Girle' Training ad 9; :

|3 Girls' Civilization Training are responsible for training i

‘ , the female members of the Cult in domestic duties, and “

| educating them so they will be able to assume intelligently 'l ;

: their responsibilities after the civilization of the white man 1 E{;E

has been obliterated. ' . ! :J.';

C. Financial Program ' i:;i

From the information available, it appears that the _ma.in source ; ,ri

L) o funds utilized in the maintenance of the Prophet, his family, ministers ' H3

z wd rental and operating expenses for temple properties, stems from the ' |

yoluntary contributions of the members; however, in view of the amounts

% involved, several members have expressed their suspicions of the existence ;; ‘

o some unexplained source of funds. ,} ,‘

: In 1942 a letter was found in the headquarters of the Cult, which "

was addressed to the Muslims by Elijah Mohammed and in which he acknowledged e
-20 - L l




the receipt of a sum of money. A postscript written by hand on the side
of the letter stated: "It makes the hypocrites all angry when they hear of . ’;j
all you contributmg to me, s0 let's make them made plenty mad so they will

Jearn who we are. "

In 1952 the members of one temple were requested to contribute ,

one third of their salaries. : ‘ i ,
In 1953, information was received that anotl;er temple was asking h ,
for donations of $210 per person to help establish a fund of $200, 000 for a

ppe—_—

cooperative store to be built in Chicago. Because of the extreme pressure

put on members, and their inability to pay this amount, many of them dropped
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Stemie—ataermr— =Rt LRI
. Pryuiani .
. ce

rrE
T DA S AL LI
. A R )

membership. _
In a number of temples, donation booklets are issued in which

.
o et i

’
e T vew

members are réquested to designate the purposes to which their contributions?
are to be directed, 1.e., Treasury, Poor Fund, Minister, University of

Islam, Prophet's Home, Becretary, Bpecial Donations, Prophet's Fund)and ;:_i

Minister's Fund.
it has been indicated that another source of income originated
from the profits of the various business éntqrprlses controlled by the Cult,

such as the previously mentioned restaurants, lsundries, and grocery stores.
- 30 - ‘ :
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In August 1954, Elijah Mohammed addressed a congregation, at

which time he indicated that the real estate holdings of the Cult in the Chicago
area totaled approximately $153, 500.

D. Meetings .
The regular meetings of the MCI are considered open meetings

at which visitors are welcome. The meetings of the FOI are élosed, and

only members who have obtained their "X * names a;'e allowed to atten’d_.
This rule is also applied to meetings of the Mf!e'!' and GCT. An air of strict -
secrecy pervades all of the meetings, and strict rules are in existence

which forbid the discussion of the proceedings of each of the meetings between
members of the different sections.

1.  Conduct of Meetings

The following description cannot, of course, b;_accepted
as established procedure in every temple in the United States
because, like every aspect of this organization, there is no

regulate& pattern; however, accepting certain existing variations

in deportment, it does reflect a general picture of the usual procedure. f
y 1

¢Their “'Slave names,' .or given names, are taken away at the time of
enrollment in the Cult and gubstituted by the surname with "X."
-81-
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Any person entering the Temple, including members, i8
{mmediately gearched. If the person {s a malejhe ig searched-
and advised that no sharp instrumen nts, such as files or knives, .

guns, cigarettes, boxes, papers, chewing gum Or alcohol are
allowed in the temple. If the personisa female,she i8 taken

into a separate room,where she i8 searched by the women for |
weapons of any kind and relieved of possessions such as lipstick

and other cosmetics All of the property confiscated irom members
and visitors is returned at the conclusion of the meeting. A

visitor, immediately after the search, i8 escorted under guard

to the visitors® section, usually situated directly in front of the
gpeaker's rostrum. If the personis & member, after making
donatiouns to the vartous Cult activities, he i8 ushered into the

main part of the Tem mple. As2 rule, male members of the Temple
sit toward the front and the female members toward the rear.

Procedures in {ndividual temples will, of course, vary but

the meeting is usually begun by the Head Minister 0L, in his
absence,one of his assistants, who reads an opening prayer. In

gome temples this prayer is followed by the Musnm Fightsng Song,
-32-
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the words to which are {ncluded in the Appendices at the end of |
this monograph. Following the song, if it is sung, the congregation
1s questioned as to the Student Enrollment, Lost-Found Muslim
Lesson No. 1, the 'planets, mathematics and the Fruit of Islam.

All of this data has been fncluded in the Appendices. During the
course of the meeting, pertinent gubjects, as often as possible
fnvolving frequent references to the "white devil," which elicit
great feelings of animosity and hatred, are discussed by various
members who either direct their conversation to the individual
controlling the meeting or to the members themselves. At the close
of the meeting, the usual prayer i{s said and {8 answered by all
members in unison.

Physical Description

The room where the meeting is held is generally of the
auditorium type and usually has, in the front, a speaker's rostrum
gituated on a platform. Behind the rostrum,the flags of the United
States and Islam are painted on a blackboard. Above the Stars
and stripes {s the word "'Christianity"; below, the words "Slavery,

Suffering, Death.” Directly beneath the word "Death" is a Cross,
-388-
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to the left of which is 2 picture of & Negro hanged from ~ N
the 1imb of a tree. Over the flag of Islam, which §s composed of :_
: a white crescent and star on a field of red, the word "Islam"
{s printed; beneath tlie flag are the words wFreedom, Jusuce,}

. : Equality.” Stationed about the room are a series of guards who

| N | stand in military fashion at all times and who are relieved every {

thirty minutes, whether or not an {ndividual is spesking, by other

guards after an exchange of military salute. 1 |
; £. Enrollment and Education r
. After having attended several meetings, & person interested in ;‘
: joining the Cult is requested to cOPy, yerbatim, a form letter of application | l
<nd submit it to Elijah Mohammed in Chicago. 1t must be handwritten in
é ink on bond paper, and, it s alleged, if thereis a single error in spelling '
or punctuation, the Jetter will be returned for correction. In reply, the !“"‘
t Prophet advises the applicant that he has been accepted, gives him his X !
pame, and encloses the extremely important Lesson No. 1, which it is | ‘

{ncumbent upon the new member to memorize. Upon mastery of this document,

the perplexed individual then undertakes the exhaustive study of the Student

. Enrollment and Answers, Lost-Found Muslim Lesson No. 1, the book that
-84 -
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nteaches the Lost-Found Nation of Islam. A thorough knowledge of our

miserable state of condition in & mathematical way, when we were found by
our Saviour W. D. Fard," by Prophet W. D. Fard, and the various facts
relating to geography, astrology, mathematics,and gcientific data.

All of the foreéoing material i8 {ncluded in the Appendices.

The Cult tries to impress on its members the necessity for
absorbing all of this information, and yet, a8 far as can be determined, never
fully explains how guch fantastic elements are applicable to the doctrines of
the Cult. One member, however, came forward with an explanation of ihe

following problem:

A lion, in a cage, walks back and forth sixty feet per
minute, seeking a way out of the cage. It took him nearly
four centuries to find the door. Now, with modern
equipment, he is walking three thousand feet per minute
and he has three thousand miles by two thousand miles

to go yet.

How long will it take him to cover this territory of said
three thousand by two thousand miles at the above walking
rate? Five thousand two hundred eighty feet equal one
mile. He also has geventeen million keys, which he turns
at the rate of sixteen and seventeen one hundredths per

minute.

How long will it take him to turn the whole seventeen million?
Sixty minutes equals one hour, twenty-four hours equals one
day, three hundred and sixty-five equals one year. The above
figures do not include rusty locks.

-85 -
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%’ According to this member, such problems are exampleg of ,li‘; o
symbolism. “The lion in the cage i{s the ‘original man, ' or Asiatic, held !‘
§ 1a bondage for four centuries within a trap tabricated by the 'Caucasian o
g &evil.* The geventeen million keys represent a like number of Asiatics held , '
;’: {nbondage in ‘the wildernese of North America.’ 'Modern equipment,’ v:'.;
| ey, e the ‘eaching of Islam, by which the ‘original oo progresses 41
t ; rapldly toward emancipation. ‘Rusty locks' are recalcitrant 'Asiatics' who e .
% pave not yet accepted Islam." 29 S

LR SR

F. Membership
Although state

indicate a much higher figure, ther

ments have been made by Cuilt members to
e ig reason to believe that at no time

has Cult membership ever exceeded 3, 000, and a very generous estimate

as to the current membership would be approxima.tely 2, 000.

G. Conventions

Each year, usually from February 26 through February 27, an

on is held in Chicago, Tilinois. Members from the various

MCI Conventi
e United States attend this convenﬁonv,'where they are

temples throughout th
apprised of the past progress made by the Cult and of plans for future -

and accomplishments.

expansion
- 86 -




e

L%

.y P
O it )

LTS SR

H. Rebellious Tendencies

S mnsel
B (LR A

The MCI was born of a chimerical resentment against the

gupremacy of the white race, and nourished on 2 persistent advocacy of

ellion against its civilization.

..,
e ] wE——eEbate T

Instances of violence against Police Authority
On several occasions, the primitive hatred, with which

members are 8o imbued, exploded into open violence. During
the 1030's, the Detroit Board of Education tried on various occasions
to prosecute Cult families for violations of the gtate education

laws. After geveral arrests, members of the MCI Temple banded
together and gtoned the prison. TO avoid a race riot, the judge
igsued orders for the prisoners' release.

\Another jncident occurred in September 1950, in San Diego, |

{nvolving two officers of the San Diego Police Department who

were attempting to serve 2 traffic warrant. Upon arriving at the
address, two individuals accosted the officers and advised them

the subject of the warrant was not at home. When the officers
exhibited the warrant and expressed their intention of searching the
house, they were ruthlessly attacked. This perpetrated a near riot

and pecessitated the calling out of additional cars and approudmately .
-81-
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twenty officers. Before the gubject was taken {nto custody and

an unknown {ndividual fired three ghots

order was restored,

into a police car. 1t was later determined that the gubject and

the two {ndividuals who ;ntercepted the officers were all members

of the San Diego Temple of the Muslim Cult of Islam.
in February 1051, another incident occurred which nvolved

gturbance between members of the Cult who were en route

a di
to the yearly convention in Chicago. Members of the Montgomery

County Police in Silver Spring, Maryland, were alerted. Four

policemen who met the
acks taken away from them by members

and had their guns and black]
of the Cult. This necessitated a call for police reinforcements, X

and nine members of the Cult were removed 0 the station and

charged with assault.

Opposition to Federal Authority
a. @laﬁms 6! the Selective Service Statutes
gated merely to local

Such open defiance {s not rele
authority. In view of the stand this organization has taken

{n connection with gervice in the a.rxn,éd forces, members

have consistently, gince the passage of the Selective

Training and gervice Act of 1940, adhered to the teachings

- 88 -
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of their leaders in refusing to register,because they

claim to be registered in the book of Allah in the Holy
City of Mecca and cannot serve two masters. In 1942,
three leaders of the MCI, including Elijah Mohammed,

and seventy members of the Chicago Temple were arrested

- by Agents of the Bureau. The charges leveled against

the leaders included failure to register for select;lvé
gervice, sedition,;and counseling their followers vthat
members of the Temple of Islam ghould not go into the
Army and should ignore any cards or letters from the
local draft board." The indictments returned for sedition
and conapiricy to commit sedition were dismissed in
May 1943; however, the three leaders served prison
terms for selective gervice violations. Of the seventy
members arre.sted,approximately forty served prison
terms for violation of the Selective Training and Service
Act of 1940.

During the course of the Second Worlc.l War and the

war in Korea,such {ncidents were repeated throughout

the country, and & number of convictions were gecured
-39 -
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‘for violations of the Selective Service acts; and now

with the threat of hostilities in the Far East, the Cult
has again taken an open stand against service in the armed
forces of the United States. They contimie to include in
their teachings such information &s:

The black people have always been helping

the devil by fighting in his wars, but the

Muslims do not go to war but rather to jail.

Those who register will be kicked out of

the nation of Islam and will die with the
white devils.

During April 1954, there was an indication that the
Cult sought to soften its policy toward gelective service
by stating that, if the Government would guarantee Muslims
that they would not have to fight their brother Muslims,
they would not oppose gelective service and would
voluntarily enter the armed forces under the draft. However,
gince the Government could not guarantee this and since
it was highly probable that Muslims would place themselves
in a position to be ordered to fight other Muslims, tﬁey

- 40 -
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could not, if they wished to remain Muslims, ‘enter

the armed forces.

3. Disloya