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ELVIN H.-PURVIS, I

M soft-spoken Southern
1 lawyer who tracked
. down such gangsters as John

Dillinger and Charles  Pretty
Boy! Floyd and-made 6- an
anew phrasetnthe ATa$1-gi-2&#39;51
, mguage, died Monday in his
�home at Florence, S. C. He

. was 56 years old.

. Mention of Purvis recalls a
colorful but unmourned era

in America. It was the era o!

swaggering hoodlums who in
Ithe 1930s cowed local law en-

lforcernent officials with ma-

: chine-gun bullets and bombs.
Gangland wars raged un-
-checked, particularly in the
�Chicago area, until a small

That story reached its cli-

I B Ra Mo an ,,,_&#39;___;In Roger Touhy Case. I
Purvis was painstaking in

his pursuit of the lawless. He
was credited with rounding up
most of the hoodlttms who fol-

lowed the late Roger  the Ter-
rible! Touhy and with sending
Touhy himself and his three
lieutenants to prison for the

lkidnaping of John  the Bar-
Mr! Facmr.

He engineered the raid on a
Chicago North Side barber-

shop which resulted in the
�capture of Vern Sankey, then
"public enemy No. 1," who|
later committed suicide rather

than face trial for the abduc-

tion of Charles Boettcher II,

Denver.

Three agents under Purvls
lies! weir lives bringing the-
gun-happy hoodlurns to juatice�
Samuel P. Cowley and Herman-
E Hollis, federal agents were

lled in a gun battle m

on-is-led mote against Le� r1

[band of federg| iggnts, with |� . &#39; .
�Purvis in e fore, se about 5 &#39; &#39; &#39;

tracking the gangsters down. ; &#39;_ M _ 2 � �I

max on the electric night of
July 22, 1934, -when Purvis
sprang the trap on John Dil-

ilinger outside the tiny Bio-
! gaph theater in East Chicago,
Ind. The roar of gunfire that
dropped Dillinger to the steam-
ing pavement-rocketed Purvis
and the more than 20 federal

W agents who were working un-
i der his direction into national
�prominence and made the fed-
eral police agency feared by

. underworld �gures every-
IIIIGII. . &#39; .

Three rnon�te later, almost
fto the hour, Purvis led the
�charge of officers that brought
floyd to a bloody death, gun
&#39; hand, beside a corncribion
� "_fann near East Liverpool.
&#39; . �The showdown came on the

n October 23,, �

RECQPI &#39;="JE&#39;P=&#39;

.  Baby Face Nelson! Gilhrnl
suburban Chicago on Novem-
b¢f 27- 1934. Gillis, or Nelson
as he was better known, also
,was killed. i :

Another agent, W. C. Baum,
was shot to death when Purvis

and other federal agents
sought unsuccessfully to take
Elb�lllbers of the Dillinger gangl
"into custody in a tavern known:
as Little Bohemia lodge near

Rhinehoder. Wis, on April as,
1934, ._ l  ., in _.a  _ �-

Witness Against Ilehettl."._�
E-"ur�v"ii  known in

Kansas City when he played
M1�!-fl the conviction of Adam
Richetti, gangster� here, in con-
nectlon with the�UnIon&#39; Station

H»-=-=1-.»"W~o&w11 . .
J!-heffederal nts -had

JAl92F24 l=-£2 Y.  ammon-
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Purvi&#39;s&#39;:inade during his up-I-�Wis cemimy was no P

is&#39;BlT§�ll&#39;t-I6 free another gang-
ster, Frank Nash.

Purvis had helped to cap-
ture Richetti near Wellsville,

0., October 21, 1934. Floyd

had escaped then, only to be
ltraeked dovm neat day by
|Purvis and other federal

fagents. a short distance away
Fat the farm home near East

§Liverp-ool.I - - A.
1 Miller. whom Purvis oe-
scribed later as suffering from
�a clear case of galloping in-
sanity." had been killed by his

;underworld companions. With
Miller and Floyd dead. -only
illichetti was left to stand trial.

I On June 13, 1935, Purvis
Fwalked into the courthouse!
here to testify against Richet-

1

pearance on the witness stand
was this laconic, almost classic

description of the ahooting of
Floyd: &#39; -

�I observed underneath the

corn crib, elevated about one

and one-half feet on stilts, the

�feet of a man leaving the car.
�I observed this man started

to run. I recognized him as

Charles Arthur  Pretty Boy!
Floyd. I and others commanded
him to halt. He continued to

run a rig-zag course. He was
shoL"

Rlcbettt to Gas Chamber._
Hichetti was convicted of

___.4:_:__a:__ 1- AL- 111.!�-
parucipauug I-I-I we uuiun

Station massacre and was exc-

cuted in the gas chamber at
the Missouri penitentiary in
Jefferson City October 7, 1938.
| On July 12, 1935, Purvis

, the chief -

I ent in fighting deportation

- r   -_ °  Egg�!

Pef erred Ohaeurl

u

licity seeker himself while
was an agent. I-Ieiwoul
preferred it if he "
remained completely out
the stories of the day but
activities made that diff

He was described by ne
as �a clam personmed� Q
his favorite reply to questions
was, �Sorry, ColoneL I ha
no comment to make.",_ ti-1"

It may have been";
Purvia had a deeper and &#39;

publicly that e ad pro
Mrs. Anna Sage,�the �wo
in red" who put the finger on
hillinu-v ll--e tun �I--&#39;l.. -.:-La
nramalllstal I-I-l�l IRIS Ill!� l.l]�l.I92|
some help from the govern-

tupsetting irritation, at leastihim. with  wh said�
In .

The government refused to do

lti. Always frugal with words,
or his relentless activities.

!Purvis got little chance to tes-mic�? "�r"i� hm �iii getting
ftify between long objections

defense attorneys.
the of Ri-

fmade by
He traced capture
chetti. -

-&#39; rv:1|rv.|5,1 ngest Speech!. K ._ __.i

his was denied. &#39;

However. a New York Times

story date-lined Chicago, re-
porting the resignation of Pur-
vis. said: .

92 "The head of the bureau
�here . . . denied rumors that

he had �differences� with his

|~=11i=f-  I- shisfas! ll�. nun� D ----- ta -I �I-

nounces as n in

|every city except Chicano

v

91

t e era agency, was un-L
Pippy with the individual pub-

7

ua use I� l- .F1£reI&#39;-hie,

lvqu� It was pointed ouimday, 1927,
lhowever, that the publicity.
phrase �J, Ed ar Hoove an-&#39;  j�;&#39;lTll0lJ: were

&#39; "- �n 1.�. 7 p">I

anything for her and ahe its

Whowasthishirviawhesigned from the Wheretvas some indication t J. S1�abbed the imagination of
o American public when it

as seeking for a challenger
to the gun-slinging hoodlums?
He was born an a tobacco farm
near Timmonsville, S. C., and
his father wanted him to be
tobacco farmer like himself.
:The son had his eyes on hig-
&#39;ger things. He was grgdugtgd
with a law degree from the
_University of South Carolina.
5 He spent 20 months prac-
ticing law as �a very junta-

� �rm.�-

|deported. -  -7

the
w

gpartner�

[for Washington,stbly to leek a

um 4
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a.f .-
� in good-humored&#39; Southern

tdrawl. - ~ t &#39;-
i After he quit the FBI ho
served as a consultant on mo-
Lion pictures, radio program:
and, later, television pro-
grams. He acquired a radio
station and a newspaper in
Florence.

Preferred quieter Bole.

But his fame rested on the
eight years he was a blood-
hound on the trail of the big-
gest crooks of the day. Ho
never relished that role. In a
book �he published in 1936,
"American Agent," he wrote:

�l am not a gunfighter. I
am not a wily aleuth. To tell
the truth I was thoroughlv
frightened every time it fell
to my lot to carry a gun on a
foray of any kind.

"There were men who
served with me who never
knew the emotion of fear.
They belonged to the glory
company of history, those joy-
ous daredevil: who from time
immemorial have been wait-
ing for a commander to order
a charge on the gateways 0!
hell. -;

�I admire them but my
nervous system it not built
that way. I never led a raid
without apprehension, and
only the knowledge that there
was a job to do kept me func-
tioning . . ." &#39; &#39;

He went after some of the
biggest criminals of them all
after World War II when he
was assigned to investigate
German and Japanese war
criminals, after serving in the
Army as a colonel. Recently,
he had done some investiga-
tive work for the Senate ju-
diciary committee. He shot
himself Monday, following":
period at depresion and til
hGlll1�l. " -. &#39; " �

-lnoneo£h1slaatpublieap-
pearaneea, a speech before

Crime Commie-
fh

laid: -&#39;5&#39;
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Melvm Purvms  above! and three of the
helped to send to death. John Dillinger, &#39;1

3 the bottom picture, was so tnsolelrtly
, thatheposedchumilywiththe

ert Estill  left!, while in jail at
ing trial for murder. He escaped

intimidating the guard _1_|§__lt
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-  youthful}. ..
�iefolthe gootliceotiiae
1�l!elvin

&#39;7 Q ��an! nf Inc�mnl tQ l___gy lglij
the mn�mg story oi how he got
John Dillinger. �

&#39; � �=-The Post. Jul 23.1934
Melvin H. Purvis, �ader of

the agents or the

Mth 0! 0. Iamily of eight and
was born and reared in the�
lmall town ot Timmon592&#39;ille,§
�S. C. His boyhood associates re-i
all him as s rather quiet youth,
Q! even temper. pleasant and
liable, ready to do his share in
my boyhood undertaking.
Ir�. t -.--The New York Times.
 1. P &#39; July  1934
�Melvin H. Purvis, youthful

§torne�y who -turned sleuth,
 another notch on his

n today--the death of Pretty
y Floyd. It was his men who

lentlessly trailed the South

- &#39; &#39; - ;o¢tz=.1sa4&#39;,

, Melvin H. Purvis, the head
of the Chicago Burea -
ti ation of the &#39;
~&#39;W%&#39;o_lH"�1e hu t 1nt end
the shooting 0! John Dillinger,i

Egg 9!Justice who brought to an en cad 31- &#39; �n om _oenn-immngen career, was -.z~n&#39;»�&#39;�°�m �S &#39;°"g&#39;� M Y�&#39;I�he New York �Times.
- July 12, 1935

A suggestion that dissension

ver and Melvin H. Purvio Jr-.
&#39;I!E"oI the Chicago force ot
G-men went uneoniinned today
at the  . e�
I �~ -- e Associated Press,
 _ July 13, 1935
� 1- e -e -
i Melvin H. Purvis now head:
the ,�!.-Eelvén Pu.r92.Ii_e J=;n.i-or G-
Man-Corps." an organization of
hiidren who eat Post Toasties.

--The World-Telegram,

1

---1 Q -win &#39; Ii" _ � -*~

Man W ho Got John�

between _]!jmc&oe-J-.-Bi-go-I-H00».

F�//**

,_._»

reenlet the capture and�
of John D�llnlef in I yo �
motion picture. - i _ y
- -The Daily News,

March 27, 193�!

Melvin H. Purvis settled some
speculation as to his Iuture
activities todayjry announcing
that he planned to write a se-
ries of magazine  on iii
eight years in -the wsr on

~ .- -The Asa-oclsted Prus.
- - -" .. &#39; .

&#39; Ex-G-Ill-It Melvin Purvll. who
is e.re<&#39;.ite&#39;l_ with "92....e ll_.�&#39;l&#39;!¬Q9Q
oi John Dillinger, was north-
bound to New York yesterday
with his bride. the tom-mar Hrs.
Roeanne Wilcox "I�sy1or, qt
Florence. S. C. They were mar-
ried in Charlotte. plgn a Euro-
pean honeymoon. &#39; 4..

-��l&#39;he Dally News,
"-.- Sept. 16, 1938

tern gunman to his -deat.h SIPL 12-  C°1- M°1"i" P92-""�3- 5°11"
tame 5h01downJohnDi_1- Melvin Purvis, tamous ex- agent who csptured..lin ¬ni¢ago_ 1  __ ce oi the G-Men. la expected to �nger. wal I�¢P0�¢$�l . _ _
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E  Die!/wPurvis /i W
 Quif £51 and Fame?

BY DON S [VAN &#39;Washington,D. C.,1Iere sifentlf
- Why did Hélvl wnuie today on Puma� reasons, hut�
quiet little who mt|
down the 1 giants of &#39;

the &#39;30:, leave the
Bureau.�  :1
the height o his career? I

Purvis, who killed himself"
yesterday, shot his way to�
fame as agent in charge of
the Ghicago office of t.i1�"�|�
from 1932 to 1935.

Funera lservices will he-
held tomorrow in Florence,l
8. C � � � | �

.G-man qui for two reasons-
 
1 1. Punu felt he should
have been raised to No. 2 or

3 man in the Washington

headquarters of the I? he~i
cause of his ous riding�

record. U  _ _ |
2. Wa sh in gton officials,|

jealous of Pui-vi.s&#39; fame, quar-1
reled over the tremendous

amount of publicity he had
garnered for himself. Purvis,

I T119 5 T901 7 !n¢h- 127.92a.n intensely proud man, quit
p0tlnd    in �nge1I&#39; ,_
&#39;5&#39;?� in the c.&#39;Pm"  Depressed, Ill
killing Of 101111 D1l1lIlgCf,  while mystery clouds Puppersonally shot down Charles pg "mom for having his

I
" &#39;i[Pretty Boy] Floyd andrk as crime fighter, thefl�;-nun; fuel-u Faun? Klnlnnnn . . _ . , . , _

�"�"I� lP&#39;"&#39;-I "�"* ��"&#39;""&#39;pc!,rcumstances of his suicide
&#39; Saihed Touhy Gang .

&#39;.&#39;His line by line perusal of,
e iedgers of Samuel lnsull.

led to the downfall of a 25&#39;
billion dollar utility empire:
he personally captured Vern;
SIILKQY, Illlkd fill� tW0 kid-lpurvifended his me with . �

pings, while Sankey sat in
barber chair, and it was

siho smashed the
�BIRD -quasi

V  __ an» lvaa-la; �lap -i i

r IDl&#39;Ippell from Sight
 H -- thoaeyearstheaoft;

-- aouthemer with the,�
&#39; JII-;waa&#39;themostfamed92
jj,_-- = -- lnAme1-ica. j 1
.- -- bnauiy t3,1935.&#39;Pur-

_  i_  He said it
  {pen-sonal-reasons�
"�92"e| A1e�l|

iare clear. ;
&#39;Purvis was in poor health-

and suffering from �g r e a t�
mental depression. i

Yesterday he killed himself
in his home in Florence, S. C..

pistol. - &#39;
His wife, Roseanne, heard.

_the shot and found hiin dead"
on the second �oor or their!
;l&#39;1oi-ence home. Punis left_
lhis wife and three Ions, the-
youngest 14.

At his death,.Purvi| owned;
a amal]�radlo station, -WOI.S,l
in Florence, but reportedlyi
Iai wealthy from
needs of a tohaeeo plantj�on"
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;§I""""I&#39;l|Il Failed---n
After three unsuccessful

attempts to trap Dillinger in
the following three months.
Purvis and his agents laid in
wait outside the Biograph
theater. 2433 N. Lincoln av.,

jon Jolly 22. They had been
tipped off by a mysterious

. " lady in red." For two hours
FBI agents and Gary police
waited and sweated in the
hot night. &#39;

At ifti-El p. m., Dillinger
and tw women friends

&#39;Hg_|_�l,l to then-ddenelk.
tdead. Purvis later revealed
�that the agents and police,
after the shooting, swore to
keep secret who fired the

Exactly three month: later,�
on Get. 22, Pu:&#39;v*.s and &

agents cornered Pretty Boy
Floyd, hank robber and kill-
er, in a farm near-East Liv-1
lerpool, O. - s
it Floyd tried to shoot hnf
way out. Purvis&#39; gunfire�

1 dropped the slick-haired dea-f
emerged blinking from the ;. pendo in g ¢qm�¢1¢_ _dark theater. Purvis. in the: 1 Dedluted Bo"
tlobby, lit _a cigar-the signal -J Puma was known by his
@--and whispered to an agent *£e1lo~.=.&#39; workers es e quiet.

lgentlemanly person when off
duty. and as a relentless,

i oped {M P pistol in isjtnervoundedicatedbosswhen
Ibo get.� Gun�? htatst fr m ion the job. But none of the&#39; t 9-d°s&#39;� P� 1° �D ylmen question by CrncAoo�a

�nearby. " -.

Eilhnger, sensing dan er.
I

s
I

inmzmcm professed :1 close
ppersonal relationship with
�1the tough little G-man. .;
l Purvis himselt uttered hiaI
epitaph In 185?. when, re-t
calling his experiences, he
told a newsman: -- - ,»

�I was often scared. but Ir

njvé Q away.� I 5-"l

first shot at Dillinger.
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Memorandum D-

TO

FROM

sun]:-:crr:

llolu i..__
Parson:

_ .
I

lhl no .i.__
___ Ilt�ur-re .i...._.

HcocnHr. A. H- Belmonqag, DATEJ2-29-I60 1&#39;"-�-��~
Tzanu __._
I.C. Sullivan _

,____ _; P� Tole. Room __._

Hr. J. P. Lee;}».»- <=�1�;.".,&#39;..__-�_ n_

roars}? 54 c.eo.s.".=s1.1.

Am-1RI,;Lo, TEXAS

The above-captioned individual contacted the 92
writer on 2-29-60 at 10:45 pm. and adv ed that heehadpreviously worked for former SA Heluin�ruie and wanted
to know where he could send flowers, s ce he had just
heard on the radio of the death of Pu_r-via. Croswell was I
advised that the newspaper otories concerning the death i
of Puruis bore the dateline of Florence, Sath Carolina. L
ACTION: &#39; I

For information. &#39;

T

. l&#39;92r - n .
Ir, 7 .
&#39;1&#39;,

. fr"

P_ A.7&#39;§/5"?"§-I4 £1
5&#39;� 5&#39;? I

1 - Mr. Belmont
1 - Hr. Lee 92i

I - . _
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Memorandum

TO : Mr. Mohr

FROM 3 C. D. Defoach
* 1

5UBJE&#39;T-�T I MELVINUPURVIS
SUICIDE 2-29-60

- ormer Ag n

<1 C  " %§:";;_f
...ooch

lhlone __._.___
_ Ik�uln t.__

RDSOII i,,__.

nus: February 29, 1960 ljj�-�~��
I.C. Sullivan _
Tell. Room ._....l
Iqrun ____
Goldy �if

J Yd -J/new

. Q
M1

he left the Bureau in 1 i�u who Ii .f p e ,_= . .... V l .1 .. .
currently the Chiet Coun� , Senate Post Office and Civil Service Committee,
called and in my absence talked to Wick. He talked of the suicide of Purvis.

__1_ said that Htrvis, em has been employ% by a Senate Judiciary
Subcommittee, has not looked well for the last several weeks, has not been eating
and last week came down with the �u. Co-workers actually forced him to take
plane home to Florence, South Carolina, last week. He was ashen in color. h

knows rm; Pu_rvis had a disintegrated disc in his beck and that has caused
him considerable pain and Purvis feare osteomyelitis  bone disease! hzibeen
spreading through his system. He tol&nOt too long ago that he would "never
take my own life - I&#39;ve got too much to live tor. " e

said that Mrs Purvis lives in Florence, Soutwas formerly Qlve in the radio station Purvis has there but is now%%!care of
the three Purvis boys, one in grade school, one in high school and the oldest in
college at the University of South Carolina.

gsaid he believed Purvis had been taking a considerable amount

1 - Mr. Jones

REW: ak C, 8! B S

otdrugsrecen y oeasethepaininhisback. _ 71� xi r
y . ._

5% 5&#39; ;-,7

ADDENDUM: Z-29-60L ECK:e1E .
Reference is niade to my previous memorandumi
today concerning the pcrsstb�ity 0!� writ"-=
Mrs. Purvis.

We conducted a recent special inquiry of
Purvis for the Senate Committee on the J udicisry

to the
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&#39; oenou-unl0u92r;>.1e�   _ =1--I _UNITED STATE5 GOVER-ZNNIENT    -
Memorandum j�_;-P� n"",,__,Z_~&#39;:"_
TO : Mr. Mohr DATE: March 7,1960 T:::_---

{ & __92 :i1;.s=::_:

SUBJECT: ARTICLE IN "THE CHICAGO AMIERICAN,"/- ""�
MARCH 1, 1960, ENTITLED "WHY DID
PURVIS QUIT FBI AND FAME?"

The above-captioned article speci�cally stated, "FBI diicials in
Chicago andwashington, D. C. , were silent today on Purvis&#39; reasons, but some
secretly said their top G-man quit tor two reasons: �! Purvis Ielt he should?
have been raised to No. 2 or 3 man in the Washington headquarters of the FBI
because of his outstanding record. �! Washington officials, jealous of Purvis&#39;
I ame, quarreled over the tremendous amount oi publicity he had garnered for
himself. Purvis, an intensely proud man, quit in anger."

With reference to the statement attributed to Chicago Agerts, "some
secretly said " Mr. Tolson instructed: "Ask SAC who is doing this talking. " with
respect to  Ii and �! above re�ecting the reasons for Purvis&#39; resignation,
Mr. Tolson noted, "I never heard this. �

&#39; I called SAC Lopez in Chicago today. I asked him if he had talked
to the writer of this article, Don Sullivan, and,if so, what did he tell Sullivan.
Lopez stated that Sullivan called him February 29, 1960, and asked: �! Did Lopez
know Puryis? Lopez replied that he did not know Purvis. �! What kind of person
was Purvis reputed to be while in the I-�Bl? Lopez told Sullivan he did not know
inasmuch as he was not personally familiar with Purvis. �! Why did Purvis
quit the FBI? Lopez told Sullivan he had no knowledge whatsoever why Purvis
quit the FBI. He stated Sullivan  not ask any further questions and did not
to anyone else in the Chicago O�ice. Lopez stated that this verydgfinitely is
_s_pecu1ation on the part of Su11ivan._ He indicatedztthe possibility or! Sullivan having
talkedto�lfh. *Iftorney"I�iéiie�1i,*but stated this was highly improbable inasmuch
as Tieken did not, according to Lopez� knowledge, know Purvis.

TION: - "

_ . - .. 92  n _ . .  L
For iniormation. Y }¢-val-a&#39;1l.l.0-I

. 4 j In Q� -1 - Mr.    - _ $3� it
1 - Mr. Jones -

l l? , .,:_<�33¬DD/Jemb ;]{  E». " &#39; �_J_ :4! �I J! I &#39; _ . . g-  -I -
1,. gal U 7 _ 4 =7  4,4 2} ,
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UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

BUREAU OF DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON Bu D. C.

hhrch 3 , 1960

I

FILE REFERENCE

1&#39;" RCC:M.AS:clcp y pf
Director nuns  I in� W�
Fe-Qral 31.1.1-1-.i92.n of Invest-i - *1�-D E .
Department of Justice 7 _y_yI E
Washington 25, D. C. but or sum-|  I0/ls/fr!

ATEN: Peronnel Section October 2|,� 1903

&�

In an application for benefits under the Civil Service Retirement
Act, it is alleged that the above-named individual performed service as
follows:

oziiiimzir�i icebfiv i�anu on anmcn. mo LOCATION I S

FBI FBI, Hashinsbcn, D. C;

i6§f&#39;r�1oi§H�£Lo* "J7 If visions or ssnvncsyys-4,;-»_q5;_l]Td ;.;n..fi.¢..;
if S S IIOI T0

2-h-21 8-5-as

I  W   ""41
For use in connection with this claim, you are requested to furnish

by indorsement on the reverse of this form a complete schedule of his or
her emnlmnnant in vgp; gffigg,1" &#39;�r-&#39;1&#39;-��&#39; -� I

If the employee was on leave of absence without pay in excess of

six months in the aggregate during any calendar year, please state par-
ticulars.

If the employee rendered service on a w. a.e. �basis, the number _g.f.
days actually employed should be shown. . -_  ..§_�_[9"  &#39; " -*1�? I I _

If the service claimed above cannot be verified it&#39;1�iiay be necessary

to request a pay roll search in the General Accounting Office. You are, -
therefore, requested to give the disbursing reference if it is available.
Reference should include the nmie and symbol number of the disbursing
officer who made the payment, and any other data which will aid the General
Account e to find the desired infonnetion.

Sincerely yours,

!/,� 111$//�*/"f -I = ¢.~..;,,ava¢~<.

I"!
INK
we-�
:- I &#39;-

an
>3 1&#39;3

--"TS
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CERTIFICATE OF EIIIPLOYIIG IGEICY _,

FULL �HE OF
FORMER EMPLOYEE

_ ..

DATE N IIRTII .

 Ill!!  lira!!

IEIHCE IIITIY
E77 _;7 | !

I I IATE or H1�  Per
"7"" °" 92 rosmou 1 Ilnil. pr dun,
�cT|°&#39; I par bur. 01¢.!

 man; - float I !  » ; "

EFFECTIVE  DE?llTIElT DI IGEICH IICLIIDIIG I-IIIEMI;
DATE � DIAICII OI DIIISIDI &#39;IlEIE EIPLDYED

_ .92 , , ,,__ __,, _ ____,_ _ _ _7 _ &#39;__ _ &#39;_&#39;__ _ -I_ __  _ W _  ___,___ __,,_ , _____ _ _
_r_ 7 _______ r_, _ ____ ___r __ EL _

I I

_  r_,,,, L

lffr �  L� 44 7  7| E %% i
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q tonal fame a the FBI agent re-
! sponsible tor helping to curb

&#39;cri:&#39;ne,diednt11a.m.oIl|eB-
&#39; in�icted pistol wound.

I

i� f Wound
� By J0! wmrm
1 Morning New! St!!! Writ:
l Melvin Purris. the man credited
with ending the criminal career:
of John Dillinger and Pretty Boy
Floyd. ended his own lite Mon-

1 day morning at his home on Chero-
kee Road. &#39;

Purvis, B, who gained internat-

His wife. Rosanne. laid uhe II
�working in the yard wbenphe
heard 1 lhot in the house. lln.

1 Purvis told Coroner William Ead-

}dyaminmmyammrw.n.Mun
she Iound her husband&#39;s body ly-
ing in the second �oor hallway.

Dr. Mead I-aid Mr. Purvls re-
. celtly III named by Senatd
� Lpnlol Johnlun an elllel eon-
� eel hr the Sena nbeomrnittu

I on judicial lnaelilery and �at
he had been in poor health it
Several ,_PII&#39;!.

Mr. Purvis n-turned to "Florence

tr _ Washington eight days ego.
1H wgs reported in a mentally
1 essed state about his health.
92 &#39; e was to nee me loudly
no 11¢," Dr. -lull lli|&#39;L ,__,

A elvin Purvis Dies V

�by Pisto
F

�MELVIN PURVIS

. . . former FII D�ent

llr. Purvh did not keep up
puintment. Coroner Eaddy mid
when he arrived nth the
home he mum� the body &#39; in

. lio¢lIBLVINo_ePa¢e_�~

|  I I &#39;-
1" &#39; , f� .

.�f � . &#39;-,1� � &#39; � �  C

FLCFITNCI .&#39;TCTi.&#39;IT".�92&#39;§ }92,-�Burs
Ft.-�&#39;51. ,3 Z�,

"��=�T53;/-L/69~ ~~~~ _.-_.

JAMES A. ROGERS

Editor

JMB/

SAVANNAH DIVISION
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O�i�? Me�zorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
/�92

!TO

42$
suspx:

&#39;92

92_

I
Q

Director, FBI

SAC, Savannah  T?-2055!

MELVIN HORACEégLRVIS
FORMER SPECIA AGENT

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER

Reference is made to Savannah teletype dated
2/29/60 advising that MELVIN
committed suicide that date,

Attached is an article which

Florence Morning News, March
as an article which appeared

Imrrn= 3/2  -
l� :&#39;. .&#39; _ ,7;

51&#39;"Mr.
Ir -
HI�. &#39;1�G��II-1-
Ih.lmIu___

V Hr. Tull! ._...-.-
Ir. 1&#39;:-can ......

Ir. W.C.SOI1i1ll

Td;InuL_"_
It. I�aam .._&#39;-
Ihl0mmb___

.__.___..__.......-...- -7

HORACE PURVIS w . -=--"&#39;

appeared in the q 3*-
l, 196O,.as well &#39;

t ein The S at , a
daily Columbia, S. C. newspaper, dated March 1, � �fr*
1960. Nothing further is known regarding the Ga! &#39;@.
suicide by the resident agents assigned to ~ %.

t I
Florence, S. C.

- Bureau  Encls. 2!
- Savannah
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lyby Judge Barnes in 1954, in conneotion eith foo 1 s qp ~--N &#39; &#39; we 1-

� racrs 3 , _; ,_

In�ndiviiuai he identified as one
-it
.., &#39; I H .

T" 1 Ir. Parsons , %oa1r:Iebruary 29, 1960

I-RUM = A. no=eSL§/ � W &#39;
C7 .

5l�B]E{.&#39;T.&#39; mx;33 mum

HABIAS CORPUS PIOCIIDIIG8 ; .i.

Tell .________
Tliill __._-
&#39;I-C-leilrven ,_
Tab. Heal ____
hit ._...._.__

1

Stanford Clinton, 8r., Chicago attorney representigz I
John "Jake the Barber" !nctor in his nillion-dollar suit against
the publisher oi Touhy&#39;s book, "The Itolen Years," interned Agents

ture he was goingor Chicago Division on 2/28/60, that in neariégu 1 1 i _t° V,
r at ve §�attenpt to secure a deposition tron Ielvi rv n e. ;»i

On
to

the rgivg a11eged vire tapping in onnection with Tosh; s appreggss
Clinton conented that none yearn age the III had ¢¢rasbn¢-=

to produce records before Judge John P. Barnee,_U. 8. District Oonrt,
&#39; ti as in his book that the FBIChicago, and since Touhy nade allege o

t tion that Factor had &#39;was allegedly aware through vire tsp in orna _ e,
not been kidnaped, he hoped that both lhirvin and the Directorrmge�d

�:1nudity their position in this natter and tarnish iniornationg§%?g§§i
_ . 1-J,  I A

e Files have been reviewed and it has been ascertained; ~ ig-
the Bread had no vire taps in the investigation oi the Iacto L�gaj;
kidnaping, nor could any record he located as to any reterenoe*Q3� ;
having been nade concerning alleged eire tape in the hearing ~W�»g1"

h &#39; hnhean&#39;"¢-0  &#39;

proceedings. The tile did reveal that the State s Attorney I _m__9
in Chicago had had vire tape on 1onh1&#39;e defense attorney and_;_;g,;
the home of a relative of a nenber oi Touhy&#39;e gang. i§?f$%;§;;f"

92  . e-..=;
A;._1.ncn1o1~:_1u &#39;r0usx3sigeon �  &#39; &#39; "" ¬i?1<~&#39;:�?:-

* We e &#39; �-"" l .?e~;1»,=&#39;_~ _._=;-<.

On page 192. Touhy vrites oencerning I&#39;nctor&#39;e teuiao�;
at trial regarding a teiephne call Factor received on 7/24/33&#39;%Iron
one of his kidnnpers, negotiatill Sb: the collection oi an
$50,000 ransom. The book includes the statelent that an
secretary nade notes at an entennten te1ephone.W; i-

¢?={,34s�?�
ills kidnapers, eho

additional $50,

15

;v iictor did receive I

nov when they eere

i

"1 £:*�»¢_s_�> Q�"?3>&#39;c1"e.m
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Memorandum to Ir. Parsons

Factor made arrangements for this individual to call his back at
11 o&#39;clock the following norning, at which tile a Special Agent
listened in on an extension tel ne and sade stenographlc notesof the conversation.  - The conversation
consisted oi Fnctor&#39;s i icalties in raising the $50,000 because
or stock market conditions. The caller interned Iactor that he
iould contact hi� in another cook.

I

I

l,,oBsEnvAT1ons T§§?$3b
~ J!

~

. ---_:-ca,.. P-&#39;

The Bureau&#39;s position in refusing to sake available our _§§§§T
records pertaining to the Factor kidnaping has teice been upheld. � "�*&#39;
On 6/2/49, former SAC George Ic�iain Ian adJudged in contenpt by &#39; ~
Judge John P. Barnes, Chicago, when he relied on Departnental order
3229 tor refusing to produce Bureau tiles. On 2/26/51, the U. 8.
Supreee Court renoved the coatenpt proceedings against Ic�eain. �
tlsst. Dir.John F. Ialone, then SAC at Chicago was adjudged in
before Judge Barnes on 9/18/52, tor rnllure to produce Bureau
This tinding or contenpt was reversed by tbs U. I. Circuit Court
Appeals on ll/19/52. O 9% __. »

.. M . nu-~&#39;=""�
- Tnere in no reason for our position to he changed at

tine. Iactor&#39;s suit is a civil latter and is or no concern to
FBI. It in no way attects the cause sf Justice. _. .-

�. ll. _i_

,-
* .," -&#39; �Y 6 &#39;

r, � __ _- _ - . � _ _ - .. _
. � -92 F� -&#39;:-.. +1-&#39;£_f ;"&#39;  ,1:

. - �_, &#39; , ~ -1.: &#39; _, 0.
gig}

11,, " "&#39; &#39; "

,~;,"%.m&#39; "*"&#39;--92_"_.-
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reputation the home oi Al Capone, then in a federal HITBI, are less repugnant. In moments ct  t �ho?

s i &#39;and other notorious gangsten. To this day 92
trlaesmen in central An-ica and central Asia make aome,
remark about gangsters when they meet a traveler tram�

and-hiagang killed tour pollcéznen, three� FBI aillitl.
sheri�, and nobody knows how many holdup victims.

y took nearly $500,000 In 13 bank robberies, one each
_Chicago, Indianapolis, East Chicago, Ind.; Kontpellr,

Ind; Daleville, Ind.; Greencastle, Ind.; South Bend, Ind..;

tween prison breaks and bank hoidups,

bilthe spirit, regarded as good company
and molis. When he smiled his cheeks were _ -» 3-

&#39;-a Zine 1- -, .

�A-�Wm�  U . I� F-
withasnbmaeh|negun,however,hewaslcaeold, ~-- 0 -"E
and trigger sensitive. - &#39; -in  $-

1: has been said in miugauoii eromiuees
tmneaianmmirwitnzneumn-inghdnapmotlsf�
orshareinthsdarkandcorruptingevilsc!
gangsteriam. As s bank robber, he conaiderbd himself
aristocrat of criminals; he was imbued withpride. - . - ~

But Purvis, in " American Agent,� an autobiograp &#39;
acoountofhisFBIea11er, declaredthatDlIll.ngeralad_ -_
associates �killed wantonly, viciously, and nnnecessarih

, -_ __.|_ r _ _ __ -

, _e_. .¢_., .- i
| &#39; 0~a>

,-n

__ _ vi _ i f 7* i V I
- -� -.4�

. Pour policemen, three I-�BI agents, a
undetermined number oi holdup

, Dillinger and his gang. �Ilse
- $500,000, broke out of

arsenals. - e " &#39;  .1-...d,.>

aeaboyialndianaandasahardenedandl
Iéyaaralaier.  ,1, __-&#39;. _, .1

Farrell, Pa. Bluffton, 0.: New Castle, 0.:

arsenals.
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girl. the following September be and no Singleton, Mm ml D -I release, illingerhadproqbqlh , ..Moo:-esvilie boy. robbed a 65 year old storekeeper fm�mrgm Morganc£fered.noresistance,but wgummhmu�dmmmwmumm
they hit him over the head with a lead pipe. Both were
recognized and Later identi�ed by Morgan. Slngletgi, plead-

I" .1

_ to serve 10 to Ii years
in the state reformatory at Pendleton. 1, &#39;

..l�rom theibegjnning of an term in thexefcrmntory,
Dillinger lore s grudge against society. He was a sullen,
troublesome prisoner. Alter two unsuccessful attempts to

h|-ea.korut,hewastrans£en~edtotheIndianaStatepeniten-
tiary at Michigan City, where he studied criminal proce-
dures under John Hamilton, Russell Clark, Charles Mnkley.
and Harry Pierpont, all experienced bank robbers and long

ml&#39;D¬1&#39;I- 92
&#39;i AfterDi1llngerhsdbeeninp�aonnineyears,allthose

"who had been responsible, directly or indirectly, for sending ,
him there, including liis lead pipe slugging victim, signed�
a petition lor his parole. Paul Mchiutt, Indiana&#39;s-new Dem-
ieratlcpter&#39;nor,gr-antedthepetitlon. Itwasacostlyerror,
in terms of human lite. hank deposits, and the public sup-

pu-t otlaw enforcement agencies, but lt_was pro�table tor,
joctorsandmidenakers. ~ --i

Dillinger was released on Hay 23. 1933. just 14 months�elore be was shot to death by FBI agents. In that 14"
-_ 7*� � ��5 &#39; �� "" "&#39;1

-Arizona. Police Weren�t Awed
Dillinger and three of his gangstefl, all wanton ii

. Hllers, were arrested and dlsarmeifwithout difficulty by i=i�"iH11i=1=¢¢ 011 New Year�: eve. Dilimzer

qmentcrs. Hekepthispromise.an<fonSepi.3lI,10a3,:

recedented epoch in both journalism and   .�

"Wm Chrk.Ihk1er.P1=11»nt.mdsiaothereenwicts -.4
 . 1&#39;i&#39;1.~e&#39;Ii-=II~!==_1e-vqwvns,  -" &#39;

with machine guns from the r-ms-,;�;_q-_ _
1 Meanwhile Dillinger, L &#39; -

,92in Indiana, had been
~to the county iajl at
.�a proud desperado.
lreturn the tavor he
Clark, Hakley, and
Sheriti Jesse Sarber
had come from

lating his paro

icredentiaia,� and
belore he could
i .»

o

umwmseoeam

»w-.
Dillinger went into winter head

On Nov. 15 he visited a dentist&#39;s of�ce and el ~- -�
set forl:imbyChicago police. 0nDec. I4,John
leader of the 10 convicts when Dillinger had
escape from the Michigan City prison, killed
;Wil1iam T. Shanley in an automobile repair
;Br-oadwsy. where he had taken his car to

&#39;. �human, Arln, policemen, who were not in the least awed gangsters held lip the Beverly Garden}, 3 night

~tl|ebandlts.-  &#39; |A

llerinledthe newdepreasioneraPresident. -
.&#39;  gjtgoeqvfelt. ls*a____sul3ject oi! trqnt page news. It was am

Western avenue. In a gun blt�g �1Q]&#39;Q gym pqljqmq
and two Iangaters were wounded. J &#39;- .~.i-.�:.5,,�.-i=1

01_1Jan.15.DiillngerandBamilton,&#39;bctl: &#39;
. mm. held In the first National  �

Chicago, Ind. Policeman William P. 0�lIai1ey entered-
&#39;._._&#39; _..-. one __..-- _- &#39;-__�  .4" ,,_~ _|.&#39; &#39;: I  &#39; &#39;
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in the robbery and Ih&#39;ed four time: at nmniger, who
11!!!! �wore a bullet proof veat. �You asked tor it,� D11-
Bnger said viciously, pointing his machine gun at 0�Mal1ey.
&#39;!_�he_ we was killed 1:�-.:*..ar.tly. _
- Dillinger was wanted in half a dozen state: and often

eeporledeeenlnhalfadozenplaceaattheaametime.
On Jan. 22 a �re in the Congreu hotel, Tucson. Ariz, where
Dillinger. Clark, Hakley, and Pierpont were enjoying a
%ite from Chiv:ag&#39;a�s Winter weather, reunited in their
eapture. Firemen became suspicious when they found ma.
5911! guns and other az�cles of gang warfare in the ban-811:� mm, and me: identi�ed the deaperadoea koml

- m ,

Jan, 25 Tucson poiice found  Turk in a hungalaw,
|I11ldi11�rented,andbeathim!ntndaubm1aaion.

1118 walarrestedwithhhn.

�ay. wuarreatedatatouriateampwithlia

- M - ;. ._ ._
_ I 1-._ � &#39; . :,.""¢&#39;5&#39;._.  _  ,.

.&#39;::-&#39;-53"? 4-_-,_.92-H, �-11;  . --v-- ---u-. ._-1 T;7_ -�.-__.
._ _� H .�_

mia half-breed Indian sweetheart

IL
% elation later he auddenly reached III: Ilia

nnap-|:1ieemen.lealawedthanthoae0i£hCh1éca:oan:ll_IIId1l:&
hey found two more sum. one in his ,__.;
me ill hi-I IOCL -� " 1

llakley iaa arrested next anddthen Dillinger,
rlthout d��culty. �They waited tor him It _a -- _f;
which be had rented three days £815", 3115 &#39;=lI"lllI���
aim into custody when he drove up with Evelyn _l&#39;ral:hl�I,_

ll�-&#39;lit8d~ Kahlil; aentenced
while wins in Mm .

-v<I&#39;�-�---.-_--. ,__ _, -,_ 1 -_. __..rv"-!_&#39;92I:  �_ _� _r _�&#39; " &#39; � -_5*- &#39;»&#39; . ".- _-_.";.;. &#39;-_11&#39;,5_ - &#39;- __&#39; &#39;92- ,-:aI.=,f_&#39;__�L. -- - r  . - . - ,.- -- , L"! P1,;
� . _ -  i&#39;."..�; :-�.~�..- :"~I:;»� .

- &#39; .   _ _; .. �,~- o. ,__   -1-. 92
_ _ 4,, �_ ; _..¢- � , 4.-g__�_ -._ _  .._�-_ 5.. -.

* &#39;-- e :3  --.-&#39; - - ~" �~ ~-&#39;-:~=&#39;.. c.»-�"»
.  7<#.e:.i;c_§..;ii,

8 �.�~� 1

Pie-rpont, cm-1:, and Hailey, charged ma the A V
e sums Sarber and the ms delivery 9: D�iipger u_ _
were turned over to Ohio authorities.  �
~ >7 >� �*" �*-,-3:

* e � &#39; � S � Nedeseary L- - - W,    �_ _.&#39;: - »..<,f� �_
F gear Chleagcfa Blograph theater um a? apeehealt

eeaa. It is a reamnable eonieeture, bw�ergli I Ill!
i92polilre1naIl!1&#39;o!||&#39;l�ncaol.Al�lI-,"lI|l|»|I"llU|l� _.

�thea1erandbroI8l1lD�lln¢¢!lItl1"°ll1|&#39;m"-°_��-Ifiv *� 7 1&#39; W 1 " ~� _ _. -

1-.71
_. 7.

~pr-isonment "&#39;  &#39;77:: .� .
D�1ingerwa5�ow&#39;n£r0mTl1ca0n.!oChica��ll92Il

!tai:entoCrownPuini,in�.,i.oaira1��i�iii�in&#39;iIIu
~ oi Policeman 0�Ha11ey in the East Chicago bank robbery
P-�Aiargeaumofmoneytakentmmthehankhadbaenh

&#39;h|hiapoaaeaaionwhenhewaaarreatedin�l�|lcl0l:&#39;;;-,&#39;-__when Dillinger arrived In Q-onr &#39;_ _. � - __L_.____92__u92_ &#39; &#39;
Illild�lll-0]I�!0flZIl17l0I0IlIP|1&#39;|""l§""&#39;2;_
�I.akeeountyproaeu1tnr,wtth�1e1rarmaar¢IuI-5

&#39; e1�,l1IIlllld,lI,1&#39;OQd_I&#39;G1I§Cll-lt_1I__..____, _ -
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_ or mum Bum gum, =1 I430 ¢oI|nt!,IIld.,1lved

_tlai.apictnreo£hhnpeaing~Ii:ha|&#39;maboutJ0|lIDil
h&#39;|�Fl&#39;I week: later Dillinger broko jail.  � .

� .-1". 5 1� &#39; ?&#39;  _
�hue the "

mtorabqut

.-l.I"¬"n 0 wk
ceful incident assumed more aigm�eanoe on
Dillinger. howmng ihe iua�ia at bay with a

which he had carved-with a razor blade and �

ahoe pol1sh,wa1kedouto£tbe0rownPoint

in Ha book, �American Agent,
that _.,cz-oesedapalg

Q v~Vl 1 . 1 -. .

Q�tan�o�ey Irhoiadluooeedod
ihuip-wukmeawpneu-ymgu

¢IOIlPolntja_t1breakp11t�uI&#39;BIol&#39;
�aa;�_r_§�thae.=_Aeoompanledb;

aN0I.&#39;�I,&#39;&l|Iinal1rho
umaqrm

amaduaa trontbo

law ornamoreooncernedthanthepros;
the propriety of such an exhibition. - _
an _ 92

mi:

I

Dillinger probably iraa rvythvvafhlc, 15° 55 A  b
aoeeuar�y Insane. Some unknown e�o��llll Ir
aback, or some eoagenltal abnormality, yroballll-Ilflll
Ma nental development and  Hm

air-1| L ~ "&#39; T -&#39; 4&#39; - _
, - &#39;_f_&#39;_ �.1. �* &#39;-_&#39;

Heotone, . ..

=1¢P¢i!

f

W111 county 111. At Peotoue. III!� _

�1�!_lfICi�Ili§miTl§GfT&#39;Ii"i1u�1»i;�§""?I-ti�I3Qll!-"F&#39;"
or murder and bunk robbery was of ilna11�WM8lUl92&#39;3;-
but by u-ansportipg a stolen automobile in interstate um-__
meroehehadeommittedaiedea-a1�end

Bu-1i92Sunda1a£ternoon. AP1&#39;11&#39;33-P"1"&#39;5=l°&#39;1""

telephoneca1I£romH.C.W.LaabenbehnerUn1tadHltI
mmmmcmugo. Amannameov .
oWk.,whomthenarahI1kneI.de|h&#39;e<l
u»u1m:bmm¢e=._Pmvh=_n11=4Y¢I r

f1v~.===¢==b=_".=11!1&#39;¢==¢=&#39;"&#39;*r£P!=¥r_.,r_
auyingatthai.-i1110B0hc:ILllreaort,0|ll§pltlB&#39;|¢ll_I,
lleroel-,Wia. Vole received information aboutthalln�lj
£nanoteincloeed1nap¢ckageo=l-I=i.glr¢lI,lII�4li_*l- ,
by nu brother-in-III. Emil Wmth. mv�wr &#39;1-�l

Ulodge,whowaaaprll0n¢r�""&#39;nhh�&#39;�"9d§7&#39;FE_o�on.nd two  _ ~ 92 H -�_~_r._=:�.§&#39;»;
"mum Bohem1arai_d1raldeatinedi0r&#39;-lil&#39;ll1¢

�mtltanetreeultwuthedeathofonefeduilagenten�
lone 1nnooeutnative,the wblmdilll 0! ""111 *5� .
m;;_¢;gtureo£three¢angstera�mol!s._  __
reason: tor the h�ure oi the raid. olwnichue mourn-1

portantwa|1acknItimetoorgan!mitP1&#39;0P¢1&#39;1!--&#39;"ll
reoeivedinformation mnthuanuwlhl���l�
ithereaort abol�y after d1nner.,_$mda1
�andhlamencha|1eredanah1�an8.lIIlIlill92¢l
;IerealowandtbeIIIl_l�¢lNlI&#39;P°¥"&#39;ll&#39;*
§|u1unm"u¢ue Bohemia.� I

� 1: mun 1». an. when nu

�Rhmehnd�andjomedothm
eommande�&#39;eara!orai0mIh

atoppetltbeI;cIhlI1&#39;
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For a few min
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[they hl1eg,to obey. One man was killed and the two o�|,g1;|,,;_4
1; AIIIIHAJ� nil� dnrlneallw �I �Danni. nnhrou-n--IA1InQ¢I -_-
IIUII wvuuucu, vuv I-calvl-nae�. ran Ill-lval l92-Q-|.lUIvl=92l[¬92-lg IIBB

-these men had eome to the Little Bohemia onlyy�to drink
beer.� -- ~ ,

deafening u ll FBI

re, who were ahoo�ngi

Wooden Gunor �Crossed Palm�?
1-Ualngawoodenpletol,earvedwlthirao:orbladean:l

blackened with shoe pollah, Dillinger walked out of the

- �-an - III-on-� Q

.- _&#39; 41, _:
¢.1,;s....» -. -. ._,.,»¢"

. _,_
--&#39;-�NH�1 Vie"?-"pi�aaeohytwodeteetiv

L ,&#39;PilbIi¢elamorbrl

deaderallve,grewhyaterk:1
lnlnhuntinlunerlcln history. �- � -__ -;-

Dmlngu-,meanwb�e,Iu|hld1ng

D-Ju-

Iayi�heaubmittedtolurzeryon
.-.__-_|_- u_=_.._-u rh- a._... -.-
|l1lIl1lII.D§ ll.l.I.IJBl-I» vllu ennui It:&#39;md"" :°|.t;&#39;:�e,I:,�f,;1,&#39;:,L�i:,tle&#39;;; I°u.°�,u�°""�  x  the nae oi no home tor A .
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inbbuathana-�z=1l~riuom1b¢nxun2o,aoo,uneaa
Wh�ahund1&#39;§dso£|hoppenwerepantngby,D�1i1_:ge:r

Iorcodemployesmdcultomentolleontbc
began pinguptha cash. When�onrd

eaxn tra£.§1cpo11ceman,1-anintotlze
therobbers hewallhotmdhll

Twobankof�cersandtwobystm
threebanditsthenencapedinncar
waited. - �

tbenextmorning,Dr.Lea1Ie&#39;A.LairdofNorth.
Ind., nea.rWarsaw, Wuilugged with &#39;1 gun and�
IIl!l0l.lll.ft¢IhBXIIf01�08d10t1&#39;0lt0I160Jlf.hl.

lorgunnhot wounds. Southliendpolicehadpur-@

&#39;lndIb0tup,thecarh:wl1ichll_10¢I1I3I1=1&#39;l¢ocaped.
".�.= platclonthecu-tnthoSouthBendholdapn1|o

hanmedonnmrdrivenbythmomlcmmgunha

L,�-.-lh¢er&#39;hldknownher. -~ 4:-¢.~=.---~.m~.¢  .. .
; Ituay be usumed�nt no
:wou1d"nt�onmoldcustomer
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&#39; temperature reached 1 muimum of 101 degrees.

nltheday. - A &#39;  &#39; -

;= --lle1vinPu1-via. strivinztomm�
mm, waited lnterminablyf�z named. In his apartmnt
�m�y Mrs. Sage called, about5p.m. She had ahppedout

her�lt the retaxtoinoedi-n3ll1PP13¢lf°Tl"PP&#39;1"92
|*92

at P _ &#39;" He�: bere;°lz&#39;s just come,� the told Pnrvit � We  8°31!
- *-#.._...I-- to *1; Muhro or  mogrnph-� A -

. Purvilqlnttwolgentltothelhrbro. Hem
igentwentt.o1.heBiognph. Theyagreedtocalltheot�oe
guy �ve minutes. .~ - 1 �
,&#39;92 About 8:30, D�lingerand the two women nrrivedaithe

;_ - Bhggph Dillinger wore dark gluten. I &#39;5&#39;"? #1101� 111%
guy trousers, and no coat.. pm-vi;:n|encouraged;�|  I .!&#39;eon D�lin r M114 "7  &#39;"&#39;*�*"" 5,;

. mow: I�&#39;m&#39;l�? I.m¢ the  5" -� lg 92
_ �e �i�yger bought i..- � e� __ -1. o
&#39; D bou t &#39; |_._ 92 . 7-

mpunun awed D1-Hghinge: 1:F .

tar, hoplnglo | _ | 921Pm,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
IhichagentJcou1d|-S

V pin.lonhLslrmandhead.But

. Ih.hDi11inger1ndLbeH:mi1tongirL Itwa|po|aible,|he}�_nMiu"&#39;uud
--&#39; I111-92hl**&#39;°7&#39;°"1dl°t°°�&#39;°&#39;th°°th°&#39;!h°n�td�"women.Buthewum
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&#39; &#39; < f L  .

1 . .. in in __innmb_u he ___._.__ �;_--.L_�|mme n£t�lhe3.1���lPh. 1:
1  V those needed by our country at that time.� " �myadu2&#39;w M. am bud�? wmhm:.P"m&#39;

.. -elk�!-5=£¢10ldP92�"1l&#39;-1*"lb°-11&#39;di°""°u"""b"°i &#39;.f1utmila"toalI1verlcreendenth. 11
&#39; thelhl at 4110 Madison st., on the west Ilde, and to  rad um» mm the Odin�. or

�ing;-gph theater, at 2433 Lincoln av, on the north side. mo" �bout omen �M um
htmto
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�Ppzrvisdelicatelyphnaedit.
Dillinger�: woman companion: vanished intbe crowd.

Inthen¢W8Plp¢rllln.SlgeIIlkn0wnll��u*mytteri092|l�
woma.n1nred,�tho:heworenot::peeko£red.Appuent1y
wmw-meh�:a&#39;a3&#39;hthe-&#39;ora:3&#39;e:HrtL1ok&#39;e1r"!unda�J�»e
l1ght:oithemarquee., -&#39;_ . battle of Harrington. £001� months later, in

!:.ee" !~Ie!.son_, Linger: molt dreaded :::oe!&#39;:te
:ucce::or-uPublleEnemyNo.1,k�1edtwo!&#39;BI_
Iruhimselimorbllywounded. .. T7_&#39;~.--
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SUB_[ECTI TOP GRATUITY T0
&#39; I

AND

E c TO orrss ESTA 01-" � _J _ . »
bl? Hl?%URVIS. fLi�_&#39;r,&#39;/f �:14. 5 �Tarn� 7L _ r �ii-F _

CONGRE§§] _ W *"&#39;

Ye erday the Senate agreed to the above resolution as amended which
provides that th Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed to pay to
Hugh Willcox and A.P. Skinner, executors of the estate oi� Melvin H. Purvis, an
employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a sum equal to 8 1/ 2 months�
compensation at the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death, said
sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and all other allowances.

The resolution as originally introduced on June 22, 1960, provided for
the payment oi such gratuity to Rosanne W�lcox Purvis, dow of Mel .

- we r, was p seed esterday,
the wi vin H

Purvis, ho ve as it a y Willcox
M &#39; .elvin H

It would

of Mrs. Rosaime Purvis.

Melvin H. Purvis committed suicide on February 29, 1960, and he was
formerly employed as a Special Agent of the Bureau from February 4, 1927, _to_
August 5, 1935. 95/in� _,

Enclosed is a copy oi Senate Resolution 341 as agreed %y the
with the amendment incorporated therein. No further action is necessary on�this
resolution. &#39;

�-  ._ er;-»1/7&#39;�
a 1 0,/M- "1
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_ Calendar No. 1 726

5_ R]-;5_ 341 3
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES &#39;

JUNE 22,1960

Mr. Ihrnizn, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, reported the
following resolution; which was ordered to be placed on the calendar

n

RESOLUTION
1 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate hereby is

2 authorized and directed to pay, from the contingent fund of

3 the Senate, to Rosanne Willcox Purvis, widow of Melvin H.

4 Purvis; an employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a.

5 sum equal to eight and one-half months� compensation at

6 the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death,

7" said sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and

3 all other allowances. .
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F 0 MELVIN I-.@UR92YIS Q
I

.. Deceased  ,
1 Former Special Agent

ENTERED ON DUTY: February 4, 1927,
in grade CAE� 8,
at $2700 per annum.

7 RESIGNED: August 5, 1935, at which
1 time he was in grade GS 13,
5 at $5800 per annum
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Calendar No. 1 726

S.RES.341 /1

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 22, 1960

Mr. HAYDEN, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, reported the
following resolution; which was ordered to be placed on the calendar
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RESOLUTION
1 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate hereby is

2 authorized and directed to pay, from the contingent fund of

3 the Senate, to el92&#39;in H.
4 Purvis, an emhwloyee of the Senate at the time of his death, a.

5 sum equal my eight and one-half months� compensation at

6 the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death,

7 &#39;said sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and

3 all other alloiwances. l

V . __ _-__ _

V�

4&#39;11!�  S/hinnéi�-I
Q� +8� ¢_92¥Q/72 �% �I -



�by _ _ _wt _hmnu _hhh%hhMm_ Ia IIIMW ___/IO
C_ 8Q jwwKw�JN
mug
HutS
_ W
R ~ f____ R 
�H H j
x W AW W
Viv
if
J
at____L___M* A___&#39; _ _ _ I _ I: J�__u , � ~ _ � _ � ____ _ __| �_ __. _ _ ;______ rd," _ __92 �C _ __t_�__�_Pi�_ _ _a~�% _�_______"__!*�M__u 1�_m___§w ix, i &#39;�_ ___ � _ _ _ :1 H __�__ &#39;_ &#39;_ �_l_ __ _ I �_ �__ � ,__: ___ __ R _ _ _ _ _ � _ _ __� "  _ _ _ _ _ __ _,�H _I  � ___ �P:___H�"�_ h_$_________ _ _| _ |_ _ .1  _ _ kn_____N H __�£~_�_�_!__¥§L&f  é__}_ _ ___ _§t__�l_£�_m_�__7&#39;_�  ___&#39;_ n%�________________ M asAm"
nu
R
R
AN
M"
mm
nu
IL
_____
U�
______
BmmNd
PC
6
Rm1
0
CYo AA
SD1 � J� � I� � I� _ _J "Mm|�_ I� ll�-�fl � 1 � I �Irhwwwdéma �J_HFmQ bMmmmgwN Z
  U £1�,_mmm@%mwm&H%&m �mm _ _mm� MAMW MW Mmm H� m  A? A _  Q _v _ 
E ; mLh WWW H A hm92kWm M Lfui xAr1qm1IlJ1l|11J_
mm mmmwm   
Wwmw�hmwmwmmmmmmmmmimmmmmm W�� BMW� 1 _ h
WWWMwhmwmmmmmmmmmwmmmwnm MW mm� VWEWMMMWMHMWWMW mm_Mmww�% 
M _H �mm ¢_ mm Mmgwm gm umm�rmmmmmjh mW%MwME___W  W!�mu �_______g%W_m_u%_by AOmW mMmMMJm%W"*mH1 J» 1 Mm M CHM   , %   % % 
__M_V___ _ H __ &#39; _ M qm /K  _ 92,_ _ % M H" �_ A M _  w ll$J_Cr mm _Jh%M kw A O u W E  vm� M w D __ aw";
Z? __ ~____ _£ _
W _ &#39; maU_ O
_ _ wlnl M"_ Y��&#39;__92_ ___q[__T____ � _ _"�1r?&#39;I,A � � �§_r_ P; ___J 41;� IL _�_ _   _ _ � _ _r  _q_"__pI� _ ._isy_ __I _____h __ 1___ _ I� �_:____ _.___*_u_1
__ __ _"__ J:
&#39;_� ____" 5&#39;-_&#39;__ _�� __�_._; _
_ V I I;
�_ ___&#39; tr�. 0_ __ �_
M�_�____ ___&#39;__
�:1 V_"_v_�_
___n_&#39;_Ah_H____ __
� ___ �______ NH" __� _t__"_"
_&#39;__I_|_&#39;___:�____n_____|___| 
E@ �_ T �_____� _§_ A O A I._&#39; H H___&#39;__� _
 �bum
�  �___
___.____"__�"___hV92_*
___U� __.____ L�
__ O Ii� _�__
In .__�__,__NH__�� 
-&#39;_�U�_______
_:_ L�?&#39; _�_____1
F _| _ _ it
J�: 1__M�£__
W H__JH___�_M__»_¢ M
_ __ TuxA P _�
� ___ �_mmn_i_
___92  �__g_&#39;_
�__ J� *1 _A__1
_ U V�! PI _�_ _ art"_:__
___&#39;
_
__�92____A &#39;__ __r V__."_i1. _ __ 1� _&#39;_&#39; 2 4 _&#39; _ H. _ _q_ ___>_ � � _ �_ F3 . _%�~�4__V _"_ _Lm � MY;   _ M H_ Ag :h£1£BivJ_m A _ _nww 4u _



1:

t t1

t."

Q
I

I
�. J
R~-

it

ft
.,-
1-.
1
+

u
Z?
»

|
S
F�

g... _ .

.1.

.. ..4» t
-.1 1!.IL . - .
�.=92"?.l-* "&#39;-

7!:-"r
lei� �H "&#39;.

..-
-|

L-

5.;

113""1% &#39;
�. ...&#39;1 -
|_ ,�,.
.5 __
Y�-
sr. =-
tl� 1_ ;

&#39;9292""&#39;- "t I

. g _

.1�? .

2�.

{.-
F 92
fr 4

&#39;1

M  *2 Y  ~ in
1&#39;3?  an-Puo. to    

- . 5-JINITED STATES covetmmezyr P="-�~-
Billnnnl _.__
Cc

Memorandum

To � Mr. DeL0ach  �"1"-3� 12-16-50 §l&#39;$._._.ee
I-C-Sullivan .
Till. Room _

l!._____FROM : M. g 1 ._k
SUB]!-ZCTI N ARTICLE IN THE JANUARY, 1961,

PA &#39; &#39; I

ggn wno CLEAN_ED up THE &#39;ao&#39;s&#39; J I� o%�&#39;? r*"&#39;"&#39;.t�! -
:. I__ ___ _;l;-_;:;__:_::,_ V _ r &#39;_

, _  n _-...e..__._...

Eta captioned magazine contains a &#39;7-page article re gel __ g __ rvis
and his exploits while a Special Agent in the Bureau. The only reference to the
author, Al Silverman, on the basis of information known about him, is one mention
that he edited a manuscript for "Saga" magazine in 1956 which was published under
the title "The Case History of a Turncoat." This article was actually written by
Irving Wallace and dealt with the story of an American soldier who was converted
to communism when captured during the Korean War. Silverman&#39;s name was
carried as co-author only because he edited the original writing of Wallace.
�00-404372-182!

The article in "Pageant" is similar to many previous stories written
about Purvis and gives much more credit to his participation in the Dillinger and
"Pretty Boy" Floyd cases than actual facts warrant. The author is very sympathet
to Purvis throughout the article and leaves the definite impression that it was throu
the organization, ability and brainwork of Purvis that the gangster era in the early
&#39;30&#39;s was brought to a close. It was stated that no satisfactory reason was given
for Purvis&#39; resignation from the FBI although there were rumors that he had an
argument with the Director and that he was upset because steps were not taken to
prevent the deportation of Anna Sage who had originally reported that Dillinger was
going to attend a theater on the night he was killed. The article quotes Purvis aftei
his resignation was announced as saying, "Frankly, I&#39;m glad to get out of here."
And Silverman states that Purvis was madabout something.� 76 K _ � Y".   _ 5 /7 em;. . 1

The last portion of the article deals with Put*fie&#39;_ecttv_1ttene§ § p
left the Bureau up until his death on 2-29-so. Silverman_attempts tset-eitie thel.
impression that Purvis an-1 not ldllhimself and that his death ye result 61 itttf
accident. &#39;  at &#39; A

There would appear to be no purpose in writing 831 man to poin �;
out the inaccuracies in his -article as he has obviously oldained rmation fr�l
previous stories written on Purvis and any letter would onl rye _tB~%,igll: ill
latest story. &#39; .--»--"i

RECQ . L A&#39;I&#39;IOl~§: /D

tr he ,  .t- ~  - y  is .,_-_-e.-.--.ee  1

_  For information.  1
ma�. "e":&#39;.»-ii, _-H Iii,  I _,-V.
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Memorandum

To I Mr . DeLoach

FROM 1 M. �j�pe-SY

SUBJECT! AN ARTICLE IN

�lob-__._.
. �bin?

i Parsons ....i-
Btimonl __
Cutiuhun _.
DlLouch ___
Union:

can-1: 1/4/61 Tam -=&#39;
Talc. com __
harem--_-W

.1. J-and-V
JANUARY, 1961, ngggy" uacAz&#39;��&#39;; l&#39; T

I I
ENTI ED "T A_1§LBfH_..0

_  ...--.B¥A vE&#39;_§&#39;:II__&#39;.1.",.... _&#39;j_j&#39;_..;  . _ , __   &#39;.-A&#39;1.~_&#39;;1,/,// /�_.<,;,/,_ I

The grgnggylormgg Ne_w_s_" of Florence South Carolyn, in
its issue dated 12/ 60, carried an account of thi§�5�rH5lle�."&#39;E&#39;ho�ng that the
article was written by Al Silverman, the Director has asked "Do we know anything
am-at Silvsrman? H."

There is attached a memo from Mr. Jones to Mr. Dehoach dated

12/16/60 which reviews the article as it appeared in "Pageant." The only
reference to the author, A1 Silverman, on the basis of information known about
him, is one mention that he edited a manuscript for "Saga" Magazine in 1956
which was published under the title, "The Case History of a Turncoat." That
article was actually written by Irving Wallace and dealt with an American soldier
who was converted to communism when captured. d.1.n&#39;ing the Korean War. Sllverman&#39;s
name was carried as co-author since he edited Wallace&#39;s original writing.

A search oi� Bureau indices on 1/ 3/61 failed to show any additional
information identi�able with Silverman since his background is unknown. -The
New York Office has been requested to determine Si1verman&#39;s identity through
established contacts inasmuch as the editorial offices of Hillman Publications,
the publishers of "Pageant," are located there. &#39; _ .

We have had favorable relations with "Pageant" Magazine, and
they have printed a number oi favorable articles regarding the Bureau. The Director
saw Alexander Hillman of Hillman Periodicals on 5/6/60, and we cooperated with
him concerning an article and special picture story on FE tours. 5.5�

t We will follow closely and advise. ,,,. 1--L.

P.ECOM.92.{E NDATIQN:
&#39; &#39; I

~-&#39;2

�:�7- 7&#39; 2* ~~r-.> f
"In&#39;uilm.l I ---92-1--&#39;~ _ --

. 5;: 5 k/szJ:m10&#39;1961&#39;-V5
.4

�- < 92 I ~ " , ,

&#39; �1"&#39;1§1""&#39;"W "&#39;

� 9rector�s information. _ _
Enclosure �§;"92/92�7l 1&#39; . � Q�  -

. 1,5 &#39;.&#39; - .. VJ %92,; ..= .a.
. �V ..v92

FM&#39;§.a>u/p.aw_,."i.~[-A .92"._;.I"� _&#39; . -A-0&#39;-=
.92¢&#39;¢;w"�f92-&#39;2-,  7

_,..

1
� &#39; &#39; - " ~-<. --"- ~. . &#39;P   _ ft - - . 1 ,._, _,



A

.- 3-�
9 .
.
7 111

_ .
. 92-,4

II.1 ,,~
1&#39; | I
&#39;4"

4

92

92

1, I
.4
1&#39;

F

S
&#39; 0

H�. I.
.,�

.5:-or
� I

.-

4;-.&#39;.I .

Hi�

�I

i

»_,
"I

1-�
17&#39;
>

1-.;&#39; .-,> .

i-1

.,.,
4�
52?

&#39; r D

_ _-u
. qp . 1

/�

Il-I--__.¢
.| "&#39;

HQ l H S J anuI .

Federal Bureau of Investigation _92� Attn: Personnel Section /]�Ib¢"". Washington, 12.0. 1/
r 1 I &#39;

_ O

Dcar Sir. ¢~
. �_ -., .._ v .-

I am 1mderta.k5.r.g92the task oi� writing a book
:_ famous and near famous people who are or were en

. 1; by our Federal government. The book will be -comp

.92I

0

M _ _ __ 92--Q-_.._..&#39;. &#39; &#39;v &#39;

�g. t *s=~""t o -/~ V
U;-F1 3-� -_-_ ,_ In t 0 �G� �-5- -   L q

V :
1 O

Q

M;-, &#39;1-maou_":..-�
Mr. Mohr._.._.._-f

Mr.
Mr.Paraons_..._

Belmnnt.._...
Mr. C.1ll:92?~.an.__..4
SH-. dJiI61I �

lalone ..__.

Mr. 5-1� Iu§re.._....

Mr. Ronen._.�_
Mr. Trntt.cr..___

Mr. Evans_..__
Mr. W.C.Sulliva!l

Tale. RooIn_-_-

Mr. Ingrarn.__..

B6�tGandy_.__
?&#39;>&#39;:-/?i&#39;_"_&#39;*&#39;

-&#39;J""2T"E"&#39;_
_ short blography of such people as the President,Director
_ of Internal Revenue Service, and your own I-Ir. Hoover. &#39;

&#39; I wish to include :-:1-. 1-zehrmaw-v15. and :11-. Dave
, at Dallas, Tezcas. I-Ir. 0&#39;Er;ran, I understand,was at one

1

92
92.-
Q. achieve:.ents,etc, r-egardins" these indivi &#39;=u

_ } _  O&#39;Bry~&#39;an, who use to be and may $1.111 be District Agent

It mrould be kindly appreciated if any ini�onr.a.ti,on
regarding biz*t.�o dates, fen-&#39;_".._~;r background. and outsta.h§i:»£�L U c. als that you �Ef &#39;
oulc�-. offer would grea�ly �co appreciated�. -_ &#39; , � = &#39;

I" 1� "&#39; &#39; &#39;~.E-.549 ~ /�- ;» �§"7_</ f"-1Your Service �is doing E/fine job,->-i/antiyé/lcraow,-==swe""&#39;t1&#39;i"�

I time an All-Ame:-ican football player at Te:-cas Christian
&#39; University�. 5

1

the American people appreciate it. Keep up the ;:__&#39;oo&#39;ci1-:o_rT1;:;"�._I:
&#39;Ihan.k_-i.ng you in a.dvance,3&#39;rama.�1.n; M U �.�-�

- - Sincerely  ,

&#39;//§¬Z�"""� -  <//< -�
_ 55 A._j|?&#39;i.¢fin
� u92 " ~ $U.S. Weather Bureau

�...

q
0
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_ February 7, 1961

s AIRMAIL

92 .
i |� Mr. Ross A./<31&#39;i£iin =

_g[o__§J._._AS._ Weather Bureau &#39; W1 &#39; E
. Fairbanks A1asira�"&#39;�"""&#39; ,.¥ . , ",-  &#39; �J """"�&#39;_""   fg TV" :U n M �ie�y�

Dear Mr. Griffin:

Your letter of January 17 was received as

Mr. Hoover was leaving the city and he asked me to

acknowledge it for him. He wanted me to tell you that as, .
I

92

r

n-.

_.

Q .
|_. �

-~_

Tnlson i.......__
Bohr ...i..._.._..-
Parson! _i_
Belmont i.___

; 1 Csllcmon _.___
-* Conrad ___.._.._
� J¢Looch ...___...._,1,t-�Q.

_ � llulona _&#39;
I. ,  � IcGu||- __.i ._92§92

&#39; _&#39;.&#39; Ho&#39;_yafi..._.,._"J- &#39; 92&#39;
A T Ir � &#39;&#39; " ro Ir
&#39;, - Evans  -I;_

._  92&#39; &#39;- C. Slllhvcr. .___,

a matter of policy it is not possible to furnish the lniorxnation :_

th:-.t you requested. You may wish to correspond directly _I1 i-u-Q-v

with me persons named in your letter or, ll deceased, _

�lth their immediate families.

_ Sincerely yours,

" FEB-71961   ~-
if - ¢°"�""��"� � Helen W. Gandy 5!�

Secretary 92:92-.~�

_|.�
l"�l
Q

<-5;

�92
&#39;-|

NOTE: Bullies contain no record ldenuiiable with R055 Pl. Griffin. It
is a are-nt from his letter that he is a neophyte92wrIter and heis goingPP
about the research for his proposed book in ajirery amateurlshiashion.

is former who EOD 12-9-40 and
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Mr. Ross A. Griffin 2-7-61

55 NOTE CONTINUED:
Melvin H urvis - an resigned 8-5-35.

He committed suicide on 2-29-60. He has received extensive
publicity over the years and constantly capitalized on his experience &#39;
with the Bureau.

In view of the records of the two individuals about
-"&#39;�-"�"�~~ ~ whom the correspondent inquired, it is believed that this in-absence

letter is appropriate to discourage any additional correspondence.
. cu� -

92.

�H.
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&#39; the attention to iocus on former Special Agent Melvin Purvis.

if during the early 30&#39;s were carried out by Melvin Purvis and his men. 7
1 le carries various hot r hs oi iniamous criminals and

- nailing John Dillinger. " "
&#39; J.

pz�   � _ I .| "v-,_ I �  3
- -- "°§�!&#39;i;1;,;[:   �t &#39; � t ~.    �  . �#5

UNITED stars: oovr ..;.__y � "¢;~;I_ _- .
� &#39;7 &#39; . . _ c iiiMemorandum 7 ~_

we = Mr. Del.-oach oars: March a, 1961 M; -
Tuna:

9292 .-,_92 sun]:-:c&#39;r: STORY  <&&#39;/ - &#39; xld-£1�
- m_!:1.3!IA�nHoovsB¢s:coP_&#39;.1mIm1cH.eisLs"&#39; .. ._
. lvuincn issue 01-" &#39;_&#39;sfrAo" MAGAZINE 7 é!. &#39;� &#39; U d7_"_ &#39;_;92-L; _" "&#39;_ .| -i � C� / 0I

1 .
H; Attached is a copy oi the March issue oi_ Stag"

*1 magazine which is a monthly publication; a majority oi t1it?st&#39;O1&#39;1.es _
carried in this magazine revolve around sex and are accompanied

&#39; &#39; by pictures devised to arouse prurient interest. The March issue

� of this magazine carries a story entitled "J. Edgar Hoover&#39;s Top
A 92 �Untouchable,� ritten by Curti;>@odann and features former Special -
 Agent Me1v&#39; &#39; - l&#39;  y &#39;�&#39; &#39; ___ 1:. ,_  __¢?;-5-

3 -�#"i I 67_ , , ~ - .
t OBSERVATION - -- / &#39;1� -~� ""&#39; ~57"-  _ _ Searched
i " The title of this storyjis/cari-ieJ_9_n _tl_i_e1&#39;c§.§5lv_eif_�ioi the 2""

magazine in bold yellow type in order to attract attention to the &#39; "

feature. The story is written in a glamorous iorm, bringing all

~._

of the facts pertaining to certain cases are a little distorted and w
lead the reader to believe that most of the accomplishments oi the

The art&#39;c � p og ap

g also two of Mr. Hoover shaking hands with Melvin Purvis, one oi which
is captioned, "Purvis gets congratulations from boss léioover after

g . The Bureau extended no cooperation in connection with
lthis article and due to our relati as with former Special Agent Melvin

1. Purvis, it is felt that no conta !§ith the publisher should be made.
I _i1~t_FoRMA;1j1oN IN BUFlLES:& RE? 73 4"?  _

Buiiles re�ect no �identi�able information mrcsmie: pp .
~1i§éann,u:n ofthisrtil. - ,. 1"!�$0 a or a_ce V % Z� �r�!

Q as_c;o192o5E1gIggxr1oi~1= _ - _ _ .
&#39; Q� - None. For iniormation. . 3 I
92$ I�: L� I . 1 mi!  i &#39; _I. 92 Q �
. g   fr.� N-§-5 vim gay? 5,,-._?%92_¢_§;*"itsp�=@a  B5  -/ &#39;-  * �=
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I knew Mr. Melvin Purvis on a casual basis

during the time he was alive and also his son. _I
went to school in Florence, South Carolina for one
year and it was during this time that I became ac-
quainted with Mr. Purvis and his son.

November 10, 1965

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover, � -
J .

Since the death of Mr. Purvis and after

trying to get some information together as to the
cause of this death, I understand that this was orig-
inally ruled as a possible heart attack, but through
some various sources I understand that there was some

question in the doctors minds as to the cause of death.
After doing some intensive reading on Mr. Purvis�
background and noting in one article that I read that
someone closely connected with John Dillinger who had
been sent up through a conviction of Mr. Purvis� had 5 3
made the statement that he would take care of Mr. �1

Purvis immediately upon his release from prison. s;

I am not sure how correct my dates are, but___
from what I can find out it seems as if this gentleman "92-,===;
was released from prison one or two days prior to DI] moi
Purvis mysterious death. n,�___ 92 ll; &#39;

92  &#39;__
I have discussed this matter and &#39; _mation that I have compiled with Mr. Brmno �

with the Central Intelligence Agency, during my
trip to Washington and we feel that this certainly. 4&7 ;
would be worth looking into. Mr. May is my wife&#39;s, Q?
Father&#39;s, Brother and this is the reason that I brought -
;
this information to his attention and asked his opinion ,
on it. _-
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November 10, 1965

I
If you could offer me any assistance in

this matter, I would certainly appreciate it.

Sincerely,

>0! -&#39;/C!/4&#39;" �&#39;-/245&#39;-I="_,.., �-4- _
Dwight M. Stanley, Jr.

I
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Mr. Dwight M. Stanley, Jr. �I1
Stanley Personnel Service ,___.
Suite 101, Manpower Building &#39;
413 �We.-it Main Avenue &#39;

Gastonia, North Carolina

Dear Mr. Stanley:

Sincerely yours,

Heleu W. Gandy

,.,,//
WBI-I:mi&#39;s:jah �-.-&#39; � . /7" W

� � / �! -Q WM
�I _ 92Tf92"T&#39;F�- nn�lna nnniuin I&#39;ll&#39;92 IIQCGIRII   innninnn �D-Qnuvin92_KJ&#39; l�92I 1 LJ. LJBLLLCCI 92.v92JllI-G--lll ll92J LG l.92J ILL �I. 92.1L|,,l],CL . {�ll Y�,§

.,,,,,,,,i_ EOD 2-6-27, resigned 8-5-35�, and committed suicide 2-29-60. He
::§§°"&#39;�--� received substantial publicity over the years and constantly capitalized
°-L=>=-=*~�--- on FBI experience. An -in-absence reply should discourage additional
t;..nn....i_ correspondence. Judging from inquiry, the inqnirer is ii:-.a=.=.&#39;are P-.ir*.&#39;i.. -
§:T.&#39;; committed suicide. Inquirer doesn&#39;t specify why he seeks information
��_j1&#39;_n�-.-r-.-,1; concerning éaiise. of �e"atii.ot,Purvi.a,_- stating heoiias read that some convict
§*;�j§j""��� closely connected with Dillinger threatened to take care of Purvis upon
T====-=___ release from prison and allegedly was released one or two days prior to £6
Tale. Room i__ , - &#39; &#39; -

Helmesi._ P9211�VlS&#39;S[�3tha LgGun &#39; � A 1 lip L..lO092l -rent um-rl&#39;:|Y�   J� .

E
2&#39;
c-.

5&#39;

c:
1:

November 17, 1965

1:
$

K
1&#39;1

T
--2

-1

U
92

ii�-,
Your %ter of November 10, 1965, concerning the 1

late Mr Melvin H - nrvis was received as Mr. Hoover was

leaving   andlhe asked me to acknowledge it for him.

Mr. Hoover asked me to inform you that as a matter
4-- oi� policy it is not possible to be ot assistance to yon in this manor.

*1. 9? U - _ _ _ _ _ _ �I � 1---e &#39;.- ..-_k_.�_, _ I &#39; _ 1» _  _ &#39; .
--�M _ _ J}-1 - gin � &#39; . I
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Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs:

Would you please send me, or tell me where I

may obtain a biography or an autobiography of _h£zLr1;
government agent of the 1930&#39;s.

Sincerely yours,

92"
 Miss! Patric &#39; ap
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1337 Cast 4th South
v.1: Lake �Iity, Uteh 34102
Kay 13, l9Tl

Director

?e¢ere1 Bureau of Investigation
T. 3. 3Gl?TZK:Et J5 In LiC¬ =
T";hin;ton, 3. 3. 20&#39; &#39;

, Dear Sir:

7 It is mg desire 0 ocate Jormer Federal Bureau of
- Investijetion agent Kelvin P �s. Ir. Purvis was with the

Bureau during the early 193

� would be helpful; possibly, also, the maiden name of his wi
and her birthplace.

Any assistance you can give me viii appreciated

Yours t:-=1l;,&#39;, _/W
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� If his now-residency is unknown, his place of birth
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l�ee Petricie Dunlap
Poet Olflce Box 538 1

Wnldport, Oregon 97894

Den-Mlle Dunlap:

Your letter or! October llet bee been received

during Mr. Hoover�: ebeence; however, you may be lure it
willbebrougbtto hie ettentionuponhie return.

Wbllelknow llr. Hooverwouldliketobeot
eeeietence, it in not poeelble tor in to furnish eny interme-
tlonregu-ding llr.  mmmn¢m
employed by this Bureau en e Special Agent from February O,
1037, until August 5, 1085. . &#39;

Blncerely yours,

Helen W. Gendy
Secretary -

NOTE :-.Bufi1es contain no record of correspondent. Purvis EOD
2/6/27, resigned 8/5/35, and committed suicide 2/29/60. He
received substantial publicity over the years and constantly
capitalized on FBI experience. In view of this, an in-absence is
deemed ;lppl&#39;0pl&#39;iHt8.
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  Miss Joyce Purvis
, 8039 Chariot Drive
�- Dallas, Texas 75227

Dear Miss Purvia: &#39;

Itis apleasuretobeoiassistznceinreplyto

your inquiry of July 21st regarding  ,
Jr. Mr. Purvis was born on October 24, 19 , m s-
viiie, South Carolina, to Hr. Melvin Horace Purvis and
Mr. Janie Mims Purvis. He entered on duty with this Bureau
at February 4, 1927, and resigned on August 5, 1935.

Iregretthatwedouot have aphotograph
Mr. Purvis we can send you. I hope this datawiil

�ncerely yours,

M mm 5 &#39;;l ;_ 1" Patrick Grey III
JUL 2 8.19723" ;&#39; L. Patrick Gray, HI �

-1 -3 ; Acting Director .,
.|=s1 C

m v ;:
5"" §

NOTE: teorrespondent is not identi�able in Bufiles. Mr. Purvis
committed sdicide dn 2-29-60. Mr. Dalbey has indicated that there
is no objection to furnishing correspondent the data requested.lul:____
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19% "*September 19. ._
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Information

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. lmm��wm
�Mn. Neennn_._

In looking through the April 1956 issue of The Farm ��

Hr. Kinley ii
lk. Anuh-on; .._n

Gentlemen:

er&#39;s &#39;� t

wife Magazine, I noticed a P t Cereal advertisement asking 5 Q�

children to join the I-&#39;£elvi!@rvis Junior G-Men Club. Every- {-
one joining the club  by sending in two box-tops! received �:,[ 1��
a Junior G-Man Club badge.

As a nostalgia buff, I would like very much to obtain_

the rights to reproduce a small quantity of these badges for

sale to-collectors. However. I have noiggea ?§¥;;o jijtjjzt!
Hr. rurvis or his heirs. A 92 __

, . I

I thought that since he is a former F.B.I; agent, your y
¢- -�NA _

agency might be able to forward the enclosed letter� réIhting

to this matter! to Mr. Purvis or his family. I have left -

the letter unsealed, should you wish to examine it.

~ -W*n§r�*
Msmv thank: fnr an &#39;ho&#39;ln van ma �ha nh&#39;ln tn rnvide- - w._."&#39;f=v- .2V V �H _ ..--..--J --.---.--.| - -1- -92-.-J -.--v_�., J _-� _--�I � w � - .-w ww 3.1- -1 -�--- .--._-. .&#39;_ .- " » ~ ~ . »-- - ..

I  � I I� P�
ter o nson

2040 S. Summerton Rd. . g
Ht. Pleasant, MI. 48858 - .

1":_qsuRE- k___ Ngh;
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ember 19,

I am writing concerning the Melvin Purvis Junior G-Han

badge referred to in the attached advertisement  April 1956

issue of Qhe Farmer&#39;s wife Magazine!. As a nostalgia buff,
5,�

I am interested in the possibility of obtaining the rights

to reproduce, for sale, a replica of this premium.  Because

I had no idea who to contact in this regard, the F.B.I. has

been kind enough to forward this letter to you.!

from a novelty company which used to produce many

" premiums distributed by breakfast food firms. As

�l-r92 n�rinh 9uu LILMIGL D

A4�
92JJ-

- item

of the

there are

a very limited number of nostalgia fans around who are

interested specifically in this kind of thing, I would expect

_ to make little if

think, be more of

**ng else

any profit. The whole project would, I

a service to my fellow collectors than any-
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September 2&#39;1 , 1972

{J � d �fr

Mr . F _ Eollinaon&#39; Road

,......_....- "us

Dear Mr. Coilinaon:

In reply to your communication oi 8¢Pt°mb"&#39; 19¢»

Mr. Melvin Ho:-ac@&#39;YlB, J15 1 ��ed °� r9b�""&#39;7 29&#39; 1950&#39; M the
time d his demise, his widow, the former Ilia Roxanne Willem,

resided in Florence, South Carolina. I am ramming your enclosures.

Sincerely yours,

"NI-£020 L. Patrick Gray III

-I I� "Y 1" 1972 1.. Patrick Gray, m
i I-�B Acting Director

Enclosures �!

sown: Purvis EOD 2/4/2&#39;1, resigned 8/5/35» 5"� °°mm1�°� °��°m°
2/29/so. He received substantial wb�dir &#39;°&#39;°&#39; "*° Fm� and �?°"&#39;""��&#39;

REW:m1s �!

92 capitalized on FBI experience. wk .1; Q 7+3 ,,_; 92" &#39;   *1
w &#39; �&#39; 1- � &#39;

,j_, i ;   H ,.
   M 6/0 %6§;,_¢  | W en!
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T0 DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 1/25/7h

/1 ATTN: rncrummt m-saunamo� = _J;/ SAC, ms masts;  qt-m=:w! c! "�"&#39; DIVISION
�92 A /I &#39; / .
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SH Em": ��MMVIN S" ---*H1

é Amzalcmi wrsnwvrzomt PRonUcTIo1Is
i e ___[1_�ELEVISION PILOT___

ass:-macs

00: Bureau

The entertainment industry publication "Daily
Variety" in its issue dated 1/2h/Th contained an article which
reported that ABC � TV had forty television pilots in pre~
parution»for next season. Included in the list was "Melvin
Purvis" based on the FBI Agent of the DILLINGER era, produced

� :

commence l/28/7h.
92_92-g

entitled "Baby Face Nelson," "Machine Gun Kelly," and
Boy Floyd." It is apparent that captioned television

probably was inspired hy the financial success of the
picture "Dillinger."

-l4":JLos Angeles indices contain no information
fiable,with DAQ JURTIS and cfntai s no additional inf
=°n=@Pn1ne.£9P..13~;@;.:-.;:1si-;..__ W *~�=~.<»Zi&#39;  _/ , /  4

The above is furnished for the information

event AIP or ABC contacts the Bureau for cooperation
--4.4 -J-A-��n -In --tun-92¢.4l--Rae-. -o-ll-�L. J-Ln Q-.-~.Ao-4-I--I;-.¢92 A-P 4-�L.-1&#39;-
5-EIQJ-EJUGJLUU J-ll UUILLLUDULUIL III-U11 UIIU P&&#39;UuUU U-LUIS U1. U11-Lil

vision pilot.

Bureau ��t $3. U 11

, -&#39; r &#39;b3"___DLT�3_LTR&#39;IlS_ for American International Productions  AI?!
  -4 from JOHN MILIUS script. It was reported that filming would

The Bureau will recall that in 1973 AI? released the
motion picture "Dillinger" which was written and directed by
JOHN 1-nuns. By letter dated 5/7/73 captioned "IDILLIITGER,&#39;
H4ERICAN INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS, MOTION PICTURE WITH FBI
PORTRAYALS, RESEARCH" the Bureau was advised that AIP reportedly
had planned to follow the production of "Dillinger" with films
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FRH92I 1 Mr. IICiHl 1

�  1! 92 I
& &#39;-�3l&#39;1Ul�-Ci�-_{"_MOTION PICTURE REGARD G FORMER 92. r �
I CHICAGO SAC MELVIN VIS "

BEING MADE FOR TELE ISION

By letters dated January 25 and February 5,
1974, the Los Angeles Office has advised that American
International Pictures is making a motion picture for
ABC�TV&#39;s "Wovie of the Week" eries tha£"wi11 bear

the title2;Melvin Purvisf or/¬Purvis-�G�Man."

92

92*
. 92

92

92

I of the

I. Chicago

This film reportedly will be a "spin-off�
character of Melvin Purvis  who was SR6 of our

Office in the mid�l930&#39;s! as Purvis was por-
;. trayed in the 1973 motion picture "Dillinger" which

g was also produced by American International Pictures.
I .

.r-" ! �I

L; iyhmerican International Pictures is well-known
�jg �- to us as an"independent motion picture company that
sf� has specialized in low�budget  or "B"! movies, including
*� films glorifying notorious hoodlums. Representatives

." of American International Pictures have contacted us

on a number of occasions in the past, but we have not
extended cooperation to this outfit.

. 4
-

According to an article in the January 30, 1974
issue of "Daily Variety," the film about Melvin Purvis

Pictures has made especially for television.

P?� &#39; :._�h- .- q a _. _ --
_y-� 1 15 same article in the January 30th issue

#¢P*F . of �Dail Variet " also indicates that well-known actor, �_ x 1 Y Y
� P Da e
»N�".

r
-<Li .

".&#39; u

_._-";? 5  = . _&#39;- .-;-_ -I --, :12 F-an 19 1914
.  ,|

| motion picture.- _ 2�? 5�:-I 5-_.-.. k Z. ~-H wQ1Ya9.

In.� 1 _ HI.

��"* 5 "-W� &#39; i ; -_ E�
I

.?._h .

//I
y 1&#39;
92-

I�-&#39;Q. �-�Hie �K
!

92-

rhi. I. c.-.
�II. hv.
Hun. ,_
ha:-nun
HI":

Lolnunwy __
&#39;|Il. I EIQL _
�QM hu-

Toghnlj _,,____
I-Incl Cum. i
Tlll�lcnc In. _
9L-sea &-.:

C
I

will be the first motion picture that American International

I

.--

For information. We should furnisiiino cooperation
to either American International Pictures or ABC-TV in connection

with the production or publicizing of this made-for�te1evision

92
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Dulr ttnlicrtsmi has been signed
to put&#39;1f;�f-&#39; the title role tn "Pur-
92-|:=�G-.�-l."in." Antcm-zan Intermi-

ttoral Ptctutt�-a&#39; pilot-film for the

.-92llC-T92&#39; "292Iovie-Of-The-9292&#39;cek�

él�l&#39;l �1. Den Curtis &#39;-rill direct the

lil:n&#39;.92i"tiL�t1m;1l�ks A1?-"5 lir.;t ven-

ture inlu motion pictures made es-

pcciullj-" for lv.
The plc�ure is .1 spin-ulf 01&#39; lhf:

ctmracier ol&#39;I92l0l92&#39;in Purvis. as pur-
lrayed in the recent hit movie

"Dillmaer." depicting exploits of
the I-�1;l atgt-nt.

Production will bettin this week

on location in Sacramento and will

later move to locations in the LA.

envirorm. Elliot Schick is exec-in-

charge-of-protluelion for MP.
-an-a-n_|?_

n

u
r

l

:�r;q|e;g|- pg-3-,, nnmq oi
l nuwlpcpnr, cltf and lttltcni

Pore 3

�unity Variety"
, uP&#39;.&#39;l5

hollyvood, C¢_.1.
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Date:
Eatuon: 7"-Panes &#39;

Author:
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ATTN: E} &#39;I*&#39;r3Iil�IAL Al-�FAIRS DIVISION

pR._y92; 35.10, IDS ANGELES   RUG!
/ I,. 5unJE9é;!"T&#39;IEI.VIN®VIS" "
AI".�;-;;¬ICAl 1192ITERNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS

* �F1-TLLWISION PILOT

RESEARCH
O0: Bureau

� Re Los Angeles letter, dated l/25/74, _

Enclosed are two copies of an article which appeared
in the l/50/74 issue of the entertainment industry publication

, "Daily Variety".
._§.,=&#39;

E? The enclosed article reports that the actor DALE
§g__ ROBERTSON has been signed to portray the title role in
3". captioned television pilot. The article alsb suggests
f�*p~��"*-"�the title_of this film has been changed to."Purvism¢_G-Man",
H&#39;i? and�nbtes the picture&#39;is a spin-off of the/character of MELVINW PURVIS as portrayed in the recent motion picture "Dillinger". ti!

As the Bureau is a�are;/ROBERTSON is a well known
actor who has specialized in weste�r&#39;n�_r&#39;oIe�s&#39;.� He was born 7/14/25,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. dfif I� �"� "

_ _ AI _W ii,__-_._, _k,/

For information. -*"�f"&#39; &#39; Q
f92~.

%v mun J 7vqq3 &#39; "1" J1!
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watered Down t

"Bonnie & Clyde�
t 0 I -

i&#39;92l&#39;t �s Tuesday Movie of
the 9292&#39;et"lt ltoniitlit at 830 on
9292�.92l.92l.-Tl ts lulled as "Mel-

92&#39;l1t l�tir92is. ti-Man," but it
come-t on ninre like :1 wa-
tt�rt�tl-down version of "Bon-
nie and Clyde." No sex, no
ntttlity and no hlootl. J

Not that these are requi-
sites for ii film about fa-
mous gangsters of the 19305.
But for atidiertces used to

seciiir: macliitie gun hullets
rip people apart at their
1&#39;1Ci[IlllJtH&#39;h�Dtl �theater,
"Melvin Purvis. G-Man" is
going to seem pretty tame

and perhgips not very au-
thentic.

What is authentic is the x
nostalgic 1930s background;
the men wear baggy double- -
breasted suits and big. flop- -
py fedoras. the music is Ilfl-�
ny and jazzy and the cars.
everything from a Rolls ,
Royce to a bright blue Ford,
are enough to swoon about.

AGAINST THIS back--
ground are. for the most
part. card board people. The =
ill-starred lovers in this film

are "Machine Gun" Kelly.
 llarris �i&#39;ulin! and his wife.

Kate  Margaret Blyel. a
tough gun moll reminiscent
of the babes in old Jimmy&#39;
Cagney movies. But instead =
of being gunned down after�
an auto chase. they are qui-
etly apprehended in their
bed in a hotel room where

band who is in tears be-
cause he&#39;s just learned that
�all the loot in the suitcase is
&#39;ii&#39;1 marked bills.

The hero is Melvin Purv
is. who is christened G-Man

- government man! by Kelly
-at the film�: end. He is
played hy none other than
that old Oklahoma cowpoke.
and star of countless TV
"Western series. Dale Rob-
ertson. Purvis wears a
magni�cent beige coat with
a big fur collar and Q bi
iwhit?-._ to__tl§e�si&#39;t&#39;o0¥-la

otit. lle coolly lights up a
new >-Itrgle and coil: for his
Tomlny-gun before opening
fire on the Kellys. "There&#39;s

plenty of time. those gangs-
tcrs don&#39;t stand a e iance
against  he drawis. -

The showdown takes &#39;

place in broad daylight. and
you&#39;ve never heard so much
shooting or seen so little
blood. One crook even dives

.out of a closed second story
window without causing
himself noticeable harm.

IN WHAT IS probably the
key scene in the film, Purv-
is tall-ts Buckwheat, one of

the gangsters. down from
his perch on the second

f�oor landing.  Rob-
ertson drawls, "this is Mel-
vin Purvis down here.
�You&#39;re going to have to

that to hit me
��tfclwneat su

Z .--.._-; _ .

shoot a lot straighter than�
.|_.., . - _- -

I
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gun? want to die. Mr. Purv-
--ti will be all n�.-mi, son."

says Ptirvis, his arm around

Buckwheat. �matting his
shoulder gent y. That&#39;s I
high point of the dialogue. .

~ In what seems to he a

last-ditch effort to breathe
y some motivation into the
. characters. Kate rejects the

largesse of a socialite dilet-
tante and, screams at him
about how she came from a

poor family and grew up in
a tarpaper shack.

�George and I are killer!
.and bank robhers." she
yells hysterically as rna-&#39;
trons drag her out of the
jail&#39;s visiting room. "But
you done this to gs._&#39;f ___ __ ;

g" -==L=-=-.3IUDY_ FIANUER;

� " T5»? &#39; -».-. ,4 .i
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Memorandum
lllllln. ___i__
Gov-9. lggl,

T0 =Mr. Franck
. 92

FROM =Mr. Heim

LJ7/
MOTION PI
_ xi! -

TEL

APR

$UME¢T= ENTITLED

,HG�MAN

C NETWO Tolo�on-| In
Illi�r §l¢&#39;|&#39;

.y_-_.. A

On Monday, April 15, 197 , Director Kelley is
scheduled to meet in New_!prg_City with Elton Hefkule,
President and_Chief Operating 0fficer_of the American
Broadcasting Companies. For the past nine years, the�
ABC network has telecast our Sunday night television
series  "The FBI"!; and according to Quinn Martin,
ABC�TV has until April 15 to advise whether it desires
to renew �The FBI� for a 10th season on the ABC network

beginning next September.

r

In contrast to the fair and factual treatment

accorded the Bureau by ABC in its telecasting of our
TV series, the ABC network featured a new motion pic- ,
ture last Tuesday night  April 9! that represented a _
cheap, tasteless ei�ort to commercialize on tho name
of former SAC Melvin Purvis and his association with

the FBI. z

This motion picture, entitled �Melvin Purvis,
G-Man," wasgespecially made for ABC&#39;s Movie-of�the-Week
feature by@American lnternational_Pictures. It was made
to serve as&#39;a"§il3t�mprogram for possible adaptation to
a television series that would dramatize exploits of the
FBI�-ieaturing the late former SAC Purvis--in the 1930&#39;s.
The ABC Network did not advise us of its intention to have

this film produced: nor were we af§Lorded_an opportunity to
review the script. 1 iii} ,3-

,   -I ->  �,_ J � V _ 1-Enclosure 92    / / </ _  &#39;__ A
- &#39; 5�; ~"~92. -I"&#39;92 &#39;

1 - Mr. Franck Enclosure �1 - Mrs. Metcalf - Enclosure Q 49$? &#39; $
1 - Telephone Room - Enclosure .43L9

couTIu�§B-4QysnZ&#39;
GWG:djm �! T �HQ H�,Q!� if/�l-/1&#39; &#39;5  _ 92 - V __- X &#39; .£

luau. Ob. __
Q09. ID Ila. ..
Dos. AD luv. __

DATE: 4/ll/74 :;&#39;;.*:"c&#39;:__�
Gan. In. __.._
lied. i__
Dignity! _____
IIIIIII. i...,..._
Lohulwy __
Hun. I Iul. _
Sou. In. _,_,_,_
�lnnuq __

. _ I-oqol Conn. _._
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Mr Heim to Mr. Franck Memorandum
RE: MOTION PICTURE ENTITLED "ME LVIN PURVIS, G-MAN�

- TELECAST BY ABC NETWORK, APRIL 11, 1974.1;

Although the film was
as fictional, its portrayals of
other FBI personnel not only lac
were near-comic and offensive,

film by persons both within and
overwhelmingly been critical.  

self-labeled at the outset

Melvin Purvis and

ked authenticity, but they
Comments concerning the
without the FBI have

A critical review which

appeared in the �Washington Star�News" on April 9 is
attached.!

If an opportunity presents itself during the
Director&#39;s conference with Elton Rule on Monday, it is
felt that Mr. Kelley might want
our unfavorable reaction to the

entitled "Melvin Purvis, G-Man"

the FBI strongly hopes ABC does
&#39;1 film to a television series.

RECOMENDATION:

For information in connection with Mr. Kelley

to advise Mr. Rule of

ABC-EV Movie-of-the-Heeh_
and tell Mr. Rule that

not plan to adapt this

conference on Monday, April 15, 1974, with Elton Rule,
President and Chief operating officer of the Ameriean
Broadcasting Companies.

,.
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=51, H¢3g:��%�!k{&#39; ears
=Mr. Heim

Svl��-°T=1=oRTnco:-1

5. .
-&#39; .-

AND TH

CePt9£XZ
winter t

H-H.s§ac.r.e
lines of
G�Man&#39; w

several

work las

in fact,

produced
"Melvin
Century-

the new

portraya

L4�

ich was made by American International Pictures "
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hnll�lul _.._.

W
G FILM concsnmuc MELVIN PURVIS � .

xnnsns CITY mssncas I

I...?.....;:

. Q ,incl . _._..__
Lohovaluy _
Plan. I Ivol. _
Ion. ho. .__.._

, 1 �l&#39;uolnln|_...._
/f WM1

�MI _,_

The Los Angeles Office has advised that Twentieth
x plans to produc ,made�for�television movie this

tatively entitle& --The Kansas City
Reportedly, this fi m wil be patterned along the �

he cheap, tasteless movie entitled �Melvin Purvis, - K

nths ago and was shown by the ABC Television Net-
April. The Los Angeles Office has�been informed,
hat substantially the same production staff which
Melvin Purvis, G-Man" has been hired to produce

vis--The Kansas City Massacre� for Twentieth
X. &#39;r"

/K-�f
At this point, a cast has not yet been hired for
lm. Nor is it known whether Dalévkobertson, whose
of Melvin Purvis was both unrealistic and objection-

I:

able in Q e "Melvin Purvis, G-Man" film, will play the role offormer ST Purvis in the new movie= f-:3
According to the Los Angeles Office, Twentieth

Century- x is aware of the fact that the FBI felt that
American nternational Pictures did a very shoddy job with
"Melvin P vis, G�Man"--however, that movie earned sufficiently
high tel ision ratings when it was shown on ABC-TV that

feels it
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Mr. Heim
RE: FOR
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1930&#39;s.

Section
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o Mr. McDermott Memorandum .
COMING FILM CONCERNING MELVIN PURVIS

THE KANSAS CITY MASSACRE

t will portray the late Melvin Purvis as principally
e for solving the FBI&#39;s most celebrated cases, as
r apprehending the most notorious criminals, of the

cursory review of material available in the Research
es not indicate that former SAC Purvis played a
role in the investigation of the Kansas City
other than the fact that he was one of four FBI
the scene at the time that one of the subjects of
Charles Arthur "Pretty Boy� Floyd, was fatally lhot

near Claf son, Ohio, in October, 1934.

RECO1"iMENUkTION : &#39; -

For information. The Los Angeles Office is aware that
we do no want to lend any help or encouragement to the further
exploitation of Melvin Purvis&#39; memory by characters ouch as those
who produced &#39;Mlvin Purvis, G-Man.�

.l@,v 92. mi�/I /
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JAN 19 1982

&#39;   0 I Jl�hkl
p ,- _1_1p1 - Circle

1; Menchegt ,_?ennessee 31255
3 Deer Mrs. Murphy:

&#39;1 Iorner spcial Agent_lelrin_Borace£:2riis_rae born on
-- October 24, 1903, in Florence County, South Carolina to Melvin H.

92

�S

§� This is in further response to your Freedom of Infor-
f nation Act  FOIA! request concerning Melvin P vis. &#39;

Purvis and Janie Mina Purvis. Be married Rosanne I. Purvis  last
= name unknown!.

.� Ir. Purvis entered on duty eitn the Deperteent oi Juetiee &#39;
. _;*92 on February 4, 1927, and became a Special Agent on February 1, 3
~ r 1929. On August S, 1935, Agent Purvis resigned to practice law -

�K. 5; in California. .
J9? On February 29, 1960, llr. Purvis died in Tillonsville,

_ .: §92 South Carolina, where he grew up.
. 92|." .

,_ _ _ Enclosed is your eel!-addressed, stamped envelope as� �_ thipiia not necessary when COttllpond1ng with this�Dg;Q8Gi,~ . e�&#39;;-~,
-- 2-; I I/..72�" IQLJ...

or ; 92 - 8incer$Qfiyours,j-. -_ J  .  &#39;,<.. Q. J82 $0 �
1 I _,i,_____f_ _____ _,__ , _~,,,;e1&#39;92-- &#39;4JaueI&#39;Ei%ui11, ChiefA. 3 l__ M &#39; Ire J5 Intorlation-Privacy H
l ~ � Acts section
" p Records Management Division -

Enclosure 1 &#39; *@3§
u.-.___ &#39;. v �,, 5}
:f;¬u0rz= Response co�ordinated with BA Donald L. Sui Ion i�§2-I1. ;
r_1&#39;Q=uq �! &#39; " .- _3-X�--&#39;"  v
_�r1 .�¢§ ¬;===:I1§;::?i

L.,.|c¢t___  ____
H-A &#39;- �&#39;�5�*~UI:;n~

F I"-it j join o 92,_ Ted.  r. ~ 92
r»~-+- H &#39;,~ :~:~"..;;.:&#39;"-°�*. 3 rt  . ~ A �*Q s - * .I" &#39;=&=*T�R� &#39; &#39; -&#39; &#39; J�-&#39;3 &#39; .

J� �_ ft�. . �  &#39; ___:_ __ 1 L _"_,_,. , __r__..,_�i_&#39;-________..n__1_._�_ 1,,-. ._.,_�_ __L___ � .
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Dear Requester:

This is to acknowledge receipt by FBI Headquarters
» of your recent Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts  FOIPA! request
j and to advise you we will comply with your request according
V to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552  a!�! A! i! and
i other Federal statutes and regulations. Additional information,
: if needed, will be requested by separate letter.

A search of the indices to our records will be made

to determine if we have the information you seek. If the search
fails to locate record s! pertaining to your request, you will
be notified. If the search locates a record s! which may be

. responsive to your request, it will be retrieved and processed
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William Webster, Director
Federal Bureau of investigation

iPennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20013

Dear Sir:

|

I

1705 Sycamore Circle 4 5
Manchester, Tennessee 37355
August 29, 1981

_ I working on the Purvis Genealogy and have been told that
Melvin vis was an outstanding member of the FBI. _

ii;

Would you be so kind as to send me any inTormation you may have
that you would not consider classified?

I an primarily interested in Qj;,parents_namea,.iheig_glgg3_of
residence, his date of Ei§t5�ggQ_doatb,_timo of service and any otber
"5¬FTTFent data concerning him and his immediate :amily;_

___,___

Thank you for any help you may be able to give. I am enclosing
a self addressed, stamped envelope for your convenience. If there
are any charges, please let me know and I will send my check-

92;L¢� Z:§92§92
~ 3%» ;_;.J~<92~

Q
_ 1-� Rhe es

Yours very truly,

H-,_92 r- .1, 7;».-$xF_�_,_;�I-92L£
"&#39;Mrs. Fred R. Murphy, .

_ &#39;/�-1 /lr7£7_.&#39; a-�=*&#39;1
 /_&#39;7_1 /-:_¢�_zC2f.1._{

- &#39; _uo92I92;.IiJ92.l -- � . VT; |

raga� Y 3 MAR 1* .s2&#39; ;
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&#39; December 4, 1980
�I-,

i Mrs. Robe: _nom son1 �Post-gIT¬ééé;:.§;::r-&#39;
M ore Hontana 55551-� 7 9"� """"�""&#39;1&#39;_&#39;-�I&#39;ll!-II-I&#39;ID=I&#39;I-villi

i Dear Mrs. Thompson:

Y ecent communication requesting informationour r-

concerning former Special Agent Melvin H.�Pur2is has been
received. Although the FBI does no. ave any ed
material to furnish you, it is suggested that you contact
�The News and Courier,� Charleston, South Carolina, since
the January 16. 1960, edition of that paper contained extensive
biographical date concerning Mr. Purvis.

&#39; Additionally, it is quite possible that the badge
that your husband found was a �Melvin Purvis Junior G-Man
Corps Badge,� the result of a promotional endeavor sponsored
by the General Foods Corporation in the 1930&#39;s.

Q Sinc?P::;/fours,
V Roger a. Young

= I �"�&#39;�* Inspector in Charge3 H� Office of Congressional
§ and Public Affairs

2:2;-e:e=

E; Correspondent&#39;s inquiry concerns former SA Melvin H.
u _vis, Jr., who EOD_2/4/27, resigned B/5/35, and conitted

cide 2/29/60  Bufile 67-7489!. He received substantial
licityiover the years and constantly capitalized on his
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August 31, 1977

T-92

Mr. Chrrstopher P. 9&#39;*w.4
3.356 Cherokee Road "�&#39;

Florence, South Carolina 29501

Dear Hr. Purvxaz

I was rndeed sorry to learn of your nother&#39;s death
ano you have my heartfelt sympathy. words are most inade-
quate at a txme lake tnrs, but I nope you aqd the other

emoers ct your fanily vzll fine solace 1n the knowledge
n
¬�&t our thoughts and prayers are with you in your bereave-
ment.

nay God bless and contort you and your loved ones.

Sincerely yours.

Clarence &#39; Ke�ei

Clarence H.

Drrector

1 � Columbia  80-0!
Reurlet B-24-77.

_/%QIE: Christopher Purvis is the son of former SA Melvin H.rVWV/   urfis who EOD 2-4-27 and resigned 8-5-35. &#39;�
-lance. Dir. ___.
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Memorandum I

Director, FBI DATE1 B/24/77

= Columbia  ao-o!_
l

DEATH OF HRS. ROSANNE H. PURVIS

HIDOH UF F �ER SPECIAL AGENTMELVIN H. S A

_i

lax. D11-.__.,__
Dip. .-&#39;.J . L...-___

� Dc; :&#39;.J .2. ._ .
Alli. :&#39;.:.:-___ ___,

l Rim. E :.  ___

Crizn. lI..3_______
Tin. G I-;:. ____

I<7;~:!._________W ,
!::tc~�.&#39;..H______F ___
IQ!�-".&#39;-3�-&#39; 7&#39;1 ___

18:1]: C &#39;.r.._._
Hit: -Y &#39; &#39;7

�e :. If
S12: T:  ___�_

Tc .&#39;: f?r.::r. �_ _
T�-v---- ,-. ,..1____.

!�u?:!;-: -�.15: C55,.

For the information of the Bureau, Hrs. ROSANNE H. PURVIS, 13§6-
- Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina, widow of former FBI Agent

MELVIN H. PURVIS, died Tuesday, August 23, 1977, in a local Florence
hospital after a long illness. Funeral services will be at 4:00 PM,
August 25, 1977, at St. John&#39;s Episcopal Church, Florence.

»
&#39;I&#39;r&#39;e&#39;t.-.-4:: Em. _

:eci:r&#39;: S-o&#39;:&#39;y_____

Hrs. PURVIS is survived by three sons, MELVIN H. PURVIS, JR., New
York, New York, P. ALSTON PURVIS of the Netherlands, and CHRISTOPHER P. PURVIS
of 1356 Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina.
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July 11, 1977

He. Ruth Porter
2688 Southeast 23rd Avenue
Albany, Oregon 97321

Dear Hrs. Porter:

leceigt is acknowledged of your inquiry
uhich was rece wed in�this Bureau Ju y 1, 1977,
regarding Hr. Me1vig%§¥§§1g, a former enployee of
the Federal Bureau o est gation.

Our records indicate that nr. Purvis died
on February 29, 1960, in Florence, Seth Carolina.

with regard to your desire to research
| I ��r family tree, it is suggested you contact the� &#39; tional Archives ad Recg s Service, Central

~E lesearch Division, Pennsylvaia Avenue and Eighth
- Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 20608.

1 I hope the above information will be of
j assistance to you.

I r&#39;

Sincerely yours,

-  M. Kelley
Director

Mr. Purvis EDD 2-4-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed
suicide 2-29-60. He received substantial publicity
over the years and constantly capitalized on FBI
experience. His personnel file does not indicate up-Aseec. Du-. +_

Boa. AD As... _
Dq. AD lay, _

Asst D|f,:
Qt. serv, i

of Archives received by telephone call to 523-3183.

CIlII.|nv.
"&#39;--"-- T:gab �! 67-7489 . &#39;-

to-date information regarding his relatives. Address

I
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a _ June 27, 197&#39;? &#39;

---&#39; "&#39;*J

Personnel Department
Federal Breau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

To Whom It Hay Concern,

I would like some information, please.

Back in the days when Government nen iere called G Hen, instead
of FBI men, I had a<§::uor 3rd cousin who worked for your organization.
His name was Melvin is. However, my relatives did not keep very
good track of&#39;E§Eh other, so now I am wondering, can you tell me the
noes of his parents and grandparents, so I can locate them on my
family tree? We both descended from John Purvis and Sarah Ginn who
had seven children. I descended then, from William Purvis who had
17 children, as did one of his brothers, so you can see why my ances-
tors lost track of each other. &#39;

If you cannot give me his parents and grandparents names, can
you tell me any other place I can write to find out?

I will really appreciate any help you can give me, and I am in-
closing a stamped, self-addressed envelope for your convenience.

Thank you very much.

G-1 -4-�,-1 --
DLIIDUL BL, ,

fqhluee, /¬3L¢IZ3Zi,-/¬i�¥3ZZ;L/
Mrs. Ruth Porter

5- Es  AVG.

Albany, Oregon 97321

117;; 7;@5§:
I "><-&#39;1.*;r~£ .13 st. 32 Té�w

. 92 � &#39;

_ &#39; ¢~; ii�

F" &#39;92

/92  e, E



:t_� &#39; 

ki #%�?e%:w�%��&$%§§�§

av

&#39; I�

I.-"
ei_&#39;

�Ir

�. . .
E. 4;�

-~&#39;- --

i

r - f

fr,

�oi1.1., � :

1 .
 92 - _ -

é.&#39;c"..&#39;
M

Q-

44,�.
£3�
.13
3- .

� _._- .
vi.
, .
..,_r-&#39;_

._r ,

.=. /-
x re
* &#39;92

:92

|_.

g .
If v�.| &#39;
,1

1

_-, --»-..--.---¢-- , � p we» ear"

-~.
//

� �H�j- _&#39;_;&#39;.&#39;92&#39;i&#39;-&#39;3-�q | - -.3�.
1&#39; 1*� ..

W <   - "  ii
4

Jue 16, 1977

Hr. Wilford L. Jones
6679 Northeast Peterson Lane

Albany, Oregon 97321

Dear Hr. Jones:

Receipt in acknowledged of you letter
which was received in his Bureau June 13 1977,regarding Mr. Helvinggégzis a former 1 ee ofthe Federal Bureau o eltigation. Gap 0?

Our records indicate that Hr. Purvis
died on February 29, 1960, in Florence, South
Carolina.

Sincerely yous,

cululhl

Clarene H. Kelley
Director

T I
4/
R

Q?�
Q§ AGT:gab �! 67-7as9f_ _f

Mr. Purvis EOD 2-4-17, resigned 8-5-35, and committed
suicide 2-29-60. He received substantial publicity

- - zover the years and constantly capitalized on FBI
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