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FORMER SPECIAL AGENT.

7.5>DIUISION THAT HELVIN HORACE PURVIS COHHITTED SUICIDE TODAY. ﬂ

v

e q‘—‘

A6 {' ,

'.'(, =
“- .l M

1 Mr. M Guire..
Mr. Rostlh oo
Mr. Tam® . e

. END AND ACK PLS . . .. .
,:' :}' L E'
‘ WA 5-23 PM OK FBI WA MS 0146

‘>4 MH. DELOACEH

cG ICGMs
TU "

"

e
.

N

%l

SRR
T S N
Rads Sah e > ‘:
EACE . M
. 1

ST
i

ROTN
188

e
B

b
3

i

iy

-

B ..'h ,‘ . "
.",i‘.: e L“
PR

4

LA 1
s o
B e
- 4}." vy
- - .
R 2 R
. "
,e




J
"~ | Man Who Hated Viotence
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'Bagged B?g Gangsters.

—o—maat I Roger Touhy Case.

Purvis was painstaking In
his pursuit of the lawless. He
was credited with rounding up
most of the hoodlums who fol-
lowed the late Roger (the Ter-
rible) Touhy and with sending
Touhy himself and his threej .
lieutenants to prison for the
kidnaping of John (the Bar-
har! Factar,

He engineered the raid on a
Chicago North Side barber-
shop which resulted in the
capture of Vern Sankey, then
“public enemy No. 1,” who,

By Ray Morgan.

{4 Mamber of The r's Staff.)
ELVIN H.'PURVIS, 2
M soft-spoken Southern
lawyer who tracked
down such gangsters as John'
Dillinger and Charles (Pl:'etty
Bey) Floyd and made G-man
a new phrase in the Aﬁﬁc‘ﬁ
language, died Monday in his
home at Florence, 8. C. He
was 56 years old.
Mention of Purvis recalls a
colorful but unmourned era

in America. It was the era of

swaggering hoodlums who in
the 18305 cowed local law en-
forcement officials with ma-
chine-gun bullets and bombs.

later committed suicide rather
than face trial for the abduc-
tion of Charles Boettcher II,
Denver.

Three agents under Purvis

Gangland wars raged un-

.checked, particularly in the
|Chicago area, until a small || Samuel P. Cowley and Herman,

i band of federgl ggents with || E. Hollis, federal agents, were
‘Purvis il (he fore, set about | illed in a gun battle in
tracking the gangsters down. | 7 k=

That story reached its eli- urvis-led move againsi Lesy rf
max on the electric night of

lost their lives bringing the’

gun-happy hoodlums to justice..

\ T

i
July 22, 1934, when Purvis [suburban Chicago on Novem- The Kansas City Times

. (Baby Face Nelson) Gilli# in-

sprang the trap on John Dil- [ber 27, 1834, Gillis, or Nelson
linger outside the tiny Bio- a5 he was better known, also
graph theater in East Chicago, 'Was killed. ) ;
Ind. The roar of gunfire that  Another agent, W. C. Baum,
dropped Dillinger to the steam- was shot to death when Purvis
ing pavement rocketed Purvis and other federal agents
and the more than 20 federal scught unsuccessfully to take
agents who were working un- :members of the Dillinger gang’

P Y P W g W

der his direction into national |into custody in a tavern known
prominence and made the fed- jas Little Bohemia lodge near
g eral police agency feared by [Rhinelander, Wis,, on April 23,
S underworld figures every-}1934. . .. .~
.  where. .| Witness Against Richettl |
Three months later, almostl o .0 became known | m
fo0 the hour, Purvis led the
"charge of officers that brought Kangps City when ke played »
Floyd to a bloody death, gun[Part{a the conviction of Adam
In band, beside a corncrib on Richetti, gangster here, In con-
\ % farm near East Liverpool|nection with the Union Station
0. The showdown came on thejmaceaere Py
j n_of October 23, . c"‘.:w‘""..k by, Purvil
* NT{) 1 pregneai
67-NOI RECORDED
. g ‘
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Purvie, made during his

ST free another gang-

ster Frank Nash.

ST, D IsNR RaN

Purvis had helped to cap-
ture Richetti near Wellsville,
0., October 21, 1934. Floyd
had escaped then, only to be

tracked down next day by

IPurvis and other federal
fagents. a short distance away
‘at the farm home near East

o
;Liverpool.
' Miller. whom Purvis de.

‘scribed later as suffering from
“a clear case of galloping in-
sanity.” had been killed by his
.underworld companions. With

pearance on the withess stand:
Iwas this laconic, almost classic
description of the shooting of
Floyd:

“{ observed undemeath the
corn crib, elevated apout one
and one-half feet on stilts, the
feet of 2 man leaving the car.
1 observed this man started
to run. 1 recognized him as
Charles Arthur (Pretty Boy)
Floyd. I and others commanded
‘|him to halt, He continued ta
run a zigzag course. He was
shot.”

Richetti to Gas Chamber._
Richetti was convicted of

e md I L Tonlomwa

participating im the Usion
Station massacre and was exo-
cuted in the gas chamber at
the Missouri peniteniiary in
Jefferson City October 7, 1938.

‘Miller and Floyd dead, -only
:Richetti was left to stand trial.

On June 13, 1935, Purvis
fwalked into the courthouse
there to testify against Richet-
iti. Always frugal with words,

;tify between long objections
fmade by defense attorneys
He traced the capture of Ri-

chetti.

- & Vmm i [
s=—rerimos the longest speech

lPurvxs got little chance to te;-ti‘“’ Purvis had been getling

On July 12, 1835, Purvis
esigned from the %There
‘as some indication t J
E.idgar _Hﬁ;g, the chief oI
Lhée eéral agency, was un-
appy with the individual puk-

.......... hosm matbim

or his relentless lctmues
his was denied.

However, a New York Times
story date-lined Chicago, re-
porting the resignation of Pur-|
vis, said:

“The head of the bureau

here . . . denied rumors that|

he had ‘differences‘ with his
chief, r, chief

Al tha adamal Diisamis nd T

Vi tuUT I
vmﬁ' It was pointe! ouk l

however,. that the publicity

.every city except Chicagode—

phrase ‘J. Edgar Hoover an-
nounces' has hn m ﬁ in

' Purvis certainly was no pub-

Peferred QObseuri

ilicity seeker himself while
was an agent. He would
preferred it if he could have
remained completely out of
the stories of the day but his
activities made that difficult.
He was described by newsmen
as “a clam personified” and
his favorite reply to questions
was, “Sorry, Colonel, I ha
no comment to make.” ;e

It may have been’ f
Purvis had a deeper and
upseiting irritation, at least to'f
him, with . Purvis said
publicly that he had pro
Mrs. Anna Sage, the “womani
in red” who put the finger on
Dillingor that hat Tole wmickhs
ACALAAMERGE LLGL RS ULy LUELY,
some help from the govern-
ment in fighting deportation.
The government refused to doﬂ
anything for her and she was
deported.

Whe was this Purvis who
grabbed the imagination of
the American public when it
was seeking for a challenger
to the gun-slinging hoodlums?

He was born on & tobacce farm

near Timmonsville, S. C., and
his father wanted him to be
tobacco farmer like himself,
:The son had his eyes on big-
ger things. He was graduated
with a law degree from the
University of South Carolina.
He spent 20 months prac
ticing law as “a very Junior,
.plrtner" in a law fbrm:

‘Elaranaa © e BY___ wr___»
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* . ﬁlZ? pounds. He spoke with
’ ’ ‘s good-humored &uthem}
’drawl. -
| After he quit the FBI he i
served as a consultant on mo-
tion pictures, radio programns
and, later, ({elevision pro- |
grams, He acquired a radwo
station and a newspaper in
Florence.

Preferred Quieter Role.

But his fame rested on the
eight years he was a blood- |
hound on the trail of the big.
gest crooks of the day. He
never relished that role. In a
book 'he .published in 19386,
“American Agent,” he wrote: »

“l1 am not a gunfighter. I
am not a wily sleuth. To tell
the truth I was thoroughly
frightened every time it fell
to my lot to carry a gun on a
foray of any kind.

‘“There were men who
served with me who never
knew the emotion of fear.
They belonged to the glory
company of history, those joy-
ous daredevils who from time
immemorial have been wait-
ing for a commander o order |
. a charge on the gateways of |
TG keli. .

o “I admire them but my
nervous system ig not built
that way, I never led a raid
without apprehension, and
only the knowledge that there
was a job to do kept me func-
tioning .

He went after some of the
biggest criminals of them all
after World War II when he .
was assigned to investigate -
German and Japanese war
criminals, after serving in the
Army as a colonel. Recently,
he had done some investiga-
tive work for the Senate ji.
diciAry committee. He shot _
himself Monday, following a |
period of depreuion and ﬁl
health.

lnoneofhislutpublxap-‘
pearances, a speech before
thd. National Crime Commjs-

association -in Wichiu
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Melvin Purvis (above) and

h

ert Estill (left), while in jail

ing trial for murder. _
intimidating the guard with a wooder

helped to send to death. Jo
the bottom picture
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- Adam Richetti.
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From Obesrver Wirs Reserte A - Bcage
' FLORENCE, S. C. — Mild-mannered Melvid .’ Purvis, Jingsterism
hose FBI teams shot down John Dillinger and 4,

Floyd T8 Bloody gangster cleanups of 19304

Slays Himse

the
NZZ;J? *

““"" g ol ki CHARLOTTE OBSERVE
i w surrowsded Dillinger whes Charlotte, N. C.
. be came out of the theater.™ 3_.1_&

§ wm scared 2 ball” when DI pp wezvey phrvs
& NI oy the Dillinger shooting FORMER EMPLOYEE
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Kills HimsgJf S =

II] FlOl' enc'e?i was a 1425 graduate of
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said a self-inflicte shot Hhitm oREyis’ application to the
w " m‘r ployment as an agent Wis,
nua.m.mmwm.ﬂmummmm
way of bis home. His wife, lln.,gnr Hoaver's ey:e;lught a Do
' ' from the University of South Car-
jolina Law School which cited

IR, At O N T T SN
398

Purvis’ offices at the Florence LUTVis 88 heving A1 JUCREIURS
os of statin WOLS were 32V0t08 W0 duty. .
ded with mementoes of his
career, which began in 1937,
Ffhoed pictures of Hoover and
erime-busting  associales dotted
the walls beside rifles and fire-
arms. L N
In recent years, the slight,
mm divided his time
business and the law,
His office sald he had been fn
Washington three weeks ago to:
help prepars recommendations
fSor the improvevmwabegd, federal!
. Jostice administratiot ler the U. B. -
T Senate Judiayy Cammittes . .. -] =
J& -
i
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£ 7 *-Melvin rvis, youthful
% chief of the go office of the
i 11 € Nent aof Justice today toid
Iy nling story of how he got
qt John Dillinger.

2, - —The Post, Juliyezs 1934
- th:ﬂelvin H. Pur;;‘is ader of
4 agents of e

£ ineT Justice who brought to:an ené

.. oMM Dillinger’s career, was the
fifth of a family of eight and
wags born and reared In the
small town of Timmonsville,
S. C. His boyhood associates re-
A call him as a rather quiet youth,
.~ ¢6f even temper, pleasant

e affable, ready to do his share in
.. any boyhood undertaking.

- 1« ¢ ==The New York Times.
' .o July 24, 1934
‘Melvin H. Purvis, youthful

m who tumed sleuth,

e him
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lentlessly trailed the Seuth.
. tern gunman to his .death
A t as they shot down John Dil
" in Chicago.
i

P L, ed another noich on his
L rAvES n today—the death of Pretty
NP y Floyd. It was his men wha

]

N

e

The AL Oct.23.1m

“Melvin H. Purvis, the held
of the Chicago Burea

tigation of the i
Wﬁi Ted the h t ended In

the shooting ot John Dillinger,

announced his resignation today.

—'I'he New York Times,

July 12, 1935

A suggest:on that dissension
between

Fare=p{ the Chicago force of
C.men went unmnﬂrmed today

at theJhus_ui%gmpL
e Asgociated Press,

_ July 13, 1935

L ] L -
Melvin HL Purvis now heads
the “Melvin Purvis Junier G-

Man-Corps,” an organization of
hildren who eat Post Toastles.
~The World-Telegram,

Sept. 12, 1936

Melvin Purvis, famous ex.
ce of the G-Men, is expected to

-
N
i

|

ver and Melvin H. Purvis Jr..'

i = W A b RPLL

The Man Who Got John Dilli
o sy

—The Dally News, 1

- reenact the -
of John Dillinget
moﬂm pisture.

March 27, 1837

Melvin H. Purvis settled some
| speculation as to hjs Juture
activities today by announcing
that he planned to write & se
ries of magazine articies on his
eight years iIn .the war on

- —TheAmdltedPrm.
- -~ July 15, 1835

 Ex-GMaf Melvin Purvis, who
oradited with ths extinction

[rdg e o Ly B e}

or John Dillinger, was north-

e

lson / yd
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Belm
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Malpne

McGuire
Rosen
Tamm
Trotter .
w.C. Sullivan ___
Tele. Room .

bound to New York yesterday .

with his bride, the formar Mrs
Rosanne Wilcox “Taylor, of
Florence, S C. They were mai
ried in Charlotte, plan a Euro-
pean honeymoon. ~

—The News.
Sept. 16, 1938
Col Melvin Purvis, form

- ——

agent who captured J

ger, was reported r

Times Herald
The Washingtoa Daily NewWs e
The Evening Bt6? e
New York Herald Tribane e
New York Journal-Amerions ..

New YOork MATTOT e
New York Daily News

New York Pout _I
The New York TiMes . e
The Worker v
The New Leod

The Wall Street Joumal ————
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Why Dld Purvis —
~ Quit EBI and Fame?

BY DON SULAIVAN Washington, D. C., were sifent [y
Why did Melvig Jurvis, the | today on Purvis' reasons, but l

'.":-‘-:: }.?,met Jitle who' cut|some sesretly gaid thelc ton,
=~ . fiown the inal giants of  G-man qu1 for two_reasons:

the *30s, leave the 1 Purvu feit he should
Bureay of ’u.um at have been raised to No. 2 or
the height of his career’ |3 man in the Washington
Purvis, who Kkiiled himselflheadquarters of the be- |
yesterday, shot his way to cause of his oufs nding '
fame as agent in charge of record. .
the Chicago office of mm 2. Washington officlals,| ] *
from 1932 to 1635. |jealous of Purvis’' fame, quar- |
Funera ] services will be reled over the tremendous
held tomorrow in Florence,:amount of publicity he had
- &C - garnered for himself. Purvis,
" The § “foot 7 inch, 127|an intensely proud man, quit
pound fnln%‘::ﬂerptled FBI in anger, -
- agents capture Depressed, Til
tillmg of John Dillinger, and While m];rstery clouds Pur-
personally shot down Charles F:: reasons for leaving his

B e ol ;.'

AL S

- e e Y
by el v oei e
g

P S

" Smashed Touhy Gang are clear. '
" His line by line perusal of| -Purvis was in poor health .
e ledgers of Samuel Insull' and suffering from zreat

led to the downfall of a 2 mental depression.

- ERMONE 4 SN S

he personally captured Vern: in his h |
Bankey, wanted for two kid- F"!urm 2&1&“&"%’;‘;& C. ‘
-

pings, while Sankey sat in|pig1),

bnrbe':‘chatr and it was|" ‘Hiy wife Rucme besrd
“_fe_ '_‘f_‘_'h ed the|the shot and found him dead

BADg. - on the second fioer of their
Morence home. Purvis left

those years the soft | hiy wife and three sons, the.

. _ |youngest 1 :
,w.wathemoaflmed Athisduth.?urﬂlmed

a small'radio station, WOLS, |

-/in Florence, but reportedly.

YRR P A
g
B

PR S

TR R T e

Mr Trotter .-
. W C.Snlhv‘n

i 'I'ele. Room___2_
Mr. In -
Miss Gaady

[Pretty 33 Yg‘_ ﬂﬂg 'and rk as crime fighter, the Da _a g
.!uwllu I,D-u_y Fale: NS500. chmmm of his 'ujclde\ e T

“|billion dollar utility empire; | Yesterday he killed himself U 6 :
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" wnamer g9 raps Fallglhemn
After three unsuccessful
attempts to trap Dillinger in
the following three months,
Purvis and his agents laid in
wait outside the Biograph
theater, 2433 N. Lincoln av.,

‘am Tully 29 Thav had haan
Vil vUHTY 4£&. JHCT LAY Voou

‘tipped off by a mysterious
.*lady in red.” For twe hours
FBI agents and Gary police
waited and sweated in the
hot night,

At 13:40 p. m., Diilinger
and tw0 women friends
emerged blinking from the
dark theater. Purvis, in the

lobby, lit a cigar—the signal ‘

i —and whispered to an agent .
Jnearby. ’
I Dillinger, sensing danfer,

‘No 2 131 to thessidewalk,
dead. Purvis later revealed

that the agents and police,
after the shooting, swore to
keep secret who fired the
first shot at Dillinger.
Exactly three months later

agents cornered Pretty Boy
Floyd, bank robber and kill-
er, inafarmnearEuth-‘
erpool 0.

Floyd tried to shoot hil
way out. Purvis’ gnnf!re
dropped the slick-haired des-
perado in a cornfield.

. Dedleated Boss
Purvis was known by his

‘follow workers as a3 auiet
rrers quret,

gentlemanly person when off
duty, and as a relentless,

oped for a pistol in fis, Inervous, dedicated boss when

ket. Gunfire burst frbm
| both sides, and public enethy

con the job. But none of the
men question by CHICAGO'S
\AM’!'.RICAN prctessea a ciose
’personal relationship with
,the tough little G-man. J
| Purvis himself uttered his’
epitaph in 1857, when, re-
calling his experiences, he
told a newsman: -

“I was often scared, Imt I

Drer 1D aWay |
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UNITED STATES GJ;nR‘raNT ¢ (ﬁf
Memorandum s
- McGarre
", Rosen
10 cMr. A, He. Belmon'ﬁ\ﬁ‘, DATE: 2-~29-60 Tramr
W.C. Sullivan ___
U T'h..ﬂm
FROM :UT". J. Pc Lee*“‘ 1;;.1
f

supJecT; FORMZR SA CROS/ELL

AMARI/.LO, TEXAS

The above=-captioned tndividual contacted the
wvriter on 2-29-60 at 10:45 p.m. and adufsed that he had
Previously worked for former SA Helutn!ﬁtruta and wonted
to know where he could send Slowers, sihce he had just
heard on the radio of the death of Purvis. C(Croswell was
advised that the newspaper etories concerning the death
of Purvis bore the dateline of Florence, Sath Carolina.

ACTION ;

For information,

37T
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l - lir. Belmont
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : “
Memorandum A
. lnkGuln JE—
TO :  Mr. Mohr paTE: February 29, 1960 o
W.C. Sullivas __
Tele. Room
FROM : C D. D ach ::::
g ?‘Lo r A J?_‘) AL serwe
V=T e
susjEcT:  MELVINUPURVIS M
SUICIDE 2-29-80 - O ,
5 Former Agent{R 1\ left the Bureau in 1951 and who 1s

4

. i

currently the Chief Couned, Senate Post Office and Civil Service Committee,
called and in my absence talked to Wick. He talked of the suicide of

-naid that Pl_i‘rgis’ who has heen emnlovad by a Ganata J"diciar—y

wieaws waamw WAl WALLMAU Y WA WY & WOLLALT

Subcommittee, has not looked well for the last several weeks, has not been eating
and last week came down with the flu. Co-workers actually forced him to take

plane home to Florence, South Carolina, last week. He was ashen in color.
said he knows that Purvis had a disintegrated disc in his back and that has caused

2l iAW LAl SAS AAASAE B SSawalivwigs VLW WAL W

f him considerable pain and Purvis feare osteomyelitis (bone disease) had been
: spreading through his system. He tol not too long ago that he would "never
o take my own life - I've got too much to live for." '

?said that Mrs. Purvis lives in Florence, Souta‘ml léna,
was formerly ve in the radio station Purvis has there but is now care of
the three Purvis boys, one in grade school, one in high school and the oldest in
college at the University of South Carolina,

”sa.id he believed Purvis had been taking a considerable amount
of drugs recently to ease the pain in his back. ) Vg
748 1 -535
5% Sy

ADDENDUM: 2-29-60, ECK:ejp: ;
Reference is made to my previous memorandum

PR 1 - Mr. Jones today concerning the possibility of writing to i

REW:sak ¢~ We conducted a recent special inquiry of |
(3) Purvis for the Senate Committee on the Judiciary
. , and several persons close to the Purviges advised

va
ﬁ\

ering all press inquiries in this matter with ng comm
recomme:;i?no letter be sent to Mrs. Purvis.
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UNITED STATES GOVER:NMENT e —
Memorandum B
: i
TO : Mr. Mohr pate: March 7, 1960 Tomm
¥.C. Suilivan _
{ d - ::h.na_ _
M : €. D. DeLoach , NP rem _
FROM //)g’_ rl i ",:P../ Pr S M Gandy

susject: ARTICLE IN "THE CHICAGO AMERICAN, "/ A
MARCH 1, 1960, ENTITLED "WHY DID
PURVIS QUIT FBI AND FAME?"

The above-captioned article specifically stated, "FBI officials in
Chicago and Washington, D. C., were silent today on Purvis' reasons, but some
secretly said their top G-man quit for two reasons: (1) Purvis felt he should
1 have been raised to No. 2 or 3 man in the Washington headquarters of the FBI
] because of his outstanding record. (2) Washington officials, jealous of Purvis'

f ame, quarreled over the tremendous amount of publicity he had garnered for
himsel. Purvis, an intensely proud man, quit in anger.”

With reference to the statement attributed to Chicago Agents, "some
secretly said,” Mr. Tolson instructed: 'Ask SAC who is doing this talking. ' With
respect to (1) and (2) above reflecting the reasons for Purvis' resignation,

Mr. Tolson noted, 'T never heard this."

I called SAC Lopez in Chicago today. I asked him if he had talked
to the writer of this article, Don Sullivan, and,if so, what did he tell Sullivan.
Lopez stated that Sullivan called him February 29, 1960, and asked: (1) Did Lopez
know Purvis? Lopez replied that he did not know Purvis, (2) What kind of person
was Purvis reputed to be while in the FBI? Lopez told Sullivan he did not know
inasmuch as he was not personally familiar with Purvis. (3) Why did Purvis
quit the FBI? Lopez told Sullivan he bad no knowledge whatsoever why Purvis
quit the FBI. He stated Sullivan did not ask any further questions and did not talk
to anyone else in the Chicago Office. Lopez stated that this very definitely i
speculation on the part of Sullivan, He indicated the possibility of Sullivan having
talked to U. B. orney Tiekén, but stated this was highly improbable inasmuch
as Tieken did not, according to Lopez' knowledge, know Purvis,
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k3 , ’ UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
#‘\ : . BUREAU OF DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS

igi“ WASHINGTON I3, D. C.

et March 3, 1950

¥

}ﬁf : FILE REFERENCE

o — RCC:MAS:dcp

-t Director NAME

. Federal Burean of Investi gation Melvin H Z) is
g Department of Justice (}ru
Washington 25, D. C. DATE OF BIRTH (Ne/De/Tr)
%:‘ ' ATTN: Personnel Section Octover 2k, 1903

In an epplication for benefits under the Civil Bervice Retirement
Act, it is alleged that the above-named individual performed service as

follows:
DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY BUREAU OR BRANCH, AND LOCATION
FBI FBI, Waeshington, D. Ca
POSITIONS HELD PERIODS OF SERVICE (Beginning and ending dates)
FAoM 70
2-4-27 8-5-35

For use in connection with this claim, you are requested to furnish
by indorsement on the reverse of this form a complete schedule of his or
her amployment in vour office.

If the employee was on leave of absence without pay in excess of
8ix months in the aggregate during any calendar yeer, please state par-

%.

g ticulars.

_ﬁ If the employee rendered service on a w.a.e. basis, the nunber of

3 days actually empioyed should be shown. e 4&0 4

i REC33 - 7 :

o If the service claimed above cannoct be verified it ﬁay be necessary -

fd to request & pay roll search in the General Accounting Office. You are, - i 4

s therefore, requested to give the disbursing reference if it is available. o
Reference should include the name and symbol number of the disbursing AY)

i
7

officer who made the pasyment, and any other data which will aid the General

Annnnnfnnu NfPina tn Pind tha Asairad infarmatinn
R ot of lld ‘% W b LA b ol Nl L2 = o G e o W bl wh UIGE WV & Wiie

i ate

Sincerely yours,

5 f \% dJ Andrew E. Ruddock
' ; : Chief, Retirement Division

i atbate o ol L I LS T
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CERTIFICATE OF EMPLOYING AGENCY

FULL NAME OF
FORMER EMPLOYEE

DATE OF BIRTH

(Middle) (aatk) (Bey)

(Firat)

WATURE OF | posiTiow b L EFPECTIVE DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY, INCLUDING BUREAU,
ACTION ot howr, ate.) DATE BRANCH OR OIVISION WRERE EMPLOYED
E ]
FISCAL DATA (IF AVAILABLE)
L N - ]
AGGREGATE BASIC EARNINGS FOR PER10DS
SUBSEQUERT TO 7/31/20 DURING WHICH RETIREMENT DEDUCTIOKS, IF ANY
N0 DEDUCT I ONS WERE MADE
PERIODS OF SERVICE PERIODS OF SERVICE
AGGREGATE $R0SS
BEG INKING END ING BASIC PAY BEGINNING END ING RETIREMENT
DATE DATE DATE DATE DEDUCT IONS
e e

Report of all Leave Without Pay in a
Calendar Year When Such Leave in the
Aggregate is in Excess of Six Months

The statements contained on this form are
based on the official records of this of-
fice and are correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

(Signatwrs)

CALENDAR . LEAYE ®ITHOUY
TEAR Y
(in daye)
—— ——
REMARKS @ —_—————x3

-

USCICa-WASHINGTON D ¢

(Official Title)

BATE

(Department or Agoncy)

D

y-

o v
A oY
LA .

. S T
. ?' PN
Lt

X

. P):E,;'.



L7 . Mr, Andrev K. Reddoek
Saiy, Chief, Retiremeat Divisien g
.« Bureau of Departmental Operations

., -.Omited Btates Civil Service Co-j.ulol
- x Washiagton 28, D, C.. B
. ;"

_ Dear Mr. Ruddock:

7 Receipt is acknowledged of your inquiry dated Mareh 3, 1960,

= . regarding Mr. Melvis H/ |Purvis, your file reference RCC:MAS:dcp.

o Mr. Purvis entered on duty in the Federal Bureau of Inves-
- tigation on Pebruary 4, 1927, as s Special Agent, Grade CAY 8, $2700

: ' per anoum. He did not have coverage under the Civil Serviee Retire-

2 . meat Act during his employment here. Ne received the followiag grade

1 . and salary changes: _ ]
“ ! Grade - Salary .. | Effective Date
_CAT 8 $2800 10-3-37 @ - &F
s $3000 (Welch Act) 7-1-28 - =
: 83100 ) 13-1-28 =T =
‘CAY 9 $3200 2-1-29 e
$3400 - 3-1-30 g &
. CAF 10 $3600 3 7-16-30 —Z 8
ok - $4000 : 3-16-20 - T
- CAP 11 $4300 iy -1-30 .. 2
S CAF 13 MARED 9 $4600 11-16-30 - £ &
Ly S $5000 3~16-31 .
g MARS = 1960 | $8300 ‘ 11-16-31 - ;
| COMMFB! $5400 3-1-32 .
CAF 13 ] $5600 8-1-34
$5800 8-16-34

7 ' e 12 h“ »tﬁ ; -,
A Mr. Purvis voluntarily resigned effective at the close of
iness August B, 1935. Our records indicate his date of birth was

e 24, 1903, C.
‘orsons b "'“ o~ - - sl Pray

e . )  67-7488 %\ LA

;m: Agents have been sub%r:;t to S 'hfg:&%nznt ’
bolowe Qgtirogggt since 6-23-36 per

e Byl;.764, T4th Congress. / T )
ey X ﬂ Joha Rdgar Boover
'.C. Bullires — S5 r=-: . Director

ok L. o . R
- TN st vt Ao g
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elvin Purvis Dtes
f Wound by Pisto

By JOE MARTIN

Morning News Staff Writer
.| Melvin Purvis, the man eredited
| with ending the crimina! careers
,| of John Dillinger and Pretty Boy
‘F'loyd ended his own life Mon-

day morning at his home on Chero-
kee Road.
‘| Purvis, 56, who gained internat-
jonal fame az the FBI agent re-
sponsible for bhelping to curb
‘fexime, died at 11 a.m. of a self-
“|inflicted pistol wound.

His wife. Rosanne, said she was
working in the yard when ghe
heard a shot in the house. Mrs.

IR TR o _

TLCRINGT .'TCH,’-'T".’"; iL'WV5
Fumfl i 2

-

Purvis told Coroner William Ead- g
dy and family doctor W. R. Mead . E‘“ﬂ;/‘}/ée-—-—«.__.__
she found her hushand’s body ly-
i in the se f hali , g
O Mead satd My, Purvie ver JAMIS A. ROGZRS
ceatly was mamed by Senster Edltor
Lpndon Jebsheu as chiel coun-
sel for the Senste subcommillee IMB /
oo jundicial machizery and that ] . ‘
SEVETLL yoars,
Mr. Purvis returned to Floreoce « + « former FBI ogent

fr Washington eight days age.| Mr Purvis did not keep np R
Hef was reported in a mentally |pvintment. Coroner Eaddy lsaid SAVA'™NAH DIVISION
essed state sbout his bealth.|when he arrived at. the
‘$1c was to see me Monday|bome he found the body lyigg m
mothing,” De. Mead said. __ |- (See MELVIN on Page 1) .
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ity of South Carolina,

beaded a picked team of FBI
agents as agent-in-charge of the
bureau’'s Chicago office. .
He led teams — and, some say
Ditinger and Floyd. duricg the 1
Dillinger and no-
torious gangland em. Purvis was
alw hN;:ulpuhlh:vm
Sankey, a Ko. enemy
in his heyday. Sunkey, taken in &
(hicage barber shop,” committed
ﬂcﬂ.lﬂnﬂlmh‘-‘ ¢ L

;.';AP;’.Q'E” TER ) e
Purvis, Dillinger’s

Nemesis, Kills Self

FLORENCE (Special) — Melvin Purvis, the mild-
mannered South Carolinian who spearheaded the bloody
FBI gangster cleanups of the 1930’s, died by his own,
hand Monday at his home. A i

& S WAt .'-J

it Al

top “public enemies,” oo
Purvis, 56, had left the Federal Iggﬁ! ; .

Bureau of Investigation in 1935
to follow careers in law Inr.l

inger and Pretty Boy Floyd, two of the nation’s former

i
< R.E
§
|

. Cod
It was Purvis’ FBI teams that shot down John Dill-'

C

The State
Coiumbia, S, C.

S.L. LATIN=ZR,JR.
Editor

Date: j{_/zégz

SAVANNAH

LIVISION
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| ce ENOYANAUN? » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
) 7y
» TO : Director, FEIL DATE: 3/2
@5 : SAC, Savannan (77-2055) M
£ SUBJECT:  MELVIN HORACE vaxs e, WeCore—
FORMER SPECIAL”AGENT V Mr, Tamm
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER Mr. Trotter
My. W.CEsliivan
Tele. Reom
Mr. Ingicoy e
; Mins Gandy
=: -\ .
I : Reference 1s made to Savannah teletype dated 'f
3 \ 2/29/60 advising that MELVIN HORACE PURVIS =
v \ committed sulcilde that date, :
: Attached is an article which appeared in the A=
[ Florence Morning News, March 1, 1960, .as well ’
2 as an article which appeared in The State, a
H daily Columbia, S. C. newspaper, dated March 1, . e
. 1960, Nothing further is known regarding the ‘M" 'i
> suicide by the resident agents assigned to
. Florence, S. C.
i< - Bureau (Encls. 2) =
e -1 - Savannah <
CWB: FMT o
=9

(3)
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TO  : Mr, Parsoms - paie: Yebruary 29, 1960

. FROM  © A MSOW ‘ ‘ _' VW

O P
SURJECT.  ROGER TOUHY
HABRAS CORPUS PROCEEDINGS

o N

B

¢ Stanford Clintoa, 8r., Chioago attoraey roprescntigg {
1John "Jake the Barber"” Factor in his millitop-dollar suit against
i the publisher of Touhy's book, "The Stolen Years," imformed Agents
! of Chicago Division on 2/36/60, that im near future he was going .
to attempt to secure a dcposition from Nelvi rvis relative to
the FB1's alleged vire tappiag in comnection with Touhy's :pprqhg;sion
}40 e
Clinton commented that -clo years ago the PFBI had refused - ..
to produce records before Judge Johs P. Barnes, U, 8, District Oourt,
Chicago, and since Touhy made allegations in his book that the PFBI
was allegedly aware through wvire tap inforsation that PFactor had
not been kidnaped, he hoped that both Purvis and the Director, pﬂd
lnodify their position in this matter and furnish 1lforn;tion. P

/

o
P et

D P/

o .

Files bhave heen reviewed and it has beenx ascertuinod I
the Bureau had no wire taps in the investigatioa of the Ilcto-“

having been made concerning alleged wire taps in the hearing b
by Judge Barmes in 1954, ia counection with Touby's babeas’ coxpii~
proceedings, The file did reveal that the Btate's Lttornty'l’qxi
in Chicago had had wire taps on Touhy's defense attoraey and D! T
_ the home of a relative of a nc-bor of Touhy's gang. ?;J ’ ;o
ALLEGATION IN TOUEY'S S00K . -‘- . w i

On page 183 Touhy 'ritot eoncorning Factor's totxiloég
l‘\at trial regarding a telepione call PFactor received om 7/24/33.W!ro-

one of his kidoapers, negotiatiag for the collection of an addi
$50,000 ransom, The book imcludes the statement that an ,
secrotary made noton at an cztonlt.n tolcphono. '

. 2f &
:» Factor did receive & ti Qlon. ﬂ;ol 7/ ‘.
individual he ideatified as ene of hls kidnapers, 'hO“4m“'
now vhog they vere goinmg'to get ) additton:l $50,0
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S Memorandum to Mr, Parsons

s T Factor made arrangements for this individual to call him back at
11 o'clock the following moraing, at which time a Special Agent
listemed in on an extension tel e and sade stenographic aotes .
of the conversation, his +« The conversation *°
consisted of Factor's difficulties im raising the $50,000 because

_ i of stock market conditions. The calle¥ informed Factor that he

a E lwuu.:.u contact him in another week.,

¢ #

1. &
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‘. { \_-OBSERVATIONS e

The Bureau's positios in refusing to make available our /3%
* to records pertaining to the Factor kidnaping bhas twice been upheld. '

On 6/2/49, former SAC George McSwaia was adjudged in contempt by ‘
Judge John P. Barnes, Chicago, when he relied on Departmental order
3229 for refusimg to produce Bureau files, Om 2/26/51, the U. 8.
Supreme Court removed the cortempt proceedings against McSwaia.,
lAut Dir,. John F, Malone, them SAC at Chiocago was adjudged im con
., before Judge Barnes on 9/18/52, for failure to produce Bureau Tiles
' This finding of contempt was rovorlod by the U, 8. Circuit COnrt )
...'.;! Appeals on 11/19/52, -— . o w . O 8l

L . gy - .

k There is no reason for our pesitiom to be changed at ‘this
tho. Factor's suit is a civil matter and is of mo coacern to the
FBI. It in no way lff.ctl the cause of Ja-tico. s e T




o
» W
- e
-
%
.
’

i ' . . - ) - ) ?: . )
Memorandum to Nr, Parsoas . - S L . L
- . ; T e o . o U

Jt is pot kmowa why Staaford Clintoa would want to
obtain a deposition froa former SAC Melvin Purvis, but it would
appear that he is on & fishing expedition. Ipasmuch as the files
reveal mo wire tap existed Purvis would be ia mo position to - _

o give any information concerning any alleged wire tap. I
) i At such time as any request may be made by stnto'rcyl..j‘_
- Clinton or others, the request will be declined,
* ;
| S
" i i b T P
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s

=¥

.ﬁ'

Addendum IDM:hcw  2/29/60 Lt ' oy

Note UPI news ticker, 2/29/60, indicates Melvin Purvis committe
suicide at Florence, S8cuth Carolina. T AR
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ost Anything
At A Glance

"rKilother e ‘which ghould
airmeeind undo Y

fied is the sewer tax structure,
Many of our local residents
tenting rooms and spartments
are generally disgusted witk
the presen. method of asses-
sing the tax snd feel that some
sort of relief or modification i€
needed. Bome of our neighbor-

Ing towns facad the zame situ-
ation or dilemma when they in-"
stalled sewerage systems in re-
cent years. By trial and error
they managed to correct the.
situation to the satisfaction of

was made two years age when

e local tax all eoncerned. Take for emample
spwards to 70c on the one hun- s apartment owner opJ
dred dollars of arated six upurtments. In Em-

spartment operator & “hreak *'

besinessman and For the first apartment he is'
Sﬂllhennlequdluni charged $10 amnually, and for,
be persusded otherwise. It Is, sach additionsl apartment the
saderstood that a number of fee is $4.00. You ean readily,
merchants will enter an offi- set that s great injustice and:

protest Monday night w hardship is being worked on

o]
i
i
B

A}

i is convenience or service. Appar-
propesed. It is the contention ently an jmposition fs being’
and consensus of the local busi- msade on Emmitsburg apart- over $300, ;. . . ..o
ness interests that the town is ment operators. P. 8.: In addi- One evening, s 1" set
too small for anyone to ever tion Thurmont's tax rate is 60c; eabin, just talking, T played
gt rick bere and for that mat- on the hundred asx compared 'w““l'ﬂ“ﬁ&
tor they feel that taxes have i

renched -their zenith as every $100. i As 8 & -
dollar spent these days repre ———J f——’ blurted: ‘Ilmﬂhﬂ. i
sents & hl.nhhip on the m-' - ' . P L HM ) u" X "‘
weme. Tt fs highly lkely there! % ly '"Dmhl"l \ 3
Wil D& R QGREEALWNI G1 ui® aaue .y that
sewly-formed Jaycees and the lo- Pt L U ““ Tis Irom ot l:‘lo ﬂt '\
eal Chamber of Commerce at; Mr Belljnnnt_. on.nmh": have m. *
Monday's meeting to protest B Four would boen ;
the focrepse. It is felt gerier- boys .:I" mll‘l from
b mt' the .hmi-n‘ , WAy u. - *ﬂ'.w“‘ﬁaﬁt ;
That same gun thit kifled D)
Bager wae wed 3y~ Oolewd
s o Porvis to eliminate kis suffering.:
Mr. Titler™ " When we ot “bank g
Mr. W.C.Sulllvap UBA Purvis returnsd to seivate
Tele. ROOMW o lsw practics. s wniferns
Mr, IrQIed e

loeal property-owners. Compare
the difference in rates: In Em-
mitsburg » six-apartment house
‘costs $150 ... . tn Thurmont,

dha emia io AN W) Fouw tha amwma
AT TRWC 1B @UV-vY ATL SO BRAAY

with Emmitsburg’s 70c _on the
.- -

lliEmd!—-;

EMMITSBURG CHRONICLE
EMMITSBURG, MARYLAND

NARCH 4, 1960
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Dillinger Era g

B e it

Su1c1de of Agenti
Rolls Back Yearsl

|to 1934 FBI Trap

r‘ BY CHESLY MANLY - i
EL Anvmwhomumdhnedwonm

ﬂmlluelhthnnhl

Not eryg AL aeihe

Mr. Malone
Mr. M: Gaire

L Mr—R-sen
“HMr. Tomm ___
Mr. Trotter_____
Mr. W.C Sollivan
Tele, Room ____
Mr. Ingram __ _
Miss Gandy.____
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the home of Al Capone, then in a federal

, and other notorious gangsters. To this day,
tribesmen in central Africa and central Asisa make some
remark about gangstem when they meet a traveler {rom

reputation

sheriff, and nobody knews how many holdup vkttms.
y took pearly $500,000 in 13 bank robberies, one each
. Chicago, Indlanapolis, East Chicago, Ind.; Montpelidr,

fnd; Daleville, Ind.; Greencastle, Ind.: South Bend, Ind;

Dillinger’s adult pictures, including thoss cireulate®
Mmleurepugmnt. In moments of relliewhis

tween prison breaks snd bank holdups, he was a ralheg
blithe spirit, regarded as good company by his gangstes

«'m"
wltbambmchlnegun.however.hemlueold,
and trigger sensitive.

ltnubeenmdmmmgaum!nmmmm ' '

or share in the dark and corrupting evils of syndlext:
gangsterism. As a bank robber, be considerad himself
aristocrat of criminals; he was imbued with
pride, . T e AR
But Purvis, in “ American Agent,” an autobingnp '
account of his FBI career, declared that Dillingédr and M
asodntes “kﬂled wantonly, viciously, andunneeanrw

Hnuzsyunhter. T oL

-

pe, Wis.; Farrell, Pa; Bluffton, O.: chmue.o.;i

|| sentimentalizing about Dillinger and his gang.

0.,"andeCity.h. mybrokewtotﬂuu'

vl

Slew Many and Stole $

Fmpoﬂceneu,thm?ﬂqelu,albaﬂ,ﬂ.
udetem!nedmberdbldnpﬂeﬁ-smﬂln
Dillinger and his gang. They robbed 13
$500,000, hrokewtofthmprlnu,
arsenals. .

even when thejr own freedom and safety were not in jeop-
ardy.” That judgment would leave little room for romnﬁe
AT :’-
Dillinger undoubtediy was psychopsthic [mcnhlhf
turbed), tho he was not necessarily insane. Some unk:nown
physical or emotjonal shock, or some congenital - 3
ity in his constitution, probably nrped hig menhl
opment. - e ..rr,pa
' Dillinger was bm in loomvma. Ind, 4§

-t—)
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AN T5, ISHHELD UP ] - STATE PRISON .
: KILLED POLICEMAN WAY D, I3 PAROLED

SEPT. 28, (V- FURNISHED GUNS
. @Jon ESCAPE OF 10 PRISONERS
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K-STARS INDICATE LOCATIONS OF
1933-1934 BANK ROBBERIES IN
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OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA AND IOWA

ey
IR
X
11: N
"
\\j- "
.
2 K
. [t
. P

o



girl. Iprthe following September he and Ed Singleton,

Mooresville boy, robbed a 85 year old storekeeper g ouny 10 be smuggled into the prison

they hit him over the head with & lead pipe. Both were 'mlkl.‘ keptel;h promi:e and on Sept. 26

Frank Morgan Morgan offered. no resistance, but

mognmd and hter identified by Morgan. Singleton, plead-
od, aguinst: D rtnirr&ﬂvul..lm
iger was te serve 10 to 20 years

- " in the ltaie reformatory at Pendleton. :
- From tln’beginning of his term In the,reformtory, .

Dﬂunger Pore s grudge against society. He was a sullen,
troublesome prisoner. After two unsuccessful attempts to
break out, he was transferred to the Indiana State peniten-
tiary at Michigan City, where he studied criminal proce-
dures under John Hamilton, Russell Clark, Charjes Makley,

" and Harry Pierpont, all experienced bank robbers and long

mﬁn— N
* After Dillinger had been in prison nine years, all those
who had been responsible, directly or indirectly, for sending
Mm there, including Lis lead pipe slugging victim, signed
8 petition for his parole. Paul McNutt, Indiana’s new Dem-
deratic governar, granted the petition. It was a costly error
in terms of human life, bank deposits, and the public sup-
port of law enforcement qenciu but it was profitable for
floctors and undertakers.
Dillinger was released on May 23, 1033, just 14 months
ore be was shot to death by FBI agents. In that 14

.Arizona. Police Weren’t Awed

Dillinger and three of his gangsters, all wanton
] Killers, were arrested and disarmed without difficulty by
i Tueson, Ariz, policemen, who were not in the least awed
the bandits. - )

and two gangsters were wounded. - 2

wit?k he rivaled the new depression era President,
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L D: Roosevelt, as 2 subject of {rqnt page news. It was an
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recedentedepochlnbothioumﬂlmm
Before his release, Dillinger had
for

and six o
Mﬁ!WMmm o)

|to the county jail at Lima, O., a humflisting
|& proud desperado. His newly liberated pals resolved
qmturnthehvorhehaddoneforthem. On
Clark, Makley, and Pierpont calmly entered
Sheriff Jesse Sarber and said.they were police
hadeomeiromlﬁchipncnytoretumnmmm!u-
lating his parole. When the
credentials, they drew their guns, said, * These are oy
credentials.” and fired. The inded
before he could draw. - N
l{m&rbertndadeputylheﬂﬂ,
sheriff’s office, were put into cells and
banditntook&etherifﬂkmmdnhued
his cell. RPN, -
Dillinger went into winter headqulrteu fn )
On Nov. 15 he vigited a dentist's office and eluded
set for him by Chicago police. OnDec.H,Jo
leader of the 10 convicts whom Dillinger had helped to
mpetromtnemcmmcuypﬁm.unedpouusaj
Williazn T. Shanley in an automobile repair shop at 6320
Broadway, where he had taken his car to have a fender
straightened. On New Year's eve, Dillinger snd six other
gangsters heid up the Beverly Gardens, a night club on 81
Western avenue. In a gun battle there, twopellemq
2

On Jan. 15, Dillinger and Hamilton, ‘Soth arma
guns, held up the First National g
Chicuo,lnd. Pohoemm William P. omey _

~m— . .ﬂﬂ RS S
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moll, Mary Kinder, He offered Do resistance, but ‘1§
police station later he suddenly reached for his

mmpdﬁcemen.leuawedthmtbmotChiugomm

o

Makley was an'ested pext and then Dmln(cr,
without difficulty. They waited for him at a -'
which he had rented three days eariier, and caually

! him into custody when he drove up with Enlyn!‘rm
! hig hali-breed Indian sweetheart. L

Pierpont, Clark, and Makley, charged with the
of Sheriff Sarber and the jail delivery of Diltinger in

5 ,wmtumedomtoom authorities. Pwrpontwlﬂ

O AR Ry
- . LT R ."“": A 1P 2

g

gl'. % Sherift L1 K ey in leecount‘.r ail, at Crown Pmt. Was tFlnng Sq"ad Nedemfy’

W ‘ b L unmenﬂomphWWIm
=, ing the robbery and fired four tnne: at Dill.u{ger who || cess. It Is a reasonable conjecture, however, that & Jome'

.o alwafs wore a bullet proof vest. * You asked for it,” Dil- || policeman from Tucson, Ariz, weuld have gome tute -

T themrndhrouhtnﬂlluerutlﬁuudw :

" Hnger said viciously, poinnnghxsmachmegunatonalley

'l'hn policeman was killed instantly,

= d IO MALAL AL AL

S d-

1
; illinger was wanted in half a dozen states and often
reporied seen in half a dozen places at the same time,

On Jan. 22 a fire in the Congress hotel, Tucson, Ariz., where
Dillinger, Cluk, Makley, and Pierpont were enjoymg Y
respite from Chicago’s winter weather, resulted in their
eapture, Firemen became suspicious when they found ma..
ching guns and other articles of gang warfare in the bag.!
@its’ Yooms, and later identified the despendou from
graphs, - < L
% Jan, Z5 Tucson police !ound Chrk l.n at
hnhudhutrented,mdbuthimlnmmbmluion.
, his mistress, was arrested with him.

du. was arrested at a fourist camp with his

o o 4 A

4
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prisonment. L
Dillinger was flown trom Tucson o Chiuanpd

taken to Crown Point, Ind., to await trial for the

io awail trial 107 LW K&y,
of Policeman O'Malley in the East Chicago bank robbery
Ahrgemmofmoneytaken.fmmthebankhadm
in his possession when he was arrested in Tucson.- -
- . When Dillinger arrived in &orn_uw
ww lorlmmoﬂ‘lpnmwn
I.akeevmnfyp.e tor, with thelr arms aroundl

PR W

}ﬂnmger,itmuid,qmedrductmtly.h_.
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sychopathic, ‘but Not I .

Dillinger probably ias psychopathic, tho he wad 8ef
necessarily insane. Some unknown emotional or pysieal
sheck, or some ceagenital sbnormality, probably. warped
his menta] develspment and predisposed kim h‘vh!l,.

2

- Prosectutor Robert Estill (left), of Lake county, Ind., Hvec
o regrik, this picture of him posing with arm nbontjohsil
hiht,bra!ﬂ weeks later Dillinger broke jail. »'i’ o
’Medthq“hw”ormmore concerned than the-pn;s:
mtor about the propriety of such an eshibition.
g  This disgraceful incident assumed more significance o
march § whan Dillinger, holding the guards at bay with a
oden pistol which he had carved.with a razor blade and -
kenod with shoe polish, walked out of the Crown Point
e - | ) - . LY A .
oPurvis, fn his book, “American Agent” s there
Jire’ fumors that Dillinger * crossed & palm ‘with money
pny fof his excape. - - - T
frs. Xillian Holley, who had suoceeded her

S

:

.A‘llg E" :
¥ e

-

g

- LI “a.
'Pectone, Will county, Il. At Peotobe, Dear

for murder and bank robbery was of dmall consequence,
ybut by transportipg a stolen automobile in interstate tom-’

v ;
o mb B e abnba

The fact that Dillinger wai-winted by siiis Raatlimste

merce he had committed a federsl—and fatal—offense. ..z
Farly\Sunday afternoon, April 22, Purvis teceived a
ukphoneunmn.cw.hubenhem,wm
marghal in Chicago. A man named Voss, st Rhinelander,
Wk..whomthemnhalknew.dmdtomﬁhm
Dﬂlmgq,ﬁvepembeudlhmmd'hur.!nh_

staying ‘at the Little Bohemia resort, on Spider fake, mair,
Mercer, Wis. Voss received information about tha gangsters
in a note inclosed in & package of cigarets, handed to hin
by his brotherinjaw, Emil Wanatka, proprieter ol - the
lodge, who was a prisoper there with his wife and § yeaz o
son and two employes. . T N - AR
" The Little Bohemia raid was estined for'a tragle
end. lts net result was the death of one federal agent and
one innocent native, the wounding of several others,
the capture of three gangsters’ molls. There were

the raid, of which the most i

~ [
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' mtbuppuwindmdmebdge. Anlixmgsteu

 shells thrn the windows of the lodge, The proprietor, who
. 1'had come out in the cold mt.hout a coat, was given per-

{Carl Christenson, a local constabié. Later it was learned

P

failed.to obey, One man was Kkilled and the two others.a deputy

)
wers ..eunded, one seriously. As Purvis acknowledged, one e‘.‘ the molls that D

mo

thuemenhadeometotheumenohemhonl:z to drink and buried him in a’gravel pit at Oswego, Kendail cou
beer T, Az
For 3 few minutes the noise was deafening as 16 FBI |
uchmgedﬂnwﬂhmeungstemwhowmm;mmbytvodetedhuhwnuhoh

T : P&hlicdamorbraroundup.:lthcmnha:.
' dﬂdnﬂlve grew hysterical produead

Wooden Gun or ‘Crossed Pal

- Using a wooden pistol, earved with & razor blade and

manhunt in American history. . e
blackened with shoe polish, Dillinger walked out of the
Crowa Polnt, Ind., jail. It was reported, however, that
hnmlehhuupemlbleby eroutuspa]m"

myzahembmittedtommonhhhulntbm

.y kot Llnanll Mma Tomeas D—n’s-m fne o snitahle fan

got away, but one of them, George [Baby Face) Nelson,
tarried in the cabin on the right side of the lodge, where '
he was quartered, to exchange a few shots with

- After the shooting had stopped, agents threw tear gas'

mission to go to a neighbor's house and borrow one. He
teturned and said there was 2 gun baftle at the neighbor’s
Bouse. Agents who went to investigate found that Carter
Baum, an FBI man, had been killed by one of the gangsters,
who alsc had wounded Jay Newman, another FBI man, and a dimple from his chin, two slices of tissue from his cheek
: - penr the ears. Umuecenfulattempummd.b e
i Tha. toar s brodtht M cmom,mmenq" r‘m'm“mmmmmdmm, 4
b £ ol - I
it Vmug:rnﬂcmi;'ﬁedrwm.mm g inm_ao.shorﬂybdmm 'ﬁ
EDelaney, Tommy Carrall's girl, out of the lodge. When the =
mnbletomnhlt.tbeyfmdnobodydn.
anmmamwmmwmnn-

a_ Mm__an wn__.. 3 ¥W_..A2

g . ‘hid halped to eséape from the penitentiary gt Michi-

: my,mmmmumnmmm
" mmmmn-mmm
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i It may be assumed.that no

: would “rat” on an old customer for reward money, but
ﬁ' Nirs. S8age had a more compelling motive. She wad unde:

an order of deportation to her native Romaxia, which
to .

! wished to avoid, and it occurred to ber that'the Diaiie
Btates government might be so grateful for her ey
eapturing Dillinger that it would permit her to réwnsls g
. . !u&eehdmapammumm
directly back of the Biograph theater, which is 2
%... b
i Little Bohemia Raid Big Fi
T Dﬂlhgeralllﬂvenmbmofhhmmﬁﬂ
i,-' = Little Bohemia, a morthern Wisconsin resort near Merelit,
b Ilrln?urj 2 chhi when it was raided by 1§ FBI agents. Olofedenl.“
i Maum-mma:mmm . and an innocest citizen were killed and several Jm
% - = were wounded in this tragie flases. ~--—% i Gyl
%_. nbbedtball National bank of $29.5890, kmed a = - S
Policeman, and four other men. " Lincoln av. Dillinger had been going There with hix gl
; TS mmmoamppeummby.nmmu girl friend, Polly Hamilion, a waitress in a 'Wilson wwiiphd
F ;04 two companions, armed with machine gums, entered| restaurant. Poily knew Dillinger as Jimmy Lawrence, s

‘the bank, forced employes and customers to lie on the| pretended to believe that he was a Board of Trade hig
floor, and began ping up the cash. When Howard| &he had & room in a Wilson avenue hotel, but Dilliyge
Wagner, 32 year old traffic policeman, ran into the bank] would not go there or permit her tq come to his hideout
In pursuit of the robbers, he was shot and killed with a| Nevertheless, they enjoyed all the comforts of home, severs]
.machine gun. Two bank officers and two bystanders were| times a week, in the convenient flat of Mrs. Sage, wh
“wounded. Thethreebandmmenmpedmaurmwhich provided meals and full privileges—living rdom,” kitche
¥ m others had waited. bedroom, and bath. e .
¥ : * ‘Barly the next morning, Dr. Leslie A. Laird of North Mrz. Sage conflded her great design to an oM mnl
- Webster.lni.nearwuuw,mnuuedwith'agunmd dependable friend, Martin Zarkovich, a detective perpean
Joft unconscious after he was forced {0 treat one of the| in .

‘pandits for gunshot wounds. South Bend police had pur.] on Saturday, July 21. Purvis explained that Congn
Jged and shot up the car in which the gangsters éscaped. authorized payment of a $25,000 reward, in the figes
pnse plates on the car in the South Bend holdup also| ©f for

# been used on a car driven by three machine gun bas-| Ser's capture, and expressed

ts who robbed the First Nstional of Fostoria, O., of more] 8 largepartofft. . - 37 . v-g
% $1,000 and killed Police Chiet Frank Culp oo May 3.] - i Mrs. Sage was mtisfled with that
: Vulﬂu-omdnmm:er'amehinemm ! bt
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T e .. [Heature st the Biograph. 1t starred Clark
23 “an invaluable serviceé, TALKINE AMJLEgwmE- ’ E G oo W
of those needed by our country at that time.” ~ ]W'b;‘mn;:“‘ mNmmum
.,-'Hrl.SagetoldPurvisthatahe_hadgonetothelhrbroi,um"ﬁm,,m .nvdd" P“":‘n-w wa §
theater at 4110 Madison st., on the west side, and to the ) _ ' mm:he "mmm
Blograph theater, at 2433 Lincoln av., on the porth side, ot m‘“’ Aeneid, be
with Dillinger and the Hamilton girl. It was possible, she ’“‘"‘"‘;m omend, him to Msm;l’
satd, that sbey would go to one or the other the next day, r'"’“m 'But'ln“m & Sl
Sunday. She agreed to let Purvis know I & theater visit 'mmmu':lamm:wmmum" .
was planned. Alsolhopromhedtowmmmngemmm_" ' e out a8 he hed in, bet B o3
yihjch would be a code message, “ Here he is.” A came fone

S_“Y.Jﬁli'ﬂim waﬂ"*'y,@p.”d?!d_‘!m i his ited for the crowd to as M

Chicago, and the trek to the beaches started early. The
temperature reached a maximum of 101’ degrees. the women turned south in Lincoln avenge.
d;:hj‘agm‘“wmf“m““mf@f‘“fﬁmmﬂul v 0 1 but a
+ - Melvin Purvis, striving to repress his nervous excite-
ment, waited interminably, it seemed, in his apartment. m
Finally Mrs. 8age called, about 5 p. m. She had alipped out
his right tugged at his shirt,
of ber flat oy the pretext of needing supplies for supper. i
"He'lbere:ﬁ'sjusteome,"thewldl’mvn“Wemmlmmmm N WY
{
!

i
3

%k

o 0 S8, ks RS L

aither to the Marbro or the Biograph” )
: Purvis sint two sgents to the Marbro. He and another
agent went to the Biograph. They agreed to call the office
gvery flve minutes, .- . :
% "About 8:30, Dillinger and the two women arrived at the
Biograph. Dillinger wore dark glasses, 2 staw sailor hat,
gray trousers, and no coat, [TASE-
Purvis was encouraged; with =
no coat, Dillinggr could not
be earrying ¥ Weiponi
Ths two womenientered the |
theater while Dilifgger bought
the tickets. Purvis bought a
ticket and followed Dillinger
the theater, hoping to
vacant seats behind
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Purvisdeliately phrued .
Dillinger's woman companions vanished in the crowd.
In the newspapers Mrs, Sage was known as * themysterious
woman " ot a speck of red. Apparen battle of Barrington, fotr monibs Ister, tn whidh %
mwm‘:‘r"‘ﬁ-d:u“t?o}:;e 0:"":;;"6 :éﬁ looked rad ..p-..l.- Ef Face " Nelson, Dﬂ]inﬂer’l most dreaded associate
Fwofﬂanuee _ ! ) mccemru?ubucﬂnemyNo l.killedtwom.
WhenamwspaperuhﬁlBenCoben,mdmm'“hmumwmed‘ -
ocx staff] arrived at the scene to make aketches, be noticed| . On Nov. 27, 1834, Nelmandiohn!’mm ,
. : ' e wmmm’cﬂe,mm.muw_

with two FRI agents in another car. Bath cars wars ohi

- - . i "’Mtwvam‘.ﬁ—-ﬂ r
“Trust in Woman Misplaced - tp, but nbody was hurt Later tvo otber P e, B
; . . . € chased Nelson’
 Like countless men In the world's bistory and Bters- |lsc "7 iios northwest of Chicago. Suddealy, Nelsoa
ture, Dillinger was beirayed by a woman ‘A former and got out of the car. When fhe two agents came
brothel keeper whom ll::mhi:m’:&zung him, he emptied his machine gun at them. Chase joinad
Chicago, Ind., turned ope of eseaping || i1l and Nelson's wite reloaded guns for both men. #
doporuﬂontoltomnh,\ ' lis was killed and Cowley was mortally wounded.- 08
also mortally wounded, escaped in the agents’ ear, but N
poolofbloodonthendewdkwberemmngerml. When body, naked and wrapped in a blanket, was found the T

he had finished his sketches the blood had heen mopbed day at the entrance io St. Paul's Lutharan MM_!_"Q’_
A s M

Ligy

- ¥

up. “ People with handkerchjefs " & policeman explained.|Center [now Skokiel
. ‘At the Cook county morgue the next day 15,000 persons|  All of the 10 men who esciped fro ch
by and viewed Dillinger's body. Men and womeniCity penitentisry with Dillinger’s a.-imngm
for & final glimpse of the dead gangster when a2 |returned to prison or killed.” These inciuded foug Jendi
ertaker from Mooresville, sctSmpanied by Dillinger’s members of Dillinger’s gang, of whom thred weee Kills
, took hirc away in an ancient black bearse.w . " ,-@,4m,dm“'mmmm_ mipridons
M-mpnmvfmmmmmmdmmm_mmﬂy

" in the bome of his sister, mmmymm.n
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Mrs. Anna Sage—the = wom- Polly Hamilton —ber movie B
an in rad ™ wore orange. - . quewumllinnt'llut. .

Bullet shattered window of roadhouss nenr Mercer,
after battle woa by Dillinger and bis gant- Right:
posing for saapshot st Mooresville, Ind., polding &
mlndﬂuwsodenphtolhl.!nidhc‘udlnc 0
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UNITED STATES GOVER, 4ENT

Memomndum
TO : MR. MOHR Gp{ /

%.C. Sullivan _
Tele. Room
rrRoM : N. P. CALLAHAN ]G.::: -
susject: TO PAY GRATUITY TO
AND
CQYTORS/OF THE ESTA OF - ) A T .
URVIS. = , S CdrekLly

Yedterday the Senate agreed to the above resolution as amended which
provides that thé Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed to pay to
Hugh Willcox and A.P. Skinner, executors of the estate of Melvin H. Purvis, an

;,5 employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a sum equal to 8 1/2 months'

T compensation at the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death, said

Fi sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and all other allowances.

b

L The resolution as originally introduced on June 22, 1960, provided for

the payment of such gratuity to Rosanne Willcox Purvis, the widow of Melvin H.
Purvis; however, as it was passed yesterday, Rosanne Willcox Purvis
Melvin H. Purvis from the resolution.

[Pt

It would appear, ever, ugh Willcox is Iather or
brother of Mrs. Rosanne Purvis.

N O A W O
o .

Melvin H. Purvis committed suicide on February 29, 1960, and he was
formerly employed as a Special Agent of the Bureau from February 4, 1927 to

August 5, 1835. 24 § 7 - 5’7/
Enclosed is a copy of Senate Resolution 341 as agreed {@ by the Senz e

'3 with the amendment incorporated therein. No further action is necessary on‘thia

3 resolution. M

{ ; .

. Enclosure - (J{ . HM _

i o e a9\ s
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Caleadar No. 1726

o 9. RES. 341 -
RESOLUTION

To pay a gratuity to Rosanne Willcox Purvis.

-

. By Mr. Hayoen

June 22, 1060
Ordered to be placed on the calendar
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Calendar No. 1726

e SRS )

o IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES -

Jung 22,1960

Sl SR Mr. Haypex, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, reported the
s following resolution; which was ordered to be placed on the calendar

RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate hereby is
authorized and directed to pay, from the contingent fund of
the Senate, to Rosanne Willeox Purvis, widow of Melvin H.

Purvis, an employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a

G R W o

sum equal to eight and one-half months’ compensation at
6 the ratc he was receiving by law at the time of his death,
7 said sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and

g8 all other allowances. .

v - —_
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Deceased
Former Special Agent

| MELVIN x-.@vrms 2 L}J
. <)

ENTERED ON DUTY: February 4, 1927,

in grade CAF 8,
at $2700 per annum.

RESIGNED: August 5, 1935, at which

time he was in grade GS 13,
at $5800 per annum




R, Calendar No. 1726

- - enems §RES. 341
T . RESOLUTION

‘ | . To pay a gratuity to Rosanne Willoox Purvia.

By Mr. Havpex '
. b, ”.u v
1 T Jonx 22, 1060 . “
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| Calendar No. 1726

8611 CONGRESS .
Tt 2p SessioN . . 3 /

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Juxe 22, 1960

Mr. Hayoew, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, reported the
following resolution; which was ordered to be placed on the calendar

RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate hereby is
authorized and directed to pay, from the contingent fund of

the Senate, to Melvin H.

Purvis, an employee of the Senate at the tine of his death, a

3 T S O ™

sum equal tg eight and one-half months’ compensation at
6 the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death,
7 " said sum to pe considered inclusive of funeral expenses and

sl all other allofvances.

v - —— —
,, Uuzé utleey and H.P Sk:'nneé.}
;@ oy weTor) o/ the esYmle o/ " . -

o
4
i'_. ] B
|
r
. t



S - o
4T,

A

.

m&h

w mhmwmw

umw mmmmmw

a
-

_n_..wu.« -
[ &)
s\ m
8 o %. = N.
m.a..m M| P mm
OEE o 2O MS
282 § 83 ki
Eed A& nA
ni»-ﬂ%.:;é‘i
BEE 2 m geibs 42
._m d
3 m
m“ ﬁ i

e MWMh m
sl
i e

umm

.
et v -

. ,
e

Vi o i 401 AR S

I

Ui B e Tk
m. MWmuwmmmm WMmammmm mm

mm_mmm

ik

ot B

mmw
mmu;u

»m@mmmm

Ba Mhm
'F g
Mz._m

miﬁ

i

h

LRl

.,M




LA s

g - -

;~...;-:,,-|pf~‘ o
oy T

1!
i.’

|

-ty

O T

- ———

[P P
.

Trew ‘v .

| 2

et o LA, St

"':.‘- orncesy Mmd™wO. 10 { ( ( (’ ;,.:- )
) .-.HNWED STATES GOVEKNMENT v 5."'1;2':.'.‘”'

Callahgn

Memorandum 2

McGuire

{ Rosen

TO ¢ Mr. DeLoach ! DATE:  12-18-60 ool
¥W.C. Sullivan .

.left the Bureau up until his death on 2-28-60. Silverman attempts fo create the '

Tele. Room

FROM M./%nas/ y

N ARTICLE IN THE JANUARY, 1961,
N WHO CLEANED UP THE * 30'S" J [‘A (ﬂf)(fw o

SUBJECT:

eSS 'Z..___.—;——-"- - T r .

e captioned maga.zine conta.ms a '7-page article re Melvh(léurﬂs
and his exploits while a Special Agent in the Bureau. The only reference to the
author, Al Silverman, on the basis of information known about him, is one mention
that he edited a manuscript for "Saga'" magazine in 1956 which was published under
the title "The Case History of a Turncoat.' This article was actually written by
Irving Wallace and dealt with the story of an American soldier who was converted
to communism when captured during the Korean War. Silverman's name was
carried as co-author only because he edited the original writing of Wallace.
(100-404372-182)

The article in ""Pageant” is similar to many previous stories written
about Purvis and gives much more credit to his participation in the Dillinger and
“Pretty Boy" Floyd cases than actual facts warrant. The author is very sympathet
to Purvis throughout the article and leaves the definite impression that it was throu
the organization, ability and brainwork of Purvis that the gangster era in the early
'30's was brought to a close. It was stated that no satisfactory reason was given
for Purvis' resignation from the FBI although there were rumors that he had an
argument with the Director and that he was upset because steps were not taken to
prevent the deportation of Anna Sage who had originally reported that Dillinger was
going to attend a theater on the night he was killed. The article quotes Purvis afte:
his resignation was announced as saying, "Frankly, I'm glad to get out of here.'
And Silverman states that Purvis was mad a.hout something.yf( 5 7 S f‘_z ﬁ

-
=

The last portion of the article deals with Puryis' activitiama.tfo’r b

impression that Purvis did not kil) himself and that his death was the result of uf‘

accident. & d',y- 3

l’

There would appear to be no purpose in writing Sil man to poinf‘

out the inaccuracies in his article as he has obviously otiatned Pmation from
previous stories written on Purvis and any letter would only-Serve to-spgtlight the
latest story. ——tme T :
RECOMMENDATION: ‘ﬂ? y J'," :
LFor }nformation. %1 4 g 'M
SRR - A SR 1
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UNITED SFATES C =~ MENT ’ Parsens
Calighan .
Memorandum S —
. m&:‘:ur:u7
TO : Mr. Deloach DATE: 1/4/61 amm. -

Trw%
wC.s 15 «-
Tele. Hocm ___
ingram B
FrRom  : M. mes)/

 ——— S Mezrs N T wavs
The g__gm;&Mornigg News' of Florence, South Caroligg, in

its issue dated 12/40Y60, carried an account of this articlé. In noting that the

article was written by Al Silverman, the Director has asked "Do we know anything

about Silverman? H."

There is attached a memo from Mr. Jones to Mr. DeLoach dated
12/16/80 which reviews the article as it appeared in "Pageant.” The only
reference to the author, Al Silverman, on the basis of information known about
him, is one mention that he edited a manuscript for "Saga" Magazine in 1958
which was published under the title, "The Case History of a Turncoat." That
article was actually written by Irving Wallace and dealt with an American soldier

who was converted to communism when captured durinﬂ‘ the Korean War. Silverman's
name was carried as co-author gince he ed1ted Walla.ce'a original writing.

A search of Bureau indices on 1/3/61 failed to show any additional
information identifiable with Silverman gince his background is unknown. The
New York Office has been requested to determine Silverman's identity through
established contacts inasmuch as the editorial offices of Hillman Pubncations,
the publishers of '"Pageant’' are located there.

We have had favorable relations with "Pageant' Magazine, and
they have printed a number of favorable articles regarding the Bureau. The Director
saw Alexander Hillman of Hillman Periodicals on 5/6/60, and we cooperated with
him concerning an article and special picture gtory on FRHI tours. W)

We will follow closely and advise. ')?',_../ I

tECOMMENDATION:

. Far hé 9rector 8 information.

'/,1

REC-T3Y
. i

. ‘/{\Jﬁ\_
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Attn: Personnel Section
Washington, D.C.

- Dear Sir, ¢

b R

I am undertaling the task

famous and near famous people who are or were emp&gffm_a___
by our Federal govermment, The book will be <compriiea ol a

of writing a book

Mr. Mohr.
Mr. Parsons.
Mr. Belmont—_.
Mr. Callakan .—r

fﬂ-. 6{5'63;-—__
i;r. lalone

Mr. M-Guire—
Mr. Rosen.
Mr. Tiniter
Mr. Evans
Mr. W.C.Sullivan

Tele. Room
Mr. Ingram

n HigGandy

short bicgraphy of such people as the President, Director
of Internal Revenue Service, and your own Mr. Hoover,

I wish to include Mr. Mervin
0'Bryan, who use to be and may still be District Agent

at Dallas, Texas.
Universitiy.

"

hEC-149

s, and Mr.

lir. O'Eryan, I understand,was at one i
tine an All-Anerican football player at Texas Chrisiian &;f'

¥
v vould be kindly appreciated if any information gy !
rezarding birth dates, fa’ly background, and outstah_gingg
achlevesnenis,¢te, resarding these indivicuals that you g
ould offer would greatly ke appreciated
B ] Dl
“/? - y/

Your Service is doing a fine job,

"V~ 1)

“and T know, me__ i

Dave ¢~

-k

i
L]

the Anerican people appreciate it. Keep up the good 1-:01-1(',“._2\

Thanking you in advancé._I 'rema.m;

u)
£ Ny,
toa
L. 3
EEYR :
(\'}:
— YEROX
FEB 15 1961

%
._.!ZI'__'X}

REC-92 ¢

£

o« ._;-.

e m

Sincerely Yojus,

-_'u

N

2L '5’)/’!: //g‘n-.'
85 A, GFFFin
4U.S. Veather Bureau
Fairbanks, Alask

4

b704

_ a1 FEB 8 1961

-
Mr. 'rn:son_“_/.._.!l

1961

JAN-30

e
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February 7, 1361

<r | . . AIRMAIL

_ /o _
: 7' Grifiin ' ;. p E

Mr, Ross A
_¢/o U. S. Weather Burecau ’ -

p/// fer'E

s Fairbanks, Alasia
Dear Wr. Griffin:

Your letter of January 27 was recelved as

Mr. Hoover was leaving the city and he asked me to

(_ - acinowledge it for hin;, He wanted me to tell you that ase
h a matter of policy it i3 not possible to furnish the informatton N
- ~, rn
- that you requested, You may wish to correspond directly = Z
2 | Ty L Y
with wie persons named in your letter or, if deceased, e g )
with their immediate familles. i o :'\;2
[ o -
: _ Sincerely yours, X
by MLED 9 = R A
z | ‘f’ FEB - 7 1961 \/ T
- : CoMM - P! * Helen W. Gandy o
. Secretary SN
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with Ro3s°A, Griffin, It
is apparent from his letter that he is a neophyte.writer and he is going
Moo about the research for his proposed book in aVery amateurish fashion.
porsone *Bricn is former S4 who EOD 12-9-40 and resi =

s 0wl Sullvas A U : : | I - |
© Tele. Rooty e . k/ -_-’1'- i v ‘j [ ,) S L W™ s
g T L L rL e
o i "’}"':‘: ‘L / ‘.-'AG.“

Ingyram e ) .
Gandy : wirL moou L) yeceryee unir L] v \
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: Mr. Ross A. Griffin 2-7-61
ai':;
B
e bb NOTE CONTINUED: W
W, Melvin H. Purvis -b-27 and resigned 8-5-35.
' He committed suicide on 2-29-60. He has received extensive
B publicity over the years and constantly capitalized on his experience
t with the Bureau.

In view of the records of the two individuals about
—————-- -~ whom thé corrsspondent inquired, it is believed that this in-absence
letter is appropriate to discourage any additional correspondence.
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UNITED S‘tAm GOV} : ! ' ’

M emomndum
TO :  Mr. DeLloach pate: March 8, 1961

g

o .  SuBjECT_  STORY CAPTIONED\KACTION_SAGA.OE‘ S

. TEDGAR HOOVER'S TOP_IINTOUCHABLE'" ¢

| . MARCH ISSUE OF "STAG" MAGAZINE W, é;
c .

¢ BN ¢ ey

ke et .

N ; / z ’ﬂ/ N D)

; Attached is a copy of the March issue of "Stag"

. magazine which is a monthly publication; a majority of the stories
' Co N carried in this magazine revolve around sex and are accompanied

" by pictures devised to arouse prurient interest. The March issue

of this magazine carries a story entitled ""J. Edgar Hoover's Top
‘ 'Untouchable, / writtenby CurtigRodann and features former Special

< -S,

Agent Melvi .
% [67 L - 5P

o

u\’zﬁﬂ' -
. ..‘
-

o

-t

OBSERVATIONS' . Searched __7F yumbered

- The title of this story. i.sfcarrie on the cover of the 301
magazine in bold yellow type in order to attract attention to the =
feature. The story is written in a glamorous form, bringing all
the attention to focus on former Special Agent Melvin Purvis. Som
of the facts pertaining to certain cases are a little distorted and w
lead the reader to believe that most of the accomplishments of the
during the early 30's were carried out by Melvin Purvis and his men,
The article carries various photographs of infamous criminals and
also two of Mr. Hoover shaking hands with Melvin Purvis, one of which
is captioned, "Purvis gets congratulations from boss Hoover a.fter

n:ulmg John D111mger "

The Bureau extended no cooperation in connection with
this article and due to our relatipns with former Special Agent Melvin
Purvis, it is felt that no cont%; ith the publisher should be made. ;::;

REC- 72 67-96 W«zgo N

Bufiles reflect no identifiable informat#cn mﬁrtii&%

6o Roéa.nn, author of thisg article. \/

i
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INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

LOklGn g, vida) IN /’/ - "?

\
/f-

Y

§ &QRECOMNIENDATION

¥ o @ ' = None. For i.nform‘ation.
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Dwight M. Stanley Jr. ) ( . 8T ILEY
Manager - v né.' SONNEL
BERVICE

%
|

SUITE 101 MANPOWER BLDG. 413 W. MAIN AVE. GASTONIA. N. C. PHONE 8864-7T718 ;Ij

November 10, 1965

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover, (7 .

I knew Mr. Melvin Purvis on a casual basis
during the time he was alive and also his son. 1
went to school in Florence, South Carclina for one -
year and it was during this time that I became ac-
guainted with Mr. Purvis and his son.

Since the death of Mr, Purvis and after
trying to get some information together as to the
cause of this death, 1 understand that this was orig-
inally ruled as a possible heart attack, but through
some various sources I understand that there was some
question in the doctors minds as to the cause of death.
After doing some intensive reading on Mr. Purvis'
background and noting in one article that I read that
someone closely connected with John Dillinger who had
been sent up through a conviction of Mr. Purvis' had
made the statement that he would take care of Mr.
Purvis immediately upon his release from prison. #:

Y

I am not sure how correct my dates are, bwh.
from what I can find out it seems as if this gentleman "‘-.===;
was released from prison one or two days prior to Mig f

Purvis mysterious death. ﬂ,ﬂ.an

I have discussed this matter and
mation that I have compiled with Mr. Branno
with the Central Intelligence Agency, duringfmy

trip to Washington and we feel that this certaxnly
: : would be worth looking into. Mr. May is my wife's,
} Father's, Brother and this is the reason that I brought
this information to his attention and asked his opinion

vy . - g |
Tt 4 5 ~on it. -
o T \
- . /c":“"""'—d-L.f -
et / CORRESPONTENERT, |
-~ gl
Les o X !
8 /,-.5,/',‘“ ZEC. v
. " L BETTER QUALIFIED APPLICANTS e b = THROUGH MATIONAL rwl' Ll
v : ‘ ) - ST
N - mmmmmmmm ;’ - T

st LB T e . L P . Ag ~ea
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November 10, 1965

Y

If you could offer me any assistance in
this matter, I would certainly appreciate it.

Sincerely,

’Qj‘%m ﬁ-f:a/ SN

Dwight M. Stanley, Jr.
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e November 17, 1965
-t
=]
Mr. Dwight M. Stanley, Jr. oE S
Stanley Personnel fervice i E W
Suite 101, Manpower Building o =
413 West Main Avenue S .
Gastonia, North Carolina ERE
Dear Mr. Stanley: t.
3
Your gter of November 10, 1965, concerning the
g late Mr, Melvin H/Purvie was received as Mr, Hoover was
‘._ leaving the city and he asked me to acknowledge it for him.

Mr. Hoover asked me to inform you that as a matter _
s not possible to be of agsistance to vou in thia matter. ¢

‘?..
l

1#-!
1"3
by
(=g
II-H

65{

Sincerely yours,

9

r -
N 2
kA

.

o i
ot
’ s

D 10

WATLE
i MOV 171

pAis

COMM-FBI

Helen W. Gandy

Sec ret:rf ,ﬂé/ /

B
.« v w
WBHm{s:jah "~ 77
\LD. P (3) -;
N3 NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with iﬂqﬁirer. Purvis
T Tolaon EOD 2-6-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed suicide 2-29-60. He
o received substantlal pubhclty over the years and constantly capitalized
o Deloocn ———  ON FBI experience. An in-absence reply should discourage additional
i Callahan _ ﬂnrrpqmndennn J_dcipg from ‘“Qul!’}’, the gnnnirnr is unaware Purvis
i fio———— committed suicide. Inquirer doesn't specify why he seeks information
i 1 e ————- goncerning éalise of death of Purvis,- &tating heabas read that some convict
E’ Jullivan closely connected with Dlll.mger threatened to take care of Purvis upon | \X
2 Trotier release from prison and allegedly was released one or two days prior to &
0 ele. Room
" olmes Pul‘VlS ath
?(‘, guiQ___..._... Y u:o&noou 'ri»:u;ﬁn_/ unir [ | |
:-.. L e g b o - v caudiel TR _,....‘;__,,. - e "'.-'2'”"'""' e s - - .|. .
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P. O. Box 538
Waldport, Oregon _
October 31, 1966

The F.B.L
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirs:

it b - Ak s onbo

Would you please send me, or tell me where I
may obtain a biography or an autobiography of wn_@is_,_
government agent of the 1930's.

)

\:J

Sincerely yours,

(Miss) Patricj

e T T
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1337 Tast Jih South
“el% Lans Tity, Uteh 34102
ey 13, 1971

Director

n N - Ty gL S Tt - :

Tederel 2urszu ol Investizzaticn

T, T, Dersraonent oD Jutiice .

Cnskintton, J. Se 20335

02

Dear 3ir:

I+ is .y desire foNocate _oruer Federal Burzau of
o Investiration azent lelvin\rs is., ir. Purvis was with the
! Bureau durin: the early 193

K If his now-residency is unknown, his place cof dirth
P would be helpfil; poscibly, alse, ths naiden name of his wile
gnd her hirthnlace.

Any assistence you can ivi me Tl apprecintod.
Yours iraly, Ean
‘9.1/4/9 s l M(/d/"‘/
fr— . - Ae Joruzn

“ MAILED 8 e

[}
-
S
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Miss Patricia Duniap

P P -
Post Office Box 538 ‘ ' = 2
Waldport, Oregon 97394 T ™
Dear Miss Dunlap: ! E n
x e
Your letter of October 31st has been received = -2
during Mr. Hoover's absence; however, you may be sure it S -3
will be brought to his attention upon his return. - ’
While I know Mr. Hoover would 1ike to be of
assistance, it is not possible for him to furnish any informa-
tion regarding Mr. Melvin H. except that he was
employed by this Bureau as a Special Agent {from February 6,
1927, unti] August 5, 1835, .
Sincerely yours,
Helen W. Gandy
Secretary :
NOTE . Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Purvis EOD
2/6/21, resigned 8/5/35, and committed suicide 2/29/60. He
received substantial publicity over the years and constantly
capitalized on FBI experience. In view of this, an in-absence is
deemed appropriate.
5 \ -
ED:de\n‘ K3) N b g I /
MAILED & LLJF('[' -t LY e
WV E1856 |, A § 0™ bt \
COMM-FBI D > & U/ éf"'/
. P T . Ty ‘\“
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. July 28, mzﬁ
S

Miss Joyce Purvis
8039 Chariot Drive
Dallas, Texas 75227

Dear Miss Purvis:

It is a pleasure to be of assistance in reply to
your inquiry of July 21st regarding Mr. Melvin Ho%c@a, :
Jr. Mr, Purvis was born on October 24, 1903, mhohs- Sl
ville, South Carolina, to Mr. Melvin Horace Purvis and

Mrs. Janie Mims Purvis. He entered on duty with this Bureau
on February 4, 1927, and resigned on August 5, 1835.

,':gt'n
r
I regret that we do not have a photograph of k.
Mr. Purvis we can send you. I hope this data will be of aid.
Sincerely yours, A
)‘}ﬂ’ o '_:':_1 ::; Ls Patriox Gray III .
JUL 28‘19/2 - - L. Patrick Gray, III - @
- Acting Director :
. 8 -
_?:1 el ;E ¥ B

NOTE: Torrespondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Mr. Purvis
committed swicide on 2-28-60, Mr, Dalbey has indicated that there
is no objection to furnishing correspondent the data requested

v e RWE:ncr (3) - -f:;-,‘:;;c;* .

Miller. E 5.

Ponder 2L
Soyars
Welters

Tels. Room _.. 4 .
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September 19, 19 |w.
M. Ponder
M. Soyars
My Walters
Information Tele. Room —1
Federal Bureau of Investigation :yi::;m‘ 1
Washington, D.C. Ms. Herwig
Wra. Nesnan
Gentlemen:
é/(%& In looking through the April 19%6 issue of The Farmer's  *

Wife Magazine, I noticed a Podl Cereal advertisement asking

children to join the llelvi rvis Junior G-Men Club. Every-
one joining the club (by sending in two box-tops) received
a Junior G-Man Club badge.

A3 a nostalgia buff, I would like very much to obtain
the rights to reproduce a small quantity of these badges for
sale to-collectors. However, I have no 1dea h o cgnt
Mr. rurvis or his heirs. | _ ?; ZQJO

I thought that since he is a former F.B.I= agent, your

agency might be able to forward the enclosed letter (reTating

to this matter) to ilr. Purvis or his family. I have left -
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the letter unsealed, should you wish to examine it.

Manvy thanks for anv help vou mav he able to nrnvideg.“;,_
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ter Uo nson
2040 S. Summerton Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI. 48858
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I am writing concerning the lelvin Purvis Junior G-Man

e
>

badge referred to in the attzched advertisement (April 1935

issue of The Farmer's Wife HMazazine). As a nostalgia buff,

%
4

I am interested irn the possibility of obtainipg the rigats
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;ﬁ;# to reproduce, ror sale, a replica of this premium. (Because
I had no idea who to contact in this regard, the F.B.I. has

been kind enough to forward this letter to you.)
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from a novelty conpany which used to produce many of the

premiuns distributed by breaxfast food firms. As there are

a very limited number of nostalgia fans around who are

interested specifically in this kind of thing, I would expect

to meke 1ittle if eny profit. The whole project would, I

think, be more of a service to my fellow collectcrs than any-

thing else. .
My gquestions are these:

l. Iz it possible ror me to obtain the rights to do tn*v
through an agreement with you?

2. If so, what would these rights cost? (I would be
happy to rpey a reasornable percentage of the price

an~rm 1+a Aty Al Tar o~ A T Am:T A s o s

i €aCh 1venl actTxw Qd LV OWVilUe A COULAQ UUV’ uuftcvt:f,

afford any large initial payment or guarantee.)

I'm sorry to bother you with such a spz1l matter, but

there are those to whom having h an iten wculd mean a

great deal. o 8§51 Gfg Jy{ik/% - .
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' / N GH. MR PAIS, wiki. THIS NOTOPWOULS N
TEL S ADBOUT BARNUE CGAND MAD SUFT

MADE A RAD DN A SrAlL
LINDS CANK. WHEN M
G-MEN AHD | ARRIVED,
TAEAD WERE ND CLANS
PRl ...

THE TME YOU
CAPTURLD THE
BARKUE GAMNG!

MELYIN PURVES, forr'y the sce G Mo
of G brareoat of justizy, who direce
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LGCRES HOW 5 SCPAM CVART Wik SeVERAL DAYS BEFORE THE
ROSATAY THE [ANDIT CAR DRIVES CAREFUILY OWER THE RQUTE
FLAMNED TOR THE GET-AVAY, SLtECTING LITTLE-USED ROADS. EXACT -

TLLEAGEE GRE WOIFA OR Tl CHAAT WHEN THE B4NDIT CAR DRIVES "
LP 0 THE PANL, sHE MIEEAGE GAUGE 15 SET AT ZERO. WHEN THE .
CAR EOATS AWAY § 04 THT SCEND OF THE ROBBLRY, A BANDIT

CATLS rF ThE MIITACET &7 WHWCH TURNS ARE TO B MADE . ....
cx.0THI OF A MILE RiGHT TURN, . 2-%/2 MILES, LEFY TURN ETC. -
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OF THAT GANGS Cag .
A 1T SPED PasT

VAP ML THE
3 THEY VE

o AEND 1
Pwi 0. Ml PLAY ’I' -

. SANGFYING BREAMEASY,
T ThATE THEN! I'M GOMG
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i September 27, 1972
\
3 Mount Plédgant;-Michigxn 28858
: + A — ¢ .. ¢ K. 4 - EA—————
Dear Mr. Collinson:
In reply to your communication of September 18th,
Mr. Melvin Horacé)’vls, Jr., died on February 29, 1960. At the
i
; : time of his demise, his widow, the former Miss Roxanne Willcox,
3 | resided in Florence, South Carolina. Iam returning your enclosures.
% 4 Sincerely yours,
N S
; _ MAILED 20 L. Patrick Gray IIIL
v IR )
i P2 L. Patrick Gray, I
"~ FBr Acting Director
; Enclosures (3)

NOTE: Purvis EOD 2/4/27, resigned 8/5/35, and committed suicide

2/29/60. He received substantial publicity ‘over the years and constantly

capitalized on FBI experience. . T o
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

R A

TO : DIRI'CTOR, FBI DATE; 1/25/7h
ATTN:  EXTERITAL AFFAIRS

FROM J:/ SAC, 1OS ANGLLES (9u=-NEW)(C) — DIVIsIOM

1" /I ‘

o SUBJECT: ){’MF‘LVIN VIS -

7 ~ AMERICAL ITEHNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS

- / ‘ TELEVISION PILOT

; _ RESEARCH

00: Bureau

The entertainment industry publication "Daily

Variety" in its issue dated 1/2L/74 contained an article which

reported that ABC ~ TV had forty television pilots in pre-

paration for next season. Included In the list was "Melvin

Purvis'/based on the FBI Agent of the DILLINGER era, produced
: © 1 by DANACURTIS. for American International Productiona (AIP)
(4~ rrom 4 JOHN MILIUS seript. It was reported that filming would
© 7 commence 1/28/7h.

/

qqqqqq N -

The Bureau will recall that in 1973 AIP released the
motion picture "Dillinger" which was written and directed 'b:r
JOHM MILIUS. By letter dated 5/7/73 captioned "1DILLINGER,!
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS, MOTION PICTURE WITH FBI
PORTRAYALS, RESEARCH" the Bureau was advised that AIP reportedly
had planned to follow the production of "Dillinger" with films \
entitled "Baby Face Nelson," "Machine Gun Kelly," and "Pretty -
Boy Floyd." It is apparent that captioned television pro-
duction is part of th:x.s same series of productions, and
probably was inspired by the financial success of the motion
picture "Dillinger."

LWE

£ f?}(‘/n(/( 2/":’/7‘

»

(4‘/ ‘Los Angeles indices contain no information identiw-
fiable with D CURTIS and cgriqains no additional information
conceming JOHI» MILIUS. & l,-§ / / ) -

Lt 3 o ,-‘,/"'('- P
The above 1s furnished for the information in the &
event AIP or ABC contacts the Bureau for cooperation or
g | a - LTon mmavsmaadd e el Rl Mlna smvnadsvadd men At Rl L o

L T - P
u.:ia.l.auu.uue i1 COMNeCeiln Wil ULIU M CUUC VLUl OL ©CIlLS voLD=~

vision pilot,.

(3~ Bureau
2~ Los Angeles
1 ~ 94-1983 (AIP)
RiW: fet L
i (5) S
j. P oo 1w a ,.{\" )
fbr FEB 281574 7
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Memorandum | .
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Hea & Com.
Can. Jnv,
Maa, | __
| apnciion

FROM ¢ Mr. lleim tall,

S ol Ex

IV o Aton “_“___ T~ . . A v om emoa 1]
iy ¢ Ml FILANICK DAL L~i4-/4 ]

Plea. & Evel. _

SUNECT. ' MOTION PICTURE REGARDING FORMER v ‘l/' o
|~ CHICAGO SAC MELVIN VIS - Lovel Cown.
BEING MADE FOR TELEVISION Tolephone R, _

Disnerar Loep

By letters dated January 25 and February 5,
1874, the Los Angeles Office has advised that American
International Pictures is making a motion picture for
ABC-TV's {Movie of the Week" geries that will bear
the titlefiﬂglvin Purvis" or/"Purvis--G-Man."

ya

A — i r——— e, o dors - —

This film reportedly will be a "spin-off"
of the character of Melvin Purvis (who was SAC of our
Chicago Office in the mid-1930's) as Purvis was por-
trayed in the 1973 motion picture "Dillinger"™ which
was also produced by American International Pictures.
A
) Amerlcan International Pictures is well-known
K to us as an’ lndependent motion picture conpany that
has specialized in low-budget {or "B") movies, including
- : films glorlfylng notorious hoodlums. Representatives
- ) of American International Pictures have contacted us
; ' on a number of occasions in the past, but we have not (::;

A b Y« VI PR, S
At A S A

extended cooperation to this outfit.

o g
PR

According to an article in the January 30, 1974,
issue of "Daily Variety," the film about Melvin Purvis
will be the first motion picture that American International
Pictures has made especially for television.

This same article in the January 30th issue
of "Daily Variety" also indicates that well-known actor
Dale Robe

RECOMMENDATION : - - - NZ FER 19 1974

For information. We should furnish. no ceepe-rﬁ-ﬁion
to either American International Pictures or ABC-TV in connection
with the production or publicizing of this made-for-television

motion plcture.
) ¥ / 6
<~ Mr. Fran é? o) - . i
WG vag (Ga ck 6{ e 1 - Mr. Walsh o
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MDule Kabertson has been sigaed
to pur‘.r*" lhc title role in Pur-
vis—G-Man.” Amcerican Inlerna-
troral Pictures” pilot-film [or the
ABC-TV "Movie-Of-The-Week”’
series. Den Curtis wiil direct the
tilm s nicn marks AIP's first ven-

, ‘ure intu nietion pictures made es-
pecialiv for tv,

The picture is a spin-ofl of the
characier of Melvin Purvis, as por-
traycd in the recenl hit movie
“Inllinzer,” depicting expioits of
the I'LT agent,

Produciion will besin this week
on location in Sacramento and wilj
later mave to locations in the L.A.
environs. Elliol Schick 15 exec-in-
charge-of-production for AlP.

—————
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{ . UNITED S$TATES GOVERWMENT "’
“Memorandum i

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:! 2/5/7M
ATIN: EXTERNAL AFFAIRDS DIVICICH

B, LA £
b S

e

i

FRUM 5AC, LOS ANGELLES (94-2284+) (RUC)
: ;o
. SUB_}E(% TolLVIN Vis"
b ANERICAN INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTICNS
S TELEVISION PILOT
RESEARCH
00: Bureau

Ly
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i Re Los Angeles letter, dated 1/25/74.
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Enclosed are two copies of an article which apneared
in the 1/30/74 issue of the entertainment industry publication
"Daily Variety".

The enclosed article reports that the actor DALE
ROBZRT 30N has been signed to portray the title role in
cantioned television nilot. The article also suggests
[ ————"the title_of this film has been changed to,"Purvis - G-Man",
and notes the picture "is a spin-off of th character of MELVIN
PURVIS as portrayed in the recent motion picture "Dillinger".

As the Bureau is aﬂre/ROBER‘ISON is a well known
actor who has specialized in weStern roles. He was born 7/14/23,

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Lol o
Y
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Vatered-Down’
‘Bonnie & Clyde’

ANC's Tuesday Maovie of
the Week {tomprht at §:30 on
WALAT-TY 18 billed as "“Mel.
vin I'urvis, G-Man,” but it
comics on more hke a wa-
tered-down version of “"Bone-
mie and Clvde.”” No sex, no
nudity and no blood.

Not that these are requi-
sites for o Nilm about [a-
mous panpsters of the 1930s.
But for audwences used to
secinge machine pun bullets
rip people apart at thar
nciphiborhood theater,
*Melvin Purvis, G-Man'™ is
going o scem pretty tame
and perhaps nnt very au-
thentic.

What is authentic is the

‘nostalpic 1930s background,

the men wear bagpy double- .
breasted suits and big, flop- -
py fedoras, the music is tin--
ny and jazzy and the cars,
evervthing from a Rolls
Royce to a bright blue Ford,
arc enough to swoon about.

AGAINST THIS back-
ground are, for the most
part, cardboard people. The:
ill-starred lovers in this film
are “"Machine Gun™ Kelly.
(Harris Yulin) and his wife,
Kate (Margaret Blye), a
tourh gun moll reminiscent
of the babes in old Jimmy -

*Cagney movics. But instead ¢
-of being gunned down after®

an auto chase, they are qui-
etly apprchended in their
‘bed in a hotel room where
-Kate is comforting her hus-:
band who is in tears be-
‘causc he's just Jearned that
“all the loot in the suitcasc lS
‘in marked bills,

The hero is Melvin Purv
is, who is christened G-Man
.(government man) by Kelly
‘at the film's end. He is:
played by none other than
that old Oklahoma cowpoke,
and star of countless TV
‘Western series, Dale Rob-
crtson. Purvis wcars a
magn¥icent beige coat with
;8 g fur collar and a big.
iwhirt fs=ra to the” -

i

out. lle coolly lights up a

new stepte and eails [z Bis
Tomimy-gun hefore opening
fire on the Kellys., “There's
plenty of time, these gangs-
ters don't smnd a chance
against mc,”” he drawls. ‘
The showdown takes'
place in broad daylight, and
you've never heard 5o much
shooting or seen so little
blood. Onc crook cven dives
.out of a closed second story
window without causing
himscelf neticcable harm.

, . IN\VHAT IS probably the

key scene in the film, Purv-
is talks Buckwheat, one of
the gangsters, down from
his perch on the second
‘floor landing. *Son,” Rob-
ertson drawls, “'this is Mel-
vin Purvis down here.
‘You're going to have to
shoot a Jot stralghter than
that to hit me.
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don't want to dic, Mr. Purv
E ..

“It will be alf rinnt, son,™
says Purvis, his arm around
Buckwheat, Tuthng his
shoulder pently. That's a
high point of the dlalnguc

In what scems to be a

. last-ditch cffort to breathe
 somc motivation into the
- characters, Kate rejects the

larpesse of a socialite dilet-
tante and, screcams at him
about how she came from a
poor family and grcw up in
a tarpaper shack.

*George and 1 are killers

.and bank robbers,”" she

yells hysterically as ma-
trons drag her out of the

" jail's visiting room. *'But

you done this to ys."

==-==JUDY MND‘ER‘:
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Assec. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm, _
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dis.:

Admin,

Comgp. Syst.
Ext. Alfeirs
Files & Com. __
Gen. inv.
Idans.
Inspection
Intell,
Leboratory
Plen. & Evel, __

Spec. Inv,

Training

Logel Covn.
Tolaphone Am., __
Director Sec'y

The Washington Post

Washington St&Nﬂuﬂ
Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

The Wall Street Jounal _________
The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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Admin.
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e TO . Mr. Franck "~/ DATE: 4/11/74 Pt o
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ey Gon, ow,

ﬁi‘ et
s FROM  : Mr. Heim et —
"‘5,{_ " L 77/ Loboretery
‘}, H Plon, & Evel. _
iy SUBJECT: MOTION PI ENTITLED T
T . _X“ ‘..G"'MAN" .- Logel Coun.
v TELECAST BY ABC NETWORK Tolephons fla. __
o APRIL 9, 1974 Brocrer See'y —

G On Monday, April 15, 1974, Director Kelley is
£ scheduled to meet in New York City)with Elton H+¥Rule,
P President and Chief Operating Officer of the American
% Broadcasting Companies. For the past nine years, the

ABC network has telecast our Sunday night television
series ("The FBRI"); and according to Quinn Martin,

B N e e Y P - CREet R SR ——ama e

ABC-TV has until April 15 to advise whether it desires
to renew “"The FBI" for a 10th season on the ABC network
beginning next September.

In contrast to the fair and factﬁal treatment
accorded the Bureau by ABC in its telecasting of our
TV series, the ABC network featured a new motion pic- ,

ture last Tuesday night (April 9) that represented a
cheap, tasteless effort to commercialize on the name

of former SAC Melvin Purvis and his association with
the FBI, )

by W
Yu
’
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R o 2
L T

This motion picture, entiéied "Melvin Purvis,
G-Man," was.especially made for ABC's Movie-of-the-Week
feature byLAmerlcan International Pictures. It was made
to serve as a "pilot" program for possible adaptation to ,,
a television series that would dramatize exploits of the ;
FBI~-featuring the late former SAC Purvia--in the 1930's. /
The ABC Network did not advise us of its intention to have
this film produced; nor were we aﬁﬁ?rded an opportunity to
review the script. l-1l]
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Mr. Heim to Mr. Franck Memorandum
RE: MOTION PICTURE ENTITLED "MELVIN PURVIS, G~-MAN"
TELECAST BY ABC NETWORK, APRIL 11, 1974

Although the film was self~labeled at the outset
as fictional, its portrayals of Melvin Purvis and
other FBI personnel not only lacked authenticity, but they
were near-comic and offensive. Comments concerning the
film by persons both within and without the FBI have
overwhelmingly been critical. (A critical review which
appeared in the "Washington Star-News" on April 9 is

attached.)

a - '
i

If an opportunity presents itself during the
Director's conference with Elton Rule on Monday, it is

felt that Mr. Kelley might want to advise Mr. Rule of
ocur unfavorable reaction to the ABC-TV Mov1e-of-the_-ﬂgglg .

Al AV W A= =L R L Py

entitled "Melvin Purvis, G-Man" and tell Mr. Rule that
the FBI strongly hopes ABC does not plan to adapt this
film to a television series.
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RECOMMENDATION :

PR S

%ﬁq For information in connection with Mr. Kelley's
g conference on Monday, April 15, 1974, with Elton Rule,

oy President and Chief Operating Officer of the American

%X Broadcasting Companies.
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Memorandum

The Los Angeles Office has advised that Twentieth
Centugx_ x plans to produce,a made-for-television movie this

/724 /74 —-

FiL ¢ il hd F =i = #ile om.
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‘Mr. Heim e —
’ /‘ Loboratery

L 3" : Plom. & Evel, _
SUBJECT PORTHCOMING FILM CONCERNING MELVIN PURVIS ———
AND THH KANSAS CITY MASSACRE Love! Cover —
Tolaphany Rm. _

Olswerer Soe'y

'
winter taptatively entltle&w--'rhe Kansas City b oA
Massacre. Reportedly, this film will be patterned along the Y
lines of [the cheap, tasteless movie entitled "Melvin Purvis, oL
G-Man" which was made by American International Pictures BN
several nths ago and was shown by the ABC Television Net- L
work lasy April. The Los Angeles Office has” been informed, 1
in fact, Ehat substantially the same production staff which i
produced ['Melvin Purvis, G-Man" has been hired to produce e
"Melvin vis--The Kansas City Massacre” for Twentieth N
Century-Ffpx. e

7" A

At this point, a cast has not yet been hired for

the new film. Nor is it known whether DalevRobertson, whose
portrayall of Melvin Purvis was both unrealistic and objection-

able in q e "Melvin Purvis, G-Man" film, will play the role of

former SAC Purvis in the new movie.

ccordlng to the Los Angeles Office, Twentieth ‘:>

Century-Fpx is aware of the fact that the FBI felt that

American fInternational Pictures did a very shoddy job with

"Melvin P v1s, G~-Man"--however, that movie earned sufficiently

high teldvision ratings when it was shown on ABC-TV that
Twentietl Century-Fox feels it would be worthwhile to make
a second pPurvis film.

1 S,

UNRECGEDED COPY FILEDIN

¢ 109 a3
_OBSERVATTONS : S RECH0 7z v 3’ v

Apparently, Twentieth Century-Fox hopes that the second
Purvis £ilm will prove to be a stepping-stone to a new television |,

e smens——
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.f- Mr. Heim fto Mr. McDermott Memorandum

: RE: FORTHCOMING FILM CONCERNING MELVIN PURVIS .
A THE KANSAS CITY MASSACRE

. series tHpt will portray the late Melvin Purvis as principally

: responsilfle for solving the FBI's most celebrated cases, as

¥ well as r apprehending the most notorious criminals, of the

¥ 1930°'s. cursory review of material available in the Research

* Section es not indicate that former SAC Purvis played a

prominent] role in the investigation of the Kansas City
Massacre4other than the fact that he was one of four FBI
Agents or] the scene at the time that one of the subjects of
this casd, Charles Arthur "Pretty Boy" Floyd, was fatally shot
near Clarkson, Ohio, in October, 1934,

RECOMI"IEN[}ATION :

For information. The Los Angeles Office is aware that
we do not! want to lend any help or encouragement to the further
exploitation of Melvin Purvis' memory by characters such as those
who produced 'Melvin Purvis, G-Man."

.L@ SN (A4

v M

'\‘-"I““‘ o NN NW}‘M{A-‘

A AR A TN Rl i

. TR, DT
RFTTIRLE U R .i.;; e e ’
- M TR .-." Tat LR L .
PR R oL . ' .
b otae . e e R .
Lo T
L3

. '
RO
S H
ARSI
e IS
: .
nFr -
s
S e = R r oo mmr v ey — - ——
)y o - Yot . M . <t T
R IR . R . . et A .
o T4 b ) i L Lo . o . 3
o . i i . - A
B " gt DR PR .
. E v 1 8 .. L R



JAN 19 1882

) Mm e
S ~

HancheGL ¢ Tennesasee 37355

ke mptrteage e+ s

Dear ﬁ&s. Murphy:

This is in further response to your Preedom of Infor-
mation Act (POIA) request concerning Melvin Pyrvis.

Former Special Agent Mely z as born on
October 24, 1903, in FPlorence County, South Carolina to Melvin H.

Purvis and Janie Mims Purvis. He married Rosanne W, Purvis (last
name unknown),

. Mr. Purvis entered on duty with the Department of Justice
.’ on Pebruary 4, 1927, and became a Special Agent on Pebruary 1, i
- y‘ 1929. On August 5, 1935, Agent Purvis resigned to practice law

MR Rl in California.
VR

B On Pebruary 29, 1960, Mr. Purvis d&ied in Timmonsville,
ﬁ\ South Carolina, where he grew up.

¥

3 p Enclosed i{s your self-addressed, stamped envelope as
ir ‘ j this |is not necescary when corresponding with this Bureay;
L&A g
P _ f/__;f L>(£:Z
;r sinceneeggyoursgj' ‘ Yo
¥ A ,- 8o, o108
£ &Aﬂ L r—n
Jame zﬂgzall, Chief .
Pre Information-pPrivacy
Acts Section
Records Management Division
Bnclosure §§
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Dear Regquester:

This is to acknowledge receipt by FBI Headguarters
of your recent Freedom of Information -Privacy Acts (FOIPA) reqguest
j and to advise you we will comply with your request aeeﬁfuxng
' to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (a)(6)(A)(i) and
i other Federal statutes and regqulations. Additional information,

! if needed, will be requested by separate letter.

A search of the indices to our records will be made
to determine if we have the information you seek. If the search
fails to locate record{(s) pertaining to your request, you will
be notified. 1If the search locates a record(s) which may be

rnennnc1“a to vour reqguest 1+ will bhe retrisved and mrocessed

i o T W R I~ \-_‘u\-w\., T A e e A e A A e | e AR = R

according to the provisions of the FOIPA.

Your request has been assigned the number indicated
above., Please use this number in all correspondence with us.

sincerely yours,
f

s AT M, J«*’/ .

Chief .
FPreedom of Information- -

Privacy Acts Bxanch SrCTION
Records Management Division - =
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1705 Sycamere Circle ?
Manchester, Tennessee 37355
August 29, 1981

William Webster, Directer
Federal Bureau ef investigatien
‘Pennsylvania Avenue

Yashingten, D, C, 20013

Dear Sir:

EE werking en the Purvis Genealegy and have been teld that
MelvirLEEEris was an sutstanding member of the FEBI.

Weuld yeu be se kind as te send me any infermatien yeu may have
that yeu weuld net censider classified?

| am primarily interested in hia parents names, their place ef
residence, his date of BIirth and death, time ef service and any other
pertinent data concerﬁing him and his immediate familx;_

o e e o A o =

IR

Thank yeu fer any help ysu may be able te give. | am enclesing
a self addressed, stamped envelepe fer your cenvenience. |f there
ars any charges, please let me knew and [ will send my check.

———— - W

Yeurs very truly,
I

rL f{,. ‘(\‘:14.

T3
~ Mrs. Fred R, Murphy
| M Y0 - s
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FoxPA Q- 17 195/
[TName Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115
[ i i

pecial File Room, 5991, TL# 122
Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143
Attention

Return to Aﬂ?[&ﬁd_ﬂ%ﬂﬁl /Y 2
uprervisor, Room, TL#, Ext.

Tyse of Search Requested: (Check One)

[ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20)

(] Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index -
5& 30

{73 Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index)

""_§pucial WINuENORS: (Chock One) |
-« -.fZJ All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)

. '[JSubversive Search - .

[CNonsubversive S8earch - 9&

[ Main References On

[JExact Name Only On the Nuse) g
...~ .C)Buildup « []Variations 419

{1 Restricted to Locality of

Subjectmﬁ_— )
Birthdate & Place L. O- D4~ O 3 7T . rrws pori <

.- Address "'7‘ !

Localities

Search
Ri L { Date fl'éﬂ Initiate A
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Dacember 4, 1980

Mrs. Rober rompson
A6X 53

l'llt:aona'_JL o {9) Eana EE!BE-

[ Py T

hL T,

Dear Mrs. Thompson:

Your recent communication requesting information
conc2rning former Special Agent Melvin H.7Puryis has bheen
received. Although the FBI doeS not have any ad
material to furnish you, it {s suggested that you contact
"The News and Courier,"™ Charleston, South Carolina, since

biographical dats concerning Mr. Purvis.

L 4 2342l AamatTTe da &= o] Yo kb o el oua
) AavUulLiIviaGLlY s 4 LB quluc puaa;u;c LHGB Lic vauys

that your husband found was a "Melvin Purvis Junior G-Man
Corps Badge,” the result of a promotional endeavor sponsored
by the General Poods Corpocration in the 1930°'s.

Sinc;;ply ours,

Inspector in Charge
Office of Congressional
and Public Affairs

E: Correspondent's inquiry concerns former SA Melvin H.

H e vis, Jr., who EOD 2/4/27, resigned 8/5/35, and committed

I o ggcxde 2/29/60 (Bufile 67-7489). BHe received substantial
o

licity over the years and constantly capitalized on his
exnarionca
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the January 16, 1960, edition of that paper contained extensive
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. August 31, 1977
=
Mr. Christopher P. P *y.s
1356 Cherokee Rpad —
Florence, South Carolina 29501
Dear Mr. Purvis:
I was indeed Borry to learn of your mother's death
ana you have my heartfelt sympathy. Words are most inade-
quate at a time like this, but I nope you and the other
memoers ot your family will find solace in the knowledge
tnat out thoughts and prayers are with yOu in your beresve-
aent.
May God bless and coafort you and your loved ones.
Sincerely yours,
Clarence =~ Kelay
Clarence M. Eelley
Director
1 - Columbia (80-0)
Reurlet B-24-77.
_ E: Christopher Purvis is the son of former SA Melvin H.
I a ﬂ_‘——_—ﬁ
rvwﬂ/ ( urzls who EOD 2-4-27 and resigned 8-5-35.
Azasc Div.
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Memorandum
TO : Director, FBI DATE:  B/24/77
. FROM : %SA AC, Columbfa (80-0)
¢ SUBJECT: DEATH OF MRS. ROSANNE W. PURVIS
WIDOW OF FPRMER SPECIAL AGENT
, MELVIN H. VIS
'4 : .“u':-!;-;:- -';Z;:I [ R .
%‘ For the information of the Bureau, Mrs. ROSANNE W. PURVIS, 1355;::$21::;::f£
@’ - Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina, widow of former FBI Agent
o MELVIN H. PURVIS, died Tuesday, August 23, 1977, in a local Florence
: hospital after a long §11ness. Funeral services will be at 4:00 PM,
. August 25, 1977, at St. John's Episcopal Church, Florence.
‘. Mrs. PURVIS is survived by three sons, MELVIN ﬁ. PURYIS, JR., New
% York, New York, P. ALSTON PURVIS of the Netherlands, and CHRISTOPHER P. PURVIS
& of 1356 Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina.
% o The Bureau may consider sending a letter of condolence to CHRISTOPHER P.
£ _PURVIS of 1356 Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina 29501. T
X @
T N &2 - Bureau
¥ ' 1 - Columbia
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July 11, 1977
...«“ Mrs. Ruth Porter
L 2488 Southeast 23rd Avenue
o Albany, Oregon 97321
g: Dear Mrs. Porter:
¥ -
RS Receipt is acknowledged of inquiry
e which was received ip-ehis Bureau Ju{_y 1, 1977,
v regarding h.&%{g}omr employee of
o, the Federal Bureau o estigation.

Our records indicate that Mr. Purvis died
on February 29, 1960, in Florence, South Carolina.

With regard to your desire to research
Lour family tree, it is ested you contact the
tional Archives and Records Service, Cemtral
[ Research Division, Pennsylvania Avenue and Eighth
: Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 20408.

: I hope the above information will be of o
! assistance to you. .7

MAILED 18
JUL 111977

"

Sincerely yours,

&l afence M. Kelley

. Director

S Mr. Purvis EOD 2-4-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed

< suicide 2-29-60. He received substantial publicity

o o over the years and constantly capitalized on FBI

G . Des. AD Adn. _ experience, His personnel file does not indicate up-

; "f,';-_g Pep. AD Inv. to-date information regarding his relatives. Address

2 o _of Archives received by telephone call to 523-3183.

.,il . Crim, |nv.‘ — \

vl resPee _ 0N AGT:gab (3) 67-7489
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Personnel Department

June 27, 1977

Federal Bureau of Investigation
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Washington, D. C.

Back in the days wh
of FBI men, I had a

His name was Melvin

good track oY each other, 80 now I am wondering, can you tell me the
names of his parents and grandparents, so I can locate them on my
family tree? We both descended from John Purvis and Sarah Ginn who

I descended then, from William Purvis who had

17 children, as did one of his brothers, so you can see why my ances-
tors lost track of each other. :

had seven children.

To Whom It May Concern,

I would like some information, please,

when Government men were called G Men, instead
or 3rd cousin who worked for your organization.
is. However, my relatives did not keep very

If you cannot give me his parents and grandparenta names, can
you tell me any other place I can write to find out?

I will really appreciate any help you can give me, and I am in-
closing a stamped, self-addressed envelope for your convenience.

Thank you very much.

Mrs. Ruth Porter
21188 Sn E- 231'd Aveo
Albany, Oregon 97321

YBT3~

CHANE < Juu 38 197
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June 16, 1977

Mr. Wilford L. Jones
6679 Northeast Peterson Lane
Albany, Oregon 97321

Dear Mr. Jones:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter
vhich was received in _this Bureau June 13, 1977,
regarding Mr. Melvin is, a former enpioyee of
the Federal Bureau o estigation.

Our records indicate that Mr, Purvis
died on February 29, 1960, in Florence, South

WE. T, W Al N e - - A
L EE ¥ : 3 e el o ;
AL - § Qe L) he ; o
~§-’" Fon A A DI TS St WL AP - b >
L v - [P W e 1 ST ) &
. . N .‘

PEES
t oy

iz Carolina.
%?R- Sincerely yours,
oA C M Kellay
B Clarence M. Kelley
el ! Director
v ot
-,i _: ¢~ AGT:gab (3) 67-7489
e Mr. Purvis EOD 2-4-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed
e suicide 2-29-60. He received substantial publicity
W ---- - zpver the years and constantly capitalized on FBI
L experience. ,
£
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\ il ™
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Date G Entrance Salary e , i
Salary Changes ’ :
i Date Grade
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bl l‘ e dene st e gion of Snfiestigedion W S

35, Brpatiunt sf Juetice

- R L . Post Office Box 812,
Chicawo, Iilinois.
SR .'_'.. e + .'" - R P Tmee e ' +
L GHREET , oo - ' July lst, 1935
R TR - Director,-

Federal Bureau of Invest.igat.ion,
United States Department of Justice, . L
Bﬂ‘“ %" '"‘?"'"‘?&mmu " kvemie 'at Oth'Stredt, WA, 'T‘““‘““““'“‘*“ ol A

Weshington, D. C. 2, I 7 ) 56-7? —jéa ,7
Decr Zir,
In comsliznce with Section 35 of the !lanual of Rules
and Regulations, the followlng information is submitted:
P -
(a) Marital status: Unmmiedjﬂ,‘_ - /
W = ‘
(b) Nemes of Societles or organiza- Kappa Alpha (Southerm), - - -— - —-
tions with which connected: College social fraternity.
(c) Legal Residence: Timmonsville, S. C. ) -
(d) Education: Graduated Timmonsville, S. C.
High School; LL.B. degree,
University of South Caroclina.
(o) Person to be notified in Mr. ¥. H, Purvis,
emer ency: Timmonsville, S. C.
B (f) Relatives in Government
- Service: None.
y (z) Office of preference: Chicago, Illinois.
"
. Very truly yours,
ca Y ) - {
! ‘:.' m‘\ 'QNUBU 3 : "
) M. H. PURVIS, :
MHP:mwe ' Snecial Agent in Charge :

; | M.Jh_._md{:
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Plac 0, T1lin4s
Special Agent ¥. H. PURVIS
ir Charge
I. DEGREE : SCEOOL LOCATION:
'LL.B. ' University of Columbisa, S. C.
South Caroline
"1I. BARS: YEAR ADMITTED:
South Carclina. 1925
YEAR:

II17. CERTIFIED PUBLIC
LCCOUNTANTS:

L4
-

INDICATE DEGREE OF PROFICIENCY:

iv. LANGUAGES:

V. SPECTAL QUALIFICATIONS: INDICATE DEGREE QF PROFICIENCY:
(Vocations. avocations, and
miscellaneous qualifications.)
DIYISION OF EWESTIGATION
0Cls €24
U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
CH Cth. DIV ¢ JFILE

Q\ / f‘;“
QER\.F§§§.77 VWAMLe
Special Agent in Charge. ~
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TPURVIS, VELVIN B,  cap
)
T S N —
Adiress: 1l Zast Z20t% tt., Apt.: 2g Floor Zast ‘
Tel. No: ~uperior ca7s unlisted ;
i 13
Legal residence: Timm nsville, sS.C. (Charlotte) _g
3
Office Preference: None ’
Marital Status: Single Spec.Qual: i
. (B) (x)
Education:iLB (AT) (x)

Fire Arms: (ig;
E.0.D. Div: 2-4-27 (FP) () .

(WT) ()
i v G

COAn e L R B M -
Lt S

T R R
R ol R L
‘- A " . \
DEGEEE? B. viava of &, C. S Columbie, £. C,
Brlg: ' s
: i Soutsi Carolina 1925 v~ «° -~
! LANGUALGES:
S y
S SPECTAL CUALIFICATIONS:
]
/ L.T'./
T PURVIS, M. H. _ ) ‘
o VP I T e
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def -L'ggu.be fully descrived.) ... Ye8a... No. Dhy.&‘l,f.a.l..defe.cts_. .......................

) ...-_.rlarsnc:a, Lol

_________ December. 18 a;---_-._, 1925..

Washington, D. C.

e application for tppointment to the position.of Invgﬁim ZIT

jp the Dapcrtmenlnf dJustice, and for your use in this connection submit the fullowmg m!ornlhon

w0

. Name in f

.. PURVIE, LZLVIN

(ham: nnum,n {iaver uatm)

. Legul reu}]me _______________ T imtmnsnlle., 5. ‘c..

/7
§raphic address . B
A (refz¢/1903

. Ago on last W BB . Weight _.__.,140---..-.'-; Height 5..:eegt.“9_,‘
. {a) Phce rth __ Timmonsaville, 8. Q&) Present mmenshlp --.‘I!i,monsui.l,l.e

\
n&thhargmg the d : thd position noughti (Any phyu

pm——




other than English should be indicated first.)
I greduated from Tin Qnsyill_e__..i“ gh .Schod which was,. -

T ,
st - B.5tate High Schonl. I atiend d-,xneﬁ_IJnLv ersity..
. line anc’ there received ithe decree of L

. - - .
- [ ]
i e e P A W B R AR A e e e A R ET R N R EEEE e e——— e L) rvs s s s r L m R ———— .-
g gy gy g gy Sy g Sy
a
m— A EE TN e ———a - T ammE——— e e A m e dam e e e e ame et e s m—————————
-
A e m = e e e mmem e i e mmemame—mm——~mmme———— e - - - e mcceem
. .
- - e e -
[, - ) z ———— PP B
- o -
A
o — - - —— - . LA
3= 5 nr i ———
i ¥
b e e i e e e e = = b 8 = e R Rk R AL = m -
- =

SO o | ‘ IRt
S . 13. Experience: (Under this head, in chronological order, state your entire business and ,‘rofu- i

¥ sional experience, including names of employers and dates) __Sirce.Graduation. nm_xu” : .
teee University of S2uth Carolina . xithk.the degree..of-LL. B.--:L-_haxe..be ) -
p— associated itk the Firm of %illesx & Herdee. .in. the practld r e
_.-Law. Yy associztion mith “he .above. firm besan QU.d “.!3._3,3:16..-.1235{ |
; _f'_‘_,___,af;_i_-i.&-_aeeme-_at--presgnt .....During fhe past two yeaxg I have. &Q%f ) {3
: been enpaped in makins 2<justments on fire losses for varid b S

Ansurance Toupsaye¥. ~ 7
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R S oot et

. 18 References to persons weil qualified to judge as to your fitness for the position sought:

- e T Fred L, WillcOX, ... . Florence, 8. C.

't' :__'__'_ _E-__-M_:‘_g___A__g_ L_g_‘vht,a‘-;:gt,e_e_’_ ------------------ _Rl_Q.I:B_n.Q.eJ.-_As.I--—Q’- : = -
‘i * o esn Mr. R, B, Fulton, Florence, 8. _Q,__g v .

+ : TR e Rt SRR e A LR T TR PR TR P d Al D L - ,
gy A% ams L =
w5 !

v

. !

:_' N4, ivas nermcs of seciciies or organizations with which connected: T,
R SR Koooa Alpha fraternity.(Southern) .

o e e~ s p—
e g m e = —— -’--..._--::-—“——- ----------- -:‘h‘-—l-




mﬁ&nd to show your ﬁmcas fo; v

e

..............................

i

e ™S

- 38. -ATe yomnow employed? I ol give name and sddress of amploygr, and ,..ﬁ

DT rmeiibeee e

““Feceived.” Whatie the highest oompensat.:on you have ever received in any smploymen

——m - --------------.-.-..-

¥

8. 6. I do mot receive a salalry. SV

TN L ey

19. Are youin s ‘p- sition to accept temporary e:i;ployment st anytime, without previous ng

muurn this form to The Attorney General, LeparCument.
Washington, D. C.)

‘ lm—ﬂhmtdummtnh J‘hu-;ﬂmentm.cﬂﬂ‘hmﬂﬂ
uuunmk!:di-m.pplmm,,na uldbo-adop s soparate ~hapt of paper, ng-b'd'& :

':im._‘_'!'h original questioss.




