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By ROBERT THOMPSON

Washington, Pec. 4 -In an orderly, green-walled ofTice
{ looking down the cluttered esst slope of Capitol Hill, a soft-
. spoken Southern gentleman ponders daily over mammoth
| legal] volumes.

At first glance, he might be taken for a scholary Dixie lawyer—
which he is. He might also be identified as an sstute Carclina

businesaman—which he is,

He would not by any stretch
ef imagination, however, fit the
ronullr conception of the relent-
ess lawman who tracked to death
ong of the country’s most notori-
ous gangsters—John Dillinger.

Yet, the gently drawling,
slightly built Boutherner in the
Capitol Hill office is Melvin
Purvis-—hailed acreas the nation
25 years ago As “the man who
got Dillinger.” ‘

It was Purviz who, 2» head
of the Chicage office of the FBI,
led a hand of 26 federal apents
and police ofifcers on the nicht
of July 22, 1934, to the North Side
Chicagu theatre where Dillinger's
career gpr Putlic Enemy No. 1
came to a dramgtic erd bloody
end.
‘ For five hectir monthe, Pur-
vis and hic fellow FEI apents had
crased the elusive and treather-
ous Dillinger back and fortn
across the Midwest. At one point,
‘they corneted .the punguter and,.
hiz henchmen in fhe Little Bo-
{ hemia iodge in Wisconsin. only to

have him escape in a running gun
battle.

Polly Hamilton, and a former hawdy house madam, Anna Sape,
emerged from watching the gangster movie “Manhattan Melodrama,”
the gunman was shot to death.

Purvis often has been identified in print as the agent who fired
the fulal shots, arnd Anpa Sape, who fingered Dillinger out in the
theafre erowd, has been writfkn jote History as “the Woman it Red.”

Both claims, says Purvis, were condocled by ‘imaginative re-
porters,

Ther, -on that sultry July night, -as Dillinger. hid- gisl friénd,
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! The ‘'Womaoan in Red' Was Wearing Orange

As 1o the famous “Woman in Red,” Purvis says she actually
was wearing an orange skirt and he doesn’t recall the coior of her
other clothes that fateful night,

Purvis, who at 31 was just one vear younger than Dillinger,
became s national hero when he ended the menace. Looking back
on the incident today, he simpiy states: “I had a lot of help.”

Purvis now is serving the federa]l government for the fourth
time in his life.

He put in nine years with the FBI, before vesigning in 1935.
He served five years during World War 11 as & colonel in the Army
judge advacate general's office. He was chief counse] for the Senate

subcommittee on federal manpower policies in 195153, while the
Korean conflict was hiazinz.

Purvis’ current job iv one that history could prove his most
ifmportant,

Two and = half months ape, he left the quiet surroundings of
Florence, 8, C.—where he has a private law practice and owns a
- radio station-—te become counsel for the Senate subcommittee

His Job: Breck the Legal Logjam

His job is to blueprint a program that will revitalize Ameriea’s
Judicial system to end the tremendous backlog of court cases, which
[ now number 77000 across the nstjon. .

“We find the U. 8. courts are jn terrikle condition,” says Purvis.
“Some hsve case backlogs of three or four vears, and some even
Aonger.” The area of the nation most acutely sffected is the Northeast
—New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey—where thons-
ands of cases have accumulated in individual courts.

The dire need for additional federal judges and for renovation of
' what Purvis terms our “archaic jodicial system™ can best he summed

up, he explzins, with the phrase: “Slow justice means no justice.™

He now is making a coast-to-coast survey—aided by the courts,

the legal profession .and the bar smssociations—to determine what
| changes are needed.

He's Seeking o Solution That Will Stick

Re *pledres that be and the subcommittee, headed by hic old
friend Een. (lin Johnston (D-B. C.) will "pot be stamipeded into
patchwori remedies.”

"“The subcommittee thould perform a srrvice that would be lawt-
ing for many years to come,” mavs Purvis. “We need this badly.
When you see us 77,000 cases behind, you find that justice in this
conntry—of which we've been boasting—is lagging. ‘As the popiia-
tion gvows, the borden on the courts will get even worse.”

So far, Purvis has found no conclusive answers to the problem.

He will rubmit an interim report to the subcommittee by the end
i of January, but this probably will be just the beginning. .
The dapper, gray-hsired South Carolinian, now the fatber of
- three boys. saye hir crime-busting days are {ar behind him. Although
 he still quite often is pointed out in public as “the man who got
Dillinger,” Purvie sayy he would just as scon forpet the incident.

"l don’t even care Lo resd about crime.” ssys the herv of the 30s.

How doer huz current job s1z¢ Up against his determined pursit
of Dillinger? ' )

*Thix iz a challenge. but it's eo different,” says Purvis. “Omne
job wus to rid the country of mnf dug. This is net » mad dog, but

a
N ecuid be chugs if it s nyt dene,
Py
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREATU OF INVESTIGATION

WASBINGTON 25,D. G

;f';ﬁf v Pleass Refer ta September 10, 1950

. '_‘ F'
e MR. MELVIN HORACE PURVIS
"_';'.‘
,: Mr. Purvis eatered oa duty in the Federal
e Bureau of Investigation oa February 4, 1937, as a
Speciai Agent, Grade CAF 8, $2700 per annum. After
" a period of training, he performed investigative
i duties. Mr. Purvis submitted his voiuntary resig-
e nation effective at the close of business August 3,
% 1935, at which time he was receiving salary of $5800
per annum in Grade CAF 13.
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICI

e T 2T g nator James O. Eastland (D-Miss.), chairman, above

committee, by letter dated 8/1/59, received in Special Inquiry

é&f?- -h,a,,ﬂaction $/3/5%, - has requested an 1nvost1¢ntlon of Mr. Purvis,

aAnD employee of the Bubcommittee on Improvements in Judicial
Machinery. Mr. Purvis is & former Bureau Agent who resigned
in 1935.

Similar requests nave been honored for several years
by the Bureau, and {t is pointed out tast former Attorney
General Herbert Brownell and the then Deputy Attorney General
William P. Rogers, at a conference held on 6/14/54 in the
Altorney General's office, authourized the Bureau to cootinue
to undertake investigations uvi the members o! the staffs of
certain Copgressional cummitiees upon request of tae chairmsan
thereof. This agreement was confirmed by the Director's
memoraudum to the Attorney General un 7,2/54, & copy of which
wag sent tu the then Deputy Atturney General Rogers. The
Senate Committee on the Judiciary is one of tnese committees.

RECOMMENDATIUNS:

That the attacihed airtel oe transmitied to thne

rhao i uested i1pve

ng the requested i1avestigation

2. That this memorandum be routed to the Adminis-
trative Division so that & resume concerniung Mr. Purvis'
{orwmer Bureau service can be propared ENCLOSURE

Boclosure g ?~¢.,_57 y o \/ S v  |-->. - j«
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Memorandum - vniTeD states GoveRNuenT

: YO .« THE DIRECTOR & DATE:  October 15, 1989

% rmox : A, ROSENflq/ : | .5%%55?552

Y/
: r'(_ susmcr:  MELVIN aomcr:gmvrs ' Nad —

£ SPECIAL INQUIRY ' P./
SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY W -
o =t

Reference is made to memorandum to the Director_datedw
September 4, 1959, attached, recommending that an investigation be
conducted of captioned person, a former Bureau Agent who resigned .- -

wp e

S e i o, 3 E Tare b i

: 1\ 1im 1935. Results of inquiries arc sumnarized in the enclosed ”“}
\\memorandum. g o e

Current inquiries reveal that Purvis worked for approximately
. two years as an attorney in San Francisco, Califoraia, after his
?‘( resignation. Then he returned to his home town, Florence,
Y South Carol:ina, where he founded and puvlished a daily newspaper,
\ "The Floreance Evening Star,' for appruiimatel, two rears.. Jn 1941
he joined with onc Martin Schnibben as a partaner in the uwnership
\‘:E aud operat.on uf Nadio Station WOLS., Shurtly thercafter he entered

the United State., A1, as a capia:» and -erve. with the Judge Advocate

i Geueral's Cffice as a colonel betore e .. reled.ed fro- active duty

57 E :j\ in April, 1.43. ‘iv thew roturted to Flotreawe, Soutih Car ._ina, and

3. bought out Schaiben, ecirinS sose owioetr of hadio Sta on WOL3,

$. which statu  Ye ho:d- at presc.i. Fro..o . .0l te 1933 he erved as

7 '\“'chief counsel for the Suomn:ttee oo Mangower Pulicies, Post Office

3. \ and Civil Serv:ce Coma. "t ! ‘e “Toited State-~ Senate.  Siuce

3 July 2y, 1959, he ia- ees servis;, ds ch.ef couasel for the Subcommittee
g’ on Improvewent; (i Judicial Maco:racry, Committoc oo the Judiciary - -

3 of the United States Senatcoe, 75/?9, 5’7?7

0 Aaurust ST, L0440, rreder oo o oo, e :.;ﬁfbuu-picturefbf _
actor, test:fied Lefoure the Subcomw. Liee uf tie 3Special Committee é;?"
on Un~American Activitien of the "louse uf Represeatatives, seated ™ ..~

—_—

at Los Angeles, Califcraia. Ilc testified that he had met ielﬁig;iyxl}s

B
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<. in San Francisco shortly after Purvis left the FBI., He said he and -
A Purvis dined together and the discussion came around to the questioa
Toemd of what line of work Purvis would go into. March recalled that he .
A attempted t. persuade Purvis to investigate the Tou Mooney case, :
AN pointin, out that it was an example of a grave miscarriage of: justice,
grese. 7 Purvis saiu he was thinking of going with Universal Rictures and . .
fg?ﬂrg_‘ perhaps to star/in & wotion picture. He asked March what he fthou

g Y he shouid ask for as a salary for such a job. March tolg_hin.

k ' ‘vith his stﬁfding he should receive betwean i?G,GGG and ¢25,63¢

|3 gn z ] j.;q b gy / é ;
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C-Mesorandum for the Director.. - .. ii.i-.c. e et e el ,v R
B '.' A R v ) : B ) ’ :

Purvis never did go into the motioa-picture business, nor -
e ] there aay evidence that he follewed up March's suggestioa or hgad?*":
' ‘any further connection with March. This was not mentioned in the
: ¢ edclosed summary memorandum because it does not appear to- roproaont
any yuestiooable activity on the part of Purvis, appears to be
" nothinz more than. a,pminz 1nc1dont - and unco March's. tntilmy
- ":n.. Doon Eidde a matier of puo;zc recora.

--._.'-.-‘_,_‘.‘:-H'J._,' I R - .

"{mafried, on Beptember 14, 1938, ‘a "childhood s'eetheart " larie Rosnnn
illcox, who, 31 days rpvgquglx_had bacome diyorced. tron her; first. ..
] Q"Eréﬁiblld ?fg v1gpe. ‘ace, ' 't Florence ’

SOuth ~arnl

approximate y thirteen vears Mr. Purvis has suffered from ar
§ accompanied by extreme pain,

dany persons interviewed mentioned that Purvis was responsib
for the capture or killingz of .John Dillianger on Julv 22, 1934, at
Chicago. They pointed out that Purvis aad capitalized oo this by
public appearsnces, speeches and magazibe articles, subsequent to his
leaving tae FBI in 1935. Ip order tc set the record straignht, therefo:
a brief, factual account of that incident has been set forth Iln the
encloased summary memorandum stating that, although Purv:s was at the
scene, he did not fire on Dillinger, and that the over-all operation
to apprehend Dillinger was urder the direction of the 1ute Inspector
Samuel P. Cowley.

| B
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Re: MELVIN BORACE PURVIS
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JHE L s . .It is recommended that a -a-orundni si-ngrising roialtl of
ﬁﬁf -+ ++ ~ipquiries regarding Purvis be furnished to Senator James O, Bastland, -
gabvic.y v, Chairman of the Committes on the Judiciary.
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- information developed conceraing Purvis, a copy of the summary
L asmorandus be furnished to the Deputy Attorney General.
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Mr. Purvis entered oo duty inp the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on February 4, 1927, as a
Specia. Agent, Grade CAF &, $2700 per annum. After
a period of training, he pesrformed investigative
duties. JMr. Purvis submitted his voluntary resig-
aation effective at the clese of business August §,
1938, at which time be was reseiving salary of $5800

por annun in Grade CAF 13,

Memorandum prepared for the Special Inquiry Section for
transmittal to the Senate Committee on the Judiclary.

Frank Gardner

| mdn  (5)"-
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Subsequent to his separation, Purvis has received extensive

publicity over the fact that he hnd boon one of our pnrtici

agents at the time Johpy !
‘led by former Inspector

news clippings and 2lso reflects Purvis capitalised extensi

oy.

= ol Hharay
Eil 1ls 1is replete with

in respect to the Dillinger case:.. He alev clsimed credit.
handling certain cases which had sctually been handled by forms
On 1-31-42, he entsred the US Army.,
Listenant Colonel Karl Nash, who handlod CID work in the
European theater, advised thquurQ;u that he had a "

Inspector Samuel .(owley.

.. WBOTOUS .
Vi contécts’ whith Purvis ‘and ‘former ‘8A Leon Turrou and’ considercd

g : "
“"l"’\".\'?

=

TS
o e

both incompetsnt, thoroughly despised, with "yellow streaks up
their backs."” Nash advised that Turrou had been refused a
commission but one hed been finagled by Purvis and he steated
that Purvis owed Turrou $11,000. :
connection with the above "'011 the truth will gut.!"

"@ - -.aws l‘ 'b'n. :-"‘;1" }\*‘q"* gl ‘?"J’F r#‘u"ﬁﬁ

The Director commented in
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““Forgotten Man

By GREORGE KENNEDY
he other day the Ram-

sler had aome difficulty in
ocating Melvi urvis at the
Sapitol

Mr. Purvis has 1u5t taken

op his duties as majority |

~ounsel for a Sgnate sub-
saommittee on “improving
the judicial machinery.”

That there was some diffi- -

culty in loceting him was
not surprising. Thé subcom-
miittse is & new one and has
) office spsce on
-top floor (the sixth) of
- new Benate anne

" Ywhat was surprising was |

thiat none of the secretaries
s ielephone operators ¢con-
sulted seemed ever to have
heard of Mr. Purvis.

He iz the former FBI
agent credited with doing in
John Dillinger, America's
*public Enemy No. 1,” near

a movie house on Chicago’s

Morth Side 23 years ago in

mg,’ow 55 with hair ing
¥ grayin
'S the tempies but a trim
(5-foot-9, 144 pounds),
‘was delighted to hear
that he has become “the
Sergotien man”
=] hope you won't empha-
gise my lurid past,” he aaid
*This job is & serious one.’
During all his years in the
FBL, Mr. Purvis dues nol
seem to0 have Jogl his hative
South Carolina accent. At
any rate, he has it now.

et ol }——

L=

i mittee,

An-force practices,

HAS BEEN nraclicing
law in Florence, 5. C., where
he owns the radio station.

This i8 not the first time
he has come t0o Washington
on an important assignment.
Eight years ago Senator Olin
D. Johnston of Bouth Caro-
lina, who thinke he is one of
the ablest men in his State,
brought him here as counsel
for a subcommittee studying
civil service, Scnator John-
ston is chairman of Post
Office and Civil Bervice and
is a member of Judiciary.

Mr. Purvis produced a 14-
volume report in more than
two years of investigation,
calling attention to the glar-
ing ineguities of reduclion-
lack of
incentive programs, personal
favoritism and veterans'
pref{érence. Then there came
& change of administration,
he went back to Bouth Caro-
lina and nothing much has
been done abouti it.

Improving the judicial ma-
chinery is just as difficult.
Last year Paul J. Cotter and
a staff made & study for the
Senate Appropriations Com-
They found that

- cases on the old system of

| assignment sometimes

got
three ysars behind and, with
& new, improved system,
someilmes goi nine Fears
behind.

“Appointment of more

. judges would be the essiest

. ger,

solution,” ‘Mr. Purvis’ sald,
“and probably the most
unsatis{actory.” .
) e
THEN WE FELL to talking
about the o0ld days when
occurrences were more in-

_credible than the Westerns
* of Zane "Orey or.FV:- :

Purvis did not shoot Dnllm-

. ger. He didn't shoot at all

He lit a cigar. & signal that
thix was the man. ‘The
agents moved 1 on Diuilin-
who broke and ran
down an alley, reaching for

did not have. They

R Eun
i do‘.n. N ———

I _We tglked about_the kid-
napings, the Lindbergh case,

the Urschel case, the
Boettcher case, the shootings
in the Kansas City station
_when gangsters tried 1o
‘yespue & prisoner, Prank
Nash. An FBI agent, three
police officers and Nash were
killed. Purvis was on the
Ohio cornfield when Pretty
Boy Fioyd, ons of the par-
ticipants in the Kansas City
afiray, was killed by agents
in a gun duel. But there

again he ddn't fire a shot.
*] started & train once,” he

LIL 1§ 9
LAl

said. arrested
Verne Sankev in Chicagg fer
the Kkidnaping of Charles
Boettcher 11, & wealthy Den-
.verite, We wanted to take
him to Sioux City for trial
iI made arrangements with
the Milwaukee line peopie. I
!told them we wanted to put

T s
dlawu

ey in the last car of the

train, which was to be empty,

’l\ 'lM|r hn&h de- amd howa
LA S

Tolson
Belmont ________
DelLoach
McGuire
Mohr

Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
Trotter -
w.C. Sulhvun

Tele. Room
Holloman
Gandy

o LIETE

him cha.ined t¢ a lower berth

before the train started. We
didn't want another Kansas
City incident. i

“Mr. Purvis,"” said the
superintendent, ‘the train
won't start until the engi-
neer geis your signal’

“Everything went like
rlockwork. Sankey was
chained and ihe doots were
locked when 1 stepped off
the rear platform and had
the thrill of

Tralft fo bRk v FA]
_—-—.‘

The N‘nshlnﬂon Po-t and
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The Washington Dally News —__ ~
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New York Herald Tribune __......__
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Dillinger Killer
Gets Senate Post

i

By the tated Prems
Melvin H. , who alded
{ITPrIatTy ThE Tafeer of John
Dillinger, the gangster, was "
named yesterday as chief 5
‘ counsel of a new Senate -
Judiciary subcommitiee.
Mr. Purvis, 55, an FBI agen
in the early 1920z, led & grou
that cornered Dillinger in 8
Chicago theater. The boodlum:
was shot to death trying to
escape. ]

Announcement of Mr. Purvis’,
appointment was made by,
Senator Johnston. Demoerat.
of South Carolina, Senator'
Johnston satd the new sub-
committee will conduct a sur-
vey of the Federal judiciary
machinery to promoie economy
and efficiency.
S . _ 7

——

A—,
: The Washington Poat and

Tn;-’ Herald ' '
The Washington Dally News

The Evenlng Star ﬂ__.-—‘ F

New Yoark ﬁ-ruld Tribune
1

New York lourmnal-American
New York Mirror
llew York Daily News

- .

New York Post -~ %%
The NHew Yourk Times
The Worker

The New L eqder

The Wall Stteet Joumal

» Date -

. AUG ¢ 1959
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| Dillingey Killer [
Gets Seriate Post |

Br ihe |,’ asocinted Press
Melvir H{ Purvic, who aided,
in ending the career of Jonn;
‘Dillinger, the gangster, Was)
hemed Yesterday as chief|
counsel of a npew Senate
Judiciary subcommittee. [
Mr. Purvis, 55, an FBI agenf’
the early 18305, led & gro
t cornered Dillinger in
Cago theater., The hood]
a5 shot to death trying to
pe,
Announcement of Mr. Purvis’
appointment was made by
Benator Johnston, Democrat |
of Bouth Carolina. Semt.ori-
Johnston said the new sub- |}
cormmitiee will conduct a sur-
Wy of the Federal Judiciary
Hiachinery tc promote economy|! !
jnd efficiency.
|

R L]

&
v
-
The Washinglon Post and - i
e S e e P Herald - 2o iy

The Washington Dglly News — .
-2 e
The Evening Star -

New York Hetald Tribone % -’

New York Journal-American
New York Mirror
New York Daily News '
Naw York Post .._...___.._._,:.-_;.... e L
The New York Times -
The Worker

The MHew Legder

The Wall Street Joumal
%
Date il o

e kMM L e e



Bl i o T

e

. !’v.'ﬂ;t'.

S it R LA

w,;_,_

5 : .
- - l
Killer John Dillinger (above) tried
fo shoot it out in final showdown.

MELVIN PURVIS, sow a lawyer and rodio stotios

olerted his office to the grectest police rendervoss
is the oanals of Americon crime. Recently, ha bas

.

3 —‘;* : '+ | been techrical advisor for CBS-TY in its docemen-

. .lary series on the lives of Americaon criminals,

" ]h' B By MELVIN PURVIS

(As told to Jim Connr
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70 | ownes in Florence. S. D., wos Chicogo’s top G-man-.
N 25 yeors ogo, whew the Hosh come throwgh thet-

o e e

~

- Dillinger?

On the 25th Anniversary of Our

Most Notorious Gangster’'s Death,
! ex-FBI Agent Melvin /Purvis Reveals
the Story Never Before Divuiged

The Washington Post and

Times Herald

| S Tolson ¥
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IVE SHOTS rang out. Five shots
caught him as he clawed for his

the shots was mine.

Twenty-five years ago next Wednes
. day, shortly before 11 p. m. on the night
! of July 22, 1934, John Dillinger,
America’s most vicious criminal, was
gunned to death in an alley next to the
old Biograph movie house jn Chicago by
Federal and local agents led by me.

_{rounding the death of Dillinger. Few
people really know, for instance, the
names of the officers who shot him. Of
course, I know. I was there. Then there
was the “woman in red,” Mrs. Anna
Sage, the bawdy-house madam who

son for turning stool pigeon?
Over the years, there have been more

half-truthe and pure fction written

about Dillinger's last hours than pos-
sibly about any othdr criminal.
This is how it really was:

’ receiving reports that Dillinger was in
= ) the Chicago area. At that time, 1 was
P special agent in charge of the Chicago

office of the Department of Justice's
- Division of Investigation, which was the

forerunner of the FBL

On July 21, Sgt. Martin Zarkovich of

- the E. Chicago (Ind.) police repo
that he had a hot tip on Dillinger's
whereabouts. The criminal and his girl
friend, Polly Hamilton, were in the habit
of making frequent visits to Anna Sage's
apartment in E. Chicago. The informant:
Mrs. Sage herself.

"..- On the afternoon of July 22, a Sunday,
I received word from Mrs. Sage that

pistol. That’s how Dlllmger died. One of .

Even today, there are mysteries sur--

fingered Dillinger. What was her rea-

By July of 1934, our agents were -

Dﬂllngerwuphn toukeherlnd

-Dd!rﬂ.nmutontonmoﬂeﬂu
She didn't know, howsever, if they wer

EREEATYY ) aswTYA Y wa) an  w=

going to the Marbro Theatre. on the
West Side, or the Biograph Theatre at
2344 N, Lincoln Ave. We made our

plans for either theatre.

~ But it was to be the Biograph The
feature film: “Manhattan Melodrama,”
a gangster thriller starring Clark Gable,
William Powell and Myrna Loy. Twenty-
! seven Federal and local agents, including
mysell and Zarkovich, were staked out.

near the theatrs,

Howwerewetorecogmnbﬂllnzuts

Wehndmvernenhhnhu*to_.g

We had his photograph, and Mra, Sage

was to wear a red dress. It was up to

' me to make the \dentification. - 3;_1&

.- F.‘{vag

AROUNDBNpm..Iuwamup-
proach the marguee with two women,:
one of them the “woman in red” The'
man was coatless, he sported a -small

mustachs he woare osld.rimmed Aark-

BMOLELIAT, S YYWA Y g wALETA MIALMIET WS Lewas mm

glasses, a straw hat, a white shirt. Hav-
ing committed countless photos-of Dil-

linger to memory, I took a long ha
look. Yes, the man was Dillinger!

rd

The deadly killer calmly purchased
three tickets (admission price, 30 cents
each) and entered the movie house
with Mrs. Sage and Polly Hamilton. -

We had originally planned to take .
Dillinger by surprise inside the theatre.”

The ides was to take & seat behind him,

pin his arms and capture him without

raising a fuss. But the closest seat
* I could get was three rows away. The
movie was packed. We decided to tak

him on the way out.
So all of us waited, and walted.
was the longest two hours and fo

I
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(g —dicd—that 1 took full responsibility,

WMiles in my life. My knees kept

hitting together the whole time and I
nm a doubie hiich in my stomach.

~ ‘The movie was over at 10:34 p. m.

t came Dillinger, escorting the wom-

"1 waited under the marquee, for

1 had the responsibility of making the

Mentification. When I was absolutely

certain that the man was John Dillinger,

I lighted a cigar. There I was noncha-

lantly puffing on a stogie as the gun-

.and_his party strolled right in

t of me and headed south on Lin-

Ave,
The cigar was the signal of identifica-

that the man under observation was
Dillinger and that we should take him.

As Dillinger moved away, 1 gave a

m"‘ "l Il‘- gnal It— Was & Wi -wwp e!

arm. Anyone who saw it would
lmowthttitmennt “Let’s close in"

WE had previously arranged that
the other agents would run if I ran, walk
if I walked. etc. In that way we would
all get to Dillinger at the same time.
No one wanted to win that race and get

to Dillinger first, and alone. __ .. -

So 1 moved in from behind. Othe
agents sauntered out of a doorway.
Another came up on Dillinger's right.

twon. When I struck the match it signi- - The bunters moved.-in eloser. Suddenly

-

We have you surrounded”™ =~ .. ™ :
’ Dm!nmwhh-hd.pwouhmd“
Jook about him, then made a dash
freedom down the alley, drawing
automatic pistol as he ran Five h
nngout.l"ived:otlau;hthhu

o LA _fea B

ciawed ior hDis qlu!._ xm'mw

lnxerd.ied.

! ,i Sy

onekmwl. Themenwhom
and I was one of them—made a

never to reveal who actually fired 1
shot that killed him. Now, a quartey

a century later, the pact is atill

1 have been credited with cs
him. 1 have been credited with
him. All I have ever said was that |
the group that captured Dillinger.
Iwhatlmnd on. After ali, does it-
Imatter that much who killed A S

T s e e

...JF

- “-l’n\‘-m'}.‘-
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o ner e OﬁwMemordndum . -UN‘ITED S'I;AT-E-S GOVERNMENT

1o ;. DIRECTOR - DATE: 7/24/59 o
'4’ Tonsf,nlva__

Bel-en

FROM :  Clyde Tolson

’i‘.’.'»':"-‘f‘ ~a

SUBJECT: ‘

+--ihat fermer.Special Agent-Melvi vis will be brought to
Washington soon by Senator Johnston to serve as Legal Counsel
for the Senute Subcommittee inquiring into the functioning of
Federal Courts. He stated that he understands Purvis is
anxious to get one more year of Congressional gervice to
quality for Congressional retirement.

CT:LCB
3)

; , Mr. L. B. Nichols advised me that he understands ‘I
" “:\ﬁ!_k:‘,.:..:"v-t'c'..'-"(i.."{l."l-:,'\r a- . e,
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CORRELATION SUMMARY .
¥ain File No: 67-7489 Date: - /70 /. "7
(See Search Slip for other / /
main files) PV, SR
ek SAREASe S
Subject: Date Searched: 9/6/59
Meluin Homcea"urvia Melvin Purvis
... _.One Pyrvis .~ Melvin H. Purvis .
LU Med Purvis 1 T wesl 0 Meluyn Purvfs -0 Lot
¥. H, Purvis P/ 2y 02
Found As: | T e owr widiz S0
eNyin HoracelPurvis. WelvinAParvis "

A Ve lvi g‘\iwm
Melvy rbis

Also Searched As? Horace Puryis
M. Horqce Purvis

This is8 a summary of information obtained from a review
of all "see” references to the subject in Bureau files under the
names and aliases listed gbove. All references under the above
names containing data identical with the subject have been
included ercept those listed at the end of this summary ae not

hrenin~ haon »antsmadd nAwm dhnease Aatavwminasd +n Anamdmnin dha amnma
ravEng VECH FOUSCWRU, UF LAUVGET LUBULCTTReneG VO CURVGN Liie GUMO

information as the main pfile.

This summary i8 designed to furnish a eynopsis of the
information set out in each reference. In many cases the
original serial will contain the information in much more detatl.

GOYE T AND IS TABLE DISS A

R Anglyst Coordinator Amm
B r ot
f ‘/\ Josephine M, Kelley Theda _\!.ﬂ Yyncan . r. C. Eaaaer
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R Additional Informaticn..eeessscsssscsascddditional information appearing
v in this referance which pertains
i to Melvin Puruvis will dbe found

3gw: ; in the main file or elsewvhere in
2T this summary.
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A letter from a Bureau Inspesctor dated 3/1/37, stated that
waile on @ road trip at Madison, Piscsnsin, Chief of Police PRayne of
Fisconsin Rapids, asked as to whether the resignation of Melvin Purvis
had been due in any part to his drunkenness at Wisconsin Rapids
during a convention two years ago.

62-48105-1

(17)-
A.Bureau memorandum dated 2,27/48 cdncerns an article on
Walter Winchell {subject of 52-31515) which appeared in "Collier’s”

magazine on 2/28/48 and sets out the differences between the article
and the material furnished by the Bureau.

The Bureau text stated that the Director received a
telephone call while the article stated he received a telegram. IThe
Bureau text stated it was from a SAC who was subnitting his resignation,
the artifle stated, "It was the resignation of his top deputy, Meluvin
Purvis.

62-31815-535
(15)

on o/2/s5,
Hollywood California in a letter tc the Jirector exrprzsssed hiscdegire

to work with Meluvin Furuis on g contemplcted "G-Lan picture™ +o be made
*y Metros Goldwyn Mayer studio. He also felt that if the Director
"somehow would tip off Meztro Goldwyn Mayer that I am suitable for such
o job to collaborate with Yr., Purvis” he (Klein) felt the boost from
the Director would help.

AR

anlosed a copy of the letter he had written that
day to MG, in which he quoted the "Hollywood Reporter” of 8/6/35.
The quote stated that MGK was negotiating with Melvin Purvis to work

on a G-man story that would end all G-men stories and that the Director
would probably pass on the completed script before production started.

advised that the Director had not agreed to cooperate with MIM

On 8/14/35 the above correspondence was acknowledged and.
an! !!at he had no knowledge of Purvis' plans in preparing a motion

L picture.
Director's notation.

80-7-299
(6)

SI 80-7-300
(6)~
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- brought against her.

-

On $9/30/35, M. H. Purvie under subpoena in behclf of Mrs.
Anna Saje called at the office of the US Attorney In Chiczgo to advise
he would be out of the city until 10/3/35 and was served with a
subpoena for that date. JIn a statement to the press, Purvis advised
of the Bureau'policy of protecting the identity of persons furnishing
information but that since Mrs. Sags had made the fact known she had
Jurnished information aiding in the apprehension of John Dillinger.
Purvis stated how he felt concerning the deportation proceedings being

62-29777-6467
(30~

By letter dated 10/10/35, to the Bureau, Mr. Walter A. Futter,
President of Futter Studios discussed the motion picture, "The 3$200,000
Snatch” and the use of members of some law enforcement agency to take

the place of the representative of the Bureau, other than Melvin Purvis

vho was available to Mr. Futter.

7-1367-2972
(9)~
SI 80-7-330 -
(21}

A letter dated 12/15/35 from Robert Newbern, inmate of the
prison at Waupun, Wisconsin, complained that he was framed and sent to

mmsanm Am +ha Aahmwman dhAad ha had wmabhhad +ha Feom fd Deamir md Ifdmam Tomsan
H' ro VI Wi UG Lt L yc it v 1T (R L5 2% FVUUT W 1244 .4 4 uJ b LREIER B EPIIVIRIICCS

Fisc. He claimed his innocence and stated that in his series of
articles to be written for the "Red Book" magazine, Melvin Purvis
would name the man who robbed the bank.

87-36-29
(21)~

The Central Office files of INS co

TS My <S89

ntain a copy of a complaint
Siled in Superior Court of Calif., in and for the City and County of
San Francisco by Ivan Francis Cox as plaintiff. The exact date of

Jiling ta not set forth in the file.
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An amendment to paregraph 35 of the complaint mentioned
Arthur Kent as a person with whom Fredric March, movie actor,
corrzsponded relative to communistic activities. The amendment also
mentioned Melvin Purvis, "Zr-Dept. of Justice Man", as a correspondent

of March. (pl47l)
Additional tnformation.
39-915-619 p.1764

(). .
Dl OL="rooId=IU (Aagrviona
(13)— Information)
SI 61-7559-2151

(13)u/

In a memorandum to the Director dated 3/3/36, it was stated
that the Bell Publishing Company, NIC, wanted to present the [first
medal award to be given each month to persons outstanding in law
enforcement work, to the Director. Because of the possibility of
setting an embarrassing precedent 1f the Director accepted, the
invitation was declined. Mr. Peterson of the above mentioned Company,
stcted that the first award could be given to Melvin Purvis, but
preferred to make the award to the Director. It was erplained to Mr.
Peterson that Furvis was a private ciltizen end could do almoat
onything he wanted to do in the wey of accepting awards.

62-39245~5
Changed to
94-3-4-228
(16) -

On 3/3/36,
questioned by the Chicago 7 represented
8 being employed in investiga rk for the government.
also stated he had advised several individuals that he was a

s A ar_w.

"pogom jriend of Meluvin Pyrvis.

- 47-10165-11

(12)-




The 5/13/36 and the 5/20/36 issues of "Prince Gsorges Post"
published at College Fark, Md., carried articles by Arley Ray Unger
entitled "Brown Study." The articles concerned the Bureau and the
Director and made several disparaging remarks about the publicity the
Bureau had received and particularly condemned the activities of

-

é . Melvin Purvis and others of similar tlk.

3

P 62-43511-2

£ (16)-

-

£ On 8/17/40, Frederick March, stage and screen actor, testified
H before the HCUA in Los Angeles, Calif., regarding his knouwledge of

£ CP activities.

Mr, Merch during testimony stated that he had been Interested
in the Tom Mooney case and had apoken, (date not given) to Meluyn
Purvis about it. He further stated he had correapanded with Arthur
Scott concerning the possibility of securing Purvis' atd in the Mooney

case. Mr. March also aduised that Purvies had asked his (Morch's) edvice

on making a motion picture at Universal and what he should receive as a
aalary for the picture.

Dies C'Ommtttee Erecutive Eeartnga,
Yolume #3 p. 1398

(37)-
b7D _furn ished a letter dated 6/3/36 and posimarked at
#lenada, Hregan, caoressed to Arthur Scott, Herald Hotel, San Franisco,

Salif. from Fredric March, Movie actor.

P v et AN g e

(continued on next page)
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: The letter stated, "The friend I contacted in S.F. after

seeing you was Mr. Melvin Purvis - er - Dept. of Justice man, of

: Dillinger fame. He ts studying law in S.F. now and I8 connected with
" the Safeway Stores. He was interested, but must proceed moat caorefully,
- as you can understand.

?v L

- Mfelvin Purvis, His address is: 301 Lombard St.
. . . . Exbrook 3700 and bus: - 81§
&JJ;T! e . —— :, e C'T'OOde' l‘t Nat. Bkl Bldgc, A .-‘
- ' Exr 37727
;-ﬁ; .

Beo 39-915-649

[ (11) -

i ST 61-7559-1812

- 13

. (13)

;_ On 6/25/35, a Bureau Agent from the Los Angeles Field had
o lunch with iir. Martin iooney, employed by the United Ariists Studio

R Sl

:,':g?'}’.—,__

in Los Angeles, Calif.

In the conversation during and apfter the luncheon, Mr.
Mooney stated he could not understand the activities and conduct of ,
Melvin Purvis since he left the Bureau. Mr, Mooney felt that Purvis'
activities had tended to cheapen him and Mr. Mooney advised that Purvis
was to make, as well as probabdbly write a series of cheap-type serials
and take an active part in acting in the pictures himself.

62-35765-52
Changed to
94-4-4856

(16)~

On 8/6/36, Miss Marjorie Mathis, reporter o " r
b Med concerning her intervi
‘ Miss Mailhis stated that was critica

ureau and its work and had stated that rector was not
the btggeat or most capable man in the Bureau and that Melvin Purvis
was really one of the aces of the Bureau.

-
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On 10/29/35, during a special tour of the Bureau, Mr.
Harry Marder mentzoned that he was connected with the newspaper, the
"Bogton Mirror'" and that the paper was running the 'Melvin Purvis
serial”. Mr. Marder gave the impression he did not regard Purvis'
attempt to publicize himself very highly.

¢ -2-621
(22}~

T .- o . S ,,. - e .. Toes e

A

A Bureay memorandum dated 11/5/36 stated that on 11/2/36,
Mr. Frank Waldrop had visited the Bureau and during the course of the
conversation, articles written by Melvin Purvis came up. ir. Faldrop
advised that as he reads these articles upon publication, he feels
in his own mind that they contain material he had prepared for a
special series of stories. He specifically mentioned atatistzcs on
bank robberies which had appeared in one of Mr. Fhruzs articles.

94-8-56-10
Changed to
94-3-66-10
(23) —

b7c on 11/15/35, (R : : : ine:
statement and in an inte w atonton, orgia, stated he was a

"Junior G-Man" working for Melvin Purvis of Chicago. He displayed the
badge and credentials he had received from General Foods, Battle Creek,
ich,

47-12265-1

(11) .~

on 3/18/37, Mr. Clarence Morrill, chief of the State Division
of Criminal Identification and Investigation, Calif., advised that he
had learned that Colonel Henry Sanborn, publisher of the newspaper
"American Citizen" had definitely made the statement that Melvin Purvie
was an important cog in the CP in California and was actively engaged
in communistic activities.

It was the opinion of the SAC at San Francisco that the story
related by Sanborn was untrue and absurd.

61-7550-545
(13)v
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ﬁ% A letter dated 5/21/37, to the Bureau from Clarence Francis,
;? President of General Foods Corporation, NY(, discussed the advertising
A campaign and in particular the advertigsements in which Melvin Purvis

i was referred to as a "G-Man", Mr. Francis advised they were corrascting
e the advertisement to read former'G-lan”,

;§;' on 5/25/37, the Bureau acknowledged the above communication
Ly and suggested that it would be helpful if the General Foods Corporation
: i:i,%;_couldrindicq;q'thatrﬂt.‘funpighnga“nq longer connected with the Burecu.
e 94-4-648-5 '

e r‘ Krs lokn Durvis stated she was the wife of

= whom she married under the name n Purvis

g+ . rs. ruis advised that on one occaasio da told

8

il
R

her he was & brother to Melvin Purvis, former G-¥an.

31-45673-25
(10) -

A letter dated 8/4/37, Howard Pate, R.F.D. #2, Branford,
Connecticut, encloged advertisements for Post Toasties. One of the
advertisements announced Mel Purvis "G-Man'" while the other aduvertise-
ments announced Mr. Purvis as former "G-Yan' as star performer in

color-comic and newspaper adds.

g PP
i . riviakg o
Vi j!'ba o g ._.i"?"'. .
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i~
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On 8/18/37, the above correspondence was acknowledged and
enclosed advertisements returned to Mr. Pate.

94-4-648-7
FPhjtoatat of advertisements enclosed)
36) -~

s s PN TRCRERI S, =Y

In o letter to the Bureau dated 6/24/36, from Emma Maynard
Fichtelman, 1317 Esat 24th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, Mrs. Fichtelman
advised that iIn June 1927 she had given information to the Department
of Justice which led to the arrest of Roy and Ray Dedutremont. GShe
then stated that the November 1937 tssue of "Red Book Magazine” carried

g

o Tan
SENITNR

ES a story entitled, "lan Hunt” by Milton MacKaye who prepared and edited
i "Under Secret Order" by Melvin Purvis. She complained that the story
- gave her such publicity that she felt she was in danger and sought
i permisston to carry her gun.
46-380-255

(13)v

-9-

P

- ' ‘ . st -,
. S . ‘
- ) N Eree e L
L . . . 'f"-i?l"'"’ . L y .
- Yy " BRI




CC T

During early 15938,

jded at the home of
During an interv
ey state t by numerous stories represen self

to be a "G-Man”. When asked if he knew Ne Purvis, he stated that
he and Purvis were just like this, indicating with his fingers that
they were very close friends.

: When wasg
apprehended by the Chicago Field » writing
and matiling extortion notes to three Chicago women. age 14,

had in his room at home, a pamphlet purported to have Déeér prepared by
Melvin Purvis, entitled, "Instructions for Solving Crimes and

Apprehending Criminals.”

9-341547
(10) -~

A news item captioned "Vor Pop" subtitled "Weluvin H. Purvie
Nominated For Gold Medal of Valor™ was clipped from "Liberty" magarxine
B on 3/19/35. The item, a letter froma Dr. ¥. L. Davidson nominated
S Purvis because of his "untiring zeal, valor, and courage in getting rid
of archcriminals of the country.”

R .
i

- 61-7566-880X (clipping enclosed)
b (2) -
e
B
i A Bureau report dated 3/31/36 at Newark, N.J. set out an
b interview with Warren T. Sparks, Superintendent of the Identification
Fle Bureau of the Sheriff's Office (address not legible). Mr. Sparks
N advised he had received an extortion letier and was under the impression
,g'h that Melvin Purvis was still working for the Buregu doing under_cover
B work on the case.
¥ 9-2733-80
f«}i%‘ (10)“‘
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" was intervieved at
the Elbert lounty Jail, Georgia, at which time he displayed a badge

bearinq cription "Secret Operator - Melvin Purvis - Law and Order
Ftrol’, maduwed of sending a bor top to Purvis and subsequently
l_‘wzcer.ving adge and had then studied fingerprints, the inatructions
being given by Purvis by correspondence. FHe denied making represent-
ations that he was a Federal ojricer, but highly prized the badge and
carried it with hinm.

Information taken from report dated 8/10/38. ' i ... LliTitiuc

47-14587-1
(12)-

A memorandum to the Director dated 2/15/39, stated that t1f
Melvin Purvis was appointed head of the South Caroling State Police
Jorce he probably would replace A. ¥. Bohlen who wwas in charge of the
South Carolinag Motor Vehicle Bureau. Mr, Bohlen requested statistical
information from the Buregu for use in hearings where he was itrying
to prove that there was no need for the type of State Police
organization which the Governor of the State and Purvis apparently

destred to form.

62-45001-31
(17)-
— morandum to the Director dated 3/30/39 regarding U.S.
Attorney is had repo hat
Attorney
was engag in irregular esses

pho were geuer used, ggg lhgt a witness racket extsted in the

- : 62-52964-2

(17)-
SI 62-53502-6
(17)
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A memorandum to the Director dated 5/13/39, stated that
the Bureau had received a letter, no date given, under the signature of
Richard H. Jacobson, publisher of the "Standard Opinton", Chicago, Ill.
wherein it was stated that he assisted the Bureau at the regquest of
Melvin Purvis when the Bureau needed money several years ago. Jacobson
stated that his life had been threatened through the mail and that he
had contacted the "Department” and that the matter had been referred to
the Bureau.

- - [T T L

P T S 9_453?'.'.'3 s T Ty e
(10)

on 7/12/39, Mr. Fred H. Kury of Scripp Howard Newspapers
visited the Bureau for the purpose of interesting the Bureau in the
purchase or lease of telephoto apparatus. Mr. Kury advised he had
i visited the Bureau at the suggestion of Melvin Purvis who had just
been sold United Press and telephoto service for the evening paper he
was publishing at Florence, South Caroclina.

T

¥

82-32788=-52
(15).

Attt OREAt

A Bureau memorandum dated 11/20/39 listed articles which
appeared in the "Police Reporter', date not given. The article captioned;
'g'amoua Er-G-Man Praises Work of Police Officials” referred to Meluvin
H. Purvis, fomer Special Agent of the FBI., A short article written
by Mr. Purvis and his photograph elsoc accompanied the article.

""";.,ﬂ:“f

94-8-76-31 /
(6)-

EEE S o \“_\_c,

Robert E. McIlwaine, Boa
1939 or early 1940

B

bic whad been employed a8 a writer for the re en
ar”, Florence, South Carolina. This newspaper, was started by Melvin
4 Purvis.
§ 100-339880-3
o (24)v

j On 4/30/40,
bic | eter (victim of 9-6119) forwarded to

4/26/40, Campbell, Ohio, addressed to
b The lettermied for monsy and containe

Jiim

er pos
and signed
owing quote:

(continued on nezt page)
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blc "Please-do not break up my Uncleg home with the F.B.I.

Agents. seeeeessces About Melvin Purvis I think that it was his duty
in a way but he didn't have to brag about it. #hen I meet him I just
want to talk with him unarmed.”

-5119-1
o 3 0

9-61
(10)

o On 6/96/40, the SAC at ‘the Sasvannah Qﬁftcc, while in Ilorwnoe,
South Carolina, met . H. Purvis, publisher of the "Florence Evening
Star”. Mr. Purvis asked no direct questions regarding the Bureau, but
inquired about the welfare of several Bureau erecutives. Purvis

volunteered to cover any leads in his city for the Savannah Office.

66-3579-2209

(34)-
By letter dated 9/18/40, Melvin Purvie communicated with the
Bureau regardzng an individual, then in Florence, South Carolina,

suspected of "pro-Nazi! acttvittes.
Fare )
Ur. Purvis’also ezpreased regrets that he had missed seeing
the Director when he,had called to see him two or three weeks previously.

On 10/16/40, the above communication was acknowledged and Mr.
Purvis thanked for hias courtesy and interest.

65-4832-261X1
(19)-
SI 100-139276-1
(2¢) .~

on 10/18/40, The Office of Senator Hattie N. Carraway telepho-
nically contacted the Bureau, asking for the address of Melvin FPurvis.
Mr. Purvis was editor of a newspaper at Florence, South Carolina.

Pencilled notation: Senator Carreway's office advised 10/18/40.
94-5-813-2 |
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g Nevada train wreck
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r of 4r. and Mrs. Elmer Gray of
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stdiec ne ngad mportant information C
on £/12/38 and the kidnapping and mur
Denver, Colorado on 8/5/5?.
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7-3331-1X
(10)
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neral Gullion said there was no longer any need for the FBI except

in a minor capacity, working under army supervision or in labor

b‘lo districts in the interior of th as the Navy and the Army were
going to take over the coasts. further told Vanderbilt that
Melvin Purvis would soon emerge a8 head man in the War Department in
,charge of all investigation and that Purvis wanted no part of any man
who has worked for you. -

v’g‘
®a

62-33783-254
(15)~

4 memorandum dated 3/11/42 stated that Captain Melvin Puruis
was g member of the group centered around Major General Allen ¥. Gullil
Provost Marshal General of the U.S. Army. This group contemplated a
Military dictatorship in the US and whose abjective was "to put the
Jews in their place' and to remove the "left-wing friends of Mrs.

Franklin D. Roosevelt” from public affairs. (No source stated).

Ofiy

100-54623-4
(2¢)

A Bureau memo dated 7/20/42 stated that on thet date, Al
Goldstein, the NY representative of the "St.Louis Post Dispatch™ 1in
a conversation with the Director, told the Director that there was a
rumor that he (the Director) was backing Purvis in the Provost Marshal
General’s Office. The Director, of course, denied this. (No further
erplanation).

100-94623-9
(46)
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In a letter to the Director, dated 3/27/59, Mr. Murray K.
Grier, Post Office Bor 1235, Gastonia, North Carolina, advised that he
e wis a member of the first FBI training course given during WForld Mar
Two at Fort Uglethorpe, Georgia. Mr. Grier highly proised the
courtesies @Ttended to him on ’7/29/42 by Captain Melvin Purvis in

nnnnnn F. R S -amem mm ol domdk a8 Ll Y N P
bUH!lc.'l-l.lvUH w‘l b“ wu.' UG’T'IUUH 51.115306 WUy GG L/ UJ M e uricr o JUO"GJ".

Mr. Orier asked for Purvis' address, title and birth date, and after
praising articles written Lty the Director asked to be placed on the

i . Bureau matling list.

F:-'._; Lt e o e o T S - . ‘ o

B On 4/2/59, ‘the Bureau acknowledged the above correapondence,

% placing Mr. Grier on the mailing list, and also advising him that the
: Bureau did not maintain current addressea of former employees.

33-1-35-574

(11) -

{
* A Bureau memorandum dated 11/20/42 regarding the Counter
% Intelligence Corps, War Department. discussed an article which appeared
* in the August 1542 issue of the American Legion magazine which belittled
E the Bureau and definitely indicated that the CIC was the real investi-

: gative agency in the country.

American Legion and Chief of Folice, Manchester, N.H. advised that while
P he could not prove i1t, he was very much of the opinion that Melvin
v Purvis was behind Thomas M. Johnson in writing the article. Ec atated
% that the Provost Marshal'’s Office was uor.suanuy trying to take over

the work which was properly the Bureau'’s and cooperating pelice agencies.

; | Ur. James 0'Neil, Chaimman of the Americanism Commiseion,

62-70609-3
(17) -

T BT

S

On 10/20/42, the SAC at the Knozxville Office declined an

invitation exrtended by Major Melvin Purvis to speak at the graduation
erercises of the Provost Marshal ’I'mininn Center, Fort nnlet);grpp.

Georgia on 10/23/42.

NG e

b

3

] 94-1-30651-1

5 (22) v

A Bureau memorandum d

- w Wt’d Furn

; had furni njormation in answer to the Bureau
inquiry COBCErning the purpose of the school, students and instructors

at the school. There was no indication that Melvin Purvis had been at

the achool.
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An addendum to the above memo, dated 11/1/42, set out the
statement thot it had been determined that Purvie had been at the
school in the spring of 1342 but was believed to be in the office of
the Provost Marshal at Kashington, D.C., at that time.

100-138395-2
(22)~

% sureau ana wavircs o R - <o
*. Bureau and advised that had made

some wild statements concern!ngﬂe ﬂrector, sgaﬂng'mh;"(t;;"

Director) would soon be replaced by Melvin Purvia, who would take over
the FBI and 0SS.

62-101380-3

(19)-

SI 62-101380-4 .

(19)~

SI 62-33783-369 (By letter

dated 6/18/43)

(15)~
Thiao wafamanns 18 ~ Dhadnatad AP n rame T4am AlTinnad Feam
dfewead erenie &5 G [fMOLWUILAT Uy U ACWoe s Ll CLsypypol Jivm

€
the Faducah, Kentucky, "Sun-Democret" pfor 7/22/43.

The article was extremely critical of the Director and
commented upon "his treatment of Melvin Purvis, ......" The article
Jurther stated that Purvis stood the haging as long a8 possible, then -
resigned and was of that date a key man in the office of the Provost
Marshall.

82=-29244-4
Sun Democrat 7/22/43
(14)~

As of 10/12/43, Lt. Colonel Melvin FPurvis was Erecutive
Officer to the Provost Marshal, General Joseph V. Dillen of North Africa
stationed at headquarters, North Africe. (Source not given)

62~19253-1016
(1¢) «

=15~




On 12/4/44, a Bureau Agent attended a conference at the Yor

Crimes Commission regarding possible adoption of the Bureau's pfiling
system by that organization. It appeared that the above group

Commission) had visited the Office of Strategic Services on 12/1/44
and the Bureau Agent learned that Colonel Melvin Purvis had visited
the 0SS, and in all probability Purvis was the instigator of the viait,
but at no time did any official of the Commigsion mention that Purvis
was along.

ST ione  Bureau Agént'hot;ﬁﬁfhﬁt-ébfoﬁel Purvis was always kept -~
: busy on some other matter whenever the Agent engaged in a conference
or meeting with officials at the War Crimes Commission,

While at the 08S, John Langam of 0SS took o punch card and
punchecd on it Colonel Purvis' name and typed on it the information:
"Colonel Melvin Purvis, the former G-man who shot John Dillinger.”
Langam told Purvis he might like to keep the cards as souvenir's and
with that Purvis laughed as though he enjoyed the situation and placed

the fifteen punch cardsin his pocket.

62-76878-6
(18)v

A news item captioned "Famous Former G-Man Is Major In
Fashington" was clipped from the "Carolina Sheriff and FPolice Review",
1945. The article stated that Melvin Purvis was a major in the Provost
Marshal General's office in Washington. It also stated that Purvis had
declined numerous offers to play a leading role in a movie depicting
John Dillinger's bloody crime career.

62-66461-4A

"Carolina Sheriff and Police Review",
1945

(17)~

On 1/31/45, during the morning news broadcast at 7:30 over
radio station WIOP, the news announcer mentioned the FNar Crimes Diviaton
in the War Department. He stated that Colonel Meluvin Purvis was
connected with the work. ~

82-76878-12
(18)~
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A news item captioned "Purvis Nomed By U.S. To Track Down

Nazis Accused Of Atrocities™ was clipped from the "Cincinnati
Enquirer” on 2/&/45.

The article announced that Colonel Melvin Purvis had been
attached to the Judge Advocate General of the Mar Department to direct
the capture of Nazi culprits.

o N _ The article also mentioned Purvis' assignment at the
>F. . Cincinnati and Chicago Offices of the Bureau, 1530 - 1934.

62-76878-4
"cincinnati Enquirer" 2/8/45
(18) -

SI 62-76878-4 .

_ "raily Erpress”, London England,
12/11/44
‘ (16) .

This reference i8 a news item clipped from the Night Report
#1563 of Overseas News Agency, 8/18/45.

The clipping stated that Colonel Melvin Purvis would
probably be named Chief American Investigator of War Crimes. Colonel
Purvis had been quietly working on important war crime cases in
Fiesbaden,dermany for several months.

65-700870=-4

"overseas News Agency" 8/18/45
(18)~
r— the allegation
that opatpd threa
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NY, was interviewed.
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advised that in August or September, 1545,

aske to loan him money to be used to make deposits on
on sur g nt property ae soon a8 it was released.
also advised that contact which would help

ther had been
hat contact

m obta
So told by
RIS in the

vernment was

L] e DY _R/NrO_rr « 27
s N [ A& I ‘J.UJ.
(21)

f

:
-18-

h Y e S . . -
r ) . . "': .w_ d
. R o
. - - i 1




¢« <”3

PRI RS B | , TR JUN | VI Y I R 5 VA R,

The news column caprionec Oroaawady  wrivven uy LAnTYn
Falker was clipped from the Washington Times-Herald of 9/16/45. The
column stated that Colonel Melvin Purvis and Major Leon Turreu were
in the Heidelberg, Germany area, 8supposedly checking rumors that
Hitler was in hiding there.

94-4-3657-4
Washington Times Herald, 9/16/45
(23)u' :

made the acgquaintance of while a train trave ng
between Ch he had been in contact

and advised the former
uation. When Mr.

identipfied himself as a Special Agent of the Bureau,

vised he was personally acquainted with Melvin Purvis, and

indicated he held a great deal of respect for the Bureau.

R 100-344642-1
(2¢) ,
SI 100-829-531

el -
(%)~

A Bureau memorandum dated 6/13/46, reflected that in a
conversation between a Bureau Agent and Lt. Colonel Ted Mathewson,
Counterintelligence, Tokyo, Japan, Mathewson inquired as to how the
Bureau regarded former Agent Melvin Purvis, since it was felt that
because Purvis was well known he might assist the Army as advisor on
police matters in Japan. The Bureau Agent advised he had no information

as +o how the Bureau m'l.nh‘l" ragnrd Purvis

Mrw s

67-409533-63
(20)—

In late 1946 or early 1947,
Chicago who was attemptin
8 wtfe, adviged he had retained

i a8 an investigator to assist hinm. e advised 8
2 'f time employed by the Bureau and that he wcs a verymal fricnd of
g ﬂblvin Purvis. .
i h 47-36363-1 i
L, f1a) 1
- | L9/ v P
f'
3 -19-
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A Bureau memo dated 1/13/47 stated that Dean Bolling of
Vashington University had invited the SAC at St. Louis to introduce
Melvin Purvis who was to speak tn St. Louis, Mo. on ”Tuesday evening"”
on the subject "Can we lessen crime in the United States”"

L= Y el

to dtscuss the labor situation.

i?jm, The SAC was aduised to decline because of other commitments.
Lk
Il
v 94-1-13268-28
wove
4% SHE S
- while represe
28 a8 @ oecret Service Agent, atned over $5,000 fron
3 'y b S Fayette, Arkansas between ﬂbrch, 1944 and July, e
i-!"-f,.‘_‘l 7_C A2 claimed that the Director and Melvin Purvis visited hi nr'e i

Information taken from letter dated 2/3/47.

47-36045-24
(12)-

On 6/26/49, a person who identified himself as a friend of
Melvin Purvis telephonzcally advised that a woman had arrived in
kashington on 6/25/49 and had gone to 1740 Pennsylvania Ave.

anonymous complainant advtsed he
e o

65-58365-787
(20)v

This reference is a newspaper clipping from the "Ranama
American® of 3/€/£O captioned, "The Mail Box", which was forwarded to
the Bureau by Daniel E. McGrath, US District Attorney at Ancon, Canal
Zone. The article headi"Cry the FBI" is a letter to the newspaper,
signed by Melvin Purvis, Jr. in which he lays the bdlame for Russia
i having the atomic bomd in the lap of the Bureau and then goes on to
s state no one dares criticize the Director.
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On 4/13/50, the Bureau advised Mr. McGrath by mail that it
did not know the identity of the writer, that former employee Malvin
H. Purvis was last known to be operating a radio atation at Florencs,
South Carolina, and did not have any information that he was in the

Canal Zone.

i 94-8-702-15
o ' (23)/
gﬁgjﬁjgg;?~‘yf;ﬁokgfffri,f-{;&’t.,y}kt:j;:fﬁgg;;ﬂ;,iﬂ;;:_“; LT et
!?ﬁ; In a letter to Mr. Nichols, dated 4/5/51, William F. Buckley,
AT Jr. (subject of 94-42995) enclosed a short biographical sketch about
ﬁfﬁ his father and his activities in Merico. Mr. Buckley also estated his
i Jather had recently made the acquaintance of Melvin Purvis who spoke
gg ' very highly of Mr. Nichols. Mr. Purvis and Buckley, Sr., were lunching
A together on 4/7/51 prior to the annual steeple chase races. (Place not
Y given).
. :
94 -42995~4

(23).—

A letter dated 10/4/51 addressed to Mr. Melvin Purvis from
Ralph Bizby, ¢/o The Salvation Army, San Bernardino, Calif., was made
available by Mr. Purvis on 10/26/51. The letter was very incoherent
and rambled on about various subjects.

Bureau files showed Bixby to be a mental caase.

Marginal notation: "10/29/51 Mr. Purvis advised that previous
reports indicated Bixrby is a mental case.”
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information regarcing Melvin Purvis. Mr. Talters had attended achool
with a Melvin Purvis and believed the former Bureau Agent might be the

gsame individual.

On 11/6/51, the above letter was acknowledge and suggested
that Mr. Walters communicate with Purvis who had accepted a position
with a Special Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Post Office and
Livil Service, rsrmytis, o |

62~0-50637
(13 )~

This reference is a memorandum dated 3/17/52 enclosing copies
of information in answer to a questionaire received from Melvin Purvis,
Chief Counsel of the Senate Sub-Committee on Federal Manpower Folicies,
seeking information concerning organization and méthods work.

62-63526-32
(18) -~

on 3/28/52, the two sons of Melvin Purvis, with a friend came
to the Bureau for a special tour. At the end of the tour they returned
to the Senate Office Building to meet their fathers. Melvin Purvis, Jr.
was very enthusiastic about guns and apparently he and his father have
¢ joint collection of all types.

54-2-27585
(22).~

bb mformer Bureau Agent,advised he had had a long
talk with vin rvia, who informed him that he was discouraged over
the possidility of accomplishing anything in view of the set up of the
Senate Fost Office and Civil Service Committee. Mr. Purvis indicated
that it was a hopeless situation and that he, Purvis, would be glad

to leave on 3/31/52, that he would leave sooner except he had promised
to remain and get out a report.

It oppeared that one Joseph Albert Keefer was the man behind
the scenes directing the inveatigattng staff of the Committee rather
than Melvin Purvis.

62-83526-28

Lm o

(18)~
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On 10/24/52, Roger Touhy (subject of 62-98259), through his
attorney, filed a complaint for civil damages against the Director
and additional individuals, including Melvin Purvis, to recover
31,500,000 damages resulting from an alleged conspiracy to deprive
Touhy of rights as guaranteed by the US Constitution and laws.

Information taken from memo to the Attorney Genersl, 10/25/52.
62-98259- 5
(19)—

On 2/18/54, the Assistant Attorney Ge

" gThy er makes reference

)i Robbery”and the following of interest to this summary 18 quoted.

%;‘ "You may check where Mr. Melvin Purvis, came across 8o much
{ money in 1953. He paid $#350,000,00 deposit on the franchize on the
s new Television Station that is going through Jefferson Standard. 4lso
)

paid City Councilman Stone, $50,000.00 to drop his application in for
the same gtation. I do know Mr. Purvis in 1950,/951 and 1952 was
hunting for money because some of his radio announcers at F.0.L.S. had

e to find other jobs because they were not making enough money to take
g care of their fomilies. In 1953 Mr. Purvis and Chief Price, & Ken

gﬁ Corbit, became very good friends.”

7 63-623-7

N (Photostat of letter enclosed)
(19)—

£ .

3

7 A Burecu memorandum dated 2/19/53 sets out contacts with the
§n' A New York Office by the Columbia Broadcasting System in preparation for

the television program "You WNere There' to be broadcast on 2/22/53.

On 2/18/53 it was learned that the above program regarding
the apprehension %f John Dillinger was inspired by Melvin Purvis and
because of Purvis' interest in the script, the CBS-TV technician was
not given a detailed tour of the NY Office.

$4-4-925-242
B - (22)
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By letter dated 2/20/53, William Dozier, Exrecutive Producer,
Dramatic Programs on CBS Television, NY(, advised that the script on
"The Capture of John Dillinger”, which was used on the program“You
Are There' was prepared in close consultation with Melvin Furvis.

On 2/27/53, the above correspondence was acknowledged and
Mr. Dozier was advised that many realistic and honest facts had been

ignored.

94 -4-925-245
(22)—

In early October 1955, the steering committee of the
"Committee of 52" circulated a resolution calling for preservation of
constitutional government and racial segregation. ZEramination of the
resolution showed that Melvin Purvis of Florence, South Carolina, was
a signer of the resolution. (Source not given) *

105-42793~1

(Protostat of resolution enclosed)
(24) .

SI 105-42793-3

(25) -

On 10/16/56, Mr. David MclLeod, Mayor of Florence, South
Carolina, advised that he had discharged Julian A. Price as Chief of
Police in Florence because he was inefficient, immoral and conducted
a personal tari business, the driver's of whom were known peddlers of
whiskey after legecl hours. Mcleod stated his strongest opposition
was Melvin Purvis, and that he had heard indirectly that Purvis had
bitterly criticized Mcleod and haed indicated he would run for the
Mayoralty in the nert city election for the exrpress purpose of defeating
Mcleod so that Price could be re-hired as Chief of Police.

62-75147-49~79 encl. p.6S
(18)~
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105-56429-8 p.8
(25) ~

A los Angeles Office ailrtel dated 7/3/56 advised that Warner
Brothers were concerned with securing releases dealing with the
partrayal of individuals in the motion picture "The F3I Story™ who were
still lIiving.

In regard to Mglvin Purvis, he was not included in the
script, nor was his name mentioned, however,he was present at three
instances brought out in the story. The Los Angeles 0ffice suggested
that the Bureau furnish the Legal Department at Warner Brothers with
Purvis' address.

62-1043
(not in

A memorandum dated 7/11/58 to Mr. Tolson from Mr. Nease stated
that the Los Angeles Office had been advised that the Bureau felt it
unnecessary to make contact with Melvin Purvis in 8o far as obtaining
a clearance was concerned.

62-104323-190
(19) .-

The following reference is a Tesur Log and therefore is not
being abatracted:

Reference Search Slip Page #
65-36696-616 ; (20)7
-8 -
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REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUWMARY

See the search slip filed behind file for other references
on this subject which contain the same information (SI) that is set
out in the main file. If the source or informant is different, it
will be noted on the search slip.
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ent at the University at

bia,

L
Y .y
. &

Senator Olin D.[way to cut that many miles of
ton's recent appointment of/red tape in recommending IheFBIoﬂiceinChhgohﬂu
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5 FLORENCE, 8. C, Feb. 3
) — Mild-mannered Melvie
3 vhocg 1 teams shot
down John Di er and Pret-
ty Boy Floyd in bloody gang-
ster cleanups of the 1930s, died
by his own hand today.

Purvis, 56, who had left the
FEI in 1935 te follow careers
n 1aw and hroadcasting, shot
himself with a .45 caliber au-
tomatic pistol in his home
here. His physician said he
had been depressed lnd in
poor health recently .

Coroper William T. Eaddy
sald a ‘sellinflicted -shet
through the jaw brought death
¥ before noon in the up-
hallway of his bome.
wife ran from the garden
hen & shot rang out md
und the body.

Pame Through Dillinger
. Twenty-ive years ago,
s, a law graduate of the Un
B ” of South Caroling’

edipkkedtemofq
lagents as ngent—tn-cbnrge [

BEIICS. .
: ’It was the Dmln;er shoo‘t-
: that brought Purvis as
; ‘headlines. © Dillinger,
ed “the most brazen outlaw
Jesse James” walked
put of a Chicago movie house
the night of July 22, 1934, and
xto a fusillade of shots from
men when he started to rumn.
Dillinger had been sought
tross the country for at least|
3 murders and bank rohben-l

. alick-haired desperado’
. et death in a cornfield north

02p00L, Oliluyepmagy|
f"'

ago to help prepare recom-.
'mendations for the improve-
sment of Federal justice admin-
Istration for the Senate Ju.d.l
elary Committee.. - = - ~

11 Purvis, born Oct 24, -1803,
jat nearby.Timmonsville, 8. C,,
4 survived . by his wife and|
three gro n sons Hemm
Armyoﬂieer!nWorldWar
and - investigated ’
Sgainst accused

Ingram
Gandy

The Washington Post nd_LB

Times Hesald
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Btar )
New York Herald Tribune

Hew York Journal-Ametican

New York Mirror

New York Daily News

New York Post

The New York TimeS e
The Worker

The New Leader . oo o
The Wall Etrest Joutnal
Date
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'PurvisEnds Own Llfe Hotreood mate s mome]  Molove
| §fenturing Mr, Purvis and his McGuire
Inon Dillinger KillingW\& e
n On l Inger l lng Purvis’ role in Tamm
th the eapture of Dillinger. Trotter
PO o T O Sl | Mr. Purvis was in the W.C. Sullivan
(AP}-Melv‘l.r.’/ . one of { many hasardous skirmishes T -
the team iwhich shot Gun- hich ] s Tele. Room — _
man Jonn Dillinger in the 1930s, W Ingtam
was found dead at his home dwest. He demonstrated
today of a seli-inflicted pistol tedly he was without 1 Gandy

shot. .

Mr. Purvis. president of the
Florence Broadcasting Co., np-
erating WOLS in Florence, had
been home il with what had
"been diagnosed as Bfu for t.hu
Elast week and a half.

His office said he came down
with the flu in Washington
three weeks ago. He had veen
there, hiz office said, in con-
nection with work as chief
counse! of the United Btates
Senate Judiciary Committee on
Recommendations for Improve-
ment in the Administrations of
Federal Justice.

! Coroner Willlam T. Eaddy
; it was a self-inflicted

Boaund undsr the ia

studying clvil service. Mr. Pur-
( Found by Wife vis produced a l4-volume re-
Mr. Purvis. 56, was found port in more than two years of
'dead in the landing of an up-(investigation, calling attention
stairs hall in his home by his;to the glaring inequities of re-
.wife. Mrs. Rosanne Purvis sald (duction-in-force practices, iack
ishe was In the yard when a[0f incentive programs, personal
u(hat sounded. favoritism and veterans’ pref-!
hm’]. hysis Dr. erence, H
quhL:r Meade, ,l;my L:rnnmu However, Mr. Purvis was belt‘
‘had been depressed and in badJKnown for his work as an FBI.
Ihellth recently. gent.

In an interview last
Mr. Purvis was appointed lwith a reporter for The
iast August as chief counsel of Mr. Purvis explsined that
the Senate Judicigry subcom- |did not shoot Dillinger,
mittee by Senator Johnston,] He said he lit a cigar when
Democrat of South Carolina, a [DVlinger walked out of a Chi-
longtime personsl friend and cAgo inovie Az & signal

. t.hnmum man. .

. The Benator's office said ’
Senator Johnston was “grieved m by Otber "‘““
;and upeet” after besring the| Other agents then closed
of Mr, Purvis’ death. - lndl.bonhedemndom

Mr, Purvis stayed at s hotel llppnrentl:r reached

‘While working here aa the sub-] 3Mr. Purvis, who at
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les Boeticher,
other desperats ¢

While serving ag ﬂ:n
agent in charge st Chicago,

Irvis alen Binerwisad e seeas
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Aleorn, kidnapers
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The Washington Post and
Times Hetald

The Washington Daily N

The Evening Star&_"_m
New York Herald Tribune
New York Joumal-American
New York Mirror
New York Daily News
New York Post
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The New Leader
The Wall Street Joumal
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§ UNITED szTas éu.E(MENT ( (?
] Memorandum

TO : Mr. Mohr paTE: February 29, 1960
{ &\ :l.:t?ulhvun J—
Toil Hoon
FROM : C. D. DeLoach G""

SUBJECT: FORMER SAC MELVI]GURVIS

For your information, we have been deluged with calls from the f

local newspapers and wire services for information concerning the suicide of
Melvin Purvis \TCBAY.

We have confined our remarks to the fact that Purvis came into
the Bureau on February 4, 1927, and resigned August 5, 1935, while Special
Agent in Charge of the Chicago Office.

SRR L

1
N

i3

The "Star" and United Press International (UPI) have asked if
the Director had any comment, and they were advised that he was not readily
available to comment at this time.

[ £

Donovan of UPI asked if Purvis was in charge of the raid that Rl
killed Dillinger, and Kemper told him no, that Inspector Cowley was in charge
of this raid.

“ RMCUIAY AR AN e e gt Ly e

L RECOMMENDATION: }Q ’

¢ 7 Files will be checked and a letter prepared to Mrs. Purvis if
e deemed advisable.

’ 1 - Mr. Jones / ’)7.77 , /j /%

ECK:geg

R R =T

- ’
L R
. .\--',:h,_\d* .

e o — .~

A
Cef M 35



o o ?

l!r D I
Mr. Maln e___ _
Mr, Mf-Gulre
V Mr. Rosen_____

My, Tumm___
Mr. Trotter_____

Dllllnge

Y A

- «,t“

LOS ANGELES EXAMINER
DATE Py

L & o . 15" S"5ELES. CALIF.
Purvis m,w.pmm- EDITOR_ifond b (Woghond

£, sithoyeh this you neve | LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION

Al dl .o . . . - T I oy ;
¥ ' o e b ;
P 4 LR Ealad¥ti k. S o e ok " - . 'y 3 X
Sl # R Ren - I = T oy = S P b, o fimt: B o
! - SN s e - Bl 158 Paarigiie & RS 4 et AR b
e e et S TR T [ G ‘ P o o ' :
e L N . < o C AT .

(O AR - o R o
gEEY
. 8 '
g
&

Py

Rk -ﬂ-v;!mr'm' s
N

gy
B -

- mawy




. e B R Y 'h.l_"i"',‘l‘u.l?(, R R B e <\

ageit

eye caught a hiotation o5 Bisy
e recommendasation from the
;. slightiy-built, 127.pound, five.| University of South Carolina
gl footsevenduch South Care-| law school which cited
- n who was JRL sgentin | a8 having unswerving
Y ge of Chieago during the) |tich 0 duty.
L ay of gangsterism that .
per typified. |-

Puvis slwayy tried to
claim eredit and described
aa “just an ocidents “u
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