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to Evers slaying
By Bill Nichols
USA TODAY

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, Tenn. �- Thel-
ma Nell says this of her oncee@ln-in-
the-headlines husband. Byron De la
Beckwith: "If men were a fourth m good
 we wouldn&#39;t have any problems in
America? --

But to most of his neighbors in this log-
shmuded Chattanoop suburb, the man
accused of killing civil rights activist
Medpr Evers is little more than a quiet
eccentric who hung a Confederate �ag
outside his front door � and who now is
bringing a bad name to their town.

_Says Joseph Wagier, a Signal Moun-
tain lawyer who&#39;s lived here 73 years:
� e&#39;s ust a poor old fellow who&#39;s out of

" kilter. out of
._ date. You can&#39;t

.  &#39; . help but feel

~_ sorry for some
body like that.

An admitted

%
c it&#39;s kind of pa-

  white supremal.
92 -¢&#39; 4

thetic.�

:7 .. cist, the 70-year-
»  old Beckwith �
~ : his middle

UPI �983 photo!
EVERS: Slain activ-
ists� case will be re-

name is pro-
nounced dee-
LAY - -&#39; and
friendscallhimtriedaiter2Byeais
�Delay�-isin

isolation in the Hamilton County jail.
"He is being held without bond, await-

ing hearing next week on his extradi-
tion to Jackson, Mlss., where he&#39;s
charged with murdering Evers on June
12, 1963. Becllwith&#39;s �Chattanooga law-
yer, Ruxeli Bean, says his client hr a "po-
litical prisoner." �

&#39;l92vice he&#39;s&#39;been tried for the crime,
and in both trials, conducted in 1964, all-;
white juries failed to reach verdicts:
Becitwith, whose �ngerprints were
found on the 30.06-caliber� ri�e that
killed Evers. says the gun was stolen�
frorrihiin and that_he&#39;s innocent -

A ,to.wnt-stunning:
hisww 0

Most people here knew homing or
Beckwith&#39;s role in the Evers  N13,�
dig they know of his 1977 convi on .

<�  - - Z � � - Louisiana for P°$e§in8 expmswa i &#39; &#39;
" � Sara Misisipni stand-WY d°°�=�°� ��--""-~ ~: ~

D her to re-indict Becltwith
shtzgligd rrmny in this oomijmmily 0?
7,200 � a mix of longtime residents and
�new money� Chattan00@ Pl&#39;°f¢$i°92&#39;"-&#39;1&#39;:
who can peer down some l.000 Yea 9
the downtown skyline below.

Beckwith moved to the area eight�
years ago when he married Nei!._8 "Q-5&#39;
tered nurse whose family has ll�/=4 °"

" tions

m?&#39;£i:,:n%l imwho is he?" 58315 A
Dew Poner. 8 b921i92¢&#39;l!18 m5Pe°�°"- I
think he kept his mouth shut and his
sheets clean while he was UP bem-

G.Z. "Borne" Patten, publisher of the
monthly Sisn�l M°�"��" &#39;?�¢�"�§§,�°§i
remembers when Net! told fnends _ e
met �this wonderful man from. � w _
P"  .r..&#39;"*"�-W.-.1.
was �no trouble at all." 815° Yemembew
Beckwith tried to sell subscriptions to
1-igm.wing&#39;publicaiions at the local bar-
ber shop. .

Beckwith also wished him to iwbhsh
an article $83008 "me 3*� are dam�

m�iitifilf ge�i?i?3ith was always well�;
d;-aged, polite � �not what we woul
calla typical Southern redn8¢k; Patten
says. �I like him. l still do. Hes a nice

gu{i¢g_ 30, says she&#39;s wonied sick that
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her husband, who sullers from a"&#39;heart
condition, won&#39;t survive.

�None of it�s fair. He&#39;s such a wonder-
ful Chrbtian," she says Misisippi oili-
�l�is. 5116 Si-W5. are "giving in to the
blacic too much."

_Beckwith. through his lawyer, de-
clined to be interviewed unles he was
paid $5,000.

Nell. pointing to a brimrning basket of
mall in her wood-paneled living room,
says Beckwith is getting support from
acres the nation.

_She says the people of Signal Moun-
tain stand behind her husband as well.�

In $66!. Signal Mountain � a place so
safe and quiet that, as developer Tim

Dvwney Puts it �the police will still get
your cat down out of the tree" - wag
once called  by Beckwith be-
cause of its racial makeup. &#39; -

Mayor Bemard Wolfe-says there are
only two or three black famllim here,
and concedes some have been Subjected
to racial slurs.

Ku Klux Klan activi wthe mountain in the payst. as reported on
5°11�? "S0011 oi� boys" remain, Wolfe

says, in the mountain&#39;s rural outback.
But residents deeply resent implim.

tions that they share Beclrwilh&#39;s outlook
�He would be a real rarity," says Dow.

"¢ii&#39;- "If he&#39;s a white aipremacist, he";
the �rst I&#39;ve ever met up here."

FBI DOJ
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AT HOME: Byron De La Beckwiih on his front porch in Signal Mountain, Tenn. He&#39;s
now in jail awaiting hearings on extradition to Mississippi.
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Beckwith faces third trial
for 1963 slaying of Evérs
BY LEE HOWARD
Gannett News Service

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN � Byron
De La Beckwith doesn&#39;t look like a _
man who again faces.c_l1arges.iiithe
1963 sniper-style ,_-at,
shooting death of
civil rights activ- x~ . *
ist Medgar Evers.

The grandfa- Z  _A V
therly 70-year- � """" "
old is quick with a
disarming smile
and a welcoming
twinkle in his eye.
But the image
falls apart as soon
as he opens his _
mQuth_

�We need to re-establish a con-
federate state of America as a white
Christian republic. We don&#39;t need
any dark-skinned, yellow-skinned
or blue-skinned mongrels running
it," Beckwith says.

Beckwith was arrested on a fu-

. I l

gitive warrant from Hinds County,
Miss., on Monday and was being
held in the Hamilton County, &#39;I�enn.,
jail Monday -night. Facing an ar-
.&#39;:aignii1ent&#39;ITu&#39;esday," he says he
would �ght extradition to Missis-
sippi �tooth, nail and claw." A

Evers, the Mississippi NAACP
�eld secretary, was shot in the back
in his driveway in Jackson, Miss..
on June 12, 1963, with a 1917 model
30.06. En�eld ri�e. Beckwith&#39;s �n-
gerprint was found on the sight of
the ri�e, which was discarded near
the scene.

He was tried twice for murder in
1964. Two all-white juries were un-
able to reach a verdict and mistrials
were declared. The murder charge
against Beckwith was dismissed in
1969. .

The drive for a third trial began
in October 1989 when the Jaclson

 Miss.! Clarion-Ledger reported
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that the state Sovereignty Commis-
sion had investigated prospectiveir.

- home in Sigfiaf Mountain. just north
jurors and reported its �ndings to
defense attorneys in Beckwitl-i&#39;s
second trial.

The 1956 Legislature created the
commission to preserve and pro-
mote segregation. In its heyday of
the 1960s, it spied on and harassed
civil righm workers.

Hinds County  Jackson! District
Attomey Ed Peters said the jury-
tampering question may make it
possible to try Beckwith again.

The new indictment could im-
prove race relations in Mississippi
and help the state&#39;s national image,
educators and black leaders said.

�It can be good, and it can bebad. It opens old wounds, certainly.
But it brings some salvation to per-
.sons who thought he would never
be brought to trial," said Aaron
Henry, president of the Mississippi
chapter of the NAACP. �

�I think it could have positive
effects nationally," said John Mars-
zalek, a history professor at Mist-
sippi State University.

"That was a heinous crime. I just
can&#39;t believe that, in I990, there
would be anyone who would defend
anything like that happening.�

Evers� 57-year-old widow Myr-lie. now a city commissioner in Los
Angeles. said the slaying is �an in-
ner part of me that still hurts, that
still bleeds, that is still very raw."

Following the murder, she andher three- children �ew several
times to New York for psychiatric
treatment.

She said the pain proved too
much to stay on in Mississippi. �We
couldn&#39;t stay in that house because
of the memories there," she said.
�Every time you walked out the
front door you could see Medga.r&#39;s
bod!; and blood. It was hard, very
ha:-d.{&#39;

l92-

I Beckwith has maintained he is
innocent. But his philosophy per-
mits no room for blacks, Jews,
Asians or any race other than
white. .

�There are only three kinds of
people that live in Mississippi," he
said in_an interview Sunday at his
of Chattanooga. �Whites, colored
and trash, and there&#39;s very little
trash in Mississippi."

I-Ie delivered his lectures in a
pair of comfortable khakis, white
socks and loafers � one moment
sitting on a sofa waving his arms to
illustrate a point, the next standing
to burst forth with another charac-
terization of all people who are not
�white, right and on the Christian
side of every issue.�

Other Beckwithisms:
I The U.S. income tax is a

�Jewish, anti-Christian, commu-
nist" tax.

I �Labor unions are about as
popular as niggers in white
churches."

I �AlDS is as contagious as the
common cold. Anyone who tells
you different is lying. I don&#39;t care
what Jewish university they came
from."

I �-�Fifty percent of the Roman
Catholic bishops and priests are
queer. Hell, everybody knows
that"

I-Iis health deteriorating, he said
he&#39;s more concerned about his cir-
culatory system than a possible
murder indictment. � �A

Beckwith was released Fridayfrom the Veterans Administration
Medical Center in Nashville, Tenn.,
after undergoing surgery for a clotin his carotid artery.

�I don&#39;t feel good. I don&#39;t hear
good. I don&#39;t see good." Beckwith
said. �I&#39;m getting a cataract in myright eye � and that&#39;s my shooting
eye."

Beckwith is not at a loss when
asked to explain why the 27-year-
old case has been revived.

�The niggers have run out of
something to do," he said. &#39;
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I �gtigng] Aggg� �og .19; ,thg92_AL 5}
ncement of Colo

agentsioday continued their in-
vestigation of Negro charges of
Ptlliee� brutality in Mississippi�s
capital city. � ; . _
§ At New 0r1ea.ns,&#39;FBI headquar-
ters said agents were-conducting

.a preliminary inquiry at-the re-
lguest of the Justice Department&#39;s
,_ �vii rights divisbn. � &#39;

ers Eve wow police tactim
E in breaking up a demonstra-
tion Wednesday. lt_was the first
major racial incident in the state.
Policemen used clubs"and trained
dogs to scatter, the Negroes in

~ 1 &#39; 8% .

�e�§_t|Justiee Department said it had
" received �assur ces from re--

gsponsible �lead  in Jackson that
 lno unnecessa� �force will be&#39; H QI

~P8!�s0ns attending a mass

front of the courtroom where
nine. Negro college students were
tried and convicted tor a sit-in

served for whites. &#39; " y
Meanwhile in Washin n the

used." . -

Thursday night. -Dr.� Aaron Hen-
ry, president. of the NAACP
branches in Mississippi, told about

� Henry said Mississippi Negroes
have.been"_handed a �good do-it
_Yq§ll�se1£ kit_&#39;-�..in�the struggle for
human dignity.-V�  �
Another Negro&#39;leader;  Rev.

John D. Mangram calledifor no
_vio1ence&#39;by-Negroes seeking equal

�All the things which our,-white
triends do to us cannot prevent
the forces that have been un-
leashed in this city and state,"
the minister said. .

�Even though we be struck
dead,� we will not strike back. We
must t&#39;ace9292_vbat we have exper-
ienced.and, in""a measure, accept
it. We must not become embit-_
tered at our white friends" who?
have not the spiritual mat &#39;ty we:
thought theyhad." ;&#39;
Clarence Mitchell; dir r ot-

the Washington burea of thef
NAACP; promised stroiitger civil
rights actionby the federal gov-i
emment._ _ &#39; _ � ¢

"If Mississippi is to continue to
get the eagle on&#39;the American;
dollar trom Washington they hadi
better get rid of Jim Crow,";

meeting tliat he hadwired Presi-" V
dent Kennedy to �halt this savage�
=.w*.=1<. »= New Pe°P1.=I.**1 Mi»

92
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uurrso STATES DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

�Gwyn: 1 - USA, Jackson, Miss.

 |.39219 ~� ~
Report of:

S  om... ms.-w oamausDem 3/31 e1 .

m. Number: &#39; no 44-1250 J -
:§g§§§_ -ai. HHRKDW�SU§§§5TS,U6fficers; Jackson,§$§i

VICTIM,
 lz!l"o92<;!

- VICTIM;
¢&#39;~=~¢~= RIGHTS r

nmnczuz wmzsr EVERS,"1-�ield secretary, National Association ,_for the Advancement of Colored People  NAACPD JacksonMiss., advised that he had been informed that,officers�of the Jackson, Miss. PD on 3/28/61 broke up a peacefulmarch of Negro college students enroute to city Jail to pray forthe nine students arrested by the PD on 3/27/61 h h d
W O 3.attempted a sit-in at the Municipal Library Jacks n stM o . atestear gas and police dogs used b nd many&#39;students struck withnight sticks by officers; that  s roughly handledb offic "y ers. No police officers iden e by him. EVERSsubsequently advised that at time of trial of the nine Negroesin Municipal Court, Jackson, 3/29/61, that police do s and. A a gofficers with billy clubs were used to disperse crowd. Stateshe was struck on back of head with revolver by white man incivilian clothing and also struck by one blow on back with billyclub by each of two uniden office s. �_ , tified police r Observed two.unidentified uniformed officers chasing unidentifiedNegroes. On leauing~scene,§hEQmet victim wbitten b a licé dog and whose

victil&eing treatedsuffered during incident.
_ officers who struck him.

Synopsis:
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injuries
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Enclosures to U. S. Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi:

One copy of article on Page 5A of State-Times, a daily newspaper
at Jackson, Mississippi, on March 30, 1961, regarding the inci-
dents occurring after the trial in Municipal Court, Jackson,
Mississippi, that date. � -

DETAILS = _

This limited investigation was instituted on the basis
of a request made_of the Federal Bureau&#39;6f Investigation by Mr.
JOHN DOAR, Acting Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights p
Division, United States Department of Justice. �

MEDGAR EVERS, Jackson, Mississippi, a representative
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People  NAACP!, informed the Department on March 29, 1961, that
fifty persons had been demonstrating in Jackson that day in
connection with the arrest of nine students for a sit-in at the
public library in Jackson and that they had been beaten by the
police.
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Mr. MEDGAR WILEY EVERS, 2332 Guynes Street, Jackson," Mississippi, Field Secretary, National Association for the
1,, Advancement of Colored People, State of Mississippi, was inter-g§§ viewed on March 29, 1961, and furnished the following signed
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� T; statement:

"Jackson, Mississippi&#39; "March 29, 1961 _
._l:&#39;T§&#39;_L&#39;~�~&#39;::=:==P=-,-=__=: ~§,,-1.5%I,_Medgan_W�fEvers make"the following freer statement to andana*a6T£:?5 V2 . &#39; -

 ho have iden p e to meas pec a gents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion; No threats or promises have been made me to in-
duce me to make this statement and I have been advised
it may be used in a court of law.

"I am Field Secretary for the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People for the
State of Mississippi and live in Jackson, Mississippi.

"At
the c

emp!c
a student at

was in

is

who is
081118

"He told me that some of the students at
Jackson State College were marching down Lynch Street
peacefully enroute to the Jackson City Jail to pray atthe steps of the Jail for the nine young students who
had been arrested on March 27, 1961, for sitting in atthe City Library on N. State St. He said the group
reached Lynch and Poindexter Street and saw a Policebarricade. The students, about 50 in number théQ_.Hji;ff3;§f§*�fi§j;§
turned north on Poindexter Street and walked towards "*�*r"=*&#39;*�*�
Pearl St. and turned east on Pearl, marching east to
the vicinity of the Summers Hotel when they were
stopped by a number of Jackson Police Department cars
out of which officers dismounted with two dogs and
began to use tear gas in the group to disperse the



F�
_-,._ £5?�

. _};¢,"�=.92._
&#39;2.

E�
433%!?-_

_

&#39;t%&-
"-~ -&#39;_"r&#39;.:�:� �.3.
392f-_&#39;-Z&#39;Y&#39;1!§&#39;T?2�3

.=_.vI-» .- .&#39;:?&#39;~:::�- _=; N: .5-.
=w%%§
-92_-�1s..».&#39;.92�,;1_.-
us: 1�-&#39;»s"r<-&#39;

�
--~ --Y :.?"�»~...,~_. en-.4

&#39;-A".rT~ ~<~&#39;*.=
=.�.;:_--_-
 :;aa&#39;.�7*�474�.=&#39;;�1 &#39; :--,»&#39;.&#39;:f:-"&#39;1 .
:>:__;g.&#39;-;,f::;§
*&#39;-.*I&#39;;.ff;l_,�{~l§~&#39;;&#39;a -,¢g;=_~&#39;,.~1=&#39;<92.»&#39;;, _a a. ..92»._�:-&#39;~�
_.s&#39;~,�?~_.}.. =1.
§�>&#39;~:-:_�5*=£~
�*=:.�*

_�.l ..� _ __
_:&#39;.I� -&#39;~ ,-
92&#39;=~v_ -�U

¢

i���;
:-,_ &#39;,-:..- r

"<-�=1I�" �J�-¢ �ls
. "�"&#39;°�
Q V .

.z-.�-.-:
7� > ._ ..

. . �,2-5

,_ -&#39; " .-S5,�
.__: -.92~-~92~;_3:5 1 &#39; --&#39;1

. -~-5�?

,_92

.1 "E .
¬�92f1=&#39;_&#39;=-.».
=3r92�;¢¢&&#39;z�=. "
ass;
1�-BK v� ""¢:-:.- &#39; &#39;. -
r "- " &#39;5
 ..-

1"-.&#39;=�x»=&#39;92" &#39;

?eFY
J-.g..._. .~Q...�_.-T asm�h...-_~_

___.
&#39;

.92,;> 2. _.

�/_;f~:92.
�;"»&#39;.:__
_ ?&#39;.92 ~ .s..,._

_ _ ___ __-�----______,_..___

:7 I &#39; W l Q . ._."
|_ &#39; I 1!

 b3k"0U-9 no 44-1250&#39;

students. Many of the students were struck with nightsticks by the officers.

a student at Jackson State
by officers, _ told

carrying the Amer can flag.;_:.
handcuffed an§;t§ken-t01p0l1¬§?5¬T

was-questioned�extensively andreleased without charge. _

, was

1"
_=_ _ <_�_._&#39;;"= ,.__, ___:gr=- = V-» ._._ .

"I later learned that one or more of theJackson State College Students had been struck byofficers and needed medical attention. I sent one ofthe tudents whos last name I recall as - to-
or treatment. I didno earn the ex en o s injuries. I was not toldthe name or description of any officer involved and

cannot identify them.

"I have read this statement consisting ofthis ap ge and two preceding pages and state that it istrue to the best of my knowledge."

"/s/ Medgar W. Evers
"Witness:

"/  Special Agent, FBI. NewOr eans La. 3/29/61

»  Special Agent, FBI ,_ New Orleans,&#39; 29 O

* * *

Mr. EVERS stated that all his information as set out =w wa sa wit tion of the fact that he senttdiiiiiiiIiiIIIiiiiiiiiiiii||&#39; .
Mr. EVERS said that he could not be more specific asto details fo the above since he was only repeating what had beentold him for the most part. ~
He said.that the only descriptive data that he couldfurn° oncerning any of the participants was the descriptionof&whcm he described as follows:

I
I

,_~;,_. ;-.,: .
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Name:

Address:

Race:
� Sex:

Height;
. Weight g
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Mr. mnncan w. EVERS, Field Secretary; NationalAssociation f &#39;th_ or e Advancement of Colored People, 2332 Guynes -_ Street �, was interviewed on March 29, 1961, and furnished the fol-lowing signed statement:

"Jackson, Miss.
"March 29, 1961

"I, Medgar I. ,_.Eversf_ pi ~e -,the-i&#39;ol:loE -=; f;f-?¬�-"3&#39;_I"5_-&#39;Il=�T-i1i%5§:H, ,v,,_a_£reeiandevo£�&#39; ;*5��£é%gr#§J? �» ~ A &#39; "1  |v§I3!E~1""=~-"and*  who have ident fied themselves to1 me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. No threats or promises of any kind were d

ma eme to induce me to make this statement d
an I have beenadvised that it may be used in a court of law.

"I am Field Secretary for the NationalAssociation for the Advancement oi Colored People forth e State of Mississippi and live in Jackson,Mississippi. &#39; &#39;

mat about 3:25 PM March 29, 1961 1 parked my -car on a commercial parking lot Just
B

i

west of theJackson Mississi Municipal Court uil and
or the !outheast
who was in

for .A also
me. come, . _ of the ninestudents of Tougaloo Southern Christian College whowere being tried in the Jackson Municipal Court in&#39; connection with a sit in at the Jackson Municipal

Library on N. State Street on March 27, 1961. .
."Prior to arkingi-&#39;=tt?1e&#39; eee~s1,i;;d11.¢1v

�nd ut_at the entrance to thep r g lot an par e my car alone.
� H "After parking I walked toward the Pascagoula

Street entrance of the lot and passed in view of the1 I 7 A J ~ &#39;

On�*3/29/61 ,,_Jackson, Mississippi Fu,#_ N0 44-1250
SA and

by � Date dictated  3 30 61 ,Thu �ecuhelll contelne neither reeomnendetlone not conchaetooe et the FBI. It te the property of the I-�B! and le loomed toyour agency; it end lte contente ore not to be dletrlbuted outelde your agency.
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Jackson Police Station which is in the same building
as the Municipal Court.

"As I was walking I saw three uniformed
officers of the Jackson Police Department, whom I can
not identify or describe, looking outgaawindow at me,Wm.92..T-ni; 2--

3539;§§e;gf§th§mgr¬�ark§§%"Thé¥§¥he¥is¥§we sugar t6iki1iii;":?§5%E%*e~&#39;
him". I smiled, did not reply, and joined my friends
at the parking lot entrance. .

"We were told by a police officer, uniformed,
of the Jackson Police Department, that we could not
get in to the trial because the court room was filled n
and that we would have to go across the street to
stand. This street is Pascagoula Street.- We crossed
the street and were told by the same officer,; whom I
would recognize if I saw him again, that we must stand
behind the sidewalk on the North side of the street,
which borders a parking lot.

"We obeyed these instructions and stood there
for about ten minutes when two of the defendants
crossed the street at S. West and Pascagoula. At this
time there were about 100 or more Negroes in this area
together and a larger number of whites were in other
areas of the parking lot near to Justice of the Peace
Bell&#39;s office. ~

"At this time I would like to state that I
parked my car in one parking lot as described and across
the street there is another parking lot in the rear of
the Mississippi Publishing Company building. The n
latter lot is where we were standing at»this;time.=***��*�

"As the students crossed the street and
walked toward the Municipal Court Building many of the
Negroes applauded in a spontaneous recognition.

"At this point, which was at about 3:45 PM I
heard an officer yell "disperse them" and at this time
two police dogs were used to disperse the Negroes while
at the same time "billy" clubs were being used. The
dogs were on long leashes held by officers who were
wearing white shirts. t

- 3 -
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"At this tme  1 amnot see him again during t e ay. &#39;and&#39;I"
were crossing S. West Street going toward Pearl Streetwhen we became separated and I did not see her until
about 35 minutes later at my office on Lynch St. AsI was going towards Pearl Street I was struck ongg on�

N: �____;__-.._g_:;?
T:.__.:____:~ l 1»the left rearqpart_of my head withjan-object I ¬§SqgQ;;;a;a;$~��=#

wa�s:; ?f;&#39; byaalwhitewman iinfplaini clothes.*.� I�do not know if he were an officer or not. I believethe object that struck me was a revolver because imme-diately after being struck I saw a snub-nose revolver,
blue steel, approximately .38 caliber in his hand. He ~did not say anything to me. This blow did not knockme down and must have been a glancing blow. I did notsay anything to him but kept on going as uniformed
officers were hurring the Negroes along away from the-parking lot. __

"I reached the corner of Pearl and S. WestStreet and as I turned to go west on the South side ofPearl Street I saw two uniformed officers chasing and
striking Negroes indiscriminately with "billy" clubs.I believe I recognized one of the men being struck as
a Tougaloo student, but I can not call his name at thistime. I do not know the officers?� &#39;

"After the officers stopped chasing the youngmen they turned and headed back toward the MunicipalCourt Building, going east. As they approached me,one of them who was ahead of the others said "Get
going, boy" and~I replied that I was going. As Ipassed him he struck me across the back just above theywaist with his "billy" club. The other officer also cl;struck me with his "billy" club in the same generalpart of the back. -

" s going west on Pearl Street, I met�a  o had been bitten by a policedog and whose coat I observed was torn on the forearmof the left sleeve. He told me he had been bitten bya dog. &#39; .

"At this int I was picked up by two friends,
and a lady with him, whom I know,ut whose name can not recall who took me to my office

,v_�_¢�_,_,4_ -~s.�?_.~ a.» _-
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office

was p
was� treated by

of the
and right arm.

that he had been beaten on the arm by the
police, but as he was recalled he was struck on the
head by a white maE*Hot in uniform. He said he had been
beaten as the crowd was being dispersed. He told me
he was refused entrance to the Municipal Court
building where he intended to attend the trial.

"While at� ffi 1 asked mino ce

to examine me, which he did, and he said I was not
seriously hurt. No cuts, bruises or swellings were
visible but the places where I was struck give me pain
now. &#39;

"I have read this statement consisting of
this page and two precegding pages and state that it
is true to the best of my knowledge.

"/s/ Medgar W. Evers

"Witness:

"/s/ 29 6 Special Agent, FBI, Neweans La. 1. - .
"/s/ Special Agent, FBI, New

Orleansyr a., 3/29/61. T .
* * *

1

In addition to the above information, Mr. EVERS
stated that he could offer no further identification of the
parties referred to in his statement. _

Mr. EVERS stated that also he did not
that he could

unless possibly
him. He said tha
he, EVERS, was
pictures of the action.

have any witnesses
person

had seen
mome while

was taking moving506118

- 10 - &#39;
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NO 44-1250/�

EVERS said that while he did not know the names of thetwo officers who struck him with "billy" clubs, he felt that hewould be able to recognize them if he saw them in uniform.
Mr. EVERS, while interview was in progress, on threeoccasions rubbed the back of his head and commented that it wassore. He turned his hgagwto demonstrate where he was_struck?=&#39;*however, Agents obser§éd;nQ�visible-marks or swelling.__ _� , A _ _- aw.-�_~a~=a§;»i SI;

EVERS also stated that all Negroes present in thearea of the trial were dispersed by many police officers using"billy" clubs and two dogs, while whites in the same area werenot molested. Mr. EVERS said that while he could not furnishthe names of any witnesses to the above other than as named, hewould be able to obtain names of other rsons at the scene.He said neither_ nor��-eported injuriesto themselves

Mr. EVERS furnished the following descriptions:
Name:
Sex:
Race:
Age:
Height:
Weight:
Hair:
Eyes:

Marital status:
Address: E

Employment:

_, ___ _._...+._»
� : __;_,a-1?_

Name:

Address:

Race:
Sex:

Age:
Height-
Weight&#39;
Hair

Eyes

-&#39;~

Occupation: -- »Marital status: S
-�ll - . -
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no 44-1250/U

The following description of MEDGAR W. EVERS was obtainedfrom personal observation and interview: � .
MEDGAR WILEY EVERS
2332 Guynes Street, Jackson,

Mississippi - ;_Negrozg -~» &#39; &#39; ___ ._&#39;=>»1
Male? "

34

July 2, 1925
Decatur, Mississippi
5211"

185 po
Black
Brown

3/4" scar over right eyebrow;
circular scar size of half
dollar on right shin; scar on
left shin bone.
DeceasedBrothers and sisters: Five brothers and sisters, all

>» residing in ChicagoMarital status: Married, wife: MYRLIE EVERS,
nee BEASLEY _. .Children: Son: DARRELL KENYATTA EVERS, 7; &#39;

Son: JAMES VAN DYKES EVERS, 15 1
months; &#39;_ .

Daughter: REENA DENISE EVERS,6 years. �

No prior arrests, claims has
case on appeal from conviction
of contempt of count in Forrest_ P County, Mississippi, in 1960.Military service: :l&#39; 2% years service, U..S. Army

from October 28, 1943, to_ � April 16, 1946, ASN 34-87- &#39;
4245. -

Graduated from Alcorn A & M
M College, Lorman, Mississippi

&#39; Name:

Address:

Race: _, , =¬gg
_Sex:;;;,ML;; ,1":i?ti-~ ~�~ Age:

. Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Height:
Weight:

o Hair:

Eyes:
Scars and marks

unds

Parents:

. Arrests:

Education:

Y Mr. EVERS stated that while he could not identify anyof the officers by name and while there were so many officersinvolved in the affair it was difficult to furnish descriptions,he would furnish the following descriptive data as best he couldrecall:

_ 412-.
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 b!927J¢92 no 44-12500
Police Officer #1  who hit him first on back with "billy" club:

Race: White
Sex: Male
A ge: 25-30
Height: 6 feet

_ Weight. 200 pounds ~ A-4-"&#39;*f:~ * -&#39;*"*"*&#39;§�"�- �"&#39;°"" A
_ __ _ _,. -._~l_ ___=�=_�_~,_.__ _n_~ _ -; __..._. <%_i"?__&#39;_&#39;¢�- � &#39; _,_- &#39; -,_. _ <~ ~ - &#39;-_ Y .~r- /-.» -:_-5+ ~73, _V:��:*."""" 2  -==¢¥~�-- ""�"

. EVERS said he did not recall seeing this officer priorto this time.

Police Officer #2  with one of police dogs!:
Race: White
Sex. Male
Height: 5&#39;8�

_ Weight: Stocky build
Age: 40-45
Clothes: Wore shite shirt and police

uniform, no coat
Pblice Officer #3  with one of police dogs!

Race: White
Sex: Male
Age: Not known
Dress: White shirt and police uniform;&#39; ~ no coat

Man in civilian clothes who hit EVERS with pistol: &#39;
Race: White
Sex: Male _.~- V .&#39;�Age:_ . Unknown s � &#39;
Dress: &#39;_ Dark suit with dark hat

Officer swinging club at Negroes as crowd dispersed:
A Race: White

Sex: Male
Age: 50 or over
Height: Sh

ort AWeight: Heavy,&#39;pot belly"Rank:
Had gold Lieutenant bar
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no 44-1250/v

Mr. EVEBS said that he would possibly be able to iden-
tify the above described officers if he saw them in uniform, but
doubted that he could identify the man who hit him with the
pistol. He said that he felt it would be very difficult to
identify any of the officers involved with any particular act
of violence as there was so much fast action; however, hg_said&#39; _
that he_.1Q1t._,__t1;§_!;1:nth§ ab9_v_e.~_ia§cr1be.d__offi§%me:-Q� thé7on1§ii=Z
ones tna¬"5a would be able to identify.

I
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Mr. HEDGAR EVERS, Field Secretary, National
Association for the Advancement of Colore ackson
Mississippi, telephonically advised tha ha

I

dinformation he desired to furn h the FBI n connec on with�. -
this matter and stated tha- t ould be at tl_1e_ Jackson ~ »_ ~

V Resident dgency on April 3, 1961, "at 4:00 PM.   1
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w ____- Mr. WILLIS RANDALL URENN, 1523 Ya1ley_Street, Jackson,� Mississippi; was interviewed at the Jackson Resident Agency.

�  ~ the following vol � t &#39; &#39; to: to  _e L <  o�and -W_1.1.°»_h°rV°&#39;1d°nt15*§i§5?* �
}__ fied themselves to me as Special Agentsiof-the5§@§%,. E

t}&#39; Federal Bureau of Investigation. *On 3/29/e1:1*was¢$% � �
., 1.;

1 b_!l&#39;l1¬

. ..,_-____:_:g
9 -<=1�.  --   1 1. &#39; , 9 ~ " .. e . "= - �:&#39;_  �:-  &#39;1 &#39;M. _ =~ »f¬:F%i¢@§x::~ _~,~-< � " ~W<#* v�s�kws� �¢wsv%sw� �es»;1 3 "§:; -s$¬?iju»_ fl have Read the abovve Statement.and it ?gf*
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA� "ION

Date _ 4/5/61

FRENN furnished the following signed statementY+iwa£*$~

, This was at about 4=oo PM." -1 nae come there in� - �
hopes of attending the trial of some students from
Tougaloo College who were being tried for going 5;,

number of Jackson police officers came running.¥é£+
across the street yelling at us to get out. I
started to head North across a parking lot and felt
a blow across my left wrist and back. 92The blow
knocked me down on my back and I looked up and saw
a uniformed police officer standing over ms. <Hej}%&#39;?f &#39;~
had a billy club in_his hand. I do not know_i£lhe1�?%
was the officer who struck me§ but he was the on1y�§§§ w» g

-. one with a club nearby. I was only struck once£¥£?¥��=
I do not know this officers name and I cannot s*g§l

. describe him other than that he was a white man?§7i

hwy X@Ray made but I haven&#39;t had the ¥~Ray,yet§§§§�?§§g:

Y"uis True and Correct_ @t$3¬p$~ Ii�igkgnai��qéaag

, � �__ ~_ -. .924.._-.-»_.-_,~  -. 1.�.",;,.,,_ 92.  _=-_. = __ r " V -v- ~ -&#39; &#39;  &#39; . A.  -_&#39; &#39;»--&#39;.;,;_*_j-3"», _ 4_»~_ _-v.A&#39;_~ �=;;_�* ¢--- &#39; _- �~t"&#39;3�-&#39;;-&#39;*I".&#39; �-~-�:"¢&#39;~.�;> -_."-.�-�-1 *_;,�.;�__.;,_ _ , }2~f=_ _ - 1- *&#39; -»._ _. ~; 1., .~_g~_.- =_11&#39;;_- l<L_�92"&#39;  -- ~_";§_-,&#39;i=;,  .1,-§�!_;~., 7., __4.~_--;f; may j;-&#39; * &#39; .7.-.-. Li:¢.;&#39;-&#39; &#39; = ~ -1:: .:=.., N: .. :."...;.~.-,-..r~.;.i-2--;=::7;=._.&#39;  >-~~.=-Lu� . ~ ;; _;. ..&#39;?. -; �_»_ �

A in front of the Hunicipaly�ourt Building, _Jackson&#39;,&#39;15<»-?e&#39;w--7
Miss. in a large crowd which had gathered there;$;192

, into a public library in Jackson.! I was standing�s=4
across the street from the court building when a&#39;923
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. and tall. I got back on my feet and walked �o££.&#39;;iz:i%i&f?"-l;<e.&#39;
.&#39;~ My wrist was hurting me wher I had n struck sai�1 I went the same day to see  who has an

office on Farish St.,_Jackson; He ex ned&#39;my&#39;armff§�
&#39; &#39; and wrapped it up.&#39; He told me I should have an;a�z�

fl

~>,!|

"."".1�

�J__&#39;. I � . ~r .-.  1 "�  -.-;;/.1  < -»  = -&#39;.;l�   ,  Zr �I-Y,-.-V!_:Y&#39; » .-&#39;;&#39;1�i�§?~."»"&#39;51;-=-�=.1" �K-&#39;~ " ,.,-�i-.-1.»!-&#39;~�»>.7-. :;-&#39;-:?&#39;:.. -  ._ . .-- .7 - :&#39;_ 1*"! &#39;- . _- �  &#39;11- 4-  &#39;-- I _ �saw, ,s.&#39; V M ~&#39;_&#39;,-V-. - :,.:.-.4-� -2-, ;_,4�. &#39;-.�:==!=r:=43- _.?;.:._ V, ~A. .:~ �X »"� �&#39; -., �&#39; .-I " �>�,_&#39;.T�"§1-#1 ;3&#39;-~.- 92,~. » F M r "�_"":�i I  Y� I &#39;1?�:.� T� �.7: . -I&#39;I&#39; I &#39;- �I&#39;ll� "&#39; T-&#39; -&#39;  �I-&#39;.*r"�r."-"3�-"&#39;7"  "Iv"-5,3~�~&#39;.-&#39;;":_&#39;-&#39;-iv�  "�f-92=:§&#39;Z> � �""~�-&#39;~&#39; "177-4"�"� A ". .»n

0 ~ -3 .&#39;:�:&#39;_.~-~-;:.-.-F�-"-sf� -- ,3"_ » »  . _ . _ > I _ , - ,- _ . », . -._-,_- r._,.-    »,.,-.;:; --.-;&#39;-;-    1»;-;~;-».�» ~~
, ., _     ..~~�_-;1�.~;-=�1&#39;»" ,&#39;;_4_";._&#39;, � -11 :. . .  . ; .,» V -->~  ~

92

_ _           U
~.j-.,_&#39; _;&#39;.&#39;f  ,4 _w _ � l _w.3u_-J;  .     _ nJacksop.�  ;_  V1: �A /7

Y y  ~>     .-     --  -

&#39; I  in � " ""&#39;I,"_:w1&#39;LL1s nan   wnmm. &#39;7;  13" iEurnish��-ti�; � �

¢.

oni 4/3/61 _ u, Jackson, Mississippi _* F;|,# NO 44-1250

7  and bl .!92 by  Dote_dictafed
This document contains neither recommendations not conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 1-and in loaned toyour agency; it and no contents ore not to he distributed outside your uqency. &#39;



. .II;.92_&#39;_*.
&#39;  &#39;-.42 ..

§�.�$"&#39;3:§" in,

"=5-7__;."�;&.§

"Y �_ if
» BM gv.~f. � -"F *92
sees
#51:?>-.92 v &#39;<3»; .. ~
:14.  .;_s: ..

%;,§
sage
..~-é&#39;=::-.&#39;-._ -_- x. ->1
if

-1--1 » 1

92

. .»;s=_-.-..>
:92�:&#39;£  _
�-~l=<.�,-�J&#39;~&#39;.r&#39;-~
kl�-"=�-&#39;=f-i�5
 "

..I�;-I� � ¢92""&#39; &#39;
2:913�: -v &#39;,�..-> :;;  ~=.,~_._.. ,1»; ~-
,:.»q-,;.-_-,§,;_
¢92:?1;:�$"&#39;..
 .* 1 EY-.;.;,,i ..1.. S ab

.,.,-;;.__._ -v,., _ +.
,..~;:x=T}
�Z -. "v

-. &#39; 2&#39;

.1 �-4 .-. _
-�.5 . -K--is.� 1.1�
3",?-iii":-1
ft.-.&#39;-&#39;
1&#39;
-4.»-: 1- -

 blmci

&#39; l l it   "/s/  &#39; Special A Aseni� �HFBQII view
t "  B1739  Or ea . -  ~ n   n  > �~ n   &#39;

-,"/s/. �Special Agent; FBI, Hey g_- _£¢
&#39; * n _: _?;*�92>_"-<~;= _ HH"+»:�� "&#39;;;�~:-,

no 44-1250/�
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~?Q: The following description of IRENN vas_obta1ned through
observation and interview: as » � &#39; *- ~&#39;: ~ -»�» - -

Race: Y; " � Negro <?l
-g Sex&#39; " _ f:H316 N

81_ Agez� -, _ � &#39; � e 1
. -Date d birth: - , March

Place of birthzg - Yazoo County, Mississippi 1 ,
Height: :1: 597" g�? - A - . �en ?@ ~

A Weight:< - -. 145 pounds_ p &#39;.�-&#39;_.;�¢a
Hair: Gray
Eyes: Brown
Complexion: Medium brown
Occupation: Sells yeekly papers , §%.1 ~&#39; _ Marital status:

" Former wife: w

I  S911; .� V i i

12, 1880 W &#39;

Military service:
Education:
Previous arrests:

None �w-, "=»I&#39;?{1�F$?�F?�?
Tenth grade _ - -~{~%i r ��"~-~-
Early 1920&#39;s in Hagee, Arkansas;_

Y mfor murder, claims acquitted:

.. �_&#39;_  ,
- »~»¥~@w .5  &#39; z �- &#39; ;»fP�>-*--1; * i-_ ,r " ._ �E1 -->7-&#39;1 &#39; -.>&#39;.Q:"_�,v.&#39;= .-

2 y.. - 4 V�-__�__;;::_;92~__:_    :1 L
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-. -&#39;-&#39;,*-I-  U211 ""1--I .&#39;~;;_~  &#39; �;.,�,_,::=  a,�  :2*-_m~;=~�_1_<1=;&#39;;.-1&#39; rs?  &#39; &#39; �
_�.j_- _> - 1.".-1,5-_&#39;-_-" 5 .&#39;
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Club �swinging police _and -two vici
ous German Shepherd -dogs today]
chased more than _100 Negroes from
_a courthouse where nine Negro ~stuJ

Several, of fthe eNegroes � w
struck byrtheclubs and at least on �
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Monday when they refusedto leave
a public library,� were fined $100
each, __and j given suspended 30-day
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&#39;soH &#39; eachltestified they �were called N
to�the library Monday "and saw the
nine defendants there, They .testi_-1
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