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/ \/ ON THIS DATE

MARTHA'S VINEYARD, MASS, ADVISED BODY OF FEMALE FOUND 1IN OVER-
TURNED CAR IN WATER. TENTATIVELY-IDENTIFIED AS ABOVE, WHO WAS
FORMER SECRETARY TO FORMER SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY.

E We, mK
CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED THAT DRIVER OF AUTOMOBILE UAS SENATOR

EDE&&QA?iKENNEDY WHO WAS UNINJURED.‘ STATED FACT SENATOR KENNEDY

WAS DRIVER IS NOT BEING REVEALED T0 ﬁNYONE.
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irector: J. Edgar Hoover, -ALD tene - - Mr.
Fedrral Bureau of Investigation, oXif__ '1?%‘?\' !,;(’lcl
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Dear Sir: T )T e e e e ptoan “""(\

[Thvosr p /h‘ .,sz_‘:z

I talked agaitmthIs morning to the yo local mortician, Ee verif:

my first letter to you: that in his conseX /erable experience with ,‘Eﬁc
o 1y
drownings in the Florida Canals; he could nor recall a single victim i

@id not show some vestiage of LIVOR ...Abrasions...or some other "id&ﬁ
N

fvinr morts, (I know of course that you folks noticed this in all thq
preliminary hearinge) Unless the ethnation is ordered: Miss hoooo\ d‘

name will be added to m other long list of American women who have g

by default in your "Jurisdictional Alibi". I have tric too m:ny ti r&(
[§¥]

to unders*and the evanishment of good American traditio-ns: but Tl"is;_i

bid determlnatlon of obljterating records of? rican women: is n'artig\
irriteting since you tell us repeatedly that symoathy in our confuso&”

C
tion goes to the perpatrator and not the victim of our escalatlng "So-

cial Revoluti'un;" oo \'-,0'57‘-{ §5/7 j.a—'/ //

TNy NOT RECOPDED '
The immaculateness of Mary Mopechnes ailg'gemdlﬁr\%?xing (Only a

nose and mouth congestion) Has not eluded you Mpr, Hoovers—The mortici:

J. 7 //'/ Ca C™ N . .

says that it is a thousand™ to one shot tha the girl ncr went into
i35 NOV ¢

the windshield and remained qulet in the tonneau of the care ) )2

T have never recognized in twelve , long years, thd the FBI ho.s

C .;L. e o A

sin"le trick (Ebtcept a Chi'ldish Jurisdigirz_,lgnal ‘attempte..t0 “not {;ne
Unexpl aincd ly Frowne

hlldated denthb%egtific ate for

™ Now that you fac e the 1qroer c

of a U. S. Senator's Midnight enigma...one wonders -about your SPGG/Q‘

. e /7

the Michigan

T A Yo ¥ S



Note to Mr., Hoover:

I have to explain again in this national confrontation that your
well-;§§£’ﬂ}URISDICTmONAL ALIBI",psychoanalyticallyb1s Just another
unconcious condonatien eof vielence...which you have repeatedly charged
to the misdirected sympathies of the American publice, .. to the "Per-
patrator” |

Is it possible, Mr. Hoover thdt you are getting old like the rest of
éus...when you let beautiful women drown gowith so much impugnity?

[

(I don't even read the Post-Toastie boxes enymore...and I use to al-

- ways have a tin-badge and an FBI gun,)

L T
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TOWN CLERK
STURBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
July 23, 1970
* F.B.IL
Washington
D.C
. =1 €7 o VY VR
Gentlemen, Teb / ' /
The enclosed was received by mail on July 21, 1970.
Dilys A. Reynolds
Town Clerk.
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Advise Ted Kennedy

To: RESIGN

St. Vincent's

 Cemetery -

Mary Jo

¢

7-18-g9
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July 30, 1970

Mr. Dilys A/{Reynolds
Town-Clerk ~
Sturbridge, Massachusetts 01566

v - s &

Dear Mr. Reynoldé:

o cm———c

Your letter of July 23rd and enclosure have
been received, and your interest in contacting the FBl is

appreciated. -

D]

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoovefl

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Crime Records
Division recalls an anonymous communication received several months
ago of a similar rature which indicated that Mary )o)ﬂg{ipechne had sent
the card from the cemetery where she is buried. The message was
similar in suggesting that Senator Kennedy resign. - -
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Date:

5/15/73

s/
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Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL-

(Priority)

T e o A ————— ———————— —— - —————— T —- — ————— ——————— —— — —— . —

To : Acting Director, FBI

From: SAC, Boston (66-4051)

RE : SE EDWARD M. KENNEDY A
INFORMATION CONCERNING o P

//’, PR /1'/-.’.. o / /_:,. S
Enclosed are single copies of the following:

S ——"”"ﬁetter‘fg*the Honorable JAMES A. BOYLE,
4 from ALBERT S, PATTERSON, dated 9/22/70

Letter to ALBERT S. PATTERSON from SOPHIA
B. CAMPOS, dated 10/5/70

Letter to the Honorable JOHN C. STENNIS
from ALBERT S, PATTERSON, dated 8/20/71

Letter to ALBERT S. PATTERSON from
BENJAMIN R, FERN, dated 8/24/71

Letter to BENJAMIN R. FERN from ALBERT q
S. PATTERSON, dated 9/3/71 S
02

C-
Letter tp ALBERT S. PATTERSON from

N R

Pu—

VER :MIW
3)

BENJ

Let
PAT

\
Enclosures (9) {0 ure.

g a

<D IFILE_':Y' FA ‘_,_,'..'- ‘)/.

R. FERN, dated 9/8/71

JOHN STENNIS from ALBERT S,
, dated 7/29/72
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Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 ~413—138
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BS 66-4051

Transcript of testimony at an inquest o
captioned ''KENNEDY TESTIMONY," pages
numbered 6 through 9

A 58-page manuscript captioned "'ALL
HONORABLE MEN (and WOMEN) -~ Or, Perjury
at Edgartown,' by ALBERT S. PATTERSON

On 5/14/73

viewed at the Providence, ode Island Resident Agency. ;
is known to the Boston Offlce inasmuch as he was previouslY inter-
viewed in the case entitled, '"JAMES WALTER MC CORD, aka; ET AL;
BURGLARY OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERS
WASHINGTON D. C., JUNE 17, 1972; 10C (Bufile 139-409; BS 139-164).
e L had been 1nterv1ewed re the MC CORD case as fifF

een contacted by E, HOWARD HUNT for the purpose of
1nformatlon regarding activities of members of the KENNEDY famlly.
S0 - 2 Was previously engaged in the motel business, Cape Cod, b')D
ass. and was acquainted with some members of the KENNEDY family.

Mr. s furnished instant enclosures which he had b7

found among his papers which he had currently been reviewing. He _

. ,speculated possibly ALBERT ATTERSON*may, in fact, be E, HOWARD *
_ {Z!%%T who, according to 1nfof;5 ion resulting from Watergate, Rad r
_ egedly falsified documents ipa effort to defame JOHN F. KENNEDY

and ROBERT F, KENNEDY. [ gl has no reason, other than pure
speculation, to identify PATTERSON as HUNT.

The material which
received b :



BS 66-4051

Assistant. b B dhave remained close friends b0, b1¢

included thebstatement it was being sent ''for your amusement
and amazement,"

enclosed materiat would be of interest to the Bureau, it was
being furnished to the FBI for any action deemed appropriate.

Foregoing is furnished for information. No further
action at Boston.

-3k -
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The Commanicoalth of Massackasel .
Office of the Clork of Courts ST
Giiorion Couirt of Dskes Gounty .-

CiLerx oF CounTts . . . TeL 627-4688
BopPHiA B. CAMPOS (MRS.) . . N ~ .. EDGARTOWN, Siass.

o ann
- -

October 5, 1970

Mr., Albert S, Patterson
507 West 111th Street
New York, N.Y. 10025

Dear Mr. Patterson: " Ret: Kennedy Inquest

Enclosed please find a copy of the "INQUEST" and if you are.
patisfied with it kindly send me the sum of $1 or if not, return
the copy to me. .

Very truly yours,

. ‘ -7 . 7

nx A Clerk

.
YL L
.. . -
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@ALBERT'S. PATTERSON @

507 West 111th St. R
New York, N. Y. 20025

Se’ptapbcr 22, 1_9E

OB S

Honorable James A. Boyle
Edgartown, Massachusetis

Subject: KEMIADY II¥JURST
Dear Judge Boyle: :

I have been trying unsuccessfully to locate a copy or °~ . -
transcrint of the ingaest that was held last winter regarding Sen—
ator Kennedy's explanation of the accident and related evemts that
resulted in the droming of lary Jo Kopachne, over which I under-
stand you presided.
(1) Can you assist me in obtaining or louatir: such a copy?
{2)  Ca. you tell we if Senator Kemnedy swore uuder oath 2s
‘to the accuracy of the explamation he mede public via radio/TV a
.year ago last swmer? .
\Tham:ing you in advance,

Very traly yours,

/%4// Yt t0ne

Albert S, Patterson

el



-

> .

| 507 West 111th Street
' . . New York, N.Y. 10025 - - .
August 20, 19711

! | | -

Honorable John C. Stenmnis
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

-

Dear Senator Stennis:

{ am in the process of accumulating what { believe to be in-
contestable evidence, and a lot of it, that a very well kmown United
States senator committed perjury on several counts rather recently, *
expressed in terms of years. ~ )
Moreover, the nature of these perjurious statements and the
occasion on which they were made strongly suggest that this senator
may have not only instigated but participated in a major crime. If
this should be the case, | believe the United States Senate and the
American public should know about it.

! also believe this matter should first be brought to the at-
tention of the Select Cu...ittee on Standards and Conduct, of which |
understand you are the chairman, for scrutiny and further action. if
warranted. At the present time, | would estimate completing this work
in several more weeks or possibly a couple of months. Rather than
sending it to you through the mails, however, | would much prefer
handing it to you in the course of a personal interview, perhaps to-
gether with one or more others of your committee to be .selected by
you, in Washington. Naturally, 1 would like to know, first, if this
would be agreeable with you, and, second, if such a trip on my part
would not be considered at the '‘convenience of the govermment'. In
short, are funds available to your committee to defray the limited ex-
penses that would be involved for such a trip?

| trust that you understand my position and agree that this -is
a matter requiring a carcful approach.

-

Sincerely yours,

Albert S. Patterson

,‘“
s porrdeii ¥
* T -

ASP:s
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-WALLACE F. DUWNITT, UTAN, VICE CNAIRMAN

- NERMAN £. YALMADGT, GA. 20MN SHCRMAN COORER, KY.

TALLIAM 8, SFOMD, AR VA, LEN B, JORDAN, IDAHO

-~
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) Mr.‘Albert S. Patterson

BOUAMN R FERN, OOEF COUNSTL. . ) ’
Winded Slafes Denale
SELECT COMMITTLE ON STANDARDS AND CONDUCT

i WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

August 24, 1971

507 West 111th Strcet
Nev York, New York 10025

Dear Mr. Patterson:

Senator Stennis, as the Chairman of the Select Committee
on Standards and Conduct of the U. 5. Senate, has asked
me to reply to your letter of August 20, 1971.

The Committee would be interested in seeing any evidence
which you have relating to alleged misconduct by & Senator.
In order for me to determine whether the matter lies within
the jurisdiction of this Committee, and to make a
preliminary evaluation of the evidence, I would like to
have a better idea of what you have before we suthorize
any expenses for your travel to Washington, D. C. I

would suggest that you send me & sworn statement £f <Ihc
allegations together with enough of the underlying
evidence on which I can base such a determination.
Naturally, this communication with you will be held on a
privileged and confidential basis.

¥With appreciation for your interest in the affairs of the -
Senate.

Sincerely yours,

R. Fern
ef Counsel

Ben jan2)
Chi

BRF/dbk . R
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Nev York, N,Y, 105 °
Soptember 3, 1971

BenjamindR, Fern, Esq.*®
Chicf founsgel

Seleet {ttece on Stat;darda and Conduct*
United States Senate . B ‘ -
Washington, D,C, 20105 : T~

™ Dear Mr, Fern:

w 4

Thank you for your reply of August 24th to my letter of the 20th to
Senator Stennis. Since your initial interest has been expressed, 1 can tell
you that the scmator referred to ie Edward M. Kennedy, of Messacimsetts,

I heard the Scnator's radio/TV explanation of his "ecident” of mid- B

July 1969, in which Mary Jo Kopechne lost her life from droming, in the course
of which he made onc particular statement that, due to certzfa specific knowl-
edge that I possess, left me with no choice but disbelicf, Some time later, I
obtained a published copy of the inquest that was held the fsllowing winter and
¥ Cound the same incredible statcment made under oath, alongwith a number of
others that I cannot but regard as perjurious, not only on tke prt of Senator .
,Kennedy but others vho ware members of the party.

A sworn statement of my allegations together with waderlying evidente,

- such as ycu request, would constitute vhat 1 want to presen: o the Committees
w.' in pecrson and discuss with them, and I hope the reasm for such strong

preference will become apparent in tha light of the followixg, if it is nmot
already. :

1 understand your desire for preliminary informatim well enough, and
to provide you with such I am enclosing hercwith a photocopy of the last page
of the mentioned published inquest that carries the wost simiffeant portion of
presiding Justice Doyle's official Opinion, If you are not already familiar
with the fact, Senator Keanedy stated under oath during the inquest that he:had
left the cottage that evening at 11:15 with the intention of returning directly
to his hotel 4n Edgartown, after .dropping Miss Kopcchne -off at hers, and that
he was unavare that he had made a "wrong turn" until the meeeat just before his
car went oif the bridse, I now draw your attention to the fact that Justice
Boyle cxpressed grave doubt as to the veracity of thosc statements, (Vhat is
equally unbelievable to me is that Justice Boyle concerned kfmself with vhether
there was “anything eriminal in {(Senator Y.ennedy's) oparatiem of the motor ve-
hicle (eiphasis added), rather than the Scnator's motive far deliberately turn-
ing tcward the bridge instead oi the ferry, as he (the Justice) obviously sus-

pects. Incidentally, after having read only a portion of tie inguest, I wrote _
_ to Justice Boyle and asked to whom the {nformation should be given 4{f there was

reasoa to belicve that perjury had been committed in this fmgoest, I yecoived
no veply.) ~ R
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“Mr. Pern (' ST ~ (‘ S

Page 2 ... Sopt. 3, 194 - ’ CONFIDENTIAL

If your interest is now further arcused, and 4{f you should bo inter- ..
ested in reading the entire finquest, it is obtainable (51,00 per eopy) from
Magnum=Réyal Publishines Co., 1560 Broadway, Ycw York, W.Y, 10036, It has numer -
ous photproraphs that are helpful, as well as the complcte testimony 6f all wit=
neeses. § Should you decide to avail yourself of such a version, I respectfully

suggest fhat you do 5o in the most "unofficial'' manner possible, ssch as t.hrough "

a private citizen or &s one yourseclf,

. The questinn has probably erfsen in your mind as to why I should have
perceived the alleged perjurious statements and why it would seem that I, alone,

1 should have noticed a false stetement in the Senator's Yexplanatiom.™ I cannot

answver the question, loreover, it has scemed most unusual to me as well., It is
poseible that a few others did notice it but considecred it more discrecet, 1f not
safer for person, to remain silent, I cannot do so, And I will add in this
vespect that reactions to the inquest from profescional observers could be surmed
up in the way onec of them expressed it: ‘'More questions were raised than were °
answered."” It is possible, too, that my having perceived the false statcment in
the radio/TV account sensitized me to an appreciably sreater degree - than all

the others (?7) vho recad the inquest or were involved and therefore made me morec
parcéptive, To conclude this question from my standpoint, I refer you once again
to the parenthetical portion of the last paragraph on the preceding page.

If you still want a sworn statement from me, kindly prepare the state-
mz.nt based on the information given herefn (in duplicate, please), send it to me
and I will efther sign &t before a netary public or use it as ¢ gnide to make
«nother in which such alteratioas as I may believe are in order and proper,’ end

¢ #end it to you after notarizaiion, : :

Please be mindful that what I wish to present to the Committee is "new
1ight" that 1 am convinced will .exposa perjury and offer sound explanation for
other incredille statements snd contradictions, as well as possibly opening the
vny, finally, for justice to resume its proper course,

As {ndicated in wmy letter to Senator Stennis, however, I sm in the pro-
coss of preparing and .esscmbling 4n proper and 1utelliglble order the various
statements and allegations referred ‘to that I regard perjurious and unsupport-

- able, There ig a limited amount of tima I can spare for this work, hovever,
end 1t 4is not anticipated being finiched before the end of this month., In fact,
I have not been able to finiech reading quitc all of the testimony snd I wish to
do 80 In the interest of thoraughness,

A reply at your carliest convenfence would be appreciated,
Very truly yours,

Albert S. Patterson ' : {

ASP:g
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS ASR-CONDUCT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20519

Septesver 8, 1971

Mr. Albert S. Patterson
507 West 111lth Street

~ New York, New York 10025

Dear Mr. Patterson:

I have your letter of September 3, 1971 dbut I regret

that I cannot express any further interest in your .-
matter until I have the bases of your allegﬁlons -
before me in order to evaluate then.

Sincerely yours,

%WQJ/

Chief Counsel
BRF/dbk _ : - -

PO TR

V1
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- At 507 West 111th Street. o
' New York, N.Y. 10025 ﬁS“

July 239, 1972

PRIVA'IE and CONFIDENTIAL

Honorlle John Stennis, Chairman

Select Committee on Standards and Conduct
Senate Office Building . ~
washington, D.C.

Re: Kennedy-Kopechne Inquest
Dear Senator Stennis: :

Included among the several enclosures herewith is a photo-
copy of a letter I wrote you last August 20th, the present purpose
of which is to refresh your memory. Photocopies of sequelae to
that letter are also enclosed so that you may have the ready bene-
fit of full knowledge of subsequent developments. -

It has taken this long, almost a year, to renew the matter
with your Committee for several reasons. One is that, so numercus
are the perjuries and sc monstrous the hoax of the alleged "acci-
dent" and the zttempted “rescue", the task kegun proved far greater
than then envisioned. Not just the Senator in gucstion, but virtu-

ally every survivor of the cook-out party committed poiiury, il et

all. And as I went deeper and assembled and organized the evidence,
I found myself facing the duty of writing a full-scale book, expos-
ing the whole affair for what it was. This could not be accomplish-
ed in the relatively short time I anticipated in the late summer of
1971. ’

Another time-consunming task concerned what I then considered

a most obvious and flagrant perjury (alluded to in my letter to Mr.

Fern). My contention was based on what was regarded some years ago
as sound, scientific fact. Nevertheless, I decided that obtaining

"unimpeachable confirmation from competent and recognized authority -

would be the kest course before msking such an accusation openly.

I wrote many letters, but received very fow replies. I also dig
further research and discovered that knowledge in the area involved
has been extended since it was taught.to me. Not that the eariier
teachings have been refuted, but modified. I am still extremels
skeptical of the Senator's claim, but a retreat of even less t

1% from a previously belicved 100% appliczbility forces me to aban—
don accusation of perjury on this particular ground. There is no
point in pursuing this specific item further--at least, at this
mement--and it is not menticned in my book. Others abound.

3R IS
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Senator Stennis (‘ Page 2 PRIV{!aﬁ CONFIDENTIAL

Also from the standpoint of time, I felt obliged to read two
books on the subject that came to my attention late last fall and
winter.f They are mentioned in my book. Aadditionally., this has
necessxrily been a spare-time project.

o much for accounting for interim time and transpirationms.
As you will see, the enclosed manuscript is the first section of-
my book, All Honorakle Men (and Women). Although exrerpts from
the testimonies of a number of others are included, it deals prin-

. cipally with the Senator's testimony. It constitutes about twenty-

five percent of the total, which is about three-quarters or a little
more finished as of this writing. I believe this is the portion
your Committee would be most concerned with, and/or concerned with
first. Certainly, it more than satisfies Mr. Fern's request for
"underlying evidence" of my allegations of perjury. Where seven
outright perjuries are cited and detailed in the mamscript, three
additional ones were perceived as my work progréssedin sections
dealing primarily with the testimonies of others closely associated

-with him and these additional perjuries are cited therein.

-~ —

i Y

I reinforce the recommendation made early in the book that
Mr. Kennedv's testimony be read straight through in srder to gain
the best overall view and comprehen'non of the =2v~nt as a whole

. then go ack and look up the perjuries and quasi-perjuries as they

Are reoforonced. D:talll"" of the perjuries bagins om page 20, the
quasi-perjuries (anomalies) on page 25. “Skim" reaging would be a
serious mistake. '

. _ You and/or your colleagues may find yourselves wondering
about the authenticity of my source. I received my eopy of The
Inquest from the Clerk of Courts in Edgartown, having been re-
ferred to her (Mrs. Campos) by Judge Boyle in his handwritten re-
ply to my inguiry to him about obtaining testimonial transcript.
Photocopies of that correspondence are also enclosed.

At the time I had the title page photocopied, I had antici-
pated copyrighting each section as it was finished. Then I learned --
that a restricted and limited circulation nf a manuscript prior to
publication does not jeopardize copyrightability, thket copyrighting
a work of this sort implies that-it has been made puklic. I did
not proceed with the copyright application and none of the manu-;
script has (yet) been made public.

. e mervatra’. o

Now there are several other things you should know, Mr,
Stennis, the importance -of which can nardly be overemphasized. At
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Senator Stennis page 3 PRIVATE and CONFIDENTIAL

this stage, I can only amplify the contents of the second para-
graph of my initial letter to you {(Aug. 20, ¥971). The informa-
tion c@:tained in All Honorable Men (and Women), especially the
first ction, is going to be made public. Whether it will be be-
fore o after a Senate investigation/action will depend almost ex-
clusively on the decision made by your Committee. 1In this connection,
it is most important that you know that I have made arrangements for
its publication as automatically as possible coinciding with my un-

 timely death or sudden and/or undue incapacitation. Especially
under such recgrettable circumstances, and to pre-answer the questicn
" that is certain to arise in the collective mind of a fair portion

of the public--whether you were made aware of it?--my experience
with you will be included in the publication. Not only will the |
publication be made domestically, but in several foreign countries
and in more than one foreign language (another time consumer). In
any event, the period of secrecy is approaching an end.

As you will note below, copies of this letter, with photo-

.- copies of the previous correspondence, are being sent concomitant-

ly to your fellow Committeemen. Additionally, a copy of the manu-

_script is being sent to your Vice Chairman, Senator Bennett. I
‘regret not keing able to provide each, individually, with a copy.
. However, if strictly private means for photocopyirng are availakle

to you, you have my permission to make extra copies for those di-
rectly concerned with this affair. )

Although I provide the answers to a number of hitherto un-
answered questions in my book, I daresay they stimulate still
others to which answers are yet lacking. I would anticipate be-
ing able to answer some of those, but there are questions still in-
completely answered in my mind, too. However, I believe the an-
swers are obtainable and my conviction is strong that they should
be found. .

A few of the questions in your mind(s) probably concern me.
For instance, you may wonder at my motive. That can be answered
readily in one word: duty. and please accept such assurance as
I can give that I do not seek to draw attention tc myself. I can
also tell you, and you may be interested in krowing it, that in | .
the past I have been given a governmental clearance for Secret.i '
The agency involved was the Navy; the time, circa 1958-1962. 1:
would assume this is verifiable through the records of either or
both the Navy and the FBI. . :
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Senator Stennis (. Page 4 PRIV, -5\ Jand CONFIDEMTIAL

Concluding for the moment, I now anticipate your agreelng
that a ersonal meeting and discussion of this matter between my-
] your Committee would be most desirable and advisable. I
nge to take the time to visit Washington largely at your
convenignce, as originally proposed, but would be ‘apenable to any
other suggestion you might like to offer. 1In any case, several

days' notice would ke preferred. ' .

'si§§gfely.
%4// T eeee
. _ Albert S. Patterson
ASP:s
Encl. )

o

cc: Hon. Wallace F. Bennett
Hon. John S. Cooper
Hdon. Len B. Jordan

Hon. William B. Spong, Jr.

Hon. Herman E. Talmadge N
Benjamin R. Fern, Esn.

P.S. Early acknowledgment of receipt of this communication by all
recipients would be appreciated.

D .

-~
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Dinis, I weould soy tha ‘vng .we" on Cape
Cod and having \.sued lhcsc 1 am aware some
102ds arc paved.

THE COURT: | 2m sorty, that is not guite responsivc. The
auestion is whether or not you realiced the road from the
ferry to the cottans was paved.

MR. DINIS: That is correct.

THE WITNESS: Yes,

THE COURT: That is, did you become aware of it during
your two §rips?

THE \\'lTinE>S Well, ¥ woold just say it was not of partic-
ular notic€ to me whether ivwas p:ncd or unpaved.

THE CO RT Were yuu ‘driving the car in either one of
these tim .
THE WITXESS: I was rol

Q (By Mr. Dinis) Weli, while you were driving down Dyke
Road and z2fter you noticsd it waz 2 dirt roz2g 2nd you
were dnving at ‘twenly miles an hour, what happened,
M:. Kennedy?

A Well I became — .

THE COURT: f'm going 1o ask one question. At any time
‘after you got on the unpaved road. the so<ailled Dyke
Road, did you have a realization thal you were on the
wrong road?

“THE WITNESS: No. ~~

THE COURT: Do you remember the question?

THE WITNESS: After I realized it was an unpaved road,
what did [ become aware of?

Q (By Mr. Dinis) Well, after you realized it was an unpaved
roag and that vou wete driving at twenty miles an hour,
what happened tien?

A 1 went off Dike Bridge or | went off a bridge.

Q You went off a bridge into the water?

A That is correct.

Q Did vou apply the brakes of that automobile prior to
going off into the water?

A Perhaps a fraction of a second before.

Q What promptad vou to do that?

A Well, U wasabout to gooff a bridze and 1 applied the brakes.

Q Were there any hglhs in that arca?

A- Absolutely no lights in that area ] noticed other than the
Bights on my vehicle.

T Did you realize at that moment that you were not heading

for the ferrv?

; At the moment 1 went off the bridge, 1 certainly did,

' Do you recall whethar or not the - strike that question —
well, what happened after that. Senator?

A “.eu I remembered. the sehicle itseif just beginning to go
off the Dike Bridge{ard the next thing I recall is the
~mevemeni of Miry Jo next to me, the stru"ghn" perhaps
hitting or kicking me and {, at this time, opencd my sves

on me; that it was pitchblacke I knew thai and i was able
to get half a gulp, T would say, of air before | became
completely immersed in the water. I realized that Mary Jo
and | had to get out of the car.
1 can remember reaching down to try and get the door-
knob of the car and lifting the door handle and pressing
against the door and it not moving. I can remember reach-
ing what 1 thought was down, which was really up. to
whare 1 thought the window was and feeling alonz the
side to sce if the window was open and the window was
closed, and § can remember the last scnsation of being
compMely out of air and inhaling what ust have been a
half a lung full of water and assuming that 1 was going to
drown and the full realization that no one was goireg to be
lookmg for us that right until the next morningind that ]
wasn't going to get out of that coar alive and then somchow
I can rememo=r coming up to the lust energy of just push-
ing_ pressing. and coming up to th2 surface.

Q S*nawr, how did you realize that you were upside down
in the car?

A Because - that was a feeling that T had as soon as 1
bseame aware that — the water rushine inand the tlack-
ness. § knew that § was, | felt | was uuu‘.;doxxn’l toaily
wasn't sure cf ""l)'lhm“ but § thoupht i Was upage down,

Q Were you aware that the windows on the pussenger’s side
ware blown cut of the car, were smashed?

A I have read ihat subxqucntl) ] wiusn't aware of it ai the
time.

- and realized | was upudcdown that water was crasiaing in

E0f TasTL

>O>O> O>O>0>0

(£)

= A

A |

waler wervelyy

.
= In o=
swe weme m oS

Q Weore ycu""" re hers was any w2
the passenger’s si.

There was ;orgrlcxc blackness. Water seemed to rush in

from every point, from the windshicld, from vaderneath

me, abovelme (It almost secnied like you couldn't hoid

the water bhck (‘wn with your hands. What ! wvze conccious

of was the msfnn- of the water, the blackness, the facl

that it was 1mpossxhlu to even hold it back.

And you say at that time you had a thought to the gffect

that you may not be found untii moming?

] was sure that | was poing to drown.

Did you mazke any observations of the condmonof )hs

Kopechne at that time? ; .

At what time? . N

At that particular moment when you were thnshmg around

in the car?

Well, 2% the mement ! was throshing arsend | wze :.';.':::;

to {ind a way lhai we both couid get oul of the car, and at

some time after | tried the door and the window | became

convinced | was ncver going to get out.

Was the window closed at that time?

The window was open.

On the driver s side?

That’s correct.

And did you go through the window to get out of the car?

1 have no idea in the world how | got out of that car.

Do you have any recollection as to how the automobile

feft the bridge and went over into the water? *

How it left the bridzc?

Yes. What particular path did it take?

No.

Did it turn over? -5

} have no idea. —a

THE COURT. 1 would like to inquire, Mr. Dinis, some-

thing abou! the opcration of the car, if vou are finished.

MR. Dl\'!S Go richt shead, your Hor.or,

THE COURT. You are driving along the dike sandy road

and you are approzching the Dike Bridec. Now, can vou

describe to me what you saw, what you did, what hap-

pened from the point when tirst yvou saw the bridge?

TIE WITNFSS 1 woui¢ »stimate that time te b2 fractions

of a secoud from thw tie that | tirst saw the brides and

wus on the bridrz,

THE COURT. Did you have on your high beams, do you

remember?

THE WITNESS. I can't remember.

THE COURT. Is it your custom to use high beams whee

you are driving?

THE WITNESS. I rarely drive, I really couldn’t tell you. {

may have. .

THF-COURT. 1% is recommended.

THE WITNESS. 11 is recommerdead, but sometimes if there

is a mist ycu see beiter with low beams.

THE COURT. Did you see the bridge before you actually

reached it?

THE WITNESS. The split second before I was on it.

'nn; COURT. Did vou sec that it was at an angle to the

road? -

THE WITNESS. The bridge was at an angzle lo the road?

THE COURT. Yes. )

TUHE WITNTSS. Just before going on it I saw that. ~ (6

THE COURT. Did you make any attempt to tum your

wheels (o follow that anele?

TIET WITNESS. | believe I did, your Horor. T would as

sutne that 1 Lid try 10 20 on the bridze®]( appeared to m2

at that time that the yoad went straicht, H

THE COURT. Were you looking ahead at the time you

were driving the car, ai ihat time?

THE WITNESS, Yes, ! was.

TUHE COURT. Your atiention was not dm:ned by any-

thing els2?

TIE WVITNESS. No, it wasn'1.

THE COURT. ! dan’t want to foreclose vou, M. Dinis. !

A

> O> .O> o

L

want to 2o intn ithe auestion of alccholic bewrises
criaps you had thst in mind later?
MK, DINIS. Yes. vous Honor,
Tile COURT. Alinzht
Q Goina back 10 the cottaze earlicr in the day. yvou staicd
vou volunteeied the informnaticn that yvou hud a rum 2nd

Cocu-Cola? 2;‘
! R <Y 45T 220 ¢ (7'1
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A That is right.

Q Did you have moie than onz?

A YCS 1did.

Q How many did you have?

Q
A
A

A 1hadtwo,

THE COURT. What time was this?

THE WITNESS. The first was about 8 o'clock.

THE COURT. I would like to go back before that. { think
:hat you sa you visited soing‘friends at the Shiretown
nn? 7

THE WITN'SS That is righty’

THE COUR§. Did you do séme drinking then?

THE WITNESS. T had abput a third of beer at that time.
THE COURT. And you had nothing further until this.
THE WITNESS. No. 1 kad nothinz further.

And when did you have tlus second rum and coke?
The second some time later on in the evening. 1 think
before dinner, sometime about 9:i3, It would be difficult
for me to say.

Now, during the afternoon of the 18th did vou have occa-
sion to spend some time with your ncphw. Joseph
Kennedy?

1 might have greeted him in a brief greeting. but otherwise,
no. [ know he was concerned about where he was going to
stay; that he had some reservations and that somehow
they had gotlen cancelied. but I would ssy other than a
casual passing and a greeting, 1 would say No.

He was at this time on Chappaauiddick Island?

Not to my knowledee. I never saw him at Chappaquiddick.

I might have scen him in inquiring whether he could stay
at the Shizctown Inn.
Did he stay with you in your room?

Q
A
2 Did you see him at the Shiretown Inn?
Q
A

- -
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No, be did not.

THE COURT. I would like to ask some qucshons You

s2id you had a portion of beer late in the afternoon at the

Shiretown Inn?

THE WITNISS. That is correct.

THEE COURT. Then you had two rums and coke at this

covsage at Chappaquiddick lsland somce tirac after you

‘artivea.a, St §:307

THE WITNESS. That is right.

{THE COURT. Who poured those drinks?

THE WITNESS. Mr. Crimmins poured the first one. |

poured the second onc.

THE COURT. What amount 6f rum did you put in?

THE WITNESS. It would be difficult, your Honor, to

estimaie,

TRHE OCURT. Well, bv ounces.

THE WITNLSS. Bv ounces? | suppose two ounces.

THE COURT. { mean, some people pour heavy drinks.
* Some pour light drinks.

THY WITNESS. Yes.

THE COURT. When did you take the last one?

- THE WITNESS. I would think about 9 o’clock. The only

way ] could judge that, your Honor, would be that i ate

about 10:00 and it was some time before 1 ate.

THE COURT. You had nothing alcoholic to drink after

eating?

“THE WITKESS. No.1 didn't.

THE COURT. How much liquor was at this cottage?

THE WITNESS. There were several bottles so that |

wouldn't be able to tell specifically.

THE COURT. Not a farge supply?

THE WITNESS. 1 wouldn't be

Therc was an adequate supply.

THE COURT. Was there a sustain:d amouat of drinking

by the proup?

THE WITNESS. No, there wasn't.

THE COURT. By any rarticulzr pepon?

THE WITNESS. Not that 1 noticed. There wasn™t prior to

the time { left.

THE COURT. Mr. Honily, you have advised vour client of

his constitutiona! rights?

MR. HANIFY. Yos. 1 have, your Honor,

THE COURT. Were vou at any un.e that cvening under

the influence of sleohol?

THE WITNISS. Absolutely not.

THE COUXT. Did you uibibe in any nascotic drups that

ewning?

atle to tell how much.

>O>0

> >0

> O>0

> 0»0
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THE WITNESS. AbC. not.

THE COURT. Did 2nyone at the party to your knowkége’
THE WITNESS No, absolutely not.
THE COURT. In your opinian would vou be sober s the
time that you operated the motor vehicle to the Dike _
Bridge? ( J) --
THE WITNESS. Absolutely sober. ™™
Senator Kennedy, what did vou do immediately following
yeurrelcase from the automobile?
1 was swept away by the tide that was flowing &t an .
extraordinary rate through that narrow cut lhe'e‘aﬂ
swept along by the tide and calied MaryJo's name wai! 1
was able 10 make my way to what would be the east sde
of that cut, waded up to about my waist and started back
to the car. at this time was gasping and belching and cowgh-
ing, went back just in front of the car.
Now, the headlights of that car were still on and § was
able to get to what J thought was the front of the aar,
although it was difficult - and 1 was able to identify the
front of the car from the rear of the car by the Eehts
themsvives. Otherwise | don't think I would be able wotell
How far were you swept aiong by the current?
Approximately 30-40 fzet.

Did you pess under the bridge?
The vehicle went over the bridee on the south side and
rested on the south side, and that was the dircctionthe
current was flowing, and § was swept } would think to the
south or probably east, which wou!d be the eastern shore
of that. \

Some 30 feer?

] would thirk 30 to 40 fcet.
Now, in order to get back to the car was it necessary for -
you to swim?
1 couldn’t swim at that timc because of the curmremt. }
waded into — swam to where | could wade and then waded
along the shore up to where | could go to the froni of the
car and start diving in an atlempt to rescue Mary Jo. -’K,
Was the front of the car facing a westeriy directon?
I would think i1 was facine in a northerly dircrzon.
Well, in rorard to the bridge could you d:ascribe w2
location o1 the antomabile with relation te the bralze?

Well, your Honor, in the direction of north and south |
vlhld()h' vuat § Can.
THE COURT: We don't have any map, do we?

MR. TELLER. The bridee runs rorth and south, ﬁnﬂ,

closc to north and south.
THL COURT. That is, coming towards Edgartown woald
be north 2nd towards the ocean would be souln"

MR.TELLLER, Yvus, sir,

MR, DINIS. Mayv we use the chaik, your Honer?
THE COURT. Yes. if it is helpful.
Would that be helpful, Mr. Kennedy?
It may o.
1 believe there is a board behind you.
f‘.ssuming the bridge is north and south~

'Ts.

[Witness draws a sketch on blackboard.)
I would bet that that bridze runs more cast—west than
north - souts. —
MR. TELLER. Not directly north, but somheast-mh-
wist.
VWill you indicate, Mr, Kennedy, Edgartown? -
I would rathe) have counsel draw and respond. I w2 be
delichted 10 do whatever the Court desires.
THE COURT. It is only for the purposes of illustration.

. THE WITNESS. 1 suppose the rodd runs somelhmi Eke

o>

this.

THE COQURT, Vou 2re trying to get the relation of the car

to the bridese?

MR. DINIS, Yes, vour Honor.

As you went ofi the bridgz.

1 think 1t wasiike thee

TH ECQURT. AY right, Mr. Dinis.
r. Keanedy, atter you eme: pod from the automobile you ,

qv yOu weid swept fone ?0 feet away from the &, s

tirat correct?

In this dircetion (:..uuatmg].

And how much tims did & take vou after vou left the

antomaedy’e 10 he swept down to about 30 fect, downthe

river?

FIRREY T

)9



T TS A s

S U G N O i USSR S i

-

)

A

R>P0 >LO

»

> R

>0>»0 > O

>0>020

o

NN R St e = e Ve ity

v o by S+ e et

+

By the timne ] canic up I was, the b(.;tima(: would be
somewhers over here, which would be probably 8-10
feet, it is difficult for me to estimate specifically. and 1
think by the time I was able at laist to scgain my
strength, I would say it is about 30 fect after whick time
1 swam in this direction unti! | was able 10 wade, and
wade back up here to this point here. and went over 1o
the front of the car. where the front of the car wus, and
cravwied ovf to here, dove here. and the tide would
iS Way there, and than | dove repeatedly from
il, I would say, the end. and then | will be
the firsi coupl: of times. again back over
to this side, would come back seain and s2ain 1o this paint
here, or perhaps the third or fourth time to pain en-
trance 1o somec arca heie wntil 4t, the very end when
couldn’t hold my breath any longer | was breathing so
beavily it was down 1o just a matter of seconds. } would
hold my breath and 1 could burely pet underneath the
water. 1 was just able to hold on to the metal undercar-
riage here, and the water itself came rizht out to where I
was breathingand i could hold cn, 1 k.-ew that § just could
not get under water any more.

And you were fully aware at that time of what was
transpiring?

Well, | was fully avrare that 1 was trying to get the girl
out of that car and I was fully aware that | was deing
everything that | possibly could to get her out of the car
and | was fully aware at that time that my head was
throbbing and my neck was aching and | was breathless,
and at that timc, the last time, hopelessly exhausted.
You were not cunfused at that time?

Well, I knew that there was a girl in that car and | had to
get herout. ] knew that.

And yoit tool. steps t0 get her out?

I tried the best | thousht I possibly could to get her out.
But there was no contusion in your mind about the fact
that there was a person in the car and that you were doing
the best you could to get that person out?

1 was doinz the very best | could to get her out.

THE COURT. May [ ask you some questions herc about
the depih of the water? ‘

swept away

~THE WITNESS. No, it was not possible to stand. The
_highest level of the car to the surface were the wheels

and the undercarriage itself when | held onto the under-
carriage and the tide would take me down, it was up to
this point. {Indicating.}

{By the Court] You were not able to stand up at any
point atoung 2ny portion of that car?

THE WITNESS. Yes.

Mr. Kennedy, how many times if you recall did you make
an effort to submerge and get into the car?

I would say seven or eight times. At the last point, the
seventh or eighth attempts were barely more than tive-'or
eight-second submersions below the surface. | just couldn’t
hold my breath any longer. I didn’t have the strength even
to comc down even close 1o the window or the deor.

And do you know how much time was used in these
efforts?

It would be difficult for me to estimate, but I would
think probably 15-20 minutes.

And did you then remove yourself from the water?

I did.

And how did you do that?

Well, in the last dive [ lost contact «ith the vehicle again
and | started to come down this way here and § ict
mysclf float and came over to this shore and I camic onto
this shore herz, 2nd | sort of craviled and | stagacred up
some place in here and was very exhausted and spent on

the grass.

On the west bank of the river?

Yes.

As indicated by that chart?

Yes, that's correct.

And how long did you spend resting?

Well, J would estimate probably 15~20 minutesiryirna to

g2t my - I wus coughing up the water and ¥ was exhzusted
and § suppose the best estimate would be 15 or 20 min-
utes. :

Now, did you sav earlier yocu spent 1S or 20 minttes
trying to recover Miss Kopechne? .

>0P» O> O>

>O0>0>0>0>0%» O» > O >0

That ts comect.

And you srer* another 15 or 20 minutes recoveriag on
the west nde of the siver?
That is comrect.
Now, following your 1est period, Senator, what did you.
do after that? N Tt
well, I— :
You may remain seated. ‘

c Adlright. Aft€r T was able to regain my breath [ went back

to the road and I started down the road and it was
extremely dark and I could make out no forms or shapes
or figures, and the only way that { could even sée the
path of the road was looking down the sithouettes of the
trees on the two sides and I could watch the sithouette of
the trees on the 1wo sides and | started gning down that
rozd walking, teolling, jogging, stumbling, as fast as |
possibly could. .

Did you pass any houses with lights on?

Not lo(m knowledge; never saw a cottage with a light on
it. —

And did- you then return to the cottage where your
friends had been gathered?

That is cornrect. .

And how bong did that take you to make that walk, do
you recall?

I would say approximately fifteen minutes. .
And when you arrived at the cottage, as you did, is that
true?

That is true.

Did vou speak to anyone there?

Yes, I dig.

And with whom did you speak?

Mr. Ray LaRosa.

And what did you tzll him?

Is2id, get me Joe Garcan. . -
And was Joe Gargan there?

He was thers, ’

He wasat the party?

Yes,

TIi¥ COURT: Excusc me a moment. Did you go ins'de -

the cottage?
Tiit: WVITNESS: No. I didn’t go inside.

Q (By \r. Dinis) What did you do? Did you sit in the auto-

>
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mobile at that time?

Veell. | came up 10 the cottage, there was a car parked
there, a white vehicle, and 2s 1 came up to the back oi the
vehicle, 1 sew Ray Lakkosa at the door and 1 said. Ray,
‘get me Joe; and e mentioned something like, right away,
and as Le was going in 1o get Joe, I got in the back of the
car.

Ivi kis white car?

Yes.

And now,did Jo: come to you?

Yes, he did. ’

And did you have conversation with him?

Yeos, ¥ did,

Wouid vou tell us what th2 conversation was?

1 said, vou had better g2t Paul, too.

Did you tell hiry wiat happened?

At that time @ said, beiter got Paul, too.

What Lappened after thar?

Well, Pau! came out, got in the car. I said, there has been a
territle aceident, we have zot to go, and we took off down
the road, the Main Raad there,

How long had you known Mr. LaRosa prior to this eve-

scu femidar wiad the fact or - strike that - di
have any knowizdyc that Mr. LaRosa had some expe
in skindiving?
No, I never did.
Now, before you drov: dowa the toad, did vou make any
further explanations to Mr. Gargan or Mt. Markham?
Before drivinz? No. sir. | said, there has been a terribie
acsident, fet’s g, and we took off —
Arnd ey went —- -
— driving,

hey drove aemriedly down?

“richt,
Tovards tae Dike Bridoe area.

you

il vears, ien years, cigitt or ten vears. §
ence
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Q And wher: did you finally stop the white automobiie that
you were fuding i6?

A Mr. Gargan drowe the vehicie across the oridee to some

- location heie (indicating) and turned it so that its head-

lights shown ower the water and over the submerged
wehicle. (Indicating on blackbo2rd )

Q And what happencd after the th:ce of you arrived there?

A Mr. Gargan $:d Mr. Markham took oif all thair clothes,
dove into thé water, and proceeded 10 dive Tepeatediy 10
try and save Kary Jo.

Q Now, do yo@ recall what particular time this is now when
the three of gou were at the ~- . '

A I think it wa® at 12:20, Mr. Dinis. | believe that | looked
at the Vatiant's clack and believe that it was 12:20.

Q Now, Mi. LuRosa semainvd at the cottoge?

A Yes, he did.

Q Was Mr. LaRosa aware of the accident?

A No, he hadn’t heard - no, I don’t believe so.

C ~ No one else at the cotiage was told of the accident?

e -

. No.

Q Ho: ’many times did you go back to Dike Bridge that
night?

A Well, that was the only —

Q After the accident, that was the only occasion?

A The only time, the only occasion. .

Q Now, how long did Mr. Markham and Mr. Gz2rgan remain

there with you on that particular occasion?

1 would think about forty-five minutes.

And they were unsuccessiul in entering the car?

Well, Mr. Garpaa got hali-wzy in the car. When he came

out he was scraped all the way from his elbow. underncath

his arm was all bruised and bloodicd ?and (Kis13Thé one
time that he was able 1o gain cntrance I begheve into the
car itself.

And did he talk to you about his experience in t1ying to

get into the car?

Well, I was unable to. being exhausted, to get into the

water, but 1 could see exacily what was happening and,

made some supgestions. -

So (hat you wcre participating in the rescue efforts?

Wei., io that extent.

You were fully aware of what wac transpiring at thet time?

Well, I was fully aware that Joe Gargan and Paut Markham

were trying to zetin that car and rescue that girl, } certainly

would say that. .

Did you know at that time or did you haw any ide2 how

long Mary Jo had been in the water?

Well, I knew that some time had passed.

Well, you testitied earlier that you spent some fifteen or

twenty minutes of —

Well, Mr. District Attorney, I didn't add up the time that

] was adding to rescue her and time on the beach, the

shore, and the time to get back and the time it took back

and calculate it.

Q Was it fair to say that she was in the water about an hour?

A Yes itis.

Q Was there any effort made to call for assistance?

A No, other than the assistance of Mr. Gargan and Mr.
Markham.

Q I know, but they failed in their efforts to recover —

A That is right.

Q — Miss Kopechne?

A That is correct.

{Discussion off the record.)
MR. DINIS. 1 believe, your Honor, before the witness left
the courtroom thc question was whether or not any
assistance had becn asked for.
THE COURT. [ think the answer had been No.

Q [By Mr. Dinis] Aad now may I ask you. Mr. Kennedy.
was there any veason why no additional assisiance was
asked for? '

A Was there any reason?

Q Yes. was there any particular reason why you ¢6id not call
either the pohice or the fire dopartment?

A Well Tintended to report it 1o the pohice.

THE COURT. That is not quite responsiswe to tie ques
tion. )

Q Was there a reason why it did not happen at that tine?
THE COURT. Cail for assistance.
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THE WITNESS. | i{'ld 1o call for assistance =d to
report the accident o the police within a few short mo-
ments after eoing back into the car.
IY sec, and did something transpirc o preveat this?

es.
What was that? .
With the Court’s indulgence, to prevent this, if the Court ™~
would permit me | would like to be abic to relate 8 the
Court the immediate period foilowing the time that r.
Gargam, Markha:n and | got back in the car.
THE COURT. I have no objection.
MR. DINIS. | have no objection. .
THE WITNESS. Responding to the question of the Dis-
trict Attorney —
MR. DINIS. Yes. - .
THE WITNLESS. —at some time, | believe it was aboul <5
minutes aficr Gargan and Markham dove they likewise
became exhausted and no further diving efforts appeared
to be of any avail and they so indicated to me and | 2eyeed.
So they came out of tie water and ame back into the car
and said to me, .r. Markham and Nr. Gargan at different
times as we drove dovwn the roed towards the ferry that it
was necessary to report this accident. A lot of diiferent
thoughts came into my mind at that lime about how | was
going to really to be able to call Mrs. Kopechae at some
time in the middle of the night to tell her that her
daughter was drowned, to be abl: io call my own mother
and my own father. relate to them, my wife, and 1 &wzn —
even though | knew that Mary Jo Kopzchar was de2d and
belicved firinly that ske_was in the back of that car | willed
that she remained ciive. o T -
As w¢ drove down that rozd [ was almost looking out
the front window 2n:3 windows trving to see ber walking
down that road. | relzzed this to Gargan and Markhsm and
they said they undersiood this teeling, but it was meces-
sary toreport it. And about this time we cams to the ferry
crossing 2nd | got oui of the car and we talked there just a
few minutes.
1 just wondercd how ali of this could pessibly have
happened. 1 also ka& sort of a thosght and the wish aad
desire and the heps tha. ..adenly this whele acovident
would disyppear, and they reiterated that this has 1o be
reported and I ender<iood at the time that 1 lefi that ferry
boat, left the slip whkure the ferry boat was, thatat had to
be reported and | heg full intention of rzporting it.and 1
mentioned 1o Garezs and Markham something kke.“You
take care of the girls, T will toze cae of the accidest.” —
that is what | said ar.d | dove into the water.,
Now, I siarird to swim out mnto thal lide and the v
suddenly became, fehr an extraordizary shove and almost
pulling me down agsin, the water puliing me down and
suddenly J rezlized a1 that time even as | fa:ded to realize
before 1 dove into the water that } was in a2 wezkened
condition, z!thouch as 1 had Jooked over that distance
between the ferry slim and the cther side. it seemed to me
an inconscgiivntial swim; but the water got coldar. the
tide began to drew pne out and jor the second time that
evening ! knew 1w poing to drown and the strength
continued to leave pme. By this time | was probatly 50
yards off the skore amd 1 remembered being swept down
toward the direction of the Edgariown Light and well out
into the darkness, amd 1 coniinucd to attempt to swim.
trisd 1o swim at a slower pace to b able 10 regain what-
ever kind of st.:neth qhat was leftin me.
And some time aftzr, I think it was about the middic
of the channel, a i:{the further than that, the tide was much
calmer 'gentier, ana % began to geimy — maks soma, p1og-
ress, and finally was sble to reach the other shorc‘;nd ali
the nightmares and xii the tragedy and ail the Joss of Mary
10's death was righ before me #zsin. And whea,l was
able to gain this sdiore, this Edgartown side, 1 pulied
mvself on the beacdh and then atiempted to gain some
strength. .
After that | walked up one of the stre2is in the direc-
ticn of the Shiretowm fnn.
By walhing up ope f the strects § walked imto a parking
ol thal wus agjecenl 10 the Jza and 1 can remember
alimost kaving no frrther strenzth 10 continue, and keaning
2zzinst a tree for & length of time, walkine tkrauzh e
garhong Koi, trving 2o 12ally pather seme kind of idea as t©
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‘ (."HY' S ANDC WHEREFORES ,(,.

"It appears to be appropriate at the outset of this inquest .
that the reason for its existence, the results that it is intend-
ed to gccomplish, and the rules of procedure and conduct I -am
adoptigg and or&erinq...gﬁoulé be pronounced... ‘

*'Inquests are, of course, primarily for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether or not any crime has been committed', says the
Massachusetts Law Quarterly, 1921. :

"'The primary object of an inquest is to ascertain facts, to

" decide the question of whether or not criminal proceedings shall

be instituted against the person or persons responsible for the

"~ death.', Massachusetts Law Quarterly, 1925.

*An inquest is an investigation. It is not a prosecution of
anybody. It is not a trial of anyone. It is the duty of the
Court to seek out and receive any and all informaticn and testi-
mony which is relevant, pertinent and material to the question as
to whether criminal conduct caused or contributed to the deatr

- and, conversely, to reject that which is not.

"Although the Judge is not bound by the rules of evidence that
apply in criminal cases, it is as much the duty of the Court to
decline to receive such improper testimony to the end that persons
innocent of any criminal involvement be not injured in reputaticn.

*"For the reasons stated above and because this is not an ad-
versary proceeding, transcript of testimony will not be furnished
to the District Atterney or counsel.” :

——

Slightly abridged, but with'nothing relevant owictcea, the asove
were the words of the Honorable James A. Boyle, presiding, at the
opening of the Kennedy-~Kopechne inquest, Monday morning, January 5,
1970.

~During the next four days, twenty-seven witnesses testified -
person and several others--physicians, medical technicians, a phys-

~icist, engineers, all with a most impressive professional biography

and array of gualifications in their respective fields--testified
by affidavit (which, unfortunately, permitted no questioning of
their statements). This took more than 750 pages of transcript,
and then came Judge Boyle's 4,000-word report, from which the fol-
lowing is excerpted. (The Inquest, p.125.)

*. ..there are inconsistencies and contradictions in the
testimony, which a comparison of individuval testimony will.
show. It is not feasible to indicate each one.*

Indeed, there were inconsistencies and contradictions. Som
were with respect to certain incidents of common experience given
by more than one witness, while others involve self-contradictian
and coptradiction with fact. The Judge, please note, implied dis-
belief of certain portions of Serator Kennedy's testimony by stat-
ing, a little further on and in view of a list of observable facts
gleaned from several of the testimonies (see appendix)--
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b | infer...tha.(,\ennedy and ¥cpechne did |\Wintend to re--
turn to Edgartown at that time; that Kennedy éx not intend
to drive to the ferry slip and his turn onto Dike Road was
intentional."” ’ , i

I/ believe it probable that Kennedy knew of the hazard that
1al ‘ahead of him on Dike Koad but that, for smme reason not
atbarent from the testimony, he failed to exercise due care
asf he approached the bridge."

I agree with the Judge. There were too many imconsistencies
and contradictions to indicate each one, but I this it is quite
feasible to indicate and expose a significant number of them, the
( most egregious and particularly those that can be shown to be ei-

+ ther self-contradictory and/or contradictory to fact and which
are, therefore, perjurious. Such exposure may enzble the reader

(including Judge Boyle) to take any of several possible courses:

(1) to remove the doubt as to whether Senator Kennedy knew of the

hazard that existed; (2) to remove at least some of the obscurity.

regarding the reason(s) why he did not exercise doe care in ap-
proaching the bridge; (3) to decide whether, in fact, the Senator
drove off the bridge deliberately, or (4) the reader may go baz’
to sleep. _

In essence, then, this book is intended to assist Judge Boyle.

One of the results of the exposure, however, may be the exposure

of some inconsistencies and contradictions (implief, at least) on

the part of the Judge (but the Judge is an honorakle man--so are

they all, all, honorable men (and women)). At the end of the book

.at least one possible course will be suggested in ease the reader
( asks, "what can be done about it?" —

The world knows that this inguest concerned amn alleged auto-
mobile accident in which, just before midnicht, Jeo}y 18, 1969,
Senator Edward M. Kennedy drove off a narrcw bridge on Chappaquid-
dick Island just off the southeastern coast of Massachusetts into

_-a tidai pond and that.a passenger, Miss Mary Jo Kopechne, subse-
. - .quently lost her life by drowning as a direct reselt.
.+~ .Much of the world knows that the inquest was held in secret.
; It was so secret, in fact, that, as indicated in tke Judge's open-

y ing remarks, transcripts of testimony were denied tke District At-
torney. Not so much of the woxld knows that the imquest was post-
poned four months, and only a little of the world knows, I suspect,
that the inguest has now been made public and is awailable to all.
Copies may be obtained ($1.00) by writing to the mblisher: Mag-
num-Royal Publications, Inc., 1560 Broadway, New ¥York, N.Y. 10036. -~
This'is the principal source--The Inguest--of the information
about to be given. It is in magazine form, and references tc spe-
cific statements in various testimonies will be made to page num-
bers therein, as on the preceding page. !

Two other bocks, to my knowledge, have previomsly appeared on
this broad subject. The first was .The Bridge at thappaguiddick
(Little, Brown & Co., Boston, in hardcover), oy Jack Olsen, a senior
editor of Time, who did a remarkable job of researching and then
recounting it most entertainingly. No reference ws made to the .
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inguest ard it is m ‘ probadble that he \-Jrote-(;!prio: tc the in-
guest, or in the fall of 1969.

The second was Teddy Bare (Western Islands, Belmont, Mass.),
by Zad Rust, which was written not only after the inquest, but af-
ter the emasculated Grand Jury session held another four months
after ghe inquest. Where Olsen devoted his literary talents te
the pfe-accident Kénnedy clan, including Teddy's Harvard ouster
and tygpical Kennedy incidents and anecdotes, the circumstances
leading up to the accident and its aftermath, plus his own abso-
lutely unigue hypothesis of how the "accident” might havc happen-
ed (and 1 wonder if he will continue to believe so, if he still
does, after he reads this book, if he does), Rust concentrated on
the inquest and the behind-the-scenes goings-on that may very well

(Tehave occurred. It is a devastating indictment of the Massachu-

- setts jud1c1ary, naming individual judges above Judge Boyle, but,
in my opinion, it does not strip Teddy "bare" Both books are
hlghly recommended to Kennedy—watchers and to any and all having
an interest in this tragedy or in the cause of justice. The for-
mer will probably be found in many libraries, if not bookshcps,
while the latter is available at most American Opinion bookstores
(look in your telephone directory) in paperback at $2.00. Other-
wise, the publisher can provide. Such is the scanty bibliogrz;..
herein. Both books will be referred to from time to time.

In the preceding excerpted quotations from The Inquest, as
well as in all the following, all indications of emphasis have
been added. Abridgement has been for the sake of coherence. Te~
dious and unnecessary repetition has been eliminated for ease in

. -reading, as well as irrelevancies regarding the selected exposures
'(:;and basic facts. For example, there are numerous instances where
' answers given were repez%tcd in the foiw ol anothie. question, only

to be reaffirmed. Those questioning accuracy of either content-or
intent may avail themselves of an essentially unexpurgated copy
from the source given.

Since Senator Kennedy is the surviving principal in this drama,
on whom all other testimonies are merely ancillary, and since he
also testified first, his testimony will be given first here. And,
let it be remembered, Senator Kennedy is an honorable manh--so are
they all, all, honorable men (and women). .

Footnotes will be indicated in the customary manner. Perju-
ries will be indicated by Roman numerals in brackets and will be
discussed fully, or sufficiently, in a section immediately follow-
ing testimony, while other statements of an unusual nature, such

" as might fall short of actual perjury, yet lack credibility, or
warrant special comment, will be indicated by Roman letters in
brackets and discussed similarly.

District Attorney Edmund Dinis put the guestions to Mr. Ken-
nedy, indicated by "Q", while the Sernator's answers are indicated
by "A®*. From time to time throughout the ingquest, Judge Boyle -
interposed with guestions of his own, his guestions being slightly
indented and preceded by the words, THE COURT.

See | A
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Dukes, ss. Edgartown District Court

Edgartown, Massachusetts -°
Monday, January 5, 1970

FIRST DAY -

‘ S THE TESTIMONY
B d OF
. - " EDWARD M. KENNEDY

C THE COURT: Senator, would you take the witness stand?
SENATOR KENNEDY: VYes. : ’ - ~

. EDWARD M. KENNEDY, Sworn o
EXAMINATION BY MR. DINIS: i

Q: Please give your name to the Court. -
A: Edward Moore Kennedy.
: Q: And where is your legal residence, Mr. Kennedy?
* . A: 3 Charles River Square, Boston.
Q: Directing your attention to July 18, 1969, were there plans
made by you to have a gathering on Martha's Vineyard Islandg?
" A: There were plans to participate in an annual sailing yegat-
- ta in Edgartown on Friday, July 18th and Saturcday, July 19th, ard _
- with my cousin Joe Gargon, Mr. Markham, Mr. LaRo<2 and a nuxder of
C other people.y
Q: Could you tell the Court what your activities were during
that afternoon from the time of your arrival? .
A: Well, I arrived shortly after 1 o'clock on July 18th, was
met-by Mr. John B. Crimmins, driven through town, traveled by ferr
'~ to Chappaguiddick Island to a small cottage there wheze 1I chanjca
: into.a bathing suit, later visited the beach on I imagine the east
' side of that island for a brief swim, returned to the cottaga and
’ changed into another bathing suit, returned to the ferry slip and
waded out to my boat, later participated in a race which ended ap-
proximately 6 o'clock. -
: When did you check into the Shiretown Inn that day?
A: ‘Sometime after 6:30, before 7 o'clock.
~ 0: What were your activities after that?
A: I returned to my room, washed up briefly and returned to -
Chappaquiddick Island.
: Q: Now, were you familiar with the island of Chappaquiddick?
A: Never been on Chappaquiddick Island befcre that day.
THE COURT: You said you took a swim on Chapvaquiddick Isiand
Friday afternoon? ~ :

1/ 4 neat evasion, the first crack out of the box, The question was wheizer
Mr, Fennedy had made such plans, obviously with the cook-out in mind.
The Senator, however, svoke merely cf "plans" involvirg 2 number of pegple
"to participate in a sailing regatta.™ )
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| THE WITNESS: Cxes, T did. -’ - Q. -

THE COURT: What automoolle was being used at that time?

THE WITNESS: A four-door Oldsmobile 88.

THE COURT: Who drove you to the beach? .

THE WITNESS: Mr. Crimmins.

THE COURT: Was the cag operated over the Dike Bridge or
was if left on the side?

THE WITNESS: No, it was operated over the Dike Bridge.

Q:7 Was there anyone at the cottage when you arrlved there at
7:30 p.m.?

A: No, I don't believe so.

Q: Were there any.other automobiles at that house that after-
noon?

A: One other vehicle, so there were two in total to the best of
my knowledge. :

. Q: Did you plan to stay overnight? ;

. A: No, I did not. ’

Q: What transpired after you arrived at the cottage?

A: I took a bath in the tub, which was mot available at the
Shiretown Inn, and soaked my back I later was joined by Mr. Mark-
bam, who arrived some time about 8 o'clock, engaged in conversation
with Mr. Markham until about 8:30, and the rest'of the group a:-
rived at 8:30 or shortly thereafter.

Q: Now, did you have dinner at the cottage?

A: Well, at 8:30 the rest of the group arrived and were made to
feel relaxed and at home, were served a drink, those who wanted
them, and steaks were cooked on an outdoor hurner by Mr. Gargan at
about qguarter of 10, I would think.

Q: Did you have occasion to leave the cottage -at any time dur-
ing that evening?

A: That is correct. Two different occasions.

Q: Would you please tell us about the first time? |

A: The first I left at approximately 11:15 and I left a second
time, sometime after midnight, by my best juément it would be ap-
proximately 12:15. I left the immediate vicinity of the cottacc
which was probablv fifteen or twenty feet outside the front doo:.

Q: Now, when you left on the first occasion, were you alone?

A: I was not alone.

Q: And who was with you?

A: Miss Mary Jo Kopechne.

Q: Anyone else?

A: No. [a]

Q: Do you know how she arrived?

. A: To my best knowledge she arrived in a white Valiant that
brought some of the people to that party. -
- Q: Do you know who owned that car?

A: I believe it was a rented car.

Q: When you left with Miss Kopechne, had you had any prior cor:~
versation with her? !

A: Yes, I had. At 11:15 I was talking with Miss Kopechne. :1I
noticed the time, desired to leave.and returm to the Shiretown Inn
and indicated to her that I was leaving and returning to town. She
indicated to me that she was desirous of leaving, if I would be-
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kmd erough to drop(‘c back at Her hotel. (/‘ well I'm leav-
ing immediately; spoke with Mr. Crimmins, requested the keys to the
car and left at that time.

Q: Does Mr. Crimmins usually drive your car or drive you? .

A: On practically every occasion. -

' Q:  Was there anything in particular that changed those circum-
stanch at this particular time?

A: 3 Only that Mr. Crimmins, as well as some of the ‘other fellows,
were ncluding their meal, enjoying the fellowship, and it didn't
appear pecessary to require him tc bring me back to Edgartown.

Q: And when you left the house at Chappaquiddick at 11:15, you ,
were dr:.v.mg‘>

A: That is correct.

Q: And where was Miss Kopechne seated?

(T‘ A: 1In the front seat. [B} ' o
Q: Was there any other person in the car at that time? .
A: No.

Q: Was there any other item, thing, or object in the car at
that time of any size?

A: Well, not to my knowledge at that particular time. [C)

Q: And on leaving the cottage, where did you go?

A: Well, I traveled down, I believe it is Main Street, toc!:
right on lee Road and drove off the bridge at Dike Bridge.

.Q: Did you at any time drive into Cemetery Road?

A: At no time did I drive into Cemetery Road.

Q: Did you pass any other vehicle at that time?

A: I passed no other vehicle at that time and I saw no other
person and I did not stop the car at any time between the time I
deft the cottage and went off the bridge.

-7 Qs Do you recall how fast you were driving when you made the
(: right on Dike Bridge?
‘ A: No. I would say approximately seven or eight miles an hour.

Q: And what were the lighting conditions and weather conditions?

" A: There was a reasonable amount of humidity. The night was
clear, extremely dark.

Q Were the windows opened or closed of the automobile?.

A: Some of the windows were open and some were closed.

"+« THE COURT: What about the window on your side?

THE WITNESS: I would expect it was open.
THE COURT: You don't remember that?
THE WITNESS: I don't remember that.
THE COURT: 'Was it a warm night?
- THE WITNESS: I would think it was cool at that hour.
. Q: Well, Mr. Kennedy, was the window on the driver's side open?

A: Yes, it was. (I] -

Q: And you have no recollection as to the windows on the pas-
senger's side?

A: To, I really don't.

Q: How fast were you driving ‘on Dike Road? ;

A: Approximately.twenty miles an hour. [II] .

Q: Well, were you aware at the time that yocu were driving on
a dirt road when you turned onto Dike Road?

A: I don't remember any specific time when I knew I was driving
on an unpaved road. I was generally aware sometime that it was .

" unpaved. o
. | 35
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When you left(.e heuse at 11:15, what (.your destination?
The Katama Shores,2/ the ferry slip, Shiretown.

Now, had you been over that road from the ferry slip to the
cottage more than once that day?

A: Yes, I had. -

Q: Did you recall at the t1me that-you noticed you were driv-
ing onfa dirt road, that the road from the ferry slip to the house
had bepn pavéd?

A: fwWell, Mr. Dinis, having lived on Cape Cod. and having visited
these _s1a“ds, I ar aware some roads are paved.

THE COURT: The question was whether or not you realized
the road from the ferry to the cottage was paved.

THE WITNESS: JYes.

THE COURT: At any time after you got on the unpaved rcad,
the so-called Dike Road, did you have a realization that you were
" on the wrong road?

THE WITNESS: No. [111)

“ Q: What happened then?
A: I went off Dike Bridge.
: Did you apply the brakes prior to going off into the water?
A: Perhaps a fraction of a second before. ,
¢t Well, what happened after that,  Senator? -

A: Well, I remembered the vehicle itself just beginning to g
off the D1ke Bridge (D] and the next thing I recall is the movement
of Mary Jo next to me, the struggling, perhaps hitting or kicking
me 3/ and I, at this time, opened my eyes and realized I was upside
down, that water was crashing in on me, that it was pitch blacx [IV].
I knew that and I was able to get half a qulp of air before I became
completely immersed in the water. I realized that Mary Jo and I had
to get out of thc car. '

I can remember reaching down to try and get the doorknob of
the car and liiting the door handle and pressing against the door,
and it not moving. I can remember reaching to where I thought the
window was and feeling along the side to see if the window was open,
and' the window was closed. And I can remember the last semnsation
of being completely out of air and inhaling what must have been .
half a lungful of water and assuming that I was going to drown and
the full realization that no one was going to be looking for us that
nlght until the next morning [E] and then somehow I can remember
coming up to the last energy of just pushing, pressing, and coming
to the surface. .

Q: Senator, how did you realize that you were upside-down?

A: Because--that was a feeling that I had as soon as I becanme

33
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2/ The motel where the young ladies stayed, also referred to as The Dunes.

3/ ®"Perhaps™? TWith both of them upside down, thi would have been a little
difficult. The normal thing when one is vvside down is to righl one's self,
unless it is deliberate, bul there was no.mention ef this. His account of
the actual Yaccidemt® and his miraculous "escape" is so filled witn distor-
4ions and outright fabrications it may be difficult to follow and look wp
each of the references in turn., Reading straight through for continuity,
then reviewing and looking up the references, is advised.

h/ Do you believe this? Upside down, vhat was he pushing and/or pressing
against? Rather, how was he doing it?

o »



aware that--the wate.wrushing in and the black(!!g. I knew that-
I was; I felt I was upside-down. [F] I really wasn 't sure of
anything, but I thought I was upside down.
Q: Were you aware that the windows on the passenger's side . y
were smashed? BRI
A: §I wasn't aware of it af the time.
Q: {Were yon aware that there was any water rushing in on the
passenper's side?
A: | There was complete blackness. Water seemed to rush in from
every boint--from the windshield, from underneath me, akbove me.
It almost seemed like you couldn't hold the water back with your
hands. b/ What I was conscious of was the rushing of the water
the blackness, the fact that it was lmp0551ble to even hold it y
back.
(“ Q: Did you mak. any observations of the condltlon of Miss Ko-
" pechne at that time?

A: At what tlme°§/

Q: When you were thrashing around in the car.

A: Well, at the moment I was thrashing around I was trying to
find a way that we both could get out of the car, and at some time
after I tried the door and the window I became convinced I was
never going to get out.

Was the window closed at that tlme?
The window was open.
On the driver's side?
That's correct.
And did you go through the window to get out of the car?
I have no idea in the world how I got out of that car.l/
Do you have any recollection as to how the automobile left
ridge and went over into the water?
No.
Did it turn over?
I have no idea. [V]
THE COURT: I would like to inquire something about the
X .operation of the car. Now, can you describe to me what you
saw, what you did, what happened from the point when you f:rs:
saw the bridge?
: THE WITNESS: I would estimate that time to be fractions
s of a second from the time that I first saw the bridge and was
on the bridge.
THE COURT: 'Did you have on your high beams?
THE WITNESS: I can't remember.
. THE COURT: It is recommended. -
THE WITNESS: It is recommended, %?t sometimes if there is
a mist you see better with low beams.2
THE COURT: Did you see that it was at an angle to the
road? »
- THE WITNESS: The bridge was at an angle to the road?

PO PO Y
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5/ The reader is requested to contemplate this statement, including tke
qualifying word, “almost",
6/ The question was most complex and ‘abstruse, of course.
7/ I have, Sce prge s6.
8/ Just what was the purpose of this verbal gamse? 3inutes before, he had
said the night was clear (emphasized, page 6). '
=
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THE COURT: Yes. ’@
THE WITNESS: Just before going on it I saw that. ¢/ 16}
THE COURT: Did you make any attempt to turn your wheels .
to follow that angle? -
. THE WITNESS: I believe I did, your Honor. I would assume
th I did try to go on the bridge. [H} It~appeared‘t6 me at
thq time that the road went straight.
THE COURT: Were you looking ahead at the time you were
drfving the car?
THE WITNESS: VYes, I was. - -
THE COURT: Your attention wasn't diverted by anythlng
‘else? .
THE WITNESS: No, it wasn't.ld/
Q: Going back to the cottage earlier in the day, you stated--
you volunteered the information that you had a rum and Coca-~Cola?
- A: That is right.
Q: How many did you have?
A: Two. The first was about 8 o'clock. The second some time
later on in the evening. I think before dinner, about 9:15.
THE COURT: What amount of rum did you put in?
THE WITNESS: 1 suppose two ounces.
THE COURT: You had nothlng alcoholic to drink after. eatlng.
THE WITNESS: No, I didn't.
THE COURT: Were you at any time that evenlng under the in-
fluence of alcohol?
THE WITNESS: Absolutely not.
THE COURT: 1In your opinion, would you be sober at the
time that you operated the motor vehicle to the Dike Bridge?
. THE WITNESS: Absolutely sober. [J]
Q: Senator Kennedy, what did you do immediately following your

" Xclicase LrOmM ilie auntomobiie?

A: 1 was swept away by the tide that was flowing at an extra-
~ordinary rate through that narrow cut there [VI] and was swept
along by the tide and called Mary Jo's name until I was able to
make my way to what would be the east side of that cut, waded u;
to about my waist and started back to the car, at this time gasp-
ing and belching and coughing, went back just in front of the car.

Now, the headlights of that car were still on and I was
é&ble to get to what I thought was the front of the car, although
it was difficult, and I was able to identify the front of the car
by the lights themselves. Otherwise, I don't think I would be
able to tell. -

Q: How far were von swept along by the current?

A: Approximately 30 or 40 feet.

©: DXow, in order to get back to the car, was it necessary for
you to swim? )

2A: I couldn't swim at that time because of the current. I
vvaded into--swam to where I could wade and then waded along the;

S/ Then xiy did he'usk the preceding question? =

10/ The.reader is u-red to obtain a copy of the fug, 1, 1969, issue of Time |
and look at the photo of the bridee (v. 13) taken "rcm an estimated dis-. '
tance of some 60 feet on a very dark night through the windshield of a
similar automobile.
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shore to where I cé.1d go to the front of thel\wvar and start div-
ing in an attempt to ‘rescue Mary Jo. [K]
Q: . Was the front of the car facing a westerly direction?

A: I would think it was facipng a northerly direction. :
Q: Well, in regard to the bridge, could you describe the loca-
tion the automobile with relation to the bridge?

‘PHE COURT: We don‘t h&ve a map, do we?
THE CLERK: The bridge runs fairly close to north and
- south . .

Q: ' I believe there is a board behind you. Assuming the bridge
is north and south-- )

A: Yes. (Draws sketch on-a blackboard )

.I would bet that that brldge runs more east-west than
north-south. [L]
Q: Will you indicate Edgartown, Mr. Kennedy?
~ A: I suppose the road runs something like this.
-~ Q: As you went off the bridge--

A: I think it was like this. (The relationship of the car to
the bridge.) - o .
Q: After you emerged from the automobile, you say you were

swept some 30 feet away from the car... .

A: In this direction. (Indicating.)

Q: And how much time did it take you after you left the auto-
mobile to be swept down to about 30 feet?

A: By the time I came up, I was--the best estimate would be
somewhere over here, which would be probably eight or ten feet.
It is difficult for me to estimate specifically, and I think by
"the time I was able at least to regain my strength, I would say
it is about thirty feet, after which time-I swam in this direc-
tion until I was able tc wade, and wade back up here to this
point here, and went over +~ the front -£ the car, where the
front of the car was, and crawled over to here, dove here, and .
the tide would sweep out this way there, and then I dove repeat- ’
edly from this side until, I would say, the end, and then I will
be swept away the first couple of times, again back over to this
side, I would come back again and again to this point here, or
tyy perhaps the third or fourth time to gain entrance to some

- ~area here until, at th=2 very end when I couldn't hold my breath

‘any longer, I was breathing so heavily it was down to just a mat-
ter of seconds. I would hold my breath and I could barely get
underneath the water. I was just :able to ‘hold onto the metal un-
dercarriace harc, and the water itself .came right out to where I
was breathlng and I could 1d on, I knew that I just could not
get under water any more. ~_7

Q: And you were fully aware at that time of what was tran-
spiring? -

11/ Read Mr. Dinis's question again, then Mr. Kennedy's reply the second time
and see if you thirk the questi on was answered.

Additionmal notes: (a) This particular accoun: has not been abridged. Any
deviation from the Semator's actual words is the fault either of the court
stenograoher, the publisher of The Inauest or the present publisher. ,

(b) Just what he meant by ®the water itself came right out to where I
was breathing and T could hold eon" falls short of being alisgether clear.
But then, they have pzaculiar wvater around lizrtha's Vineyardj you can't
hold it back even with your hands,

37
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A: Well, I was SC....)' avare that I was tryizgg get the girl.
out of that car and I was fully aware that I wass#oing every-
thing I possibly could to get her out of the car and I was fully
aware at that time that my head was throbbing am2 my neck was .
aching and I was breathless, and at that time, the last time, -
hopelegsly exhausted. e -

{THE COURT: May I ask you some questions Mere about the
depgh of the water?

THE WITNESS: No, it was not possible to stand. The high- .
est’level of the car to the surface were the skeels and the :
undercarriage itself when I held onto the pnde:carriage and
the tide would take nie down. It was up to hewe ,(}J:._?dicating).
™M) tha pour

(‘ THE COURT: You were not able to stand upat any point
. around any portion of that car?

THE WITNESS: Yes. .

Q: Mr. Kennedy, how many times did you make m effort to sub-
merge and get into the car?

A: I would say seven or eight times. At thelast point, I
didn't have the strength even to come down even glose to the win- .
dow or the door. : ;

Q: And how much time was used in these efforts?

A: I would think probably 15 or 20 minutes.

Q: And did you then remove yourself from the water?

A: Well, in the last dive I lost contact witk the vehicle
again and I started to come down this way here amd I let myself
float and came over to this shore and I came onton this shore here,
and I sort of crawled and staggered up syme place in here and was
very exhausted and spent on the grass.l& -

( Q: On the west bank of the river? . ;
A: Yes. : |
Q: And how long did you spend resting? |
" A: I suppose the best estimate would be 15 or 20 minutes.
" Q: Now, did you say earlier you spent 15 or 2 minutes trying
to recover Miss Kopechne?
A: That is correct.
Q= And you spent another 15 or 20 minutes resovering?
A: WNow, following your rest period, what did you do?
Q: I went back to the road and I started dowa the road and it

was extremely dark and I could make out no form ex shapes or fig-
ures, and the only way that I could even see the path of the road
was looking down the silhouettes of the trees onm the two sides,
and I could watch the silhouette of the trees on the two sides and
I started going down that road, walking, trottimg, jogging, stum-
bling, as fast as I possibly could.

Q: Did you pass any houses with lights on?

A: ©Not to my knowledge; never saw a cottage with a light on
it. [N) . . .

Q: And did you then return to the cottage where your friends
had gathered? '

A: That is correct.

Q: 2nd how long did it take you to make thatwalk?

12/ See Perjury Mo, 6.

- 11 -
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And when you arrived at the cottage, did you speak to any-
one there?

A: Well, I came up to the cottage. There was a car parked
there, a white vehicle, and as I came up to the back of the ve- .
hicle I saw Ray LaRosa at the door and-1 said, "Ray, get me Joe
(Garg#n)." And he mentioned Something like, “Right away", and
as he was going in to get Joe I got in the back of the car.

N 0:% Did Joe come to you, and did you have conversation with -

im? ¢ . '

A: Yes. I said, "You had better get Paul (Markham), too."

Q: What happened after that? _ :

A: -Well, Paul came out, got in the car. I said, "There has
been a terrible accident; we have to go.” And we took off down

(? the Main Road there. -

Q: How long had you known Mr. LaRosa prior to this evening?

A: Eight or ten years. : ‘

Q: Did you have any knowledge that Mr. LaRosa had some expe-
rience in skin-diving? :

A: No, I never did.

Q: Now, before you drove down the road, did you make any fur-
ther explanations to Mr. Gargan or Mr..Markham? :

A: Before driving? ©No, sir. - I said, "There has been a te::
rible accident. Let's go!" And we took off--

Q: Towards the Dike Bridge area?

A: That is right.213 : :

Q: And where did you finally stop the white automobile you
were riding in?

A: Mr. Gargan drove the vehicle across the bridge to some lo-
cation here (indicating) and turned it so that its headlights

(. shown over the water ana over the submerged vehicle.

Q: And what happeneu~t _

A: Mr. Gargan and Mr. Markham took off all their clothes,
dove into the water repeatedly to try and save Mary Jo.

Q: Now, do you recall what particular time (it was)?

A: I believe that I looked at the Valiant's clock and believ:
‘it was 12:20. ‘
Q: Now, Mr. LaRosa remained at the cottage?
A: Yes, he did.
: Was Mr. LaRosa aware of the accident?
A: No, he hadn't heard--no, I don't believe so.
: No one else at the cottage was told of the accident?

‘A: I would say (@-ozimately 15 minutes. ('.

v

A: No. .
Q: WNow, how long 4id Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan remain there
with you? B ' .

A: I would think about 45 minutes.

©: And were they unsuccessful in entcring the car?

A: Well, Mr. Gargan got half-way in the car. When he came out
he was scraped all the way from his elbow; underneath his arm wac
all bruised and bloodied [0] and this is the one time that he was

13/ How did Mr.Targan know just vhere to go? Note that lr, Xennedy md just
been asked if he had made any further explanations and he said "io."

- 12 - | «5?
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able tc gain entfan{‘:to the cir itself.l/ (i -

Q: And did he talk to you about his experienice in trying to '

" get into the car?

A: Well, I was unable to, being exhausted, to get into the )
water, but I E uld see exactly what was happening and made some -
suggestions.lgf .

Q: { So that you were participating in the rescue efforts?

A: ] Well. to that extent.

Q: § Did you have any idea how long Mary Jo had been in the
water : - '

A: Well, I knew that some time had passed.
Q: Was it fair to sday that she had been in the water about an
hour? '

A: Yes, it is. :

Q: Was there any effort made to call for assistance?

A: No, other than the assistance of Mr. Gargan and Mr. Markham.
. Q: Was there any reason why no additional assistance was asked
forz

A: Was there any reason?lé/ , ,

Q: Yes, was there any particular reason why you did not call’
either the police or the fire department?

A: Well, I intended to report it to the police. -

. THE COURT: That is not quite responsive to the gquestic...
THE WITNESS: I intended to call for assistance and to re-
port the accident to the police within a few short moments af-
ter going back into the car. . '

Q: And did something prevent this?

A: Yes.

Q: What was that? - :

‘A: With the Court's indulgence, to prevent this, if the Court

* would permit me I would like to be able to relate to the Court the

izmcdiaie periuva rollowing the time that Mr. Gargan, Markham and
I got back in the car.
THE COURT: I have no objection.

... THE WITNESS: Responding to the question of the District At-
torney--at some time, I believe it was about 45 minutes after
Gargan and Markham dove, they likewise became exhausted and no
further diving efforts appeared to be of any avail and they so
indicated to me and 1 agreed. So they came out of the water
and came back into the car and said to me, Mr. Markham and Mr.
Gargan at different times as we drove down the road toyards the
ferry that it was necessary to report this accident.x A lot
of different thoughts came into my mind at that time about how
I was going to really to be able to call Mrs. Kopechne at some
time in the middle of the night to tell her that her daughter
was drowned, to be able to call my own mother and my own father,
relate to them, my wife, and I even--even though I knew that
Mary Jo Kopechne was dead and believed firmly that she was in

. the back of that cav [P] I willed that she remain alive.

1h/ But was somehow unable to establish contact withk lary Jo?

15/ Remember the ®pitch blacimess" he claimed a few minutes ago while under
water himself, desnite the headlights being on?

16/ Anotrer of those comvlex and abstruse questions from Mr. Dinis.

17/ Rather than calling for professional help?

1 W
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As we drove dog. hat road T was almost lggmc out the front
window and windows trying to see her walking down that road. I re-
lated this to Gargan and Markham and they said they understood this
feeling, but it was necessary to report it. And about this time we
came to the ferry crossing and I got out of the car and we talked
there just a few minutes. I'just wondered how all this could pos-
sibly have happened. I also hdd sort of a thought and the wish and
desire find the hope that suddenly this whole accident would disap-
pear, ahd they reiterated that this has to be reported and 1 under- ¥
stood at the time that I left that ferry boat--left the slip where
the ferry boat was, that it had to be reported and I had full in-
tention of reporting it,-and I mentioned to Gargan and Markham
something like, "You take care of the girls, I will take care of

(TAthe accident." That_is what I said and I dove into the water.
- Now, I starte. to swim out into that tide and the tide sud-
~denly became, felt an extraordinary shove and almost pulling me
down again, the water pulling me down, and suddenly I realized at
that time even as I failed to realize before I dove into the water
that I was in a weakened condition, although as I had looked over -
that distance between the ferry slip and the other side, it seemed
to me an inconsequential swim; but the water got colder, the tide
began to draw me out and for the second time that evening 1 kneuw _
was going to drown and the strength continued to leave me. By this .
"time I was probably 50 yards off the shore and I remembered being
swept down toward the direction of the Edgartown Light and well out
. into the darkness, and I contined to swim, tried to swim at a
slower pace to be able to regain whatever kind of strength that was
left in me.

And some tlme after, I think it was about the middle of the
.channel, a little further than that, the tide was much calmer, gent-

(:'ler, and I began t~ get my--make some progress, 2ud Lindlly was
able tc reach the other shore and all the nightmares and all the
tragedy and all the loss of Mary Jo's death was right before ne
again. And when I was able to gain this shore, this Edgartown
side, I pulled myself on the beach and then attempted to gain some
strength. After that, I walked up one of the streets 1n the direc-
tion of the Shiretown Inn.

By walking up one of the streets, I walked into a parking lot

- that was adjacent to the Inn and I can remember almost having no
further strength to continue, and leaning against a tree for a
length of time, walking through the parking lot, trying to really
gather some kind of idea as to what happened and feeling that I
just had to go to .my room at that time, which I did by walking
through the front entrance of the Shiretown Inn up the stairs. {[Q]

Q: Do you have any idea what time yor arrived at the Shiretown
Inn? ‘

A: I would say some time before 2:00.

Q: Did you talk to anyone at that time? .

A: I went to my room and I was shaking with chill. I took off
all my clothes and collapsed on the bed. &And at this time I was
very conscious of a throbbing headache, of pains in my neck, of
strain on my back; but what I was even more conscious of is the
tragedy and loss of a very devoted friend.

Q: Now, did you change your clothing?

- 14 -
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A: I was unable réasly to detérmine, detect IS amount of
time, .and@ I could hear noise that was taking place. It seemed
around me, on top of me, almost in the room, and after a period
Oof time I wg n't sure whether it was morning or afternoon or

nighttime,l

opened .

and T put on——and I wanted to find out and I put

he door and T saw.what I believed to be a tourist or some-

on som:&dry clothes that were there, 2 pants and a shirt, and I

one st

ding under the light off the balcony and asked what time

it was. /| He mentioned to me it was, I think, 2:30, and went back

into the room. (R}

Q: Had you known Miss Xopechne prior to

July 1leth?

~

A: Well, I have known her--my family has known her for a num-
ber of years. She has visited my house, my wife. She has visited

~Mrs. Robert Kennedy's house.

number of years.

. Q: Now, directing your-- :
A: If the question is, have I ever been out with Mary Jo--
Q: No, the question was whether you just knew her socially

prior to this event.

A: Well, could I give you a fuller explanation, your Honor?
THE COURT: Go ahead. '

THE WITNESS:

I have never in my life, as I have stated in

my television, had any personal relationship whatsoever with

Mary Jo Kopechne.

I never in my life have been either out with

Mary Jo Kopechne nor have I ever been with her prior to that
occasion where we were not in a general assemblage of friends,
associates, or members of our family.

Q: Directing your attention to the 19th, at around 7:30 a.m.,
d you meet anyone at your room?

Not at 7:325 a.m.

Q: Did you meet anyone at anytime that morning at your room?
A: If your Honor would permit me to give--I would like to be
specifically responsive, and I can, I think. It might be mislead-
ing to the Court if I just gave a specific response to it. Whao

ever the Court wants.

Q: W%Well, what time did you get up that morg‘ng?
A: I never really went to bed that night.lf
Q: After that ncise at 2:30 in the morning, when did you first

meet anyone?

A: Sometime after 8:00 I met the woman that was behind the coun-

ter at the Shiretown Inn and I met Mr. Richards and Mr. Xoore, very
briefly Mrs. Richards, and Mr. Gargan and Mr. Markham, and I saw
Mr. Tretter, but to be specifically responsive as to who I met in
my yoom, which I believe was the earlier question, was Mr. Mark-

- ham and Mr. Gargaa.

Q: Now, what time did Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan arrive?
A: BAbout a few-- I would thirk about 8:30.
©: Did you have any conversation with (them) at that time?

18/ Two o 4hree hours earlier he had been chiefl cemmed with h v
2/ was, Darkness ai noon? n chiefly con ow dark it

19/ Fo; there are indications thad we siiall soon s2e that he spent a good part -
of it telephoning, Also, see discussion of Ancmaly R,
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She worked in the Robert Kennedy Pres-
" idential campaign, and I would say that we have known her for a
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. A: Yes. They agxee had I 'eportad the ace (‘! it, and why I
hadn't reported the accident, and I tcld them about my own thoughts
and feelings as I swam across that channel and how I was always
willed that Mary Jo still lived; how I was hopeful even as that -
night went on and as I almost tossed and turned (?--Auth.), Paced
that rgom and walked around thgt room that night that somehow wien
they aﬁrlved in the morning that they were 901nc to say that Mary .
Jo was i}still alive. I told them how I somehow believed that when éqﬁx~
the sun came up and it was a new morning that what had happened i
the night before would not have happened and did not happen, and
how I just couldn't gain the strength within me, the moral strength,
to call Mrs. Kopechne at 2:00 ®'clock in the mornlng and tell her
that her daughter was dead gg/ ' b
(7 Q: Now, at some time you actually did call Mrs. Kopechne’
: A: Yes, 1 did.
: And prior to calling Mrs. Kopechne, did you cross over on
the Chappaquiddick ferry to Chappaqnlddlck Island?
Yes, I did.
And was Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan with you?
Yes, they were.
Now, did you-then return to Edgartown’
Yes, I did.
Did anything prompt or cause you to return to Edgartown?
Well, what do you mean by "prompt"?
Well, did anything cause you to return?
Other than the intention of reporting the accident, the in-
.tention of which had been made earlier that morning. [S]
Q: But you didn't go dlrectly from your room to the police de-
. partment?
(?_ A: No, I did not.
: Q: Did you have a particular reason for going to Chappagquiddick
first?

A: Yes, it was to make a private phone call to one of the dear-
est and oldest friends that I have and that was to Mr. Burke Mar-
shall. I didn‘'t feel that I could use the phone that was availabl.
the public phone that was available outside of the dining rcom at
the Shiretown Inn, and it was my thought that once that I went co
the police station, that I wouid be involved in a myriad of details
and I wanted to talk to this friend before I undertook that respon-
sibility.

Q: You mean that—-

THE COURT: Excuse me, Mr. Dinis, I think we will take the
- noon luncheon recess._27 ‘ '

o>

pOXOXONRN

20/ Once again, how or why was he so certain that Mary Jo was dead? People -
have been known io survive for several hours in submerged cars, breathing
"4n air bubbles, and it is knowm that Mary Jo lived for a while thusly.
And was it lack of morz2l strength that kept him froz calling for profes-
sional help while, hovefully, there was still tine? t
Note: This renly of the Senator's is faith®di. to the text in The Imauest.

21/ According to Jack Olsen, in The Bridge ai Cnarpamiddick, ¥r. ¥emedy could
have had his choice of a dozen public rthones vithin vwo blocks of the imn.

22/ Unfortunately, we will never know what kr. Diris's question was.

™
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