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3005 Federal Office Building
~ 62°&#39;2�" Cleveland, Ohio 44199 .

Mr. Pete Gray
Chief of Police

March 23, 19 83

Bay Village Police Department
350 Dover Center Road

Bay&#39; Village, Ohio 44140

Dear Chief Gray:

In regards to the metal fireplace tongs submitted
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation  FBI! Laboratory, the
following is being submitted to more fully clarify examination
conducted at the Laboratory:

Examinationof two hairs found

4� -�-an &#39;3
� -has-¢L92-.z,,~:92&a~ -  A--  I-/__-»aJ:,$:_,¢_..-_.

In a conversation between Special Agent  SA! �
8I1d of the Metallurgy Section of the FBI

a oratory advised as follows:I

- advised that the submitted fireplace tongs
are -made of brass and brass is very resistant to corrosion.
qwas asked by SA pf said samples would be of . �va ue in determining me a wear and determination to formulate

relative to the age of the

� Addressee

Cleveland �20-2664! - my
searched
seriatized
Inde¥*.=¢

�ID
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Fadvised that he would be able to possibly
£1 refer Chie Gray to an expert in the field of metal corrosioné and requested Chief Gray contait him at the FBI Laboratory, V

telephone number �02! 324 for further information. �

j Very truly yours, - - A

Joseph E�. Griffin �G -
Special Agent in Charge

By: -

Superv!sory Spec!al Agent

z�
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file, the following bnlky evidence
is still maintained by the Cleveland Division:

. 1/ _n!.� _
_ J. 92§
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I-have reviewed all green sheets and the following
bulky evidence may be returned or destroyed.  Please stateaction taken to return evidence!.

e T __ b .;;

Before returning evidence, I determined it necessary
to discuss it with the USA or others.  Please inform results
of talk!.

_ - e file
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The following bukly evidence must be retained
for these reasons:  Be specific!. . _

sup:-:av1soa&#39;s APPROVAL -

After discussing the matter with the Case Agent,
above evidence must be retained.

IEESODS2

" � Initials of Supervisor!

I disagree with the Case Agent for the following

� Initials of Supervisor

_ PLEASE BE SURE TO BLOCKSTAMP AND HAVE SUPERVISOR
INITIAL AND THEN ATTACH TO INVENTORY COPY _

Thanks

I
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Bulky Exhibit - inventory oi Property Acquired as Evidence _ .
FD-192  Rev. S-Z3-80! . R

D�? 11/23/a2
% &#39; TitleandCharacterofCa.se . ~- ~&#39; - -

§¢ uusue; &#39;
ii. MARILYN SHEPPARD &#39;

 VIC&#39;1�IM�DECEASED; _�
,5 -MURDER; &#39;

BAY VILLAGE, onro 1954

Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired 4

4;-&#39;

;.- &#39;

11/ 22/82 CUYAHOGA comer? CORONER"S �OFFICE
Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit ~ Reason for Retention of Property and E�orts Made to D1sP°5° °f Sam�

BULKY ROOM - Evmnucs - . &#39; &#39; "

To Be Returned See Serial Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit Agent Assigned Cm

BY» M" - -
D Yes K] No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 e!, Federal Rules of  Procedure.

Description of Property of Exhibit

One set fireplace tongs_ _ R1 setnewspapers 2 no    he.
,l92s7

&#39;1 set brown wrapping paper

2 envelopes debris ; 0!,!�,

5/Mg�

SEMIANNUAL mvenronv CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OFPROPERTY  Initial and Date! -

- --F131-ZED __ i:.-:::~.,.=s__ii .

_ I .

./ &#39;

Field F|Ie#s 621?-26.5.4 /<5
OQ; _ CLEVELAND
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FROM:

RE :

Re cv ate�-lca_i;ka. to rBi&#39;Lai>�oii&#39;t6ry;&#39; 11/22/82.� * _

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory under separate cover
are the following items:  _

I /IT� "set of f-122212.92 tongs.
Z 2- set aawanansnm
3 3. set brown wrapping paper. A &#39;

envelopes conta ng debris.
h �

For the information of the FBI Laboratory, instant fire-
place tongs were unearthed from the backyard of Dr. Sam Sheppard
on ll/19/82 by a neighbor who was putting in a new water line.
This individual wrapped the tongs in newspapers which are
enclosed. The Bay Village, Ohio Police Department subsequently
wrapped the package in the brown wrapping paper which is also "������"
being submitted. The envelopes contain debris which was preserved
front tongs and is also being submitted.

One
One
One

Q4 54. Two
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if} l. Latent fingerprint examinations.. LJ:¬
97% 2. Presence of blood be determined. �kc?

3. Hairs and fibers identified. 3*�. p &#39; �
4. vmanufaoturer and date of manufacture.

5. Composition of metal and weight.-

Blood and hair samples are available at the Cuyahoga
/ County Sheriff&#39;s Office.

1

Dr. Gerber has had made a wax replica of the head of
Marilyn Sheppard which has been reproduced in detail showing
the wounds as they appeared on the victim. The FBI Laboratory
is also requested to determine if tests may be conducted using
submitted fireplace tongs to determine if this instrument could7
produce wounds identical to the victim&#39;s.

� &#39; For the information of the FBI Laboratory, the find
����m&#39; " "of this instrument has received publicity in Cleveland area� ""

newspapers, however, no specific details have been released
by authorities.

It is requested that this matter receive expedite
handl inq . -

ALL EVIDENCE SUBMITTED _&#39;l&#39;Q_BE_ PRESERVED AND RETURBED
7 7 TO FBI CLEVELAND. 7 7 7 7
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Re CV ztelcalh to FBI Laboratory, ll/22/82.

For

TWO

the

envelopes containing debris. .

information of the FBI Laboratory, instant fire-place tongs were unearthed from the backyard of Dr. Sam Sheppard
on ll/19/82 by a neighbor who was putting in a new water line.
This individual wrapped the tongs in newspapers which are
enclosed. The Bay Village, Ohio Police Department subsequently
wrapped the package in the brown wrapping paper which is also
being submitted. The envelopes contain d ris whic was preservedfrom tongs and is also being submitted. _ � ~ _

£5» waspChief_of Police Peter Gray, Ba i age, Ohio PoliDepartment and Dr. Samuel Gerber, Cuyahoga County, Ohio Coroner,have requested the submission of these items to thaiEBI*Labeeegory
and requested

Bureau

the following examinations: � /é!. I
7&#39; F" &#39; Q 2332

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory under =- te coverare the following items:

One set of fireplace tongs. *
One set newspapers.
One set brown wrapping paper.
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TO: nmsctron, max p "&#39; .
ATTN: rm LABORATORY

EVIDENCE cozvrnoz. CEINTER

A&#39;l&#39;TtI: h . f
_ SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS UNIT

mom sac j"�c&#39;x&#39;.svE:_..92:-In .�2n&#39;-2664!
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Re CV telcall to FBI Laboratory, ll/22/82.

are the following items:

�I .~&#39;IT~
Z Z-
EQ 3.

One
One
One

6?¥ $54. Two
For the

9et O2E§28PB2&

set b.r2_w_a.z&#39;.¥.§P2.&£92%2a2a:.-
envelopes contain ng debris.

OI Q . � 1
r-

I � ¢ V
_ ,

kgév

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory under separate cover �"&#39; "*

set of �reglgce tongs. w

information of the FBI Laboratory, instant fire-
place tongs were unearthed from the backyard of Dr. Sam Sheppard
on ll/19/82 by a neighbor who was putting in a new water line.
This individual wrapped the tongs in newspapers which are
enclosed. The Bay Village, Ohio Police Department subsequently
wrapped the package in the brown wrapping paper which is also�_WM _A__
being submitted. The envelopes contain debris which was pre§érv¬d"��
from tongs and is also being submitted.

Chief of Police Peter Gray, Bay Village, Ohio Police
Department and Dr. Samuel c.=5§¥2 Cu ahoga County, Ohio Coroner,
have requested the submission of thége items to the FBI Laboratory
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On 11/22/s2, Chief of Police  cor! Pete Gray, r &#39; �W
Bay Village PD, telephonically advised that he believed the 1
murder weapon in the Sheppard murder case had just been found.
Chief Gray said that the current owner.of the house where�
Samuel and Marilyn lived had been digging a trench to lay a
new water line. Approximately five inches into the groud he pp
found a brass fire tong. Chief Gray said the fire tongs had _§g;
been buried in sandy soil and appeared to be remarkably pre- �if
served. Initial examination indicates that there may be hair -Q:
adhering to the surface of the tongs. The tongs are being k_ii
taken to the Cuyahoga County coroner for comparison of the �*�
deceased Marilyn Sheppard and to see if a determination can be» �
made by the coroner as to whether, in fact, this may be the &#39; .
murder weapon. Chief Gray would like to submit the fire tongs
to the FBI Laboratory for appropriate forensic examination.
He pointed out that this examination could have great historical ;
si ificance but reminded me that all of the principals in
this.-a¢as_es_a§¢.~,n9w. 4ead.- � i.;.;;;__;i,_;; 1   » A _ A e __i

On ll/22/82, I discussed this matter with Deputy
Assistant Director William Doran, FBI Laboratory, who stated
that the laboratory would conduct the required examinations.
Doran will have Section Chief Bill Cronin contact us to fur-
nish details of procuring and shipping the evidentiary item.
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y John P. Coyne .
JL_More than 28 years after,�
. yn R, Sheppard was biudg-11.,
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W  G eoned to death in her Bay Village
home, law enforcement officials
�said they might have tmcovered
the long-missing murder weapon.
2 Ba Villa Police Chief Peter &#39;�I - y ge _

,-J, Gray yesterday confirmed a
tool was found, buried five inches
deep in a yard near the Sheppards�
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HIIowever,7a "prelimin
iggamination by the Cuyahog

unty coroner�s office match
the tool to some of the 35 blows
to the head and body which killed
Marilyn Sheppard near daybreak
July 4, 1954, Gray said. -_ , &#39;

"Some of the blows would be
zconsistent with the object w &#39;

und..w.h.lle_.mne_othexs._w.ou1 _
0!" be." Gray said,� specula i
at two weapons could have been

former lakefront home, 28924 used, . ; e
51-_ak° 34- &#39; . -- &#39; &#39;- * 7- He cautioned that officials have
" The neighbor who une_a:jthe_d_the not yet determined if the tool had

ting off new inquiries into Greater
f Cleveland&#39;s most publicized slay-
.- ing, which led to the conviction
and lateracquittal of the victim&#39;s
husband, Dr. Samuel H.
Sheppard._ - - _ _
p �I don&#39;t know if it has anything

to do with the Marilyn Sheppard
= . case," Gray said. �Over the years,lthere have been many, many
{been potential weapons
�This may or may not be tho;

� ht� n&#39;§&#39;t55 �ea; to " 3? ,
he said. Gray would not descri
the find except to call it a �
of sorts. He also would not iden- a
tifywhofoundit. _--- _.

gave it to Gray F;-may, set _ _  manufactured at the time -
Manlvn Sheppard, :1 and four
�months pregnant, was killed. * "
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titicatlon on it and go from th
G_raysaid.&#39; _ __  Y _ &#39;
Two FBI agentstook the in-

strument tothe FBI laboratory

inQuantico,Va,whene agents I

�We have to get positive  &#39;

sthinss turned in um could my  9189 "&#39;
k I checked for f&#39;mgem�nts,Ibg£gQQ...§

It was not known how long the &#39;
tool had been buried. but G1�!!!

id the coroner�s&#39;o_ffice fo _
oot fibers attached to it. indica 4.:gig it had been underground fo?

at least several years. _ A_&#39; ~d4 .,
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"It could have been put~ there
28 years ago or it might have
been there only a few years," he
said, adding it could have been

. planted in the yard by a publicity
seeker. - ~ "

. The find came just days after
a movie, �Guilty or Innocent: The
Sam Sheppard Murder Case,� was
re-run on television here depicting
the life of the man known as Dr.
Sam, who was convicted of the

_murderinadramatictrialfl
gmonths afterhis wife&#39;s death.

1 _Hewa_sfr_eed10years laterin
a complicated round of appeals.
-Two years later, in 1966, the U.S.
Supreme Court, citing extensive,
prejudicial publicity, reversed his
. conviction.� A new trial found him
élnot guilty; Sheppard �died in".197lT
_atage_46."__ ~ ~ t &#39;

- Gray said the weapon always�
bill been a loose end inlthe
unvestigation. He said police gotphone calls offering tips wheneverfl
the movie was shown. -None hasl
_;;l!1�ed»up any  evidelgce, hel
I  H� G Samuel

offered key testimony in both of
Sheppard&#39;s mu. declined to dis-
cuss the latest �ndings. Mary E.
Cam. senior medical technolo-


