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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A, oo mary

The Mafir < irte in 7irily as @ vicions, domincering, unique form of .
on i wdaed mp b b iie . T T g pejth v foapeled nor constituted at a

coccitio e o g n pctiert o piae s I developed poverfully after 1860 as

+

ruthlecs and avarictons Indlvitost o soupht to ~yploit the lingering defensive

b

v

oo Py

of fhe n-:,.-]l!u“ preen AP OA(, Ty f(ynlr*g_n !V}-anny that had Oppressed them .

Fevg v mipavjee
f

G i e s T e le by (1Y e hatred of the fiellian people
far v Yaw ond g eviereor s o recresentod in Jicily's perennial foreign
roactoea () tha renctieon of 1 pronle in the forpe of traditional refusal to 3

St hes Joe s e t 0t by eie etz of these factors, i.e., the

uneestrell~d erirpo throovehe ' the 1land,

The history of th - "0 d2 the treele story of the growth of a
profe e racket anljta o 7 den Tatg crove phhse of 9eflian ute,

In the gharrao of «Tortion lan enfareoment, the propricters of the
gront landecd sodntog shiey cooes S the Sicilinn countrystie customarily
yeernited Teapetatier o amee T the mnst demincering of the 1ncal tough

ar erbminal elament feoprets Hth Do Jlves s peerartien, Pelng subject to

- it -

ple sl ediaetior Y oot e st gp Sefby s oyl the enrse of videspread and




nogifective legal restratnt, these individuals exploited their opportunities * é‘
10 .
for, tilielt pov e and profit to the fullest extent. As early as the 13th |

12
Celgu‘y, the “ecoaretakers' were sponscering and harboring roaming
1

O~ VU G0 A

‘._)rt}gnds an et ing then In erime. as well as terrorizing and extorting .
1 ,
’rqg the peasants and committing cther erimes. These “caretakers'(as : R R

wn2ostral “Mafio~i) were nhle to folst "protectjon™ servires not only upon
21
thtggeasanm bul tpon the landovners as well for they had it within their

)C}gg as gvorlovds of Yoeal crime (0 control or unleash deprodations upon ’ G
$

26 : SR
thepmded eatntes at will,

28 . | !
29 Ny the 1Mh Cortary, the protection racket was well established.

30 :
{ts3%c’rmnnti0ﬂ into all phaoes of cosemanity 1ife vas seeared by the {act

fh:galhr lande-d eytates were the centers of rural 1fe, and the landowners,

35
nveg vhon the “caretakers'” had acquired a einister control, were the
37 - 1
paf3B:nes in thelr loecal communities. X )
-39
ﬂg In th= narty Yuth Crplory, Siecily vas a scene of widespread
11{?@'(‘@5}, conzaguent in part npon (02 I-1inn campnigns of Napoleon

by
Bargparte.
46

3y47~m of 1aw cnlor~~ment ynder tho Bavrhon kines  and a growing

These disorders, plus on ecpneially corrupt and incffective

i‘lbggntlon pravement, combined to farnish the eprty Maficz] extraardinary
51
.52
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opportunities to expand their domineering power. The owners of the landed ok

- '..[

‘-» ;
estates became increasingly dependent upon the "caretakers" for protection i s
5 ‘a“:

of thoir vestrd interests, The liheration movement also attracted numbers -

of the "envetaker” element =ho jnined the Carbonari, an Italian secret society

of Bteration,  when the Crobonari, under the leadership of the Italian patriot . -

(inseppe Garibaldi, overthrew the Bourbon regime in 1880 and liberated S_ic_.ily;,;;t;‘
froen foreimm rnde, tha Mofin aequired legendary coloration as a secret society

of 1ihrrntinng,

It was not uati) 7rer the libevation of the loland from foreign® .

domination in 18649 the! the Ttali~n authorities fully recognized the rhalignax;n;y ' fﬂ
of tlio phenomenon that hoo oen soveloping on the landed estates, The infant
Itelinn otate hod decicr b oo~ny of the ?'nfiosi Lo have been partisans in the

lihoration movement, nad <o>me of their leaders were accepted into the new -

parlineent, The Mefin, hrwever, soon revealed itsell in its true colors,

ctriccobof its petrictic eo? votion, Tirmly entrenched on the landed estates, )

in coatrol of much of ovivw e for ite own purposes, and pushing its tentacles
it o pheses of the cooneaie and politieal Jife of ficily, the Mafia became

tho new government's mort viciona behind-<-enss rival {or power and revenue,




Frior to 1880, the word "Mafia” was a seldom-heard expression in the

Volle DI, NG, T =TT AR

10
Sicilian dinlect, and when used concerning a man it connoted the popular Sicilian

12
caIept of true manliness,
14

%g T 10th-"antury Sieilisn, -with a racial background of centurics
oril%anger and oppression, true manliness consisted of a kind of audacious
arppganes in which 2 man kept silent In the event of a crime, refused to

21
as?3st the authorities In its dotection or punishment, reserved the right of
23 ) N .

2l .
pvggmal vepneance (vendetta) to the fnjured person or his family, and
'

toég ruthless personal vengeance for offenses he or his family might suffer,
28 '
Tipgie attitudes and this behavior were snmmed up in a tradition called omerta ‘
30
wlggrh by the 18th Century had hacon e an unwritten code among the Sicilian

pr‘%%le.
35
36 In 1883, a play appeared in Ricily with the title I Mafiust della
37 -
Vig8ria. It glortfied the audacity of rertain prisoners in the Vicaria . )
39

pczmgtentlary in Palernro. In the 16th-Century English translation of the

titxg, the word “Mafiusi” was given the meaning of "heroes."” The play

4

keved wide poputarity. The word

6

sptNted™Mafios],” found its way into the common speech of Sicily and
L8

misig. It came to be applied to those individuals who formed the

51
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“eavetaloy” arovps, o7 thoy neoct obwleusly resresented both audacity and ;

strict attherence to the omerta tradition. 7s the "caretakers” and their gangu

ceveaaeern ] oany pealaed

oo, Taetaeprine olnon of {vclividuals characterized by

-

eloeilop peon nnd e nesseandi and oftes foand §9 eollusion with one another,
o Eapena in offect o oeaicte and pa poch ore oollectively refarred to as ‘

fthe M nila,

T oafla crimes ~teine alarmiam rroportions in ths decade of the 1860%

Pl voppessiyn prascyres coeoca anon i Inetsttam caatist th? "v afia by the new '

LY -

Holinng Qogy-enment, The ~othaitjes waoad Iareely ineflectual campaleons

arninet the Wafin fn fhe 1790 a fn the 1870'=, nnd in subscquent decades until
l
sl Tar T Thoy fve ap ey Toreed 19 reaort to arbitrary banishment

nfeor e 8T ofierd e s apl fetandsy precion evidanes noninst the suspects
bolpr o tromely difficolt to obtsin in view of the Mafia code of silence, and the

retural of witnesces and victim= to test!fy sue to their terror of reprisal by

Cthe 7 efin, (ma of the mort rienificant vosnttg of thﬂ repressive measures ;

taken aoninet the Matin vins the eoncurrent emigration of Mafia elements from

Sieily tn conuntries ahrond, erperially to the United States, to avold prosecution,

LS 4

ar I and ¥

Puring the perind hatwween World orld War I, the Mafia
in Cictly wae enhi~rtel to » concontrated sttack I the Italian authorities. Mass

tripte of > nfiosi rad sunpecl~d Tafiogd etwern 1928 and 1934 resulted in the

- vil -

i.". *if i)

e ietn -
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sehtenclng of over 1, 200 persons to terms ranging from a few months to life.

B U
Mé8a activity was feond to e roncontrated in the FPalermo area and the

w%gtern roriion of the felan]) thaowsh it had also spread to the southernmost

15
tiggd the Uoting poninsuin, referro- to a5 Calabria, Charges » 7ainst the
17
Mbfiosi incinded, in the main, conirolled extorticn practiced for many
9
yt‘;f%s, “hapting toaather for crvivieal purposes, " and substantive crimes

o5
515'2,‘1 ae poaydder) Wapkmail, aacaalt) robhery, and theft, Mass trials as

24
a zssult of odditional roendups of Mofieol were hizld In 1935, and again

26
112%9’37. 1.ater events ware to revenl, however, that the Mafia had
]

sggvived the wholaeala pttack nantot it by the Holian authorities, It

rgsived during ¥oerld Wer I with the resiliency of an established

33
izkitutior anl resumed its dendly oned nefarious activities.

35 |

%’{5{ Tnformation from 1€th Century observers supplemented by
38y develeped by Ualian avthorttic @ in the 1920's and 1930's revealed

_,L!.Q;_...Jﬁ Al ol Lrmbiseimnm A blan ben bl AtV ime Rl 1Y b ssrmm Al fles
quldll URPYs T AUy OV EIF Fr.oetier [ | ACLELeRAT] Al IR 4] 1i WHD LUITILY

algural phoroprenon corrpriaine a traditional protection racket on the
4Y
lﬁgded ertat~s; (1) rather thon compasing a2 compact, centrally organized

sgg"tety, the Maffa was Inosely comronnded of local gangs operating under

51
52
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s when expedunt, as ln the paaaazo ot ltolen coodl. but oft

A

18 ““’ broadest of the Matia's orzanlzauonai features; (ﬁ) ‘.E:u%'%f

" to be all-powerful in the Sicilian Mafia was a man of auprcme ﬂp o8

;36 practlced (9) tha Mafia code of dlscipline was omerta, thc codc o!gl‘
v L37 RS ""W“fg“&!"

387 lnfractiona of which were punichable by death; (10) one tcrritor

; ﬁ?* utilized a cover organizauon with the lnnocuous name, tho 'J‘Mlggt_u

'_“r"k

s '!l.‘f "hﬁ\“ “;A,ﬂ.
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e e -

opgervatlons by pouce and other witneuu o! umlauvo uu a0

f,i cuq-ﬂdl‘
10"

th% %inga apparent similarity in modus operandl on the part o! tbe |
daiegudanu, and the {ixing of rasponsibiuty tor overt acts appearlng u'

“\ 9.,
wm held by the Supreme Court of the Kingdom of Italy in 1634 to

coﬁ%iat of pergons permanently bound by common agreement to hnpose

upgg ‘and exploit honest and quiet citizens aud to commit crlmea ngalnst .
Y4
LA

p{pperty and persona- (15) the Mafia was dlstlngutshed from crimc in

- ‘ W
B v R ‘)"'.- !

E edlral in Sicily by its monopoly of the protection racket, dominearlng ;

po%%uon over local crime, ferocity, special clannishness and excluslvenus,

trggitions and interlocklng family ties, oot s
i35 -
Lss During World ‘War 11, the Mafia ravealed the quau_ty o:l .

“fJ«"-' B

a gu.bmty, domineering over blach:-market operationa on the one hand,

uﬁga developed know-how in the fields of racketeering and polltlcul

g%auras and succeeded in having adherents elected to the Natlona!
51 “’. . - . ‘ . . : PRI PR -"’vp I ‘ey\f -}‘! B -.w:‘l:’:i
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of lnveetigation.
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The present-day Mafia in Sicuy, ,whne baslcauy r‘

R
bd) ’4' : - 4-,_

2T TR
58«. _traditional Mafia, has extended its sphere of operatiom moro ltronxl fnt ‘

"ﬁga.
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£35 . the marketn where they interpona themselves between whqlonlerq ;m

367 Hay!
- 3; in the gutse of middlemen and 'take & cut of" all ulu._ ‘These cny‘muopi
3

¥
3

fﬂ:;_ domlneerlng control are !reqnent and bloody
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~ Mafia crimes lncludo chieny murd&. protoctlon a
S R v‘wwﬁaﬂ.

racketeering, extortion, kidnapping, smuggllng, robbory, _aud thogt

WO @~ \Jt EwWw

o
i

LﬁC

St vrkeeps informed on the acuvlties of xta American co nt

RBa

Uu&ad States, uncovered by the Federal Narcotlca Bureau, has bem % :
| 35 ‘ 4

lqﬁg? to contatn velled meanlngs and to conflrm prevloualy devolopod
{3l

1nf§gmation that the Mafiosi refer to themselves as the "frienda.

S The Mafia in Sicily remalns an tmofflclal feudal ‘aystem of s
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ig S The prcunt-dai Mnﬂa éontroll crime to th
P10t . m«-\u«.
l;; ; certaln criminal operations wherever it can, pushing crlmo t the llm!t
/
115 which further trespass would mean either the destruction of the
Fi’ 2 society upon which it feeds or a pOpular rising against lt ln u
17,
418 that would encompass the destruction of its elements.
¥
£ 73
%gg‘ B. Conclusions 7
s 1. The Mafia in Siclly 18 a deadly traditional combination of crime™
‘Shu ‘and local pseudo government. It imposes an invigible governme
‘55 Sicilian communities, depending for its authority upon the fearit's
Tr26. insplrea through its domineermg control of tha local viclou. element:
27T~ : T :
E.;?B-g, 2, 'The most typical Mafia figure 15 the assassin,” though,tha pow
29 : commands 18 slight in comparison with that of the local Mafia ct
I30
pgl The latter hag 'risen from the ranks and enjoys & relationship, to- A
232 the local Matla gang like that of a feudal lord to his armed retainers,
;'j-33, _ His relationship to the local community is also one of prestige and }?
LT domineering power. He expects to be deferred to for’ permlnion
35. local ventures both criminal and legitimate, from which he extrac
36 a percentage of all profits, He may be sought by non-~Mafiosi for
37 - arbitration of disputes; ransom of stolen goods; or backing,*politie
5;38 or otherwise, though in 80 doing the peuuoner becomu danau
ffg obligated to the Mafia. ' N L
Ll - - A _, " . ~ -

. u% 8. The basic and often the only units of Matia or;anlution in Slcuy'lr
Tyg the tocal gangs. Members are admitted to it if they are acceptablg
LT ~ to the local chief. Prerequisites for admission include proof of::
45 capacity for ruthless crime; adherence to the traditional code of &

35 omerta, 1.e., silence in the event of crime and dependence upon:
- ,’ug "stiletto justice”; and sponsorship by BOMEone alrudy a >
150
151 &
52,
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‘hold court or divide territories, and they oiften defer ultimately to

mail, smuggling (especiaily the smuggling of narcotics), labor ~

The traditlonal Mafta i8 not & comptct, centrally organlud loclotyé g
or party such as the Communist Party, but a collection of gangs
autonomons in their own territories and loosely federated when
federated at all. The pattern of connections among local Mafia mg
depends chiefly upon the existing relationships between their leaders,
Theae relationships may be cooperative, a8 in the case of inter~ =
territorial collusion in n broad conspiracy, or close family ties; or
they may be inimical, stemming from rivnlry or the exlatenc
an active vendetta, o -_?;:f*«?.;

Above the local level, territorial gangs sometimes appear, 'ereated ,
by ambitious and powerful lock] chiefs. Above such territorial gangs
there is no fixed hierarchy. Powerful chiefs meet occasionally to'

a chief of supreme prestige. The Mafia system of administration is”
primitive., The leader is the one with the "paychological drop, * l.e.,

the one who lunstills the greateat taar of refusal to comply with hil A
wighes,

Recently, Mafia crime has been accentuated and has become better -
organized in Palermo than it was formerly, The possibility exists ..
that the Mafia in Sicily has begun to achieve greater centrallzstloni,
since the establishment iri 1947 of the Sicilian regional autonomy‘.f..
centered in Palermo. | .

racketeering, black-market operations, and many other crimes,
though the persistent emphasis over many decades hal been upon
the operation of a deadly protectlon racket.

J
ia miodi operandi ﬁ‘ murder  and i
ctims, witnesses, and all opposition.

The Mafia is distinguished from crime {n general in Sicily by its
traditional exclusiveness; close family ties among its adharenta;
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it conslatent mlouts*’ operandi: thc outltlndiu ungh
. .elements; and the proclivity:of small groups of its. olonuntl“ ¥
‘domineer over much larger numbcrs of othcr cﬂmlnal ’ -.

. _ 190

i ' been indicated in visits of certain hoodlums to Sicily prior; to it
" attendance at the Apalachin, New York, mesting of hoodluml In’

” in the United States. Such coordination has been most’ mmpy

““world headquartera" for the Mafia. ' o

. : e
_ The eradication of the Mafia in Siclly, attempted by Itnllan author '

"'f.e., as known practitioners are suppressed, new Opportnnlm

crimes or to reveal the crimes of others; (4) the tradluonnl‘tnq

D B Fear 1Y

. ¥ L
o 2 o

gangs. ) ;
Some coordination exists between Mafia elementa ln Siclly and tt

illustrated in the illicit international traffic 1n wcoucn.:;g:

November, 1957; in the passing of information to the Sicjlian’ ma
by Mafiosi in visits to Stcily; and in correspondence between Maf
elements in Sicily and those in the United States. “Data currentl
available, however, fails to indicate that Sicuy ¢

on repeated occasions, has never been succeufully acco:npllohod.«
Reasons for their failure have included: (1) the infiltration of Mafia

elements and the reach of Mafia pressures into law enforcement :
high government circles; (2) the intimidation or elimination of - If
witnesses; (3) the traditional refusal of Mafios! to confess tholr

consequently chiefly tacit and understood nature of the Mafia's s
extortionary pressures; (5) the institutional quality of the llnﬂa, i

favorad by the perseverance of a conditioned public, especlﬂl?i
superstitious, poverty-stricken, and unenlightened elements,*and
those made vulnerable by adherencé to anclent traditions of hostility
to the law; (6) the new, lucrative criminal opportunities that enrjch
some Mafia leaders and increase their power; and (7) the porennhl
problem faced by the prosecutive authorities in attempting to »®
that the Mafia as such is an illegal group. Although the Mafia s3>
presents the ostensible appearance of a single, cohesive society,: it:
has no written constitution, nor does it operate in formal fuhion.-
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9 V. reduced to proving: (1) substantive crimes of lndlviduals, anql
10+ (2) limited conspiracies. vast and arbitrary prosecution has’
11 struck at large fragments of its composition without etfectively
ig outlawing the Mafia as a whole movement or society. g
\ BN

The Mafia persists in Sicily as the most vicious and extensive
racket ever to have been foisted and imposed upon the public.:
To law enforcement, the Mafia presents the most deeply.
“entrenched and monstrous challenge ever to have crept forth-t -
from the underworld.” This challenge extends to law enforce ent'

{n the United States,
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- A
I. NATURE AND ORIGINS OF THE MAFIAIN SICILY .. [4F
Al ‘Nature ! -

Th- “afia has bera referred to variously as a "deadly brotherhood, ;|

a "secrot society, ' or a “cciminal organization.,” Numerous observers have

 f -

commented, however, that the Mafia = not an organization at all, but a "type-

1
of Crh':"innlgig*, ©oor A Uphace of Sieflian sr.)r:is"zt)y. "

e i i m i e

Retuced to its eloonts, as seon in the points of view of the many |
oburrvers who have attempt~d to pinpoint the nature of the Mafla for nearly a

cenfnry, it ean be gaid that the Mafia consists of two basfc features:

= s = mmwr— e e

(1) * traditfonnl - ~fecal on the part of some Sicillans to cooperate
with the lav, plus 2 poference for private systems of revenge and self- .
povernrient; ani

4
{?) Thos=~ vho ar» most deeply imburd with these views, are A

i il o eygand

predisposed to the usc of extortlon, terror, murder, corruption, and 3
criminal conspiracies o€ all varieties, and under local chiefs seekto - - !
~utablish o tyronny oo both eriminal an? legitimate affairs for the

1

pover ond prefit to b Corived therofron,
The traditten-l o meect of the Mafia por mits it to operate often in tacit
feeldon,  Thia fartor, ylus e cade of filenro ~dhored to by those who follow the .
Marin tradition; the ¢ :d~fen-» nf soime crimin~l consplracies among its adherents;
the appearoner of enlidarity revealed in close famrily tles: and the use of similar °

forrmeulae of 2ction, oft-n gio~5 *tafia groups the semblance of one vast crlminalf;

Seat,

~
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sgcret society. Whether the Mafla can be pinpointed to the extent of

idrmhfyi.” it 75 an Mepgal group o0 12 1 collection of iHlepal groupings

12
hljmln; by peacand aoainst i in vonaed af 1aw i= o1 an open question.

32: folloviyy account of itn allepged criging and development may contajn
irementq of posaible value in assesclog the status of the Mafia as an

* g
mOgal groun, It ray he neiod in » Teonen hovever, that 2t this time the

21
MEeia o plo s goes oy sl cppgonice Fams while 3% the 3nme time 1t does

"gg constitnio v ropalor socreat eacizty or an open, ceonventional-type =7

26

oyganization,

28 .

I3 Origlins

30—

33 1o 7 ety of Liberating
gg I.eeond among the Sicilinn people {s srid to hold that the Mafia
35

b3gan as a o~ret eociety of liberation reveral centurles ago, aimed at

37 -

B&rthroine tho oppr~asiva foreien rulers of tha isiond Of Siefly. Those.
39

v’l"pgo hold thi= opinfon genarally have enlified i) av-rring that the Mafia

u - -
lgger beecane a sorinty of eritninal . (100-42303-274, p. 1; 62-81093-30X, p. 3;
P 100-42303-297)

45 2. A Fecret Soclety of Avenacrs

46 o - T T

ﬂg Porme aeweos nttempt - trace the Mafia te origing in the Beatl Paold,
;éganclnnt “1oilian secret o ity o' 3n koewn A= the " Avengers. ' This soclety,

\g%ich mmay hise beon active in “ied's as recently as the 19th Century, allegedly
(3)

tsiwoted jtaelf in large port to the asransination  of unpopular magistrates.

'55
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3. A Natural Pesult of T'olitical and Feonomic Forces™

Fae annrceally ecoredad that Sfefly’~ forefern rulers were oppressive

Qvor oot LERE B T T Hy [EATEL RS I ",

ool that in the final analysis the Mafia was an

et o ef e prjaenio,

Coven sonrees tyacs the origins of the Mafia no

further back than th~ nerto ! of Dourbon rule in ®elly (1735-1860). Others seoji

the P fin ae havipe hrep o e~ by a eonetelintiom of circumstances which

Poaan taldne forgye vivianlty b othe patapt of “-tiian history., In the absence of

R

prectos ond outhoritative arconnte of the arjrin and history of the Mafia,” and in-
view of tha recurcert staten oot that the Mafia {s a Sicilian institution with deep
rocte inthe roece eveorjencs cnatama, and traditions of the Sicllian people, a -

bgn]n e il hf‘ t\w_‘\mr‘wwfr.] fat ti- . I”’l”’!r"’“ LR Aeopenmie -r(}!'(‘eﬁ that seem to

have, by their confin e, noldod the phenorsengn inovwn as the Mafia,
a.  Backaround: Yh2 T-land of Siefly and Its Farly History f

Yeity, m wimmntoinore {iand 2loab 15 si7e of the State of Vermont, )
o just GO #~ foe + ¢ the Fotinn Yoot It e inhabited before the dawn of

historv, the rarl{est inhahit~~t- | Ing sald to have been the primitive tribes of

the Flymi, Sieani, 271 Fieyli.
The positicn of the Telned lyine a« i doce nstride ancient sea routes
af trads ~optaratior ond pocrneet, deow a ruerens

ion of different peoples to

2]

)




‘.’

1
2
3
i
5 ;
6 b
¥ . By
itégshores. About 1,007 B.C., the Phoenicians settied in the western part of o
+10 ‘ ;oo
theadisland at Tanormous (now Palermn). The Carthazinians founded towns in F
12 .
thc%grea now kmown as Trapani, noar Talermo.  On the east and southeast
coz%%s, the Greeks founded Syracusn, Catania, and the city now known as 1
17 .
MerGina, @) | -
9 |
20 After the firat Punie ¥ ar (711 B, C.) the Pomans founded great
21 @) .
Eang"énd eetates arross the Stritien commtrysiid, Tt vas upon these landed
2“ ‘ - ) R . »
=gtdes and others founded later anider Norman rute that the Mafla was to - 3
26 : L
taka7 shape. .
28 . b
2 b Folftical Characteristics of Farly Welian Toclety
315 Italion sorlety was heotovizally divided into a nuirber of diverse
oogaical untte, each with its con adminiclrative systom, economle and cultural :
35 (64-35693-233-10, p. 53-1)
na@érns, and prides and prejudtces,  These politien] divislons were further ’
37 - a
Seggxent:-r! by the gerre?! nocietien ~ renciationg an? oange that abounded in- ,

un - aw . r] H " i i
gan&y Roman times and wora in » foued throughont the patiern of Sicilian
42 -
higggry. “Many of there seerot vrouplnzs vere gald ta have revealed aspects

4l
ofﬁfgutunl nsststanec~, protection, antygvrer, The Mafia js eald to reveal

thﬁgﬂttnr charactayistirs, vhich trpl tn eive at 1e2st partlal support to the

B TRy
H vy d

L~ %A~T = } MRy v
! LT EARARALEL Y R0 AR |

thegry that the Mafiz dov
51

nugher of local secvet ascocirti=ns of the more domineering variety.
53 4
54 -4- - ;
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c. A Succession of Oppressive Foreign Rulers o

A successiom of other conquerors, Including the Byzantines, the Arabs,

and the Normans {ollawed,. The Normans founded additional feudal estates and

(4)

Increased the opprescion f the peasgants who lived upon them.

i .
d. The “Sicillan Vespers," A. D, 1282 - 4-'-55;'.;
The unpopriar rule of the French in the 13th Century brought about an ;
(100-42303-297) ,
uprisieg of the Siciiirn peeple in 1282, This uprising, the so-called ”Slcillm

Vespers, ' wasg charpnterjzed by mass assassinations of French soldlers

s ..\.3

(4) _
garrisoned in Sicily and symbolized the Sicillan desire for lndepegldence. , .
I .

2. Arcesival Ma{iosi

A racent accmpt of Ma{la history traces the rise of the Mafia to thq
a~tivities of "carstakors' of the 1anded estates in Sicily in the 13th Century. fl

In Norman times the feudal borons used tax collectors to collect th? o
customary tribute fuem the peasante. The tax collectors formed the custom of o
stealing from their raaters, and especially from the peasants, Under Aragon
rule, established shevtly after the uprieine of 1282, the power of the feudal |
lords 18 sajd to have fnrrensed. Many of them went to live in Palermo, Messina,

Italy proper, or Spair, They entrusted the care of their estates to the tax

: 5
collectors and to vinlent an! merciless individuals who were to act as guar%l .




% ) ‘ : .
3 ‘
: joo
5 Lo
K "guardians” w Dk
7 The "guardians™ were allegedly a set of rogues and parasites who AN
fodlowed the custom of their masters in giviag hospitality to roaming brigands, S -tj;- ;
10 e
i

ansitinstructed them *o commit crimes agalnst their enecmies, The "guardiane" :
12 |
a.rﬁtax collentors, according to this account, increased each year the amount :

SRR

wi},gheld for thelr peraonal use from the taxes they collected from the peasants, e

17 A

18 These possible ancestors of the Mafiosi (as Mafia adherents are e
"9

d:g_‘i'ed) are arid to have inined forces with "guardians" of neighboring estates

ihg"g‘riminnl ventares. In order to protect their interests they followed the

_cézom of their Cpanish masters, using a type of inquisition to dispose of - ‘ ;
ré%mm(:g persants. The nobles are sald to have often favored the use of this . . .. ir 4,
sy%-%ein. ) }

33 f. Corrupt 1w "nfarcement uader the Bourhons

%134 The majority o theories coneeraing the rise of the Mafia attribute its ‘
or%éin to the nntrustworthy sysien of law enforcement which prevailed under the = . ?{L
ngrbon_ir,mgq (A, 173 s-mé?))) |

ﬁg (1) Disor:er In the Early 19th Century

Eg A number of compliceted circumstances were involved in the confusion

a.rﬁfglawlessness that prevailed a1 Fletly in the Iate 17th and early 19th centuries,

A%gm‘t of the "Kintdom of the Two Cicfllea” (inchuling the southern portion of
L9

50
51
.52 I -6 -
53 ‘
54
a:‘)s
56
57
58 ,
59 *
Ml Orpemrere e re—p——t e TSP i mimm-ae = me
61 : S
'62 ~ : - -
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the Tiolian poplnsula wnd the island of Sicily), legal matters relating to the lshpd#
were handled through Naples, the principal seat of government. This legal “

(100-42303-3086, enclosure,p. 17)
pawer, it is safd, dicd not reach Siclly satlsfactorily, |

WO 00~ OV L R

e
W O

Tn add to the poblic confusion, Mapolcon Bonaparte invaded South |
(8) P
Baiy in 1790 and conduacterd a military campaign which lasted until 1787, The™

[V
(@2 XN 4 ¥ =

-~ - puy

ficilian couryride became a gcene of brigandage and disorder.

-

(2} Corrupt I'ollce Groups

[T A R S
H O

3

Ihe Poarbon regtine hnd ereated police groaps, "armed companies™

AV]
Ll

which were charszed with maintainlng public order, but counted among their

no
=

mbers a variely rouuass wit
Wil gL o & vaAL LY ) J 4,5 b wowr hl

colinsinn with th~r Douarboa masters to comuiit ¢crimes themselves,

W R, N MO R
OO0 P~
-

e
o
Z

() FIREEN VAVRREE N o TmIL to Loc ll People

|GV RN
IS

33 Poblic ordar was in efiuvct lelt o the local people. They are sald to -

]
innfh‘- atarcnrding to tha ‘ " n gwmanta

’ ow.
36 (100-42303-306, encl., p. 17 SR
'38 Tt hae been ¢ 2jd that tha Touda derived {rom this unofficlal system of "jurles. "’

?5 have farmed iaries, " and thg
Lo~ AR LBNL. . J\A.‘l RO Sy K438 Nk

i ) Guarda ere dHired I'o | votect the Estates

42 O the gre~t land - estates, the gabellottl, wealthy entrepreneurs

lands to the

by who renled the entatas from thelr abgentee owners and sublet the

L7 peasantry, had k2come tn ctleet 2 rural raling class. They were usuvally linked

49 to 'alermn, where reots wore pald and declsions were made. To maintain their




-JO\MN-I:’WI\JH

praver and protect thelr Intercsts they reél'uited bodies of armed followers,

K H

rr;m@v of whom were handits and prefessional outlaws., The "armed companies’ -
il

of 1ﬁ’n Bourhon police are sald to have accomplishad little in the way of law

pn%é‘cement other than in persuading these outlaws to plunder outside the

16 (10)
1rq¥y each commanded {n exchange for local sanctuary,
18
19 Cne familiar theory belds that the early Mafia groups were formed
26 ‘

(11)
rr_og% the "rrmed companies™ themeelves,  Another avers that the early Mafla

(12 -
raaanadc up of the private police forces on the great landed estate!s. Still -

lncgger view favors the lkellthood that Mafia elementr were to be found in each
27~

f th38e grovpa.
29
%g (5) The Guards May I'ave Become tha Mafia
gg The possibility that the private pelice foreere on the landed estates
34

‘er3sable to assume the control over local affairs both criminal and legitimate
1 36

’mt’;’%’q characteriatic of the »~{in, and thus forned th~ first ?.f'afla groups, is

r\h%rgced by scveral factors. The 1anded cstates reprosented local patronage

43 -

rsitent lmr-lho!der, the landb~'d~r himself. In thig =omif~udal eystem, the
45 '

ncﬁ? estates became local firong points.  Their loeal patronage systems

wuq’}gi persons {n the vieinity to degire or find {t expeiont to place themselves

50

51
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, o Y,
under thejr protection and partake of their influence. Centuries of exporl.oncﬂ 4

.n
{

¥

with oppreseion by the central government as represgented fn the rule of forelq:

tyrants and their viceroye, and with the untrustworthy administration of pumicE I
e

justice, had encouraged in the Sicilian people a traditional hostility to the law,{

‘;E"’

a refusal to cooperate with enforcers of public law, and a tendency to Beek j . ,
elgsowhare {or supreme anthority, '
For the rural population, this anthority was found on the great igndéd

®n .

estates in the persors of the landowners or their gabellottli., The landoWner

4o

*ﬂ.ﬁ
o .
= IS

or the gabellotto, with his body of armed followers, represented tﬁe apex of .
vinible pover and avthority for all who resided in the area, In fact, in the i
prevalent nbhsence of any nther form of constant power, such a strong-arm
group was in realily the law and its enforcers in one body. The landowners ‘
and thelr gangs controlled life to sult themselves in the rural communities ln:r
which they ve e to 2 four ', Fach landowner and gabellotto also had his own}
network of influentinl ecnotocts in Falerine, the capltal.(13)

(¢) Vhe pMiafta as an Early "JProtection Racket”

The gangs iknm=~1ves, for in essence that is what they amounted to,
werc a peculiar compromisn form of gnvernment, and as later developments

proved--a deadly ore.  They eliminated interlopers and held monopoly by force.

Fugativie

-

s VT )“; e, yu
" A b L - .
ufJ'rt x" Uii‘"* l"_< , " .. L ‘i4~’: ’sr



Airgets tho paagante and other tenints within the area, and even the
L |

if.grror. Athough §t did not acquire its familiar name until the latter part

1
2 ,'_;) o=
L
Z‘ha“ farm od a npindtioa Lint affertiva "nrntaction rack v‘l M
L1 BUR AU B A ALICARAV YL MU LAl Al W e wewwrawris & inweey . ¥ S —

&ixdownr:m themgelves, Their d-mands were enforced in a reign of

gf7the 19th Century, this network of gangs is sald by some sources to

18 e

(BAve ropreacntad tha orvkainal **1f1;,  This theory of Mafia origin holds :
20

i 36
i%gc;h, Thar cymhnlizad pow-eo-c; ritfon with the hated constituted authoritye~

gélt the " araas {n tho ahaenes of any othor [erm of constant power .
2 . . o i
?3 the conutrol of community life by 2 system of gangs, secret in the sease - . %0

g6t they were officially voracognlaed : T

2T - g : -t "?-'.' £y

t T .:""'
I

28 . (7) Fuhlic Crinfon "7y Mave Favered the Darly Mafla
29 et il

%g Thorn hs heon some §n-'loattion that the publie was not completely 1!

ggstile to thosn panes and =y hooe fwrered ther to some degree, They

f

34 A

g5presented local governrent and 1-2al protection, though the price was [ -
!

Ege govornreer. of the Reorong,  Thay not only victimized the poor, but

b .
gpoate” »n? rebbod the rich as wel), {hns perhaps 2atisfying a general

43

H‘is!re on th" part of th2 og;reane? paanwts for reven?? against thelr .
45

E?zalthy marters.  They may have oeragionally furnished the framework

agrcvnhtimm‘y crvpanization, gadving 4 coloration of patriotism and further

50 o
51 .
52 ) : [
53 - 10 - : :-:f"‘i

el ' ..

ise B AL

035

Y56

57
58




- = s

b e 0 CO~3 N £l R e

of the pﬁople rgainst the Pourbon regime. Despite their customarily violent

prestige in the public mind.. Certainly they epitomized the general relentmant j

} Af'
7 I

practices, the public shielded them against legal punishment. Duly constituted; .

authorities attempting to investipate crimes were met by a solidarity of

. P I L
sﬂence.r ,’,f : I

(M Mloped Cooporation peiween T.acal Gangs: The Mafla
" 1g1ni7’1t10n :

Cne student of Mofia history, vwhose opinion is tacitly supported by

P - ] »

soveral othor sources, has pointed out that the Mafia was never a slnglé"secret .
' 4

society, centrally organizcd like the Neapolitan criminal organization known nﬂg
the "amorra, * but a local and rural phencmenon. It was composed of a netwo;rk

of lecnd ganos, each controtng ond plundrrine a certaln territory, and linked
tozether by fluctuating bon?s of rivalry and common interest. When expedleﬁt!' .

to do =0, these gangs would collaborate, pormitting passage of stolen cattle, f?r“:

e<ample, ir*to vther territe. les ~here they could be disposed of without being »

1

0o\
ifentified by their ovnere,' 6.

p. Gangs with I'atriotic Coloration

The politics! =itiition is satd to have become Increasingly complicated
ip the early 19th Ceptory.  The Mazzini brotbers and Gluseppe Garlbaldi,

Itatian patriots who =cro dedicated ta the untlicatlon of Italy and the overthrow

*Or like the Communint Party is today.

=

T

._"'

=11 -




1 ; !

2 '}J) =
3

i

2 e
-?’f the Dourhons, Jdoveloped gecret socleties. The Carbonari, a secret soclety - ! %

¢f ltberation, is said to have spread its influence into Steily in about 1818,

10
*Upveral of the seec ot asanciations thnt were to bae found in Sielly In great

12

lfimhorr bants on {2 anpeets of pooint e of Jilorptinn, Tome elements of the
1

%glngs thot were to bo knoun 1nte o Mafin ore cnld to have Joined the

P .

1

f%grbos_l_r_{g_i_, their allecel purposer having been to £2et whatever profit or.
9 (1)

“aGunder (he siveumiotangna wault olae o The Sirilirn epirit of independence
21

ddwe rics taohertia vavalfa In 7T o0 T again 1 1717 o] 1847 agadnst the

2k b n 1'1 (1:?) o E . o
Sglurhon rozim ‘ -
26 D
27 - h,  Tho Lstablighment ,)Ln: nopolies of Mower hy Certaln Gangs .
28 . in tho (‘rm{uso i ;’ﬁ a1 of 1800-1860 o
29
%0 By the rheonae of piferti-~ si=temg of peblic safety and order,

1

3%;;;001:1113* in the poriod between £ [1h-oleonle invacsions of the latter part of

4
ige 18th Contury, and the unificatton of Haly in 1800, i, e., about 1800-1860,
36
]'gw er pnd ~othority generally re~~ 1 in those who could establish them Ior
3 r
3§emsclves by Iafluence, craft, noiferce. It has already been shown how

ﬂ"%nch rural pawer rronpg operate ] i the landed estates. The towns ag -

usell were plarued with Incat "brotherhoods, ' as a lotter allegedly written in

45
ﬁ!ﬁﬂ is spid to have revenled,

48
Lg
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51 =12 -
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Pletro Ulloa, Attorney General of Trapani, Sicily, is said to havo kS "_."; '_fr

written to the Bourbon Minister of Justice of Paris on August 8, 1838, Ulloa.

A
'
A
ik
1 ks
allegadly pointed out, in part, that there were “brotherhoods" in various townm
o
There were about seven "porties' which did not hold meetings and which ““‘1 S
only nne thing in common: one leader. Here, said Ulloa, he may be a land-' l
[
owner, elsewhere he may b2 a priest. One treasury was said to serve all - ”] o
-
their purposes, Cuch poepness micht vary from exonerating an offfcial to

roining him, or to retaing an fnnncent man,  The people, sald Ulloa, had corq,a

to an poveement with the criminals. When robberles occurred, mediators

appeared who tried to et the stolen objects back. Many high magistrates , s

protecter] thege "hrothorhonds, ' such ag one Scarlata, a judge of the Supreme }
Civi) Court of Dalerrmn, »and Cirecusn, a high mogistrate. It was not possible;to
get civilian policemen to potrol the gtreets and it was not possible to find f

¥
witnepses to crimes committed in broad daylight. In the heart of Siclly, publie!

offices weore for sale, ond ju tice was corrupted. Since 182 the pebple had been -
(19)
"up in rrms,

Confugion roounted ae the Bourbon euthorities attempted to crush the
Carbonarl movement, However, Garibaldi sncceeded in invading Sieily from the

aouth {n May, 1860, and with the help of the Crrhonarl drove the Bourbonsg out |

Y aky

av)

- 18 -~
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ogéﬂcily Rince 1869 Sicily has béen a part of Italy, though under the terms

- 10
ot the Itatian constitntion ol‘ 1947 1t 15 known a8 an autonomous region with

12 (21)
FkBearmo 25 the capltal.
i p

Lt “

%2 i. The Fmergence of f.awless Tradition and Groups Epitomizing It - I j
1; Some sources favor the gradusl emergence of two related phenomena ; :
=

iR Gicilian history vhich tnken tor:ther pre reforred to as the Mafia,
21

gg () Lavless Tradition (Omerta)
gg The first phenomenon wor of tvo parts: the popular sentiment of P : )
26 _ R
hprtility to the faw, developed in “I~lly over many centurles at least in part P
.78 . Vi
< . ' o ,_

a2 recult of misrule, and the calpmitons results of this sentiment in action.
\g%bstcr 5 dictionary has define1 s an rﬁct as follovs:

%3 “In Cleily, the popular =~ntiment of hestility to the law, leading
35 to refusal to bear vitness in cnge of crime, and hence to

36 frequent violent crimes, esp. against percons, as officers,

37 . who have incurred ypopulcr digpleasure. ., .

39 Py {hn 10th Crnturs a rompliented tradition hed developed in

.

djélly, its core being this perular ~utimvent of hostility to the law, The .

b .
qg.dition, known as omerta, * hecame virtually unwritten law among numerous
45
fii&ilians. According to its toncts, the citizen had these obligations:
7
#8:0m Sicilian OM], man. Omertn is still knovn to itallans and Sicilians as &

lSg)ncopt almilar to "henor anang thleves, ' a kind of underwortd solidarity.

51 (John Colaneri, Tr. Sect. 4-3-58)
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(1) MN-ver to apply for justice to legnl authorities; 4* ““
(2) Hever to agsist in the detection of crime againat oneself or others - e
(even while dying, the victim of an assailant was never to reveal to" ’ L8

the authorities the identity of his attacker); !

(2) Always to randotnin milence n the event of a crime, refusing to f
report crimes to authorities, or bear witness to them; and Al
BN
(4) Always to reserve the right of vendetta (the taking of personal - |i.}
vengennce) to the victims, thelir families, or their friends. = .. 1%
(23) !’

In {ts procticnl opareation, this {raditional ende resulted in an

eziromoly hich murdsy pate in Sio1ly, chlefly Irom motives of vengeance; and .
widespread Lrlgondiree which aperated under the protective shield of omerta y *5\1
(24) oL F
(2) Groups Fpltoraizing the I awleas Tradition )‘ .‘gn,

'
|

websterts Jeflnition conMnues by desceribing the other phenomenon

viveh {ometloy with {ho epivtt of hosti]ity teo tha 104 composes the tvo meaninga
(25)
of the word "M afin, ™

- in the course of time became a secret eoclety of looge but
wide. pread organ’ cation, ™

‘ |
IS
..o aleo, the body of persons imbued vwith this sentiment which -~
{,
}

There “ar Deen continenl debate nong observers of the Mafia
concerning the use of the oansrie < vpresesim "serr et anciety™ In referring to
the Mafin, The torm "cecret nacinty' haplies to rome persons a quality of

formal organization which hns never bnen adennt 1y established with reference

- 15 ~
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tpghe Mafia. There can be little doubt, however, that 2 number of Sicilians > ; ‘

10
by, their 12 wlrse activities, and consplracles did epitorize the omerta

12
tri?}ition (retenlte ite hiphert oxponent and used 231 a perverted code of
1

hc%grr and d{=riptine) and that thes~ porsons were eventually referred to as

M%éosi, and th>{r groupings as the Mafia,.
g
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1. THE 1360'S: MAFIA 15 NAMED, ACCLAIMED, OPPOSED L
|

oo Cevenord

bo precise link e boen established betveen the name "Mafia™ and | -
(e proups, gentiments, and practices to vhich it refers. One theory lndlcatu%\g.'-
hov ihi» Mofia moy have a-quired its name 15 st ont below, | |
i '-T:rl_rtr'rljvwgt;;,fmology I"-}.":.;;rurp

vhe deriviotion of the term “"Mafia'” has been tentative'y tracggl to lu_ch,:
widely ‘liverse origins as the name of an Arah tribe anclently settled in Mef:po;.
rrench words meaning Vto devour, " and Uthe devil’; the geographical express!'on'
TN, T rcforring o the s ceomininous abade of certain Eicilian bandits; and the
jnftisl tettoes of oo Tiodian cleaon altribut<d to Gluseppe Mazzini, 19th-—_Centur}7
Itallen patriot, vhich transiated means ""Mazzind authorizes theft, arson, andii

(26, 27, 28) !

_poteoming,

Crior to 190, the werd Mafia v as 2 seldom-heard expression in th;
“leflian dialeet, T nwn Tesneerning o veen, it s sald to have Implied true
cornae Y mantine £29)

P meaning of 1ou ecourage and ironliness to the average Sicilian

0 the 1°Mh Century v ns of enares conditions! hy the race exparience of the

-17 -
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Siéman people, which had been perennially bitter. Recoursge to legal authority

(o}

lp;:ases of persecution by private enemies was thought to be & symptom of

»10
wenknese, nimost of cowardice. It was an exaggeration of the sentiment,
12

hiﬁ)rically more or less common among latin peoples, that to appeal to

la%gagainst offenses involving perronal insult 18 unmanly, and that the duel

lsité\e proper means of recovering Inst honor. Adhereats of the Mafia, however,

P19
en;ﬁnded manyfald the scope of offonses they considered to imply personal
1 ;

in%élt. Common theft, for example, was considered a sign of lack of respect

4 -
in%g:atlng that the thicf did not fear vengeance, The theft must be avenged -

26 :
by personal action, or by the vengeance of relatives or {riends, Obedience to
.28 . :
th%rgperverted coide of honor known 25 pmerta was sald to have been another
3 (30) )
h%%’)ic ond monly characteviatic,  Aa the evolution of the word "Mafia”

3
cga:lnued it canie to connot~ hehavior which is lawless, violent, brutal,
35

a6 evil,
137 )
C3% 1862: 2 Flay Po, ularized the Word "Mafia"
ﬁg It ves in the climnte of this “~agerous set of values that a play

L2 '

apprared in I'alermo {n 1883 eatitled: I Mafiusi della Vicaria." Vicaria
44

uﬂgé"‘; the grent prison of Prleymo; the Fofiusl (more common spelling

"ﬂg"{iosi") wore prisoners, whn dwing the course of the drama demonstrated

LG
~3
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i
physical audacity in knife duels. A 19th-Century, English transiation of the -""f:f?i

, A N

title of this play, t.e,, "Feroos of the Penitentiary, " serves to indicate the |

I

hemor v ith whielh theo~ “heroie” prisoners vere regarded. The play became
a:tremely popular, tourine Italy and Sicily in an ¢xtended run of over three

thousand performances. In this way the words Mafia and Mafiosi entered the ..

1
common aspeach of Sielly, and of Haly ar well. (31)

N, Mafia First Deflneq_;}j; "RAravado”

In the first kmoun attempt to define "Mafia, " Tralna's Sicilianéltalian 3

Dictionrry, published in 1868, pointed out that the term *"Mafia" wa's a mmh:)g'll'll:lfI
(32) =

1
)
|
]

{(now evpreseion) meaning “ravado,

E,  Mafiosi Declared “"Tmiticans” by the Ttallan Authorities

After the liberation of Slelly from the yoke of the Bourbons, the

collahoration of some Mafic~i in the Carbonari which had perhaps alded the

e et L e

Aounfall of the Raurbens v =~ given recopnition by the new Halian Government.}

Most of the Mafiosi vrre & “larad to have been “partleans. ™ With this

prastioe hehind them some $1afia leaders vert to the new parliament and the
{12y
parliamentarians ace~pted them with hanor.

Y. Mafia Crimes Multipliod
Meanehile, as theiv leaders were heing Honized in the new parliament,
other Mafiost are sald fo have redeubled their criminat activities. Murders and

- 19 -
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' the provineen of Falermo, Trapani, Agrigento, and Calf&niSsetga) but fewer in

N ki

i
the old Mafia as the "Stuppagghiar{” (;'stoppers"). The ""stoppers” not only . g o
falled to best the Mafia but in time joined forces with It. Thus the Mafla : -
eontinned to emerge 29 a sironger and increasingly terrible tyranny over

(35)

Sicilinn affajrs, :

H.  The Mafia Spread across Sicily

Thosa wha adhered 1o the Mafia attitude and conduct were of many
deerens, extonding Into moest secial classes, though Mafia was most firmly

establizhad {n the rural ~vers among peasants and the large landbolderbr'Th;

s -

attitude and conduct had many adherents in western Sicily (e.g., esp'eclally'i_n o

ik

v

the eastern provinces, In v!rfually; fll areas of Sicily, there were some Mafia
ardherenta by the latter part «f the 19th Century.

Tt must be notad thot in the beginning persons with Mafia sentiments *
Atd not nocessarily consider thamaelves criminals, nor did they all.necessarnyr
partictpate in eriminal 2ctivitlos. A large number are said to have violated no
gtatutory law. Thelr cortacts with criminale it is ald vere usuailir motivated by
the degire to prevent off>na~= amainst themeelves, rather than to commit them

36)

arinst ot}gnrs. Tho cenaenuanees of Mafia were nonetheless grave with reference

to the puhlic safety. T ~fusal to report offenses to constituted authorities or to

. -!__'
":‘."‘.::é' "
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1. TEE 1870'S: THE MATIA RECOGNI7ED AS CRIMINAL BANDS,
MANY MATIOSI DEFORTED, OTBERS FLED TO AMERICA

T
B T
N .

.

AL A Mew Definition Appcarad

In 1876 Mortillare's dictionary is said to have accepted the meaning ,

'.

of Mafla as "gang.” Another source has indicated that a more accurate i.
definition vnder the civeunetances of the time would have referred to the Mafia

37
ara numbrer of amall eriminal bands, (37)

B. An Cffteial Describad the Mafia, 1874

The Public Security Depaty of Siculiana, Sicily, writing in 1874, 18 L

.'. s

enid to have deceribed the *fia of the 1870°s tn part as follows: 58) 5
LI vish to sny that the Mafia, tho evil plague which 18 responsible

{n. all unvoet mr* crime in these Sicillan provinces, does not have

any sot rules for procedure, as far as I can tell. It i8 nothing othem
N g nrofeasion. a trade and an unrul ab_ e of au hnrltv which !l

L+ 111 L 'y LiAT sdirna AEN W LT LV Y
physically and niorally exercised,

% .0.‘1
“™Morally, by thooe bigwigs who impose thelr ideas, good or bad, on
thoir subjects whe cannot oppose them or neglect to carry them out.’

14 LvllJ

They cannot reius” {o obey bemuw they see thelr own ruin in their
refusal. .

" Thyeically, by those criminals who {mpose thelr supremacy on
everyone h;, v'uicuc_' means.  They compel the weak or their
accomplicrs to comnit those eriminal acts which damage public

order or sorial morale 80 much. i

" A single comment, a single act of refusal is enough to bring down
the yrath of the Mafia.

-23- |
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"Tenee it 18 cvident that the ATafla has a hold on every class of
ceiimty, In faet, it ie g n in the clergy In the form of sponging.
Tt plealed hy sopoeetitions heliefe un ler the form of voluntary
Shegite, Indhe cricioer ooy, hoeause of the sbrolute command
Ctieh o one ean pefnne, ienst af all o sepvant or a dependent of
ceeva pobleman vho harn't yot abandoned his feudal ways, Proof
of s 8 eren in the pretoction and asylum which the great
landovners afford the thievea in the country and in the city. They
alzo glve them the opportonity to go through their possesslons
vithont faar of prnishmont, The Mafia 1s <~cn in other clasges
A mpaftengabliner, vaer ey, intrigues, highway robbery, and
the gvany cthee ¢nfpeong = Bieh Bave been cominitted and are still
heing copartt et in ihioes provineos,

“roogm what Thave <add an 4o this point and bocause of my limited
wpovledge, 1 cannot say vhat the main cenicrs are. To my way of
thinking, 1 would any that they do not exist because of the lack of
an rpoyopricte and distivrt orenization,

Tt fior Miet ot ot the nymen of e e vho, because they
are ey {ont anl frope Tin the provinee, £re th- greatest obstacle
to fighting and oareontin g (0o Tafla,

‘In the sccond Bi<t, T vill name the subordinates of the bigwigs
uprn whom the cont-rsg are dopondent, whoe Jdemrand obedience, and
vho attep pt to instill fear in others, regariless of whether they do
coem thefr enp neeord o vhether they wern instructed to do so. "

The Mp_!;gm__],j-_o‘__-q“x~]__§')g_c‘ as ot Cne _l)‘_r.g_ a Fumbrr of Associations

t. Th» "Cosche’” or Anrocintions
I .- . - (39)

In~tanp Mosea, a etudont of »"afia histeorv, has poipted out that the

rvﬁgﬂa wng not ene rast assorintion of metefactors with a bierarchy of leaders

0
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

4
bgsrnthnr a nurber of ematl autonemons agsociation:. Tach association was

- 924 -
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calles n cosea (the SictHian Sialecticism for "tuft”), having 2 membership of
totes te fificay naa padn thenaly @gmpe were Inrger,

flora e cnget t o m alactton of ehiefs, authority being wielded

Ly veabicre leng adtiotod v e oo e who diveetsd the movements of younger oo

ac~azlatee  eupsrintended doalines with virtime,and divided booty. g

The couche, o th v siera ppllectivoty roferred to, punished

+

freatee Tiestion prooer el - Tee ontn and eapeoially the misappropriation of

booty. These acts vere eonc i opod viclations of the Mafta code of "honor, "and.

wore cometivies punigshed vith deth,

7. Relations bty een Yaseciations andt withln Them Often Antagonlstic P

Ve yeiafien s bt oo cighboring eorela might be cordial or 80

antagoristic it Afeutties = nuld have teo bo oottind by shooting., The greatest

nummher of murders grow oul of rivalry between cosche or members of one

coeea,

i
{
|
)

3. Mo Conventional Tizae o Pasavords {or Decognition

While 1t is untrue that »i2mbers of the various coschg used conventional

vords and ge tures o recorrUos one ancther, they did have peculiar mannerisms,

including prenanciatios of <o rtain words, {roqurnt use of others, and a certain
furtive and cbaffling © pres o=, Foanv cxnezicprced Sicilian, these betrayed

conncction vith & cosca,

- 25 - . 1
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i 9
10

4.

Crimes; Chiefly Cattle Rustiing, Extortion, Kidnapping, Murder

The cosche engaged chiefly in cattle rustling, extortion, and

deeasional kidnappi~g for ransom. COften an ally of the cosca would offer to

12

r%gover s{olen cattie for the owner, and if such an offer was accepted, the

c%ale would soon be found wandertng about the countryside and the "friend"”

17
woild be indemnified for his "expense” to the extent of a third or a half of

."19

tlgg value of the cattie, Ilurder, of course, was conunon, growing out of

rg*.ialry between Mafiosl or between groups of them,

2k
25
26

27T~

el

5’

Controlled Extortion: A wldespread Protection Racket

In regions where agriculture was intensive, a tribute system

ﬁggvailed. Every landowner or tennnt pald to the cosca an annual tax higher

1 .
t}grzn the combined imposts of the gnte, province, and commune. Refusal

33
tgipay was punished by destruction of trees and vines and the slaughter of

35

u%?stock. Ietters demanding the deposit of a sum of money at a designated |

pg.gce or its consluntecat to a desis nted messenger were a method generally

4
uﬁgd by novices,

42
43
4i

A cosca, throvrh move v lneg veiled threats, would often induce

aﬂ'lz.ndov.rnex' to entruet the marvketinT of nroduce to one of its members, or to

1¢re his estate to persons in thelr confidence. In the first case, small thefts

L9
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20
21
22
23
24
25

Ti06 D,

27~
128
29
30
31
32

nften haif of the lease price,

wag extracted.

e
by novices not agsoclated with the cosca were prevented, a part of the produce \

being appropriated as payment by the cosca itsell. In the second case, a rebap,—;

Collaboration betwaen the cosche wag geen most often In cattle rustlinz

Two or more cosc_tig cellaborated.

hard connections with

Sicilisn emigrant

Stolen oxen and sheep would be dupatched to
19 a remane fifty or more kilometers uaway, secretly butchered, and consumed.j ?’fﬁ

Stolen horses and mules vore sometimes sent as far as Tunis, where the Maflosi
L

8, — Wi .
vl

Attempts at Prosecution Thwarted by Lack of Evidence; RJuted Manoal

Deported, Many Perfected New Methods, Some Fled to U. 8,

£

Mafla,

i)

The Italian Government was said to have been powerless agalnst the -

Althcurh the chicfe of the Mafla were snid to have been fairly well known,

33 the police were able to offer no evidence Lrut popular report. Even when & Ch’lét":

35
36
37
38
39
§o
4
L2

could be identified he could prove an alibl, and the youths who actually had

¥

SRR ] '.w_:'u
“§ ,.'

perpetrated the offen~es v re veknown. Vhen the latter were arrested they ,

rarely gave information abnut those who had ordered them to commit an offense,

for they would ther n~t only be condemned bul also forfelt Mafiist honor

and the help customarily given by the cusca to captives of the police.

In 1877 and 1878 a government campalign against the Mafia took place.

About 1878 Prefect of Molice Maltusardi, in whom the Italian Miniater of the

-27-

PI L
- Rl e, '
LR A




1 ) .

2 . i '.\) ! o

3 .

4

5 -
Ligerior is rait to have vested authority over all Sicily, exiled to the coastal ] }-’«5‘

7 Ve
1:8:unds seversl hundred criminals against whom preclse evidence was lacking. R
;10 Fatsr the casche are eal! to have reorganized and to have perfected ‘

N SA

ooof apspratioo, Pfany of the “faflost are saidd to have begun to

tl%‘% r matin

1L 40

plsctice trade s from which they o b appear to live. 40) :
16 !
ig Large numbers of the Mafiosi are sald to have lmmigrated to P

Aé aricn durine the T*allo 1 eampaign ~eningt the Mafia In 1877-1878, many
(100-42302-317, encl, p. 7)
ogéhr‘m watne to Mow Wlosang, Tn thde oonpectfon it s noted that foilowlng .
23
t2% murder of Chlef of Folice Davisd ¢1, Jennessy of New Orleans, in 1830,

- 25
l%ﬁmrles revenled that one of the c~ures of the dozens of unsolved murders

YL e

T S R
- I

lvégIew Orlzans prios to 139 (the o wetigatlon of which was sald to have

bgpug,ht abat Mepnessy's omur7ar) - va nlleged to have been a struggle for

32 (41)
a?:l}remauc, between Mafiy factiong, one of them kuown as the "Stoppaghera. "

’lég latter group may have been alements of the Mafia faction described

T e

lgghe 1850 a5 the "“tupragahiai,

51 " - 2B -
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STCOTES INDICATED TTIE MAFIA NOT AN ORGANIZATION —

IV. TIE 1880'S; IOLITICAL INFLUENCE ACQUIRED BY THE MAFIA; 1

i olitdeal Influence nfter xtension of Voting Franchise 1882

“he chisf obsticls to legal action agalnst the Maila in the 1830'1! is

gald to have been the growing political influence 1t acquired as a result of the | i
extersion nf the votlng frouchise in 1783, The poorest classes were given thq

vote,  Thev ware not larsaely vrepresentes

_Ah

IS, PP N | T [ ey e 1]
m ihe LUBL :.!. otit LIICy wela ivat Gabu

Vit the poMlee on balnllof "7afiosl; and [orend thelr {avers in other waya, . .
|

iL Utudies Vkre Made by Concerned Officials: The Mafia Was Not Consldered

To lle a Conventional-1ype Urganization [

i

During the 1870's and 1880's several Italian scholars, police o!ﬂcifth,
(43)

and partfamentarisnag pttacked the problem of the Mafla in an attempt to analyze
the phenomenon and deterr-in2 what could be done to eradicate its evll power in
Sielltan affadre.
(44)
n 1077, Cluseppn Alongl, sadd to have been 4 police official and

rloga student of th~ *Talts, published a book called "La Maffia." This study and

R -
i
[
I
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oilgt?r inquiries by the Barons Franchett! and Sydney Sonnino were seen in

10
pergpective by a later writer vho made these comments: Rather than being

12

a d@dwentional-type organization, with a fixed code of rules and a recognized

14

bo%g of ofiicers; a secret society; ¢ loose freemasonry such as that which

ca&g)lnd anarchists of all countries together in sympathies if not in form; or.

e

-~
<l

ph&tymenen, o product of instinct among a people vho had, under the brutal

23

'iag;gﬁism of the DBourbons, and the extortions and oppressions of the Bourbon ’

g .
1 pppitical leacue, the Malfla might inatead be referred to as a social

aoége, lost all respect for law and all {dea of an tmpartial and {mopersonal

28

iugitce betwern man and man.  These forces "made each man an Ishmael

30

1mdhg his feliows and gprend an ereontial epirit of annrchy, " The "moral"

32

~0d3 that doeveloped "turned upside down all the accepted notions of honor

34

mggnorallty. " Though neither an open organization nor a secret society

37
infg
39

& ordinar v arnge of the termsz, ~nd thaagh it had no central authority,

1o‘ltz,gwernnmm, and no lave, yet "the eroups of Mafiosi, who were to be

'on.ﬂ%i in every tovyn and villaee undrr loral chiefs vere more or less

by
~onrected with each other in sympathies and common formulae of action,

b

if Mt by open honda,
I8

oAl
‘odhY,
58
51
52
53
54
155
56
57
58

T 61
62

It is this unlque form of oreantzation which prevalls

I3
Ry
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The Mafia is said to have worked all the more effectively for being
thur leosely organized or voluntarily united for specific operations. The Mafia |

presented in effect 2 “many-linked chain of hun'an connection” and of secrecy,

1

the vizlation of which was punishable by death, It was this contaminating [

|
connection that gave it an Invisible strength. 1t penetrated into every sphere of !

gocial lif~ In Slelly, "from the peasant wwerking in the {lelds to the government

officis?  in his burean, frope the eriminal {n the dock to the maglsfrate on the
. (45)

berich,”’

- 31 -
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THE 1890'S: MORE ARRESTS OF MAFIOS! MORE EMIGRATIONS OF
10 MATIOSI

\doo-l AT W o

11

12
Al3 Aryoote in 1782

NG S e
%2 In “opterrber, 1892 about 159 Dfafifosi were arrested at Catania,
Si%g\y. Antonio Cutrere. chi«f of police in Palermo in the 1890'§,conducted
"9 (46, 47)
arpgtand~ T eompnlyn aecincl the 7 fin,

21
B2< “minrations

23 T

24 The chief result of the affack on the Mafia in the 1880's 1s said to

AN

25 o
3 uuu 42303- 011

, o
: P i) -
ha;% Dbeen that Maoflosi agaln erigroted ahroad, ‘Instances of the arrival of

28 .
MzgoJ inth~ Toaw York-tev Doreeo < Penasylvania area during the 1880's

oo
S YL
\r.‘,;r. A

et P

.+ - .
T e e e e
O *

-7

30 (100-42303-282, p: 4, 62-75147- Sub 37, Ser. 111, pp. 271- 272)

ard3learly 100 = have boon Adeoerihn ],
32

‘g% STANDARD ACCOUNTS €1 111 NINEGTEWNTH CANTURY MAFIA

37 _
A8 [no Ameaciative Tio

-39 )

ﬁg Ui Topev Totenoan nttog whos cLoceriplion of the Mafia at
thg’gﬂ"n of the pres-nt eovtury Ban b o cidely wosdd by uf"lclais and others

Ly ) N o
ingeronted in pinpointing the natare ~o oprrations of the IMafia, has indicated

46
th# ¥ the “afin ans not to be considor b a sect, a cult, nor yet an association
8

h{xgng coaventionai rules, reenliations or bylavs., JEvyos to him an instinctive

51
52
>3
54 -
55 .
56
57
58
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racisl grouping; an attitude; a form of conduct; and a sense of being superior to ¥
marel, social, or nollfical law, The Mafia, said Paton, was a phase of Sicllilﬂ
socirty, not A compnet organivation of fndivicduals bound together by oaths, nor:

a serret society of members who recognized one another by grips and pasawort"ls,f
-

but rather “a state of orial immorality tacitly acquiesced in by an lndeﬁnitef i

numler of “icilinn=, vho order thelr living and regulate their thinldng accordlj

(48)
to a code of othics called omerta. Disregarding social law and accepting omerta,

Mafiost are gulded by its teachings and by it reguiate their lives and adjust tﬁegr
(49)
relations to their {ellow men,”

t
wt T e
PR e B N ]

o
Omerta wae not ocpressed as a code of ethics In 80 many words, but

freplied in on undervevid <lang consisting of popular sayings, proverbs, and

apothegme, in a varlable Sicillan diatect. Omerta was a living discipline kepll :

alive in the minds of there v hose criminal tendencies made them favor it and {.
becewre instruments o(fﬁ?t n turn it encouraged them to make themselves I -
independent of lav' and socicly, forining themselves Into a virtual "conspiracy

of the =tro:w and masterful 2eningt the weak and fear!&g?l')' Only- a-small

minority of Sieilians weore £aid {o be veritable Mafiosl, but this masterful,

active minority, in~plred by the spirit of evil, “having omerta in their hearts,
(52)
terrorized the unormanized, timorous, passive majority, the peaceable citizens."

- 33 -
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: g The whole fabric of the Mafia rested on murder, wrote Paton, the . ; :

10
throry of omerta being that the as<assin was always lurking near and prepared

12
td 3ct his po 5?3)
14

%2 I'~ton referred to the MAafia as the associating of evilly disposed I
b%gaons who without formal organization consorted together for furtherance , *}w*
9 . o

o2Commeoen intorests, Vhen it served thoir purpoc2s they 2cted together in
21
c%%cert in d~tinnce of law and erd=r, V. hen their interests changed and

cg‘gshed they quarreled among themeelves, and by their vendettas threw the =T

r2b . 7

cppmunity into disorder while they murdered or committed outrages without n ‘;'J

28, (54) S &

1€%0or hindrance, b
30 .

%% Ihe Tneyclopeedia Dritanniea, taking its data (rom the works of

S%E‘eral writer< on the early “afia in Sicily, procoeds no further in attemptsa g

- !
35 -
taglefine the nssociative tie than to say: "The members of the organization CF
St 1._ -
!

37 - (55)
vg&e not very numerovs but bound 'y close ties of fellowship...." . )
9

ﬁg Francis Morfon Crawlovd, another obs~yver of the Mafia at the turn

Ozghe contury, poluted cut that Mafia adherents wore not bound in their
Lh
absociation with each other Dy prermise of secrrey nor oaths of obedience,

Lo
tgﬂ by Interest an‘'d necessity on the one hand, an- the strong Sicilian sensge

ogghonor' on the other., ™ The purprse of nssociating with others of like

51
52 :
53 EE
5k | - 34 - N
55 . S &
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mind and pperating together in an organized way meant protection, for the -

rTa

Riafin eonld monibilate its 1ol 'ted encinies, and in criminal cases it was almost
’ i
}

Pnocaihin tg conyiet 2 2aliona due to the totsl absence of witnesses against

him. (56)

n. Crpanizational Teatures _ N !
. !._(_._

e e b P

1. The Toeal Ohtel ("Copo Maliose”)

———— -

i

reton pointed ouf thet in each locnlity in which the Malia operated,

th~ perron vith the prentect capacity for evil, the clevercst cheat, the most

daring villain, the moest truculent bully, or in a word, the ablest Mafioso became
4 -

t
the 12ader of the Mnfla,  This supcrlative malefacter, said Paton, was called the

Cfiarn Tiafio o, T valet deapatically until o stronger person killed him or '

57 ,
urpest hlz “uthorigﬂ ) Crowford added that o man's position in the Mafia was f'ha

i

result of his personal influcnce, his reputation as a man of so~called honor, w_{hlc!_z

misht alterwy 1o be cuometed by the {oree of circumistances until he became;

a "Cepo Mofiose, " an acknowledred chief. As such bis prestige was so increased

thot Mis foXlawr eHizens appoaled to him to settle their differences both in matters

of byrinese  and in maestion of “honor. ” His house became the resortof all -

thoce who ko difftentti=a {2 decide or who needed help from the “friends, " as the
Mafiost eonrmonly enlled errh other. (?g)spite of his fixed hatred for the concept
of constitutesd 1aw, the "Capp Mafioso took care to use scrupulous exactness in

dealing with those who came to him for ascistance. This inspired confldenc_ei fﬁ
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arg) created the rort of “moral deonatism™ on which the Mafia relled for its

AN
eéc%gtencrg )(’* fcfmllm' «if’u'*timx wae fo br: found In & Gietlian- -Italian communities

i
inl2merfeo, creocttoe don™t jp the peinds of many ebheorvers concerning the
=3
a“ié?i Mofla comnoetiog of propeine st Dasiness Teaders in thege communities
1/
aslfaweir earvices were seught pot ooly by the criminal element, but also by
18
pergona unt holievred to b paspeiat~1 +ith the andervorld in any way.)
20
2l The epe tiafigean ree crding o Crovlor?, might be a lawyer, 2
22

2
mé%bnr nf th~ municto2l or even of e provineial council, or a deputy, even

25
2 sgbinet minister, rising to moral control of the whole society "simply by -
27 =
highrrstioe ond predeminant will, i never by any sort of election or
mg : AR Shived SE-N
mﬁphinorv ntha ZTaffg had pone, © Fona Pefore atieining such posts, however,

—— 1._7 .- rmr - iy -

th%%\infin Jrader had eedinteily Poceo o @ rich man, ocause it would be

3“-- - - P ] = - a a rd T 4m LY a _ PR - a L
prggtlcally jrep2esipl™ to ke 1 cemiract 10or any pubiic wWOorK or 1o carry it
36 (60)
oulMwithont hi= intaryvention,
38
39 2. FheT-eall tratn
io o
ul . RN A} A f V.‘-‘ - 1 . Y
4o Tha 1neol apo T1~firs)  ~ooaht to secure as his partisans (his gang)
y .
}l-ngf\aﬂornlnr\ A et afnedonra " e Ajctrist from amnne tha 1nwar strata af
|,|qu'10 i r x hl | L R A R} L - 1 1 Y an c.’ AL T71bs KL Ulls MAL AWV TV LA RPLEA TAREE Wa

k5
soﬁfoety. Tha wppar-ctass afiogo  (CAlta Mafla”) was powerful and rich, or

7
hag!geetabnﬁ‘wd hi= reotation ne an jnsolent, feariess, cruel, and influential

mgg The lower clasces (called "DRoesa Mafia'') murdered, robbed, abducted,

2 _

3 - 36 -
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or committed arson on command of members of the "Alta Mafia.” Tacit |
I
i
|

understanding ordinarily rxlstad between these two strata, so that the "Bassa

Mafls perpetrated the most heinous of crimes "at the nod of the patron's head ;

61 i
or the wink of his eye. {61) y
i

X Alliances botween Gangs

The "Capn VMalloso invited alliances with his counterparts in other

districts.  They made commeon cause against all cnomies “only so long as thejr
(62) o ;L
joint interests were subserved by thelr unholy league,” _ o

1, No Complete or Compact Agsociation: A Pyramid of Patronage | «

Faton polnted out that doopite the occastonal discovery of an actual ;
criminal soclety in ore or »nother of the Vafi2-ridden localities, and despite tbe _
expedient relationships that might or might not exist between certain local chiefs,
the Mafia was not a compart assoriation; and insofar as Sicll\y at large was ,r
concerned there vae no oo el open oroepd=ation of Mafic(g?

',
Crav:ford {inileater? that due to the patronage system that appeared to

ke part of the Mafia nay of roing things, the local chiafs in the outlying districts

vere atvaye in communication vith those of the city, cspecially Palermo, who

had acquired broader and nore tmportant connections and influence. The country

chlefs tended to defer to or ppp=2al to the chiefs in the cities, This patronage

- 37 -
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rrowe'! nonlly to a {ev chiol potrons, generally in balermo, who were

8 - (64, 65)

1r§tinxatnljy' oo neiatad nd in turn oometimes deferred to one head,

:10

At Copotitiest thegriat oho hiog tnken the 1atior view into consideration
12

hi‘ﬁ cov o 0 T the e cons e Dty thet i doofin o alyeed grome sort of

g%isi-nnti_g:;;‘ coovdination in {hic ey, its central direction settling in

1 P
Py.germo. Thn qonree indiented, hoyvever, that such power structure would - Sp
9
fitlente tho oo nmeaie andd ;.71;"“{5["_"]‘ ctrnetara of Pir_ril;r rather than reveal any

2l (55)

2] . - : :
necitny pleny o7 oriedine] oroonjmatioo,

24 . . . ;
55 ICie coraibdn thel ineafee na oveanization of the Mafia was concerned, f

26
apyve the love! of the Toeal mangn, the D afia could b2 considered to represent "
! ?8 . 1
aggnimm, fhvist pwyomtf ol batronoes o h its hirhest point in Palermo, the ‘
céh_e:' al calitienl anfivity ot haelipnen tropgantioane,

37T -
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VII. 1800-1919: THE PALIZZOLO CASE; IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S.; i
THE PETROSINO MURDER
K

A, The I"zli 7010 Care

The case of Baren Tioffacte Palizzolo, a reputed Mafia leader of

[
e
{

Talermon, Sicily, at the turn of the century, is cited {requently as a classic

excrople of the Mafin'= capact!y for "fxing” court cases involving their elements .

*

and {aking revepge ~2alnst viteenges who ooight dare to testify against them.

Although Pallzzolo was eventusily convicted of murder in 1902, the stabblog . |
nurder in question occurred in 1893, The case had shuttled from one court of 11
- ‘ .

‘agaize* to another, revealing, 1* i3 said, a moclkery of the law as one magistrate

00y

O
after ansther binndly refused tho ros nor\"ih‘hty for final declsiogi. !

High police officials thewcelves are said to have later confessed that

' s
. .

they had been well aware of Pallzzolo's activities, and could have helped to ok )

|

convict Mim.  They awalted bl death many years later, however, to bitterly ,
forry

P |
dennunen E}Hh'-’. The tri) i o to have cart the Italian Government not less

68 ' C
than a n1llion f'ollar(@. )me vitn~asos are reported to have heen murdered,

- ‘ 69
and Tallzzolo bimself i =aid 1o have eventually gained his liberty. )

*A court of apprals in criminal cases, (M, Miushkovich, Tr. Sect., 6/10/58)
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Altheugh there Is no imwediale possibillty of wholly verifying

AN SR

t'és classic story at this time, it s~rves as a characteristic illustration of

9
tlgoMalin ropatation {or influence i high places, and for horrible
it
vdareane s, o port af the Tpgend of “"afin that has off~ticely sllenced
13
p%ﬁin?_ial wltenages fopr many years,
5
16 . L .
By7  Vaves of Emipration from Siclly
18
g Tha dacades of the 1890 ayw mouting emigration from SIC“}'

20 (190-12303-205, p- 2) \
”‘g%”’-“'—”“-“'a Ahrandd, notably Lo A esoarica. Tnthe firet decade of the present

[
(‘gﬁ*,xary, Cletlon Invtgrants coove inomeasive waves (o settle in the large o
< .

v Mawr Vnelr Mito
LW 2 LA Wrdl )

27~
t@Rountries 2hrood in 1005 involve 1 approximately 103, 000 pzreons, while in |
29 (70)
1%?‘3 the frppees reperiedly reachet 127,000,

%'; i maiopity of the Siefling jendgrants Py the United States were

34 |
p36 criminala, Mony of them earriod with them, bowever, the mores and ;
36 -
03’gtoms of pog-co-nperativy ith 1~ Ja Lhat werns to make them easy prey
3 (71)
fﬁg the small pereentage of their newmbey who were veritable Maflost.

b1 _ ,
Gp  The Tetrosino *urdor e
43 |

44 The Sicitisn-Ttalian com-nmities of New York and other major
4s

(ﬁ?ies in the Unlted States espericneed o relgn of terror that reached its

cﬁgmnx in the firat decades of the present century. 'This so-called

50
51
52 ‘
53 - 49 - |
54 C
35 i
56 k
57 ;
58 ;
59 ‘
60_ .

62 | T T R ﬁ
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“Plack Fand" period was characterized by a great wave of extortion, bombinge,

(72) |
placltmatl, and murder attributed in many cases to elements of the Mafia. In
1070 after waming virtually 2 one-man campaign against the terrorists in

New York City, Licutenant Cliuseppe Fetrosino of the New York City Police

DB~partment made a trip to T2lermo, one of his objectives being to study the Mafia

at fir=t hand.

Tetrosing was murdered on the street, at Marina Square {n Palermo,

73
on the cvening 92__1_@_@:_1_1‘_1{5:_2_1. Hin murder went unsolved, though years later

one Vito Cascio Ferro, a nctorions Mafioso of New York and Palermo, was
acenasd of having personally ambiched Petrosine, and in the Mafia trials of

1930 fn Steily received a sentonee for this ctlme among others. (74)

- 41 - |';
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Oor, 1010-1920; MAFIA ACTIVITY CONTINUED DURING THE WAR YEARS
“"AND INCREASED AFTER THE WAR o

.9A,  Mafia Activity Persisted during World War I

10
i; i2uring (he perind of the First World War, large numbers of the
1
l'gaunger Liofinel are said to have gerved in the ranks of the Italian Armed .,
15 r
16orces. 1 .
17 3
| }g Meanwhile, Mafia activities continued in Sicily, sustained in large :
i&art by the older NMaftogi, and those who had deserted {rom the Armed Forces.
22
ohater procacutions were to reveal that extortion, murder, and other crimes
24 ('75) B *

 25ttributed to the Maflosl had persisted during the War years,
2

 prr——— l

6 :
| f%ﬁ Postwar Crimes Reached a Striking Figure .
29

30 The return home of Ricilian troops after the War brought back to ;

31
32icily a mimber of the younaor Mafinst, and would-be Mafiosi, now practiced

33
3 the a~ts of war,
35

%,6{, Lurlng thelr absence, it is rald, the older Mafiosi and the deserters .

. 8 .
%l;ad esinhlished a monopely §n Mofia operations that they were unwilling to

B TS, W

40 :

Lrelinquish. Perhaps in part due to this factor, and in part to the probability
42

ﬁ?lat moany families had awnited the retnrn of their menfolk to effect vengeance

ﬁ@)r offencen guffered during the “/ar years, unsolved murders* are sald to have

b7

ygeached a ririking figure following the War,

49

50Italian 2uthoritizs have vend the high incidence of unsolved murders as an
g%index of Mafia pctivity in certain arers.

53 - - ;
54 42 ’
l'__-)s it '
56 Lf
57 '
58 |
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In one province, that of Agrigento on the southern shore of Siclly,

hindye 1 of insolved murder a are reported te have been perpetrated in the

76
yoeor 1940 r‘l(\-n’-‘(. )

Probably the etrengrst campalgn ever lrunched against the Mafia . . .

nhnxmgnr‘nr’ in 109"\‘ [
RSl [ 1 A addairy, LR |

a mendnte from the then Premier Benito Mussolini to wipe out the Mafla, Aften -

(18)
a [irethand stady of the sitoation, he began a vast campaign.

tlori {s rald to have chorson his assistants from the Reale Carabiniert

o
(known In English ag the Noyzl Military Police), most of those chosen being i
Sleflinns themaelvaes,  After months of selection and briefing, Mori 18 said to i

)

have eant many of his men in dispuise to knovn Mofia centers to col.lect evidence,
Fwentually, he dispatched eiretars purporting to have come from Mafla
"hendymartars” in Palermo, instracting 1ocal chiefs to meet at certain designated
places eon 2 particular day. Urged on by the disguised Carabinieri, they
assembled, and were taken into custody. One estimate places the number of

79) _
local chiefs apprehended in this vay at SS'J. (NYT 5/2/29 p. 2)




