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UNITED STATES R.AI_\RSl:!ALS SERVICE
—NOBTHRRN __ oistrict of___YLLINOIS
EVIDENCE CONTROL
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- FBI, Chicago

CASE NO. CASE TITLE & TYPE ViOLATION ADOLPH LEHIN; UNSUB; BURGLARY OF $z+’ 065
ITSP &
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87-41572-151 _VALUR: $2U065
ITEM NO. ary. DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES

{Include model, serial no., identifying marks, condition. value, etc.)

1l Tiffany and Company Pocket watch,
Platinum; on back soript letter L encrusted
in diam~nds, front and back als~ circled in diamnnds.

sumarrmep sy: - sa (Y %],/
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INFO SHEET # 843 . 3/28/74

UNSUB; Burglary of $24,065 in Jewelry

from L. LIBERACE, 2/14-15/74, Hilton Hotel
Dallas, Texas

ITSP

Between 7:00 PM, 2/14, and 12:45 AM, 2/15/74,
$24,065 worth of jewelry belonging to LEE LIBERACE, well-
known entertainer, stolen from his suite at the Statler-
Hilton Hotel, Dallas, Texas. Jewelry was contained in an
aluminum suitcase with combination lock: No signs of
forcible entryinto the suite or suitcase,

Kk 1ist of the stolen jewelry, which included an
elaborate men's pocket watch, a diamond bracelet and
several pairs of cufflinks, is contained in the file,

Appropriate contacts and dissemination to law
enforcement agencies should be made concerning the above.

1 - ASAC

1 - Each Criminal Supervisor
1 - Each SR, :

1l - Night Supervisor

1 - Each Agent C-2

1 - IAM File

1 '~ 87-41572 b70
A - _ <

J7- 7572
SEARCHED ____INTEXZD
SZRIALIZED f‘r_w»

< — CriCACD

9
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e P ' cnieago, Illinois -
o : , Apru 18, 1974

nterotete 't'ueportetion or Stolen k‘opem (xrsp) etatute,

'-5:e'.b.gh Avenue,jgrghh

Ve oA co-pm. san-“'gntonio,.

Tltle 18, U.8, Code, Section 2315,

EAER mnt m trreeted in the evonng of mu 17, 1974,
on 8 U;S. Ia:iltrete'a co-pleint nt hle plecexed‘husinesl. -
Universel Gen und Jevelry Company, Inc,, Suite 604, 5 North i
pllinoin. At that ti-e . eearch war-

rent for th ?premises et that eddress wes executed.

. As a result of the execution of the search warrant,
a quantity of stolen Jewelry was discovered. One of the pieces
recovered was a platinum Tiffany pocket watch, encrusted with
diamonds, identifiable 'n;n the pocket watch stolen §n the
: 324,000 Jeuelry burglary of entertainer LEE LIBERACE on
?ebruery 14, 1974, in Dallas. Texas, Nuneroue other ringe were

: recovered 1dentifieb1e with the $65, 000 burgla.ry of a na.nnond

‘h”fa Je‘elry ealeanen': motel room 1n IR
- mxu.’rcn_ oa !‘ebrulry‘ 17, 19"‘- R 8 i

0-2 Supervisor (81-40593) ‘. SEARCHT gy VR 3P
é - 87-41578 . L eRinLiZe N ,a!
CaR e o T aEeY | gpRIGIA
: : g::::‘:ogs-asizllﬁ (14) « . .l 'F.B‘l-CHICA'GfO%
. EEe-aF - S _ b G ) .\~

P =

bl Y e i g



AT is moheduled %o sppesr this date for a boad
hearing before U,5. Magistrate QLGA JURCO.




o e

ADMINISTRATIVE

- ADOLPH LEWIN
TTP
ITSP
00: Chicago
Chicago File 87-40596

LEWIN is described as follows: -

Race White

Sex Male -

Date of Birth March 14, 1916

Place of Birth Wausaw, Poland

Height 510"

Weight ‘ 150 pounds -

Eyes Brown

Hair Brown

Address 2501 Pebbleford Road
Glenview, Iilinois

Owner of Universal Gen and Jewelry

5 North Wabash

Chicago, Illinois (l(}
Social Security Number . t)
Home telephone number

LEWIN was arrested by SA D

A3



4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

————— Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

O Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

———  Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

i Pagg(s) withheld for the folloging reason(s):

~Z0

(]  For your information:

d Thy, following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXXXXX
X DELETED PAGES) §
& NO DUPLICATION FEE 3
XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

QL/FBI/DOJ



=

2 L .

et " SO ’ 3 {0y e

Wk S e : e et e
.r,}:?’ Ay - - : . DA

&, wwhustollnmmaepnnm
wmmw;lmeunre&
= Tuary,” said atidrney Pete? §.

) Vairg, head of the Jiltice
'-‘.kumcfumwuﬂ*pument Chicago: p&m
" Chicago-FBL office, described” Farce.
: Wm“""’“ VAIRA mnammuum
yizédwiretapwazund!xprllgz«.

0 Q 3 M >»mQ0 -3 {
A WOgg.s FEZEE | | | |} | & '
S e o = & 3
SEREE N Qo £ ;
, 3 54 @ X o ge . b
\ |:2¢ °¢ o HH 3 1
: 28 SO o9 a g :
~= £ 5 C] Qa <5 g
== (& Mo oo g4 :
. Oy |5 o - o .
‘ \ 12 = g & - 2o
~ - 3 .
N 5 Z 4= : |
1& 3 o Z [
VAR 5 g f
9 0



0'5,"""‘1'-; Page 1

b?&nito assist in the ar. .
! rest of Lewin, of 2501 Peddle.
food Bd., Gleaview, on charges

Liberace reported personal
Jewelry valued at about $75,000
wag stolen Feb. 14 from his ho-
tel room in a -burglary while ;
appearing in a concert.

“There was at least $90,000
in jewelry taken in Dallas ho-
tel burglaries in February and
some of it has been recovered |
with the arrest of Lewin,”
Vaira said.

Lewin, now on probation for
filing a false income tax re-
port, was released on a $15,000

is?mmumw umd'mfghy
| after an appearance ore
- U.S. Magistrate Olga Jurco.

Vaira and Held said Liber-
ace’s watch was found in Lew-
in’s pocket when he was ar.
rested, ‘

(Indicate page, name of
newapapet, city and state,)

—CHICAGO DAILY NEWS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Date:

Edition: RED STREAK

Author:

caor: D, FELDMEIR

Title:

Character:
ot
Classtiication:

Submitting Ottice: CHICAGO

[:l Deing Investigated

29
7 {52!
¥ P 7ANET A




{Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

leerace s \
stolen watch

found here

A $5,000 dnamond-studded
watch stolen from entertainer
Liberace has been recovered
from the pocket of a Loop jev;r
eler, described as a suspecteq
fence for the underworld. u

. The platinum watch was
found late Wednesday  in the
focket of jeweler Adolph Lel
win, 58, at his Universal Gem
and Jewelry Co., 5 N. Wabash.

Richard G. Held, head of the
Chicago FBI office, said Lewin
is a suspected fence. Lewin, of
2501 Peddieford Ré., Glenview,
was charged in a warrant with
interstate transportation . 0
stylen property. T ﬂ

Stolen jewelry = valued 'aj'
€5),000 was found in Lewm’J
store, Held said. = - =r 1%

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

33 CHICAGO DAILY NE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

-

Date: L;/19/714
Edition: . BLUE STR.EAK

Author:

Editor: D . FELDMEIR

Title:

CRIME RECORDS
Character; 91.}-1199

GOSY. SENT TO BUREAU

Submitting Offten; CHICAGO

] ' I Hrlig Inveatlguted

(557— 4 57 A
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(Mount Ciizniag in Sprce ©

e'ow

- Recover

A $5,000 diamond wristw atch
stolen from entertainer Liber-
ace last Feb. 14 in Dallas was.
recovered here by FBI agents
with the arrest of a Loop jew-

+

?Ihe platinum watch wars
atoong 500 pieces of jewelry,
. vilued at more than $30,0%,
recovered late Wednesddy
wnen Adolph Lewin, 38, was
&rrested by agens in his Ulli-
versal Gem and Jewelry Co.,: 5
N. Wabash.

‘Richard G. Held, head of u’e
Chicago FBI office, described
Lewin as a suspected dealer i in
stolen jewelry.

“Among the jewelry reo)v.
ered were rings, pendants and
wiches stolen il two separzte
Dallas hotel burglaries in Féb-
ruary,” said attorney Peter S.
\aira, head of the Jutice De-
pariment Chicago Strike
Force.

VAIRA SAID 2 court-awihoi:
ized wiretap was used April 2
tr¢ the ki3l 1o assist i e di-
reet of Lewin, of 2301 Peddie-
ford Rd.. Glenview. on clharges
of intersiate transportation of
? stolen property.

Liberace reported personal
jewelry valued at about §75,000
was stolen Feb. 14 from his ho-

appearing in 4 concert,
“There was at least $80,00€,
in jewelry taken in Dallas ho;
tel burglaries in February an
seme of it has been recovered
with the arrest of Lewin,”
Vaira said. .

Lewin, now on probatlon for
filing a false’ income tax re-
port, was released on a $15,0
recognizance bond Thursday

U1.S. Magistrate Olga Jurco.
Vaira and Held said Libetl

ace’s watch was found in Lew
in's pocket when he was a

p—

tel room in a burglary whik‘a ’

lel}mce wamff*f )

L e

B L e

R T T e ST T R.’;‘“WQ

T oy

LA s S

A _ : i
Front and back of Liberace’s watch recovered by the FB3'L

after an appearance before

’(Ynd!rote pajge, name n!
[ newspaper, city ond srate,)

L cyrcago oatt

CHICACO

PRI R W

NEWS
ILLINQTS

d -1
u/18/7u
RED STRIAK

D. FULOVETS

BTN

CR IME RLCORDS

Chcrurt‘*r 9L'r~]_]_99

..LOPY SERT TO BUREAU

satticration:
CHICAGO

—
L_] Hetng Invertiqgaind

f Submitrl ing Cifice:

IR A7 2

E:-, nAED Y oeald
S lmELw_iZ&

/&

o

TN,

Al

'. EN ('
t ra:—cmc.-




S8 Loop jewelry shop, Wednesday night. k

B :ience for them to arrest Lewin, they said.

x ®

{Mount Cllnoln in Space Belo

“Time tells on Jewe

‘By Richard Phillips .

THIN, sharp-featured Adolph Lewin
doesn’t look a bit like Liberace. Yet he
was wearing Liberace’s $5,000 pocket
vatch, said federal agents who went to his

Since the watch had been stolen fron
*he entertainer’s Dallas hotel room Fet.,
14, it alone would have been enough evi-

! However, the agents were carrying a
search warrant, and inside the vault of
! Lewin’s Universal Gem & Jewelry Shop, §
M N. Wabash Av., they ‘found 500 other sto-
¥ ‘len jewelry items worth an additional §25,-
000, they reported.
i Lewin, 58, who was described by agents_—
as a fence for big-time burglary rings,
was charged with violating federal laws
against interstate transport of stolyn

’oods i

'PETER \AIRA chief of the Umted
States Justice Department’s organized
crime strike force here, said the Federal
Bureau of investigation used a court-ap-
proved wire tap to obtain the mformatu{n
needed to get a search warrant.

Key evidence came from a phone con-
versation hetween Lewin and another man
identified as “Herby” in which purchase
of the stolen Liberace watch was - dis-
cussed, he said. . t

Tho authorities believe most of the stos
%en jewelry was intended for resale, Lewia
' apparently admired the platinum, db
amond encrusted watch so much he de-
dided to keep it, they said.

Tho Lewin’s operations have been under
surveillance by Chicago police, most of
the loot found in his shop was stolen from
Texas, Vaira said.

» Lewin, of 2501 Pebbleford Rd., Gle
Vlew was released yesterday on a $15, 0(?3
‘personal recognizance bond after an a
pearance before U S. Magistrate olg{
Jurco. . - . SR S

ler

(Indtcate page, nam#s of
newspaper, city and state,)
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{Maunt Cli

LemraCe'i gems

The FB! announced here Thursday it hes
-recovered entertainer Liberace’s $5,500 stolen
dinmond-encrusted watch and 500 other
pieces of jewelry taken in thefts across t!ys :
sation. -

FBI agents arrested Adolph Lewm 58, own-.
er and operator of the Universal Gem & Jew-
elrv Co., in Suite 604 at 5 N. Wabash, on a
ch'uge of illicit transportation of stolen prop-
erty.

.The expensive watch was descnbed by FBI
azents as platinum with Réman numerals stt
ir; diamonds and the Initial L in diamonds an
the back. It was stolen from Liberace's suije

'? the Statler-Hilton Hotel in Dallas on Feb. i),
he ofiier stolen jiems were mostly nng‘s

cafflinks and pendants.

The arrest of Lewin came after FB) agenE
tipped three phones used by Lewin in his
business. The agents had obtained court wirk:
" tap permission April 2.

& In ore intercepted conversation, Lewin and
e 2 man identified as a cusiomer were discusSing
the price of a platinum watch which a third
nmale voice in the background said was stolen
from Liberace, agents said.

“Lewin, on probation for a 1972 income mx
violation, was arraigned before U.S. Mogis-
0';\1 Jurco Thursday and rele'\sed tm

H;)erace’s $5.500 diamond-encrusted watch

Ing in Space Below)

found;

® -

Chicagom arre

sted

-

{Indicute page, name of
newaspaper, city and sigle.)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 (j

MAY 198 ROITION
SBA FPMR (0 CPR) Wi-118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT =~
Memorandum

TO : C=2 Supv DATE: Apr 20, 1974

o S

SUBJECT: Recovery of stolen jewelry including watch belonging
to Liberace.

Y

bﬂ

phone contadted office by tele-
phone this date to inquire concerning recovered merchandise.
i her h er couple

phone ad been stayinf at the
allas just prior to the visit by Liberace, and that the suite
l they were sharing was robbed on the evening of January 19th,
1974, Caller was wondering whether any of the recovered loot
may have been from the robbery of their rooms.

List of jewelry taken was long, but included gold bracelets,
earrings and chains, and some opals and p¥¥u¥ pearls. According
to caller the Dallas PD is in possession of entire list and
drawings and descriptions., Total theft from both couples
was judged to amount to approximately $6,500,00.

Caller was advised that information would be brought to
attention of appropriate people but that no info could be given
at this time.

Both couples were at Sheraton for Osteopathic Surgeons
convention and were sharing suite of rooms on top floor of
&M Sheraton&Dallas.

Q/{7>'/7

§7-

5010-108-02
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Feem AL O 53 {Tieviced Sepz, 1970) Search \van,ant ».5—
*
ATHitoN Stator Ttes. . E
untied Dlates District Coupt
Fox TIE : '
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS ] g
P
=

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA s Magistrate’s Docket No.

Case No."(‘ GHA /
VS. .

Uaiversal Gem and Jewlery Company Offices kaown and

tumbered as Suite 604, located on the sixth floor |
of the multi-storied brick office building situated SEARCH WARRANT
on the Northeast corner of Wabash Avenue and Madison
Street and known and numberad as 5 N. Wabash,
Chicago, ‘Illinois J

To Any Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Affidavit having been made before me by Robert Keane, Special Agent F.B.I.

thot he f has reason to believe } that { P : }

| xS ettt on the premises known ag

Universal Gem and Jewlery Company 0ffices known and numbered as Suite 604,
locared on the sixth floor of the multi-storied brick oiffice building
situated on the Northeast corner of Wabash Avenue and Madison Street

and kpown and numbered as 5 N. Wabash, Chicago, I1linois.

in the NORTHERN District of ILI;INOIS

there is now being concealed certain property, namely (see attached description) and

here describe p roperty

other jewlary stolen from Dallas, Texas, including 1000 » 14 karat gold
Princess rings, bearing manufacturing initials BMH.

which ars being possessed with knowledge that are stolen and which has a value
ere cive alleved zrounds for search and seizure °

h
in excess of $5,000 in violation of Title 18, United Sta:es,Code, Section 2315;

and which constitute evidence of a criminal offense in violation of the laws

by the United States under the authority of Title 18, United Stateg Code,
Section 3103A. .

and as I am satisfied that there is probable cause to believe that the property éo described i3 BEinZ
tonz2aled on the J; ¥ R ;

premises - above describag and that the foregoing groun
SNCC 07 the Lenreh warrant exist.

’ (LA N Ffeerel sy L'OL'II)"I/‘?(‘!P([ to Search f°~ﬂl“lul the ‘ v '
i m 4
! { 1 } named for the propei t) Sp

SerVinge thi, warrant ang nmaking the search ,f in the davtime i 1
S €2 it o L koo Mt arxogns izt ¢ and if the property be
sae 2 e inventaye o} l)lw ::o;e;?{’.-" o'r “;ls ":?“.m” and x receipt for the broperty taken, and prepare
Vo Within tan ooe o G0 e osarzed and retypn g : i Y : .
within t2n das of this wate, a3 requived by law " s warrant and bring the propery before me
Daterd this 17¢h day =7 APRIL 19 74
, 10

o tisnated
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One platinum pocket watch with roman numerals laid out

. with diamonds of a total weight of 85 points. oOp the back

of the watch was the script‘letter “L" laid out in diamonds,

approximate weight 1.25 ct.

APR 17 974
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
S8

COUNTY OF COOXK )

AFFIDAVIT

‘ROBERT A. KEANE, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, being duly sworn, states:

1. On April 2, 1974, a court order Qas entered
authorizing the interception of wire communications on telephone
numbers (312) 368-1647, (312) 368-1648 and»(312) 368-1649,
located at Suite 604, Sixth F;oor, 5 North ngash, Chicago,
Iliinois.

2. On April 17, 1974, a conversation was intercepted
from telephone number (312) 368-1647, wherein Adolph Lewin

was called by Herbie Levin. During this conversation Levin

‘asked if Lewin came down in price, to which Lewin replied

that the low price was "fifteen". Levin asked "what siza"
and Lewin replied a regular pocket watch, platinum. Levin
asked if it was 18 or 12 size. Lewin then asked do ybu want
it in inches. A silence was then heard. An unidentified
male in the background then asked Lewin if the man on the
phone was a customer and Lewin replied affirmatively. The
unidggtifigd male asked if that was the Liberace watéh-and
Lewin'replied affirmatively. Lewin then described'theiwatch
to Herbie as he—;pparently was measuring it, as a platinum
pocket watch 1 5/8 inches in diameter on which were numarous

diamonds totalling 5.25 karats.



APR 17 1974

B 3. On March 5, 1974, the Dallas Texas office of

the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised me that batween
7:00 P.M. February 14, 1974 and 12:45 A.M. February 15, 1974,
jewelry totalling $24,065 belonging to Lee Liberace was stolgn
from Liberace's Statler-Hiltog Hotel suite in Dallas, Texas.
Included in this theft was one platinum'pocket watch valued

at $5,500, with roman numerals laid out with diamonds of a
total weight of 85 points. On the back of the watch wvas

the script letter "L"lléid out in diamonds, approximate wesight
1.25 ét.

4. Special Agent James Dewhurst advised me that

a confidential informant stated on March 20, 1974 that he
(confidential informant) had been to Lewin's place cf business
on various occasions and observed Lewin discuss over the telephone
the buying and selling of stolen jewelry. The confidential
informant further stated that on March 19, 1974, he had sean
1,000-1,500 14k gold "Princess" rings bearing the manufacturer’s
initials BMH, which Léwin had indicated were part oﬁ a "lozad"
he had just received. The confidential informant told Agent
Dewhurst who told me, that Adolph Lewin is known as a jewelry
fence who opefates from Suite 604, 5 N. Wabagh Avenue, Chicago,

Illinois.
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TaN o

APR 17V W/¢

ROBERT A. KEANE
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subscribed and sworn to before me

this day of ,1974.

R 200
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IN CAHADA DURING PERIOD HAY 21 THRU MAY 25, 1974, AMD I3 KO £
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T Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT :
{Type in plaintext or code) '
{
Via i
i

TO: ~ SAC, LAS VEGAS'::;;;
FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (87-41572)

ADOLPH LEWIN; UNSUB, BURGLARY OF $24,065 IN JEWELERY
FROM L, LIBERACE, 2/14-15/74, STATLER-EILTON HOTEL,

DALLAS, TEXAS, 00: DALLAS,

RE LOS ANGELES NITEL TO CHICAGO DATED 5/30/74.

FOR INFORMATION LAS VEGAS, ON APRIL 17, 1974, CHICAGO
AGENTS ARRESTED ADOLPH LEWIN, DBA UNIVERSAL GEM AND
JEWEL#RY CO, INC., 5 NORTH WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
IN POSSESSION OF LOOT FROM TWO DALLAS BURGLARIES AND TWO
CHICAGO AREA BURGLARIES,

AMONG THE LOOT WAS A PLATINUM TIFFANY POCKET WATCH
WHICH WAS TAKEN IN THE CAPTIONED BURGLARY,

AUSA DESIRES CURRENT MARKET VALUE FOR THIS WATCH.,

LOS ANGELES OFFICE ADVISES LEE LIBERACE CLAIMS HE PURCHASED
INSTANT WATCH IN LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, UNKNOWN DATE, FROM
UNKNOWN OWNER OF LAS VEGAS JEWELRY STORE, WATCH WAS ON
DISPLAY IN WINDOW AND AT FIRST NOT FOR SALE, WATCH THEN

T A e i 9- ¢/5 g/ ,l/'j %

. ev
j'n--“‘_i:, -

- 37-40 596

— .bj .
; 1 (2 . : . “ SEARCHED
}fﬂ ’\ SERIALIZED____L17%
INDEXED
Wl’%_‘ﬂ_
Approved: ‘ Sent L/ ,é M Per '

pécigl Agent in Charge U.S.Governmant Printing Office: 1972 ~ 455.574

5%




\

1 v ‘

Trans

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . O . ’)

FBI

Date:

mit the following in

ﬁype in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
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~nn

CG 87-41572
PAGE TWO

PUT ON DIAMOND INSCRIED "L
AND ADDED FABREGE CHAIN, LIBERACE ADVISED- WOULD
HAVE INFORMATION ONCLUDING DATE AND PURCHASE AMOUNT OF

WATCH PLUS ADDITIONAL costs of praxoxp, NN

REQUESTED TO CONTACT
NOTED AT TIME OF THEFT A FAB AND CHAIN WERE ATTACHED TO
INSTANT WATCH BUT THESE ITEMS NOT RECOVERED AND
CONSEQUENTLY ONLY VALUE OF WATCH ITSELF D, IRED,

SUTEL AND FOLLOW WITH FD—302% .

—n . —— v — o

e
baD

Apptoved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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