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INFORMATION CONCERNING -

� On 10/2/65, LBNNIE BRUCE, the nightclub and stage
performer widely known for his obscenity, who gave his current
residence address as 53% Broadway, San Francisco, California,
appeared at the San Francisco Field Office headquarters.

BRUCE, who advised that he is scheduled to begin
confinement, l0/13/65, in New York State as a result of a
conviction for a lewd show, alleged that there is a conspiracy
between the courts of the states of New York and California to
violate his rights. Allegedly this violation of his rights
takes place by these lower courts failing to abide by decisions
of the U.S. Supreme Court with regard to obscenity. .

BRUCE admitted that he has failed to exhaust his
rights of appeal from the courts of either state, explaining
that he has dismissed his attorney and is now a pauper. Further
he admitted that the Legal Aid Society locally refused to
furnish him assistance and that several attorneys, whom he did
not name, had refused to give any support to his contention that
such a conspiracy as he described did, in effect, exist.

BRUCE advised that he had made no other attempt to
make a similar complaint at any other FBI field office.

The foregoing is furnished for the information of
the Bureau and New York. &#39;
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Comic Lenny Bruce, cents?
i of_a long series of legal bat-
ities over  allegedly ob-
! 5.211626 night club act, yester-
 day celebrated his 4-3th birth-
 day by getting himself ce-
% dared a pauper and asking
§ he Federal court �acre to

01,- ep him out oijail in
rk.

E his selfccrnposed s
-gh also asked the U.S. D. -
&#39;trict Court to protect his
 from �harassn~.e.1t" by polic e
in New York, Chic:go, Las

:Ange1es and San Frendsez-.
�He claimed that because cf

�persecutions and presea-
1 tions in these cities he can 2::

�longer get baa!-rings ior hi;
act.

it In addition, he wants th-.=
 court to determine how much

_ L1 L
- . - 71--

J

.-&#39;- HE WAS T0 HAVE surren-

dered imaoli-to-New York
authorities yesterday to be-
gin a four month jail term
there. &#39; &#39;

Instead, he �led suit I�..".;&#39;e.
He told Judge-G-s:-:28 3- 5331"
ris he was too &#39;:;:..�.<e to "pay
the $15 �ling fee. The Judge

the eyes of this-oourtyand ac-
dedared Brae h Pauper in  nowapapor, city and Itch.!

seated wsié�ns >*�*§¥f>1*Li_s2:.i 1
. . . _ 4!>� ._,. -_ _ 1 _ i ___-,_&#39;_,_,s;_:

.._2,_ _ __ ->~"_,»_, ._ /

-_.�.. - &#39; < _ - -__.>."
I ,- - ., � ._,_��_ :3 -,
-_ 5. ,.-.�_1._c -__-_.¢ __,..v.. _; _ �.,.____&#39; _

¢ . _,. � 1 -. 1. &#39;

n

. r
 Indicate paqo, name 0!

.&#39;�&#39;."L&#39;.l&#39; � ""&#39;f.&#39; _&#39;3 . &#39; ""3; "&#39; " .?__"".""Z� "&#39;1 � " �"-&#39; � � �. " " � 1 "I &#39; "" 1- 4__ .13 1.». ;_&#39;I_.&#39;.."�_L_&#39;i�1.:.
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of I.nvestigatior.,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

, .

BcoKS

V

JWMMM M I 0 l H WI�? U u �MM; IW�"W�MI�:=,bw. 12.1
4&#39; - &#39; O &#39; Q Mr.DeIpach
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~_ _ &#39; .. f
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Mr. Mohr
Mr

. Mr r

. Mr. Callahan

Mr. Conrml
Mr. Felt

Ha. Sulli .

"Mn �hone
Tele. Room

�llliss Holme
Miss dy

I suppose your scrap,.probab1y occupy almost as much
�space as the finger-print section of you bureau; but
since your name was used in the attached correspmdence,

� I felt I should send you a copy.
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Mr. Gale V
Mr. Rose  41
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, {&#39;9 � l�ruse was many things to many peop . Following his
&#39;_tQ¢Ql92l eat , there was a spate of editorializing about his lite and

-_ » 33°53?�

i.
F� .
1&#39; ?&#39;_

~:-,
,.

1"
..�..

�_ _O-~;.~.~~- � 1
r�.

-A a l

-. ;.---».>-icaroar, some �of which -wnust .ho&#39;l&#39;giving �Lonny <somo&#39;1~&#39;grovon
tfichucklos.  &#39;  - a .  e

V  o ody captured the Lenny Brute l knew quite as well as
Stan ohen did, the editor at the West Side News and Morning-
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He had been found guilty of ob-
scenity that morning and now, late

in the afternoon, in the Hotel

llarlton in Greenwich Village,
&#39;Ixnny Bruce was talking about it
to a reporter from the old World-
Telegram and Sun.

Now let me tell you, �rst hand,

that newspaper reporters are
trained to seek out facts, and so

they almost never catch the sense

of the event they are covering;

therefore they conclude interviews

by asking questions like, �How do
you think all this will end for you,

Lenny?" �
�What, the trial,� he asked, "the

appeal?�
~ �No, the whole thing, all&#39; the
trials, the arrests, do you think
they&#39;ll stop?�_

Lenny was leaning against the
"wall, his hands jammed into the

pockets of his denims, the tails of

his green-striped dress shirt hang-
ing loose. His eyes, puffed with the

pro�t of lost sleep, were �xed on

the debris of legal documents,

tapes, trial transcripts, precedent
cases, which covered his bed and

spilled over onto the �oor of the
.amall room. Then he smiled and

. looked up and he told it in the only
-way he knew, his private route to

Okay � he said heres how it

ends One day l m going to get an
order to appear Ill court. Qj92_,_Qj_t,_

= truth, he told a&#39; story: -
� "� I ~ D � .

sl r, and this column is reprinted with his permission.-�Ed.

dose of drugs, and a friend of his
said it was an overdose of cops, but
probably it was an overdose of re-
spect for the law. � - _

You see, the trouble with Lenny
Bruce was that he really believed
he would get his party. Somehow,
he never learned that freedom of

speech in America meant the right
to speak everything but the truth.»
He never quite understood that he
was living in a place whose stand-
ards of morality were set by Frank
Hogan and Cardinal Spellman and
J. Edgar Hoover. How could you

| tell him that this was their Amer-
ica, and in their America justice
means the preservation of power
and religion means you don&#39;t pay
ta sea. _

But you couldn&#39;t really tell that
to Lenny, because despite the bru-
tality of his satire, despite the
language and the insight and the
wit, Lenny Bruce lived with a
child&#39;s innocence and a naivete
which allowed him to believe that

he would �nd justice in Judge
lfurtagh&#39;s court. It was a pretty
trial, the kind of a trial in which

15 eyewitnesses testi�ed that

Bruce did not make an obscene

gesture during his act but the " _&#39;_
»&#39;_t092lI�t found that he _did on tbe,lone3§;§;,1

"That&#39;s how the trial went, and if &#39;
you were there you knew that the
Christians stood a better chance in

the Colosseum.- Still, Lenny__, ~
thought he would be acquitted be-
cause according to the interpreta-
tions of the Supreme Court he was

clearly not guilty of obscenity.
�And that was the Law. - _

"The law is a_beautiful thing."
he told me once. �The people who
attack the law don&#39;t really under-
stood it. You know what it&#39;s like?�

he said. f�lt&#39;s like the Supreme
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Court, that&#39;s the daddy and it runs  if
the store because it knows how. All
the state courts and the civil

courts, they&#39;re the clerks, and the

daddy says, �Now you just sweep
the �oor and unpack the stock and
that&#39;s it. I don&#39;t want you to place
any orders or change the displays,
and keep your hands out-of the
register.� But the minute he turns

his hack all the clerks think they
know how to run it better, and they
start changing everything and or-
dering the wrong things and it&#39;s a
mess. The Supreme Court�s the big
daddy, it knows what is. but the
little guys keep .trying to run the
store.�

America is like a giant super-
market whose many departments
are independently operated. They
are run by such as Johnson and

Hoover and Hogan and Spellman.
We have become a nation of

clerks, .&#39;;:i -_ s .1? 3*�: ;._; 1 �E...
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