FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: LENNIE BRUCE
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. TO i DIRECTOR, FBI = - S ... - DATB : - 10/4/65—
FROM ! eyeg—sAc, SAN\{ffNCISCO (62-0) )

SUBJECT: LENNIE BRUCE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

On 10/2/65, LENNIE BRUCE, the nightclub and stage
_ performer widely known for his obscenity, who gave his current
residence address as 534 Broadway, San Francisco, California,
appeared at the San Francisco Field Office headquarters.

BRUCE, who advised that he is scheduled to begin
confinement, 10/13/65, in New York State as a result of a
conviction for a lewd show, alleged that there is a conspiracy
between the courts of the states of New York and California to
violate his rights. Allegedly this violation of his rights
takes place by these lower courts failing to abide by decisions
of the U.S. Supreme Court with regard to obscenity.

BRUCE admitted that he has failed to exhaust his
rights of appeal from the courts of either state, explaining
that he has dismissed his attorney and is now a pauper. Further,
he admitted that the Legal Aid Society locally refused to
furnish him assistance and that several attorneys, whom he did
not name, had refused to give any support to his contention that
such a conspiracy as he described did, in effect, exist.

BRUCE advised that he had made no other attempt to
make a similar complaint at any other FBI field office.

The foregoing is furnished for the information of

thg Bureau and New York. q

Ck/{ Bureau
“1 - New York

1 - San Francisco
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“oL T peurlet to Bureau dated 10-4-65 captionod, -
R “lonnio Bruco, Information Cbncorninc. . o
;7_5 T By rotnrn airtel submit appropriate lottorhead ) [
: -‘norandul suitable for dissemination. N .*nﬁg}gl
- ‘ You shiculd imasure that 1nvestigat1ve and supe?visory .

- personnel of your office are familiar with and comply with
instructions pertaining to the proper roporting 1n civil 3

rights matters. | N T

NOTE: Victim alleges a conspiracy between the Courts of the . _ ..
States of New York and California to violate his rights., ~~ _:=
This communication for purpose of San Prancisco to submit
appropriato letterhead -enorandu-.-;;t e :
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: 4,uxmn“f_ ARNE
' SEe Re 'San Pranclsco 1etter to the Bureau, 10/“ﬂ59- :'
‘ ‘captioned "LENNIE BRUCE, INFORMATION CONCERNING, " and Bureau
: alrtela,10/5/55s _above captlon- R .
2 1 - esBnclosed herewith are four copies of an LHM settlng

forth the results of an -interview with Victim on 10/2/65. Two .
coples of the LHM are enclosed to New York for information.
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make é slmllar comp1a1nt at any other FBI field offlce..;;gi,

2 - New-York -(¥ncls. 2)(INPO)(AMX',_
1- Sn_Francisco L :
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BRUCE adv1sed that he has made no other attempt to"
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"‘"7-' ". One copy the LHM has been furnished the USA} )
San Franc;sc an further 1nvest1gat10n 18 belng conducted. .
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- s‘f furnish him .assistance:and; that several attorneys,
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“ LENNIE - BRUCB 4
i CIVIL RIGHTS

N

&hsten Qct er. 2y ~-1965 LERNIE BRUCE,:,Athe,n;ghtc b d‘#
sta}e pérfornqrnazdel .known for ‘His obscenity; who--gave: héf'
“current resi address-as $384: Broadway: §treet, San Franciscdy
Callfgrnla{ appeared~a£'tha San,Pranczsco E;eld Offlce Headquarters*
: % ’ : g

Q ALt

e G . ‘advised that ’be is’ scheduled, to -beg:.n a9
nfmemenf, October 13, 1965, in New York State a& a result of :
ca: conv1ct10n for a-lewd show, alleged that there is a consp1racy
hetueen the: onrt& of. the ‘states of New York and California to 7 "
violate:his rxghts. »Allegedly' this - wiolation of hls,rxghta »takes
p‘lace BY these lower-courts failing to -abide’ by dec1s1ona of
S Supreme- Court w 1th, regard to obscenlty.‘ Sl 3
Y ,".*"‘“, ‘-N“ﬁ —;«-.— o e etV v
: "_3 BRUCE adm.tted that he" has ﬁ:.Ied to exhaust “hig%h
.rzg‘bts of’ appeal’“fron the-&ourts: of e:l.ther states. expla:.m.ng :
L ..*Xhat he-has. dismissed NHis:-attorney and is now a pauper..’ Further,-
iihe “admitted that ‘the -LegaY Aid Society locally refused to - - . '
whom he: d:.d
Aot nane,,had refused to give any support to. his. contentlon that-
= such: LS oonsplracy Aas’ he described dxd,.':.n effect xexmt. .

SEee ,,.,, o Fy

chment contams ne:.t'her recommendatlons nor conclus:.ons

tﬁ?tﬁa?mpertx;of she. IBI, &dnd:is loaned to. you
) ( - d:.atr_lbute outsxde
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965 the follow1ng.artic1e appeared :
ranclsco.Examiner' newspaper;captxoned

- " - cente—-pf'a.long serles
of’lega;i‘ wver. His ‘a¥leged obsenc
night club-: act, yesterday celebrated his
- 40th- birthday by getting himself: declared

a4 paupef and asking._: ‘he Federal: -court her
"to keep hxm out. of: ]T'I in. New York. ;‘gg-

. ~) -
Aa.'-‘

4'In hxs self-composed su;t,fhe also asked
the .U.S.. Digtrict Colurt’ to protect ‘him- ..
“fpom-Tharassment®' by police in New Yorkj .
* Chicago, Lbs Angeles and San Francisco..:
) H*He claimed -that because of persecutlons !
,f;f” ‘and’. prosecuiions’. in these cities he can no-
>longer get bookzngs.for hls act.n ' =

LR

‘~"In addltlon, he wants the court to- deter-
. mine how much:moriey he '’ _as lost since is.
}.1963 .obscenity. conviction in.New York City

f'o»order te pollce department there s

ff'In his f1nanc1a1 statement, Bruce said
“-that _since his first arrest: for obscenity
.in San .Francisco in.1961, his gross earn--
“ings. have ‘plummeted :from $108 000 a year = *
't0.810,963 in the first six. months ‘of this™
.oyear.: Heé said: his: 11ab111t1es exceed his
_ssets by SEN BN, Ny

'"Bruce,.“ _ S wit
Beach:: hoteI, was’ acqultted of .the : flrst('
in 19 2 by a. San« _

;stdoeumedt:conta;ns nelither. Tec
118 . the: proper;y-af the - FBI
d ‘its conteqts'arz,nothtc

)
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Comic Lenny Bruce, ce nte
1 of .a long serics of egel bat-

o3 ‘.les over hic allegdhj ab-

I s:nee night ciud a«.t. yastor-

day celebrated his 45th bir:h-
! day by getting himself ce-
‘ elared a pauper aad askiwg
i he Federal court acre 10
_ kgep him out 0133.‘ in N !
L Yprk.. !
his se.f\c*xpoaeu suf, .
< he also asked :ie U.S. DR-|
itrict Court to protact hiaj
+from “harassmeat” vy police
:in New York, Chaicczo, I«s
1Angeles and San Frangisso. g
He claimed that because cf|
persecutions 2ad prosea -!
tions in these cities ke caa
lorger get boclings Jor his
act.

In addition, be wants th:.
3 court to determine how musiv:
‘money he as lost since i-:
11964 obsceniiy conviction in:
1 New York City.and to ord
teg volice depariiient thefe’
1t pay him damages in thit
arpount.

l
I
l

Bruce said that sirce s first
crrest for obscexnity in fan”’
Francisco in 1561, his zross

from $108,000 a year t> $10,- :
963 in the first six mor.ths of
‘this year. He said his iiabili-
“tes exceed his assets by $14,- -

Brnce, now living with]
;, friends in a North Beach ho-
*'tel; was acquitted of the first
_. Obscenity chasges.ia 1952 hy

earzings have ,lx.:::wd;

" the eyes of tao-eowrt LG &C- |
cepted the m.ng vnmut {fee. i

| N HIS financial stat:ment, . -

: > ; '.4‘? . ,-"_“ ~ . . - .
~‘Fw50(Rov. 1-104:1 - R
" ~. “ ».5; .g:’. # Lo
- :! : ;' ;.:. ; i- - . e N . ‘ &
Cetald LT , Lo
3ol . " {Mount Clipping In Spoce Below) T 5
:' 'L; _:1:;:.““‘! : : _; . LY . . o . — ’ . -.. I3
; T . HE WAS TO HAVE surren-| y T
. C@Z‘i’le(ﬁ&ﬁ dered imseti—te—New York - e 4 PR
L pmm— authorities yesterday to be- - . )
g ; . 1gin a four montn
i Tevy -‘{there. -
i Bi A.£83 | Instead, he filed suit .‘:::;'e.l
P : He told Judge G:2-%e B. far-| -
: A ™ ris be was too T:.ke to say’
L 2%e filt . The judze.
PV R .‘X‘ i . ;he]$15 d%?e& p:upj:r ‘m‘» = {Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

B S S~ RAs

13 S.FP. Examiner and
News Call Bulletin
San Francisco,Calif

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Titles

10-14-65
Final

Edmund J.Dooley

Character: o
or R

Classification: :

Submitting Otfice: ~~

{T] Being Investigates -

;2 San Francxseo jury.
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iR
PRALLs

Hon. J. Edgar Honver .
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigatiom,
Washingtm, L. CQ

o

Dear Wr, Hoover:

RS

. oK .
I suppose your acra;;k,\pr%bably occupy almost as much
'space as the finger-print section of your turezu; but
since your name was used in the attached correspondence,
l I felt I should send you a copy.

YA &

gp—e{t}ully »
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3’ :::., - ;?%mu was many things 'o mony peop
i eot

there was a spate of editorializing uboul his life and - -court found that he did on the Jone ;7. /

- secent

. chuckles. . .- .

i

icoreer, some ‘of which ‘must be’ .giving ‘Lenny some jrcvon

olfody captured the lenny Bm:o ! lmew qune as well as

S'an ohen did, the editor of the West Side News and Morning-

<,
b |
1

He had been found guilty of ob-
. seenity that morning and now, late
in the afternoon, in the Hotel
Marlton in Greenwich Village,
" Lenny Bruce was talking about it
* to a reporter from the old World-
Telegram and Sun.
Now let me tell you, first hand,
_ that newspaper reporters are
- trained to seek out facts, and so
 they almost never catch the sense
. of the event they are covering;
therefore they conclude interviews
- by asking questions like, “How do
you think all this will end for you,
Lenny?”
“What, the tnal " he asked, “the
. appeal?”
“No the whole thing, all- the
- trials, the arrests, do you think
~ they'll stop?”
N Lenny was leaning against the
~wall, his hands jammed into the
pockets of his denims, the tails of
his green-striped dress shirt hang-
. ing loose. His eyes, puffed with the
. profit of lost sleep, were fixed on
the debris of legal documents,
« tapes, trial transcripts, precedent
< ecases, which covered his bed and
spilled over onto the floor of the
.. small room. Then he smiled and
*. Jooked up and he told it in the only
.- way he knew, his private route to
= gruth, he told a story:
- “Okay,” he said, “here’s how it
ende. One day I'm going to get an
-order to appear in court. Oh,_shit,

: what is it this time? But when 1
¢ get there the courtroom will be all

P

<

e gern

: decorated, dig, with balloons, and _.

. streamers, and confetti, and when
+ 1 walk in theyll all jump up and

B -. ¢ yell “Surprise.’ And there’ll be all

* the cops that busted me, and the
* judges and DA’s who tried me, and
i theyll say: ‘Lenny, this is a sur-

t prise party for you, we're giving = _
: you s party because even after -~

. everything that happened you

;7 never lost respect for the law."® . . -

- Well, Lenny Bruce never lost his

“respect for the law, but-he won't
-.--.get his party, because he's dead "~
now, The cops said it was an over- =

r, and this column is reprinfed with his permission.—Ed.

vy
dose of drugs, and a friend of his
said it was an overdose of cops, but
probably it was an overdose of re-
spect for the law.

You see, the trouble with Lenny
Bruce was that he really believed
he would get his party. Somehow,
he never learned that freedom of
speech in America meant the right
to speak everything but the truth.
He never quite understood that he
was living in a place whose stand-
ards of morality were set by Frank
Hogan and Cardina! Speliman and
3. Edgar Hoover. How could you

‘tell him that this was their Amer-

iea, and in their America justice
means the preservation of power
and religion means you don't pay
trxes. -

But you eouldn’t really tell that
to Lenny, because despite the bru-
tality of his satire, despite the
language and the insight and the
wit, Lenny Bruce lived with a
child’s innocence and a naivete
which allowed him to believe that
he would find justice in Judge
Murtagh's court. It was a pretty
trial, the kind of a trial in which
15 eyewitnesses testified that
Bruce did not make an obscene

"ztestimonyof .t the: ‘arresting officer,
“That's how the trial went, and i
you were there you knew that the

Christians stood a better chance in -.

the Colosseum. - Still, Lenny

thought he would be aequitted be- - -

cause according to the interpreta-
tions of the Supreme Court he was

clearly not guilty of obscenity.

_And that was the Law.
“The law is a beautiful u‘nng.

he told me once. “The people who " -' 4

attack the law don't really under- .-

stood it. You know what it’s like®’

he said. “It's like the Supreme L
‘Court, that's the daddy and it runs -~

the store because it knows how. All

the state courts and the civil.

courts, they're the clerks, and the

daddy says, ‘Now you just sweep .~ s

the floor and unpack the stock and

that's it. I don’t want you to place - -

any orders or change the displays,

.and keep your hands out of the .~

register.’ But the minute he turns - - " § c ;

his back all the clerks think they
know how to run it better, and they
start changing evarything and or-
. dering the wrong things and it's a

mess. The Supreme Court's the big -

daddy, it knows what is, but the

little guys keep trying to run the
store.”

America is like a giant super-

market whose many departments

are independently operated. They °
are run by such as Johnson and ..
Hoover and Hogan and Spellman. . .
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wutcrial to me, and you may be assured I appreciate the -
favorable comments you expressed in your letter to the
‘edltcr o{ the pu!mcanon,* "M anhattm East,” -
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The. '«j!;:;sviqtoﬁ Post and"

. . Tumes Herald -

ﬁe 'c;hmq!oh Daily Nwa .

The Eveatng Star —_-
ew, Yorx Herald Tribupe L

New.York Jguraal-Americus 2
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