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Firebombing of Army ROTC Building,
Kc.-at State University  RSI!! �A _ &#39; _  *;?§"��
Kent; Ohio - - &#39; -  F .

Hay 2, 1970 t .

SABOTAGE; -

Si_&#39;3DI&#39;1_�I0l¬: . > &#39; �_ , .
DESTRUCTION OF GOVE�-RNMENT PROPERTY; l o
-CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1963 -- - - - " ._ Q

IN&#39;I�ERFERE1~�!C-E �E&#39;3I&#39;I�iI I-�EDERALLY&#39;PROTECTBD FACILITY  .&#39; ~

4

On evening of 5/z/10, the Army ma-c building a:=�"1<en&#39;:_-. &#39;_st&t
University  KSU!. Kent, Ohio, was destroyed by f£__ire__A_du_rir_I
Ca.&#39;rq&#39;m3 disruption. Investigation was initiated
FBI. . . .   . _

RSU �currently has enrollment of approxiinately 21,0§Q&#39;=$tq;i
It is second largest university in State of Ohio and 15
reportedly ranked 24th in size naf_:1o_na1ly.__ , _ . -_~ » _  -.�,-_f E _

Civil disorders started in the City of Kent, _Oh1o;_
the evening of 5/1/70 vTlhe11_cno92ads_gat31e_re�.1n
and went on �a rampage breaking p-r1ndows&#39;_ "1n&#39;_dovmto§?n&#39;_£:;§tqife§g
Gr: the evening of; 5/&#39;2/"f¬.�| a éf�if� of.
gathered adjacent to the Army
Some members of this erot-46
building mi $<~>1=..i*= on f1.r<=- ....?1¢=m1>¢==�s
throw rocks at moribers of the K�I&#39;?carnpmi§ 1:-<.*n"l.i!:_�_-1:.-�.7
�nd the Kent. .<=1tx Fire Department
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Kent State University  KSU!_wa§ founded ih�1910is located in Portage County, Ohio, gpproximate1y,G0oi Cleveland and 40 niies west otfYoun3stown,_Ohio;Y
T enrollment is in the vicinity of 21,900 students_on&#39;

campus with an additional student body of 8,000 located
nearby academic centers in Northeastern&#39;Ohio.
halls on campus house 3,678 men and 4,9I3&#39;women.~,

iH_ live in fraternity and sorority houses, as well asj - rental facilities. Harriod students live in campns
and at private residences oft campus. The faculty]

- 1,174 instructors. Kemzis the second largest uni

The current President is Dr. ROBERT I,,,_ was appointed the 6th President on October 25,&#39;1963.
*;;}-received a Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 1921 and&#39; _Phi10sophy in 1945. He first arrived on the KS8

51946 as Dean of the C0110g0 of Education.~ pr, 93113
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The Mayor advised that linen b&#39;ei|~:"&#39; at!vis&#39;e�L3ff
- situation on the eveni ng of May 1 1970 Re" i_v.:t=:e¢iiL_e.t_e_]

_ &#39; not�-ified state officia1s_ in Coluxzafmus, ]0nio___- cap-i, t£ll.s.*-"¥=&#39;,1J� -"_�.A&#39;;<,§92,
. -Sté; Twof Ohio!, of the situation in the city of
1 &#39;-Mag: f-"also zulvised that �the streets were e1e_arcd_�_gn�e

1 .&#39;fcw �ash imposed bewinning at. 12230 A,N,, �Saw |fd.n§r_&#39;__"§1o&#39;fn&#39;i�"��;-TE;It3
e may 2, 1970. The �ayor and the Chief of P»!-i¢es"eete;e:;¢eq;e;

. Dino, ituposed an 8:00 P.?~&#39;!. to dawn curfegt for �the";;__;§_e§t- &#39; time weekend. .- � - A &#39; _  _ -
o"

, 7�&#39; . .

&#39; &#39; 7%�-L �,e�.~1&#39;»:"*=3,j§"45"5° 1:, "� �-1*.??Y~�-�,&#39;¥"�-E&#39;.""_�.I
1 _ _ _ �,. ,,  �,1 ~;t;.~e-* -41,-I. - .  W ~- -~ --92. &#39;-- &#39;;.;._&#39;~.;-.; t-1..-r.; -4,.-1 ;= A__ - _ . - - _  - .- . <   ,�}-m.&#39;f&#39;>~£_=-v92  .- .,  -Wewe

.. . - 0 -.  "1-.r~..- _ » .   ,1». v:-�:~~_ - � = -  _&#39; . <~-=;=;&=<f**1I�92&#39;-."..�.&#39;:r1i=",t9251�§92*-if?!�

_ _ The Mayer of Kent advised _ti92a§t ""r&#39;e[i: >rtS�
_ . the Uffzceef 3-1e_t&#39;o.r through the dew er: sate�:-ea-t edzeet-es *~ Mi  " I "

W _t�he condition was worsemng &#39;ant_1 at about a:00_ f�.192%. heegean
&#39;1;e1ephuned-  _Zo1n:.1bns and th-ts tune requested Mttbnal
troops t0_a1d local officials in the protection

W - -"!1_1�opeI&#39;t92&#39; of the residents of the city of Kent. on
q W iay 2 3970, Ohio Governor RHUDES authorized the useof__"the4e§&#39;§§;§I§*~ .� 011:9 _§&#39;ationaI Guard in the citg of Kent. -The troops
 arriving shortly after 7:00 P. ." "-_   e _&#39;

. . &#39; - - . &#39; &#39; t "&#39;-&#39;=".�-"-.;:£=-.»154_ =-$.95-1»:an �Q, _ . . _. . -- _j-- -_&#39;_;¢~_-_» t,=-»;__-_&#39;  .e .- 11- Q.-.-..-.-. -:...v_.»..1-- ��g�! 1;� In &#39;_- --- ~ in-"92 -*- ----" " &#39; n a U &#39; &#39;- �, ; yyl Fumatuly I-01 I "I. OH 3&#39;53}! -J, IVIU, 300111
j-i~f_"~.~  600 KSU students began to assemble on the campus
" the Army Reserve Officers Training Course  ROTC!

The-cro-.rd _beg,an yelling and shouttng; -and �at about .8:
x ,. &#39;-lbs.-_y began to throw rocks and other objects at

7&#39; building. Many windows on the-north stde of the

v --

�    ,&#39; &#39;"1¢.¢¥°�.";3 �J95 <31-&#39;»*! titarted a, -fire  &#39;?�92&#39;.?§�-&#39;e-§§�.e
jsff-_�"�*§atner1ng ann imlvividllals fron__;_&#39;the tt_:1"o�:_t&#39;l__ attenptej,_;;-§;1u;;:3;§_�§-"_t_;.;,-;>;=�;;;--�fkjt._5:;-_Mitre �ares to the RUTC buildili�;-"�»-&#39;lt-ties�report-e  �A

froet the crust? @159" " in-{Q5 fa"
5-now! re; througij 5.~_tin6w&#39;= or the  -but mi

 ¢¢&#39;~.&#39;¢-oped .vnt.h_1,II.._tiI¢ RVT§;.e}but:1§;i_ng".and;j- theseet;en,¥~§_�?§_&#39;;i$!1ji;���
 Department was s&#39;11m.&#39;aoned"=~19211en -fife"t�isizs�--"a"rH&#39;�§*¢t1¢1*~*"=�*&#39;�&#39; ""

t**+=ye=»tn~@<1~=*e   we 1~=¢.1w»~=e?eti*@»¢=
 s<»==¢  11     1 �ill EQMI1 i 139&#39;"-A -I!�-5  £53�?! 2* &#39;.§!!*".e  -�  I "�- -,-5; __;._t;~i_f,  ==-<f�.&#39;";:;;&#39;~ ri _3;;_"�*.,F;;?�;,§,�-_._ �� &#39;  92-.:>~ &#39;-  :="-- &#39; &#39;-1* t ---*1 &#39;92* �-"*" �ht  &#39; " &#39; up �*
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ti-__   an   :34
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began to charge the officers after. they had at
disperse the crowd with tear yes,� �Some of the stud§:sn}j&#39;t§;;;�.&#39;._?
ret &#39;eated, and some other student-s started anotI1er&#39;---�f-i.§lji-$¥;s;�;?
in� -wooden frame building used as_the archers.$u¥p1y§§gs%ss
bu ding; houever, some other individuals

1 . _s r 1 -. - n _;@ye§§§gegg%§
a At about 10:00 P.M. on May 2,-1970, the ROTC;hpi1§

ing began to burn out of control. i The .ce:r.;_>u&#39;s officc;"sino$fTt§�
back from the building for safety reasons s1nce__R0TC -&#39;e:uiat1ni_§§¢�
tion was contained within the b�lldihg. At this_timc,Ybq3�§
crowd of about 260 students gathered and again tlprew rocks is
the officers. This crowd was d-ispersjed again with t13e.;_-§§;e¥f;;§

g _ - &#39; - _ u -  &#39; _r in  &#39; A
- _ �The Kent Fire Department returned to "the

about-10:20 l�.¥l. but were unable to extinguish the fire�
the RUTC building; however the uere able to Rec tine,-,fire&#39;*§

_ _ .� _;.-;~=?rI 4| " . &#39; 92 _ �- - * .- .�-�".-&#39; - &#39;

u 0 � y I va 0 �   - -- - &#39;-; &#39;--4 .&#39;a&#39;1&#39;-"
.f rou: sp re ad 1 ng, to ad; acent wooden. bu: Id 1 ngs . - &#39; p -.1 5 f

_  .  -- ~ -.-1.1;;

- Between 10:00 and 10:30 P..92l. on Hay 2*, 1970, nppagg
imately 450 men of the 145th _Infen�-try Division of the
ficers from the Ohio State Elighwav Patrol end the� l&#39;or_tage__.~-j.---gji
County Sheriff �s Office began arriving on the I-KSO _-§ar:;pj11s._&#39;
were subsequently deployed around the area of the �ROTC-bu1__l�<&#39;!
ing; The us� utilized tear gas at this_point to Eisperse_gh
creed. The large crowd of students broke up into-snail band
and started to roam the can-.=;ms. The ONE organized ga&#39;£ro_Js__�:§A;*
around the campus and as of 3:00 A.M.; on May 3, 4197� ,
Campus activity was quiet." _&#39;_&#39;~;t;j-,� --»;";;@;§c;;§§
- - _&#39; " &#39; The Mayor of Kent also stated "another"-&#39;1!f_a!iif>ai;Tgeifgggi
the downtown area was prevente-d on Saturday nigh_t.ul_i_e1_r&#39;
National Guard, backed b¥ local law &#39;enf&#39;-0rc_cr_-*.ent
nan-clied shoulder to shou def fen Bast Main-_Street"-A;
section of i92&#39;..ter Street  ._E,_,a_s&#39;t__F1ain "Street.
the students were a,-;ain_ advised j-of the -corfetr tegttléntidfiég-i

_ _ ¢.t1_1c c92ty_n-hich forbade root-ioiafano jp<;~o<;s;r:sn*
city -of heat. _A_92t this tine.�-&#39;t11er§_:1,§&#39;§s_�no_
curfew on the £311 -campus: &#39;i&#39;he""&#39;t0&#39;a�n-&#39;rena&#39;ined*-quiet t}ir§$*"92~&#39;1~s§
;.su:=<1==i-.0 and esoiq §v»<ko&#39; oieht 0 am�§e.r to-res *1
rum! ed by sg-.ff=<=1,;=~.t .~w=b_s
�f0I¬¢§=§�t off xcers     �
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wlaich resulted in briil-.gin_.&#39;;
92.&#39;_e!�I.92¥§_1;ef the BEG to the &#39;!92I-SI!

, _0n the evening� on �Jay a, 1970, at
a group of approximately 250 LS8 students
�Commons Field� which is ad acent to the campus
ties. At about 9:15 P.M. tie BSU Police rea� the
to the crowd ené they were ordered te disrerse in
utes of be arrested. The cloud mowed off canpus
teen Kent. YThe group increased to an estimated
about 2,000 individuals and ucre escorted by the
The rou tle b� "q g p_ 1 n tote up into smaller bands
"where from 2G&#39;to 200 students The smaller

_to the campus, and one band broke into the
The individuals were contained an this building
police and the-035; however, they mere gsxen, a
pgyggiggiggg 1&#39;9 1c_eg,92._&#39;g the hnilr�na nithmtt �it §ntr- - w---v-- I-an 92-Iv 5 venue�

_o _0ther groups-roamed the cawpes and broke
university builcings. Tear gas was used intermit
.throughout the night�to disperse the crowds A curf
"imposed on_the campus at about 11 00 P M but was vo
forced until 11:30 P.M. folioutng a thxrty~n1nute

t groups moet�
from damage m

3

membczs of the 10715
g:_g*:&#39;-n_g5i �lbw: rnea�

¢T¢?§¢~°f&#39;955 raeees of approximately 100 men
-theegotgl number of 085 troops on the £58 c
imate}j,85U. -h&#39;=. ~

,, g. .; The ONO, KSU&#39;Police and about twenty
�the �hlo State Petrol eeliecé the cespus d

ted perimeter and internal mobile
I . &#39; nrols and assigned stationary u

trical f3Cl]lIi¬$ and othe

patro1sHhy,the
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. Three shall fires were reportet!
5 any damage. tine was in c!en"nto~.rn,I92eni:, Uhio; a2u!_t�.92co0_the,rg

were in.the parking lot and a dormitory on the ¢o1npos;.;;-F1133;� &#39; citiy of Kent and the hstl Cilioplls became �rela_t_i92&#39;el!&#39;_.;__ct;l@;t_;&#39;_i;§§~!§;§;;£.§
abq at 1:00 A..92l. on Mag 4, 1970  i &#39; ;jr._,_

- &#39;  " "&#39;�&#39;M�,¢;,&#39; »¥l°192{r92Y - � &#39; V ~   -
s r On May 4 197o,_:n=.- United est.-mks,�I}¢niitI§§§i.2!r$..:<?i�7~=:@ii

._ tice� h�.-,=shington,- I&#39;J.- C.-, requested _the�Fer!,{-zjrttl
- vestzgation to conduct investigations re~arding&#39;_t&#39;|.1é?f.i§c§f§:_i,§.§§§
in§ of the KSU l:U�TC building on May I, $970,
si le violat_ighs of; Federal statutes relating to _$_e}§:;|_to2§;&#39;%;

4 $e6ition and Civil Rights in Feclerally Protcptcd

At about 10-:30 A31. on Slat; 4 _.l9?0, a croéhifiiégdl
_ gathering in the Commons area at K$_ sh:-eh_c_$oen
- to 1,000 people. The focal point ofthe -rally.

erected in the Southeast end of -the-"&#39;¬oamons&#39; area
W rung _to attract students. The {DIG had established -.s:f1i�:":é�

the hortla-.92-est end of the Commons area to protect__tl:e_"o"�i*Ei1§a&#39;§"i
E  7 do-r of the l?.lfTC buildin;;.- An U.92�§ Jeep was t�-I�iv¢n.*.hear �ab�
4%:-ah. . cror.-c enu ouiers were iron to� the croati throtwh th§_-Bsc- 0� _ _ _ -§ . .

a loudspeaker to dlsperse These orders were met� ii-�i&#39;t&#39;h�thei
.. . response of hurled hricks&#39;and stones and theg:ro~.~.t37fsi"l&#39;e¢I_"
 � dis£>e&#39;rse. -. -     -�

-&#39; The UN} then launched tear gas grcnaGe&#39;s-�"!int&#39;o�h¬h§
-   Crowd; however, members of the fcron-d,~ some of-1-.-hoe: &#39;9292-er&#39;e"ei~

= ped with gas masks, "��II�C92r. some of. the tear gas" &#39;reino&#39;de$&#39;_��b§
_ gt the uhb. The ONE then started to push too-an-Es the &#39;s"t§ii"<!

ii, _ l�~ an attempt to disperse them. "�i&#39;he,ih�92T:_pl1sijcti thc"%¢l1*92§i&#39;:§f_FA� &#39; , from the Commons area up over the hill ]uca_-tegibetn"ee§g&#39;".;17a�?
  and Johnson Halls. The QM troops cen;t.ihl!§>.d

  gushed the crond to a practice football fi.-QIQ;
  - .92&#39;G reportedly ran out of tear gas."

back up the hill_bet92te&#39;en Tayl�0ti_-and
crowd fo_llov.-ing. The crowd was cls_i92ji1_t&#39;-$3";§n§j&#39;_f;thyjo§ir%§i§§?&#39;§3;§;%_;§
and stones and other obiects-a_t�__th1:_&#39;-0.

c -92 -rv&#39;.1"<92,�"° "P1? tgvons-_ �t r.h~&#39;-=t;¢r¢$t of

,|,i.uw..u and fireu §Ul!5&#39;»llf3t$ to olsperse--the&#39;1:r0t%&#39;�:;1&#39;o>.;�1§§ig§;-Q
- M   then disot r§¢d an t!92¢.fo1r1¢1§-in? lei4- .;_&#39;.92._-»-. /»~-- 1 .. -   - .-�,;�  . .;_;.,;~~ -~ .-:v____ . - - ;,.&#39;_.&#39;~ ,_~. -.- 4�

RW.-...§¢?" ¥=I11<=d by "I&#39;$hntw.o.a!7cis¢&#39;1. iii
I hi   liged at about 2:30 ---P,§..ij."on�i:;&#39;ay;.,Q  -&#39;  -   .  *. --  &#39;4�   -- �  &#39;-
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r " J1-:~un.Y;41l:m   so t. *1
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_§_%o have been tyeated for.g?nsh0t keun§$e$ung he same suootzng nncldent. . A -- ~
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�ll of these individuals woke repotted to be KSU_et�@e8 s
later determined th"engh her o¢n"¢é§

was not_wounded by g��flf� ejShe adv
par 1n the demonstrataons but was&#39;in th

_of-the shooting-and,bccaue frightened&#39;in viek ofume of the_crowd. _She_turned to run and, pepcild�throu - &#39; She�gh her purse and_uounded,her.ip the
in the leg was_the eaiy weundvs�e

f�n the etenihg of n&y=4, 1970; an
the Portage County Court of;§emmoni
ted the gefendants as_KSUcPfeSidcn

of T and Jnhn

L:
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