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- - November 19, 1934 . Mr. Harbo...oce ceuee.

. \ .7 ( | ™r. Nnthan._-_-y/

Mr. Quinn..._......_.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Mr. Schilder....... we

A Mr’(Helm, representative of theXKansas City Journel-Post, wes
referred to me from your office. Mr. Helm 8tated thet he received informa-
tion from his psper at 2:30 A.M, this morning to the effect that on the
morning of the”Kapsas City Massecre, Chief of Police Otto Reed hed in his
possession & shotgun; thet Reed was sitting in the back seat of Caffrey's
car end thet after the Massacre, two exploded shotgun shells were found by
the Police on the running boerd of the cer or on the ground neerby. Mr.
Helm stated thet his peper asdvised him thet Agent Caffrey hed been killed by
& ball-bearing; that Nash's body indiceted thet he had been shot from behind
and thet & third person killed had elso evidently been killed by & shotgun.
Helm stated thet he was advised further that the windshield of Caffrey's car
hed been blown out by bullets from inside the cer. The Kansas City Journal-
Post now cleims thet Caffrey, Reed and one other person were killed by the
shotgun of Otto Reed. Helm further stated thet an unexploded shotgun shell
wss found on the person of Reed after the Messzcre and thet this shell when
teken to the Bellistics Expert Gill, was found to be loaded with buckshot

end ball-beering.

~ Helm further stated thet his newspaper had informstion that sometime
after the Massacre Agents Frenk Smith and Lackey had returned to the son af
Otto Reed in Oklshoma, the shotgun belonging to Reed.

Helm requested that I deny or effirm this story or indicete thet
the Division had previous knowledge of this angle of the case. I advised
Mr. Helm thet the Division would mske no comment upon this matter; that it
wes the Division's policy end practice to prepare our ceses for trizl in Court -
not in the newspspers. Helm stated thet it seemed odd thet if we knew of this
engle of the cese before, we had not given it to the pspers. I relterated thet
we were not prepering our cases for trial in the newspepers.

It is obvious that the informetion in the possession of the Kansas

City Journel-Post has come from Merie\Gill, since it coincides pfecisely with
his present theory of the case. In the eveni I have occesion to telk to

Mr. Nathen at Kensas City today, I will egain caution him egainst heving any

9490 !

further deslings with Gill. rbi "icécj 1 S-224/

The only way we can determine conclusively whether Reed's gun fired
the shote from which the exploded shells found at the scene of the Massacre
NOV 2781934
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emenaged, is to obtain thexorigigggﬁghg;;a which I understend are in the
Agents of the Oklshoms City Office have recently

possession of Mr. Gill.
obteined test shells fired from Reed's gun. In view of the probable publicity

vhich will appear on this angle of the cese, do you desire that we approach
Gill and attempt to obtain the original shells from him? The possession of

these sklls and the subsequent examination will of course not prove conclusively

the identity of the person responsible for the death of Caffrey at =211, but
will merely identify the shells as coming from or not coming from Reed's gun.
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Respectfully,

E. 4, Term

IR K.



_¥ 8. Brpartment of Yustice .

I
. Sipiston 3
o of Jnbrestigation
los Angeles, California //
November 23, 1934 / '

Director
Divigion of Investigation . y
U. §. Department of Juatice ~ \-1
Washington, D. C. /,”58\
Desr Sir: Re: VERNON c? MIIIER, with elieses
' (deceased), ET AL

Conspiracy to Deliver Federal Prisoner

Qg\"&ﬂ\«\b" I. A. File 62-984

Referring to your ielegram of November 13, 1934, relative to the .
above entitled matter, in which you request that another effort be made to
locate the record of George)Ryam, relesased by authorities at Los Angeles, ,‘
please be advised that a Turther search of the records of the Los Angeles .
Police Department disclosed that Ryan wes turned over to the Los Angeles v
authorities by the sheriff of Santa Ana, California, on September 16, 1917
for suspicion of having stolen a Cadillac from San Diego, California -

Sheriff's No. 1058 at Santa Ane on Ryan. Said Ryan, under ILos Angeles
Police No, 15532 was arrested on September 19, 1917 by police officers at
Los Angeles on a burglary charge; said Ryan wes held to answer to this
cherge, and on September 28, 1917 was pleced under $2500.00 bail.

On October 25, 1917, said Ryan pleaded guilty to & charge of
burglary in the Superior Court, Los Angeles, California, gnd applied for
probation. On November 26, 1917, said probation was granted by the
Superior Court of this ecity, and Ryan was released for a period of three
years.

of the Police Department, Los Angeles,

According to the records
california, the tingerprint classification of Ryan is 29 0 18.
‘ 20 0 -

Very truly yours,

Yl

JoS:AB o DE(\ 1 l ‘ggia‘c Agent in Charge

CC Kansas City
+:2CORDED & INDEXED
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gan Francisco Div..on of Investigation,

' .
f ‘ | San Francisco, Califomia.
(Name and address of Contributor)

" “"Mr. J. E. Hoover, Director, R

Division of Invegtigation, _ . ) _
U. §. Department of Justice, ' o o7 co
washington, D. C. . : o _ Date September 10th, 1934.

Dear Bir:
Following are the dispositions of cases on which' fingerprints . have been

mailed to the Division of Investigation:
: -Diaposit,ion

pivision File Print Na.my.nd Alias S
Number Number - "/39/"”{ 29316 ‘
San Francisco J. J. Miller, alies Arrested as Fred Williems A

Police Dept. Fred Williams, iss 3/29/30. Chaerge - 1,000 .

No. 36045 Frank R. Mored, ellas Vegrent and Fugitive. S_,P

Yrenk Mooreg” - Reloased 3/51/30 and ordered X

to leave San Francisco.

227915
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P Wth roform. % nur muuotmm 26, i?}&.?r’f]fjl_
pertaining %o the efforte made by the Division %o ascertain the peoretd v
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his recent arrest near Tellaville, Ohio, yu aFe
4 ourial -0
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“_ Bitision of Jnfestigation
3. 8. Brpartment of Fustice

1616 Federsl Reserve Bank Bullding
Kensas City, Missouri
- - November 26, 1934 -

pre

Director

Division of Investigation

U, S. Depertnent of Justice

Pennsylvania Avenue end Sth Btreet, N. We
Weshington, D. C.

0
Dear Sir: RE: VERION C. MILLER with sliases, Deceased;
et al )
CONSPIRACY TO DFLIVER FEDERAL PRISONER

Thia will confirm telephonie conversation between Mr. Temm of the
Division enf myself on Noveuber 24, 1934, et which tine I wes instructed to
pscertain {f the United Stetes Attorney et Kensas City, Missouri, bad any
objectionyto offer to the contemplsted action of the Division in sending the
Thompson Sub-llechine gun, recently recovered gt the time of Subject Richettit's
arrest, 1o the Colt Factory in order thet th seeret number could be ascertained
therefr This gun is mentioned in my lettels to the Divislon dated November 8

‘and 14, 1934s

Speciel Agent He E. Andersen conferred with Mr. Rendall Wilson, Assistant
United States Attorney at Kansas City, Missourl, who is hendling the instant case
gt vhich tiwme Mr., Wilson stcted that he haed no objection to the Pivision's
econitemplated action in this regard, Mr. Wilson indiceted to Agent Andersen
thet he was desirous of heving the employee at the Colt Fectory, who located the
nuunber, to put en jdentifying mark of some kxind on the gun et the time of such
examinetione, I furnished this informatlion to Mr. Temm, by telephone, on
November 26, 1934, end pursuant to his additional request costact wes egein
hed with Assistant United States Attar ney Wilson by Agent Andersen, &% which
time Mr. Wilson jniicated thet it was not essentiel that such an identifying
merk be pluced on the gun by the Colt employee; thet Mr. Wileon had in mind
keeping the continuity of the possession aof the gun intect. Hesedded that as
he hed placed &n jdentifying merk of his cwn on the gun st the tine it was in
Kunsas City, further {dentifying merks by employees at the Colt Factory will_sg“
be unnecessarye "RECORDED & INDEXED r' 9'2_7__ Q ? KRr

e policy of not reveeling the location of the gecret nud ""o:{'theée i
guns was explained to Mr, Wilson and, hence, Was made clear to him fhy it would
pot be possible to obtain the neme of the employee who mede thet

number on the guns Q,\p’\‘r Chl ‘Yl’%&é
WCS: B Gf}‘:,h'jtjw B

62-760
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s b Pisision of Jnfrestigation ® R LR —
: Vlir. Toathean .o

. H. 8. Brparimend of Justice O € erk e

JBL:1J P. 0. Box 1R%6 7: M. Cotiey e cenn
8B~456 Oklshoma City, Oklahoma Lo v
NHovember 12, 1934 i My, TOULrdE

S é é Nor 1m 700, oo
Directof," FERSONAL AND CONF IAL b riehe e

Division of Investigation,
U. Se Department of Justice,
Ponnsylvanis Ave. at Ninth St., N. W.,

Washington, D. C. .
Re: CHARLES ARTHUR "PRETTY BOY"

with eliases (Deceased); ET
Conspiracy to Deliver Federal Prisoner.

Dear Sir :

Reference is made to the letter received frau the Kansas City
office, dated october 16, 1934, with reference to exploded shotgun cases
found at the scene of the EKansas City massacre.

The details of the possession of shotguns at the time of
transporting Nash at Kansas c}ty have been discussed with Special Agent
Frapk Smith, He recalls nothing about the obtaining of such guns, it
being his recollection that these guns were obtained by Agent Lackey
and by Chief of Police Reed of Mcileater.

Special Agent Smith procesded to Moilester, Oklahoma, on
November B, 1934, and discussed the matter of the possession of such
shotguns with Chief of Police Abbott. Chief Abbott had no information
relative to the guns taken by Mr. Reed. Mr. George Reed, son of the

late Chief of Police at Mcilester, steted that his father owned a 10
gauge pump shotgun, and that after his father was killed, that he pro=
ceeded to Kansas City where his father's shotgun was exhibited to him
and which he promptly jdentified, This gun was later ahipped to George
Reed at Moilester and the gun was examined by Agent Smith, It is a

Model 12-18 Gauge Winchester Hammerless Pump Gun, originally having a
28 inch barrel. The barrel is presently 18 inches long, and the gun
bears factory number 11337 on the gun, and factory nunber 310580 on the

barrel. George Reed fired five shells from this gun in the presence ot
Agent Smith, which are being transmitted to the pDivision under 8eperatf . eceme

RECORDED IR A :
gover ‘l'ith a copy of this lettelre “’a - T - 31_‘2 ég _f_(
s no other definite knowledge reletive to “the ~

shotguns oerried at Kanses City, but it 1s his recollection t dt two . ., :
such guns were carried in the partye. No further informatiof %gﬂb’bé:‘”

obtained at McAlester relative to the sscond guhe f
&

ARG fGaTe oy e L

Agent Smith ha

o —— ——T————— " AA———

ss San Antonlo
Chicago
Kansas City
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@iﬁ’mﬁm ﬂf g E l- r Mr. Cim- =, ..., ...
3. $. Bepariment of Justice ;

1616 Federal Reserve
Bank Building

Kansas City, Missouri q/l/’] .

. Rovember 13, 1804

Personal and COnr}iéitinl
IS

Director

Division of Investigetion

T. S. Depertment of Justice

Perrsylvania Averue et Kinth Street, X. Y.
Weshington, D. C.

Deer Sir:
7!
Re: CEASLES ARTHUR FLOYD (Deceased)
ET AL
COKSPIRACY TO DELIVER FEDERAL PRISORER

Purther reference is mede to personel and confidential
com—urication from tkis office date? Novemter 6, 1974, regeriinog
aljegetions made by Lerle A. 0ill concerning the wezpons useld in
the Union Staticn messecre.

In accordance with telephonie {nstructions of Imspector
cowley, I tnstructed Special igent & F. Trainor of this office
to review the file in tkis céase an? submit & memorandum conteining
the pertinert informetion relative to the ballistic evidence in the
file. Coples of this memorendum are ettcched hereto for the Divieion,
Inspector Cowley, and the Oklahome City Office. It is believed de-
sirebie thzt the Oklahoma City cffice endeevor to obtain possesaion
of tLe stotguns whick were in the possession of the officers et the
time of the messecre, in order thet appropricte test shells might
be obteined from that;(f’ '

} ¢ ’\ Very ?ruly yours,
\\J‘P (ﬁw@ﬂa‘_\ RECORDED
) d .
. ’U«% o \N R. B. NATHRX
N e ‘i‘ ~ Special Agert in Charge

priies D‘EC/Q5 ‘9 (5 v/ i =344 5

3-75 1 ' . e e - .
¢cc - Inspector Cowley, Chicsgo ‘lé'l- ' e '

Oklehama City ﬁw’f oy ZE 1L
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

Mr. Speers telephoned from Kansas City and advised re-
garding my recent conversation with Mr. Nathan on the Flo;
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