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etateumehlp Ioreeeing thing! hueedl; end ee we ceneequenee ~*:;_-&#39; ~ �
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;_ Ln Spain, huh eteted, "tint it wee one et the thiage thet helped  ~_
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.&#39;
. _,

._.�.;-._.&#39; &#39;.".&#39;. - "&#39;
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no mun m mm convention in Jbilpll ma, eke jeu.,1
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Beecher, 1935» fjle lee rental in an peeitien tutu _:~ee_eut�l.y  T1
then be left thin gmupte  l_xncut1vek_8e§:&#39;etez7fet:».1,;.§-=�
the IIIUIIBESQI Student Selrvlee. �It night be aetedthet  �
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e Hr. Rhea Whitley of ONI� called and inquired r
off the Bureau had any infonation concerning Joseph P-" &#39;.n"jA ho is an applicant for a commission in the Naval g

rue and who is being investigated in that connection
Qty� MIL I told him we would have a memorandum prepared

on anything we might have concerning Lash and that the "
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Reference is made to your memorandum of November . . >_

25, 191.1, requesting a memorandum which is to be tuned . _
over to Mr. Rhea Whitley of ONI summarizing the infome-

M O tion in the files of the Bureau relative to Josegh P.
La___a_h, who you state ie an applicant for a commission -
the Naval Reserve. &#39;- V &#39;

-. 3
.» r� > .-

There is attached a copy of a summary memo- .
randum prepared and submitted to you on October 28, 191.1,
relative to this individual. A search has been made of
the Bureau files for any additional infomation mceived
since the preparation of the attached summary, and it was 1
found that since that date certain infonnation was received I
which is already in the summaly.» 5+ I

I

Respectfully, if t

D. ll. I.ad<:lM,./
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_ Attached is a capy of a letter 92

mm m-s. Roosevelt with respect w Joeamsn.
mu yen let m know mt mu? files�

show; and in yaur dissertatimascerbain that A
Cglb�el Donovan and the Dies Committee may

Francis Biddle
Attorney General.
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Washington, D. G. &#39;

Q� W  9;
" V _ I "9-.

_ .;;-:.-._.--.  > I. » � , ,, .;&#39;_"_> _ ", I,�/� &#39;,".._»~..~<~_»-we :.  ~ -  _. _ _4 -M __ 92

~ lfydea:&#39;l!r.�Attorney ViQ1erai.�:i"  " -  V -

� I   1 wander�  it  _ I   rundown� for
thzoxga the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Oolonel Donovanis Naval v  5
Inspectors, and the Dies Ocmittee, what they really have on Joe Lash. .

_ v he turned in to the Navy the absolute truth on all his fbrmer� �
» . _. ..  .» - 92 . .

connections--that hehad never sigxeda�onmunist Party card, thathe V,
had, however, been very close to the Party, and he told them all that he &#39; d
had made e break with them at the time of the Nazi-Russian Pact, and
since that time had never done anything but uni: for those who upheld the
interests of ihis country. I know this to be so, both in his public and
private situation. I think to hound someone who has lived up to his .
convictions is really unwise procedure. He was not accepted by the Navy,
but was never told why. I feel quite sure it was because he was so honest
in telling oi� his fonner connections. . ~ f w . &#39; �

t..,, 4,

His investigator told someone that the people who knew him,
like Dr. William Allen Neilsen, ex-President of Snith, and Dr. Alvin
Johnson, were high in their praise of him, but that others ssoke of his
fomer connections. ~

It-"has �a very bad effect upon youth in general when they think
» something unjust is being done, where people have honestly lived up to &#39;v&#39;-

their convictions. I am seriously worried, not about what will be done __
to Joe, �or practically the whole board of International Student Service "
is back of him, because he has done such vezy good work for them as their
General. Secretary, but I am worried for the effect it will have on the .
groups with which he has been �working. _

&#39; Today, I got a message i�rom&#39; our Youth Activities representative, VMiss Jan4�eaver,/ which reads as follows: A
"I thougat that you would want to know that Mr. Robert

E. Stripling, who is Special Investigator for the Dies y
Committee, Aphoned to find out if Joe Lash were employed
by us. I said no. He went on to ask if he were serving
in any capacity at all with our division. I told him that ~
Joe was serving in an advisory capacity on our Executive
Committee along with the others  mentioning the names!.
He wanted to know if he. were receiving remuneration. I

 he was getting expenses. I don&#39;t know what all
I this means, but~sI.hope_it,doesn&#39;t mean trouble for Joe."

/.

. F-1&#39; .

,  5; .  gs ".~ 209:;-.~s s*».:sr:10YED-----.;. :4.
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A 1 This kind of thing is bad for all young people, particularly
know and admire the charactereof  involved. I would
!&#39;y�92&#39;»hi-I13 I 11876, aid �% Imll�   Jro, �ha Ibrb�d
in the last campaiguand tho-otfenlto irrite a letter to the

Navy saying that he is a high, idealistic young man, thirty odd, who
perhaps was too radical when he was young, but uho will always work�-for
thegoodofthemajonttyotthepoopleaatarasallinterestsam .
ooneeraedae. .» - _    - _- ~

he is a Jew.� &#39; Perhaps, that is one more reason thy I an con-
cerned not to see him unjustly treated. i - � I. o e

If they have something convincing &#39; ideof the things which
he wrote as a youngster when organizing the St1_g<ieht_§Lni_gg_,
which he also left when it became oontmll by the Communists, I would
like to know what it is, and I certainly think it would be fair for him
to know. .

I am doing this not because of one individual. 1 em doing 1+.
because of its effect on many young peoplm  __ V �

. ¬>92-&#39;7 - _

&#39; &#39; l " Very sincerely yours,

i /s/ "�leano�ooseveliy
Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt

Assistant Director

The Honorable Francis G. Biddle
The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

.�&#39;". �ya-_~i-»_. .

.&#39;g,_
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I-n keeping with your request, I interviewed &#39;
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