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As of late 1940 or early 19¢! the sane If lets
8teinbeet was contained is the active isdiaes of the Iatiesal
federation ror Constitutional Liberties  cited by no Attorney .
General!.  Anonymous; 100-11?0- 9, p. 15?! . _ _ -

I Olirping from the �Jenn fort files� sf Islrlarp I1,
.1946, reported the formation in lee fork city of a sen cooperative
publishing concern, ICI81I, associated lbgaeine Contributors; Inc.
the initial list of 8Ii�It8l&#39;*CIlliI&#39;IbI.ii0T&#39;I included Jana Steinbeck-
Aseociated Magazine Contributors ms cited by the Cal iforaia
Couitmee on Us-Anerioan Activities when it reported that �the
Oonaunist influence is established through each news services.�
�23-11c&#39;re-13! -

1! preparation for a reception to be given at the
solder]-Astoria, o&#39;er fort City, en lay 6, 1946, be the Iatienel
Council of American-Soviet friendship  JCASF - cited by tie
Attorney General! for three Uflitiltg Soviet literary figures,
the Assistant to t ar of the ecssr contacted
Iomrd mat, cell-known author and probable neuter the cultural
Section of the Oouuniot Forty is Io! fork City, for his approval
of a list if distinguiehed writers, publishers, artists, and
other personalities to be incited to the affair. Fast declared
that naturally anti-Jouiets and frctskyites should not be
invited at they would more things "very unco192fortah.le."
According to the informant the eaee of John Steinbeck was

d Ia t hi h n t with his a roual.nos those rea off to s v c e pp

bloc-lecooo-vac! s A _
On Hay 1?, 1948, Ire. lariel Draper of lea York, the

Chairnan of the lone-Q&#39;s Section of the American ICASP, spike
at a meeting of the Democratic Iosen&#39;o Ieternational federation
II Role, Italy. In her speech she halrtilly agreed with the
Soviet representative who had attacked United States foreign
policy and reported that the Anerican people were being gives
a dose of anti-Soviet propaganda sores than that against
Geraang before the Second Forld lar. She stated that e
number of individuals, including Steinbeck, had recently been
converted to "the caap of var and anti-Sovietien." �-18-48,
�lea York Herald fribsme;" 100-344442-1! 7.

Bureau files reflect a number of instances from
19445 through 1950 e-herein Steinbeck we approached by various
other can-moist Party {rant or-aniections to support their e
causes so $6 zto enlio the ahfiest possible mas support for
their caapoigns. There is no indication that he complied with
these particular reg:-eots. �00-?0_6,1-923, p. 19; 100-334436-152.1�;
100-18508�?-??.I2; 100-370500-48! J�
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Bureau files reflect that because nan; qf 8teinbect&#39;s
writings portrayed an extremely eeraia and pccerty�strietsn
side qf American life, they were reprinted is beta German and
hussiaa and used by the Iasis and Soviets as propaganda against
Anerica-  iuneroas references! .

Au indiuicual who and been Ilplbgld during 193? as I
playwright as the federal Theater Project, forts Progress
Aaninistration, testified before the Dies Committee that the
Bart; talc her that to Irite asa furnished ner with research
eaterial obtained from the Simon Labia Society  previously
sited!. She advised that this material iscluaed sese qf &#39;
8teinhect&#39;s field nates,in his handwritinp,far his boos &#39;arapes
or Iratn.&#39;  testimony, Rena tale on ?-22-40; Dies Committee
leeectiae Bearings, Ialune 3, Page 1219!

8teinbsck&#39;s book, �Grapes Q! Erato,� uas anon; the
periodicals and boots eela fro: the literature table at s
Communist Part Ia Ba neetiu nelc on In l 1940 in LesF F If P e e

B

A booklet announcing the courses of the Ioreere
School of lea IUPJ City, official Communist Party school, &#39;
/or the einter tern, 1943, staiea that the marks of leading
dramatic writers, including Steinbeck, would be used is the
discussions of history qf social institatians as they baa been
reflected by writers of all tines.  J94a Report, california
Committee on Un-enerican Activities; 100-15252-39, PI gag!

During Baron, 1945, a copy of a recommended reading
list seed by the American Youth for Democracy  cited by the
Attorney General! indicated that listea boots were available
{from the lee Jersey State oj/ice of that organisation at a .

-nil list included Steinbece&#39;s �The loos Is Dona.�
state headquarters aj the Ccnsunist Political

Assoc a an, Kewark, yea Jersey; 61-???-31-60, p. 2e!

Assocu 2&#39;19; arm ¬�J_l&#39;Il_U.-&#39;.&#39;_I6f_i"_#Pf1fT.&#39; ,vz;&#39;.v.r:; �-
§_,>_;:§Y§fU it O1-;L&#39;L"&#39;;.&#39;l&#39;_-S 1 &#39;P,92_g;:&#39;-if? "

On June 2, 1953, an admitted former Communist Barty
member  about 1937-1933! testified before the House Committee
on Uh-American Activities that although steinbeck La5.dane
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more through hie eeoel about the agricultural uereere then
anyone elee for the Cennlniet Pnrty elaee he appeared to it
at odd: with the colalaist Party daring {Kai period elthoegh
the Iitaeee could not etate Just hon.  Reload Iillian Iibbee,
Zeecitiie Eesiiei iiiiiiii� since pibiicli Fi1iiii¬j 6£=?5£2=

In letters written by She Ibrcg to I110 litter  both
Qglngailt gert; functionaries in calgforoic! during lurch, 1937;
one Icuenber, 1940, Darcy indicated that Iintlf-tn! sell acquainted
with Steinbeck and night have considerable influence with bin.
Um larch 7, 193?, he wrote �Weedless to coy, I en glad to hear
about Steinbeck�: new boot. I lope it fulfill! what you eag-
foere is no realou any it ehouic not. ie ea: write, and, iiii
the education I en told you and our friends have teen giving
Ii! he ought to nuke the grade better than he did in his earlier
beck.� jnother undated letter obiained early in 1944 fro: Iinter
to Steiebec! indicated that Steinbeck cod greuiayalg criticise;
Iinter. fats letter which Inc partially obscene attacked
Steinbeck and indicated t�ct he and Iinter were at odde-

 ngug een/icential lcurce; 100-18610-56, p. :9, 3a, &#39;.>r!%U
on June 23, 1950, Louis Queens, jbruer Eunaging

icitor qf the "lcily lorkrr," east coast C�lmunisi newspaper,
and an admitted former Pomnuniet Ftrty member, acvieei GI
follows: "Carey lc?i11iome is a writer, particularly lctea
ca the author cf &#39;!cctoriee In 2!: !ie1d,&#39; publieceé $5 £939,
which Ice the feaadction of&#39;John Steinbeck�: �Grapes 01 Irath.&#39;r
Iheu this boot one pucliehed, I was 8�;iI8d by Alexanoer
frcchtenberg and Jock Stachel  both Ccnauniei Pnrty jhnctioaariee!
that Iciilliane moo under Gonnuniet discipline. Thin and 1
great deal to do with the wag we hOndlOi~$hil book and 6100
John Steinbeck�: boot because at toot time Hc�illi�ne one
luppotedly inking e Ceanuuiet of stem-=o==:.&#39;  Interview with
luuenl; 100-998-98!
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the June ll, 1948, ieece of the Lee lngelee @£:aliner&#39;
etated that Ring Lardner, Jr., e ecreen writer, had eigned with
Steinbect and othere to write a file version af&#39;Steinbeck&#39;e
etorp &#39;?aeturee of Heaven." Aocordiag to the &#39;£:aeiner,&#39; thie
�nae the first Hollywood eaplogeent given any of the �Unfriendly
ten� eince their f¬fu8G1 to answer the Communist queetion in
Iaehington lait full" and the move challenged the Hotion Picture
Aoeociation of America�: announcement that none qf the nee
cited by Congrese mould more until cleared of the charge.
�00-zasaes-11, p. 5!

IISCELIJKF6� US:

from time to time colunniete for the Fbaily Iorker�
and �boil; Peo;le&#39;e lerld" have criticized Steinb¢ce&#39;e writing:
ae not portraying oaegaately the Jnericna Colnuniete or eupyorting
the Jeerioan communist nauenent. On the other hand these papere
have elem: praised the books, etating in January, 1943, that be
nae one of the most popular euttore along the Soviet Bueeiane.
note Conaunietiand anti-connunieta criticieed his 1948 eeriee ef
articlee for the �few York Herald Tribune� entitled "4 Bunion
Journal," which he wrote after a visit to Rueeio in the Sumner
of 194?, ae being too pro-Uoenuniet and toe anti�Uomnuniat.
Both eidee criticized his ability to adequatel; portray life
in Soviet Russia after ouch a ehort oieit. It ie noted that
the article: criticized Boviet red tape and the 8ouiet Government
but were favorable to the Raeeian people. �00-106224-A; 64-
195-240-1; and othere!
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During 1942, 1943, and 1944, 3-teinbect use listed ee
one ef the tnaiuidu-all in the Fitted states who received Eunice

literature.  Office of Censorship; 65-.16�-F4~809, p. 8; 65-49085-
81 -- &#39;  -> ~-

cn February ea, 1944, the Bteinbecke attended e "
reception at the Rue: tan Iabatlp in lexiee City. That receptive
celebrated the 26th anniversary of the founding of the Russian

gray.  &#39;{oveaaaea," morning nemepaper, 2/i/¥4;.100-145365-1?}

OI August 83, 194?, Joseph starcbta, correepaadelt cf
the �Daily lurker," was in Rio do Janeire, Email, conferring
tit?! Isaac:-5 9! tlse 1!.-&#39;c1=.=!.a:z iat Party cf era!!! regaraia; the
pcaeibilitp of inviting laell-known American aritere to Brazil.
Cue ef the Americana recoamended by Starobin I08 Steinbeck.
{here te no information available ir.di&#39;c<.ting Steinbeck was Lap
ac ta , arm ea and� 1 ed, !@! U, 0- Y.,¢..::-11~-� -1:. . -1-0-5128*-v= a1 f
V B3-, 9- ¢
&#39; J Counter Iutc.I1i,ence Corps re,crt of January 13, A1-&#39; Y1954, reported that there was a at:-any inc icatica that the � �#1�
&#39;Fer1a; aer ration," a publiehia, fir: of the lationll F}
£:=c£rcticcac Partct {a £cvt:t sea: pcltticcl party which 5
has been Gcscribeu by 5-2 as �;reeumailg 0 conservative
party" but which ie an Last Zane political party and as such ie
Communist oriented! waa about to negotiate publishing rights
with seven Jncfican authors, including ateinbece. � usually

reliable eourcc of czc; 1c;-ea:-;c-1!  ?u_ 4,3 �H1 ,
&#39;  ri-Ra-9"!
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. &#39; Io inveatigation pertinent to your inquiry he
been oonduotoo h7 the FBI oonoerning the oapti�el A &#39;

. individual. However, a review oi� FBI til er: eta
; o p that in Ian 19145, a eouroe that hoe hnrngehe reliable;-p  ,_
i ; _- intonation in the rat advieed that the American !ooth;�_
� J4 A for Demooraoy in a iat oaptioneo �Recommended Healing»-_ �

Liet tor American Youth tor Demooraoy� liated the hook ~�
entitled �The Iioon Ia Dom� hgtlohn Bteinheoh. Ibo A &#39;
amerioan tooth for De:aoer!9I� _e_heen__ei_teo by the attorney|_.,,,-
General pursuant to Executive Order l ""

pi 4* �1-111-31-60 1nromntLnother gover nay oo I - V
inveatigationa abroad adviaod that on augtlet 23, l9!;.&#39;!,-   o
a eorreapondent et the �Daily Uorker� an eaat ooaat   A-
oocanuniat newapaper, val in Rio De Janeiro, Braail, &#39;- < A
oonre:-ring with leadera oi� the Gomuniat Party in Braail.» e. _
The dieoueaion related to invitations to visit Brazil. . . e  �
to he lent to varioue American writere ano to aeoertain &#39; &#39;-
whether they wouli hengzrnittei to remain in Rio ��e ianeiret 7
The name oi� John stei ok wee given ae one who wouldreoeive an invitation tron the Ooannniet Party in Brazil.�
�00-51287-Bl! - 1 . _ - . o  e  h __ e_ p
- �ue tilea further re�ect that a nevapaper review -appeared in the ipril 16, 19148, ieene or the �Daily Uorker &
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. oonoerning John Bteinheokia hook, " A Huaeian Journal,� A -_
° relating to hie experienoee while on a three-week tour

or the soviet Union in the summer er l9Lx?- �me writer
of the review appeared to iouht iteinheoiii ahiliti to  ..

t- portray lite in Soviet Russia authoritatively einoe he  l . »
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-John: Steinbeck October 31, 1956

e In the reporte oi� the special Oounittee on , .
In-American Aotiritiee, 78th Oongreee, Second Seeeion, --

-_>.,_" �

, � llerinee are being eupplied with libraries for the eeanen &#39;
to read  at eea, and the Iational laritine Union&#39;e J"

. u j naturally preeent, ae it would be in any oo:mnuniet&#39;a__-"-&#39;-;_�= ~
8010012195» __ &#39;  S7_h07_&#39;_h_2]+!  4  4:�:-&#39;._ ;l_l�1

__ .

» The "Daily Uorker" ieene or April l, 1955»
_ and the "People&#39;e World" issue of April T, 1955: carried

&#39; articles relating to a review by John Steinbeck oi� . : .  .
Hatueowle �Pelee H&#39;itneee" which originally appeared  1?; .-.a
in the April 2nd inane or the �Saturday Review �f_&#39;~�; *
Libe:-ature." In the article ca tioned �Death of I .&#39;*  **

" "antioomnuniet hired informer. _ - � l ._ 2;, 7 e
i - ~~  _ 5., ; u

The fcIg§2i!¥;5i?£foz§ma1;&#39;P;1%1In �?.§&#39;§-�£1�-nit/1:/°55y�@a &#39;
ae a result or your request for an FBI tile check and ie &#39;
not to be oonetrued ae a clearance or a nonclearanoe of

�~.-»- ; 1 92 - ,.. . ~ .. = - -u - . . . . _ ~» &#39; - 92_ . __. . _ - _. e-__-1. &#39; &#39; &#39; � &#39; v6-, * - ~ , -_ - . .1 . _ -1- . . _ -

Note: This memo marked secret inasmuchwaa materia1T
in paragraph two from Qtate Department was so marked I; ;

&#39;- . on their oomm1.mieation&#39;information re Steinbeck/Q �
e furnished csxa on u/1/%u,_ ,ep �_|*&#39;  n , :¢_ h

&#39; &#39; . n : _ &#39; t 1&#39; - -- .7 . : , -. p . . _. - ~&#39; _ ~, &#39; - _ - __  _W-- 2 _
_  1 pr . .. _ .L, it

,, � . V 92- J _ - -_
. - 1 &#39; a.. &#39; &#39; &#39; � |

- £ ,0* :_ g
,, -. I.

1 , 9&#39; - , . .9&#39; � &#39; 1 *�.__f_&#39; _ &#39;1 &#39;1
&#39;- » � , _ -1 �_~- 1..--&#39;. _, v

e &#39; v_ - Q I -
/J� .92 �,, 5

� _._-H I�_&#39; . ... ..� "u
&#39; �&#39;5-" - &#39; .. � 1&#39; 5

_ -. .  4.

" -e. " &#39;_ V 7�
-5� - � e 1 &#39; &#39; - .
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= ~ -a-3&1

in
4.

Becket,� Steinbeck epeake with-eharah contempt� oi� the  -

- the Gomnnniet ?art1 line through all ite ohangee ll"  _. -*

92
92

._. -- .. 92 4&#39;- ..?&#39;J"�-
&#39;1&#39; _ the individual involved. This intonation ie furnished

-&#39;53-�p"":.=_,;.-&#39; _&#39; for your nee and ehould not he dieaeminateei outaicieeof  ; .,?-"_  J .
� x

recent yeare. the ehipe oi� the Aneriean Rerohent �,�-+_;;e-;%;==;�3,»»

&#39; ~ " educational department i_e reeponaihle for the eeleotion�A;?-J, �~*
or the booke. John steinbeol�e &#39;Grapee of Wrath� ie  r�-&#39;#~l=&#39;-";

.»

&#39; .. , Iouee Report Io. 1311 on page 101, it ie pointed _ont___ ,__I_;-_�_,_"_�_, N
&#39; that ".l&#39;he Iational llaritine Union oi� Lnerioa hae toad h_
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to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency ies!.

Pageisl withheld for the following reason s!:

For your infonnation; __. .

I%I�he following number is_to be deed for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXX
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� &#39; Icnrr mama0

F�

owever, the files of thie Bureau contai
following information: �

1� Steinbeck nae born at Salinae, California,
� February 29; 1902. He graduated from Salinae High School in

1918 and use a etudent at Stanford University for five yeare
but did not graduate. He aarried Carol Henning in 1930 and
use divorced from her in March, 1943- He married Gown Conger
on Farah 29, 1943, �nd Elaine Scott on December 28, 1950. �

Ede hoe been the author of a number of boots and was awarded n
�the Pulitzer prise in 1940. Jmong the books for which he ie
,noet noted are "Tortilla Flat," 1935; "Of Mice and Pen,� 193?} s

P;, "Grape: of froth," 1939; "The Noon Io Down," 194?; "Cannery 1
-~ f nkoz," 19d5; "The Iayward Bus," 194?: and �n Buoeian Journal,� Q
?&#39; n 1945. He was also emnloyed as a war correspondent and ae a .
* � writer for the ��ew Yer: Herald-Tribune" during 1943, 1944, 194? I

I_ .~.�L �nd  _ _ �,__;__ o �00 106224 &#39;2!

C

.-
��� A £&#39;peC¬6I Committee on En-Jaerican Activities 9}� tne&#39;=:"�"&#39;

United Staten House of ReP&#39;eeentatiuee, 95th Congress, publiehed
a report in 1939 captioned "Investigation oi Un-American
Propaganda Activities in the United States. On Page 1996 under
the heading of Ieetern Iritere Uongreee, information nae eet out ,
that during the Fall of 1936 a group of liberal and 00nmuniliiO ,
writers ieeued a call for a conference to be held in San Franciooé,
California, on Fovenber 13, 1936, union conference continued
throughout the following day. This report indicated that one of
the eponeore of this Qengreee was Jenn Steinbeck! ~

~ 92

92

information in �the past advieed in 1940 that John Steinbeck nae
one of the write attended the Ieetern Fritere Congreee in

1 ll   Former  _ I
_f~c§,;f&#39;§;&#39;_,:;�_: ____ �j£ c1,AS.,.,- "&#39; BY____L2� nzuuiwf . V  S:Y_;:�;4~;&#39;.-_-.i- ., �~� . g _ ~ raw -  " � � &#39; �&#39;§g§?��°-�P Y  --:ass1r1=#=1° u . 92- J41
&#39; "  &#39;  �&#39;=-." -Qn,,,___ Ll�!
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JURY ERIE? STIIFBECI

The testers Iritere Congress was described es a
eeeeunist front by the Special Coneittee on Uh-American Activities
in its report dated larch 29, 1944.

1 conf�ientiel infornant who has furnished reliable
infornotion in the past advised in 1944 that San Darcy was in
Russia in 193? and that Darcy had corresponded with Ella Iinter.
The informant stated that a letter from Darcy in larch, 193?�
indicated he was pleased to hear about?Eteinbect&#39;s new book. -
The informant stated Darcy connented that Steinbect could write
and with the education Elia: told you and our friends have been
giving his, he ought to ache the grads better than he did in his
early book.� the inforiant furnished no additional inforaatioa
to identify the Steinbeck nentioned and it is not known if this
person is identical with the subject of your inquiry. L!
hi hl confid ntial source� 00- 86 O-5 - @  g U The gfinee-H&#39;era1d,,"1a ¢§:1§ nezgspaggrzggblisned in

9, 1953, contained an article reflecting
that Herbert A. Philbrict before a United States Senate 1
Investigation Committee had ldmed Ella Iinter, the Australian
born wife of Donald Ogden Steeart, as one of twenty-three non
and women connuniets in �a*-"-&#39;-*~**- 3� ���� � ��" �*"-ssacnueettei aaitional IIJUTIUFIUI

concerning Ella Iinter Etemart was f » ed o cu on June 4,
1952, in the report of&#39;Speeial Agent which §7¢
I908 dated February 15&#39;; 195?. �Og_1861O__A J 222

A confidential informant who h�8�furni8hed reliable
information in the poet advised in 1941 that Samuel Adams Darcy
had stated in 1941 that he had traveled abroad in 1935 as he had
been elected by the Communist Party in the Un;ted States as a
representative to the fongrese of the donnunist International

i Inf r ant advised that Darcy had alsoheld in Fosoou, Ruse at _o s
eturned to on ° a roxinatel lay, 1937.

San Francieco,*
n ee on n� nor of the United

States House of Representatives, 83rd Congress, in a report
captioned "Investigation of Communist Activities in the Les lngeles
Area - Part 6" contains a statement of Roland Iilliaa Iibbee,
which he furnished to a staff member of the Connittee on June £5
1953. On fogs 2§29 and 2330 of the above-described report appears
information which Kibbee furnished in answer to the question,
&#39;?hat caused your disillusionment with the Communist Party?"
Xibbee stated "I can remember in my own case it even was involved
lore or lees with the theory of the Communist Party and not out-
side working in organizations. t Q Several sf the contradictions
that arose troubled no a great deal. O 0

-�~Cali_fornia,&#39; 61-6593-209!

Fashinaton, D. 6., on Boy
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JUHI IRIS? STFIIBIGI

QT renenber John Steinbeck uho wrote, I thought, I
nest effective novel about the agricultural markers in the
San Joaquin Valley, or, take It a step further, that the nan did
lore for then than anyone else. A notion picture nae nade of
the oeru sorry oitaation that existed there. I recall that
John Steinbeck was at odds with the Communist Party. I can&#39;t
sop just how. It was a question of hearing then attacked into
wort deplored and too bad he doesn&#39;t see the light, and so forth,
and these things troubled no a great deal. . ." In this state-
nent Iibbee admitted neabership in the �onnuniet Party for
approximately two years beginning in approximately 1937.
�1-rose-1975!

A pamphlet entitled �Their Blood Is Strong" by John
Steinbeck Ice published in April, 1938, by the Sinon J; Lubin
Society of California, Incorporated. The Simon J. Lubin aocietr
was "deeply appreciative of the cooperation received from the
San rroncieco news, who in October of 1936 published the seven
chapters that forn the bulk of this p�zphlcf; and especially
grateful to John Steinbeck for his permission to use this
In *"1=1~" �1-r559-2-999! .

the California C�nnittdd on U8-Jneric�� Activities
in its report published in I943 described the Simon J. Eubin
Society, Incorporated, as a communist front for California
agrarian penetration, which was organized in the Fall of 1936
by Unit 104 of the Profeosional Section o the Cannuaist Party.
 California Committee�l5l¬ report - p 86!�

On Page li� of the sane Calafornia Gannittee report
appears information furnished by Rena F. Yale. Vale advised that
the Southwest Unit of the Federal Theaters, which was cbnpbbdd of
communists, had corresponded with the Simon J; Lubin Society in
San Francisco, California, to obtain research naterial which that
organization had turned over to John Steinbeck for his book  then
unnamed! "Grapes of Frath" and which Steinbeck had returned.
She advised that when the material arrived ehe had examined it

carefully andjtand notes in handwriting signed by John Steinbeck,
Fhich appeared to be field notes on nigrato workers.California Committee Report, 1943, Pg. 148;? �

J pamphlet captioned "fritere rake Sides�
by the League of Anerican Writers, 381 4th Avenue,
Ken York, in Fay, 1936, and was described as being letters abort
the war in Spain from 418 American authors. On Page 56 of this
g�n��lci appeared a letter from John Steinbeck, the author of
Of Kid�! CBC! IFQB 8!-H3 T�ffill� F101.� �1_7551_2..57!

was published
Few Tori,

The "Daily 1orker,&#39; an east coast connunist newspaper,
on April 25, 1939, contained an article captioned "Hated Friters
Back fight for Art Projects." The article reflected that 38
prominent writers, including John Steinbeck, had nade public a
letter urging iupport of the Federal Arte {reject and indicated

03¢.
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J that the indioidaale uere acting ea their behalf&#39;ae tell as en
behalf of the League of dnerican Iritere. �1-7551-153 1 10!

; tn; !nni1y Iorker� of September 7, 193, contained an
article Qapfiq�dd &#39;U.S. Iritere League Ends Sooner Session in
South! The article reflected that a two-week eeseion for student
writers, which nae held under the auepioee of the League of

j lnerioan Fritere had just concluded. The article described the
? League of dnerican Iritere as a cultural nonpartisan organization

and indicated that one of the vice presidents of the organization
was John Steinbeck-

rhe League of.dnrioan Iritere has been designated by
the �tiorneu General of the United States pursuant to Erecutive

°&#39;d" 1°�5°&#39; �1-r559-667812! H
The records of the Department of State, State of

few fort, in 1941 reflected a certificate of incorporation nae
filed in 1939 for the League of American Iritere, Incorporated.

~*xJOhh Steinbeck, Route 1, Bo: 95D, Los Angeles, California, was one
of the directors who nae appointed to act until the firet annual
meeting of the corporation. �00_7322_5!

The "Loo Angclee fines," a daily newspaper published
in Loe Anaelea, California, on January 23, 1941, contained an
article which reflected that John Steinbeck of Lee Grates,
California, one one of the California directors of the League of
American Iritere, which organization was dedicated to the advance-
ment of peace and democracy an against fascism and reaction, ,/
�00-7322-26!

1 The report of the hearings before a Subcommittee of the
Connittee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate, Blot
Congress, on Page 1504 contained information attributed to "The

a tee York rinse" of January S1, 1939. The material nae an open
letter to the Government and people of the United States which

>*4 urged that the embargo against the Spanish Republic be lifted.
John Steinbeck appeared as one of the persons urging that the
Spanish embargo he lifted. The article ended with a coupon ohich
urged that all individuals fill out the coupon and forward it
to the Iaehington Connittee to Lift Spanish Embargo, Boon lO0,

P 1410 I Street, forthueet, Faehington, D. C. �21_33g73-357112!

1%�; as a connuniet front in the 1948 report of the California
E Coanittee on Un-American Activities.

L.2
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JUHI ERFST STBIIBEGI

In 1950 a confidential informant who has furnished
- reliable information in the past and who nae an admitted nenber
� of the Communist Party until 1945 advised that Carey Icfillians
; uas the author of the boot Efactories in the field" published in
5 1939, which Book was the foundation of John Steinbeci�e booi
3 captioned �UP�p8l of Irath-" The informant advised that when

this boot was published he had received infornation fro: t
~t Communist Party leaders that Nc�illians was under coneunist
1 disciplines ihe iefereant etated that this inforaction had a

great deal to do with the may the book was handled as well as
x 8teinbeek&#39;s book, because Icfillians at that time was supposedly
; mating a oonnunist of Steinbeck.  Lguig Baden?� ¢0n¢ea1ed 400;

100-998-77! ,,_ lé _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __
I confidential informant who has fU?ni8h0G reliable

information in the past advised in 1940 that the Coenittee to
Aid Agricultural Porters was organized under the leadership of

e John Steinbeck, the author of "Grapes of Frath}&#39;and that
&#39; dteinbech ace ehairean of the Geenitteee The infereant stated
E that the Committee had the supoort of zany pfoinent people in

California and that in the infornant&#39;s opinion, they are all
1 people who had been actiue.in behalf of communist united front

I

A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the cast advised in 1941 that the name of John
Steinbeck, Route l, Bo: 95D, Les Grates, California, appeared in

=%? the active indieee sf the �ctional Federation for Constitutional
Liberties. -100-1170-49! i i i

A representative of another Government agency advised in
_ ;1944 that various pieces of literature published in Russia,
92 &#39;inc1uding daily newspapers from Moscow, Russia, had arrived in the

, United States during 1942 and part of 1943. The informant advised
�. that some of this material ens addressed to John Steinbeck in care

	 oi Elisabeth R. Otis, 18 East 41st Street, Hem York, New York.
ls o� our; es=1sr4=eo9! N �

L G I/nited States Office of Censorship advised by
letter dated July 4, 1944, that John Steinbeck, 1e East 41st

xi Street, Hem fort Cit�, had received the February 12, pear not
92 given, issue of the Hoscow.Kems," a newspaper published in

Russia. �5-49005-51!

|"/ orgeni:-ati one � 100-3-23-I6!

ta�??? &#39; The report/of the Special Committee on Un-American
Z;§;_§ Activities of the United States House of Representatives,
�LL55--4_&#39; 92. .;

3 _&#39;.92�;-1 �.1;
: _&#39;., _, .1,
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JOE] SEES? STEIIBECI

publtehed en lurch 29, 1944, and captioned Qlnveettgatien ef
0n�Anericnn Propaganda lctivitiel In the United 8tatee&#39; ll

101 contained the fblleutngx Frhe Iuttenai laritine Hate:
Phge
ef.Anerieo, . . . hue teed the Ceaauaiei Party line through I11
tie ehangee in recent genre. �?-407-424!

�These ehtne of the American Ierehant lbrile are being
ht! at eeaeuowlted with Itbrcriee fer the eeanen to read u e 0 0

John Steinbeck�; "Grape: ef Irnth" te natuzully present, oe it
would be is any Cennnniete&#39; eelection. . .
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ehed reliable
that the Jaerican -

OO�H¢B§¢� Reading

rna

infornation in the past advised in lap,
Youth for �enoeracv in e liet captioned
Liet for J.T.D.� contained the boot entitled "The loan io Donn�
op John Steinbeck. -gas Broad Street, Newark, N.J.; 61-???-

-60 E3 ! The eeeriean loath for Qeeocrecy nae eeen deeignated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Kzecutive Order 10450-

; A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
T information in the poet aduieed in i945 that letters had been

prepared to be lent to John Steinbeck, among others, requesting
that he prepare a teetinonial to the valiant Spanish ezilee and
the more of the Joint 1nti�Ibscist Refugee Connittes. The letter
requeeted a ?5eword etateeent be prepared to be node a part ef 5
leaflet and with an attached photograph it was hoped that such
otatewente would enlist the uideat possible mass support for the

cw=z>oio�-  Highly confidential sozr ce; 100-7061-923!

The Joint �nti-fascist Refugee Committee has been
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pureuant "
to Executive Crder 10450-

! A eenjidential infereaet eho hae jareiehed reliable
infornation in the past advised in April, 1946, that the lational
Council of American-Soviet Friendehip woo planning to give a

1 reception on Hay 5; 1946; in New York City in honor of three
;vieiting Sooiet literary jdgureo. The informant advised that one

o e indicated to receive nuitation to the reception:0] the pers n Z Z Z

_uae John Steinbeck, the novelist. 109_146954_795!
52,514.

The Iational Council of Anerican-Soviet friendship has
Quinn efnlfnrlrvknri In: £111 I-lrienrnnn flnnnelnf AP irha �nfizpri .¬&#39;-in-innIvwwvv -vv-5----u &#39;3 --W .-.v¢v- -".8 ..--en...-.-. �J --no v--¢ we.� ~&#39;¢-@-

pursuant to Frecutive Order 10450-

I "the Fem York fines" on February 21, 1946; contained on
article reflecting the formation of a cooperative publishing con-
cern under the nane of the Associated lagazine Contributors,

/
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JOEY FEES? STFIIBKCI

Incorporated. fie article set forth the initial iiet if iiner-
contributors, which included the none of John Steinbeck.
�23-11674-13! o

The 1948 report of the California Committee on
En-Aeerieaa Aetivitiee reflected that in lddition te completely
ccnnuniet&#39;oontrolled and dominated publications there nae also
a long liet of Trade Union, racial, ninoritu, liberal and epecial
interests publications into which conavniste had infiltrated.
The report reflected that the connvniot influence was established
through even news eeroicee as the ieeociated iagazine Gontribvtori,
Incorporatediand others. �00_15253_39 - pg 39! _ 1 �

J
lo Io coast

ccnnuniet newspaper, pab ieaed an article eaptionea "Ioand �eviets
Eager for Peace, Capo, Steinbeck Tell Trio Forum.� This article
indicated that Capo read a Joint report ¢&#39;byf himself and John
Steinbeck at the Herald Tribune Forum. This report purportedly
stated that the Russian people were destroyed and hurt much more
than any others that they, Capo and 5teinbeck,nod eeen during their
many pears on the battle fields. The report further indicated
that the Rveeian aassee would strongly approve the halt of the
"vicious and ineane games" of recrinination between Russia and
the Re�t It nae indicated that the Qaeeiane eere partiealarla
interested in hearing about "the persecution of liberals" in
America. �00-195934!

The �Daily Ioreerf on April 16, 1948� contained a book
review of John Steinback&#39;s "A Rueeian Journal," which nae
described as being a book containing photographs by Robert Capo,
which had been published by the Viking Press in Few York, �ew fort.
The article reflected "John Steinbeck e warn sympathy for people,
ac evidenced in hie ie Bastian Journal,�  pabliehea today! te the
one positive feature of an account of a visit to the Soviet Union
which ie otherwise overrun with frivolous provincialien and a coy
dieinclination to face political realitieli . 0 -
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JOEY IRIS? STIIIBECI ,

&#39;Ihat is one to sop of e nriter ts anon the distinctive
characteristic o{.Anerican capitalist society is that it provides
a gouernnent of checks and balances&#39;?_-Or of the laioete which
has it that &#39;our government is designed to keep anyone fro:
netting too each power er, having got it. fro; looping it�? .end,
�me agreed,� Steinbeck writes solennly, �that this antes our
country junction more slowly, but that it certainly notes it
function more surely...�

"One could go on quoting Steinbeck, but what fer?
A Russian Journal is nuch more enlightening about the hind of
culture which develops such intellectual Sad Sactery than about
�kl 8QU"8t Ult�looo

The "Isa Leader,� a weekly agasine, on August 21�
1948, contained an article captioned WSteinbeck Sans Irath,
which was a boot review of FA Russian Journalf which was uritten
by Steinbeck and contained pictures by Robert Capa. fhe article
reflected that Y�r. Steinbeck has joined the fraternity of vodka
visitors. For three weeks he toured the Soviet Union under the

subtle guidance of FOIS, the government agency for �cultural
liaieon,&#39;...&#39; The article reflected he had attended the
"celebration of the 800th anniversary of Moscow with Louis
Araoon, the French Stalinist writer" and had visited the country
hone of "such Soviet nillionaires as Alexander Iorneichuk - and
concludes that the Russians have plenty to eat; he even states
that the quality of Russian clothing inproued during the fen
weeks he spent in Russia...�

The article further reflected �most startling, nerhaps,
is Steinbeck &#39;s own attitude toward the Soviet Union. His book
is full of that Ioestler would call false equations. Ihen Capo
is 8i0�p8d from taking pictures at a lend-leased tractor plant
in Stalingrad, Steinbeck reminds as that foreigners nay not
photograph Oat Ridge either. In his mind &#39;Hosco|oitis&#39; and
&#39;Iashingtonitis&#39; cancel each other out. Ihen he admits that the
collective farm he nae shown put on a big show for hin, he insists
that �any Kansas farmer� would do the sane for his guests...

@Steinbect used to be known as o nan with a strong
social conscience. The Drapes of I&#39;rath&#39;and Tortilla Flat&#39;were full
of righteous moral indignation about social and economic injustice.
In&#39;The Noon is Domn&#39;8teinbeck nude a heated if eoncmhat pedestrian
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JOEY ERNST STEIIBICI

attack en totalitarian aggression and conquest. fhoee Iere the
doye when Steinbeck could be counted upon to etond up and wield
hie pen in behalf of denocracy and freedoa. Iuen today had he
gone to Spain or China, he Iould eurelp not have cone book to
Irite a boot in order to demonstrate that the &#39;Chineee people
want good lioee and comfort� or that &#39;the Spaniards like peace.� &#39;

A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the pant advised in 1948 that the firm of Iorld
Video, Incorporated, nae chartered in low fort State en
December 18, 194?, and that the fir: prepdred t e I pro
The officers of the jdrn include John Steinbe

ietant vice president

�GI81 QPOIIQ
eat

g�.

oi

and Robert

U,

I the Vxew York Herold-Tribune" of {by 18, 1948, con-
tained an article captioned �Fo:en&#39;c Rally in Roe Hears Russia
Praised.� The article,_Uhich was datelined Rome, Fog 1?; &#39;92
reflected that the meeting mus that of the Democratic Ionen e
International Federation,whooe ail was to fight-Flnerican,
British and French iaperioliete and DCPIOHQBTUQ The article

reflected that the chief American delegate, Ire. Inriel Draper,
chairman of the women e section of the American Iational
Committee for American-Soviet Iricndehip nentioned eeoeral per-
oone converted to the camp of mar and antir$ooietien,&#39; which
included John Steinbeck.

TheFLoe Angelo: Examiner," a daily nenepanor published
in Loo Angelec, California, on June ll, 1948, contained an
article reflecting that Ring Lardner, Jr., had eigned a contract
with John Steinbeck and others to write a film oereion of
Steinbeck�: story "Pastures of Heaven." The article reflected
this was the first Hollywood employment given "any of the
&#39;un-friendly ten� since their refusal to answer the Convuniot
question in Iaehington loot fall." �0Q_g95585_1l! I

5 The W�ailp Iorker" on April 1, 1955, contained an
article captioned "John Steinbeck Takes a Loot at Notneow and
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JOHN KRIS? STETIBECK

�Death of a locket.� &#39; The article was a revise of an article
by Steinbeck which appeared in the April 2, 1955, issue of
"Saturday Review.� The article reflected that Steinbect&#39;s
article captioned 9Death&#39;qf a Racket� I68 based on the boot
Vfalse Iitness&#39; written by Harvey latusoe. Steinbact&#39;s article
reportedly stated: -

"The latasow testimony to anyone who will listen places
a bouquet of forget-as-note on the grave of IcCarthy. The
ridiculousness of the whole series of investigations now becoaes
apparent, even to what a friend of&#39;uine used to call peanut-
nunchers. latasov Jill have a nuch greater effect than he knos.
that follows cannot be worse and nay be better. It will surely
be funny.�

!he"Dai1y Iorter&#39; article continues, !It is impossible
not to be aooed by this hind of statement of an angered scorn _
which, if the record is to be kept straight, itself participated
in, and helped to create, that very climate, those sane �minds
of the tine� as Steinbeck puts it, &#39;when certain basic nonsense
was allowed to pass unnoticed.� For Steinbeck was taken in ton
by the Cold Iar leadership to such an extent that he did not
scruple even to lend the authority of his literary achievement to
State Department broadcasts in fascist Spain, Italy, Vienna, etc.

I�

The article continued "Steinbeck&#39;s contempt for the
&#39;certain basic nonsense� which was believed under the influence
of the Cold Iar hysteria does not lead him to a rejection of the
Big Lie about the working-class Communist Party. as still says
that the Communists approve of &#39;thec1inate of disunity and sas-
picion which has haunted as for the last fen years,� and that
Communists �mould each rather keep the investigations going with
their harvest of fear and disruption.&#39; . . . It suffices that
John Steinbeck has expressed sentiments which a literary artist
with a sense of responsibility for his nation cannot long silence
Iitké�f Cf�lhihg H18 ��llhi. e 0&#39; �Q0_374985_A!

for

may desire to
of the United

The

additional information concerning Steinbeck you
contact the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence,
States Army and the Department of State.

above infornation is furnished to you as a result
of your request for a nane check and should not be construed as a
clearance or nonclearance of captioned individual. The information
is furnished for your use and should not be disseni��icd outside
of your agency. �
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JOHN sense srsruseor

NOTE:

Steinbeck never investigated by Bureau. Steinbeck
sent letter to Attorney General Biddle in 1942 which contained
"Do you suppose you could ask Edgar&#39;s boys to stop stepping on
my heels? They think I&#39;m an enemy alien. Its getting tiresome.
The AG was advised on 5/21/E2 that Steinbeck was not being and
had never been investigated.

{he Attorney General�: office/telephonically requested
the Bareaa s file on Steinbeck on 10_2? 42 and was advised only
information available was two pamphlets. G-2 investigated
Steinbeck in 1943 a?d it was recommended Steinbeck not be given
Army Commission. 100-106224  QQ!! �r 9"-92 Lr. I-.92 _&#39;-nfij -
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�Must we welcome murderers to our company to please

rnnsn mews:  so

i" Stel_nbeck�s
r ~�eJ-92�w-1&#39;54.-1

L I&#39;llI92�l§B l�U
5 B; 1.-toner-: E. sosolsxri�--� &#39;-=*l-*-~-

IOHlé&#39;I&#39;EINBECK, who writes novels and thinis, has
comp e a t of those who could not enter the

United States under its present laws. He says that it h
not 1 joke and, of course, as it is published in the �arti-
dite �Saturday Review," it cannot possibly be a joke, but
it does seem to be a futile occupation for so noble 8
mind. After all, every country determines who is to be
admitted to it, just as every well-ordered household
decides what kind of persons it wants to invite to
dinner.&#39; S. ,

I shall take the first five names on Steinbeck�: list
as an example of his thinking and because the entire
list would add nothing to the reader&#39;s knowledge, ex-
cept perhaps to wonder at Steinbeck&#39;s logic:  _
�- "mum canton.�  .~r   - J-_  -
I &#39; ADAM Morel; - l _ ; &#39; &#39;1 - &#39;
�- G.l.I..92i . Hordes _,. -- -a,_�, ""

. norm _ T A1coholism,crueity to ammo�
SAUL = Assault with intent to kill .

DAVID p Revolution� _. &#39; &#39; A ".

Oi course, John Steinbeck has a perfect tn_

1
. 1

. _, &#39;-.._4_-;--__&#39; ,� -.,._._».
JAL _ Iv _77 �-7-: ___ �_ �F _{T_W V_!_*_ L� ..-__._,_t_:__i 7 -i��----J.-p-|n=:,_7  1 1&#39;� " ��" "s

I» . . I .4 - "

0-ll in". 0-1-sci 0 O
/ � _. . _ - - e _. .-.___,.-o-_frr  by

�¬ E. . _ -.. I� K I d 1
J

Toiaon
choi &#39;

OO.&#39;l&#39;Ii --7,4-�

Mohr

Parsons A
&#39;D----
HDDUII _-ii

Tumm__.........i
Trotter _i.__

Noose __..-_-
Tole. Room i

I-ioilomon A

Gdndy

WW� cm.

am nrrorourros conra�
I�iiim IS URCLASSIFIEQ
ntcner wanna snows

0&#39;1�!-$9715-I ..e "�"

understand the book of Genesis, in the Bible, as in. | 1110-] 0 L. &#39;~ < 1/- /i. -
chooses, in whatever language he has learned to read:
it. However, if he accepts the theories of the Hebrews ma 1
the subject of Adam, -that progenitor of the human;
race bears no moral stigma, except the Fail which made ,
us humans instead of angels, seraphimand other d.is- I

.» 6� I-

u&#39;6?"&#39;nEEE>&#39;§&#39;oé3""
46.1uN 12 i857

embodied spirits. so, Steinbeck�s trouble is not this "�""" "-""&#39; ""�&#39;
he does not understand a Semitic folk-tale�, butitlg
mystical meaning is beyond him altogether.  i

As for Cain, naturally we should keep him out. A
man who kills his brother is undesirable in any society.
Would Steinbeck have him admitted? Would he build

an arch of triumph for him? I saw a preview of Leo
McCa.rey&#39;s picture, "An Affair to Remember,� and I
could not help thinking that these are perfectly normal,
healthy human beings=noti&#39;iing dirt}; smut a one � ,
them. Does John Steinbeck object to such� a picture�! �,

Steinbeck?__ ,_  I , _.-_ ,- ;;<z».j_&#39;;;. , -

Teaches Respect for Parents 1*�-Yjyilv
T _  next objectionable chem � ter is  who
-the Ark. The story of Noah is particularly signi�cant
in Hebrew folklore because it teachesirespect for par-

Ients. Noah liked his wine and he lay asleep, uncovered
end miprpperly exposed. Shem covered the ole, 9.!
ibis father with respectful delicacy. Perhaps Steinbeck
.4098 not, in this age�of_sophistica_te_d  mm
�the beauti of this tale, or even know of it."63JJN{g?;&#39; _   _    . qg

Wash. Post and

Times Herald

Wash. News

Wash. Std:

N. Y. Herald

Tribune

N. Y. Journal-L
American

N. Y. Mirror

N. Y. Dolly News ____

p N. Y. Times

Daily Worker

The Worker .._.i-----

New Lender
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So we cometoisaul, having skipped -ave:-__many" 1 &#39;
Bibiieai-characters that Steinbeck might _havefu_sed
it he knew oi� them, {or instance; Lot and his wli&#39;e, and
all the progenitors of the Semitic peoples who were
polygamists and each had several wives which was not
prohibited by local law or custom. Saul was a king at a
time when kings ruled autocraticaliy and when a king
had power or liie and death over his subjects. The
Hebrews, however, had a control over the kings. namely
that there were prophets, holy men who were regarded
by the people as being the voice oi God. Saul was
bawled out by a prophet when his conduct became
too oppressive. Alter all, if we admitted King Baud, I.
descendant oi� Ishmael, probably way back en Edomlte,
and housed him in Blair House as a guest of the nation,
we would surely have admitted Saul. The precedents
are against Steinbeck. Also we aclmitt-ed_Halle Selassie
of Ethiopia, s. descendant oi� David_by wayo! Solo n
a the Queen oi Sheba. _ -x p ;_;  � . 7

No, he objects to David" as a revolutlonlst, w h
vid was not at all because he was obeying the

0 God, which cannot be said of Lenin 0 Trotsky who
denied God. David killed Goliath and saved his people
which was a very proper thing to do then as now.
Thereupon David and the Kingfs son, Jon_athan,Abe-
came pals. But it was the Lord&#39;s intent that David
should rule and it is so clearly stated. And one reason
was that David was a very holy man who wrote many
psalms, some of which have come down to us to this
day and which are read at all Jewish and�hristisn
religious services.» -- ,  -

, It is perfectly clear that of John Steinbeck�: first
five, tour could have come into the United States and
would have been received either by President Eisen-
hower or John Foster Dulles. The filth,-who killed his
brother Steinbeck can keep tor himself. -- ~.

�cqgnpa I851. lllg In-Urn lrali-call. Ian. -_ �&#39;3 27 Q: Ty�; -&#39; 1&#39;
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r�hal�0e8._It rr
-l toms rtnrnncx. .who
writes novels and things, has
�compiled a list of those who
�could not enter the United

States under .

its =5-�;_~-._f ..
laws. He says 3 - &#39;-;_-1 -"
thatitisnot� --
a joke and of
Q01-1.l&#39;SB,l.lili8f_V
pu hlished in ._I
the erudite�-
�S aturday -  &#39;

Review," i_t
�cannot poss1-  .
his be a ioke. I -"&#39;- -1 &#39;-

-1�?-§e�-.-°e?.�l .8--1-I
Iutile occupation for so noble

-e�

in mind. After all, every coun -
try determines who is to be

-Jdrnittecl to it, just as ever?
well-ordered household de-
cides what kind oi persons
,-it wants to invite to dinner. -
_ I shall take the first �ve
jmunes on Steinbeck�: list as
-an example oi� bis thinking
�and because the entire� list
would add nothing to the
reader&#39;s knowledge, except
maps to wonder at Stein-

_ �s logic; i _
.� e..._.

�Name
5&#39;11!"

&#39; Cain

Charge� &#39; r

alorais p
92l�.__J e.-JYIHIQUI - .

§Noah
V sun�

Alcoholism. cruel-
ty to animals

Assault with in-
tent to kill

Revolution"* - David

l or course, John Steinbeck
bu a perfect right to under-
stand the book or Genesis,
in the Bible, as he chooses,
in whatever language he has
learned to read it. However.
if he accepts the theories of
the Hebrews on the subject
of Adam, that progenitor of
the human race bears no
moral stigma, except the fall
wh�h made us humans in-
ste o angels, seraphim and
Iv� or &#39; �

. e ,.1- .. _ ;  -._.._,.&#39;._""-.92_&#39;__-�.:|_.&#39;§&#39;_.,,_
_.- .i&#39;_� &#39;_l¢_ __&#39;; 1- _.

cs-

other disembodied spirits So,&#39;
Stelnbecki trouble "Ia not�
that he does not understand

a Semitic lolk-tale, but its

mystical meaning-ls -beyond

him altogether." -�.__-._O

as FOR cam, nituraily
e should keep 1:-he out. a

rnen who 11.11.15 hie brother is
undesirable In any locie .would Steinbeck have
admitted? Would he build an
arch of triumph for him�!
_ His next objectionable char-
acter is Noah, who_bhiit the
;92rk._ The story ofsloah is
particularly signi�can -in He-
brew tolkiore because._ it
teaches respect for parents
Noah liked his wine and he
lay asleep, uncovered and im-
properly exposed. 5he;n cow-�

&#39;*=$&#39;1&#39;é&#39;_nf.�"-- �a �L-?"�F$.�&#39;!�=74.&#39;5&#39;§ P911998
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�ea Edomite, and housed one
in Blair House as a gnestyelj
the Nation. we would
have admitted Saul. :  1�

-sow, 1-.� 1-1 " _t."B..ie�as- a revol,uti?:si, which}
David was not at all because &#39;
he was obeying the will cl-
God, which cannot be saidnl
Lenin or &#39;I_�rotsh;_1, who denied
 M, . s&#39;- - ; &#39; . 2

It is perfectly clear that ot
John Stetnbeckh first live,-
four could have come into the
United States and would have;
been received either |:r§nPreai-3
dent Eisenhower or Jo Yos-&#39;.

ter Dulles. The thaw
killed his brother, S
cankeep Io:-himsel£_. ...

- J�oorrlgt. 1ss1.lmsrnuas- -
_ �elem. I.ne.l..__. . .� .

ered the shame oi his father  ""�"""&#39; W � l&#39;"� "�_"� "*":"%�"=
with respectful delicacy. Per-
haps Steinbeck does not. in
this age of sophisticated ll-_
norance, irasp the beauty oi -
this tale, or even know of it.-
So we come to Saul, ham .

skipped over many Bib
characters that Steinbeck
might have used if he knewr
oi them for instance, Lot and
we wire, and all the progeni-
hora of the Semitic peoples]
who were polygamists and:
each had several wives which ;
was not prohibited by local�
law or custom. Saul was a king
at a time when kings ruled}
autocratically and when ae
king had power of lite and
death over his subjects. The
Hebrews. however, had a con-
trol over the kings. namely.
that there were prophets,-.
holy men who were regarded�,
"by the people I! Mina the
voice of God. Saul was bawledl
out by a prophet when his 1
conduct became too oppres-
sive. After 1%, if we adngitt-ed
King Saud, descendant of
Ishmael, probably m�wi.
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laid in the fictitious town of New Baytown, New York, and concerns the
problems of a young grocery store clerk whose family had at one time been

- among the leaders of the community. The book is written in the first-person
as though being told by the "hero. " At the beginning of the book he describes
various persons of the town including one Stonewall Jackson Smith, the Chief

_ of Police, whom he characterizes as being of above average intelligence forl the town and who "even took the FBI training at Washington, D. C." /
/1

Later in the story, just a weekend before the local elections,""
the Grand Jury indicts the city manager and other high officials for corruption,
etc. Immediately Drior to the announcement of the indictments, Chief "Stoney"
Smith had made a trip to the State Capitol and in a subsequent conversation
between the Chief and the grocer clerk, in which the  Thief is clearly suffering
from a guilty conscience, it becomes evident that he has been excluded from
the indictments because he chose to "turn state&#39;s.evidence, " so to speak,

and furnish information against the other town officials. /, .-- /£9  J/�� f
38 i --__OBSERVATION . 0 REC� --��-���- gr-L3. :3 sap 211961

While Steinbeck does not belabor the fact that_the_,,Chief ofdldice
is FBI trained, nevertheiess a careful reader cannot fail to recall the reference
in the initial introduction to the Chief when his behavior concerning the indict-
ments comes up. �

3¬CE,&#39;;t£  in
By contrast, Steinbeclds ref*;=ences to 5;  Departmentinvestigator who appears in the story inves§iga&#39;ting§i.I~n;.}.i,1l,ei,s-.1 entry into the

United States of one of the townspeople are of the 11 ghesIt&#39;&liber. &#39;

W  For information; A f   &#39;!ri/; .
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A review of FBI files reveals the folloviu� e �A
information which my pertain to captioned individ . _

Enclosed is a co of on article appear! on. i
fire of the �Worker� �dveek edition dated Ocgber 29 I

9 , captioned �Steinbeck in Roscoe Impressed by i&#39;rogren:&#39; ~
The �Worker� is an East Coat cooumnist publication.

Your attention is directed to the r@11o§i=&#39;g}q$orzi
and nemormda which have been sent to your agency;

r,.
:19�!

1. §cmo1&#39;andun dated April 12 1951 1 ned

4. Repor &#39; &#39; 64, at New York,
by SA captioned �husky s
Goioa s ng mp . 1 - -

�00�106224-10 65-34794-239, 105-81470-7&#39;, &#39;_ . ~ , .i5m1°,u"~ 100-395232-2765. . -1�. _ <<°.92 &#39;-

Request Received-2-27-64

Ln ilh Inendalionl nor com: luuianl oi tho FBI. It in the P!°P°1�W &#39;3!
E F51 �:::�|.:°I?::no; :1: yo-ttrr &#39;::::=y; it and ll: content; are not to be dlllrlb�ie� O92192I1d9 7°"Iuqoncy. Th in 1l92u1-mwor in your roquonl for ct check of FBI ilill.

� X &#39;

$5 mm-.-zunw eon»-I5 J{ iitp
2.,    1     My

K

John Ernst Steinbeck� mi: Aprilcilgf 3951.  -"

$4 " M ow 24-  W
t 8 1 0 a an =ork Divigi S P §, on sent August 1, 1959.

¢ a. liemoranduza 261960 mg», Illinois,
. . captioned Interno1- 1--

Security-P sen tine , .  1 "
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Trotter i
Tale. Heel: _i
Holmes i.FROM 1 7/
Gently i

M. . 039/y um immune: corr.92r$ JG IEREIH IS uncmssrrlih, pr-431 * �U.
SUBJECT; JOHN ERNST STEINBECK ECEPIIBEBESKOIF � {"*-" 3 &#39;5

umlmm _iJv&#39;1*F-°1"�55U�»-"7° 3&#39;
on I |L 1 ..

In response to Mr. Tolson&#39;s request, the following data is being
set out as a result of a check of our �les on captioned individual.

. /,/IV!� £K?&#39;=&#39;-57.-� u/ ll-£�;�&#39;J }AZ-"&#39;""&#39;�/K� &#39; My¢5@inb@¢k&#39;@?b°m at .%14P%S,..9elif9r;�a, on Febwa-rsn?&#39;{i .-
___19Q2L__He was a student at Stanford University for �ve years but did not graduate.

He married Carol Henning in 19 30 and was divorced from her in March, 1943. He, ,_
married Gwyn Conger on March 29, 1943, and Elaine Scott on December 28, 1951].?
He has been the author of a number of hooks and was awarded the Pulitzer prize | "
in 1940. He was also employed as a war correspondent and as a writer ior the _
"New York Herald Tribune" during 1943, 1944, 1947 and 1948. &#39;

Although he has never been investigated by the FBI, he wrote
Attorney General Biddle in May, 1942, as follows: "Do you suppose you could
ask Edgar&#39;s boys to stop stepping on my heels ? They think I am an enemy �en.
It is getting tiresome. " 2;: 3 &#39;

Army Intelligence  G� 2! investigated Steinbeck during 19,43 to�?
determine suitability to hold commission in Army, but was recommended u av
ably. Carol Steinbeck  �rst wife, divorced 1943!, registered as a Communist
California in 1938 to see reaction it would cause. Steinbeck opposed hi.s1wif§_&#39;s
action, and he was registered as a Democrat.  �?¢_,- Q,"-j

Steinbeck reportedly associated with communists during early days
&#39; 0. s -aritings, 1938! 1941, to gather material for we-ks but was not interested in

advancing the cause of the Party. Many oi his writings, including "Grapes of
Wrath, " 19 39, were about poverty-stricken migrant workers and portrayed the
sordid side of American life. Due to the nature of his writings they were translated

into foreign languages and widely distributed by enemies of the United States
 both Nazis and Soviets!, as examples of liie in the United States even though the
communists were reportedly at odds with him as they did not feel he adequately

portrayed American communists.or life  lmssia. _ . &#39; 1 I I 2
. R--&#39; - = - ,-�-

1 -Mr. Tolson 1 - Mr. I;eLoach /¬d"&#39; /5.} "1" 7-"p~ /"&#39;2

9?PJ¬I5�:j01?¢�£;/:5. V g -  &#39;9 _JUL23-311955
.5OI!UL2819B  mm QB 92/
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach vi�
RE: JOHN ERNST STEINBECK &#39;

He has �men connected to a limted extent with various organizations
and publications that have been cited by the Department, the House Committee on
Un-American Activities or state legislative committees during the period 1936-1946.
Some of these organizations included the following: the Western Writers Congress
�936!; the League oi American Writers �939!; the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties �941! and the Simon T. Lubin Society, Inc. �938!. In
1938, he organized and served as chairman of the John Steinbeck Committee
to Aid Agricultural Workers which was widely supported by communists. Among
Communist Party members reportedly attempting to make a communist out oi
Steinbeck �937-1940! were Ella Winter, California Communist Party functionary,
and Carey Mcwilliams described by Budenz as under communist discipline.

�00-115040!

The "New York Herald Tribune" oi May 18, 1948, contained an
article concerning a meeting in Rome, Italy, of the Democratic Women&#39;s Inter-
national Federation whose aim was to fight "American, British and French imperi-

_1~_1._ _.__I ____.__-____.___ II A1. J.�l_I- ..-__J.:_..... 1&#39;...1..... |:u..:_.1.._..I- ....... .....!.-.&#39;|:..&#39;l-- ....-:4-:..:.-...-�I .-..-.
HHSL5 El-HQ 92Vi:LI&#39;.lI1DIlgBI�S. " ILL E1115 IIIBBLIIIQ, JUIIII DLBLIIUBC-IS W215 pLlUJ.1lJ1y UJ.&#39;1L.I.l.J1Z-UL! db

one of several persons who had been converted to "the camp of war and anti-�wiiism. "

The 4-1-55 issue of the �Daily Worker" contained a review of an
article Steinbeck had prepared concerning the book, "False Witness, " written by

Harvey Matusow in which Steinbeck criticized Matusow&#39;s testimony. The "Daily
Worker" article was critical of Steinbeck on this occasion because he had asserted thal

the communists were also responsible for the climate of disunity and suspicion
J-1..-Q1�.---L,�--I» �kn --1-c-,1;-I -I-.-Q:--as 4-�L:-_ -�A-9:4-Isl
Llll. UUEIIUUL I-LIU WU1 LU Ul-ll. 111-Q L11-lb PU1lUu-

In 1959, a reliable source advised the FBI that John Steinbeck was on
the mailing list of the Japan Council Against Atomic a.nd Hydrogen Bombs. Another
reliable source has described this organization as a commtmist-in�ltrated
organization in Japan. - �

In April 1964 a reliable source advised the FBI that on March 12l I I

, John Ernest Steinbeck had received the sum of $426 as an authoris tee from

oviet publication, "Novyi Mir." �2-5-19610!
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall

The files or tee Ioentizieation Division were checked
and found to contain no addition� pertinent data concerning the above
individuals.

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the
Attorney General.

Sincerely �yours,

1

, v
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John� Ernst Etei - has never been the subject of i:.ve:.ti- ztion92_ __ ___ __ ___ _ 92-7

� &#39; � ck was born atI-..:.r. .1. i  §??;-i-.1;;§tiQ=11itf.ersie, Q5&#39;l.F_~e.b:_§3;§-&#39;,[_2PL
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u ayl 92- an LJI-4-.Ll-A-92J¢924 92.!l~l-IL-J. n-/LL, LU-L J-LVB J�,-.1.! p4-L K,-.2-Q Livy

L2?-Z�I�1S£; Carol Eierming in 1923 and vats divorced 1�;-0.11 12;: in

He 11.2.rried G&#39;::§,-n Conger on I. �arch 23, 1943, and Liaise £.&#39;:c~tt
e. I-Ie

on _&#39; gee: lzer 23, H50. He has been the author oi a. nuinber of be-;-;s an-_ v.":.s
:.:-41*.-rl the I��.;Lit:er prize in 1945�. He was also employed as a "war cerrezt :1�:-2�:-

:-.:l as a writer for the "New York I-Zerald Tribune" during 19-=13, 1�.&#39;.»L-".-, 1:; =1�?
9  a I--_� _�-&#39;



z

I !
L

. I -

 C  Q �__-

51¢

&#39;
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&#39; was published in Izpril, 1933, by the fgimoli J. Lubin Society oi Caliz.-�or:-.i&#39;.:,
I.lCOI�-.�QO1�l1t¬ti  EJLSUI!. This pamphlet consisted oi material which tteinbeel; had
pa�;-lisnes elsezvhere and which has been reprinted in pamphlet form with ..;tein1;ecl:&#39;s
perznission. The California Committee on Un-American Activities  CCUA! in its
regort publishecl in 1943 oescribed the EJLSCI as a communist front for California

a;r;..rian penetratioru

A pamphlet captioned "V.-&#39;ritcrs Take ;5ides" was publisheiz by the
A- League of l-�lnierican la�-friters  LAW!, New York, how York, in May, 195$, and was

oe.-eribeo as containing letters about the war in Eipain from 418 I-uuerican authors.
On l"�a§,&#39;e 56 oi this pamphlet there up-pea;-ecl 2 letter from John itoinbeelt. The
"1;-nily �92-".or1;er," an East coast communist new.-spa-oer, on April 25, 1949, contained

a letter urging support oi the Eeoeral Arts Project an-.;i irriieaing that the inoivittnals
were acting on their behalf as well as 0:; the behalf of the .<._:-.�.&#39;-&#39;.<�. &#39;1&#39; he article noted ti:
one of the vice presidents oi the organization was John Eteiubccli.

The records oi the Department oi State, State of Near Yorl~;, in 1941
reflected a certi�cate oi incorporation was filed in 1933 for the I_»r&#39;-Q3�. John
iiteizibecic, oi Les ltngeles, California, was one of the -iireetors who was appoizited tc
act until the �rst annual meeting oi the corporation.

Tne LAW has been cited as subversive pursuant to Executive
Order 10-150. -. ,- ~

The report oi the hearings before a subcommittee of the Co;-nrr~ittee
on Foreign I-T.el:~.tio&#39;ns oi the United Ltates Senate, 81st Congress, on Page 15-Ge,
eo=~.&.i:1e-u information attributed to "The New York Times" oi January 31, 191:9,
which consisted oi an open letter urging that the embargo against L�-921:1 be liited.
J oi-in Lteinbeck appeared as one oi� the persons urging that the Spaxiish e&#39;e1&#39;eargo be

_ liiteci, and it was indicated that the organization sponsoring the plea was the
�-_ iiasliington Committee to Liit Spanish Embargo. This organization was cites as a
Q c0::1;nu.n1st iront in the 194-3 report of the CCUA.

&#39; In 1350, a reliable &#39;i:1for:&#39;nant of the FE-I advised that Carey E.£c�=.�.-llliar
was the author of the book, �Factories in the Fielci, � ptzblislieu in 19;-9, which was
the .{o.1n;;atio.1 oi John .SteinbeeI-:&#39;s boo!-1, "Grapes oi �f.-rath. " .F.cC0r;Li.&#39;i{; to the
iziior;-nnnt, I=.Zc*.1-&#39;illia&#39;.ns was under communist discipline and this had a great seal to
co with the way this beoic was handled as well as .iteinbeei:�s izooi; because I.Zc&#39;-.&#39;.
at that time was supposedly melting a communist out of Steinbeck.

e  ,
� &#39;����" *�*-&#39;-�v � w-r -v_.-�__ _ _ c;T___ __ __ _ ._ . _ --- .?_.-,._--f...____,.. -77 .

an article noting that 3.; prominent writers, inclutiing John tteinbeek, had mace publ.
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In 19-19, a rclietie iniormont oi the FIJI advised the-.t the Con~.r:.ittee&#39;
To Aid I; gricultural V.-�ori-zers was organized under the 1C?.QCX�511ip oi John £;tein&#39;:;ccl:,
em.-5. it he; the su1;g.»o1*t oi m:~.ny pron-linent people in California. In the in.-&#39;ors:e.nt&#39;s
o;inio:i, they were all people who had been active in behalf of "communist united
ire-.1: or;,."_~1izo.tiono. "

In 1941, a reliable source advised the FBI that the name oi John
Etciazbeelz, Les �Gates, California, appeared in the active inrlices of the I-Eationsl
Fed:-;:.tio;i for Constitutional Liberties. This organization has been cited as
su*.;-.&#39;er:;:l&#39;~.&#39;e pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

I

In 1944, the records of the C-iiice of Iiievt-.1 Intelliggence indicated that
0:-.e John Eteinbeclt, New York, New York, had received literature and daily news-
;;-_:-::s from E-Joscow, Russia, during 1942 and 1943. The United States Cifice of
C.:.-.= arsl-.ip advised in 19114 that this some John Steinbeck had received a copy of the
"1. oscow I-Iews, " a. newspaper published in Russia. -

The regort of the House oi Representatives Committee on Un-America
1�. ;.-tivities, published on liarch 29, 1944, described The Notional 1-�.&#39;.e.ritir:ie Union of
.�.1:.ei-ice. as having "teed the C0mrr.unist Party line through all its changes in recent
yc.1::s. � The report continued, "These ships oi the American I-.-Jerclaant Izlcrine are
being; .&#39;3up;2lied with libraries for the seamen to reed while at sea. . .John Eteinbecl�s
&#39;Cr:.;.es oi V.-&#39;rr.th&#39; is naturally present, as it woulci be in any Communists�
selection. "
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A reliable informant of the FBI advise-:1 in ixfay, 191.-5, that the 1
2.1-.1eric:~.n Youth for Democracy, an organization which has been cited as subversive

/ v.-itiin the purview 01&#39; Executive Order 10450, issued a list oi recommended reading
which contained the book entitled "The Moon is Down� by John Steinbeck.

In i945, a reiiable informant of the FBT advised that ietters had been
prepared to be sent to John Steinbeck, among others, requesting that he prepai-e a -
tostizizonirtl to the "valiant Spanish exiles and the work oi the Joint Anti-Fascist

Reiugee Committee.� This organization has been cited as subversive within the
pu1&#39;vie92&#39;J oi Fiteeutive Order 10456. .

A reliable source, in April, 1946, advised the FBI that the National
Council of American-Soviet Friendship in New York City was planning to give a
reception in New Yo:-it City in honor oi three visiting Soviet literary figures. _ j
.5-.ecor.li:1;,* to the informant, John Steinbeck was indicated to be one oi� those persons
v~.ho would receive an invitation to attend this reception.

"The New  Times, " on February 21, 1946, described the
formation of a cooperative publishing concern under the name oi� the Associated
i�agazine Contributors, Incorporated. The article set forth the initial list of owner-
contributors, which included the name of John Steinbeck. The 1043 report oi the
CCL&#39;=.-�-. discussed cornraunist iniiitration oi various publications. The report reflected
that coznmuriist influence was estabiisiied through such news services as the
Associated Magazine Contributors, Incorporated, and others.

92/

el

»92

The October 24, 1947, issue of the "Daily V.-&#39;ori>:er" contained an
a: ticle concerning a report which had been read at the Herald Tribune Forum. John
 was coauthor of this report. The report expressed oyrnpethy for the 9
sufferings of the Russian people during the war and indicated that the Russian masses

3 would strongly approve the halt of the "vicious and insane games" oi reeriznination
botweezi Russia and the United States. _ � &#39;

The "Daily "f.�orker" on April 16, 1948, contained a book review oi
John Steinbeck� s "A Russian Journal. " The article stated, "John Steinbeelrs v.-arm

C s3-1:1-zathy for people, as evidenced in his �A Russian Journal,�  published today! is �die
one ;;o.:it-ive fe:-.iure of an account oi a visit to the Soviet Union 92�.&#39;fiiCii is otherv.-ise

overrun with frivolous provincialism and a coy disinclination to face political

r-
� : "Ué_.
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This article continued to criticize _t;tei.n�eeci: for his Iavorafole
rcierences to the .�.:.ne-rican form of government, inciuain; his .-rtatcznents that
"oar -_:;overnr.1e;1t is c2e.;i;neq to lzcep anyone from getting; too much power or,
hart; got it, from keeping it, " and "we agreed that this makes our country
£921wr9292&#39;l-&#39;§nn n392r92v&#39;A_ slerzrlxy I-n1f f|&#39;v_&#39;92§ 1 r|1�?rnc {f fnnhif�fi rn�vh r:Il1*hI1? "LLn¢92-A L92-I-l I-All-Id|92n 1| 92i&#39;A|, , llbl-Ir lullllb I-I-liiIl9292u-I LI: L92lnll92-II|l92Ill l.AJ92J&#39;l 92I LQML QLJI

The "New Leader, " a weekly magazine, on August 21, 1943, also
revieweci Eteinbeci�s "A iluseian Journal" and criticized Eteinbeclz as a Soviet

ajaologizt. The article indicated that Steinbeck had visited the homes of
millionaires and implies: that irom this Cteinbem had concluciece that the Farssians
have plenty to eat ano that the quality of Russian clothing had iznproveci. The
article noted that tteinbeelt constantly made excuses ior the lluseians, and it pointed
out that witen he at&#39;.:ni�.te:£ that a collective iarm had pat on a big shew tor hire, he
also insisted that �any Kansas farmer" would no the same for his guests. i

The "New York Herald Tribune" oi May 18, 1948, contained an
article concerning a meeting; in Rome, Italy, oi� the Democratic X�.-&#39;ornen&#39;s
Intenzational Federation whose aim was to fight "I-.n1erican, E-riti.-zh and French
iinperizzlists anti v:ar1nong"ers. " At this meeting, John £tcml:ec1t was publicly
criticized as one of several persons who had been converted to "the camp of
war  anti! wvietism. " &#39;

The "Les Angeles I-itaminer, " on June 11, 1948, contained an
article re�ecting that Iting Larcner, Jr. , had signed a contract with John ajteinbecit
and others to write :1 iilm version oi :Ltein�oec&#39;-.:�s story, "Pastures oi ileaven. " The
article reilectee� that this was the first Hollywood esziployment given "any of the
�on-irienclly ten� since their refusal to answer the C01:.1r.1uni.�3t question in Washington
last fall. "

The �Daily Worker, " on April 1, 1955, contained an article, "John
ttcinbeelc Takes a �Look at Matusow and �Death oi a I-aclcet.� " The article was a

rex*iev.&#39; of an article Lteinbeec nae prepared concerning the book, "2&#39;-�else hitness, "
written by Harvey Etiatusow. The Steinbeck article was obviously critical oi liatusow
and s.-tatcci that as a rcsalt oi 3.£ateeow&#39;e tcstirnony, the "ric.icuioueness of the v.-hole
eerie: oi the inveetigations new becomes apparent. " The "Baily V."ori:er� aitiele
was critical oi Ctcizzbecic, especially when he asscrtecl that the communists approveci
oi "the climate of   suspicion which has haunted as for the last i�e&#39;.&#39;: years,

I
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�l In 1:259, a reliable source advised the F11�-I um John Steinbeck was
on the mztiling list of the Jagan Council I-.g&#39;ain_:t Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs.
Another reliable source has described this organization as a communist

, in�ltrates} organization in Japan. �05-62469-14!

In 1959, a reliable source advised the FIJI that during July of that
year John Steinbeck, in care of I�-�:CL&#39;1t05h and Otis, Inc. , New York, New York,

. had been paid the sum of $1-38.70 from the New York account oi the I-T2.tione_1 Dam:
/&#39;1&#39; oi 11-.11 garia. It 92=;n.e not i;no".&#39;;n to the source if this individual was identical with

John Ernst Steinbeck. �5-34794-239!

In April, 1964, :1 reliable source advised the FBI that on Marci: 12,
/92" 1964, John Ernest Steinbeck had received the sum oi £3420 as an author&#39;s fee from
&#39;- the Soviet puoiicnf1&#39;on, "Novyi Mir." �5-23939-3046!


