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A3 of late 1940 or early 194] the nane of Jokn
Stesnbeck mos contained In the wetfve Indices eof the Natisnal
Feceratton Jor Constitutionnl Libertiss (cited by She Atiernsy
Gensral). (dnomymons; 100-1170-49, p. 157) _

A 9li.piny from the "Fev Yerk Times™ of Vedruory 21,
1948, reported the foraation in New York City o/ a mnew coeoperative
publishing eoncera, ncmely, Addsocieted Wajarine Contributors, Inc.
The fxitial list 9f ouner-centributors tncluded John Steinbeck.
Assectoted Naaxine Conrtributors was cited by the Califoraia
Comnitree on Un-American Activities whea $t reportsd that “the
Comzuniast iafluence s estobltshed throusk sxch aswe services.”
(123-11€74~13) :

In preparction for & recepiion to be given st the
Faldoer/~dstoria, kex York Cit., en May S, 1546, b. the Nutiensl
Council ef American-Soviet Priendeiip (ACASr - eitec by the
Attoraey cenercl) for three uvisitiny Seviet literary Jigures,
the Assisant ¥o the TTecutiive IHregtor of she NCASF contacied
Howara JFuost, well-~known author and probable menber the Cultural
Section of the Comnunist Farty (a F.x York City, for his approwl
o/ 8 list éf cdigtinguishec writers, pullishers, ortists, and
other personclities to be i(n.ited to the affair. Fast declored
that naturally enti-uoviets and Trotshylte: should not be
trvited ai they; worlc mcke things “very uncenjortable.”™
dceording to tae injormant the mame of Jokn Steinbeck was

RORg those read off to Fast which meti wiid Als approval.
b 106-146564-736) | |

On May 17, 1548, ¥re. Nuriel Draper ef New York, the
Chatrman of the Bomern's Section ef the Amertcon NCASF, spi b
8t a meeting of the Lemocratic ¥Fomen’s Iaternational Feceration
in Eome, Itoly. JIn Rer spcech she hartily e ;rged =ith the
doviet representative rho hac etiacked United Siates foreign
pbolicy and reported that the American pecple were being givens
e dose of anti-Soviet propagando wo rse than that against
Germony defore the Second Forld Bar, She stated that @
number of indfviduales, $nmcluding Steirnbeck, Ahad recently been
cenverted to "the coxp of wor &nc anti-Sovietiam,® (5-16-48,
*Feu York keralc Tribune;" 100-34<4442-4) _

Bureau files rcf!cct 8 asumbder of instances from
1545 through 1350 xherefn Stefndeck xas approacked by vericus

ether Comzunisi Purty‘{vmnt or.anfzctions to support their
ccu8es 80 B85 1o enlist the . widest possible mass support for

$keir eanpaigns. There is mo imndication that he complied xith
these particulcr regrests. (100-7T061-323, p. 19; 100-334436-1521;
100-285087-7712; 100-370500-48) &
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INSTARCES 35 EEIN AVERLICA'S ENENIXS NAVE USED y
OF ATT-1Pral TG Do: ST IFBECKIS BRITINGS AND ’1
REPUIATI: 90 FUATAik THLIK CAl'SES: '

Burecu Siles reflect that beoccuass manpy eof Stetabeck's
sTitin;8 portrayec ar extrensly serdid and pouerty-siricken
side of Anerican 1ife, they weres repriated ta beth Goeragr ead
Lussian anc usec by the Fazis and Soviets ad proagsnds asgainst
dnerfca. (ANumerous refersnces) :

An tndfvicual whe Aad beez emplo_ud duriag 1937 s &
ploywright on the Federal Theater Project, Koerks Progress
Acmintstration, testi/ied before the Lies Coamities that the
Fart, tolc her shat to mrite oad SJurnishec her with research
materiaol obtained froa the Simon Lubin Society (previoialy
efted). &he acvised t'at this material iacludec asne of
Steinbeck 's field notes ,in kts Aandwritiag, for his book "Grapes
Of ¥rath.” (Testimony, Kenc ¥ole on 7-22-40; Dies Comnittee
ExecLtive Hearings, Yolume 3, Paje 1213)

Steinbeck's book, "Grapes Oy Krath, ¥ was amoa; the
jeriodiecls end books solc from the literature toble at s

Coamuntst Porty Moy Day meeting Relc oa Moy 1, 1940, in Les
b

A booklet announcin; the gourses o/ the Forxers
School of ¥ex Yors City, offictal Comxuntst Fariy scheol,
Jor the winter tera, 1943, ataied that the worls o/ lesding
dranatiec writers, fncludimg Steindeck, would be unaed iIn the
discuasions of hilstery of socicl instit: tions as the, hac been
reflected by writers of cl) times. (134c Kepors, California
Coznitiee on Un-smerfean Activities; 100-15252-39, p. 440)

During H.urch, 1945, @ copy of @ recomunended reading
1tst used by the American Yeuth For Lemocracy (cited by the
Attorney General) indiocted thot listec loeks were available
Jron the New Jersey Staie office of that erganization at & .

748 148t tncluded Steinbeck's "The Moom Is Down.” !
[,'IE %sﬂ:n hecdquarters o the Comaunist Political *
Asscclation, Aeuars, ¥ew Jersey; 61-777-~831=60, p. 24)

ASSCCIATION LITH COMMUIIET PATTY NFLPIES
T Ut oY ilow COMEDIIST PALSY;:

on June 2, 1953, an adaiited former Comzuntst Forty
menber {adout 1937-1933) testified before the House Comnitiee
on Drn-American Activities that althouzh oteinbeck hac .done

-8 -
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more sAresgh Aisz mevel]l sdont She agrionltursl werkeres thea
snyone else for the Comnunist Forsy ssuss he sppearec to be
et odds with the Comzunist Forty dmring that pertod slthough
the witacas cowld Rot staie Just how. (Rolcud Filltan Ktbdbes,

Execniive Scadion scaiizony since pudlicly relesssd; S1-7582=

1975, p. #8330)

e o]

o <4

. 2 : In letters written by Som Dorc, to Ella Finter (both

Comaua.at tarty functioraries in California) during Nurch, 1937,

‘“’f’ anc November, 1940, Darey dncicated that §inter xas xsll ecquatnted
P with Steinbeck and mi;kt hzve ccneiderable tnfluence itk Afn.
On Narch 7, 1937, ke wrote "Neecless tg #0y, I an glad to hcar
abort Steinbeck's mex book. I Adpe ¢t fulfills what you sapy.
There §8 ne reaaon why it shoric net. He c3z wriie, end, Bith
the edpection I ex told yom and okr JSriends have becen gilvinrg
Aim he onpht to moke the grace better thun Ae di8d $s Aia earlier
book."™ Unother undated letier ol:afned early ta 1344 from Finter
o Stefmbeck indicnted that Steindeck Aad previously criticimed
Finter., T-is letier w'ich was portially edscene atitacked
Steinbeck cnd Incdicated thct Be anc FNinter wec-e at odas.
(Zighly cenficentisl source; 100-18610-56, p. 23, 38, ??)@U
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on June B3, 1950, Locts Bucenz, former Hanagiag
Ecttor of the "lcily Borier, " ecst coast Cownunisti newspaper,
end an adaitied former rommunist FParty member, acuvise. o8

Jollows: P"larey NcFilltams 18 a writer, particularly moted
oa tha athar af 'Popstoricas In Tha Pin‘lﬂ r nnh’i‘hn_‘l idm !Q?Q

- w L s -] Wy S LFer Fuw arr ATTe J EwaTg  FwTass T O FE o oesEs

which was the feumdation of'John Steinbeck's '‘Grapes Of §rath.”?
Fhen this book was prtliskel, J »aos ec.ised by Alerancer
Trachtenterg ana Jackt Stachel (both Communist Farty functioagries)
that Mchilltamns was under Comxunist cdiscipline. Thris Ad @

great deal to gdo with the wxoy we handled this book and alse

Jokn Steimbeck'’s boot because ot t7°8%t time Hciilltcuc wus
su;i;osedly making @ Communist of Stetnbeck.” (Intervies with
Bucenz; 100-538-32)




The June 11, 1948, tssue o/ the Los Angeles "praminer”

" stated that Eing laraner, Jr., & screern writer, hod signed with

Steinbeck and others to write a film version of Sieinbeck’s
story "Fostures Of Keaven.” dccordiag $0 the ":xaminer, ™ this
"was the [first Hollywood employment given ony of the ‘unfriendly
ten'! since their refusal to answer the Comnunist guestion in
Yashington lact Jall" Gnz the move challenjed the Hotion Picture
Adssocitation of imerica’'s announcenent thct Rone of the men

cited by Congress kould work until clecared of the charge.
(100-235865-11, p. S)

NISCELIANECDS ¢

Froa tine to time columnists for the "Laily Ferker”
and "i0il, Peoysle's forld" hove criticizes Steinbeck’s writiags

o8 a0t poriraying cceyuotely the American Commaurists or sup.ortiag

the Ameriocan Comaunist movemens. On the other Aand these papers
Aove elsc pracised the books, stating im Jonuary, 1543, that he
was one of the most popular eut.ors among the Soviet Fusstons.
Both Communisteandc agrti-Comrrunists criticized hiz 1945 series of
artfcles for the "cw York Herald Tribune” gntitled "4 Russien
Journal, ™ whiioh he wrote ajier @ visit to Russia tn the Suamer
of 1947, as bein; too pro-Comnuntst and too aniti-Communist.

Both sides criticized his ability to adeguatel, portray lise

tn Soviet Russia cjier such a saort visit, It is moted that

the articles criticized Sovtet red tape and the Soviet Governmeat
but were favoralle to the Russian peocle. (100-106224-4; 64-
175-240-4; anc ot.ers)

(o 2_



During 1942, 1543, end 1544, Steinbdeck was liated as
one oS the irdividucls in the United States who received Rusaian
Jigcrcturc. {CO/ftce of Censorship; 65-1674~809, p. 83 65-49085-
81 . ST .

On February 23, 194<, the Steinbecks attended o
reccition ot the Kussion Kabassy in Mextee (City. fThat reception
celebrated the 26ih crriversary of the founding of the Russianm
aAray., ("fovecaces, ' moraing Rewspaper, 2/;/44; 100-145365~17)

On August 33, 1947, Jeseph Starcbia, eorrespondent of

the "paily Worter,™ was in Rio de Jaueire, Brozil, conferriang
xith leoacers of the foxauni-t Farty of Brozil re arain, tha

- possibility o Inviting well-krnokn American writers to Brozxil.
Cre o/ the Anericons recorrended by sicrolin wes Stejndeck,

There i&¢ no inforsotion cuallolile Irndicuting Steinbeck was M
sctually invitec. [N 1.0-51267-v5, 81)(.) w fr 2 0dem
| ba ,\74. % .
. 4 Counter Initclli,ence Corps re.ort of Jonwsry 138, . 9"
1954, repsriec that there ¥as a6 dtromy incication that the & _('fl’t"
&)

®"Verla, cer kation," o pullisiin, fira of the Fationsl

Tomakratfianhs Drrtald Ffo Canfctd vans na¥diinnl manmds smhink ‘
S Ep LR T W Y WwreW 4 Wy we ¥ ‘“ W Y Y W - e W rv‘.."v‘-‘ ’-' .’ 'y B Iw

hac been cescribes by G-2 as " resuncll; @ cornscrvotipe

pa-ty”™ but ahich $8 an facit Zorne pclitical poerty anc cs such is
Comrur.f2t oriented) uvs alout to re,aiiave pubdlisiing riyhts
with seven Amcrican cuthors, includimy oteinbeck. (4 usually

reliable source of CIC; JCL-2§3‘30*1) 6)@') ?Cf‘ A.ro:’ Ite
Hd §-2.7¥ oV
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‘ JORX STEINBROK 46574 B5e

Qlo}m 6#81:1})'" Wmm‘ 21,_;:. w ol EEgbj

lo 1m'utlgatlon portinoat %o nnr uqui’ry hu Eé“ g’ Y
been conducted by the FBI eonserning the onpu ned 235434
individual. However, & revievw of FBI files ots . . £
that in Nay, 1945, & source that has lho reliadle - - T3

information in ths rct advised that ths American !onth,_

for Democracy in a 1ist captioned "Recommended Reading e

List for American Youth for Demoocrasy,” listed the book - .-

entitled "The Noon Is Down" by John Steindbeck., The '

American Youth for Democracy hes been eiteé by the Attorney, .,

Gensral pursuant to Executive Order 10

(61=-7TT~ 31-60 informant
ther gover ney

Lnnlti.gntions abroad adviged that on Augtut 23, 19!;1, .

a eorrespondent of the "Dally Worker," an east ocoast -

S conmunist newspaper, was in Rioc De Jensiro, Brasil, = -

| conferring with leaders of the Communigt Party in Bruil.

The disoussion related to invitations to visit Bracil

to be sent to various Amsrioan writers and to llcortun

whether thsy would be permitted te remain in Rio De Janaire,

The name of John Steinbeck was given as ene who would

receive an invitation from the comunilt Pnrty in Braril.

(100-51287-81)
files further reflect thnt a nmuplpor x'ov!.w
appeared u the April 16, 1948, 1ssus eof the "Daily vorkor. &

eonserning John Steinbeck's book, * A Rusaian Journal,®
relating to his experiences while on & three-week towr
of the Soviet Union in the Summer ef 19&7. The writer
of the review appeared to doubt Steinbeck’s ability e
- portray life in Soviet Russia authoritetively slnoa ho .
was there for such a short period of timo. :

L. a00-1062246) . .
Orte; and oms 52 /56% thanm 44 /ﬂé a?)L d/

M., L. Armstrong/§

Worres | ““ﬂm ﬂo NDY B 105 >

) ! .‘ Cepre - ” L ‘D’ -"""'w-*-“—?"%{fmﬂ@
| 60 ‘S% ({](955 ) '“mméb 3 ..::X:W..lmkf_u
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ohn Steinbeck | October 31, 1956
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: In the reports of the Speclial Committee on
Un-American Activities, 78th Congress, Second Session,
House Report No. 1311 on page 101, it is pointed out _ . ~
that "The National Maritime Union of America has toed -: "'’ 7~

the Communist Party line through all its changes &= - : AT

recent years. The ships of the American Nerchams LR
Marines are being supplied with libraries for the ssamen - " ..
to read wvhils at sea, and the National Maritime Union's = -
sducational department 1s responsidle for the seleotion "y ¥
of the books. John Steinbeck's 'Grapes of Wratht g .= :-5v.~ .

L

~ paturally erosont. as it qonld be in any o _ i?'!;*q? PR
l.l.ﬁt’.m. ’ (57_,407_14'21‘) - ._.j‘_ - . 4:- g J”!,,"”" .

The "Daily Worker"™ issus of April 1, 1955, . :°
and the “People's World" i1ssus of April 7, 1955, carried ' -
articles relating to a review by John Steinbsck of = -~ .-
Matusow's "False Witness®™ which originslly appeared - ~ >~ . - .-
in the April 2nd iassus of the "Saturday Reviewof -* . * - .-
Libsrature." In the article captioned "Death of & = . 7 =
Racket,™ Steinbasck speaks with sh contempt™ of the -~ -
®anticomnunist hired informer.® e
T T 100~ 88+<A; "Daily Worker" 5Y tne s
The fo:segoix%g S!?nrormtfon lfu gurnir.hel;"é/ l{é Sy,ou '
as s result of your reguest for an FBI file check and is -
not to be construsd as a clearance or a nonclearance of
the individual involved. This information is furnished -: ™ - .
for your use and should not be disseminated outside of . - -

¥
N

\1

£ ¥

I . ' N ‘;'-“_ . PSRRI .. @ . 5-' -

Note: This memo marked Secret inasmuch as material - **
in paragraph two from State Department was so marked . |
on their communicationginformation re Steinbeck/4d = . =
furnished USIA on 4/1/5h. . ; s T
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“¥o inultitzltion has boan eonﬂuot.od by thll T
Bureau econcerning the sbove~ntwod individusl, & review . ' -
b 0f the files, however, reflects that in Mey, 1945, & C
Q\ rolieble soures adviged that the Amerlesn Youth tcr :
N\ *ocracI in & 15st oaptionad “Rosommendod Peading List
Q for Amerioan Youth for Dexocrsfoy,” listed the book - -

‘entitled "The Moon is Down" by John Steinbeck. ¥Ths
. Amerlean Youth for Democracy has been designated by the

tttcrmz General of the United States pursucnt to Executive ble
Order 10450« (61-777-31-60) (Info_
,»f Andbther GQovernment N
gatione abroad, advised that on Aa.gnat 23, 1947, & eor- - S
resifondent of the "Dally Worker,” an Fast coast Communis$ -~ -
publloation, was {n Rio De Janeiro, Brasfl, eonferring with
1soders of the Comwunist Plrthi.n Bragil, %The discussion

related to invitaticns to visls Brasil 4o be sent to various -
Apsriosn writers and to argertaln whether they would be :

-

plomdy, -
A N

2 74

s )

2D

on
W
l ﬁmﬂzﬁ”"-{zm ’

: g&g purmitted to remain in Rlo De Jamn-o The neme of John 2. i
»~. §i Steinbeck was given i3 one who would receive an invitation ' \
§ ’ from the Communist Party in mzu. [100-5128?-81) (st. De& ’
€S The files further reflect thn newsgapor reviews " i

appenrz2 2 ths farf) 16, 1948, Lssue of the "Dally Worksr,® .
and ths August 21. 19,8, hauo of the YEew Leader® gone
. cerning Joha Steinbeck's dook, "A Russien Journal® rolaung
:- 7  to hls experiences while on a thrae week tour of the Soviet -
v Union in the surmer of 1947, “The writsrs of the rovieus

s annoamad &£a douht Stelinhaalta ahitttw ba mantnaw 18Fa in

. o“.r.'x

1 (%  ~goviet Russte suthoritatively since he was thers for sush
;3 . - & short perl.od of time, (100-166188-1,,) PATED

,1..-_.__ ‘ort 1nel to USI ~ RECOiDED « - 2 /J{ ’)Z’MD'}
i Lo e YRR P %féé‘“‘
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In the reports of the Spoeclal Committos an
Un-Americen Activitiss, Seventy-Bighth Congress, Sesond
Seasion, Houss Report No. 1311 en e 101 1% s pointed
out that "the Ketional Msritime Union of America has toed
the Communist Party line through all its eharges in recent
years, The ships of the Amerieen Msrchant Marines are being
supplied with libreries for the sckmen to read while at ses
and the National Maritime Union's sduoational department is -
responsible for the selmotion of the booke, Jolm Steindbeck's
'Grapes Oof Wrath' is nsturelly present, &s it would ds in eny
Communist's selection.” (57-407-L24} . o

' The foregoing information is furnished to you as @ -
result of your request for &n FBEI file cheok only and is not
tc be consirued as a glezrance er & nonclesrance of the indi.
vidual involved, This informstion is furnished for your use
and should not be disseminated outside of your agency.
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2077 ~ JOHN ERKST STEINBECK SEREIN IS UNCLASSIPIRD -~

MXCEPT WHERE SHOWR

cated by
this Burecu, however, the files of this Burecu coniain $he
Jellowing tnformation:?

Steindeck was dorn ot Salinas, California,
FPebruary 27, 1902, BHe graducted from Salinas High School In
1918 and wce a student at Stanford University for five years
but did not graduate. Fe married Caorol Henntng in 1530 and
wce divorced from her in March, 1943. He married Guyn Conger (_J
on ¥arch 29, 194%, end Flaine Scott on December 28, 1950.
Fe has been the aut’or of @ number of books and wos avcrded
the Pulitzer prize in 1940. 4mong the books for which ke is
most noted ore "Tortilla Flat," 1935; "0f Kice and Ven," 1937
"gropes of Frath,” 1939; "The Woon Is Dovn,”™ 1942; "Carnery
Rox, ™ 1945; "The FNoyward Bus," 1947; and "A Rucsian Journal, ™
1945, Fe wce clso emnloyed G8 G war gorrespenieni and a8 &
writer for the "hew Yerk Lercld-Tribune” during 1943, 1944, 1947 /
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| £o|and 1945« (300-106224-7) | -
j 7o = A Spectal Conrmttice on Un-Americon Actipities of the —
] > & United States House of Representattves, 75th Congress, published

a report in 1535 coptioned "Investigction o{ Un-Arerican
Propaganda Activities In the United States. On Page 1986 under
the heading of Festern ¥riters Congress, information was set out .
that durtng the Foll of 1926 a group of libercl and communistic .
writers issued @ call for a conference ¢o be held in San rrcnctacé,
Caltfornta, on Noverber 12, 1936, which conference continued
throughout the following doy. This report indicated that ene of
¢he sponsors of thie Cengress was John Steinbeok. .

4 confidenticl {nfornant vho has furnished reliable
tnformction fn the past advised in 1940 that John Steinbeck was
one of the writers who atiended the Festern rriters Congress in

1936,  (Former b&157d
' ' 2

11 sadesls L t
a7 LYy o .
Orig & dupl to CIA SEE NOTE QN EELLAP DABE 12 .., 5rp
BY DEFA . %o nowrs COR'HTTEE (DF
pate:_ulA)i9. ok (

- "Cr consmsedrRAl RN T T T wEeTe

i .- - S
- +




[y

prada 1 WS bpeng

L

ble
B

2
i CONPIIERFTRAL ﬁ)-./

JOHN EREST STEINRECK

e Western Yriters Congress was described as
communist front by she Special Commitiece on Un-Amerfcan Acftvtttct
in §ts report dated MNarch 29, 1544.

A4 conficential informant who Ras furriished relfacbdle
tnforrction in the post advised in 1914 that Sam Darcy wcs IR
Russta tn 2977 and that Darcy had correzponded with Ella Finter.
The informcnt stcted thot a lettier from Larcy im Hurch, 19?7&
tndiccted he was pleased t0 hecr about”Steinbeck’s mew bdook,

The taformant stated Darcy commentied that Steindeck could write
and with the educction "I am teld you and our friends have been
giving htn, hc ought to uale the gradc bctter than Re did in hia

ML . L e B oamoma thdammnt Lm Posinndd am

¢cr1y Dﬂol. ine Il‘ll’Df’lﬂﬂ" rurn iaru:u- RO UUUGI‘UH“J PR IUIRLS yvVE
to fdantify the Steinbeck mentioned and 1t 18 not knovm $f this
pereson I8 identical with the subject of your {aquiry. LJ
(highly confidgrtlal source; 100-18610-56 - 2

imes-Herald,” a dailp uewapcné@ piblighed In
Fashinston, D, Co., on Way 9 1953, contained an article reflecting
that Herbert &, Phildrick beforc g United Stctes Sencte
Investication Conmittee had named £1la Finter, the Australica
dbora wife of Donald Ogden Stewari, ae one qf twenty-threc neR

N A e

end women comrunists in ﬁbiiﬁéhusetii. ABGIF}DBGJ information

concerning 511la ¥Finter Ctewart was f ed ou on June 4, 9
1952, in the report of Spectial Agent which bic
wos dated Fedruary 18, 185°. (IOO-IBGIO—A 4 252

A confidential fnformant who has furnished reliacble
informotion tn the post adviszd in 1541 that Semuel Addams Darcy
had stated in 1541 that he kad troveled abrocd fa 1935 as he Aad
basen elected by the Communist Party in the Un.ted Staies cs @
represeniative to the Congreses of the Communisi Internctional
held tn Foscow, Russia, JInformant cdvised that Darcy had clso

eturned to Un c gpprorimately Nay, 1937,
San Francizco,s:
ee on Un=Anmer of the United’

States House of Repreacntatives, 83rd Congress, in a report
captioned "Investigation of Comnunist Activities in the Los Lngeles
Ares - Part 8" containe a stcterent of Roland FWilltamr Kibbee,
vhich he furnished to a sicff wmember of the Conmittee on June 2,

1953. On Fage 2329 and 2330 of the above-described report appears
infornation which Xibbee furnished in answer to the qguestion,
"Fhat cauaed vour digillusionrent with the Conmunist Party””"
Kibbee otated "I con rermembder in ny own case 1t even was involved

more or less with the theory of the Communiet Party end nct out-
eide workins $n organizations. « « Several of the contrcdictions
that agrose troubled me a great dedl, « o

#California; 61-6593-209)

LINELPESTI AL
- e
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JOHN ERBST STEINBECK

*I rexenbder Jokn Steindeck whe wrote, I thought, 8
most effective novel sbout the agriculturcl workers (n the
San Jeaquin Valley, or, toke 8¢t o step further, thai the man did
more for them than onyone elss. 4 motien picture wos made of
the very sorry situation that existed there, I recall that
John Steinbeck was ot odde with the Cormunist Party. I con't
soy juet hore It wos @ guestion of hearing them attacked iato
work deplored and too bcd he doesn’t sce the light, and so forth,
and these things troubled me o grect decl. « .7 In this state-
nent Xibbee adzitted meanderskip in the Communizt Farty for
approrimnctely two pears beginniag ta epproximsoiely 1937,
(61-7562-1975)

4 panphlet entitled "Their Blood Is Strong” by John
Steinbeck wos published In April, 1938, by the Eimon Jo. Ludin
Soctety ef California, Incorporated. The Simon J. Lubin Society
was "deeply apprecictive of the cooperction received from the
fan Francisco mewe, who In October of 1926 published the seven
chanters tiat form the bulk of this pozphlet; and expecially
orateful to Jehn Steinbeck for his permission to use this

material.” (61-7559-2-999)

The (olifornia Comrmitiee on Un-American Activities
tn fte report published tn 1942 deescribed the Simon J. Lubin
Society, Incorporated, ae o comnrunigt front for California
&grcrion penetration, which wcs orgenized in the Fall of 1936
by Untt 206 of the Frefessional Section of the Comruniat Farty.

(California Committee 1583 report - pg 86

On Page 14E of the eame Calffornia Committee report
apoecrs tnformation furnished by Kenc V. Vole., Fole cdvised that
the Southvest Unit of the Federcl Theaters, which wce composed of
communiste, had correzponded with the Simon J, Lubin Society in
San Francisco, California, to obigin resecaorch moierial which thai
orcaniz-tion Aad turmed over to Jokn Steinbeck for hie book (then
nnnaned) "Grapes of ¥raoth” and which Steinbeck had returned.

She advised that when the naterial arrived ehe had eranined 1t
earefully and foond notes in handwriting signed dy Johr Steinbeck,
?htch cppecred to be field rotegs on migrato workera,

California Committee Report, 1943, pg. 148 )

A panphlet captioned "Eriters Take Sides™ was pubdliched
by the League of American Writers, 301 4th Avenue, kew York,
iew Tork, im ¥ay, 1935, and voe described a6 beiny letiers abost
the wor in Spain from <18 American guthors. On Page 56 of this
ganphlet appeared a letter from John Steinbeck, the author of

Of kice and Ken" and "Tortille Flst." (5)-7561-2-57)

The "Daily Worker,” an ecst coast comnunist newenaper,

. om April 25, 1939, contcined an éréicle ccptioned “ioted Friters

\ — we ma P - A Y
4ELFPEr Uryny .uppvri ) %f‘iﬂ FOUUIWGL Al PO TV G

Back Pight for Art Projects.” The article reflected that 38

" proninent writers, tncluding John Steinbeck, hod mode public @

Y. 4_ I P edonemnt Awmda T wmndan A med dumdimntad
‘ -

Wy S F o =
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; JOIK¥ EREST STEINBECK

P s$hat the Sndfviducls were acting on shetr Dehalf as well a3 sa
P behalsf of the League of American Friters. (61-7551-183 X 10)

! The "Daily Vorker” of September 7, 1939, centained an
! article captioned *U.5. Friters League Ends Summer Ssssion ia
| Southy The drticle reflected that @ two-week session for student
, writers, which was held mader the auspices of the League of
American Friters had juet concluded. The article dcscribed the
Lesrue of A&merican ¥Friters as a culturacl mompartiean srgonization
1;(; and itndicated that ene of the vice presidents of the ergonization
™~ i wce John Steinbeck.

The Lecgue of American Friters hcs becn designcied by
the Attorney General of the United States pursusnt to Erecutive

Order 10450, (61-7559-6678X2)

SR . The records of the Department of State, State of

ST e Kev York, in 1941 reflected o certificate of tncorporation was

Y Siled in 1935 for the League of American ¥Friters, Iacorporated.
T 4<John Steinbeck, Route 1, Bor 95D, Los Angeles, Celifornia, was one

L of the directors who was appointed to act until the firat annval

N meeting of the corporation. (100-7322-8)

fﬁ”ﬁ% The "Los Anqelea Times,™ 6 daily newspaper published
o tn Los Anceles, Caltfornio, on Janucry 23, 1941, contcined an
article whick reflected that John Steinbeck of Loa Gratos,
Californic, wces one of the Colifornia directors of the Lecgue of
American Sriters, which organizction was dedicated to the advance-
ment of peace and democracy a8 asgainsi foscism and reacction, e
(100-7322-16)

The report of the hearings before a Subcomnittee of the
Committee on Foreign Relationa of the United States Senate, Elst
Congress, on Fage 1504 contained information attributed ¢o "The
Kew Yorx Timss" of January 81, 1939, The materia] wce an spen
letter to the Government and people of the United Stotes which
urged thot the embaorge soainst the Spanish Repubdlic be 1ifted.
John Steinbeck appeared as one of the persons mrging that the
Spaniehr enbargo de lifted. The article ended with G coupon which
urged that all $ndividuale fill out the coupon end forward i%
to the Fashington Committee to Lift Spantish Exbarge, Boom 100,
1410 ¥ Sireet, korthweest, ¥ishington, D. C. (121-23278-267X12)

The Fashingtion Committee to Lift Spantshk Embarge pas gited
as a comnunist front in the 1945 report of the Califoraic
Couritice on Un~-Americon Activities.

- J‘( I . S

|
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JORK ERKST STZINRECK

|
! In 1950 a epnpidential informant who hos furnished
reliable informotion in the past and who wae an adnitted mender
of the Communist Party until 1545 advised thot Corey Vc¥illiame
was the cuthor ef the book "Faciories im the Field" pudblished in
1939, which book woe the _rou.mmﬂon of Joxrn Steinbeck’ *a bdook
ecptioned "Grapes of Frath," The informont advised that when
this book wos published he hod received tnformction from t
Connuniet Fariy leaders thot ¥c¥Filliams was under communist
\ 7 discipline., The imnformant stcted that this informction Aad @
7L‘ oreat decl o do pith the way the book wca handled cs well as
Stetinbeck's book, because N¥cEillfans at that time was supposedly
naking o 00!“!!‘8" of Stetndeck. (Louis Budenz, concealed 400;
100~998-77)
£ conficenticl informant who has furnished reliabdle
( information in the poet advised in 1940 that the Comrittee to
i

4id Aoricultural Forkers wcs erganized under the Jeadeorship ¢f

. John Steinbeck, the osuthor of "Gropee of Fraoth)' and that
Steinbock mos rhn1r—nn of the Comrittee. The in formant atated

B W W AR W W e . W e

thct the Commitiee Aad the suznort of mony pran;nent people in
Californio and that im the informant's opinien, they were all
] people who had been active in behalf of comnrunist untted front

[ ergonirotions. NN 100-3-23-I6)
P '

A confidentigl infornant who has furnished reliachle
inforration in the pcst advised in 1541 that the nome of Join

Steinbecx, Route 1, Eoxr 950, Loz Grotos, California, oppeared in
the active tndices of the Xctional Federctioa for Constitutioncl

W W RNy wIPNE T WAy W FRCa N e L W YIrTw By ww w v wrw

Lidarties. —100—1170 -49)

RS
‘ﬂ
d 4 representative of another Government ajency adviaed in
- 1944 that various pieces of literature published in Russto,
" including daily newspapers from Yescow, Russia, hcd arrived tn the
United States during 1942 ond part of 1943. The tnformant advised
thut sorne 0f this moterial wvaor addressed to John Steinbeck in care
0 Elisabeth R, Otie, 18 East 418t Street, Nev Yort New Tork.

?f ONI; 65-1674-809)
ni

ted States Office of Censarahip advised by
letter dcted Juzy 4, 1544, that John Steinbeck, 16 East 4lst
xi Street, New York City, had received the February 12, year not
" gtfven, tesue of the "Noscow Newa,™ @ neuvspaper published in
Fuasia, (65-49005-81)

The report-of the Special Comnittee on Un-dmerican
Activities of the United Stotes House of Representctives,
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JOBN ERNST STEINBECK

published on Narch 29, 1944, and captioaed "Ianvestigation ef
Un-American Propoganda Activities tn the Urited States™ on
Page 101 contoined the following: "The Notional Moritime Union
of America, « « « Aas toed the Comnuntst FPoriy lime through all
{ts ohanges tn recent years. (57-407-424)

“rhese shive of the American Nerchant Narime ars befag
sup-lfed with lidrcries for the ssamen $o0 recd while Gt 888 « o o
John Steinbeck’s "Orapes of Wraoth” (s maturcally present, as 14
would be in any Communisis’ selection. + %

a1
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JOAN ERRSYT BTEINBECY
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! enticl informant who Acse shed relisble
information tn the past aduvised in Nay, 1945, thot the American
Touth for DcnOcracv tn a Jist coptioned "Recormended Readiag
List for 4.7,0." contained the beook entitled "The ¥oon s Doon™
dby Jokn Steindeck. 782 Broad Street, Newark, N.J.; 61-777~-
3-60) The Ameriecan Ynnél Jer Democracy has been designated
7( by the Attorney General of the United States pursucst to
Ezxecutive Order 10450,

{ A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
" imformation in the post advised In 1945 that Jetiers had been
prepared to be sent to John Steimdeck, among others, regquesting
)\ i thct Re prepare o testimonicl to the wcliant Spanish eziles and
© . the work of the Joint Anti-Fosciet Refugee Comnitiee, The letiter

renueztied o 75-word stotement be nrpnnrpd to be made a part of s

Iecflet and with an attcched photogrcph it wocs hoped that auch
stcterents would enliet the wideat possible mass support for the

| earpeign. (Fighly confidenticl sow ce; 100-7061-923)

The Joint Jnitt=Foscist Refugee Conmitice has been
3 desingnated by the Atiorney Genercl of the United Statee pursucnt -
t0o Erecutive Crder 10450,

i A eonfidential tnformant who hae furmished reltable

~information tn the past advised in April, 1946, that the FNational
Council of American=Soviet Friendship wos planning to give o

- recention on May S5, 1946, tn New York City tn honor of three

. viet ting Soviet Itierary SJigures. The informant advised thot one

. of the persons indicated to receive nvitation to the reception
. wos John Steinbeck, the movelist, 100-146964- 795)
b2, B4

The Fational Council of Anerican-Soviet Triendship has

ainnated ln.r the ‘-anrn-y f".-'n-rr:‘l AP the Inttad _.S'-&n#.-

d
ant ;o Erecuttve Order 10450,

n
; "The New York Times"™ on February 21, 1946, contained on

article reflectinc the forration of o cooperative publishing con-
cern under the naome of the Associated Nagozine Contridutors,
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contributora, which tacluded the mame of John Eteinbeok.
(123-11674-13) .

Yhe 1948 report ef the Californic Committise on
Un-American Acttuities raflected thot in addition te completely
conrunist=conirolled and dominated pudlications there wce also
c long list of Trade Union, racial, minority, ltberal and speciol
tnterests publicotions fnto which comnuniste had infiltrated.

The report reflected that the communiet influence wce estahlished
throunh such news scrvices as ithe Associaied Wogazine Coniributers,
Incorporateds and ethers. (3100-15252-39 - pg 39) )

e

Ll

-

9 47, "Doily Worker,” an eazt coast
' communist mewspaper, published an orticle captioned "Found Seviets
Eaner for Feace, (Gps, Steinbeck Tell Trib Forum.” Thia article
, findiccted that Capa read & joint report c by’ himself and John
- . Steinbeck at the Herald Tribune Forum. This report purportedly
! gtated that the Russian pedple were desitroyed ond hurt ruch more
than any others that they, Cops cnd Steinbeck, had eeen during their
' many pears on the battle fields. The report further fndicated
. thct the Russian mozses would strongly approve the halt of the

Yuvicious and frnacne gones” of recriminction between Ruseic ond
the N2, It waos i{ndicated that the Ruastians were particularly

wire Vai-@

interecsted in hAearing obout "ithe persecuition of liderals™ in
- dmericc. (100-106224)

The "Daily Worker” on April 16, 1948, contained a book
; revier of John Stetndack’s "A Rusazign Journscl,”™ which woe
f\ . described as being a book contatning photographs by Eobert Capa,
' which hod been published by the Vtking I'rese in Ner York, Aew Iork.
The article reflected "John Steinbeck’s warm eympathy for peopls, ’

ges evidenced in his 4 pussian Journal. ' (published #odoy) 12 the
> L= A L) 7% Tsr - AWML W F W T Tews A Ar s S haindt - IV 4 » Ll A
one positive feature of an account of ¢ visit to the Soviet Union
- which ie otherwise overrun with frivolous previncialtem and g ooy

- dieinclination to fcce political reclitied. « «

-8 =
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JOBY EREST STEINBECK

Urhct {2 ene S0 soy of & writer to whom the diatinctive
ehoracteristic of Aneriean capitaliat society ts $hat it provides
¢ government of 'checks and dalances’”? -Or of the mativete which
hae it that "our goverarent is desioned t0 keep srpyone from
getting too much pover or, Raving got it. from keeping £t'7 4ad,

we aoreed, ! Steinbeck writes solemnly, "that this mokes our
country function more slowly, dut that (t certcinly makeor it

function more surelp...’

"One could go en quotimng Steiabeck, dut what fer?
A Ruszion Journal 13 much more enlighteaning about the kiad of
culture which dcvel:pa such intellectual Sad Sackery thon about
the Soviet Urion...

The "New Lecder,™ & weekly mogazine, on Adugust 21y
1945, eontained an article captioned "Stefrdeck Sans Frath,
wvhich was ¢ book review of "4 Buszian Journcl) wshich wcs nritien
by ELteinbeck and contcined picturesd by Robert Copa. The article
reflected that "ir, Steinbeck has joined the fraternity of vodko
visttors. For three rweeks he toured the Soviet Uniton under the

| subtle gutdonce of VOXS, the governnent agency for ‘cultursl

"' 1fateon,'ess™ The article reflected he had ottended tre

Pcelebration of the 8J0th anniversary of Moscow with Loutfs

 Argnon, the French Staliniet writer® and had visited the country

hore of "such Soviet millionaires cs Alexrander Korneichuk = and
concludes that the Russianes have plenty to eat; he even stctcs

© thot the quality of Russicm clothing tmproved during the few

veeks he epent tn RussiGeee”

The article further reflected "most stcrtling, perhaps,
3 Steinbeck'’s oun attttude towcrd the Soviet Union. His book
f2 full of what Koestler would call false equstions. FNhen Caopa
ts sto~ped from taking ptctures at ¢ lend-leascd tractor plant
in Stalingrad, Steindbeck reminde us that foreigners may not
photograph Ook Ridge either. In hAis mind 'Noscowitis’ and
‘rashinotonitis’ eancel each other out. WFhen he cdntits that the
collective farm he wos shoon put en a big show for him, he insists
that 'any Xaneas former'! would do the scme for Ais guests...

FSteinbeck used to de known os o mon with a #irong
esocial conzcience, The Urapes of Frath'and Mortille Flct'were full
of righteous morcl indignotion about social and economic tnjustice.
In'The Noon is Dorm’'Steinbeck made @ heated §f eomevhat pedestrian

- 0 -
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JOHAN ERNST STEINBECK

attack en totalftarian aggression and conquest. TAose mere the
doys when Steinbeck could be couated wpor to stand wp and wield
his pen in behalf of democracy anrd freedom. Kvea today hod Ae
gone to Spain or Chinc, he would surely not Acve come bock teo
mrite a dook fn order to demonstrcte that the 'Chimese people
want good lfves and comfort’' or that 'the Spantards like pecce.’ ™

4 confidential tnformant who has furnished reliable
tnformation in the past advised ia 1948 that the firm of ¥Forld
Yideo, Incorporcted, wos chartered tn New York Stcte on
Decenber 18, 1947, and that the firm prepdred television progrons.
The officers of the firm include Jokn Steindeck as wice presideat
end Robert Capa cs gssistant vice president. ~
NY(C; 100-340822=-

rne "Sew York Herald-Tribune” of Nay 28, 1948, con=-
toined ar article cartioned "Wo~en's Rally in Rome Hecrs Russia
Praised.” The article, whichk wae datelined Roms, Vay 17, .
reflected thot the meeting wce that of the Democrctic Fomen's

. International FPederation whoze aim was to fight "American,

Pritish and French tmperinolists and wcrmonsers.™ The article
reflected that the chief Anerican delegcte, ¥rs, Nuriel Droper,
chairean of the woxen's section of the Anzricon National
Committee for Americam-Soviet Friendahip mentioned several per-
sone converted to "the camp of war and anti-Sovietisn,” whioh
tncluded Johkn Steindeck.

The"Los Angeles Eruminer,” o daily nevsparer published
tn Los Angeles, California, on June 11, 194£, contained an
article reflecting that Ring Lardner, Jr., had signed o contract
with Johkn Steinbeck and others to write a film versien of

" Steinbeck's story "Postures of Heaven.” The article reflected

this was the firast Hollywood employment given "any of the
tun-friendly ten' since their ref.scl to cnswer the Comrunist

question in Fashington Jeet folls”™  (100-295885-11)
The "Daily ¥orker"” on April 1, 1955, contained on

i
~article coptioned "John Steinbeck Takes a Look ot Natusor and

- 10 =
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JOEXN ERNST STEINBECK

'Death of @ Racket.' ™ The oriicle was a review of an article
by Steinbeck which appecred it the 4dpri) 2, 1955, fszue of
fSoturdoy Reviev.” The article reflected that Steinbeck's
.article captioned "Death ef 6 Racket” was based on the dook
. "Fglse Witness” written by Harvey Motusow. Steindback’s article
, reportedly stated? .

"The Natusow testimony to anyone who will lieten plsoces
a bouquet of forget-me-nots on ithe grove of NeCarthy. The
ridiculousness of the whole series of investigations aow becomnes
apporent, even to what a friend of mine used to call pecnut-
munchers. MNatusow will Aave 6 much greater e¢ffect than he knows.
Yhat follows cannot be worse and may be betier. It will aurely

be funny.”

The "Daily Worker"” article continues, "It ta fmposstble
not to de moved by this kind of statenernt of on angered scorn :
whick, tf the record 18 to be kept siraight, itself participated
in, and helped to create, that very climate, those same 'winds
of the time' o8 Steinbeck pute tt, 'when certsin besic monsense
was glloved to poss unnoticed.’ For Steinbeck was tcken in itow
by the Cold WNar leadership to such an extent that Ae did mot
scrunle even to lend the authority of his literary achievement to
State Department drosdccste tn fcecist Spaimn, Italy, Vienna, etc."”

’ The article continued "Steinbeck's contempt for the
'certain bdosic nonsense’ whAich wae believed under the influence
of the Cold ¥War hysteria does not lead him to a rejection of the
. Big Lte about the working~class Cormrnunist Party. He &till says
! that the Communists epprove of 'theclimate of disunity and sus-
'picion whick has Aounted us for the last few yeaors,’ and that

" Communiets 'would much rather ksep the ftnvestigcotione going with
_ their harvest of fecr and disruption.' . « « It suffices that
| John Stetnbeck hcs expressed sentimentis which @ 1iterary artist
"with o sense of responegibility for Ats mation cannot long silence
. without crushing hia talent. » " (100-2374988-4)

For addittonal tnformation concerninpg Steinbeck you
noy deaire to contact the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence,
of the United States Army and the Deportment of Sitcte.

The above information 18 furnished 0 you as a result
of your request for G nome check and should mnot be conatrued as a
elearance or nonclearance of coptioned tndividucl. The infornation
t8 furniszhed for your use ond should not be disseminated outeide
of your agencye. )

-J1~-
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NOTE:

Steinbeck never investigated by Buresu. Steinbeck
sent letter to Attorney General Biddle in 1942 which contained
"Do you suppose you could ask Edgar's boys to stop stepping on
my heels? They think I'm an enemy alien. Its jeiting tiresome."
The AG was advised on 5/21/&2 that §

" had never been inveetigated.

L om Tk ml - - g
teinbeck was not being and

The Attorney General's office telephonically requested
the Bureau's file on Steinbeck on 10/27/42 and was advised only
information available wos two parphlets. G-2 investigated
Steinbeck in 1943 and it was recommended Steinbeck not be given

Arpy Commission. (109-106224}@(0" PRev Aemy Lotler die
ev
§-%-77 owi-22-7§
333
(,GQ'Q,&
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d THESE DAYS:

Stembeck’s Llst

WD,
|l l'U vVes l‘ U llllllg

‘ By QEORGE E. SOKOLSKY . . %=% Noowe
TEINBECK, who writes novels and things, has Tele. Room
J"compﬂea a list of those who could not enter the Hollomen
United States under its present laws. He zays that it is . Gandy
not & Joke and, of course, as it 15 published In the ery- }/V
dite “Saturday Review,” it cannot possibly be 2 joke, but l

1t does seem t0 be a futile occupation for 50 noble &

" mind. After all, every country determines who 15 to be BAIMNER
admitted to it, just as every weli-ordered household N
decides what kind of persons it want.s to umu to
‘dinner.

I shall tike the ﬁrst five names on Bteinbel:k’s lixt

“as an example of his thinking and because the entire
list would add nothing to the reader’s knowledge, ex- Am
cept perhaps to Wonder at Steinbeck’s logle: . | ﬁf;jgﬁ“&%ﬁ?m »
“NAME CHARGE . P EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN
. ADAM Morals - = , e OTHERWISE _,~
. C.A‘IH' i ‘lln-d.- . TN

NOAH Alcohonsm cruelty te a.nima.h

SAUL - Assault with intent to kill

DAVID Revolution” - s

Ot course, John Steinbeck has & perfect, to

understand the book of Genesis, in the Bible, as he . lro-jela20- /Y-
chooses, in whatever language he has learned to read . TP eyt
it. Bowever, if he accepts the theories of the Hebrewson - NOT RECORD:D
the subject of Adam, -that progenitor of the human 48 JuN 12 1957

. race bears no moral stigma, except the Fall which ml.dl
us humans instead of angels, seraphim and other dis- ! <
embodied spirits. Bo, Steinbeck’s trouble is not that o
he does not understand a Semitic folk-tale, but Itl!

_mystical meaning is beyond bim altogether, . { Wash. Post and

' As for Cain, naturally we should keep him out. A Times Herald
man who kills his brother is undesirable In any soclety. Wash. News
Would Steinbeck have him admitted? Would he bulld Wash, Star
an &rch of trilumph for him? I saw a preview of Leo N. Y. Herald
McCarey’s picture, “An Affair to Remember,® and I Tribune
could not help thinking that these are perfectly normal, / :’t
healthy human be‘...gggnothing d*ﬂypih.,c"*li one of N. Y. Journal-
them. Does John Bteinbeck object 10 such a picture? ; American
Must we welcome murderers to our ccmpa.n,y to plem N. Y. Mirror
St,embeck? ] _ AR ‘- . N. Y. Daily News

) N. Y. Times
Teaches Respect for Parents ' Daily Worker
Eis next objectlonable character 15 Noah. who buﬂt The Worker

‘-the Ark. The story of Noah is particularly significant
In Hebrew folklore because it teaches respect for par-
“ents, Noah liked his wine and he Iay aslesp, uncovered
nnd imm-nmrlv exposed, Shem coversd the shame af —-
"his father with respectful delicacy, Perhaps SteinbacX Date —JUN.1 01053 ——
"@oes not, in this age of, sophisticated ignorance, giaxp .

the beauty of thip tale, or even know of lt. et

631t

New Leader

"
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© &g wecometosaul haﬂng 5k1ppéd Y
Bibliest-ciraracters that Steinbeck might have used

At he knew of them, for instance; Lot and his wife, and
~all the progenitors of the Semitic peoples who were

polygamists and each had several wives which was not
prohibited by local law or custom. Saul was a kingat a
time when kings ruled autocratically and when & king
had power of life and death over his subjects. The
Hebrews, however, had a control over the kings, namely

. that there were prophets, holy men who were regarded

by the people as being the voice of God. Saul was
bawled out by a prophet when his conduct became
too oppressive, After all, if we admitted King 8S8ayd, a
descendant of Ishmael, probably way back an Edomite,
and housed him in Blair House as & guest of the natlon,
we would surely have admitied Baul. The precedents
are against Steinbeck, Also we admitted Halle Selassie

: of Ethiopla, a descendant of David by way. o! Solo n

afgd the Queen of Sheba. - N

No, he objects to David as a. revolutlonixt w h

vid was not at all because he was obeying the

of God, which cannot be said of Lenin of Trotsky who
denled God. David killed Goliath and saved his peopls
which was a very proper thing to do then as now.
Thereupon David and the King's son, Jonathan, be-
came pals, But 1t was the Lord's intent that David
should rule and it is 5o clearly stated. And one reason
was that David was a very holy man who wrote many
psalms, some of which have come down to us to this
day and which are read at alI .Tewlsh a.nd Chrlath.n'

. religious services, . B

It Is perfectly clear that of John Steinbeck’ ﬂrst

" five, four could have come into the United States and

would have been received either by President Eisen=
hower or John Foster Dulles. The fifth, whe killed hll
brother, Steinbeck can keep for himself,

| Sowment, 1957. King r-m- Iraﬁsll. l-. -_:7 , :-::‘-::‘:y
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its present
Jaws. He says '
that it iz not
a joke and of
course, as it is
pnbhshed in -
theerudite €
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Review,” it
rannot possi-
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Jutile occupation for so noble
-2 mind. After all, every coun-
try determines who is to be
admitted to it, just as every
wellordered household de-
‘eides what kind of persons
4t wants to invite to dinner. ~
. I shall take the first five
‘names on Steinbeck's list as
‘an example of his thinldnz
‘and because the entire’ list

would add nothing to the

reader's knowledge, except

maps to wonder at Stgi.n

's logie:.
Charge ™
BLOT@LS

LY Uy

NIUTaeL .
Alcoholism, cruel-
ty to animals
Assault with in.
tent to kill

Revolution™

" *Name
Adam
Cain

 Baul
- David

' Of course, John Stelnbeck

has a perfect right to under-
stand the book of Genesis,
in the Bible, as he chooses.
fnn whatever language he has
learned to read it. However,
if he accepts the theories of
the Hebrews on the subject
of Adam, that progenitor of
the human race bears mno
wmorsl stigma, except the fall
whEh made us humans in-
ste angels, seraphim and
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other di:embodied lpirﬁ.l. So, an Edomlﬁe and houned bhn
Steinbeck’s trouble ‘i pot’ in Blair House as a guest o
that he does not understand the Nation, we would lurely
a Semitic folk-tale, but iis !uve sdmitted Saul. 1

mystical meaninz -is beyond . ROW, he ohjqcu to Dlv}d
him altogether s as . a revolutionist, which
AS FOR CAIN mturally David was not at all because '

. we should keep him out. AJ he was obeying the will of.

man who kills his brother is God, which cannot be sald of

undesirable in any society, ‘Lenin or T!‘Oﬁb, Who den.led

Wouid Steinbeck have him
admitted? Would he buiid an,, It Is perfectly clear that d
arch of triumph for him? John Steinbeck's first five,-
His pext objectiqnable char- J four could have come into the
acter is Noah, who buﬂt the United States and would have
Atk. The story of oah been received either Prest
4n He- dent Eisenhower or Jo !ol-_
) e e
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Steinbeck

brew folklore because.
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tors of the Semitic peoples
who were polygamisis and
each had several wives which
was not prohibited by local
law or custom. Saul was a kin;
at a time when kings rul

uutocraunny and when m
king had power of life and
death over his subjects. The
Hebrews, however, had a con-
trol over the kings, namely
that there were prophets,
holy men who were regarded
by the people as being the
volce of God, Saul was bawled
cut by a prophet when his
conduct became to0 oppres-

sive. After it we admitted
King Ssud, ® descendaht of |
Ishmael, probably Mj

TNOT REc()Rue.u
TaguN 12 957 .,

Wash. Post and .ﬁ.ﬁ_
Times Herald -
Wash. News
Wash, Stor _
N. Y. Herald
Tribune
N. Y. Journal-
American
N. Y. Mirror
N. Y Dally News
N. Y. Times
Dazly Worker
The Worker
New Leader

Date _JMQ-SJ——-
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OTHERWISE .

Decenter 1, 1958 - -

somx £, sizmmeex. O Lo ABBR Y -
e Born: Pebruary 27, 1902 [
SRR Salinas, Celiformix—=" . .. - .

You are referred to our msorendum dated .. . . .
Narch 1, 1954, emceruing the captioned individual, ® - °.

The April 1, 1955, $aswe Pf the *Dally ' -. -
Worker” snd the April 7, 1955 issue of She "Peoplels .-
World” earried articles nht!.nf to a reviey by Jolm ' .
Steinbeck of Matusowts "False Witness" which originally
appeared in tho April 2 Sasue of the "gaturday Review
of Literaturs.” In the article oaptioned "Daath of & X

Racket,” Steinbeck speaks with "harsh contempt” of ths ,
inti-Cosmunist Hired qua'nl__sr."(loo-375988-A Dally worker Ml_/SS)

The "Deily Worker" was an east coest communist ’

newspaper vhich suspended publication on January 13, 1958,
The *Daily People?s World® las been cited by the Sp cial
Comnittee en Un-Anerican Aotivities, House Report 1311, dated
March 29, 15L4 as the official organ of the Communist . dd
Party on the west comst,™ - . Tor ot <,

. %he foregoing information is furnished te -~ -
you as & result of your requsast for an ¥BI file ohsck and
18 pot to be construsd a2 & clearancs or 8 nonclearanse
of the individual involved. This information is loaned
for your use and 1s not to be disseminated outaide of
your agensy. _ _ : .

orig and e to US |
Req rectd: 11{}8/%%
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: / | Ml Trotter
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.& Vi 2 Mr. Ingram

Miss Gandy
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= T, RE: MENTION OF FBI IN THE BOQK. R

Ty "THE WINTER OF OUR DISCONTENT" Vkaaid
5 o BY JOHN STEINBECK
b _ The above book, a recent Literary Guild selection, is a novel /.~

laid in the fictitious town of New Baytown, New York, and concerns the

problems of a young grocery store clerk whose family had at one time been -ﬁ?
among the leaders of the community. The book is written in the first-person

as though being told by the "hero."™ At the beginning of the book he describes
various persons of the town including one Stonewall Jackson Smith, the Chief

of Police, whom he characterizes as being of above average intelligence for

the town and who "even took the FBI training at Washington, D. C."

Later in the story, just a weekend before the local elections ' "
the Grand Jury indicts the city manager and other high officials for corruption,
etc. Immediatelv prior to the announcement of the indictments, Chief “"Stoney"
Smith had made a trip to the State Capitol and in a subsequent conversation
between the Chief and the grocer clerk, in which the Chief is clearly suffering
from a guilty conscience, it becomes evident that he has been excluded from
the indictments because he chose to "turn state's.evidence, " so to speak,
and furnish information against the other town officials. / b - } 0 @ }/—- //

10 REC- 38
OBSERVATION g;.)) ‘s sgp 21 1961

While Steinbeck does not belabor the fact thaL%ChieI of:- Palice

1 TTYT doere 2oem d e PR P

is FBI er.uwu, nevertheless a careful reader cannot fail to recall the reference
in the initial introduction to the Chief when his behavior concerning the indict-

ments comes up. S
BECEin; - LY
Der e doncs b :u..: Thmmlel o e f - .. ~an ey ‘OI? | o YR N
Dy vl asi, oLed IWLL b ICl LI.L!:H LU a vustiice repdl uient
investigator who appears in the story inve ille al entry into the
United States of one of the townspeople are of the h est' liber. :
- S
. ni,-r‘n\:ruwnnmION a M ) 7
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IIOSOOW _— Americg’s yquth
is omuch concerned ;with . the
quesiicn of war or peace, said -
John Steinbeck, in a tplk with
Suret )uuunahsu.

The "author of ?anes ot
Wrat.h" is. making his first visit
to the USSR since the middle
1940's.- He - is -much fimpressed
with the changes he i seeing.

Steinbeck’s novels are - popu-
lar here. I find them in all the
libraries of the factories, farms
and ships that I wisit. .

He was eargerly questioned
by?two writers for the Kom-
somolskaya - Pravda, “dhe -youth

the :present young -American 3
writers reminded bim of his own
first steps in literature.

\Wﬁ)

Steinbeck
Impressed by

By Ax'r SHIELDS . .

L

"I don’t think 50,” he replied..
1 began to write sbme decades
«ago. T was much influenced by’

the severe economic depression

%§n America at that time. 1 think
“dhat the youth now is more con
T verned with this issue of war o

"‘peace O

He 4did not
ﬂmt they see the way clearly .
_at this time, and be “thought
- the most pronounced feature of

~American -youths is the “con- -

. cern” “.and “*uneasiness” . they

- have been feeling thmugh the -
s and liked, - 7. -

" POSt-War Years.
%] think the pmain umse,
“he continued. “is the absence of

- “a ‘concrete goal. -Absemce of a

Ztarget 40 which they ¢an’ dedi

oeeking something dszewn! from

theu- rpresent ‘environment,” he

4]?'1

d—

4n -Moscow
Progress

Tolson
Belmont
Mohr

Casper
Callahan

P ——— BRSPS

T|‘|'H"l"l'

sald ‘and” I.hexr ‘seeking are be-
_ing expressed by many young
wnters in America {oday. .
Steinbeck ~ 'wants - his _{ellow
Amencan writers to be “for” not
merely “against” ‘something. He
poted at one point that some

-

- fyoung American gvﬂtcrs give too
tbink however

‘much attention “to denouncmg
everything in the past. B
~The correspondents wanted to
rknow what Soviet writers were
plied that Sholokhmr Ehrenburg
plied that Shokolov, Ehrenbourg
‘and Simonov were best known

Unfommate!y most other So-— |

.+wiet writers bave pot yet been

- published In'bmeriu, he said.
»q{ehubomworﬂngonaﬁew-
vel since summer.-t will ‘be
long novel that will take any
wther two years, And it will d¢al
with th.e,’monls of - Amerium
“mociety, he stated, ’

“ Tre Woeker' Jutd o
Ocrvece 29, /763 X
S p" ) #L' The w::hlnu;on F;:ll and
Lsc ’ﬂc - ’ mes ara,

The Washington Daily News

‘The Evening Star

New York Hergld Tribune

New York Journal-American 0

New York Mirror

N York Daily News

T§w Yotk Post
¢ New Yotk Ti —7__

The Worker P-f? 7 dUEbt’

The New Leader

The Wgll Street Journal

The National Observer

People's WOrld
Date _/5 ‘2 ‘3’ "

\ b =l Rl o 7
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v -TSATION CORT, i f
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Born! Februa?' 27, 1902
Salinas, California

A review of FBI files reveals the folloﬂuﬂ o
information which may pertain to captioned individual,

; - Enclosed i3 a copy of an article appearing on -
= £ . f&ﬁ; five of the "Worker®" midweek edition dated October 29,
' v‘/ 963, captioned "Steinbeck in Moscow Impressed by Progress,” -

The "Worker" is an East Coast communist Puhl_igatiog.

Your attention is directed to 'therfollowing Teports
and memoranda which have been sent to your agency;

Bemorandum dated April 12, 1957, ca tlond q
John Ernst Steinbgck' sent April lg, 1957, Ml

o 2. Report dated August 24, 1959, by SAA
2% ﬁ mﬂt léw York'captlc'mgg .

arian .
» ork Division® sent August §l. 1959._
nois,

Ve 3, Memorandum 26, 1960, Chicago, I114
o captioned Internal -
= Security-PU" sent Jine 8, * s e

4, Repor 64, at Nei York,
by SA captioned "Russky
Golos shing Company, )

(100-106224-10

SN 65-34794-239, 105-81470-7,
Enclosure 100-395%{5-2765. A N

Original & 1-CIA - : %’M’L

2 Request Received-2-27-64 :
E Jim
o JSPTbss
o 'l"hl!ﬁclnmnt contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of

t ' ' the FBI, and is leaned to your ageacy; it and {ts conlenis gre not to be distributed outside your
agency. Thiy is th anawer to your request far ¢ check of FBI files.

-

64NLR1: 3\4.
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Callahan

,. i gm;md
dra et & ' Gole
! To * Mr. Deloach DATE: 7-20-65 ::1:::«::1

Tave!

ale

Trotter
— j FROM M, A7 Filen 7 e
. 34 INPOROLATION CONTATIER Gonds
; ', SERETN 1S UNCLASS Y3, ¢7 prq rdfd,
SUBJECT: JOHN ERNST STEINBECK WXCEPT WHERE SHQWH a5y

OSSN ancLASSIF_;DBY
- R /-22-29 L .
O Y )8,

In response to Mr. Tolson's request, the following data is being

set out as a result of a check of our files on captioned individual.
.._,/f /va’ LAEE u(uf s

Mr)ﬁembeck was born at Salinas, California, on February 27,
- 1902. He was a student at Stanford University for five years but did not graduaie
" He married Carol Henning in 1930 and was divorced from her in March, 1943. He |
married Gwyn Conger on March 29, 1943 and Elaine Scott on December 28, 195q .
nt: ud..b ueen LllU d.l-lLIlUl. Ul. a uumw1 Ul. WULD a,.uu was awar ucu l..llt: .ruu.l.ar;x pl. 14
in 1940. He was also employed as a war correspondent and as a writer for the
"New York Herald Tribune' during 1943, 1944, 1947 and 1948,

Although he has never been investigated by the FBI, he wrote
Attorney General Biddle in May, 1942, as follows: '""Do you suppose you could
ask Edgar's boys to stop stepping on my heels? They think I am an enemy C.L\ i
E
)

It is getting tiresome. "

"n‘f

LN

determine suitability to hold commission in Army, but was recommended unfav L
ably. Carol Steinbeck (first wife, divorced 1943), registered as a Commum§t :
California in 1938 to see reaction it would cause, Steinbeck opposed hua,wﬂe s

Army Intelligence (G-2) investigated Steinbeck during 1343 to” g é
=
action, and he was registered as a Democrat. (‘gxk) Per an_j ;

p

sStewnpeck reporiedly associated with communists during early days
1026_1041 to gpather mnfcnnnl 'Fn-r- 'hnnlre hut was not interested in
’ il WS .I-uil. 6 i d Ak

adva.ncing the cause of the Pa.rty Many of his writings, including "Grapes of
Wrath, " 1939, were about poverty-stricken migrant workers and portrayed the
sordid side of American life. Due to the nature of his writings they were translated
into foreign languages and widely distributed by enemies of the United States

(both Nazis and Soviets), as examples of life in the United States even though the
communists were reportedly at odds with him as they did not feel he adequately
portrayed American communists.or hfe m liussm e

C- o ;s ;] 2
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M. A. Jones to Deloach e

RE: JOHN ERNST STEINBECK

| T hna haoan nhﬁnnh aldtn n lHHmitad aviant writh nn'l-ln' or wranizatinne
AT MDD WOUTIL UWIMICLWLTW W @ MALULILTU UALTIIL Wikl Yl AWV & HALL OGALVLLD

and publications that have been cited by the Department, the House Commlttee on
Un-American Activities or state legislative committees during the period 1936-1946.
Some of these organizations included the following: the Western Writers Congress
(1936); the League of American Writers (1939); the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties (1941) and the Simon T. Lubin Society, Inc. (1938). In

1938, he organized and served as chairman of the John Steinbeck Committee

to Aid Agricultural Workers which was widely supported by communists. Among

e = 2 o i g 3 Yoy dd P

bUIHquIHbL rd.l Ly lueuthb repuL LBLuy cu.t.empu.ug LU l.lld-&t: a Comimunist UUI. Ul
Steinbeck (1937-1940) were Ella Winter, California Communist Party functionary,
l and Carey McWilliams described by Budenz as under communist discipline.
(100-115040)

The "New York Herald Tribune" of May 18, 1948, contained an
article concerning a meeting in Rome, Italy, of the Democratic Women's Inter-
national Federation whose aim was to Iight "Amencan, British and French 1mper1-

al.lSLb d.nu Wd.rmongers T AL I.Il.lb meeuug, dUll.[l DLB.I.HUBLK wdd pUULJLIy CT J.L.lbl.l-eu as
‘ one of several persons who had been converted to "the camp of war and antifSovidism. "

The 4-1-9%5 issue of the "Daily Worker" contained a review of an
article Steinbeck had prepared concerning the book, "False Witness, ' written by
Harvey Matusow in which Steinbeck criticized Matusow's testimony. The "Daily
Worker™" article was critical of Steinbeck on this occasion because he had asserted that
the communists Were also responsible for the climate of disunity and suspicion

IS P Ly, | P R e ) - ma &

throughout the world during this period.

In 1939, a reliable source advised the FBI that John Steinbeck was on
the mailing list of the Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs. Another
reliable source has described this organization as a communist-infilirated
organization in Japan.

\ In Apnl 1964, a reliable source adnsed the FBI that on March 12,

b PP 4 mtenlamntle Bem ] mennnleem L ADMN ne mevr nrtblinal o £an fasas

n -
liﬂu‘:t, uunu nLrnesi DL(’.‘.U.I.UCLK Hd.u. I'BLB].VBU. UIC BUuill Ul p‘téU ads dil dUuLiiyl " loe 11Ul

the Soviet publication, "Novyi Mir." (62-5-19610)
RECOMMENDATION: '

For information. \/ Q P ‘%,
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March 18, 1968
BY LIAISON )

rrs. dildrod Slanall
The Wate Iounz
v.ashir ton, L. C.

Dear Lirs. Stegall:

Reference ic =:ii. [0 your narmo check request Jor a
review of FBI files concerniny; . Jollowing indivicuals subsequent
to the cate of the previcus miizc . .eck regusst o5 noted following
each name.

John Ex. Tl .clusoc, ieay .-, 1564

- RXEPT FROM GDS, C&T“a.‘.’f
. i -

DATE OF DECLAS

W/

omrmr.mmm 2P I P jJJ7é

NC 0L

. 39 .
. i : )3 :
y §| Gale - « Mr. DeLoach (se%‘cﬁlrect) e )8
i' Sulliv 1- Nh‘ Gale ent dlrect) . 1 1968 '7/41:,.43 15w / o
! o E‘ S - Se noté next page,« .
Tele. Room

_.,_- --

Holmes

e -
Gandy & All’_ oo ’I‘ELETYPE UNIT D 5 - ; 3 -
W S Tovmar st o

i ; o A




Mrs. Mildred Stegall M

L ]
The files of the Identification Division were checked
and found to contain no zdditionzl pertinent date concerning the above
individuals.

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the
Attorney General.

Sincerely ‘yours,

-2-

NCT=:. Cur files reflect that ie fin.l results of our name check

blc concernin-w;ﬁss aat’by -aemorandum dated $-12-83, rather
than 9-4-63. The accditionz. .nfoirraation was developed sabsequent to

the prior summary memorandum furnished in 1963.
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ALY, INFORMATION CONTAIRER
HKEREIN IS UNCLASSIFLIER —/
pivalienpkema liay 20, 1064

Y

%’;@S“\—‘ ' JOIN ERKST STERNBECK- Samméin / . e
ot -
e -
ol Jobn Lrns nct Steinbeck has never been the subject of inve i zlicn
& by o POL
~
il Lir. Steinbeck was born at Salinos, Califorris, on F.brucsy 27,
c T 1500, Tio wos a student at Stonford University for five years but <o nat
L N\ STooTe. He werricc Carol Memuing in 1920 and was divorced fro.a hirin
- ; lrezih, 1?-13. e n.arried Cuyn Conger on i arch 22, 1848, and Liains Czctt
Foa gy o0 —zcen wer 23, 1850, Ie has been the author of 2 nunter of boois ane wis
:‘ L Q anizoed tise Pdditzcer prize in 1543. Ile wos also employed 2s a vor correznond-
H E : el cnd 25 a writer for the "iew Yori Iierald Tribune" curing 1845, 1L.1%, 1347
¢ e 2nud 1043, R el
€:q Ziceorcing to the annual report of the House of _-:_;::cs-.»..--_‘.i;cs
£ E§§C miz-itice oa Un-fzierican Activities publiched in 1022, Curinz the Foll of 1835
% E 4acroup ci litcral and communist writers iscuad a call {or 2 confzroneo to ‘V held
¢ ouw _..: e I"“""'_""M ~¥amnin, on INovember 12, 1826, under the avspices of the
?355,5 Joniern Vritord' Cencress. Tue report indicated that onz of the =2onscrz of this

C-.::-u 23s was John Steinbeek, A relizble informaent of the FDI acviced in 1848 thet
<ol cteinbeck was cao of the writers who attended the Yectern Viriterd Conoress
inif 0. Im 104-, tiis Congress was deseribed by the ic / e Co:;n;l te¢ on Un-

ARk ol 'v1v-| ‘- :‘bf\ﬂ‘

Je
hald 1 E3 -~ Ty s L3 ~
~aricon iviiies {uuun; ab & COInn.unist iTole, V .
.

Q-AA.\'“

lf"l‘l

Accor;irw to a reliable informant of the FSI, Cam Iorey, in 1587,
icdiczied to Tla Viinte t;...t he was pleaced to kear about "Cteinkzelz's now Dok ™
LOTC) Comn.ernicy t“.... cicinbaciz could write and with the education ™I oot told you
Lnoour 1r.c*1c_> Lave teoen giving him, \h.. ougit to make the grade Lotter tihon Le
¢Zsinkis carly tool." The ml‘ rmant n.rmy-,w no acd *:o.-_.l irfornolion i

iy the Etc;n plaletiqh alicivial . d, and it i 1., f‘v pzroonis 1;., c°
! 3831
Tolson e ':“r,.. ~ Al tna st

[ 2
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& pampidet eatitled "Their Zlcod Is Strong™ by Join Relabeck
vias published ia £pril, 1833, by the iinon J. Lubla Socicty of Calilorniz,
Licorporated (8J L.Jul). This pamphlet consisted of material waich (icinbeck had
putlicaed elsewhere and which had been reprinted In parapaiet form wila Jteinbeeit's
rermmission. The Califoraia Comumnittee on Un-American 4ctivities (CCUA) In dts
report publisied dn 1045 aesceribed the SILECT as a comnmunist froat for Califoraia
rariza penciration,
A painpalet captioaed "Vriters Take CSidzs' was publisl:e;; by the
entue of Aumerican VWriters (LAY/), New York, New Yorx, in 2iay, 1063, wng was
wezoceribed as containing Ictters about the war in Zpain from 415 Ao cuc:n autiors,
Ona I'ace 56 of tils paraphlet there appeared g letter irom Joan fteiabeci. The
“Laily Voorker,' an Lact coast comiaunizst newspaner, on Lpril 25, 1508, coatuined
an article noting that 3° prowninent writers, including John cteinbeck, had maue publ
1ctter urging support of the Feueral Arts Project and imdiczing that the inzivicails
were acting on tiecir behalf as well as on tie behalf of the »uV, Tke article ncted th:
o.ae of the vice presidents of the orzanization was John Steluncll,

The records of the Lepariment of State, Ctate of New York, in 1841
cilocted a cemiiiicate of incorporation was filed in 1839 for the LAV/. Johmn
Zteinbeck, of Los Angeles, California, was oae of tie airectors wiao was a;pointed
act until the first ammual meeting of the gorpo;ation.

The LAW has been cited as subversive pursuant to Ixecutive
Orier 10450, . L

The regort of the hearings belore a rubcomr**i tee of the Cominnittee
oin roreizn Ielotions of the United lates Cenate, 8ist Congress, on PPase 164,
coatzinzu inforization attributed to "The New York Tiries” of Jam.s ry <1, 1953,
which consisted of an open leiter urging tiat the embargo asaiast Jpzin be liftea.
Joon (teinbeck a; poarea as one of the percons urging that the ;3'*111;,‘1 ex1oarpo be
litted, aand it vas Indicated that the organization sponsoring the plea was tie
V. achington Commitiee to Lift Spanich Embargo, This organizaiion was citez as a
cormmunizt front in the 1943 report of the CCUA.

In 1350, a relia.ble informant of the FEI advised that Carcy ILocy/ildar
was the : Lthor ¢l the book, "Tractorics in the Iield, ™ publishea in 1959, wihich was
the {oancrtioa of John ticiab cc:.'r book, "Grapes of V.rath.' ZLccording to the
1.1.0-..1:1nt, nieivilliams was under co: m*lunif‘t disclpline and this haa a grezt q-?.l o
«0 with the way this book was handled 25 well as iteinbeeik's bool because Loct. fliat
at that time was supposeuly making a communist out of Cteinbeck.

¢ - T
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L‘-ﬂ (100-145-365-71) N

In 1542, a rclinde informant of the DI adviccd that tiie Comrmilles’
To Aid £ zricultural ‘.‘.orucrs was organized under the leaderghip of John Cteintcel,
and it hod the supnort of inony proacinent people in Crliforaia, In the fnforizant's
o;inicn, they were all people wiio had been active in behalf of "communict united
front orgondzations, ™

In 1941, a rcliable source advised the FEI thot the name of Joln
& L\,-n_ﬂcc.., ios G..to:.-,, California, apgcared in the active incices oi the Mational
Tederition for Conctitutional Lib"rhea. This organizetion has been cited as
sulrsersive pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

v 4

In 1044, the records of the Ciiice of Naval Imellizence inuicatea that
one Jonn fteinkeck, I~.ew Yorx, New York, had received literature and daily news-
;;—:-:rs frora Tloscow, Russia, during 1942 and 1942, The United States Cifice of

.2 orsudp aaviged in 1044 t‘1 it this cane John Steinbeck had received a copy of the
., c320w Mews, ' a newcpapar published in Russia, -

The report of the House of Representatives Commidttee on Un-Zunericar
Activities, prblished on 2larch 23, 1844, cescribed The Notionzal Liaritime Union of
~inerica as hoving "toed the Comunict Party line throush 2ll s chanjes in recent
3"“"‘“3. " The rerort continued, "These ships of the Axerican I erchant L.arine are
beoins sunzlied with libraries for the seamen to read while at sea. . .Jdohn {ieinbeck's
*Cropos of Vrath' is naturally present, as it would be in any Communistst
=l

i &
scleciion ™
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~
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.
A relizble informant of the FDI advised in May, 1845, taat the )
American Youtl for Domocraey, an organization which has beza clted as sumcrr‘h}e
widin the parview of Exccutive Order 16450, issucd a list of recommended reading
which contained the book entitled "The Moon is Down" by Joan Steinbe 1:.

In 1545, a relinble informant of the FEI advised that letters had been
prepared to be sent to John Stelnbeck, among others, requesting tiiat he preopriea
teotimoninl to thz "vallant Epanish exiles and the work of the Joint Anti-Fascist
Twclegce Comunittee,." This organization has been cited 2s subversive witliin the

purvicw oi £xecutive Order 10450,

A rellable source, in April, 1846, advised the FEI that the Mational
Couacil of American-Coviet I‘rie')__,hip in New York City was plaminz to give a
rccc*:u.on in Now York City in honor of three visiting Soviet literary fizures.
Lecoraing to the informant, John Steinbeck was 1nu1catcd to be one of those rersons
Wi10 \\J..lu receive an invxtation to attend this reccgtion.

*The New York Times, ' on TFebruary 21, 1243, described the
forniztion of a cooperative publisiiing concern undas the name of the Associated

;.,a‘ zine Coatributors, Incorporated. The article set forth the initial list of ovner-
cont Lutors, which included the naune of John Ctelnback., The 1043 reoport of the
CCUA discussed commuanist infiltration of various publications. The report reilected
thot communist inflacnce was esiablished throush such news services as the
Associated Mazazine Contributors, Incorporated, and others.

The Cctober 24, 1847, igsue of the "Dully Vorker' contained an
article concerning a repoit wh 1ch had bcen read at the Herald Tribune Forum. John
Ctzinbkock was coauthor of this report., The report expressead sympatay for the ’
suiferings of the Ruzsinn people curing the war and indicated that the Seosicn maeses
wcwld stronzly approve the helt of the vicious and Insane games™ of recrimination

botween Russia and the United States, , R

The "Iaily Vorker" on April 16, 1048, contained a book review of
John Cicinbeclds "A Rugzzizn Journal,' The article stated, "John Steinbeck's worm
.,3';::-::1:1; for peczle, as evidenced in his 'A Russian Journal,! LJL.bHSh d todn v) is the
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overrun with frivolous provincialism and 2 coy disinclination to {ace political
realitics, "

§ . a ! . ’ N “‘-é-.




¢

|

[

Lo 1hiz article continued to eriticize ttelabeck for his favorable

S A rci.. caces to the Lmexrican form of goverament, inclucing his statements that

= ¢ Y4 “our goverament is delijacd to kicep anyone from getting too much power or,
- naving .,,ot it, from kec )hl"‘ it, " and "we agreod that this maltes our country

f\\ 1r‘t:nn nAsTA slcr:r'lt_r hnf fnﬂf it partaialy rn'l’rnc {f functinn marn r-nr-nhr "
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The "New Leader,' a weckly magazine, on f.L"“d t 21, 1042, also
re\-ie'::ed fieinkbeck's "A lwssian Journal" and criticized Steinbec as a Sovict
asoloist., The article indicoted that Steinbeck had vicsited the homes of
m1luo.._.1rcs and implica that {rom this Cteinbeck had concluucu that the Fussians
nave ploaty fo ent ana tiot the quality of Lussion clothing had Linproved. The

article noted thnt fteinbeck constantly made excuses for the Iuscians, and it peinted

PR . - £
out thot when he odmizted that a collective farm had nni’ ona h'g shovw f r i”\’ ho

also incisted that “"any Kansas former' would o the same for his guests.

The "New York Herald Tribune" of l‘uay 18, 1645, cont:.ined an
article concerniang 2 mecting in Fome, Iialy, of the i mocrc.tic \‘ omen's
Intcrnational Federatica whose aim was to fight “'American, Eritizh aad Freach
finmerizHzts and warinonzers, U At this mecting, John Steinbeck was publicly

. critici=cd a5 one of several persons who had been coaverted to ''the cainp of

war aad anti-Covietism. "

The "Los Angeles Ixaminer,” on June 11, 1045, coatained an
article reiflectinz thnt IUng Larcaer, Jr., had cigned a coatract with John ieinkbeck
and othacrs to write a {ilm verslon of iteinbeck's story, "Pactures of Licaven.”™ The
ariicle reflected that this was the firzt Hollywosd employment given “any of the
nan-iriendly ton' cince their rcfucal to answer the communict guecton in VWashington

last iall. ™

The "Iaily Worker, " on Lpril 1, 1253, contained an article, "'Joan
Cieinbeck Takes a Leck at Matusow and 'Lc:zth of 2 Lacket,'" The articlewiz a
review of an article [teinboeu aoya preparca coacerning the boox, "falze |, ztg-ew,

—rL/ writicy by Harvey Miatucow., The Steinbeck ariicle was ol ViO’.l...lj critical of [.lztusow
©and ctated that as a result of Jiatezow's tectimony, the ricicuiousness of the wiole
corics f he investicrotions now becomes opgarent. ' The 'Czaily Vorier® article

woo eritienl of Ctelubeck, ecsecially wizen he asserted that the communists azproved
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and tict the commundsts "would much rather keep the favectizations going wiih their

harvest of fcar and Q.l.,rapn.xon. *  {100-106224- 9)
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In 1553, a reliable source advised the I that John Sieinbeck was
on the mazillnz list of the Japan Council Agzinst Atomic and Hiydrozen Bombps.
anothor reliable sourca has descrieved this organization as a communist
infiltrated organization in Japan. (105-62469-14)

In 1¢58, a rcliable source advised the FII that durlng July of that
yecar Johm Steinbeck, In care of iiclntosh and Ctis, Inc., New York, New York,
. had poon paid the sum of 3158,70 from the New York account of tiie Iiationzl Cank
A of Dulraria. If was not known to tiie source if this individual was identical with
John Erast Steinbeck., (65-34794-239)

In April, 1984, 2 reliable source advised the FEI that on MMarch 12,
A 16064, John Tirnezt Steinbock had recelved the sum of 3420 as an author's fee from
. the Soviet padlication, "Novyl Mir." (65-28939-3046)




