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--, “OperationtAbscam :has implicated
a:diverse group-of legislators, in-
-cluding House and Senate committee
chairmen, a.Démniocratic member of

.:the:House ethics;commitiee, and a

-fiercely conservative Republican.
Some have-been.involved in past
-investigations; others-have served a
«quarter-century-in Congress without
hint of scandal. - :

-Profiles of the eight: -

& Sen, Harrison A. Williams, D-N.J.
#f:. .More than any other U.S. senator,
¢~Harrison: (Pete) Williams, has
“‘émerged in the.past decade as organ-
~ized<labor’s. indispensable .man on

Capitol Hill,
Ten years-ago, a series of defeats

:and:retirements made Williams the:

-heirf:apparent to .the chairmanship
-0f ‘the ‘Labor and Public Welfare
Committee. Unions helped pull him
through an uphill re-election cam-
paign that year, and helpéd again, in
less dire circumstances, when he
was re-elected to his fourth term in
1976. > T v - .
During his first two Senate terms,
sWillianisiwas kriown for his work on
mass transit issues, his opposition to
‘the Vietnam War, and for a stormy
personal life. He was censured by
sthe New Jersey NAACP in 1968 for
;. ;appearing drunk-at a civil rights
‘ibreakKfast, In the 1970 campaign, Wil-
_iliams admitted having a drinking
*/broblem, said he had conquered it,
;Jand-manadged to avoid serious criti-
:f;éiSl'Il:.

«“Welfare (now the;Human Resources

istrumental in_passage:of massive
pension reform,thealth bills and
vother.social welfare legislation.

 :subcommittee with control over the’
Fsecurities;industry, which_helped
s him:in‘his’1976: Campaign; financial
Finstitutions -proyided: almost as
+much money:forshim ‘fnzcontribu.
hat: year”a:
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¥ -As chairmah of:Labor and Public*

iiCofmmittee), Willianis: has been-in- *

}#“He js also chairman of-a Banking.

’
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Rep. Frank Thompson Jr., D-N.J.
S™ViTtyy irreverent and Prorane, -

,Frank Thompsoh has prided himself
on the reputation:he has éarned‘as a
reformer in hi§13 House térms;

He supported;revision of labor
laws early, in his caféetiand naf-

Towly escaped seriousdinjury when -
thugs threw acid at him outside the
Capitol in 1958. He fought closed
House procedures and autocratic
committee chairmen in-the 1960s,
and challenged. Wayne Hays for con-
trol of the important House ’Admihnis-
tration Colnmittee in,1975. ,

When Hays was finally-forced out
in 1976, Thompson took over the
committee and reorganized the loose
personal expense system that al-
lowed members to pocket large sums

of cash without reporting them. .

Thompson has:devoted much of
his time to federal support for the
arts, and to création of the National

Endowment for the¢!Arts, But in re-
cent years, most of his‘legislative
work has been.with labor —as a
loyalist, notacritic. * =

It was Thompson ‘who led the
fights in.1976 for common site pick-
€ting-legislation and-Iin 1977 for

labor law revision. “I guess I'm
generally- thought of.-as. the- one
aroundhere who carries thi¢'1oad for
labor,” he said. “And I guless I do.”

‘Rep. John M. Murphy, D-N.Y.

An honors graduate of the U.S.
Military Academy, John Murphy is
viewed in the House as a man who
knows how to lead. He has used the,,
seemingly innocuous Merchant Ma-
ring and Fisheries Committee .to
gain legislative levérage over a vari:

, ety of policy areas, And’he was:the

' principal power bioker in the recent .
passage of legislation implemeriting
President Carter’s Panama: Canal

\ treaties. But he has never managed:

| to break free of suspicion about his
methods and his involvemeiits.

~ Aclose ally of the; maritime indus-..,

try, Murphy was criticized'in 1977
- for receiving:nearly $10,000from

industry-officials at'a fitndsraisers !
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«.The same year, Murphy confirmed f ‘Rep. John M. Murtha, D-Pa.

that he nad arranged a meeting in '

1973 between-the Interstate Com-

merce Commission and Thom%s=iy.Vij

Gambino, son of reputed New York
City mafia boss Carlo Gambino. The
younger Gambino was having diffi-
culty obtaining ICC authorization
for his trucking firm. MurpXy later
appeared before & grand jury on the
subject. s

In garly 1979, it was_publicly re-
ported that Murphy was under
investigation by the Justice Depart-
ment for possible tax evasion and
failure to register a$ a foreign agent.
The Staten Island Democrat was ac-
1ive on behalf of the Pahlavi Foun-
dation,”a Tehran trust fund cen-
trolled by the deposed shah of Iran.

[
1

A Marine Corps major whow
Bronze Star and two Pur‘g?;\H:;lﬁ:
etnam, Murtha has in six years
begoxqe an influential House mem-
ber with close access to the formal
Democratic power structure. )

_ 'The $3,200-a-year pay raise
took effect for membflz)rsyof (.!gﬁgtx?ei;
last year owes more to Murtha than’
{)o any other individual, As a mem-

er of the House Appropriations
Committee, he'saw that pay raise:
language was included in a legisla-
tive appropriations bill last spring.

When that bill was defeated on the
House floor, Murtha tried again, at.
tachmg'a pay raise to an emerge'nc

propriation-bill. Along with other

members of the House leadershi
lobbied furiously for it 1n the Wack
before floor consideration, and pa-
trolled the aisles the afternoon of
;ﬁ;g_::;tte, «l_xelé)igg to round up the
needed t i
thron 0 push the bill

In addition.to serving on the

I3

Appropriations Comumittee, Murtha
is a [nember of the Cominmittee on
Stan{lards of Official Conduct, the
+ chan}ber’s ethics committee.

Rep. John W. JenretteJr., DS.C.

John Jenrette came to Congress in
1974 through the support of the
emerging black electoraté in South
Carolina, and he has been a close
ally of his state’s black community
ever since. )

A native of Horry-County, scene of
federal probes in-the past, Jenrette
came to prominence in 1972 when he
wrested the district’s Democratic
nomination from John McMillan,
the aging chairman of the House Dis-
| trict of Columbia Committee. He lost
the general election that year, but
' ousted a.Republican in 1974, and
won re-election comfortably in 1976
and 1978.

Jenrette has been a member of the
House Agriculture and Appropria-
tions committees ahd has worked
assiduously for the protection of
" {oBacco, the area’s, most-important
commodity. On other issues, he has
generally been among the most
moderate of the southern House
Democrats, more willing thdn most
to support national party goals. In
1979, he supported a welfare reform
bill opposed by almost all Demaocrats
from southern states.

[ 4
Rep. Michael (Ozzie) Myers, D-Pa.
The best-known incident of Ozzie

Myers's.three-year congressional ca-
reer is one he.would just as soon for-
get. He was arrested in January of
1979 and charged with assaulting a
security guard and-a cashier in an
Arlington cocktail lounge. |

The arrest took place after a party.
following Myers' swearing-in for his
second congressional term. He was
initially charged with assault and
battery, but-pleaded no contest t0
one count of disorderly conduct
inder an arrangement that allowed
his record to be cleared of the con-
viction. )

Otherwise, Myers has been a quiet
member of theEducation and Labor
Committee-and only an infreqdent
participant in House floor debate.

A former cargo.checker on the
Philadelphia docks, Myers rose in
South Philadelphia Democratic poli-
tics -under the regime of Mayor
Frank L. Rizzo. When a vacancy de-
veloped in the city’s congressional
delegation in 1976, the party organ-
jzation chose Myers, and he was
easily nominated and elected,

Rep. Raymond F. Lederer, D-Pa.

Like Myers, Lederer made_his
reputation in Philadelphia politics
as a an orgagization,Demécrat, one
who ‘helped Mayor Rizzo when the
chips were down.

A former football coach and
probation officer in the Philadel-
‘phia-school system; Lederer gerved
two terms in the Pennsylvania legis-

latutre. When Democrat William J.
Green left the U.S, House to run ffir

the Senate in 1976,:Lederer move d
on to Congress. '

* Lederer also succeeded to Green’s

. place on the Ways and Means Com-

mittee, where he has been a consist~

- .ent liberal Democratic vote. He has

worked hard for tariff protection for
industries important to his area, and
has been an active critic of subsidies
to sugar producers.

* “Rep. Richard Kelly, R-Fla.
The only Republican reported to
be under investigation, Kelly has
.survived seripus trouble before.

As a local-judge in Florida, Kelly
faced impeachment charges based
on his treatment of defendants be-
fore the bench. But he was never
convicted by the state legisiature,
and won election to the House 1n
1974.

As a-House member, Kelly has
-been a maverick and a loner, a bitter
critic of labor unions and the bu-
reaucracy, who enjoys tearing into
the liberal opposition on the House
flpor. He has been among the cham-
ber's most consistent fiscal consery-
atives, and this brought him extra
attention in 1979 when it was discov-
ered that he had overspent his
House expense allowance, forcing
‘him to pay money back to Congress. |
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Rep. John Jenreite, D-5.0; Angelo Exfichetti, mayor of.
Camden, K.J,, and Sen; Hartison Williams, D-N.J., talk.

- to reportérs outside their homes yesterday after news.
stories said they’and other"politicians face potential
bribery charges following an undercover FBI “sting™ -
operation. The'house {left); at-4407 W St NW, was-the.
center of the operation in the District and was rented to |}
the FBI by an unwitting-Washington Post reporter, Lee - _||
Lescaze. o T i,
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SN LA o beln under way since. mid-19/ig51t
Or Cern fine eation’” will be coriducted'to ey lived from an ifivestigationiby thé -
AN SR I find the Source of leaKs that appar-  Brooklyn unit of the Justice’Depart-

S By AllanErigk
‘\g&g{ggzqn Star Staff Writer

Ethics.committees in-both houses
of Congress:today pledged investiga. !
-tions of reports that.seven House !

members'and a senator were snared
in.an; FBI “Sting” operation, while

‘congresional leaders voiced their |
S sshockiand iexpressed fear for the |,

--image’of Cotigress,

~.«2The Hotise ethics committee was

called into & emergency session to

.consider the. new.allegatigns, while |
the'Chairman of ihe Sénate ethics |

vy B

committee annotinced his. intention
to inyestigate the matter,

..The House ethics chairman, Rep.
Charles E.. Bénnett, D-Fla, said the
panel has “for several months” been
investigating allegations about deals
to help aliens gain residence in the
"United States. .

He said those allegations involved
Severai congressmen whase names
now have come up in the FB] investi.
gation reyealed in newspapers over
the weekend,

Bennett.said his committee would
widen its; probe, begun as a spinoff
of the committee's investigation of
alleged illegal _bayoffs by South
Korea to congressmen,

At a news conference this morn. |

ing, House Speaker Thomas P, 0~
Neill said that he eXpected the ethics
committee investigation to move

ently forced the FBI to cut short the
investigation. . ’

Robert M. Smith, a special assist-
ant to Attorney General Benjamin R,
Civiletti, said the probe will be
aimed at finding out "“whether
deliberate disclosures have been
made by federal employees” about
the existence of the undercover

operation, which involved national’

and local-politicians and business-
men here and in Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, New York and Florida,

The investigation' of the leaks to
reporters and perhaps to others was
triggered by news reports yesterday
and late Saturday about the FBI
undercover operation, code-named
Abscam. The name stands for Arab
Scam, an operation in which agents
posing as Arab sheiks are said to
have paid bribes totaling $500,000 to
§700,000 to various officials,

After the revelation of the Abscam
operation yesterday, one law en-
forcement source said it is possible a
leak — not 10 a newsman — caused
some of those under surveillance to
become suspicious, ‘

Assistant Attorney General Philip
B. Heymann, head of the Justice De-.
partment’s criminal division, de-
clined to comment about the reasons

or the termination of the FB] opera-
tion,

“While specifically denying that
any of the members of Congress.

"are said to have met in various'loca:;

ment's Organized; Crime Task Force;
of organized crime i‘r;‘volvengenttiq*
the sale of stolen securities and art:
Sources said an informant'theén_ led;
investigators to intermediaties‘ivho
said they knew some politicians who

were willing 10 help jllegal.aliéns |

‘Stay in the United Statés in returi,

for payoffs. R s
The leading actor in the: FBI
operation was an agent-posing:as’
Sheik Kambir Abdul:Rahman, who '
claimed to be a 40-year-0ld-Lébanese
in-control of millions of dollars:in_
oil transportation money:from:the.
United Arab Emirates and “elses,
where. o
That agent met many of those Who:
were allegedly videotaped discuss:
ing or accepting bribes of as muchas,
$50,000. Other agents, also posing as’
sheiks working for Rahman's
company, Abdul Enterprises’Ltd:,-
tions with some of the 30-pefsons"
said to be under investigation, - -
Among those named as having
been targets of the FBI investigation*
are: ‘ "
¢ Senate Labor Committee Chair:
man Harrison A. Williams Jr,, D-N.J:
* House Merchant Maring and Fish:
eries Committee Chairman John'M:
Murphy, D-N.Y. e o
° House Administration Committeé-
Chairman Frank Thompson Jr;, D-
N.J. :

e R

*® House ethics committee member’
John P. MurthaJr,, D-Pa.. .~ "

¢ Reps. Michael (0zzie) Myers and.
Raymond F. Lederer, both Pénnsyl.
vania Democrats.- ‘

® Rep. John W. Jenrette Jr;, DSS.C.,

were found to have ties to organized
- crime, several sources said that dis-
closure of the operation threatened
the safety of the undercover agents
and informants.

The news stories also are certain 1
to fuel allegations that the govern- ; and Rep, Richard Kelly, RFla,
ment engaged in improper conduct, Gox{ernment_so_urces stressed that
possibly prejudicing future court FBI Director William E. Webster and,
cases, according to attorneys likely  -high Justice Department officials
to be involved in defending con-  had constantly reviewed the FBI

Aions? against-any senators snared | gressmen, ) operation to make certain that.con-

i the FBI's undetcover political cor- {  “The Department of Justice will  gressmen-and others were not being

ruption investigation. have o comment at all about entrapped” into committing illegal
' a'Sendte’ Majority Leader Robert | specific investigations of political  acts. ) o
*:v‘ijrii}‘ﬂ’D‘W.Va.’;'aéked how the scan. corruption or white-collar crime,” _Gover‘nmgnt_ sources al_sosg;dw;hgt

dals wouild iffect the public’s image | Smith said today, “The discigsures with an operation involving as many-
of, Congress;:said: “It doesn’t do it | made by the media are regrettable

any, goods: because they may injury the reputa.

law enforcement pérsonnel and pohi- |
any. good:I'm very disappointed — | ) .
’ tions of innocent people.”
“In light of the nature and extent

ticians as this one; it may-have been |
+LIm sure other members of Congress impossible for the government to
likewisé — discouraged, shocked.” ! complete the invéStigation before
. The'd u'stii:gé}jl)\épartment. mean-  of the purported disclosures, the Jus- news of it was leaked.

~Mhile, dnndunced an “intensive | tice Department’s office of profeés- Some. reporters and middigevél

swiftly and that he would not inter.

fere with it,

‘O'Neill’ conceded that the pub.
licity- 5o far.creates a new-public
relations ‘problem for the House.

“Theiinstitution has been hurt by it.

Na(ugally Ifeel hurt,” he said,

- Sen.Howell Héflin; D-Ala., chair-,
man of the Senate ethics committee,
said his'pariel will conduict “a thor. .
ough.investigatiol of all allega- |

L Fg~otonal responsibility and the government officials not diréctly in-
o~ See HOUSE, 1 eriminal division will initiate an volved in the case Had known aboitt

" intensive investigation to: See=—mit for'severaliweeksibefore the stor ,
whether deliberaté disclostires haye  broke on thie neivs wires and ffve noe
been made by fedéral employees, works Saturday.
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Intoday’s editions; the Times re-

»S+and, juries in New York, News portéd that RGBerT J, Del Tufo, US,
Jerséy, Washington, Pennsylvania attorney_for, New Jersey, recom:
and perhaps Virgini’a and Florida mended that possible prosecittion of
are expected 1o be called within the|| - - Willams bé stopped for lack of astlid
next month to begin hearing from fﬁsf. but thathCi\iulettl overruled
prosecutors about the various illegal ? recotmlm eE atlon. terview last
acts said to have been committed in | o O T paone 11 Washington
those jurisdictions. ! night, Del Tufo told The Washington
M ; : Star: “Everybody involved in this
any of the transactions between matter has from time to time fur-
the undercover agents and the poli- nished various memoranda contain-
ticians and their intermediaries are ing legal analyses and other things
ﬁztlxlgu ;g alrll?iv% ol‘);en rgclc:rded" 91; to the Justice Department. As far as
s videotapes. s S al‘l’ ours™ of what the contents of those memo-
tional igx Tk 0‘29 N 4‘" 73“" epti- randa are, it is' something between
e yh. s ouse at 4407 W Street myself, the people in the Justice De-
» Which is owned by Washington partment and the other prosecu-
Post reporter Lee Lescaze, who tors.” "t
unwittingly rented his home to the The Times also reported that an |
FBI after being transferred to a New Immigration and Naturalization |
York assignment. . Service inspector, Al Alexandro, was
Government sources said fear that arrested last night in connection
the br_eal_ung news stories would with allegedly having accepted a
compromise the investigation forced $2,000 down payment on a $15,000
the FBI to s?nd‘do_zens of agents out bribe from the undercover agents.
Jpaturday to interview 30 persons, {1}- He is alleged to have told the agents
. . . that he could help win residency for
. gludn_lg three Philadelphia cityl . arelative of one of the aliens.
ouncilmen, the mayor of Camden Spokesmen for several of those
N.J., anq a member of-the New Jer- impljcated, including Williams, Mur-
sey Casino Control Commission as phy, Jenrette, and Thompson, yester-
well as the Capitol Hill figures in. day said no bribes had been taken.
volved, . Through spokesmen or in inter-
The go-between'for Lederer, Mur. views with reporters, Thompson,
phy, Myers and Thompson was a Murtha and Jenrette each acknowl-
Philadelphia lawyer, Howard L. edged meeting with someone pur-
Criden, The New York Times has re. porting to represent Arab interests.
ported. Criden, a former Pennsylva- -All denied that any illegal acts had
nia deputy attorney general, report- occurred. .

edly began cooperating with the FBI Murphy issued. a statement today

on Saturday when he was told the in which he said, “I categoricallx
men he was meeting with were deny any wrongful involvemenmt
undercover agents, not rich Arabs, - with the recently disclosed FBI Ab-
Through associates of the origi- scam Operation. I'm not in violation
nal, and unnamed, informant, the of any federal or local laws. I have
FBI undercover agents also were not been involved in ‘any money
.llmlf:g(riilt:clfgt:? C\?aﬁlg e,lf,’hmag;or Aggell? u?ﬁﬂ?ﬁ; background check dis
3 ) e New Yor 3 -
Times said helped involve Williams. closed to me that these persons were

. Errichetti, who yesterday told re- fraudulent,” Murphy said. ~
porters he is innocent, is said to Murtha told the Greensburg, Pa,,

have offered the sheik help in in- Tribune-Review that he had-been
vesting in land in Camden and contacted during Congress’ Christ-
Atlantic City and in gainin li- mas recess by a man claiming to be a
cense for a casino. § gall Philadelphia lawyer who said he
triod fo poyieid that Errichett also a5 told the Arab had money 10 i

| ce ( -
phony sheik that nfe;gs}%i{g?é?: vest in his district provided he could
with him in purchasing the Atlantic be assured of receiving permanent

City land, then inflate the pri resident status from the INS.
the'sheik and split the pmﬂe,‘p rice to AtaJan.7 nieeting at the house on

‘The undercover agents also are W Street, Murtha said one-of:the

Néw York Chty mectingsin Florida, " nesd for pormanen regtaent status

NewYork City and Virginia to arr. 13

range for Williams to ob?ain‘stocirig ang sgid‘: “It's worth $50,000.” Murtha:

a‘titanium mine in exchange for | added, “I assumed the leyyqq was:
Ausing his power on the Hill to obtain going to make §50,000... . . '

o4 The congressman said heS;olddF!}I

“tire: Na'money is said'to agents interviewing him. Saturday,

-eXchanged ~bet{veen~§h;°u§§§c'(’,f,‘;‘; “I'm glad as hell you have those vide-

Jofficérs and Williams, otagzsy. i ;%%ngax},t off;r me any
Eodd mo t. . m -)l

-
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- ing commission’officialy c"also<sa1d
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%hat elght members :of Congress Washington g hlladelphla,‘, “ 5
0at, e1ght; A ‘)h e and: Brook[yn, onelsource said:: e‘
fieg pptqph fibery, ¢ arg “3| . Bennettisaid’that:allegations abofit:
a;feg ‘heihg. '8

mlsconduct“by ,“som
cover. FBI “stmg.
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" calling;for the inquiry, and exitl !Z(;?‘g, lowing the progress: of federal investi-
the~Democratic-congressional leat 271 gations: of, Jenrette: aid: Murphy.un:
ship.for_failing-fo pursue” ¢orivp o0 Lelated: to_the ‘chargés -arising. from
allegatlons vigoroust. - 3 theFBI’s Arab_“stin;

Re}"‘ :Chailes ‘E. "Belinett (D-Fla.), t J;ennetf added;th: ( 1dn’t fhink?
*-chairman of tHe House Committee on: ‘the: committee Woul *néédetpe " vidéo:
Standards of Ofﬁcxal Conduct, said in.; tapes now to condu’ct,xts own* mvestx-
d phone:mtervers that:‘hewhas ‘agked)! gation of the’ bnbery allegahons‘ 2 *

3 Justee Dﬁpagimex;t‘;e(:‘fisxgrl:é (t)(; c}:)e FBI' ‘and Justice. Dephrtment offlix-
anding i
,2€f$§}1ecet:¥1ncovereq in the: FBI's year-k o Sce. S'lING,«AM ‘Col. ,1 { o
“and:a-half-Jong secret- -operation; ‘Un: . 7 T
dercover adents posed as Arabishelksy . - -
,(:md‘ businessmen, and. made vndem <
s. of cash payoffs-to some. mem-.

" bersed 4n New York and: Washington.
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xE ‘Murtha;v"v’és"brought“to the “sting
“"mgents, sby: Murphy;, acéording: t:
£ }“sources,»and though ha took” 10 moheyy
? tithe: tapedixpeeting hie'is°alleged:to;
I*take the gagh and’
?Murtha could not,»be Teached for di-
rect comment but gave a“detailed, ac;
9count ‘of his:version of the.incident to: ‘
the,Greensburg, Pa., Tnbune-Rev1ew~ L

* e

have saxdéhe wouI

mesem
-
E
W

i
R

G T ia
F"M-Q,,mu‘nﬂ

9o
«6:‘
&
‘s

| &
r help\’in* getting an" “Afab, cl {enen

ntofthe~ Umted, States, acéordmg?t
ources.oother times, "0

JOhnSton' t (ot e eatlod beft

<eotld’. expec 0, e-ca e eore
3 A }:grand Jury retgsrdmg meetatuzgs Lhad H
e thhepurpor e wrepresen ivés; o an

r Aacknowledged ,t.t t‘-‘wealthy‘ citizén . of the’UmtEd Arab\&

‘were “introdiced to, men representing,.;_&‘;gmuate o

“Arab busmessmeh" looklng o'r}i_x’;"-;;; & "‘They*didn't offer\ meeany money,
it e and I didn't taketany, % the’ Tribufies:

Revxew ‘qioted: Mirtha a§" ‘Saying, """ '.1

According to aMurtha,-vhe Wag’ c?n-- 1

b}

s@rfogxré

'R

1

tar
185
21
By
B
RS
By

)

"lIn ‘ohe x 1 ' B
Pressler -(R-S.] "was introduced t0§ u
some men- \vho suggested they .could b ‘

!

g3

L. 3
g “wealthy*Araii int ?,..th T country' *He* '

refused, mak;‘iig“ im; ‘Sources said,,the‘

P

only" ofﬂclal on. ) ldeotapes .who 1s ",%
Eno now absubject ot%the investlga

wtion., ¢ Y

‘Sofng; .of«he; tongressient m‘er !
taped and x;ecorded several .txmes"
hotel»rooms,tand a. northwest Was

ington*home (that:was rented from a-
gl ost"

-

fﬂ,’ :

£ Murphy,ifor\ exampl was taped last;
‘ E‘; Qctober at'the Hilton Inn atwKennedy‘* f
Airpo}gt inj New York wlth Phlladelphi?i.‘ 5

y

‘\Iurphy allegedly“ suggested’ thex
mait should l)uy a‘house or'a company -
to"make it’ easxer, -and. at. the end: of -
the aconversatxon;«a closed brxefcasee
fnlledmlth $50, 000 offéred: 157 ‘theg’
: accordmg ‘to-~
“Howard will” take .
W A e

few. f\iieeks 280, Murphy ‘was+ ,,.;;BEP.‘;JOHN MURTHM :

R ing thia ghouse I;g ioz&_‘_ “rtaidart take;ahy” money es’ al con
1= West” Washington; "the sources. said. - ey el
3ThlS‘ tite he and‘ Crlden brought
?‘along\fa“busineSSman “allegedly, for: a:

discussion’ on: how,to split up shares

%‘of a, *shlppmg company the “Arah"’

*mig ht-buy. ST

,§§ Murphy, %chalrman of! the‘: House

M teliant - Marine, and Fisheries- Com:
-~ mittegrreportedly said he'd ba lad foo

S

a°




tacfed during the’Chr'L tmas recess by

someoneze axmiﬁ’g"i_t be a;Philadel

some investments ixf Mur.z
ss!onal'distriet. R

“Jan, :I}or 8; Murtha Wwis: taken By
the:j‘]ewye 2510 adVashmgfon““D,
gouseffo = *presumablya_ 3
8 .

¥,

aid :

meetmg offerédito - ‘put $1 rhllliéiyoh
jdeposxt‘ at.a Joh nstown.bankﬂas evis
*denceofvthe**Arab’s purported $45 mil-
;”hon‘\ifo '$50 Jmlllion iline’ ofcredit. He
-said-heiwas; alsoétold'“xts worth ‘$50%.

OOOZ?to‘”get‘the "Avap’ admxtted A0;th
country{and Work Sy a«busmess deal,
et assumeds: ‘thedlawyer was. .going
- t0 make“‘the’ﬁss) 000, %\ Muktha: ! sai
““Théhslater; I thought;»i"l‘hen' Jdawyer

Ly

' " getting’$50,0 000 and_he’ s.‘not,wo,rth £60 2o

o I
quoted as saymg~he wants,a full air-
& ,mg 7 of the'matter! IDefor

- 'Jenrettevcontinued ool 5
irel Once,the full! informatlo regard-
ng,thxs projecbis released to"
lie T fam‘*cqnf:dent ?it .wxll estabhsh
mg impgoper el
as thm Washlngton
f ’but an? ‘aide tsaid. he
iriot'come; fo; the} iphone. An aide
‘di@n’t know' " Why:

n
ter‘iiews Saf‘ﬁrdayﬂ
¥ ]

whgn word-’ Lthe“

: that I:have‘ one.

el /‘9\
W’»‘. -y

é«.u v

Téceived, $50 GOO'as ad

she;ks"uin tthnited States «‘,}
Jentette's wifeto

gporter,WMayber,the g
“hi :

\there was no pomtf

dxdn’t come hom

any.
&'to’ e somea»
4 B MR T £

o Phare’s: alwaySJgOi!l
0 ‘another . wee {,

"‘one ho.Says,~‘G1ve me
or give‘»mesanot erﬂmont;l

Thete.,may:be s
J

ustice‘z Depa t

Sourcesf%‘said Kelly’

1 1s showx_réon«‘
videotape stufflng cas ﬁrs

\
’f:‘ veryone,ﬁ?ﬁt e say >

&muc}ubeeause‘ [he];doesn 'EiEven kiow
how 16 get; his: .client. " into th{e‘:

country..w aMurtha' ‘Said " He" te 1
*FBI%fagents WhOg came\ to
Saturdayethat“he «was~
“you havetthose vxdeotapes T
fJenrefte is alleged “to’ Hdve's acce ted e
00- passed throughﬁan associate }“’“
;forg‘an: 7 Fagte \r"s
clalmedﬂthat Jemette"is’he’ rd¥
ta saytt iat he. had 1arceny~
nduthat he. would take: every

I ] é

f;;rsﬁHets‘a“i fthatis S,an'éet‘forii2

rsomeone ip obtaimng‘r fxxlanci
an p :

wm* withstan
Hams is’show
e.” talkmg‘aetivdy fthhout*
th uundercovernagents
;xumemmesstock ¢

; % V

genera pmoperty crimes mf' tiga%xon';g

(_ieal £ thersourcé"s*

that’ might be (t)_f mtetriest,‘
- ualioffered:informa ony that{ilec
Operati"on ABSCAM,” for: Arab
{The: FBI,ut Was understood‘ dec
yto make “wealthy"AJraps"“‘a % h{h]“ a

aids }

When the FBIA agents discuss»fgw-
enatorxstock—phony stock:
me,ghe#allegedly,says*somt:-m
ing; likes 'don’bput Imy nam
he:! istoclggcertlﬂeates’ are} made W
instead ito_ a”Williams “asSociate,
sources»asaldwmw» W»-’*‘**w*’v ntd bt
r;;lellams attgmeyz«

W h

migradum billw One sour%erﬁs. m‘the\'m
= thir

N “out:
=+ o thEyse
fGeorgenKoelze

o :s’l‘he FBI*agents*assngne 3 4
‘erat.ion :iwere made o look asTauthen ¥
»txc as possxble,”‘reportedlyi o
;tent o£ wearmg traditlo

2 favors~ forvcash ,
Jasty nlght by oneisource.

: :as;tﬁe Ho'use”member who(
o h S = <,

rolmas Democrat aid
his’; purpOSe.in“attendinu the’ mee’tmgs
was.to assxst in’ gemng the ;project for. '
hig’ distric t'no; txme £ he ‘declared;.
K dndl engage s anyﬂmpmper or’ ille—v¢
achvitie Lo

. galx

w0 " y sap
narentlvrelen*:pa hardatidanting utete

»{
i
wﬁw .

cases thal Tesult in: mdxct

<NBCbeganasking mi detaxled qges-
“1ions'a, few»dayS’ago
MPreﬁmaffp ub;
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7 d crmf; fit;ures selllng siolenv
ts has:snared.several

"
i

r ing to«sources.,w e Y
. «“ The sources axd'the .FBI fias*ﬁheotapes»of
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| "bers of},Congress dxscuss fhelr illingness” to ’F
:.help- FBIiiundercoven';agenfs*with Jlegislation
OF, other‘favors. Tpe ' EBI, a«ents;were*posmg w7

. )\asarepresentatwes-of. Afaby busmessmen.,w_mwu

e s o

%H " than: $400000 %m:gash»has een paid out vto*

s Tty
) ‘i

v s;oven,the pastfyear sources said.; I"r )

accor ing. sources:‘
' ’l‘he fpolxtical i’élloug from th
fmmeéqs ,because ofithe:

fl Congxess involved, including three

of: thepv;denée. .
§ ..¢ertain.-the casé, wnl provnde Tew,

g‘f ov.the doFmiant, idehate’ “about, con:.
grossional; ethids. Thelast<majoi’ “scandal’fn

congressxonal
:charge d gllme,
House members by their, pée

In, ‘ones, case,- for examp e 2, 3
“shows \furpl\y discussing w with- the‘ ndercover

RATm———

MZ«?"’W///

’ ”)0~

On :ot the’ video!aped“' ',ahsacﬁohsL,was &
cen a§ " Ilanuaryl

So rces‘s'axd ihe,suf) mvestivatm

ﬂf‘halgmau oi t

‘i

1 lg.e“ nvestigatlon s, dgscribed 'as; therlarffest " mondi] !
X involvmg members,,of‘ NCBngress Morev =QCF§&S7"§ 50_are, FUPJ

Several« state" andt docals” df }cxals in \Flerw L__
édmeuconoressmenf and somer statep:ofﬂcials “ngrsey;and,—Pennsylvamar,ar ) o4be

A :,winvolved"’l‘hese include the,mayomufvc fdiwnc,
IO A RS '

d: tates, the sources \saxd

;ter "thé. dxscuSsion!
a{lur hy satd_ through an: aide la i
g‘ }r:ov idea* of any [bvzberv] all

» en, and tte apparent quahty :l;‘he Can den - mayor, Ange
committee; chatrmen, N ,was\.a ~1\ey fxgure. carl

¥ ttmgéanyAtlanuc'C ity
Arap A sta}e« "am«
ofLic; al was, :

luence-buymgvschefne; fi¢h;froduced major: ’SIOO,OOO,Lth:e‘FSO\ir

‘ 3 . DAn’ even, moré: cenua] flgure wag- HoWaxd
heal‘i“g Q N, Phxladelphia 1aWyer -k
.nvolving Rep§

~gobetyéen: i Le deret and Myers,

Mirphy; Thom;isom
. sources‘sam .
agenth how to, help Lhexr “x\rab" chents get Cnden A formervaesi

tant dlstrict -1ttorney.
permanent resndency i they entercd the ' allegedly told the undercover a§ents'h 1d:
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| FBL Sting’ O

peration Snare¢s

i

titfoducs Uiaw-to ienbers AT Cougress;who

wokld help theit “Arab™ client for cash. -
Sources said Criden was questtned by FEL ‘\

agents yesterday, and™bggan fo copperate,

openihg the floor to confronting. the. four -
House members with whom he dealb .~ ¢ .
I eachs case, Criden.or the member is al-
leged 1o have accepled about. $30,000 in qasp
in veturn, for promises the heélp the “Arab oil
shiek” with any problems he might have .en:
tering the United States or settiing here. -
Jeprette of South Carolina also reportedly
was recorded as taiking about, accepling.
350,000 foi' an immigration bill, and the money’
was latet pickéd up by an ass6eiate, sources
said, : . ¢ W o
Sen. Williams was umplcated wheit he
agrged {0 help in obtaining milithry confracts

, See ‘PROBE;, A%, Col, 1 4
: PROBE, From Al "
‘“f'or ai;:,titani\\m‘ mine’ (for whigh-be: yeceuisq“\
stock, the sources said. - s
) Sox;rces cattionéd that lng!ictments might \
‘ot result, from-all thie cases.

1 -fhat hé was ques )
7,‘\ Tliompson said-last night tha \

\oned byethe FBI yesterday, aiid acknowledg-

Ted monthdiago: talking to-two men in Wasli |

5n whio sal rep .an ipvestor:
Ynatdn who sald they vepresented -ah IpVEStOR
J/‘ngttx a+ Jarge- amount of money“Criﬂtenam,gd:
‘the- ihtroductions, he sald. g

$ Tlhompson emphatically. denied ever tgdu}\lge
ihoney for help with legislation. 'He s.;nr n
il 3 wmaest the names of some Ne\y"a gs ‘.0
Janke in his district as possible plac
fnrost the money. . .
lm\(\‘.‘ini.mxs. in a sla*cmctt\t: lf)s:::!':lrl.l:\)znlh:)sf
office. <aid, «rvobody from the Deb< ent o

atk .at all about this.
tusfsee has tatked to me-2 e
' < talked Lo me. Honestiys
fact, nat one soul has tal AR
an <y 1 don't have any corme

“'l'”ll':‘o other members of Congr(‘:s§ -“22::.
invests sation could not be reached 1Os

/\hiom,l point of the inv'cehgahlon ‘::fl‘:c r?:
javze house In porthwest W a‘m'mgl(";omc e
the undercover a;:cnlso:;.;\te\tame(

My congressional guesi=. . . ]
‘hu.:!l’tk"“l‘v Jast mght showv.d film gmt}(‘):;t
of (e howse where the F8l mme(llnm“ mbors.

Leportey Rrian Ross noted t_hat “"., cbo m:*n N
the house wore unusua!ly hn':!)tdlo h 1cﬁpn~;mt,
date the secrel FBL videotopind cnuipnt

Aore than WU
yoeterdny in .h‘y‘n

g L0 veach tie members ?
r tha ruce heealse wol

10 FBL puents were invalved

i

hers of Congres

.,‘,‘L\

* # ieave the rbom,

2

said. -

~ Sources Qave: this,agcqug}{ of ‘the case: the

{ investigation bégan in the summer of 1478
when FBL agents.set up a “sting” operatipn
“in-the hope -of luring organized crime mep-

bers to sell stolen government securities and.
other valuables, starting on Long Island.]

That investigation; too, has beén. highly
siccesstul, though it has not been. publicized
yet. - - R

The; undercover agents solicited business

by letfing the-underworld sources kiow they

lons of dgPys to “invest.” The FBI calls the
operation MEBSCAM-—for Arab scam.

By last_Tall, associates of some of the mem-
bers of Congress madé contact with -ihe
wmisting” opefation and allegedly- began ar-
JTanging megtings, in Washington and New
“York, between the undercover agents and the
federal officials. ¥ - :

4 ) Y e F 3

~hr; one" videotapéd; transaction;, a membe
§ of’ ongress ‘and hi§ companion aré show!
fighting over a briefcase full of cash as the

s 2

A
On .another ocasion, another menibel: of

ttongress Fiatly- refused to take part indthe
iscussion: wheén it turhed to money-for-
ledislation' and stélked out: of the room.
Oné¢ soirce who has viewed somé of the
tapes sald hé was “sickened” by the sight of -
members: of Céngress nodding in agreemient:
and saying “no problem” when the under-’
cover agents mentioned giving them money
for legislative favors: i k
In a copyrighted story by its Washington
bureau chief, Anthony Marrd, Newsday re-
-ported that ifl orfe. transaction caught on
videotape, a member of Congress is seen |
stuffing gréenbacks into his frouser and,
jacket pockets.
To “establish thelr “covers™ as represent-
atives of “rich Arabs” the’ FBI undercover

o

represented “Arab businessmen” with mil-

agents were. provided with a large yacht, a
condominlum at an ocean resor, the house
hore, and private planes in, addition to the.s
hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash,(’i
Newsday said. e |
The Inyestigation is.being coordinafedTom
New York by Thomas Puccio, head of the
Qe o . 4

b
|

et e - .
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REP, RAYMOND F, LEDERE

EN. HARRISON WILLIAMS REP. MICHAEL MYERS
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e o : L, ee

O ererry (2 :
‘Jus!xw 'Departmgnt’smr amzed::*
for¢

xme\stnkp;
.m‘Brooklyn, according’to’s source .éOtheix"
prosecutors.m New#Jersey, Philadelphxa :and:
’Florxda;:also”are*workmm on. ‘the. ‘case.

mlddlemen,‘,who c]almed,‘;
they* could., nfluence»state ands: _édpgal; of:
> ticlalsy yere't attracted o, Cth SHNEY, ;j{y_}i_e y

. they“ heard of= the.mxlhons AT 'Arab money
~ *:;:a £ Thompsomsaid. the-*FBvaagents ,who ques—

,x;,i oned.. Kim: yestréday® .asked: il :about+his:-
assocxahon»-thht :the_.attorney; . Whoms;he- de-\r
scrxbed»glsua* constxtuent, ,aszsfar “as '~I knovﬁ

ta of

w He‘.galduhe met“with the\,lawye “t'Wo-
men-—who mtroduced .themsélves:ds “Weinstein’ |
«onwemtraub and; Derto—lasbOctoberaat‘theﬁﬂ
Fo‘;&hall sRoad ;areashome. “The two.mien; acs |
io' hompson—»saxdrthev*had‘*“some*g




o j’f"h o £ e

somadde “that: fhe FBI agents.;w
interv,\ewedr*hxm "yesterday. 1mphed he«was

». .

] under susplclon and leftzhim with!the- xmpres;;
a\smnf “he! mlghtwﬂlave been&‘;recorded at““the»
&mggtmg. iv AT 3,
2 No.one-. at-§the Justxce ;Department «would
-make'iany “official comment ‘on the ~1nve§tx-
«gation Yesterday,: butnsome\ officials said they
were concerned;that futire d fendants in, the
case would complam about’ t elpubllcnty.

~It a\snix.s_clear ‘they said, that any, ‘defend-
‘ants would try.to say they were entrapped by
the unde;rcover agents:

Sources said they were startied by the. in-
creasing riumber of members of Congress who
became involved in the investigation as it
continued. When word of the “Arab” money
cirewdated, it was like drawing sharks to
blood in the water,” one source said.

Some powerful and prominent, men ‘In
Congress are among those said to bc in-
volved in‘the investigation,

Sen. W |l|mm~., 60, a Democrat of Bedmin-
stel. NLJ., was fivse elected to the U.S, Senate
in 1938 .u‘ler spending five years in the House.
'With his 21 years.of seniority, his strong la-
bor hacking, his reputation as a Ieading 1tb-
eral, he has become a power baron.

He is chaivman of the Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee, which has jurisdiction

ovor labor law, education and the arts and
many of the health and welfare programs
that make ap_the meatest focus of attention
for ordanized labhor and liberal groups nation-
wide.

Sinee there Is o separate subcommittee for
fabor law 'n:'ulels. villiams as full committee
chairman is in effect chaivman for labor law,
which the full committec handles by itself,

Williams is second-ranking Democrat on
the Senate Banking Committee and chairman
of the housing and urban affairs subcommii-
tce with enormaus influence over the housing

-‘\

L dustry, the-cities and housing for.the poor.
WilhameHOuse collnadue from.New Jersey,
*Phompson; 61, 3 Democrat +EOIm “Trenton, Was: -
Tfirst nlected to Gongress I ﬁ19a4 -As, second: .
rankmg Democrat ‘on ‘thie” House' ’Educatlon
and Labor Commxttee and chaitman of its
labor-management relatnons subcommittee, -he-
has;had “the same power, " over- labor unlons
the same pro-labor rand liberal records on labor*

mattersland nost - ‘other.: domestxc legxslntloxw '
as;’ lelxams has-in: the. Senate; :rogether -thc*_

~{wo- men‘ar *the ‘dominant Democrats?on seaeh *
snde of- Capntol Hill on labor matters. .
Thompson, however, - is:1also:: chaxrman .of
the House Admlmstratxon Comiiittee, & ‘mi
nor-sounding but’ extremely iifluential unit
which-has_some" aof\"thelsame housekeeping ,
functions as- Senate Rales.- Thognpsons .eom-,
mitteé: hélped ~write - the campaign- fundmg

laws*and’restnctlonsumthe past.«\{any/.ot.themﬁ
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“\Iurphyd; been

»Marine, Commltteevsmce 1976““ .
“The- 53- yean-old‘ epre entative fro}

“Island.js, a,,West Poin ’graduate»whoﬂwas a;
staunch, supgorter. pf or‘men strongmnn Parke
“Chung Hée-of South Korea, the‘shah
and Anastasno Somoza.of’ Nxcaragua.~ ’

Jenrette '43; from‘Nor'th’ Myrtle:Be ch! vas'
elected in "1374'to the House® seatfrom; thé Bth
+"District of South Carolina. He has “won a-repu,
* tation as a ﬂamboyant personahty., years}
ago, the press reported” he* he]d ar fUnd rais T
at his home.here,,and forn$100 a’person,;;ga e¥
_his guests all the Homiemade™ grape Jwiner[lis"
quor and “chicken bog” they could down. 1-}is-

ing $20,000 Jenvette is a member of the Hotse
Apmoplnlmm Committee. \‘

AMurtha, 47, was clected in 1974 in a-special
election to hll a seat left vacont by the dearh
of an incumbent. lie is a member of th:
. Appropriations and Ethics comnzittees. Murtha
was one of those mamed 1o probe phantom |
- House votes last year. Murtha comes from !
Johmstown, Pa., ‘was a Marine in Vietham,
car wash owner and rated high in veling
vecord compilations put together by organized,
labor,

Kelly, 55, of Zcphylhllh H:\ was {irst
elected in 1974 and is a member of the
Agricutture *and Banking comunittees. Last
year it was reported that while he had made |

< a poin{ in his carecr of attacking the big | |
spenders in govermment, he himself had »run.
$11,590 over his office allowance for 1974, i

In 1976, he spearheaded an effort to got
strikers dlsquah[ied from the food stamp |
program unless they were on it before a
strite started. Disney World is in his d:slrlcl
' 1n 1978 his labor ralmg, was zero, his Amerl-
cans for Dcmocr'mc Action rating 5 pereent,
his Americans for Constitutional Action 100
percent.

Lederer, 41, from Philadelphia’s Third. Uls-
trict. was clc(,tcd in 1916 He_eomes fromia
famlly long .active in?city pouues. His:. oldé
‘brother is* a‘*:ndge,«and “another;, \prother wz{s?

7 onée* chietrof; detectlves’ Lederer,sa»;member
Jpfsthe powerful Ways ‘and =\1eanstComrmttee e
was once reported‘ to,,have "ambitions’ to%e- .
‘come.chairman, of:{hé: _emocratid ccommittee,, -
.of. the cxty but his name dxsappeared,ffrom
-the - contenders. e R
, “Michael" “(Oze) 3 \Iyers,
1976 as.\DemocratIc congressman.,from. P
‘delhhia’s,Fnrst "District:; Myers; '8 form:
shoreman,; ‘pleaded: no- .contést 0. one<
of disordetly- ‘conduct last Apmdo -aftes :
" inally; ‘having, -heen: charged with, assault’,f nd
battery for~allegedly particlpating lnea“brawls*
in a rooftop’bar in an* quington, Va, -motelg‘r
Myers -denied”. there Avas_ sany. apunching d%
‘sald:“we, were:just-dding; g-alittle partyings k.l
'm.a: gentle .guy sers, (Whotls, on‘the*Ed':

2] Iyexs
tlon“and‘Labm:and‘\lerchant»Marme,Com?&»
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